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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
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May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be always with you!

In the midst of spring now, new life is bursting out all around us.
Love is in the air. The nation celebrates Mother’s Day and we Catholics
dedicate this month to Mary, the Mother of God and our mother, too.

Such a profusion of new birth should inspire our contemplation
of God-Trinity in their immanent presence as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, who energize every creature, starting with ourselves. They
also freely gift themselves to us in all their beautiful springtime
explosion of beauty and harmony. G. M. Hopkins, the well-known
Jesuit poet, has beautifully captured this presence of God in nature
and the need on our part to “behold” that energizing, loving presence:

And the azurous hung hills are his world-wielding shoulder
Majestic-as a stallion stalwart, very-violet-sweet!
These things, these things were here and but the beholder
Wanting; which two when they once meet,
The heart rears wings bold and bolder
And hurls for him, O half hurls earth for him off under
his feet (Hurrahing in Harvest)
It is for this reason, that I have chosen God’s Uncreated
Energies as the topic for this month of May. Let’s hurrah God!

Prayerfully yours in Christ,

Fr. George A. Maloney,

SJ
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GOD’S UNCREATED ENERGIES OF LOVE

Edwin Scott Gaustad in his book, Dissent in American Religion,
points out that a great religious dissent is taking place in America and
it is moving in three new directions: “Dissenters opt for mystery, seek
community, and embrace joy.” (p. 149) He points out that Americans
are more and more seeking mysticism over a clinical rationality. The
theology handed them for so long has become remote, lifeless, and
impersonal. It has been tied too closely with an ecclesiasticism that is
“correct” but which does not address the needs of modern persons.
On the positive side, he points out that mysticism is awakening
the powers of human creativity. One who seeks mysticism is ever
ready to be surprised by the hidden beauty that is everywhere in
God’s creation.
Acknowledging the low level that a quest for
mysticism can descend to with all of its self-seeking, Gaustad describes
the “high road” that the same quest can follow:

Deliberate acceptance of mysticism leads along the
high road to humility. Human beings do not and
will not know all. They cannot and need not
control all. That high road also leads to the
humane, to the needs of the person more than
the dictates of the machine, (pp. 151-152)

A TURNING INWARDLY
There can be no doubt, and it is surely more than a passing fad,
that a great many people today are hungrily seeking a more direct
encounter with God, an immediate experience of his reality in their
daily lives. Too long have they lived a “sacred” life, divorced from
their “natural,” ordinary life. The rapid pace of living today, the great
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mobility and change experienced at work and in families demands
deeper, more conscious ways of coping.

A considerable grace in my life has been the opportunity
afforded me by my training to meet the Eastern Christian mystics of
the desert. Their constant teaching on the doctrine of God-Trinity as
uncreated energies of divine love always surrounding, penetrating,
bombarding us with the gifts of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit has been
realized in every moment of my life. Everything is “sacred” because
God is a community of love, always as energy, pouring themselves out
to us throughout the entire, created world.

OUR BROKENNESS

God has been active as an energy-force in his creative Word
throughout all of creation and we human beings can, with our
intellect, understand something of God’s presence as loving energy.
Yet the real presence of God as loving, gifting energy comes to us only
in contemplative prayer when we move beyond our own controlled
activity to enter into God’s healing love.

The first stage of entering into contact with God’s energizing love
is for us to experience our own state of alienation from him. It is
inside of ourselves we must go, into the deeper reaches of our
consciousness and unconscious, beyond our controlled knowledge that
can so easily lead us to illusions and greater separation from God, into
those areas of brokenness, meaninglessness, death, and darkness.
It is when we have the courage to confront our dark side that
Jesus Christ becomes an energizing force of love as he releases his
Spirit. In the Spirit of love we can surrender to our loving Father,
who dwells within and calls us evermore into our true nature as being
one with his only begotten Son, made in his likeness (Gn. 1:26-27). In
the strange paradox of a living Christianity the contemplative enters
into darkness and desperately cries out for the light of Christ. Caught
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in the death of a static self-centeredness, the individual begins to
sense the uncreated energies of God’s new life ready to burst in upon
her/him, if they can only stretch out to surrender to those
personalized energies.
Prayer is born in such inner poverty of spirit. We learn in our
existential nothingness that only God is life-energy, and all life must
emanate from him alone. We stretch out of our inner tomb for the
Source of all life to release us and bring us into new life. And in that
yearning, we experience a release of our own illusory, self-controlled
existence as we come to know our great need for the Infinite.

THE UNAPPROACHABLE ONE
In such brokenness the Christian knows that God is unreachable
and unknowable. No matter how poor and empty we know ourselves
to be, we do begin to feel God’s infilling come upon us. We also know
that we will never in this earthly existence see him face to face.
Yahweh does show himself to us as he did to Moses, but it is only his
“back” that we see: “Then I will take my hand away and you shall see
the back of me; but my face is not to be seen” (Ex. 33:23).
None of us ever see God fully. “No one has ever seen God” (1 Jn.
4:12; Jn. 1:18; 6:46). We would need to be also God, part of his
essence, in order to know him fully. Only a like nature could
comprehend his nature. In spite of the revelation of the Father’s love
made to us by his Son, Jesus Christ, we shall never know him fully. No
matter how inflamed with his loving presence we may have become
both in this life and the next, there will always be some unfathomable

about God.
This is why the Eastern Fathers always insisted on the distinction
between God’s essence and his uncreated energies. This distinction is
On the one hand, it preserves the
of paramount importance.
awesome transcendence of God that can never be totally possessed by
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In God’s essence he is immutable, all perfect,
unchanging. We in no way can enhance his perfect essence. God is
completely independent of us.

finite creatures.

YET GOD DOES SHARE HIS NATURE WITH US

Still, our Christian faith teaches us from Holy Scripture, God’s
revelation through his Word, that God in his holiness freely wishes to
make us “participators of [his] very own nature” (2 Pt. 1:4). Of all
God’s material creatures, only we human beings are an unfinished
nature that has been gifted by God with spiritual faculties to
communicate with his knowledge and love. We are capable of freely
receiving God’s communications and responding to his call to become
divinized children of so loving a Father (1 Jn. 3:1).

The redemptive work of the crucified and risen Jesus consists in
giving us his Spirit of love through whom we may know the Father
and the fullness of the Son (Jn. 17:3). Thus we ourselves can become
true children of God (Jn. 1:12; Rm. 8:15; Ga. 4:6). This “going-forth” of
God, to use Pseudo-Dionysius’ term, is simply grace in its primal
sense. It is God in his hesed, convenantual love, pursuing his people
as he stretches out his “two hands—Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit” in
the words of St. Irenaeus of the second century.

All of God’s creative, loving energies are focused upon the
mystery of his free choice of us to become his holy people in Christ

Jesus (Eph. 1:4-7).

GOD-TRINITY IS GRACE
God is, therefore, grace as he goes out of himself in his uncreated
energies to share his very own life with us. We can, then, truly know

5

God and intimately experience him. Although in his Godhead or
essence he is totally incomprehensible, yet in his energies he can be
experienced as perfect love in self-giving to us. The whole message of
the Good News consists in God’s revelation of himself as a loving
Father, giving himself to us through his Son Jesus in his Holy Spirit.
In this experience of God as free Gift of love, we can know him in his
personalized love toward us, and we can cooperate with God’s loving
energies to be loving energies toward others. If we do not first
“experience” God’s love for us (which is the essence of contemplation),
we will never be able to give true, self-sacrificing love to others. And
without genuine love toward God and neighbor we spiritually die!

THE NATURE OF GOD’S ENERGIES OF LOVE
God’s energies, therefore, are really God-Trinity in their loving
relationships toward us. God’s activities can never be divided into
those that are “sacred” and those that are merely “secular”; the
“natural” versus the “supernatural.”
These energies are not “things
created” but God himself, who in his essence is unapproachable and
simple, yet who in his Trinitarian love is always manifesting
themselves (hence, uncreated) as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to us in

uniquely diverse ways.
Thus,

uncreated energies are not created actions
perpetrated upon us, but they are the Trinity themselves in their
action of giving themselves to us. God comes to us actively in each
moment as self-giving love. His presence is real. This communication
of the Trinity is what the Eastern Christian Fathers called “God’s
uncreated energies of love.” These are not “things” outside of God, not
created gifts, but they are God-Trinity in a mutual oneness as Love,
yet uniquely each person giving himself to us in the circle of Love that
knows no circumference.
God’s
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GRACE IS PRIMARILY NOT A “THING”
In such a biblical and patristic vision, grace is not primarily a
t“ hing” that God creates and imposes upon our nature to give us an
extrinsic device with which to perfect our imperfect, natural self. God
is Love. He is always actively present, permeating us, surrounding us,
drawing us at all times by his love into greater oneness with him. The
energies are God in loving and creative relationships sharing his
holiness and inner life with us. They are not the created relationships
that result from God’s loving activities, but they are truly God-inaction for us.

LOVING ENERGIES

The energies of God flow out from the three Persons within the
Trinity.
They are real (although not material nor merely an
intellectual concept). They are essential, i.e., not an accident but
flowing truly from the very essence of the Godhead. Yet they are
distinct from the actual being of the Godhead. These energies are
essentially personified. They are the whole Trinity acting in loving
relationship toward all creatures.
In such a vision we readily understand that for the Eastern
Fathers God can never be considered as static in his activities toward
us and his created worlds. Because the energies are personalized,
they are a common manifestation of the Persons of the Trinity. If
God’s energies were not personalized, we would not truly share in
God’s very own life through his self-giving. We would not be truly
regenerated into sharers of God’s very own life. Grace, then, would
be a “thing” God heaps upon us when we pray for it And of course,
God would reward the Catholic basketball team members with victory
because they prayed “harder” to God than the opposition!
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A CONVERSION EXPERIENCE
God is, therefore, permeating all persons, all things, all events by
his personalized, loving, uncreated energies. Everything is “graced”
by God at each moment. It is for us to find new eyes to see the loving
presence of God in his Trinitarian energies in all creatures, in every
event. This is possible through the resurrection of Jesus Christ who
brings us this “new life” as a total person, fully God and fully human,
one in self-giving love as God the Son, our bridge to the Father as we
live in him, his branches on the life-giving vine. I would like to share
with you a poem I wrote on this subject:
OH ; GOD
I sit in early morn
and gaze on my God.
I see the light of his smile
in the soft rays of the dawn
that tip-toe into my room.
His light covers me
and warms me.
I stir to his presence

around me,
within me.
The cocoon that so many years
of silent births and deaths
spun into a prison
begins to split down its sides.
Slowly his loving energies
pour over me.
I stretch toward Life.
I move toward Light
from out my hibernating darkness.
Oh, God! You gave me wings!
They unfold, wet and packed-tight,
to spangled colors of rainbow fair.
God, was all this beauty and power
always there, locked inside?
Were you always present,
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warm Light of piercing love?
Why so much prison cell confining?
Where were you, God?

Son, know that my love is eternal.
My presence can never become absence.
My Light can never turn to darkness.
My Spring is never winter.
I have always encompassed you
with my energies of love.
I live within you.
I am the Force around you.
You can never be outside
of my uncreated Love.
But it is you
who in womb-tomb
had to open up to my Life.
You had to want
Light over darkness,
Life over death,
Love over fear.
Oh, God!
Let your energies bathe me today.
May your light encompass me.
Fill me with your loving presence.
Send me your love again,
that I may stretch
my colored wings
out and up
and fly in ecstasy
dizzily up into the heavens,
leaving the bonds of this earth,
behind in remembrance of what was.
Oh, God!
Be Spring again.
Let Winter finish,
ne’er to return.
Let only your Love
reign supreme.
Bring me again your Life!
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ANNOUNCING A NEW BOOK
Crossroad Publishers have released anew book written by Fr.
Maloney entitled GOLD, FRANKINCENSE & MYRRH: AN INTRODUCTION
TO EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY. ($17.95). Available in most
Catholic bookstores or order directly from, with checks payable to,
Contemplative Ministries (add $1.25 for s/h): 850 Coastline Drive;
Seal Beach, CA 90740

11-1- t ll-1-1-1-+•1-111111111t 111 11-11 1 1 1•1*
¦

AUDIO TAPES

Fr. Maloney has completed anew series recorded at our last retreat
in Seal Beach:

DEVELOPING A CHRISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS:
1. A CHRISTIAN NEW AGE CONSCIOUSNESS
2. DEVELOPING AN EARTH SPIRITUALITY
3. A LOGOS MYSTICISM
4. RESURRECTION & A NEW CREATION
5. THE COSMIC HEART OF JESUS
6. ROLE OF CHRISTIANITY IN BUILDING A BETTER WORLD
7. THE HOLY SPIRIT BROODS OVER THE WORLD
Order from Contemplative Ministries (address above).
offering of $25 (includes s/h) is requested for the set.

A love-
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FR. MALONEY’S SCHEDULE

1. May 12-17: Seminar [Contemplative Way to Intimacy with God and
the World] at the Benedictine Monastery in Pecos, NM (505)757-6415

2. May 18-24: Retreat for Sisters of St. Francis; Rochester, MN
(507)282-7441
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If you or a friend would wish to subscribe, please send your request
with the recipient's name and address to Contemplative Ministries
(address above). A love-offering of $lO per yearly subscription is
requested to help defray our printing and mailing costs.
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