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At Coates talk, protestors surface narrative of BC racial hypocrisy
Crowd for bestselling author’s speech elicits
conversation on institutional racism
By

Shannon Longworth
McGee

&

Kelsey

For The Heigh ts
In front of hundreds of students
and community members of all races
and ages —in a hall lined by portraits of
Boston College’s 24 white Jesuit presidents—MacArthur Genius Grant winner and prominent journalist Ta-Nehisi
Coates discussed brutality, violence, and
race relations in the United States. Once
Coates was finished speaking about the
motivations behind his book, one student walked to the podium and spoke
for about 10 minutes about the inherent racial hypocrisy at Boston College.
The student, sociology Ph.D. candidate
Cedrick-Michael Simmons, was part
of a planned protest by activist group
Eradicate Boston College Racism.
After Coates’ talk, James Smith, a
professor in the English departmentand
the director of the Lowell Humanities

Series, opened up the microphone to
the audience for questions. About 300
people stood and sat in Gasson 100,
another 200 were in an overflow room
next door, and nearly 500 were turned
away, one organizer said. Coates authored the critically-acclaimed Atlantic
article “The Case for Reparations” and
The New York Times best-selling book
Between the World and Me.
When the audience stood up to applaud him after his initial talk, about
30 people in Gasson 100 remained
standing, holding banners and covering
their mouths with duct tape. They also
held up sheets with the words “Thank
you, Ta-Nehisi Coates,” “Eradicate,” and
“#BostonCollegeßacism.”
Simmons began to speak with urgency, but was quickly interrupted by
Smith and redirected to the middle of
the room. He spoke for several minutes
JULIA HOPKINS

See Coates, A3

/

HEIGHTS STAFF

Protestors put duct tape over their mouths to symbolize the silencing of many of their fellow students in the face of hypocrisy and violence.

UGBC issues
order on free
expression

Funding
cut for BC
Jump start

Executive initiatives to
give students avenues
for free speech, protest

National cuts trickle
down, funds distributed
to larger programs

By Carolyn Freeman

By

News Editor

Heights

Staff

The Boston College chapter of Jumpstart,

The Undergraduate Government of

a national mentorship program for low-in-

Boston College is launching two initiatives

come preschoolers, has been discontinued

that give students tools to target or bypass restrictions around free expression on campus.

EMILY FAHEY / HEIGHTS SENIOR STAFF

The senior goalie has 42 wins and counting in her BC career, but is still searching for thatelusive victory in the NCAA Tournament.

Getting her lucky break
Leah Settipane was never supposed to be a field hockey goalie
at the college level. Now she’s the best BC ever had.
By

Shannon Kelly

every game, bruises like this happen often, dotting
her body. Settipane is not looking for sympathy—she

For The Fleights

Leah

is smiling, excited to show off the hard work that she

Settipane rolls down her stretchy compression
bandage, exposing a dark black and blue bruise
on the inside of her knee. Parts of the skin were
tinged with the yellow of a hematoma. The edges
splay out across her leg, seemingly spreading. For Settipane,
getting hit in the leg with a solid plastic ball going 60 miles
per hour is just another day on the field. Granted, she saves
most of them, diving and blocking in a getup that makes her
look like a padded Transformer. She got hit in practice the
day before, the ball missing her long leg pads and instead
finding an unprotected spot next to her kneecap.
Even though she suits up in a cushy exoskeleton before

puts in for her sport. She has started every game in
her collegiate career at Boston College.

Field hockey, a sport native to Europe with little
following in the United States, does not have the same
tradition as a dad teaching his son how to throw the
perfect spiral or how to set up in the batter’s box. Settipane grew up, like most athletes, with a ball at her
feet or in her hands. She planned to continue playing
basketball, her favorite sport, in high school. After being cut from the team in seventh grade, she practiced

this semester due to budgetary cuts on a
national level. The undergraduates involved
were informed of the program’s end over
the summer, well into their planning for the
year ahead.
Mark Reilly, regional executive director of Jumpstart’s Northeast district and
BC Law ’99, hopes that this will be just a
one-year hiatus. The program was closed
because Jumpstart received $3.1 million less
than anticipated from grants, and could not
fully make up the disparity through private
donations. The group plans to reapply for
the grant next year.
Americorps, a government-funded civil
society program, supports various foundations and organizations that engage adults
in community service work. With the assistance of Americorps funding, Jumpstart
has formed chapters at colleges across the
U.S. Since 1993, Jumpstart has trained
over 36,000 college students to work with
76.000 preschool children. Approximately
1.000 college students and volunteers have
worked with the Massachusetts and Rhode

See Settipane, B
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First, the Free Expression Reporting form is an
online wayfor students to privately report incidents in which they believe their free speech
was curtailed. Second, the Ten-Student
Service will allow students not in registered
student organizations to stage demonstrations on campus (currently, only recognized
groups can do this). If 10 or more students
wish to demonstrate, they can apply to meet
with UGBC within 48 hours of the planned
event. They will then push the proposal to
the Office ofStudent Involvement, effectively
sponsoring the demonstration.
Both initiatives come a few months after
the free speech and expression proposal
pitched by UGBC last semester was excluded
from the new version of the Student Guide
released in September. The policy, which was
passed by the Student Assembly, aimed to
limit BC’s ability to control who could conduct
protests and distribute fliers on campus. The
policy also suggested that a Committee for
Free Expressionbe formed on campus.
Thomas Napoli, UGBC president and

Yolanda Bustillo

See Jumpstart, A8

See UGBC, A3

BC professor clashes with Comm. Ave. barre studio on zoning law
Newton resident Noone, Modern Barre in
dispute over business in residential area
By

Sarah Moore

Asst. Metro Editor
A neighborly disagreement-turned-legaldispute is threatening the future operations of
Modern Barre Fitness, a local exercise studio
that has been servicing Boston College students and local residents for two years.
On Tuesday evening, clients and neigh-

bors of Modern Barre —including BC professor and Chair of the music department
Michael Noone—gathered in the Aldermanic
Chambers of Newton City Hall. The group
was composed of over 100 neighbors of the
University and Newton residents, as well as
BC students and faculty, among others, who
attended to hear the municipal legislator’s
decision on a local zoning ordinance of

particular concern for studio owner and
principal instructor Julia Robinson.
The zoning ordinance concerns the
Modern Barre property, located at the corner
of Commonwealth Ave. and Manet Rd., adjacent to Noone’s permanent residence. The
property, specifically 242 Commonwealth
Ave., currently houses two businesses including Robinson’s fitness studio.
Although Modern Barre limits class
sizes to only 12 students and encourages
off-siteparking, Noone and other neighbors
have dealt with an overcrowded parking lot

and a higher level of use in the space than
the permit legally allows for. Especially in
wake of the unavoidable traffic hazards that
were generated by snow and ice last winter,
local residents hope to eliminate potential
overcrowding and public safety concerns
where they can.
“The concern my client has is, quite
simply, this is a residential neighborhood in
which there is a site that has in the past had
some fairly low intensity use businesses, but
it is currently being used illegally,” said Ken
Parker, Noone’s legal representative. “The

concerns are two-fold: public safety and

intensity of use. My client is concerned given
the property owners past disregard for the
zoning laws—he

has asked for forgiveness
rather than for permission.”
Robinson was a member of the New
England Patriots cheerleading squad for the
2008 and 2009 seasons, and was inspired to
open Modern Barre because of that background. Although Modern Barre has been
operating out of its Newton location for two

See Barre, A8
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THINGS TO DO ON
CAMPUS THIS WEEK

The 11th annual Welles Remy Crowther Red Bandanna
Run, a 5k run in memory of Crowther, is
this Saturday. The race begins at 9 a.m.
in front of Gasson Hall, and checkin begins at 7:15 a.m. in The Rat.
Registration is $2O for students and IH‘
is done through RaceWire.
Vm

News
Briefs
New American
Dream
A

disparity has emerged be-

tween the traditional version of

the “American Dream” and what
the world actually sees, Martha
Bayles, a faculty member in the
Morrissey College of Arts and
Sciences wrote, in The Atlantic.
Bayles argued that the original
theme was three-tiered: prosperity, democracy, and freedom.
In this vision of the American
Dream, the basic rights of individuals must be respected.
Now, Bayles wrote, Americans no longer feel optimistic
about their own lives. “This, too,
is dangerous, because if these
Americans now feel weary and
mistrustful of the dream, they
will not make the necessary effort to share it with others,” she
wrote.

This shift can be explainedby
the end of “public diplomacy,” or
programming like libraries and
art exhibits meant to combat
Soviet censorship. This kind of
diplomacy is now seen as propagandist, Bayles wrote, and is
now judged obsolete. This, in
combination with corrupt foreign
regimes and terrorist attacks,
makes it important to reaffirm
all three parts of the American
dream, she wrote.
The new dream projected by
American television is a fantasy
of young men and women living
independently, with sexual freedom and money, like Friends and
Sex and the City.
“But perceptions matter, because these cultural exports are
now the main lens through which
billions of people judge America’s
intentions and ideals,” she wrote.
“What bothers people in many
non-Western societies is not
some feminist or socially liberal
message embedded in American
popular culture, but its sheer
callowness. Why, they ask, are
Americans so obsessed with the
stage of life between adolescence
and maturity? Why do so many
American movies and TV shows
focus on characters who seem
neurotically afraid of commitment and responsibility?”

Plaques in
O’Neill
Plaques honoring scholarship
winners were hung in the lobby
of O’Neill library. Each plaque
has an image of the scholarships’
namesakes as well as the names of
the undergraduate winners—most
recently, Cai Thomas, MCAS T6,
Ricardo Alberto, MCAS T6, and
Howie Kim, MCAS T6. The scholarships are named after Martin
Luther King, Jr., Archbishop Oscar
A. Romero, and Benigno and Corazon Aquino. Each ofthe scholarship
namesakes are from different cultural backgrounds, but all devoted
their life to service, said Associate
Vice Provost J. Joseph Burns to the
Office of News & Public Affairs.
“The plaques honor students
who have excelled academically,
but have also strengthened the different cultural communities they
represent on campus and expanded
the participation of those student
communities in developinga fuller,
richer educational experience for
all Boston College students,” Burns
said. “It is important for any community to honor the ‘stars’ of its
past who helped make it what it is,
but it is also important to hold these
young scholars up as inspirational
role models for generations of BC
students to come.”
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Dick Beardsley, renowned marathon champion and
keynote speaker, is coming to campus
on Thursday. Beardsley is best
known for winning the 1982 Boston
Marathon. The talk, hosted by
WeßunßC,
will be in Devlin Hall,
Room 008 at 7 p.m.

The Institute for the Study and Promotion of Race and
Culture is hosting its 15th annual twoday symposium on race, ‘Diversity
Challenge: Race, Culture and Social
Justice.” The conference begins on
Friday, at 8:15 a.m. in the Murray
Function room in Yawkey.
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Hawthorne, Douglass find new home in Burns
By Kate Mignosa

For The Heights
In Burns Library there is a
kind of time travel—early editions of antebellum works, as
their readers first experienced
them, said Paul Lewis, head curator of the most recent addition
to the Burns Exhibits, Nathaniel
Hawthorne and Frederick Douglass: Texts and Context. The exhibit opened in the Burns Library
on October 15 and will run until
Jan. 24, 2016.
The exhibit emphasizes the
important role Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Blithedale Romance
(1852) and Frederick Douglass’
The Heroic Slave (1853) played
in the social, political, and economic landscape of mid-1800s
Boston.
Lewis, also a professor in the
english department, believes it
is unique to fashion these two
seemingly different authors in
context with each other.
“Though rarely discussed
together, [these works] were
published about six months
apart by firms on the same block
in downtown Boston,” he said in
an email. “Each of the works occupies an important place in the
evolution of American thought
and writing.”
The collection includes first
and early editions of work by
Douglass and Hawthorne as
well as by Louisa May Alcott,
T. S. Arthur, Lydia Maria Child,
W. E. B. Dußois, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Olaudah Equiano,
Margaret Fuller, Harriet Jacobs,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Elizabeth Palmer Peabody,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Henry
David Thoreau, David Walker,
Booker T. Washington, and Phillis Wheatley.

The Heights
Boston College - MeElroy 113
140 Commonwealth Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 02467

The inspiration for this project came from the work of
Lewis’ undergraduate seminar
on literary Boston, during the
spring semester of 2015. Discussions in the seminar centered
on the works of Douglass and
Hawthorne and analyzed their
individual and collaborative
depictions on issues such as
feminism, anti-slavery, and political tensions central to the
time period in which they were

Editor - in - Chief(617) 552-2223
Editorial
General (617) 552-2221
Managing Editor (617) 552-4286
News Desk (617) 552-0172
Sports Desk (617) 552-0189
Metro Desk (617) 552-3548
Features Desk (617) 552-3548
Arts Desk (617) 552-0515
Photo (617) 552-1022
Fax (617) 552-4823

written.

Lewis has been responsible
in executing exhibits at the Boston Public Library and was also
highly involved in getting an Edgar AllanPoe statue implanted in
downtown Boston last year.
Lewis attributes much of the
initial work behind the exhibit
to Boston College undergraduate student researchers Salvatore Berger, Samantha Breen,
LSOE ’l6, John Carey, MCAS
T6, Shari Dryden, MCAS T6,
Felicia Figueiredo, Justin Kresevic, MCAS T6, Natasha Lopez,
Ingrid Marquardt, MCAS T6,
Adriana Olaya-Pineda, MCAS
’l6, Steve Wagner, and Mary
Yuengert, MCAS T6.
In addition, he emphasized
the work of associate curator
of the project, Scott Reznick,
a professor and doctoral candidate in the English department.

“I think [this exhibit] can
help people reflect on our own
current moment, and the issues

that we face and how solutions
are often difficult, but that does
not meanwe should not engage

with them as both of these writers did,” Reznick said.
The advanced topics seminar
required the students to track
down contextual pieces related
to several main contextual ele-
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The exhibit examines the social landscape of Boston in the mid-1800s.
ments, including the author’s

we put in over the semester and

lives and works, abolition, representations of the heroic, and
African American literature.
Students explored the Burns
library for pieces from the era,
and also reached out to other
libraries for various elements of
the display.
At several points in the semester, the students presented
their findings in relation to the
text for Lewis and Reznick to critique. At the end of the semester,
each student contributed two
to three objects to the exhibit.
Labels for each piece inform the
public of its importance. Each
student also wrote an analytical
paper that incorporated his or
her research discoveries.
“Having the exhibit at the
end was incredibly motivating,”
Olaya-Pineda said. “The exhibit
is the culmination of all of our
research and all the hard work

to connect our reading with his-

tory and with Boston.”

The physical layout of the
exhibit highlights the contextual
categories of the research completed in a practical manner. The
design of each object’s label, context boards, and informational
posters were a collaborative
effort among Lincoln, Reznick,
and several graduate students in
the English department. Reznick
hopes that the public comes
away with an appreciation for
the complexities ofevery historical moment.
“The 1840 sand 1850s were a
time of immense reform activity
and Boston was the hub of it,”
Reznick said. “Boston, in a lot
of ways, has always been at the
forefront for pushing for radical
change, and here in the exhibit
you can see some of the founding
documents of this.” ¦

Clinton Kelly to return to alma mater, talks careers
By Sophie

Reardon

Heights Staff
Clinton Kelly, BC ’9l, from
What Not to Wear will be coming to Boston College this Friday. But, instead of rehauling a

student’s wardrobe, he will share
some insight into how his career
has changed and developedsince
graduating from BC.
Kelly’s speech will be the first
of several in the Careers Reimagined series led by the Career Services office. Two to three alumni
will participate over the 2015-16
school year.
“The purpose of Careers
Reimagined is to offer students
the opportunity to learn from
alumni who have crafted unique
and significant careers,” said
Joseph Du Pont, associate vice
president of student affairs.
After graduating from BC in
1991, Kelly went on to receive
his master’s degree in journalism
from Northwestern University.
Before hosting ABC’s The Chew

and TLC’s What Not to Wear,
Kelly worked as a magazine editor and freelance writer in New
York City. He also wrote two
books— The Chew: What’s for
Dinner? and Freakin’ Fabulous
on a Budget —and
is currently
writing for a monthly column for
Women’s Day Magazine.
While Kelly’s journey mostly
focuses on journalism and television, the series will host different
alumni with various careers.
“The alumni speakers will
come from diverse fields but
one thing they will have in common is that they chose a path
they could not have imagined
for themselves when they were
students,” Du Pont said. “They
will also have demonstrated discipline, resiliency, imagination,
and alertness to opportunity,
which we believe are characteristics young men and women
require in today’s job market.”
He also stressed the importance of students understanding
that career paths change through-

POLICE BLOTTER
Friday, Oct. 16
3:51 p.m. A report was filed regarding an assault and battery in
McGuinn Hall.

10/16/15- 10/19/15
to a student who was transported to
a medical facility.

out the course of one’s life.

new opportunities and experi-

“On one level, we all crave

direction and sometimes even
want someone to tell us what to
do,” Du Pont said. “These can be
good things, but in reality, the
best outcomes are often reached
when students are also open to

6:37 p.m. A report was filed regarding a minor in possession.
-

Saturday, Oct. 17
12:32 a.m. A report was filed regarding medical assistance provided
to a student who was transportedto
a medical facility.
-

medical facility.
6:22 a.m. - A report was filed regarding medical assistance provided to
an underage intoxicated student
who was transported to a medical

facility from Xavier Hall.

A report was filed regarding medical assistance provided
-

Source: The

Boston College

Police Department

Arts Events
For future arts events, email a detailed description of the event and
contact information to the Arts
Desk. Call Ryan Dowd, Arts and
Review Editor, at (617) 552-0515, or
email arts@bcheights.com.
Clarifications / Corrections
The Heights strives to provide its
readers with complete, accurate, and
balanced information. If you believe
we havemade a reporting error, have
information thatrequires a clarification or correction, or questions about
The Heights standards and practices,
you may contact John Wiley, Editor
"in-Chief, at (617) 552-2223, or email
-

eic@bcheights.com.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Delivery
To have The Heights delivered to your
home each week or to report distribution problems on campus, contact
Chris Stadtler, General Manager at
(617)552-0547.
Advertising
The Heights is one of the most effective ways to reach the BC
community. To submit a classified, display, or online advertisement, call our advertising office at
(617) 552-2220 Monday through
Friday.

This correction is
in reference to Vol.
XCVI, No. 36. In
the article titled
‘“You Have to Make
Room:’ Daniel Dae
Kim on race, show
biz,” the TV show
Dr. Ken was incorrectly referred to as
Dr. Kim.
ALEX TRAUTWIG

/

HEIGHTSSENIOR STAFF

Kelly, BC ’9l, came to the University in 2011 to speak on his career.

VOICES FORM THE DUSTBOWL
What is your go-to coffee order?
“Skinny iced cinnamon
dolce lattefrom Starbucks.
It’s great.”
—Alessandra Scorzella,
MCAS 17

“I only drink tea, coffee is kind of bitter.”
—Brett Biscoll,
CSOM 'IS

—

12:51 a.m.

ences without knowing where
they may lead. Kelly and other
speakers in this series will share
stories that relate to this theme,
and how they took advantage
of opportunities that presented
themselves along the way.” ¦

News Tips
Have a news lip or a good idea for a
story? Call Carolyn Freeman, News
Editor, at (617) 552-0172, or email
news@beheights.com. For future
evenls, email a detailed description
of the event and contact information
to the News Desk.

CORRECTIONS

-

1:32 a.m. - A report was filed regarding medical assistance provided to
a student who was transported to a

Newspaper

“An iced americano.
It has a lot ofcaf-

feine.”

—Annie Keller,
MCAS ’lB
“ edium black, I don’t
M
like it sugary.”
—lsabella Rodriguez,
CSON ’lB
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‘I have no other choice:’ Ta-Nehisi Coates on race, progress
Coates, from A1

proud.
“If people know, will they therefore do the
right thing?” Coates said in the Q&A portion of
the night, expressing doubt that even if people
are aware there is racism, they may not fix it.
Before the event was opened up for ques-

about the men and women around Gasson
100 who were wearing the tape over their

mouths to symbolize BC’s censorship of
students on racial issues. Coates did not
know what was happening, he said.
“I don’t know what’s going on but in
my days as a student, speaking up was very
important, resistance was very important,”
Coates said.
In his talk, Simmons insisted that BC
does a very good job of “setting the world
aflame elsewhere,” but that the community
is not working nearly hard enough to do
that on its own campus. Smith attempted
several times to interrupt Simmons and
ask if he had a question, but he raised his
voice each time.
“Although we’re really good at saying
we need to address inequality elsewhere, as
soon as we turn the mirror to BC they stop
saying that,” he said. “When you’re doing this
work and feeling this pain, how do you keep
going, what keeps you going?”
“I have no other choice,” Coates said.
“That’s what keeps me going.”
The members of Eradicate Boston College Racism feel that BC, a university that
prides itself on its ideals of social justice,
is hypocritical by punishing and disciplining students who engage in protest while
promoting social justice. Eradicate Boston
College Racism leaders Sriya Bhattacharyya,
GLSOE ’l6, and Kimberly Ashby, GSLOE
T6, explained that tape that has been used
to demonstrate censorship and silencing,
especially on college campuses, for years.
Eradicate Boston College Racism’s end
goal is for students of color to have the ability
to become involved in redesigning how the
University treats incidents ofbias. Resources

tions, Coates

The pains
By

delved into his motivations for

writing his book, Between the World and Me,
which is addressed to his teenage son. He be-

...

gan by expressing the emotions he experienced
as he took on a paternal role at a fairly young

age after his son was born.
“I felt incredibly, incredibly needed,” Coates

JULIA HOPKINS/HEIGHTS STAFF

such as the 2013 campus climate data, a
survey completed by 3,330 undergraduate
students on how to respond to racial climate

have been stifled by the university before, and Eradicate Boston College
Racism wants to publish that data.
on campus,

Broader goals include educational reform, the development of a more culturally
inclusive curriculum that includes more
than just a Eurocentric perspective, the
creation of a more diverse environment for
students, faculty, board of trustee members

of color, international status, and female and/
or gendernonconforming.
Bhattacharyya and Ashby were pleased
with the large interest in the protest. When
looking back at their time at BC, they said, it
is their actions that will make them the most

said. “At the same time, I felt really scared.”
The writer spoke about his love for his son
and his overwhelming desire to protect him.
He recognized that all parents feel this way,
but said that it is a much deeper concern for
him because of his dark skin.
“If you are a black parent in America, that
is a totally different kind of fear,” he said.
After presenting this natural need to
protect his child as one incentive to write,
he brought up another subject that motivated him—the loss of a friend. In 2000, a
friend from Howard University was shot
by a policeman.
Coates explained that for the first three
days after Prince Carmen Jr. was killed, he
read about the story, but only knew that the
victim was a young, unarmed man of color
who attended Howard. It was not until later
on that he made the connection to realize
the man was, in fact, his friend.
“I don’t know that it changes anything,”
Coates said regarding his decision to
write the book. “I don’t know that it alters
anything.” ¦

Maggie Powers, Managing Editor and
Carolyn Freeman, News Editor contributed
to this report

of creative work

Alexandra Allam

Heigh ts Staff
In his junior high drawing class, Spencer
Harrison first came across the frequent link
between creative geniuses and their failed
relationships. Years later, as a professor and
researcher in the Carroll School of Management, Harrison found a consistent message
on creativity.
“It just made me wonder if organizations had become really good at offloading
the traditional social cost of creativity onto
people’s families and friends outside ofwork,
while they were capturing all of the benefits
of creativity at work,” Harrison said. “I was
just curious, do people treat their significant
others worse when they’re creative as a result

of the work they’re doing?”
This curiosity led Harrison to research
the impacts of creativity onrelationships. He
conducted a study where he surveyed workers and their significant others daily. “Spilling
Outside the Box: The Effects of Individuals’
Creative Behaviors at Work on Time Spent
with their Spouses at Home,” was published
in the Academy of Management Journal by
Harrison and University of Oregon assistant
professor of Management David Wagner.
“Conducting research is intensive and
attending to each piece of the process in suf-

ficient detail requires a tremendousamount
of work,” Wagner said. “That said, it was
really enjoyable working through different

challenges, offering divergent perspectives,
engaging in give and take with my coauthor
and journal reviewers, and ultimately constructing what I thinkis an interesting paper
with some provocative and useful findings.”
In the study, the worker would reply
to surveys sent to them during the day via
email about the activities they did at work.
At night, the significant other was responsible for answering questions, surveying the
amount of time the two spent together, and
the activities they did together. Harrison
explained that this study resulted in two
significant findings.
“Thing number one, is that we really enjoy
being creative, especially the kind of brainstorming, idea-generation parts of creativity
and, as a result, I thinkthat we’re usually kind
of ignorant of the downstream effects of that
creativity” Harrison said. “And what we find
is that if you’re doing that sort of creativity at
work, when you come home you spend less
time with your significant other.”
Harrison believes these results are due to
the workers’ brains continuing to focus on the
open-ended questions remaining from the
creativework that they were doing. He thinks
that the people continue to engage in their
thoughts rather than with other humans.
“The second thing we found that’s really
important is the way to stop these things
from happening is to actually have people
get feedback on the creativework that they’re
doing,” Harrison said.
Harrison explained that many are afraid of

receiving information about their downfalls.
The results showed that the more individuals
were given feedback, however, the more open
they were to ideas when they came home,
and the more time they could spend in their
relationships. This overlooked aspect of getting feedback, he said, is important to keep
people and their relationships healthy.
“Feedback is critical in the creative process,” Wagner said in an email. “The process
of developing this project—and paper—is
an example, but feedback in a wide range
of creative endeavors also attests to this
importance.”
With evidence supporting the idea that
relationships suffer as result of creativity,
Harrison emphasized the importance in
seeking out creative feedback.
“It’s not so much that there’s this dark side
to creativity,” Harrison said. “The better part
of this study is saying that there’s this really
great benefit to creative feedback and that’s
actuallysomething that so many people have
avoided for so many years.”
Harrison argued that creative feedback
cannot be avoided any longer. Instead,he said
that each individual should seek out others
who can offer the best feedback on their
projects and other creativeoutlets—it makes
people more creative and healthier.
“Many people find it difficult to completely compartmentalize life domains, so
we would do well to consider how the various domains interact and adapt in a way that
allows us to adequatelyattain performance
objectives while also leading individually full,
satisfying, healthy lives,” Wagner said. “Work
is just one piece of a largerpuzzle—managers
and workers need to understand that.”
The findings from their study, Harrison
said, could generate various questions for innovators. He expressed concern for the risks
large business corporations, such as Apple,
must take in order to yield the innovations
consistently expected from consumers and
provided by their employees.
“What does Apple have to do as a company to get their employees to be super creative?” Harrison said. “Are they using policies
that might help themin the short run but hurt
them in the long run?”
The results prove that getting feedback to
workers, including BC students, will benefit
their relationships. However, the impacts this
will have on the generation of creativity are
still unknown.
If one is exposed more to potential criticism, will the motivation to create diminish?
If the brain spends less time thinking creatively and more time engaging in relationships, will the production ofthought and the
resulting creativity suffer?
“I don’t know for sure,” Harrison said. “I
think that you would probably find that the
person that is in the healthier set of relationships over time and is better at seeking feedback from others is more likely to be more
creative over time. That would be something
that wouldbe really fun to investigate.” ¦

DREW HOO/ HEIGHTS EDITOR

The new initiatives enablestudents to host demonstrationsand report incidents of censorship that happen on campus, through

With new initiatives, UGBC eases process
for students seeking avenues of expression
UGBC, from A1
MCAS ’l6, said UGBC will continue to

work with the administration for more
open free expressionpolicies.
Despite the fact that this policy did not
make it into the Guide, he said the conversation on free expressionis continuing
on campus, and professors, students,
and administrators are now aware of the

problem.
The reporting form is an outlet to track
instances where community members’

feel their free speech was limited. With
the data, UGBC will see whether they can
assist the reporting party in reversing the

decision, and over time, track patterns
ofreports.
“This is taking control of what we can
take control of,” Napoli said. “The free

expressionpolicy was not passed—okay,
it was passed by the Student Assembly,

Also, as UGBC will be responsible for
the demonstration, it will consider the
nature of it to protect the organization

“ his is taking control of
T
what we can take control
of We can’t control
University policy. This is
something that we can
do and I think itprovides
a tangible service to
students’.’
Thomas Napoli, UGBC
president and MCAS ’l6
from liability issues.

but it shows the limits of the Student
Assembly. We can’t control University
policy. This is something that we can do
and I think it provides a tangible service
to students.”
UGBC will consider two factors when
deciding whether to apply for a demonstration on students’ behalf.
Theywill consider whether or not the
demonstration would violate the biasmotivated offense policy—that is, if it is
motivated by bias toward race, religion,
disability, sexual orientation, nationality,

Neither the new plan for demonstrations nor the reporting form were
formal resolutions passed through the
Student Assembly, though members
were included in the decision-making
process—particularly the Student Rights
Committee, one of seven committees in
the Student Assembly.
Because both plans are more of a
service than a policy, Napoli said it did
not need to formally pass through the

gender, or ethnicity.

vice president of UGBC and MCAS ’l7,

Student Assembly.
Napoli and Olivia Hussey, executive

noted that the action plan has two goals.
First, the initiative gives students not
in registered student organizations the
opportunity to demonstrate in a more
spontaneous, unrestricted manner.
Second, it shows the administration
how necessary it is to shift University

policy.
“It will just further go to show that
free expression is necessary on campus
and it’s not just a one year fad,” Hussey
said. “It’s not a phase that’s going to go

away.”
Napoliis a strong believer that policy
can affect culture, and he hopes to show
students that UGBC is prioritizing this
issue and will stand by them.
In recent years, UGBC has primarily
approached policy shifts in meetings
with administrators behind closed
doors.
Neither Napoli nor Hussey could recall a recent time when UGBC constructed an alternate method for students to
work around administrative policies.
“A lot of times with UGBC, we say
we’ll do things, and we get pushback
from administration, and nothing happens, and years go by, and they’re like,
‘Well, we tried,”’ Hussey said.
“So now, with this, we are continuing
to try with administration but we’re also
finding alternative methods to create
more and expand free expressionrights.
I think the purpose of a student government is to create change.” ¦
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Boston celebrates 20 years of donating cans for a cause
Madeleine D’Angelo

By

For The Heights

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CANSTRUCTION

Each year, teams have just 12 hours to build structures with no permanent adhesives.

Almost no one who walks past the
Boston Society of Architects’ (BSA)
sleek black exterior would expect to
find a giant Tamagotchi constructed
entirely from cans inside. But during
Canstruction, Boston’s yearly contest
and subsequent exhibit, which runs
throughout the rest of the month,
visitors will find exactly that, along
with 24 other giant, brightly-colored
structures built from over a thousand
cans each.
Started in 1992 by the Society for
Design Administration in New York
City, Canstruction began as a community service project for people
working on the business side of design
and architecture firms. By 1995 Boston
picked up the event, starting with just
three structures in the South Station T
stop. This year’s contest marks the 20th
anniversary of Canstruction Boston,
and it boasts 25 meticulously created
structures under the theme “Celebrate!
20 Years in Boston.”
Kerry Heckman, the chair of
Canstruction Boston, admits that
organizing the event is certainly not
an easy task. During the planning
process, which is year-round with
a “small hiatus” in the winter, there
are thousands of tiny details to iron
out while on a “shoestring budget,”
she explained, such as the logistics of
coordinating with the BSA and find-

ing a grocer who can donate and help
transport the cans. Heckman said that
this year Whole Foods stepped in at the
last minute, delivering a semi-truck
full of cans on the building day and
donated “two semi trucks and drivers
to take the cans to the food bank” for
when the deconstruction takes place
on Oct. 31.
The Canstruction contest is a “labor of love” for the firms involved as
competitors and for the organizers in
charge, both of whom do their work
for Canstruction on top of their fulltime jobs. Firms often begin designing
their projects as soon as the theme is
announced, some choosing to test build
their designs virtually or even physically. Each team buys their own cans as
part of their donation and spends the
whole year budgeting and searching for
sponsors. But despite the work, they
“just keep coming back,” oftentimes
drawing in new firms with them to
compete, Heckman explained.
During the competition itself, the
teams have a full 12 hours to build
their structure, with each team starting at 8 a.m. and some not leaving
until just before 8 p.m. They must
build “one can at a time,” resulting in
a day of “controlled chaos” at the BSA.
The teams are allowed “no permanent
adhesives,” and rely mostly upon a
quarter-inch thin leveling material,
very small rods, and sometimes even
zip ties and rubber bands. But most
teams strive to complete the “purest

structure” possible, relying solely upon
the shape and color of the cans to bring
their creation to life. The competition
is fierce as the teams compete to win
one of seven awards, ranging from
the Jurors’ Favorite to the Best Use of
Labels, which could bring them to the
international competition and are for
the most part awarded by a panel of
seven judges not directly connected
to the Canstruction event.
This year’s competition will bring
in a record number of 85,533 cans for
the Merrimack Valley Food Bank—more than double what Canstruction
gave last year. Heckman said that
Merrimack Valley Food Bank is very
smart about what it does with the
food, pushing the fresh cans that come
from Canstruction into storage for the
summer months when donations drop,
and quickly using the food from the numerous canned food drives that occur
during the cold, holiday months.
Board member Allison Scott highlights that within Boston’s thriving architecture and design world, Canstruction allows people in the industry to
“think beyond themselves” and give
back, while creatively pushing themselves “outside of their comfort zone.”
“The industry wouldn’t be able to
survive without creating beautiful and
hopeful places for people,” she said.
By drawing people in off of the
busy streets of Boston with enchanting, carefully built “can-structures,”
Canstruction does just that. ¦

After sexual assault case, Über needs to revamp driver background checks
found guilty of kidnapping and raping a
female passenger in Boston. The driver

reportedly lured the woman into his
car and later climbed into the backseat,
strangled the woman, and sexually
assaulted her, according to The Boston
Globe. He will spend at least 10 years

Bennet Johnson
Anyone who is a regular Über user
knows the drill. Every time you finish a
ride, you give your driver a rating from
one to five stars. Most likely you don’t
put much thought into those ratings
but for Über, they’re crucial.
These ratings seem to be the only
reliable way for the ride-sharing company to currently monitor customer
feedback. There isn’t much the company is doing right now—besides controversial background checks—to track
which drivers are better than others,
and which should stay off of the road.
Having a say in who is behind the
wheel of our ride is becoming increasingly important. We want to know that
we are going to be safe when we get in
—

an Über.

Last week, a former Über

driver was

Boston College also includes Über on
its website as an option for parents and
students to get around Boston. The app
is everywhere—and everyone is using
it.

It’s clear that Über

isn’t leaving us

anytime soon, but if the company wants

in prison.
Back in December, I wrote a column

to remain the main option for college
students to get in and out of Boston, it

about many of the controversies surfrom price
rounding Über—ranging
gouging to Über’s invasion of user privacy and safety concerns. As an experiment, I decided to delete my Über app.
I lasted about two months before I was
standing alone on a street corner in the
middle of Winter Storm Juno waiting
for an Über to save me from the latest
wave of Snowmageddon 2015 (The T
was shut down, of course.)
It’s simply too hard to go without
Über, especially as a college kid living
in Boston. I’ve used the app eight times
over the past month, and I was recently
frightened to hear that my mom (who
is technologically challenged, to say
the least) occasionally uses the app
to get around good ’ol Minnesota.

needs a major reality check. The long
list of the company’s problems that
continue
have been coined “Übergate”
accumulate,
to
and Über needs to make
passenger safety its top priority.
Many states across the country are
demanding that ride-sharing companies like Über and Lyft institute more
thorough background checks. Last year,
prosecutors in California argued that
Über has failed to properly inspect its
drivers, some of whom were convicted
sex offenders, kidnappers, and murderers.

Massachusetts lawmakers are
currently making solid progress in
reevaluating how Über runs the road.
Several proposals are being reviewed
by the State House that would regulate

the ride-sharing companies and focus
on passenger safety. The bills call for
extensive background checks for prospective drivers and require vehicles to
display official signs.
One of the bills would require
Über applicants to submit fingerprint
samples that would be validated by the
State. Über already has fingerprint policies in two cities: Houston, Texas and
Columbus, Ohio. But the company has
ferociously fought against fingerprint
checks elsewhere, arguing that these
scans would cause certain applicants
to be flagged unfairly, and slow the

process of hiring drivers. On the other
hand, Taxi drivers and lobbyists would
be eager to see statewide fingerprint
policies put in place, including for their
own drivers.
State Rep. Michael Moran is a cosponsor of the bill that would require
fingerprinting and explained that Über
is pushing hard to get more drivers on
the road to serve high demand
“Anything that slows down their
ability to get [an applicant] in a car
and driving for Über, they don’t want,”

Moran told Boston.com.
Why wouldn’t Über want the highest level of background checks on its
drivers that represent everything the
company stands for?
Sure the fingerprinting process
would slow Über from getting more
drivers on the road, but I’m happy
to wait longer for a ride as long as I
know I can trust my driver. From a
consumer’s point of view, safety is the
top priority.
If Über wants to continue to grow
on college campuses across Boston, the
company absolutely needs increased
safety and background checks for its
drivers. The nearly 250,000 students
living in the city—especially women—will
not get into the backseat of an
Über if they do not feel safe.
Now it’s up to Gov. Charlie Baker
and the State to take action. We can’t
have another instance of an Über driver
taking advantage of a passenger.

Bennet Johnson is the Metro
Editor for The Heights. He can be
reached at metro@bcheights.com.

Patagonias and prepinesss aren’t all that’s at Head of the Charles
Alec Greaney
It was a frigid afternoon on Sunday,
which was annoying. Early morning had
shown signs of the world freezing and
becoming generally awful, but then the
sun came out, the wind died down, and
I was tricked into leaving my fleece in
my room, disgusted by the possibility
of having to strip off and hold the jacket
for the rest of the afternoon. In classic
New England fashion, the breeze made a
remarkable comeback as soon as I arrived,
the sun skipped out on work way before
5, and I was left shivering and waddling
alongside the Charles River, day-dreaming of wool socks and heated ski masks. I
had just about decided this wasn’t worth
it when my friend texted me, saying she’d
just arrived.
“here! we’re in the parking lot by all the
boats”
I might not have known what to wear,
but I did know enough about the race’s
structure to realize all the boats were
parked at the finish line. But they weren’t
in one parking lot—that would be too
simple. Each truck from eachschool or
organization carried several boats, and it
took multiple lots to pack in the trucks.
Meanwhile, trying to find someone while
navigating through a mass ofpeople all going in opposite directions, and also trying
to avoid getting smacked in the head with
a boat being carried to or from a dock,

made actually rowing the boats look like
the easiest chore of the day. But that’s the
Head of the Charles for you.
In one way, the lack of common familiarity with HoCR (the initialism based off
its formal name, Head of the Charles Regatta) makes sense. My roommate couldn’t
tell you a thing about the largest and most
diverse crew event in the country. And
yet, walking across or looked out over one
of the five packed bridges that span the
3-mile course, you might not believe that
anyone in or around Boston didn’t show
up to it.
I’m not good at estimating numbers,
so if you asked, I’d probably throw out a
showing of anywhere between 20,000 and
20 million people. Over the course of the
weekend, Wikipedia says 300,000 spectators will go, while HoCß.org says 400,000.
Believe whom you will, but either way,
that’s a crazy turnout for such an offbeat
sport.
To give it some perspective, let’s
compare it to another main Boston event
where people stand on a course and cheer
for people more athletic than themselves
passing by: the Boston Marathon.
There are plenty of differences—none
more important than the convenient location near Boston College—but the general
premise of cheering alongside the race is
the same. In total, about 500,000 people
will cheer over the 26.1-mile distance for
the 27,000 entrants. Meanwhile, 400,000
people will pack into a 3-mile stretch of
river—be it over two days—to see just
11,000 rowers. Such a crowded, well-attended event, and it still flies somewhat
under the radar.
I wanted to know why people showed

up, so I asked some ofmy friends, Sarah—my ÜberPool companion on the way
there, not the lovely Metro editor—and a
few other strangers I mistakenly thought
wanted to talk with me. The answers, almost invariably and rather unsurprisingly,
were that they knew someone racing.
There were two exceptions to this
sweeping generalization. The first was
one of my friends who has a cousin that
rows but just volunteered at HoCR and a
sister that worked a food tent. That’s still
a personal connection to the Regatta, so
he’ll count toward the in-crowd. The other,
however, had the reason I’d been expecting to hear more of: “it was a fun thing in
Boston that was happening.”
I get that the HoCR won’t get as much
recognition at BC as the Boston Marathon,
simply because of its proximity, and the
fact that there’s basically a whole holiday
(of drinking) devoted to the latter—“Patriots’ Day,” sure, but really it’s just “Marathon
Monday.”
But if you do manage to traverse
the aggravatinglyclose distance to the
Charles—under 15 minutes away by car,
but the better part of an hour by T—you’ll
see that it blows away BC’s “preppiness.”
Patagonias, many of which are customized to be crew-specific, are everywhere.
There’s an entire walk-in Brooks Brothers
tent, across from a near-infinite stretch of
vendors marketing top-of-the-line ergs,
oars, and shells (basic crew stuff).
It’s a race that seems designed just for
those in the crew world, those people who
analyze which rowers are “rushing the
slide” and reminisce about the worst times
they “caught a crab.”
But there’s stufffor those who don’t

know what a “cox” is. A pair of announcers a little before the finish line provides
commentary for those who don’t know the
difference between the men’s champ-eights
or the men’s master eights, or that certain
boats with crimson oars weren’t actually
Harvardboats, they were just borrowing
the equipment for the day.
You can see a group of Wesleyan
alumni, which had an average age of 69.
There’s mulled cider, doritos tacos in a bag,
“Grilled Cheese Please.” Best of all, even
while launches from the starting line are
staggered and winners are judged by time,
some boats will always end up passing
others, and the occasional crashing of

oars provides an odd thrill to an otherwise

repetitive sport.
I’ve gone to HoCR the past couple years
to see my own friends from high school

race, and I’ll continue to go as long as they
keep guilt-tripping me to show up. Really,
as long as its geographically feasible, I’ll

keep heading to the banks of the Charles to
enjoy a nice fall afternoon in the city.

Honestly, I’ll be back there next year
just for one of those clam chowder bread
bowls. lust don’t let me forget my coat.

Alec Greaney is an editor for The
Heights. He can be reached at metro@
bcheights.com.
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Nearly 400,000 spectators went to the Head of the Charles Regatta this past weekend.
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Startup connects clubs to companies
Pasquale DiFilippo
Heights Staff

By

Pranam Lipinski started Door
of Clubs to connect clubs with
companies. Lipinski is an Endicott College grad and former real
estate developer, and believes
that his experience in real estate
development gave him the tools
to succeed in creating his own
venture.

“I had a change of heart with
what I wanted to do in my life,” he
said. “I always wanted to make a
contribution and help students
during their most transformative
years.”
Lipinski and his two founders,
Adam Rosen and Oscar-Wyett
Moore, began speaking to student
clubs last fall. This past spring,
Lipinski and his team began holding events between the clubs that
he spoke with and companies in
the Boston area.
“Our goal is to work with
these students and give them
more opportunities to present
themselves in front of employers,”
Lipinski said.
Lipinski’s company has raised
an angel round of $250,000 from
ißobot’s HR Chief, Don Dion. His
business platform allows companies to discover student clubs that
are aligned with their business.
Door of Clubs currently has over

300 student clubs on its platform

a relationship,” Lipinski said. “By

across the country, including

the time students are seniors, they
would have already built a solid
relationship with this employer.”
Door of Clubs also offers companies the option to create a
profile themselves. This allows
companies to discover clubs at
universities that they are targeting,
and the ability to communicate
directly with student leaders. “The
company can message a club, just
like a club can message a company
and can directly sponsor clubs on
the platform,” Lipinski said. Door
of Clubs is focused on giving students the ability to gain facetime
with these companies and does not
charge a transaction fee, Lipinski
said. Door of Clubs currently has
over 50 companies on its platform,
including Quicken Loans, Sony,
Pandora, and TripAdvisor.
“The companies on our platform range from large Fortune
500 companies, all the way down
to startups,” he said.
Companies can pay for different tiers of service, ranging from
a limited free package, up to a
premium package for $l,OOO per
month.
Lipinski cites the initial challenge of a lack of platform dedicated to student organizations
and companies as something that
drove him to start Door of Clubs.
“Many students have the ability
to change the trajectory of their
lives during college—l’ve
seen
many that did not have the opportunities, because they didn’t
know where to turn to and how
to navigate the recruiting process,” he said.
In the future, Lipinski hopes
to see his club grow and give
students the ability to contact
companies while feeling comfortable during the recruiting
process.
“I want to give an English or
philosophy major from a noname school, because she’s in a
club, the ability to get face-toface with employers,” he said. ¦

those from Boston College, Harvard, Georgia Tech, and Notre
Dame. Currently, the majority of
clubs on the platform are tech and
diversity-focused, both of which
are becoming increasingly popular in today’s job market.
Lipinski and his team are
based out of WeWork, a coworking station in South Station.
Door ofClubs offers a web-based
platform that allows student clubs
to create a profile page. “This can
either be through resume books,
info sessions, or speaker series,”
he said.
Lipinski explained that the
response has been positive, and
clubs from all over the country
have been using the service. Door
of Clubs has seen many clubs and
companies reach out and engage
with each other, which ultimately
results in both parties setting up
events and partnerships. Clubs
can create a custom profile and
tailor it toward employers in
different industries, and directly
message other clubs on the platforms for advice or partnership
opportunities and can request
sponsorship to raise money for
their clubs.
“It’s a place where students can

directly

connect

with businesses

through sponsorships and build

PHOTO COURTESY OF DOOR OF CLUBS

Door of Clubs founders meet with students to connect them with companies.
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Into the storm: confronting
life and seeking the hard truth
nursing a small cup of coffee
and waiting for the insanity to

Archer Parquette
I stood behind glass doors
that led out into the world. My
backpack was over my shoulders, causing a damp sweat
to form along my shoulder
blades. It was raining outside,
the downpour intensifying,
the patter of water on concrete
just barely audible from behind
the cover of the glass. I had
somewhere to be, off-campus,
a journey to make into the city,
into New England. Looking
out at the cold and the rain, I
considered turning around and
returning to my bed.
Earlier that morning, I
woke up expecting to see a full
orchestra crammed shoulderto-shoulder inside of my room
playing “The Ecstasy of Gold.”
That’s the kind of stuff that
usually happens when I have
a column to write. But when I
woke up there was nothing but
the quiet of my room and the
slight stench of day-old pizza.
It felt terribly empty.
As I went through a mundane morning routine, I kept
expecting a dark, terrifying figure to jump out at me and start
yelling, or maybe I would faint
and have a conversation with a
crazy dead relative. Would the
ghastly, unmentioned creatures
of Nyarlathotep rise from the
toilet bowl and chase me from
my room? Or would the tree
people burst through the windows, seeking their bloody revenge? Something had to happen, something had to drive me
to inspiration and spark a few
hundred words of Boston-loving good times. If there wasn’t
anything odd or amusing going
on around me, I didn’t think
I had the motivation to leave
Walsh. I didn’t know if I could
face another normal day.
“Hey,” I said to my roommate, after preparing myself for
the day. “Have there been any
sightings of flying giraffe monsters, or disgruntled detectives
who have a bone to pick with
me, or even washed-up rock
stars with heroin habits desperately seeking my wisdom?”
“Nope,” my roommate said.
“Are you going into the city
today?”
“I don’t know,” I said,
slightly disturbed by the lack of
disturbing events.
I made my way to the dining
hall and sat in a corner booth,

begin. Sitting in the emptiness
I began to wonder what kind of
column I could possibly write.
What did I have to tell people?
What did anyone want to hear?
What was the point? Why confront the world when I could
just hide myself away?
That was when a man approached my booth and sat
down across from me. He
rested both elbows on the table
and looked at me.
“Oh good,” I said. “You must
be another hallucination who’ll
tell me what to do and provide
some lighthearted insight into
various Boston landmarks and
events.”
“Don’t bother with the
shtick,” he said. “Tell me what
you want to do in the city, why
you want to go in this first
place. Why should anyone want
to go?”
“Because—”
I began.
“And don’t give me that ‘appreciate what you have’ crap,”
he said. “You haven’t gone into
the city in a damn long time,
but you keep writing about
the city and you keep assaulting readers with weirdness.
Why is that? You have a forum
to speak to people, in some
capacity. Now is your chance.
What do you actually have to
say?”
I stuttered and my face
turned beet red, as it often
does, “I
I was just going to
get some pastries or something. Who are you anyway?”
...

“You were going to sit in
your room the whole day and
read, and then write a column

about how to live a worthwhile
life. Don’t lie to me.”

“I like reading,” I said.
“Come on, leave me alone.”
“You owe whoever’s reading
this column some honesty,” he
said. “Writing is a pure way to
communicate and establish an
honest connection with someone you’ve never met.”
“What do you want from
me? Why are you here?”
“I’m here to say that maybe
beneath all the insanity, the
wacky characters, and pretentious literary allusions, all
of that, you’re just a scared,
uncertain child who’s afraid he
has nothing to say and no one
to say it to. Maybe you haven’t
yet been able to truly grasp
the fragile nature of life and
the constant shedding of the
old to bring in the new. Maybe
you’ve never admitted to
another human being that the
first two weeks of college were
two of the most frightening,

sad weeks of your life because
you know your anxieties are
small and you think no one
else cares. But, in these printed
words, you have some sort of
responsibility to communicate
something real to someone
else, be that fear and pain or
love and laughter. Admit that
you don’t wake up every morning excited to be in Boston, full
of joy and appreciation for the
city. Be honest. Let everyone
know that you’re insecure and
afraid and just trying to make
everyday a little bit better.”
“I
okay?”
“No, listen to me,” he said.
“Everyone has the temptation
to sit back and let life pass
them by, especially when they
don’t feel so great about it, but
that doesn’t mean you can just
go back to your bed and watch
yourself grow old. I know that
you’re afraid to admit openly
to other people that a big part
of what gets you through the
day is a firm belief in God
because you’re afraid everyone
will stop taking you seriously.
What does that say about your
world? Just tell people the
truth and see if you can help
them, however indirectly, get
out of bed in the morning and
do something to make themselves better.
That’s about all I can tell
you right now. There’s no
five-paragraph, neatly-packed
lesson that can show you how
to live your life. There’s only
one person communicating
with another and whatever
truth can be gleaned from that.
But no matter what, you have
to live your life, be unafraid
and confront the world. Now I
know that was a lot of over-serious stuff I just spewed at you,
so I’m sure you’re going to end
this with a joke. You can’t help
it, can you? There has to be a
punchline. Go on then, make
me laugh.”
I stared at him and opened
my mouth to speak but
couldn’t think of anything to
say.
...

In the late afternoon, standing behind the glass doors,
I watched the rain beating
down.
I lifted my head and looked
at the dark sky. Taking a slow
breath, I pulled my jacket tight
around my shoulders, lowered
my head, and stepped out into
the storm.

Archer Parquette is an editor
The Heights. He can be
reached at metro@bcheights.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Bringing Coates’ message
back to Boston College

“It’s never the changes we want that change everything’.’

On Wednesday night, during the
Lowell Humanities Series Talk given
by Ta-Nehisi Coates, members of
Eradicate Boston College Racism
stood up in solidarity with students
who cannot voice their opinions on
racial issues on campus. The members had their mouths covered with
duct tape, and held paper signs that
read “Thank You Ta-Nehisi Coates,”
“Eradicate,” and “#BostonCollegeßacism.” Cedrick-Michael Simmons,
a Ph.D. candidate in sociology, approached the podium in Gasson 100
during the Q&A session and gave a
long speech in which he explained
the symbolic purpose of Eradicate
Boston College Racism’s actions.
A successful, peaceful protest
is one in which disapproval with
an issue or topic is clearly articulated—the students’ protest was impressively thought out and handled
in a brave manner that alsoreflected
serious planning and coordination.
Coates is one of the most prominent
writers of today, and his speech at BC
represents an appropriate event for
the protest to be given at—one that
reached the most people and had
the biggest impact on students and
administrators.
The University secured an enormously popular and influential
speaker on United States, race relations in the middle of his rise into
national consciousness. His coming
to BC was an enormous sign of progress at the University, but to attack
institutional racism, we must look
beyond external voices and direct our
attention inward—as the protesters
did Wednesday night.

-Junot Diaz (1968-), Dominican American writer

Yes, creating the physical forum
with the right speaker needed to
engage students in substantial discourse was carried out with the latest iteration in the Lowell Talk—the
students showedup in such mass that
over 500 had to be turned away—but
racial disparity cannot be eradicated
by programming alone. It is half
the battle. The other half is actively
changing policy: addressing racial
homogeneityin the school’s faculty,
more consistently engaging students
on issues of race, and ending free
speech restrictions that target groups
who stand up to the status quo.
Although Eradicate Boston College Racism made a noteworthy
impact on the event, the memory

The students’ protest
was impressively thought
out and handled in a
brave manner that also
reflected serious planning
and coordination.
of Coates’ talk should not be the
protest alone, but Coates’ message,
expressly delivered to an institution
often characterized by its racial and
economic disparities. He pointed
out, with the closing of the Q&A
session, that there needs to be a consciousness of racism, and not as an
attempt to relieve guilt. Only with a
personal sense of injustice, a desire
to actually feel and understand the
same pain, can a place of power and
change be created. BC should take
this message to heart.

UGBC connects back to
students on free speech issues
In light of the recent illegal poster
dump on campus and the failure of
the administration to pass a reform
on free speech and expression, the
Undergraduate Government of Boston College has launched two initiatives: the Free Expression Form and
the Ten Student Service. The former
allows students who feel that their
free speech has been curtailed to
report the incident privately, while
the latter will allow students not
in registered student organizations
(RSOs) to stage demonstrations
through UGBC sponsorship. Both
actions can be taken through Google
Forms.
The Free Expression Form is essential for collecting data on free
speech subjugation. Although unregistered student groups, like last year’s
Climate Justice at Boston College
(now an RSO) and the anonymous
student group responsible for both
illegal poster dumps, have outspokenly denounced the University for
restricting students in the area offree
speech, it is yet unforeseen whether
a majority of the student body feels
similarly. There is not enough empirical data to determine what the
University allows and what it does
not, so the Free Expression Form is a
noteworthy step by UGBC in determining the parameters of the issue.
Likewise, UGBC’s Ten Student
Service is a very thoughtful and
useful tool for a group of students
who feel that they have an opinion to voice but no platform from
which they can voice those opinions.
UGBC’s sponsorship of an event is
not an immediate green light, however—the need for OSI approval on

The views expressed in the above edito-

the subject of the protest, rally, or
demonstration will still be present.
Regardless, the creation of the Ten
Student Service is notable because it
poignantly reflects the purpose of a
student government: advocating for
the students.
Both the Free Expression Form
and the Ten Student Service are
obvious signs that even though the
administration shot down UGBC’s
free speech and expression proposal
over the summer, UGBC remains
so dedicated to the issue itself that
they are willing to try other avenues

action includes a relatively abstract
and useless debate on a resolution
stipulating whether they affirm BC’s
Catholic identity or not. It is nice to
see actual, substantial progress from
our student government, a group
with a myriad of resources.
It is now up to UGBC to heavily
publicize the new forms so that the
original focus of the initiatives are
not lost, and so that students know
where to turn when they feel as if
their rights have been violated or
that they have something important
to say. These tools will prove useless
if students do not take advantage of
their existence.
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Writing straight to the heart
start

over on

paper. Without using the

computer, that is.
How bad could it be, right?
The few words I’d already come up

Sean McGowan
Last Saturday, I walked out of my

THE LOST LIBRARIES OF BC Although
you may only vaguely remember it
from when you toured here, information did come your way per a
clean-looking Boston College tour
guide that the campus is the host
of seven libraries. Seven, you’re
thinking now, what a blatant-face,
sneaky, backstabbing lie. There
are two —and, if you’re the kind of
person that studies outside of his or
her room, you’re only typecast as
being apart of one: Bapst or O’Neill.
But, easy now—the
tour guides
were shooting straight with you.
Although you may not be aware of
it, there really are seven libraries
on BC’s campus, and, in a lot of
cases, the other forgotten libraries
are some of the best to study at.
You might not even look at them
as libraries because they’re not
big or flashy enough, but trust me,
they are. Take the Fulton Honor’s
Library—no, you don’t need to be
in the business honors program to
study there. You don’t even need
to be in CSOM. You just need to
be quiet and motivated. Take your
seat—get to work. The energy in
there midday is like the energy
trapped in a thunderhead—you
feel as if everyone has a class in five
minutes and they just have to get in
that last couple pages of reading.
Second, take the a trip back to the
’7os with the Theology & Ministry
Library, hidden out like a camouflaged soldier over on Brighton
Campus, and feel like you’re studying in a tree house. With the couple
sunny and (moderately) warm days
we have left, you can even rent
a folding chair from this library
to sit outside and do your work.
And there are always open spaces
there —never will you have to think
about standing around for seats
again. Yes, the two most popular
libraries are the main attractions
on campus, but sometimes the sideshow acts are the ones that you want
to hang around the most.
TEACHERS WHO GIVE YOU A BREAK
-

You look at the syllabus, and you

girlfriend’s bedroom in Voute Hall and
shut the door behind me. I didn’t think
it was that weird.
But apparently, I’m the only person
to do this in the two months that she
has lived there, because when the door
clicked shut, it locked. My backpack,
jacket, laptop, and her only set of keys
were all inside.
Now, did I think this was the worst
thing that had ever happened to anyone?

Yes. I did.

Not so much the jacket and the
could live without those. It
wasn’t very cold that night and everyone
who usually texts me was preoccupied
with driving my sister to tennis and
other mom stuff like that.
But my computer—the one with the
500-ish word draft of this column on its
desktop—was still locked inside, 10 feet
and one (unnecessarily) thick wooden
door away. Later, while everyone else
was playing with the lock and coming
up with solutions, I sat on the couch,
sulking.
Briefly, I considered scribbling what I
already had from memory and finishing
the column on paper. Like, with a pen
and everything. That way I could just
type it up on Sunday morning (when the
draft was due) and avoid the desolate,
desperate,and allegedly vampire-ridden landscape that is O’Neill Library on
a Saturday night. Both thoughts were
unsettling.
Anyway, to jump ahead a few hours,
they got the door open with a credit
card or something—l’m
not really sure.
(Like I said, I wasn’t helping.) Regardless, everything turned out fine. I got
my laptop back, and no one had to sleep
outside or write on paper.
But I started wondering where the
dread at the thought of having to do so
really came from. Why did writing with
a pen seem so inherently ridiculous?
I thought about it some more and
came up with
nothing. So, I decided
scrap
to
what I already had done and

phone —I

...

with weren’t really anything special
anyway—just the conclusions that I’ve
come to during a few years of AIDS research in my basement. I think I’ve got
a trial cure ready, but we can talk about
that in two weeks —right now, I’ll stick
to this whole writing on paper thing.
Getting down to business: Everything you’ve just read was written,
initially at least, on blank sheets of
computer paper —no lines, no margins—with a silver fountain pen. Before
you ask, I did look for one of those big

But I started
wondering where the
dread at the thought of
having to do so really
came from. Why did
writing with a pen
seem so inherently
ridiculous? I thought
about it some more
and came up with
nothing. So, I decided
to scrap what I already
...

had done and start
over on paper.
feather and inkwell sets, but CVS was
out. Having thrown

a

small fit in the

store, I went home to work.

According to my rigid, self-enforced
rules, I did not:
1. Switch to a computer before the
whole thing was done
2. Throw away any pages/start over
3. Cross out words for fear they’d be
illegible later
Assuming that there is a lesson here,
I’m determined to learn it—for all of us.
Right now I’m what, halfway
through? Can’t tell without that word
count on the bottom of the screen. God
I miss that.
My handwriting is also much worse
than I remember. Over the years, I
guess, it has gotten to be so bad that
I can hardly read it myself anymore.
What it amounts to is this unintelligible
system of loopy, half-cursive symbols
and haggard bumps, for which I often

of the medium Why I'm
apologize in the margins of written
exams.

I’ve got three sheets done, and the
first one is about 60 percent scribbles
and cross-outs. I tried four different
first sentences, and spelled the word
“preoccupied” wrong three times. I
also looked twice for a backspace key,
and tried to cut and paste one whole
paragraph.
Rough start, but on the whole, not as
bad as I thought.
In all likelihood, the problem is
that I’ve never used written letters for
anything but transcription or note taking. This is the first time in years that
I’ve used it to form good sentences or
paragraphs.
By the fourth page, things are moving. I’ve learned to think things through
before setting them down. The actual
writing is slower, too. The words are all
neater, arranged in straighter lines, and
letters are starting to get out of each
other’s way.
It feels like I’m almost done. Do I really miss things like the word count?
It’s actually gotten to be nice, writing
without consideration of length or page
limits.
In their absence, I think, the only
metric for successful prose is how well
you’ve expressed the idea that’s in your
head on paper. Which I suppose shakes
out to this: Once you get used to all the
limitations of pen and paper, they really
do start to work in your favor.
In fact, the slower pace seems more
conducive to human patterns of thought
than working with a word processor.
Ideas come only as quickly as the hand
can move, and develop fully in the slow
seconds between letters.
It’s such a perfect process that the
mind actually begins to crave all the
subtle pauses. A rhythm develops, the
writing gets slower and letters start
looking good—plus, you can follow the
line of your reasoning across a piece
of paper, and it looks nice, although
it’s also strange, writing when you had
spent so much time staring at the warm
glow of your computer screen. Strange,
but not entirely inhospitable. For good,
well-reasoned writing, slow strokes of
the pen might even be the best way to
go-

Sean McGowan is an op-ed

for The Heights. He

can

columnist
be reached at

opinions@bcheights.com.

This too shall pass: learning to embrace the lulls

swear there must be a mistake. A

hundred and fifty pages? In two
days? Doesn’t this guy know that I’m
not just majoring in his class? Everyone falls behind. Walking to class
with other people in it sometimes
shows you that you’re walking into
a situation where noone is going to
be able to pick up the slack because
no one is prepared. And you wonder how you’ll ever catch up. But,
the perceptive teacher—the
one
who knows, given the blank looks
coming his way when asking simple
start
questions about plot—doesn’t
throwing pop quizzes your way, or
lecture about the importance of
keeping up. She just says: why don’t
we take a break today. Catch up next
time. A unanimous, exalting sigh
of relief travels through the class.
When you least expect it, someone
has your back.

NOT HAVING MORE ROOM TO WRITE
Get outside.
Look at the leaves. Drink beer.
Make it to class. Laugh. This week
is a good week and don’t you go
forgetting that.
MORE THUMBS UP

-

Like Thumbs Up,
Thumbs Down?
Follow us
@BCTUTD

SOLINA JEAN-LOUIS
The end of October is an interesting time of year for freshmen. You’ve
officially been here at Boston College
for about two months now, and you
still have about a month to go until
Thanksgiving Break. This time last year,
I counted down the days until I could go
home. I wanted nothing but to be in my
own bed, eat my mom’s home-cooked
food, and see my friends—friends that I
had known for years and whom I knew I
could rely on.
The pressure of midterms came down
on me harder than I’d felt for any test
I’d taken in high school. I still felt like I
hadn’t made any strong friendships or
found a friend group, and I had no idea
what I wanted to major in (much less any
clue about what I wanted to do with my
life). I felt as if I couldn’t stand it here
any longer. I just wanted to be home and
feel comfortable again. I didn’t quite feel
comfortable yet at Boston College, and
I envied the many other students who
seemed to be having the times of their
lives.
I shouldn’t be feeling this way, I
thought, two months into the academic
year. After all, I was busy during the
days. I had people to sit with at meals,
and I was keeping good relationships
with my friends from home.
The point of my story, however, is not
just my experience from last year—my
point is that I thought I was the only one
feeling this way.
As the months went on and I became

closer to my friends here at BC, we realized something: we had all felt the exact
same way at some point during first
semester, but were too afraid to tell each
other.
For many, having a turbulent first
month is expected. The transition into
college is difficult, and you most likely
expected that. When that turbulence
spills over into the second, third, or
even fourth month of your time here at
BC, however, you may begin to wonder,

I shouldn’t be feeling
this way, I thought,
two months into the

academic year. After
all, I was busy during

the days, I hadpeople
to sit with at meals,
and I was keeping good
relationships with my

friends from home.

“Why am I still feeling like this?”
You may look at the people around
you and think that there’s no way they
could be feeling the same way. You may
even look at your own life and wonder
how you could be feeling this way, too.
I promise you that it is completely
normal, if not common, to have a bit of
a lull during the mid to late months of
first semester. The excitement of the first
month has died down a bit, the difficulty
of classes has increased exponentially,
and you have probably settled into a
weekly routine that pales in comparison
to the exciting unpredictability of the
first few weeks of college.
Many people, especially incoming
freshmen (myself included), expect col-

lege to be 100 percent fun, 100 percent of
the time. But college is just another four
years in your life. There will be ups and
there will be downs. Sure, the first set of
downs may come as a bit of a shock, but
life isn’t life without a balance of positive
and negative experiences. And college is
simply a part of life: embrace the lull and
try to use it as an opportunity to get to

know yourself and others.
You may be feeling overwhelmed,
you may be feeling like you haven’t met
anyone you’ve truly clicked with yet, and
you may be wondering if you’ve made
the right decision in coming to BC. I’ll
give you the advice I wish someone had
given me: nothing is wrong with you, and
there is nothing you could have done to
avoid this. Life is like this sometimes. It
won’t happen overnight, but things will
get better.
I know how you’re feeling. I’ve been
there, and even as a sophomore I still
face lulls here and there. I try as hard as
I can to let it run its course, however, because I know that even during a time in
my life as exciting and memorable as college, there will be times where I don’t feel
like things are going perfectly. This was a
difficult thing to learn, but it shaped me
into who I am now, just one year later.
October is challenging, it really is. But
hang in there, and know that many of us
have been there, too. Don’t be afraid to
reach out to whomever you feel closest
to here at BC, because chances are they
have been in a similar place as you. Being
able to talk openly and honestly with
someone who might be experiencing the
same thing will help you understand that
you are not alone, and that “this too shall
pass.”

Solina Jean-Louis is an op-ed columnist
for The Heights. She can be reached at
opinions@bcheights.com.

The opinions and commentaries of the op-ed columnists and cartoonists appearing on this page represent the views of
the author or artist of that particular piece, and not necessarily the views of The Heights. Any of the columnists and
artists for the Opinions section of The Heights can be reached at opinions@bcheights.com.

not voting

Alis

Dicpinigaitis

At this point in my life, I find myself
becoming increasingly disillusioned
about reflecting on and discussing political issues. This a pretty inopportune
time for this realization, however. After
all, there is a presidential election coming up in a year and there are countless
important issues here in the United
States and abroad that impact the lives
of millions.
I think the biggest issue is that I’ve
become disillusioned with the way
that political issues are presented
to the average American. Objective
news sources are impossible to find, it
seems—any given source is conceived
of as either liberal propaganda or the
evil ramblings of the conservative right.
This impedes any meaningful discourse
because sources are simply dismissed
as fitting into one of the categories
mentioned above and the person is
deemed as inept for having subscribed
to one of these sources.
The recent Republican and Democratic debates have served to remind
me of the artifice of American political
representation and the subordination
of important discourse to the stakes
of a popularity and glamour contest.
Candidates have trouble speaking
viscerally and genuinely because of the
importance of appearance in a televised
debate to a large national audience. I
simply can’t suspend my disbelief to
buy into the scriptedness of the candidates’ speeches.
Assuming my position is that I will
not cast a ballot next year, critics would
levy the following argument: citizens
of the United States bear the burden
of keeping abreast of and staying
informed about local and national politics and of exercising their voting rights
to ensure that their views are appropriately represented in the government.
I have a few responses to this, the
first of which is a critique of what it
means to be “informed” about current
events. Many political issues—foreign
policy, financial regulation, economic
policies, and immigration, to name a
few—are exceedingly complex. I have
trouble believing that the average voter
has sufficient knowledge about a given
topic to make his endorsement of a
candidate based on that candidate’s
position. I am the first to admit that
I understand very little. I read mostly
about health care legislation and its
legal analysis and haven’t even begun to
understand its nuance and complexity.
In sum, “keeping abreast and staying
informed” does not mean that one
appropriately understands the issues. I
guess what I’m struggling with the most
at this point is whether it’s possible to
be “well enough informed.”
Very rarely does a given candidate
fully align with an individual’s points of
view. In fact, I would argue that most
candidates fit the bill of the typical
Democrat or Republican, which only
serves to further divide the nation
based on party lines. No candidate
will ever represent all of my views, but
this Democrat or Republican is “close
enough.” Or the converse happens: a
voter develops an uninformed visceral
attachment to a candidate and the voter
just buys into all those candidate’s positions (for example, a voter endorsing
Hillary Clinton just because she is a
woman may very likely overlook her
stance on certain economic policies).
Additionally, I’m skeptical of any candidate affecting bipartisan legislation or
encouraging Congressional discourse,
so at this point I feel as if it doesn’t really matter who is in the Oval Office.
At the end of the day, I’m abstaining from casting a ballot because I feel
that I am not informed enough to do
so and I don’t particularly like any of
the candidates. I think that purposeful
passivity is better than just being indifferent, however. Maybe I’m being too
ridiculous in critiquing the fundamentals ofrepresentative government, but
I still think that these are important
concerns to ponder as voting season

approaches.

Alis Dicpinigaitis is

for The Heights.

an op-ed columnist

He can be reached at
opinions@bcheights.com.

The

A8

Thursday, October 22, 2015

Heights

GRAHAM BECK / HEIGHTS SENIOR STAFF

Just around the riverbend
Hundreds of thousands turn out for the annual fall spectacle at the Head of the Charles
By

Juan Olavarria

Heights Editor

A

half a century after the inaugural event, the Head of

the Charles Regatta hasn’t
lost its charm. The brightly
colored spandexof the rowers, crowded
bridges, and frenetic atmosphere are a
fraction of what makes it special. While
the competitors stand as the prime expositors of the competition —and rightly
so—another player is silently featured:
the city of Boston.
The spectators, ever-present at the
regatta, are what have made the Head
of the Charles a classic Boston tradition,
while undoubtedly serving as a welcomed influx of income into the city.
One of the premier rowing events
around the world, the regatta took place
on Oct. 17 and 18, attracted more than
11,000 competitors and 400,000 spectators, and is the largest two-day regatta in

the world. With over 55 different events,
it guaranteed continuous entertainment

throughout the weekend.
Boston College Rowing put in a
strong showing with the men’s collegiate
eights, finishing in 12th place in a field
of 41, and the women’s championship
eights finished 21st in a field of 33. The
women’s club eights also performed
well, finishing 16th in a field of 38.
The Head of the Charles, the premier
event of the rowing year in the United
States, required extensive preparations,
with daily conditioning and on-thewater training in the weeks prior to
the event, said Haley Martin, MCAS
’lB, a member of the women’s varsity
team. The men’s club team experienced
similar schedules, with grueling onthe-water sessions as early as 6 a.m. on
some days.
Established in 1965 by the Cambridge
Boat Club, members D’Arcy MacMahon,
Howard Mclntyre, and Jack Vincent

wanted to create a race that emulated
the “head” races in England by creating a 3-mile course where teams would
compete against each other in a rolling
basis, with time being the determinant
factor for choosing a winner.
During its 50th anniversary celebration, the race not only featured its
strongest and most diverse field in its
history, but also introduced a newlydesigned trophy to be presented to the
winning collegiate men and women’s
championship eights.
Yale University took home the men’s
championship eights title in a highly
contested bout with the University of
California, edging that squad by a mere
0.68 seconds. California had its revenge
not much later, however, claiming the
top spot in the women’s championship
eights by a full 24 seconds.
The Head of the Charles featured
events for professional rowers, past
and current Olympians, alumni, youth,

and perhaps most prominently, the collegiate level. The final day features the
men’s and women’s collegiate eights,
where teams of eight rowers attempt to
traverse the 3-mile course as fast as they
possibly can.

Traditionally,

collegiate

events draw large crowds,

and this year was no different. As boat after boat went
by the Elliot Bridge—one of the several
that connects Cambridge with Boston
crowds relentlessly
proper —swarming
cheered them on while each attempted
to get a glimpse of their favorite teams.
Many could be seen shaking their heads
in frustration by the sheer number of
people present, making a spot with an
unobstructed view a luxury.
In the areas surrounding the most
concentrated spots of the event, the
traffic ran heavy the entire weekend, and
businesses, especially those in the hos-

pitality industry, registered increased
demand.
“It’s always a great weekend for the
Square, and this weekend was no different,” Denise A. Jillson, the executive
director of the Harvard Square Business
Association said in an interview with
The Harvard Crimson. “It’s a weekend
that businesses count on every year.”
The event also serves as a way to
introduce the spectators to the city
of Boston, as the fall season gives the
city a special hue that reminds of the
New England of old. Walking along the
Charles River gives sights unparalleled
to anywhere else in the city.
Preparations for next year’s event
are already in full flight, promising to
be larger and better than this year’s.
The countdown clock on the Head of
the Charles’ website is already in full
effect—next year’s Head of the Charles
will take place between Oct. 22 and 23,
2016. ¦

Budget cuts end funding
for BC Jumpstart chapter
Jumpstart from A1

individual donors as well as some corporate
partners.

Island branch.
The organization recruits and trains college students and volunteers to enter into
low-resource preschools in order to deliver
a literacy and social-based education.
Reilly oversees the programming in
Washington, D.C., Massachusetts, and
Rhode Island. He manages responsibilities
for program delivery as well as fundraising
responsibilities of development functions.
In addition, he maintains relationships with
universities and their local chapters.
BC’s Jumpstart program helped preschool students in low-income areas. It
also offered volunteers an opportunity to
receive an education award for completing
300 hours of service. Americorps provided
the grant for volunteers to further their education. Jumpstart must apply for its grants
every year, however. Most years, Jumpstart
receives its projected total, approximately 17
million, but, this year, Jumpstart fell about
$3.1 million short.

“The greatest loss
is not the absence
ofjumpstart in my
life, but its absence
in the lives of all

the children that
BC students would
have been serving”
—Shari

Dryden,

MCAS 16
“Jumpstart needs to reapply annually
for those federal resources and we do so
every year,” Reilly said. “Some months ago,
we received surprising news that one of the

several grants from the Americorps office
was not going to be renewed.”
When Jumpstart realized that its funding
fell short, the organization began seeking
out private donations. Creating a private
funding development effort, Jumpstart was
able to raise $2.8 million over the course of
the summer. Many of these resources were
primarily raised through contributions from

Because the program could not raise
the same amount that the Americorps
grant provided, Jumpstart was forced to
curtail programming and BC’s program
was shuttered.
Shari Dryden, MCAS ’l6, worked with
Jumpstart since her freshman year. She
served as a program assistant, corps member, and a team leader. Planning on returning
to Jumpstart as the volunteer coordinator,
Dryden was upset that Jumpstart would not
be returning this year.
“This was probably one of the more
heartbreaking experiences for me at during my time at BC,” Dryden said. “Not only
did Jumpstart show me that education was
without a doubt what I want to work and
advocate for, but it also provided me with a
support system of people who were invaluable when it came to dealing with the cuts.”
Although the BC chapter is out of operation for the remainder of the year at least,
students can still participate through nearby
locations. They can work with other Boston
universities, like Wheelock College and
Boston University. The program’s organizers
hope to regain funding for BC so they can
incorporate students from years prior.
“Part of our goal this year is to continue
to push all of our developmenteffortsso that
even in the event that we do not receive the
additional grant, we still hope to be able to
raise significant private resources that will
help us re-engage BC’s campus,” Reilly said.
“These are good for students with an interest
in education or an interest in continuing to
serve. We know that that interest remains
and we hope that we can meet that interest
as soon as possible.”
Reilly explained that each college interested in partnering with Jumpstart
submits an application and goes through
an application review process. A variety
of factors—particularly
the number of
recruits and how expensive the program
was—prompted Jumpstart to terminate the

BC chapter.

“Jumpstart was one of the most important and life-changing programs that
I’ve ever had the privilege of serving with,

but what I think is the greatest loss is not
the absence of Jumpstart in my life but its
absence in the lives of all the children that
BC students would have been serving,”
Dryden said. ¦

PHOTO COURTESYOF MODERN BARRE

Barre studio, neighbor battle on zoning
Barre from A1
years, it has recently come to the attention
of neighbors and Robinson, herself, that the
current zoning permit that has allowed the

business to operate in an area that is zoned
residentially is flawed.
The current nonconforming use that
permits Modern Barre does allow a business
to operate out of the Newton location, but
does not outline all of the specifics of use
that the fitness studio legally needs. Initially,
the property’s landlord was granted the permit for a small massage parlor that would
maintain very minimal traffic in and out of
the shopping center. He granted the lease,
however, to Modern Barre instead.
Prior to opening, Robinson consulted
with a legal advisor. She said she believed she
had the proper legal permits and grounds to
start the business. The current legal discord
is anew development for the studio and its
neighbors, as the property’s landlord recently
requested an additional permit to grant allowance for another business operation on
the same property. The Tuesday hearing
surroundedRobinson’s request for the special
permit to increase the allotment of people
and specific use of Modern Barre.
Instead of a simple matter ofrezoning, the
circumstances surrounding Robinson’s business have become a battle between Modern
Barre and some of the surrounding residents,

including Noone.
“It has become quite an uncomfortable
situation for the students, staff, and for lulia,”
said Scott Farmelant, family spokesman for
Modern Barre. “They are a business that has
been providing wellness services to hundreds
of Newton residents and when it comes to
this particular situation it seems that the
neighbors are taking out their frustrations
in a misdirected way.”
Clients and operators of Modern Barre
have said that neighbors are using the earlier
legal oversight to threaten the approval of
the zoning permit, alleging that some nearby
residents have been hostile and have made
false accusations regarding the business’ intensity of use. In an email sent out to Modern
Barrels clients regarding thesituation and the
public hearing, Modern Barre highlighted
Noone as one of the leading proponents of
theseclaims.
“Professor Michael Noone has taken
actions that have been intimidating and unconscionable,” Farmelant said. “He has taken
numerous photos of students and clients
during their classes, has stopped instructors
and students as they come and go and made
them feel very uncomfortable.”
More than 10 neighbors sided with
Noone during the testimony portion of the
public hearing. Thirteen individuals spoke in
support of Modern Barre, with approximately
110 letters written in support of the studio to

the Land Use Committee.
Noone’s attorney denied the studio’s allegations of harassment, noting thatit is to be
expected that neighbors would be concerned
and inclined to document a major development that is affecting public safety near their
residence.
“My client’s only hope is that the property
is used in a reasonable and responsible way
that is consistent with its size and location in
a residential neighborhood,” Parker said. “The
goal here is to find a reasonable balance in
terms of the use of the site, and to determine
the proper treatment of public safety in relation to the site.”
The zoning permit was not awarded on
Tuesday, as the Aldermanic Land Use Committee asked that it be given more time to
review the petition. Although the committee
expressed displeasure with the landlord regarding the opening of an additional business
on the property, it will work in the interim to
determine conditions under which Modern
Barre will continue operations. The hearing
will continue on Nov. 17. Both Modern Barre
and Noone haveexpress interest in reaching a
reasonable compromise quickly as possible.
“Our sincere hope is that everyone can
move forward with their lives and businesses,”
Farmelant said. “This has gone on for months
now, and we hope the permit will be sorted
out appropriately as it should havebeen when
we started the business.” ¦
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The Silver Age: All TV, all the time
Ryan Dowd Arts & Review Editor
Chris Fuller | Assoc. Arts & Review Editor
Caleb Griego | Heights Staff

Once

upon a time—the turn of the 21st
a land that now seems
century—in
man named Tony
far away—Jersey—a
crossed the New York border into
North Caldwell, N.J., where he drove past some
delis and bakeries and rolled up a pristine
path to his gigantic driveway.
began the Golden Age of
Maverick auteurs like Daise (The Sopranos), David
Simon (The Wire), Vince
Gilligan (Breaking
Bad), and Matthew
Weiner (Mad Men)
took a novel versus a traditional,
serialized approach
to television. The
Golden Age took
.

the workplace drama (Mad Men), the crime drama (The
Wire), the western (Deadwood), the mobster tale (The
Sopranos) and whatever Lost was and complicated them
with anti-heroes and deep, complex writing. The Golden
Age was defined by a few great shows, the best to ever
grace the medium, that everyone watched, talked about,
and experienced at the same time. Sunday nights with
HBO or AMC became a sacred ritual.
But the good times couldn’t last. When Walter
White bowed out in 2013 with an Emmy in hand, Gilligan rode out into the sunset. It marked the beginning
of the end of the Golden Age. In place of Golden Age
programming, a multitude of genre shows like The
Walking Dead and Game of Thrones rose up as Mad
Men carried the Golden Age into its twilight, limping
along at times.
At the 2015 Emmy’s though, that golden twilight
finally faded away. It was David Benioff and D.B.
Weiss, creators of Game of Thrones, not Mad Men’s

Silver Age Anthologies

Genres Tales from Gold to Silver
Caleb Griego
£ £

|

Heights Staff

Chris Fuller | Assoc. Arts & Review Editor

of other genres to capitalize on the varietyof audiences
that television, and especially television in the Silver
Age, can offer. Shows like iZombie, Scream Queens,
and How to Get Awaywith Murder have developedthe
drama past the menacing of a masked monster, inate
in many stories, and translated it into episodic mysteries. Specifically, looking at iZombie, wonder in what
capacity this show would have existed in the past? The
answer: it would not have. A girl turned zombie, turned
crime solver, on top of a career, love life and hunger for
brains? An undead Veronica Mars, perhaps? If it seem
far out there and odd, that is because it is. This era has
allows for weird, quirky ideas to be fostered and obtain
broadcast time.
It is at least partially true that TV
has shifted away from being a zerosum game. Writers, producers,
and directors are able to pursue
/
projects that interest them artistically rather than financially.
jfl
Original ideas can be fueled and pushed into production thanks to the way
we now consume media.
H
Streaming online and the
precedent set up
by the Golden Age
raised both the
expected level of
quality and quantity
of the shows we enjoy. After having the Golden Age
show us what TV could be,
the utility of streaming said,
“Why can’t we?”
There seems to be a show
for everyone, as “genre” began
to blend, creating a work that
breaks convention rather than
conforming to it. In many ways
the art of TV is starting to shine
through more brilliantly as a medium unfettered by the industry.
Without the zero-sum game, the
more choices we give an artA
AM
ist, the more choices we give
ourselves. ¦

What do you want to watch?” Every time
you turn on the TV you are greeted with
choices. In many respects, modern television has swelled to such an enormous size

fit the demands of fandoms large and small. The
result is a landscapethatreflects a variety of views and

to

interpretationsofdifferent genres. Fantasy—medieval
book? Comedy—rom-com, dram-com, or
sitcom? Viewers are no longer restricted to a handful
of shows that dose out drama, horror, and comedy,
or comic

but instead with programs that take the genres and
wholeheartedlyin many different directions. With
this comes a power to choose which content gets our
precious time. Surrounded by choices, a better question
would be: What can’t we watch?
In the olden days, The Sopranos and BreakingBad
stunned viewers with their morally ambiguous leads.
Boardwalk Empire and Mad Men set up compelling
timepieces, with again, morally ambiguous leads. All
of these series set precedents and trends which laid
the ground-work for the variation seen in the current
Silver Age.
A rightful analogue to the greats, our current
TV climate expresses the next level of evolution.
For example, take crime dramas, which had large
shoes to fill following the departure of Tony Soprano
and Walter White. It may seem inconceivable that
newcomers like Fargo, Gotham, and The Bridge could
even stand up to Mr. White, but in many respects
they do. Expanding the crime genre to encompass
comic-book fiction, Gotham sees the streets of
the DC world ridden with crooks and soon-to-be
crimelords. In Fargo, police deal with cover-ups and
misinformation in the Midwest—in The Bridge, the
escapism and helplessness of police on both side of
the Mexican-American border. These works exemplify the explorationof different stories told through
the same particular genre.
Horror and gore have benefited handsomely from
such attention as shows like The Walking Dead, American Horror Story, and even Teen Wolf and True Blood,
have developedfollowings that revel in the grotesqueness presented on screen. These series dowell to mesh
characterization and narrative fluidly with an onslaught
of gore that the audiences crave. Such a craving for
blood has made horror a vessel in which new ideas
can be tested out. Horror has adopted characteristics

j

run

Matthew Weiner who won Best Drama and earned the
last words on TV’s “biggest” night. In their speech, the
American showrunners of the world’s biggest show
describe how all across theworld—in Morocco, North
Ireland, ect.—a Thrones production crew would wake
in the morning. It’s a different kind of ambition than
Weiner’s and his auter companions, one than spans
outward rather than inward.
It was a symbolic moment, the Emmys are good
for those at least. And so began the Silver Age in earnest —a
time of a million different shows in a million
different places. TV has gone from ornate to overwhelming. As the demand for good television went
up, and funding continued to flood in. Good television
spread across the land. Exceptionalquality gave way to
a large quantity of(just) really good shows. And we’re
left wondering what to do with a stuffed DVR and a
ballooningNetflix queue. Welcome to the Silver Age
of television.

While

the Silver Age is defined by its vast
quantity ofrelativelygoodtelevision shows,
most shows of the Silver Age attempt to
mimic thedefinitive qualitiesofGolden Age television. They
have long-standing narratives, they have steadily growing
budgets, and their writing is generally more exceptionalthan
your average CSI drama. So has anyone done anything to
distance themselves from the crowd? Has anyone reached
back beyond the Golden Age?
At some point this summer, you probably heard about
or saw HBO’s second season of True Detective. You might’ve
been shocked or frustrated that that one guy wasn’t actually
dead, and you pushed through to the last episodeto see how
it all played out. A friend might’ve canceled your plans on
the night of the finale saying, “Dude, I need to
see how it all ends. It’s over after tonight." The
point here is Colin Farrell’s season went on
for eight weeks, and now it’s over. The hype
over his story has passed, and now it’s up to
next season’s cast and to carry on the True
Detective lineage.
BY
He.
True Detective is part of a
Hk
genre that has started to
HP
make a big comeback in
the Silver Age of television: the anthology genre.
Before the expansive narrative grabbed a foothold in
jb
mainstream television, anthology TV actually made up a majority of what viewers watched. Even
comedies like Friends and Seinfeld

have a quasi-anthological atmosphere about them. You can watch
practically any episode of Seinfeld

without any previousexperience
with the show to understand
what's going on.

Shows like
The Sopra-

I

nos and

The

How 'Game of Thrones’ claimed the crown
Ryan Dowd | Arts

If

you’ve been reading along, and have been
forced to bury any worthy counter-example
to our tidy little silver hypothesis, we can
get into that now.
One might raise the bloody banner of Game of
Thrones, as the “ahh I gotcha!” counter-example.
After another summer in which its ratings continued
to rise, reaching 8.11 million live or same-dayviews
in its fifth season finale. It trails only The Walking
Dead in ratings. But The Walking Dead doesn’t
dominate both the critical and popular discussion as
Westeros does. It was Game of Thrones that (rightfully or not) claimed victory at the Emmy’s. And if
the Golden Age was about the singular dominance
of a few exemplary shows and a marriage between
what was good and what was popular, how can you
not view Thrones as a Gold-era show living and
thriving in the “Silver Age” of television?
Well, my brothers and sisters in arms (remotes),
Game of Thrones is in so many ways the show that

has and will continue to define our Silver Age. As
someone once said, the sun never sets on the British
Empire. And it’s much the same with television these
days, which is fitting. No one has done television as
well as the Brits. You can catch The Leftovers live on
Sunday night, then proceed to your Netflix/Amazon/Hulu queue to glide through a few episodes of
Narcos, Casual, or The Mindy Project. You’re never
far from you what you want to watch, and you’re
always being bombarded with more —morning,
day, and night, 24/7, 365 days a year. The television
landscape spans from NBC to AMC to FX to FXX

&

Review Editor

to HBO to Showtime to Netflix to Amazon. And
no show is as structurally ambitious as Game of

Thrones. Production-wise, Game

ofThrones stretch-

es across continents with several major production
units all operating at the same time throughout the
year, arranging massive set pieces.
If the Silver Age is about a horizontal structure—a
lot of reallygood shows instead of a few great
ones, then Game of Thrones matches there as well.
It’s narratively horizontal with its revolving crew

of POV characters taking the audience along the
fantasy epic. The show’s main character died three
quarters through the first season. And more have
fallen along the way. The show is characterized by
its characters as a whole, not any one in particular.

Granted, sometimes its character-specific arcs can
drown like a hedgeknight in plate armor (Jaime and

basically just Dome). But often the
shows horizontal arcs fly as true as a straight arrow
(Jaime and Brienne in the riverlands, Jon defending

Bronn in Dome,

The Wall). Through these transcendent moments
and battles and less than stellar, sometimes sexist
moments, Game of Thrones has rested between
pretty good and really good. It’s not the best show
on television, but it’s the show that seems to most
embody our particular moment in television—that
feeling of being overwhelmed, being in a place full
of dragons, ice zombies, and curly dark locks.
Game of Thrones is a show that spans mystical
continents and delightfully toes the line between
hope and despair. But, as I’d like to suggest, the
Silver Age of television is as much about how we

watch television as specifically what we’re watching. And while everyone seems to watch Game of
Thrones, we’re all watching it at different places and
in different ways. Approximately 9 million people
watched the season finale, but some probably caught
up weeks later, some might have watched the entire
series in September and have just now watched their
favorite character fall to poison or daggers in the
dark. Maybe you watched the first season and then
read all the books before the second season. Maybe
you were a book reader from the start.
Game of Thrones, as this all points to, is a
complicated show to talk about. It’s the most
talked—about,
blogged—about show out
i
there. There’s a population of viewers who
can casually reference theDoomof Valyria.
M
U
There are people who just watch it because
it came on before Veep. But Game of
Thrones has reached an interesting
place. It’s caught up, and in some
cases, passed the edge of the books,
where we know it can and will go.
Now, the show can sort of do what it
will, free or at least unhinged from
George R. R. Martin’s extensive
blueprint. And, unsurprisingly
at this point, the Silver Age
of television is in the same
place free from the last
Spinnacle of the Golden
Age—staring across at the
wide open. ¦

Wire, however, changed the scenery. They asked that their
viewers progress through them cover to coveras ifthey were
a novel or, more literally,from premiere to finale. Events that
occurredin season one of77ie Sopranos wouldbe essential
to something that happens in season three. If you weren’t
aware of that first event, the show wouldn’t forgive you of
your negligence and would steamrollright past you.
Looking across the board, these prestigious narrative
programs are now credited for bringing about the Golden
Age of television. This format is what differentiated these
programs from the TV shows that came before them. Now
that Golden Age is over. Television has gone back to the
anthology series, but now they are being produced in a
different style. Now, anthology series are being presented
in a seasonal narrative format. In an effort to compress the
G oldenAge format, seasons now are not breaks in the story,
but are each a fully developedstory.
Anthology programs conform to what Silver Age viewers really want. Most shows in the Silver Age are designed
to be binged through in a small time frame. Now, people
go through TV shows in a relatively quick amount of time
and then move on to another series. Because viewers in the
Silver Age ask for less time-consuming television experiences than the longer narrative epics of the Golden Age,
anthologyprograms conform to this desire.
With the ever-growing field ofgenres—rom corns, fantasy disaster—that have beenrevived and developedin the
Silver Age of Television, anthology programs have helped
some ofthese genres come to life. While crime and detective
programs have less of a creative scope to them, shows like
Fargo and True Detective explore myriad intriguing settings
and stories with each season produced.
Without American Horror Story, the television horror
genre wouldbe limitedto pseudo-reality haunting profiles
and The Walking Dead. A long running horror series is
difficult to conceive. In order to accomplish this, American
Horror Story’s creators explore a wide spectrum of horrifying settings. American Horror Story has journeyedthrough
an astounding array of settings that only the anthology
format could allow.
The anthology trend represents a combination of aspects
of the Golden Age television series and characteristics of
Silver Age atmosphere. Viewers want to see well-developed
storylines and interesting characters, but they don’t want
to spend dozens of hours going through a series anymore.
With anthological television, viewers and creators are trying
to find the best of both worlds. ¦
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Directed by professor Michelle Miller, '9B, 'Carousel’ is a musical with all the Rodgers and Hammerstein style and timeless set carried by heartfelt performances from its cast.

Robsham illuminates Rodgers & Hammerstein’s
Dan Fitzgerald
For The Heights
By

Bad boy meets good girl. Bad boy
woos good girl. Bad boy tries to change
his ways. Sounds like a typical love story,
right? Suddenly, bad boy finds himself in
a sticky situation where money, murder,
and mayhem threaten to destroy everything that good girl and bad boy had
built together. The story doesn’t sound so
typical anymore. At the turn of the first
act, you’re not sure how it’s all going to
end. And all it takes is a trip to Robsham
Theater, to enter the world ofRodgers and
Hammerstein’s classic musical Carousel.
Put simply, Carousel could be
stripped of all its words and lyrics and
would still be a spectacle to behold. The
costuming brings each character to life.
The set pulls the audience into each
scene, and the seamless execution of
Rodger’s timeless score by the orchestra
provides a sonorous musical backdrop

and even tugs on a heartstring or two.
Throw in some remarkable acting
from the star David Makransky (Billy
Bigelow), MCAS T7, and outstanding
vocal performances from Christie Coco
(Julie), MCAS T7, and Brett Murphy
(Enoch), MCAS ’lB to name just
a few—and
the result is a show that
pulls you through the highs and lows
of love, loss, and the carousel business
in a way that highlights the immense
talent of the Boston College theater
community.
At its core, Carousel is about trying
to redefine who you are and the strug-

gles that come with it. All Billy Bigelow
wants is to abandon his carousel-bark-

ing days and support his family, but

his efforts to make that a reality prove
costly. Even Billy’s daughter (Katherine
Tague, MCAS ’l9) can’t escape the
negative image of her father, an image
he wants her so desperately to rise above
and conquer. Julie’s best friend Carrie

(Lauren Strauss, MCAS ’18) wants to
rise out of typicality and live a wealthy

life with her wannabe entrepreneur
husband Enoch. These struggles show
just one example of the fact that these
characters were meant to be portrayed

in a certain dynamic manner. The cast
fulfills this tall task with grace and
ease, which allows the audience to see
past the superficial and into the deeper
messages of the musical.
It certainly isn’t easy to capture the

essence of a classic musical, especially

when the players involved are college
students. That idea is no barrier at
all, however, for these performers.
Makransky epitomizes the abrasive,
cocky swagger that defines the Billy
Bigelow character. Ted Kearnan, MCAS
T7, plays the part of the manipulative
hoodlum Jigger to a tee, Strauss portrays a smart but love-drunk Carrie in a
charming way, and the general ensemble
brings it all together with professional-

‘Carousel’

level vocals and mesmerizing dance
sequences.
A few numbers stand out as especially noteworthy. “If I Loved You,” one
of musical theater’s most beloved songs,
exposes the vulnerability of both Billy
and Julie, as they sing about the hypothetical love that they definitely do not
have for each other. The lush orchestration of this number, combined with
the beautiful voices and tender subject
matter, make this one of the most
memorable parts of the performance.
Also, beware of “June Is Bustin’ Out
All Over,” because the excited bounce
of the song is sure to get stuck in your
head for days to come.
At one point in the show, Jigger proclaims, “Just to see your lovely smile,
I’d swim through beer—with my mouth
closed!” After seeing the entirety of BC
Theater’s charming performance ofCarousel, it can safely say that anyone would
do the same to see the show again. ¦
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ABUNDANCE!
(SATURDAY, 8 P.M.)

JEM AND THE HOLOGRAMS’
(OPENS FRIDAY)

The University Wind Ensemble will be performing
in Gasson 100 Saturday evening. It will present
selections from Holst, Verdi, Alfred Reed, and
Kenneth Hesketh. Admission to the concert is

Four sisters go from being an underground, home
video garageband to an international sensation.
Along the way, they’ll come understand that more
responsibility comes with talent than just having to
please a crowd.

free.

BOSTON BOOK FESTIVAL
(SATURDAY, 7 P.M.)

EMILY SADEGHIAN / HEIGHTS STAFF

MY MOTHER’S FLEABAG: FALL CAFE
(FRIDAY, 7 P.M.)

authors and 75 exhibits will be at the
Boston Book Festival in Copley Square this Saturday. Daytime events are free and open to the
public. Author signings and panel presentations
will be going on throughout the day.

Fleabag will be hosting its Fall Cafe this Friday evening in

CAROUSEL’
(THURSDAY-SUNDAY)

HALSEY
(SATURDAY, 7 P.M.)

Come see the first theater show of the year. BillyBigelow, a

American singer-songwriter Halsey will be performing at the
Boston House ofBlues this Saturday evening. In the midst
of her Badlands Tour, Halsey will be performing songs off
of her debutalbum.

Over 200

carnivalbarker, is firedfrom his job and decides to go along
on a robbery. Billy is caught in act and realizes a prison
sentence is imminent. Things only get worse from there.

The sketch comedy and improv group My Mother’s
Gasson 305. Come see the newest Fleabaggers perform
in a variety of skits. Admission is free.

THE LAST WITCH HUNTER’
(OPENS FRIDAY)
Before Kaulder (Vin Diesel) slayed the Queen Witch
she cursed him with her immortality. Now, centuries
later, the Queen Witch has been resurrected and

threatens to decimate the human race.

ROCK THE KASBAH’
(OPENS FRIDAY)
An out-of-the-loop Californian music manager,
Richie Lanz, takes his last client on a USO tour across
Afghanistan. Abandoned and penniless, Richie finds
a young girl with an amazing voice who he attempts
to get on the Afghanian American Idol.

If you read this column, you know
I have a healthy obsessive unyielding
affinity for Star Wars. If you regularly keep up with Star Wars news,
you know that tickets for The Force
Awakens and the film’s final trailer
were both released Monday night. It
therefore follows that since I have a
public format to express my varied
opinions, and since Star Wars is actually newsworthy again, I must talk
about Star Wars.
Well, for a while there I’d actually
lost a bit of the hype I had reverently
clung to after the last trailer came out.
It’s been about six months since any
footage was released and I think there
had actually been a couple days in that
time frame that nothing Star Wars-related actually went through my mind.
But like I said, only for a couple days.
Now Disney has gone and ruined everything again. I can’t stop myself from
pulling up the trailer in the library,
allowing people to walk by with that
bewildered look on their face probably
thinking, “Really? Here? Now? I saw
you watching that when I walked by an
hour ago. How many times are you going to watch it?” Though I’ll never actually say it, the phrase “haters gonna
hate” is a big part of my mantra.
I can’t stay away from this new
trailer. It’s flashy. It’s got a fantastic
soundtrack. TIE-fighters are getting shot down left and right. And it
doesn’t tell you a damn thing about
what’s going on. Everyone’s up to
something, but no one is telling what
they’re doing or who they are. It’s all
just a bunch of pretty pictures that
continually latch on to my attention.
There’s no end to the excitement that
the two-minute clip brings me. It’s
strange. Recognizing how excited this
small clip makes me brings out two
very different emotions —incomprehensible hope and absolute fear.
There’s this hour-long documentary called Making Star Wars: Episode
I that I like to put on every once in
awhile. It covers everything from the
actor’s sword training to the making of
the practical and computer-animated
effects for the film, and even John Williams composing the score in Apple
Studios in London. It’s a beautiful
documentary. At the end of it, there’s
a small clip about all the hype around
the country leading up to Episode T s
release. It shows the news coverage
of opening day, the fans waiting in
gargantuan lines outside theaters, and
the moment people were finally let in.
One man, cloaked in his Jedi robes,
lightsaber at his waist, fell to his knees
thanking the Lord as he was handed
his clipped ticket as he entered into
the theater.
I’m going to be that guy. And, just
like him, I’m not going to do it to be
funny or try to get attention. Thatll
just be my natural reaction. But that
man, that poor, poor man, probably
went on to experienceone of the biggest letdowns of his life that night.
Maybe he wasn’t disappointed, but I’m
assuming, like the majority of teenagers at the time whom I’ve heard speak
of that evening, that he walked away
feeling confused. He let his expectations get the better of him.
To be honest, I’ve done the same
thing. This is the most anticipated film
of all time—for me. I think I’ve got it
in my head somewhere that this could
win the Best Picture award at the next
Oscars ceremony. As much as I remind
myself that this thinking is only setting
myself up for disaster, I can’t shake
off this hope. Do I think it’ll be better
than the prequel films? Undoubtedly,
yes, but I think my real problem is
that I’m asking The Force Awakens for
something that might be impossible.
I’m asking it to take me back to how I
felt watching Star Wars as a kid, or at
least how I remember watching them
back then.
Is what I’m subconsciously asking The Force Awakens to do for me
possible? I have no idea. All I know
is that when I watch these trailers, I
get goosebumps. Nothing else gives
me goosebumps like that. I don’t even
remember the classic Star Wars trilogy
giving me goosebumps. I haven’t felt
this impatient since I was a little kid,
but the difference between then and
now is that now I understand that warrantless speculation doesn’t make time
go any faster.
I guess there’s no way to tell how I’ll
feel until I’m sitting there in my seat
on Thursday, Dec. 17 at 7:15 p.m. Yes, I
already bought my ticket.

Chris Fuller is the Assoc. Arts d> Review
Editor for The Heights. He can be
reached at arts@bcheights.com.
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Another Steve Jobs film, another failed attempt at genius
ChandlerFord
For The Heights
By

It would take nothing less than
a genius to revolutionize the world
of technology and bring a failing

company back from the brink, and
with the unveiling of the first iMac in
1998, Steve Jobs wouldbecome precisely that—a genius. Itis unfortunate,
then, to come to the realization that
Steve Jobs (the film) lacks much of
the genius and innovation for which
Steve Jobs (the man) has become so

well known.

This is not to say that Steve Jobs
is without any redeeming qualities.
Written by Aaron Sorkin and directed
by Danny Boyle, thefilm recounts the
tale of Apple Inc. and its inspired-butimperfect CEO. Boyle and Sorkin
break Steve Jobs into three 30-minute

pieces: the unveilingof the Macintosh

the NeXT in 1988, and the
iMac in 1998. The film gains points
for originality in that respect. Its
in 1984,

plot progression plays out similarly
to a Shakespearean tragedy with a
number of clearly defined, clearly
organized acts. In fact, Steve Jobs’

characterization is remarkably similar
to a Shakespearean work in that each
character is portrayed with realistic
issues and strengths.
Steve Jobs does not comeacross as
a piece ofApple product propaganda,
but instead presents an accurate (if
somewhat self-inflated) picture of the
truly flawedman that Steve Jobs was.
His relationship with his coworkers,
his family, and his own self-destructive sense of pride are all coveredwith
brutal honesty, and Sorkin’s snappy
writing is largely to thank for that.
It would be dishonest, however,

STEVE JOBS
DANNY BOYLE
PRODUCED BY
UNIVERSAL PICTURES
RELEASE
OCT. 9, 2015
OUR RATING
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to say that Sorkin’s

script alone con-

tributes to the hub-bub around Steve

Jobs. Standoutperformances are given
by Seth Rogen, playing fellow-genius
Steve Wozniak, and JeffDaniels, playing business associate John Sculley.
Both usually star in humorous roles,
and it is a relief to see them effectively
portray complex characters.
Despite Fassbender’s lackluster
performance, the final 30 minutes
of Boyle’s film recounts both the
iMac launch and the final moments
of Jobs’ relationship with Wozniak,
Sculley, and Hertzfeld. Fassbender,
however, fails to make an emotional
connection with the audience in his
dialogue, leaving the last third of the
movie somewhat anticlimactic. The
problem becomes most apparent
in the final scene of the movie. Jobs
and his estranged daughter come to
terms with their poor relationship,
but neither actor succeeds in making
the scene a special moment.
Fassbender is not the only factor
that causes the film to come up short
by the time the credits roll. Plaguing
the entire film is the simple reality
that the subject matter of the film has

already been incredibly played out.
After Ashton’s Kutcher’s lackluster
performance in the 2013 film Jobs,
and this year’s simultaneous release
of the documentary Steve Jobs: The
Manin the Machine, Boyle’s chronicle
of Jobs’ life brings nothing new to the

CHART TOPPERS
TOP SINGLES

audience that has not already been
said by many others.

1 The Hills
The Weeknd
2 Hotline Bling
Drake
3 What Do You Mean?
Justin Bieber
4 679
Fetty Wap
5 Stiches
Shawn Mendes
6 Wildest Dreams
Taylor Swift
7 Can’t Feel My Face
The Weeknd
8 Locked Away
R. City

Even if the film’s material had
been completely fresh, however,
its method of presenting it creates
problems for thosewho seek to learn
more about Jobs, Apple Inc., or their

relationship between creator and
creation. The story of Steve

Jobs is

disseminated with little to no exposition throughout the entire film, told
in an in-medias-resfashion. Because
of this, audience memberswho have
not seen previous iterations of Jobs’
story will find themselves confused by
the finer detailsof the plot, and those

who havewill ultimately be bored with
the repeated material. Boyle takes an
artistic risk by limiting the amount
of exposition in Steve Jobs, but rather
than enriching the film, his choice
restricts enjoyment to only the most
knowledgeable techies and die-hard
Apple followers.
Steve Jobs asks the question, what
is a work of art? But at every step
it fails to answer it in any real way,
either through its story or through its
production. Despite a talented cast,
excellentcinematography, and a wellcomposed score, Danny Boyle’s newest film cannot propel itself past its
own key problems. Steve Jobs is not a
bad film, but if you were uninterested
in the Jobs’ life in the first place (or, for
that matter, you dislike esotericism),
this likelyisn’t the film for you. ¦

TOP ALBUMS

1 Revival
Selena Gomez
2 The Documentary 2
The Game
3 Beauty Behind The
Madness
The Weeknd
4 Fetty Wap
Fetty Wap
5 What A Time To Be
Alive
Drake & Future

Streep, Mulligan, and Bonham-Carter suffer in ‘Sufragette’
ChandlerFord
For The Heights
By

“ he finest eloquence is that
T
which gets things done.”
David Lloyd George (played by
Adrian Schiller) utters above in Sarah
Gavron’s breakout film Suffragette,
and it epitomizes every bit of her latest work—it doesn’t have to be clean,
it doesn’t have to be flashy, it just has
to get things done.
Directed by Gavron, Suffragette
tells the personal stories of Maud
Watts, Violet Miller, Edith Ellyn, and
many other leaders of the feminist
movement in 20-century England. On
a grander scale, Suffragetteis designed
to recall the progress that women’s
rights activists have made and the suffering that they have endured to further the cause. The film stars several
lesser-known actors and actresses,
but, thankfully, this does not detract
from its merit. Carey Mulligan, made
famous by her successive and popular
roles in An Education (2009), Drive
(2011), and Inside Llewyn Davis
(2013), plays Maud Watts with a passion and fire that perfectly embodies
the women’s rights movement itself.
Anne-Marie Duff plays supporting
character Violet Miller, and Helena
Bonham Carter lends her grace and
poise as the active head of the feminist
movement, Edith Ellyn.
On the whole, Suffragette seems to
follow the ideal “less is more” as long

as it works ascetic. Cinematographer
Eduard Grau follows suit with previous films on his resume (The Awakening and Buried being notable examples) and chooses a bland, gloomy
color palette, which very heavily contributes to Suffragette’s, tone ofdespair.
Alexandre Desplat’s compositions for
the film are incredibly reminiscent of
the soundtrack ofArgo (2012), and do

wonders in terms of tension-building
despite their infrequent appearances.
The visual effects crew doesn’t pull
any punches in punctuated use of
violence. Every sequence ofviolence,
particularly (spoilers ahead) the scene
in which Maud is force-fed through
a nasal feeding tube, demonstrates
the horrors that befell the real-life
Suffragettes. The movie’s final twist,
a suffragette’s brutal death-by-horsetrampling, makes excellent use of
shock value and drives home the
reality that women in the 1920s lived
in nightmarish conditions.
Unfortunately, Gavron’s work
is (somewhat ironically) afflicted
by the same problem that flesh and
blood suffragettes faced in the 19th
century —men. Remember the cast
members listed above? None of the
commendable cast in Suffragette
are men. Norman Taylor (played by
Geoff Bell) is unnecessarily and unrealistically vile, a personality more
befitting of a serial killer or a dictator than that of a common laundry
manager. The husband of Maud

Watts, Sonny (Ben Whishaw), plays
it painfully one-sided, without any
real motivation for his actions.
Inspector Arthur Steed (Brendan
Gleeson) lacks any human emotion,
and, for that matter, any human sensibility at all. The ends to which Inspector Steed goes in order to bring
Maud Watts to justice—breaking
and entering, torture, stalking, and
more—simply lacks any realism.
The easy accusation would be
that these actors simply failed to
deliver, but it seems more likely that
this shortcoming is caused by subpar writing. Abi Morgan, known

for her writing of historically-based
screenplays, fails to pen any realistic
villains for Suffragette. Without an
effective antagonist, the film fails
to stimulate interest in its subject
matter. This, perhaps more than
anything else, is the shortfall of
Gavron’s movie: it simply lacks the
ability to absorb its audience. On the
educationalfront, Suffragette delivers
on a grand scale—those who see it
will see a side of the women’s rights
movements that often go untaught in
schools. Without consistent, whollyempathetic writing, however, the film
simply doesn’t earn its one-hour,

40-minute run time.
Those who are especially passionate about women’s rights will
likely enjoy Suffragette, but the sad
reality is that this is a small percentage of the human population.
Most people simply aren’t informed
enough on the topic to derive
anything but fiery emotion by the
time the credits roll, and the movie
fails to offer enough exposition or
historical fact to change this. While
it contains many working parts, Suffragette is likely doomed to the fate
of quietly becoming nothing more
than a background cult classic. ¦

SUFFRAGETTE
SARAH GAVRON
PRODUCED BY
FOCUS FEATURES
RELEASE
OCT. 23, 2015
OUR RATING
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‘Witch Hunter’ cursed by queen and overdone Diesel
Juan Olavarria
Heights Editor

By

It’s that time of the year when
October becomes synonymous with
a movie docket largelycomposed of
films featuring some kind of supernatural entity, and The Last Witch
Hunter is no different. Directed
by Breck Eisner and starring Vin
Diesel, it comes across as a film that

purposely insists upon itself, developing progressively more elaborate
sets that produce the opposite of
its intended profundity. It feels
convoluted, overcharged, and does
not feature the elements associated
with a believable story, but more on

that later.
It is a film that does not get

much right: one-liners are ill-timed,
costumes are unimpressive, and the

Witch Queen’s design feels like an
odd hybrid alien-meets-humanmeets-bug. The only refreshing
aspect of the movie is the casting
of both Rose Leslie, known for her
role as Jon Snow’s love interest
in Game of Thrones, and Michael
Caine, but even these two could only
work within the bounds they were
afforded. For a work whose main
feature is the existence of wizards

THE LASTWITCH HUNTER
BRECK EISNER
PRODUCED
SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENT
RELEASE
OCT. 23, 2015
OUR RATING
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SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENT

SINGLE REVIEWS

and witches, it distinctly lacks cinematic magic.
Right off the bat it opens with a
confusing sequence, where a posse
ofbarbarian-looking warriors begin
walking toward a gigantic tree surrounded by a cloud of what looks
like insects. Kaulder (Vin Diesel),
while sporting a beard worthy of the
Wildlingsbeyond the wall, does not
come across as a believable leader,
and yet, these men follow him into
the sanctum of the Witch Queen
(Julie Engelbrecht) to depose her.
She had unleashed the plague into
the worldand as such, humans were
dropping dead like, ironically, flies.
After a drawn-out struggle, Kaulder
manages to defeat the queen, but
she manages to inflict a curse on
him: he can never die. This sets up
the main storyline of the film, as for
centuries he becomes the enforcer
of the witch law: that magic cannot
be used upon humans.
The Last Witch Hunter adds
another chapter to the anthology of
roles where Vin Diesel essentially
plays himself: the lonesome tough
guy without fear who secretly yearns
for friendship. Scarred by the loss of
his wife and daughter to the plague,
Kaulder is forced to traverse the

world century after century as the
witch hunter without having anyone he truly trusts. Enter Father
Dolan, played by Caine, Kaulder’s
handler and only friend. Dolan is
the name given to all of the priests
who have been assigned to the immortal witch hunter through the
years, of whom Caine happens to

be the 36th.
Vie Last Witch Hunter comes
forth as your typical film about
the struggle between the natural
and the supernatural: humans vs.
beasts, life vs. death, but without
any inherent charm. The special effects seem overly ambitious, resulting in the type of visuals one would
expect from the Resident Evil series,
not up to standard in the current
cinematographic climate.
One of the most significant, if
not the only, lines of the movie is
when Diesel says, “Eve [done this]
before, I’ll do it again.” Ironic, as
this type of movie has been done
and his type of performance has
already been delivered. While not
unwatchable, for a film premiering around Halloween it neither
provides the treat nor delivers the
trick, leaving the viewer unsatisfied
and unexpectedly confused. ¦

Source: Billboard.com

MUSIC VIDEO
'

LEIGH CHANNEL

“IN MY EYES”
BEST COAST
“In My Eyes,” the fourth
track off California Nights,
is quintessential Best Coast.
Gritty, almost grating, guitar
riffs and an upbeat tempo
mask the more somber tone
of the song that is hidden in
the lyrics.
“In My Eyes” tells the story of heartbreak, with front
woman Bethany Cosentino
crooning, “I treated you badly
/ We ended so sadly / Wish I
didn’t care.” Cosentino’s lyrics
are simple, yet perfectly pinpoint the emptiness felt when
any significant other leaves
you behind.
The music video remains
as simple as the song itself.
Combining footage from a
performance on top of the
Capitol Records building and
lyrics flickering around Cosentino’s head, it doesn’t make a
fuss —this
video is about the
music, not about a director’s
imagined love affair or another
representation of Best Coast’s
remorseful tale. The only effect that could be considered
“extra” is the video’s nearly
constant lens-flare, but is it
really a Best Coast product
without at least one tribute to
their days as an aggressively
hip, lo-fi band?
It’s fitting that the video
was shot on top of the Capitol
Records building, since the
band came together in Los
Angeles and attributes most
of its inspiration for California
Nights to the city. With a stunning view of the city from the
skyscraper’s rooftop deck, we
can clearly see why Cosentino
and front man Bobb Bruno
deemed it the “Best” coast. Not
everything is as beautiful as it
seems in L.A., however, where
a tension between alluring
appearances and harsh reality inspired Cosentino to play
with these conflicting themes
on California Nights. “In My
Eyes” is a perfect example, with
its misleading score and heart
wrenching lyrics. ¦

BY DENIZ DEMIRCI

ONE DIRECTION
“Perfect”

DJ SNAKE FEAT. BIPOLAR SUNSHINE

“Middle”

Even though P
“ erfect'' is completely devoid of
originality, the latest single from One Direction
manages to be enjoyable. The track comes with
no surprises and employs the band's popular
mix of soaring vocals and sugary pop. Basically,
it’s sure to make female fans swoon when Harry
Styles belts, “Baby, you're perfect.”

? ????

DJ Snake veers slightly from his signature
house trap style, with the help on vocals by
Bipolar Sunshine.The track is different from
DJ Snake’s repertoire, and sounds more
akin to something by Kygo. The song's slow,
catchy tune and well-orchestrated vocal
chops make for an exciting new sound.

MO
“Kamikaze”

Although it is no “Lean On,” the Danish singer's
latest collaboration with popular producer
Diplo, “Kamikaze” is a fun, bouncy track. MO’s
distinct vocals are not especially soothing, but
they blend perfectly with the song’s energetic
beats. The new single, while enjoyable, is most
likely to disappoint the older fans.

The

B5

Heights

Thursday. October 22. 2015

COMMUNITY
| TUTOR NEEDED

HELP WANTED
$$

SPERM DONORS WANTED

$$

Earn up to $1,200/month and
give the gift of family through
California Cryobank’s donor
program. Convenient Cambridge
location. Apply online: SPERMBANK.com.

|

SPANISH TUTOR WANTED
$45/Hour
For Junior HS Student
Please email jstclair@adviserinvestments.com

INTERESTED IN
PLACING A CLASSIFED
AD?

“See, Grandma? It says cat!”

EMAIL
ADS@BCHEIGHTS.COM

.

w.
mm

SMILE
Pass It On:

We take our sight for granted. ..until it t’s going. If glasses
or surgery are

not

enough, there is still hope. To locate

in low vision, or for more information

VALUES.COM ffi7S.\Wr

call (800) 455-8006 or visit

on living

an eye

doctor specializing

independently with low vision,

www.checkyearly.com/lowvision.

OUR
FUNDS
HAVE A
RECORD
BROKEN RECORD.
LIKE A

TIAA-CREF: Upper’s Best Overall Large Fund Company 1
three years in a row. For the first time ever. How?
Our disciplined investment strategy aims to produce
competitive risk-adjusted returns that create long-term
value for you. Just what you’d expect from a company
that’s created to serve and built to perform.

(M\

\M)

Learn more about our unprecedented,
award-winning performance at

TIAA.org/Perform
BUILT TO PERFORM.
CREATED TO SERVE.

AAA

UPPER

UPPER

UPPER

2013

2014

2015

BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY 1
The Upper Awards are based on a review of 36 companies' 2012
and 48 companies' 2013 and 2014 risk-adjusted performance.

Upper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return for eligible funds over the three-year period ended
11/30/12,11/30/13, and 11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked among 36 fund companies in 2012 and 48 fund companies in 2013 and 2014 with at
least five equity, five bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. Past performance does not guarantee future results. For current performance and rankings, please
visit the Research and Performance section on tiaa-cref.org. TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc., and
Nuveen Securities, LLC, members FINRA and SIPC, distribute securities products. ©2015 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America-College
Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017. C248498
I The

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. Go
to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other information.
Read carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market and other risk factors.
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Leah Settipane is BC’s all-time best field hockey goaltender
every day to make sure that next
year, there wouldn’t be a question
that she was talented enough.
But in the summer between
eighth grade and freshman year,
Settipane’s former gym teacher
suggested that she try out for field
hockey, which she also coached.
Settipane had no interest in taking up another sport. After much
begging by the team’s other goalie,
Settipane showed up to her first
practice. Despite the discomfort
of the heavy goalkeeping equipment, Settipane took a liking to
field hockey. She felt confident
enough to compete with the
girls on her team, most of whom
had been playing with the same
coach through camps and clubs
in middle school.
Asa junior in high school,
Settipane played on the school
field hockey team and had joined
a club team. She did not start on
the school squad, and one of the
first times she saw action on the
field was during the semifinals of
a state tournament.
Her fellow teammate was injured while protecting the cage, so

Settipane’s coaches threw her into
the game to stave off a goal during
overtime. After fighting her hardest, an opponent shot the ball into
the cage, and the game was over.
“I remember going to bed and I
could hear the sound of the goal,”
Settipane said.
It gnawed at her, but instead
of growing disheartened, she
used the opportunity to jumpstart a tougher training regimen.
She practiced with her club team
and worked on her own to get
stronger. By the end of a grueling
summer, Settipane was awarded
the starting goalie position.
The end of high school left
Settipane unsatisfied with her
recruitment experience. Other
teammates had matriculated to
Division I universities, but recruiters suggested that Settipane take
a postgraduate year to seek better
opportunities. Her path changed
when she decided to follow their
advice and take a PG year at the
Hotchkiss School, an elite boarding school in Connecticut.
Not one to settle for secondbest, Settipane took the year to
improve her grades as well as
her athletic prospects. Instead of
packing up for college and enjoying the firsts that come with it,
Settipane willingly put herself

through another year of high
school, a decision some would
consider a nightmare. She continued her outstandingperformance
as a three-season athlete, clinching the MVP awards for basketball,
field hockey, and softball. Another
year went by as Settipane saw her
Hotchkiss teammates commit to
high-performance schools. And
then, finally, it was her turn. Boston College came calling.
BC, originally uninterested
in Settipane during high school
because it had no need for another
goalie, decided to recruit her after
a goalkeeper quit. “It was like my
dream come true,” Settipane said.
“I had secretly always wanted to
come to BC, but I felt like I wasn’t
good enough.”
It was a justifiable fear, considering Settipane onlybegan playing
in high school. Most students who
pick up a sport to branch out during freshman year end up having a
good time and getting a participation award. But Settipane is not
like most students—she knows
what she wants, and she will do
whatever it takes to get it.
Settipane knew the opportunity she was getting when she
signed with BC. The summer
before she suited up as an Eagle,
she spent each day with a personal
trainer to work out the kinks and
tackle potential problems. She
did suicides until she was out of
breath, but still tried to run even
faster.

Her toughest challenge was
adapting to watered AstroTurf
after playing on regular turf for
the entirety of her field hockey
experience. She had to improve
on her footwork the most, learning to use her feet to save goals
instead of dramatically diving for
every ball.
Weeks before she arrived on
campus, Settipane learned that
she would be the only goalkeeper
for BC that year. Not only was
she getting to play for a Division
I team in the best conference
for field hockey in the nation,
but she was going to be the only
goalie playing. This stroke of
luck allowed her to shine in her
freshman year, earning 10 wins
and 87 saves.
Four years after her first game
with the Eagles, and it seems as
though nothing has changed—
Settipane dominates the goalkeeper position for BC, as her
counterpart, redshirt sophomore
Audra Hampsch, has played just

31 minutes in her career. Settipane
has grown into a more aggressive
player, one who will throw her
body around to get the save for
her team.
She has also just broken the record for most wins earned by a BC
goalkeeper. After a two-game setback, the Eagles came back from
the slump by winning 4-2 against
the University of New Hampshire.
A celebration erupted inDurham,
N.H. for Settipane, but she wasn’t
thinking ofherself.
Those who know Settipane say
the same thing about her breaking the monumental record: she
passed on the credit to everyone
else.
When reflecting on the game,
she first took the time to thank
the people who helped her along
the way. She mentioned friends,
family, coaches, teammates, and
even those whom she had never
met but had played for BC. Head
coach Kelly Doton, too, stressed
Settipane’s gratitude. “I think she
feels that it wasn’t just her victory,”
Doton said. “It was everyone’s
victory.”
This is just how Settipane is.
She can excel to the highest level,
but still find another person to
compliment or give credit to.
Most weekends, she travels home
to Rhode Island to see her younger
brother’s high school football
games. It takes her mind off the
most pressing issue for her: a last
chance at winning it all in the
postseason, either in the NCAA
or ACC tournaments.
BC field hockey has failed to
win a postseason game not just in
Settipane’s time at BC, but in the
team’s whole existence. Settipane
attributes the tournament losses
to the long season, which consists
of 18 games.
She thinks, though, that this
could be the year things change
With the right seed, they can come
up with a win. “It’s kind of tough
to celebrate 42 wins when there’s
no postseason games in there, because I definitely need to get some
of those,” Settipane said.
After that,who knows? Though
coaches and teammates believe
that she can play on the United
States national team, Settipane
makes no mention of it, preferring
to suggest that her future is up in
the air right now. But for an athlete
whose future has been uncertain
several times in the past, it seems
that Settipane has something
great on the horizon. ¦

JOHN QUACKENBOS / BC ATHLETICS EMILY FAHEY / HEIGHTS SENIOR STAFF
|

From Settipane, A1

Asa teen, Leah Settipane used to dream about blocking shots on the basketball court, not while in net.

The grades are in: BC’s position groups evaluated at midseason
8

From Column, B

near the bottom of the nation
in passing yards per game, it

DREW HOO / HEIGHTS EDITOR

Few expected such an unbalanced BC team this year. The defense is phenomenal, but the offense is putrid.

isn’t because the quarterback
hasn’t had enough time to find
an open receiver and release.
Sixth-year senior Harris Williams is the elder statesman
of the offensive line, and he
has done an honorable job of
ensuring this unit is up to snuff
each week.
DEFENSIVE LINE: A+
Without a doubt, the front
seven, but specifically the defensive line, has been BC’s best
individual unit all year. The
Eagles are still the only team in
the FBS whose opponents are
averaging fewer than 200 yards
per game.
The D-line can stuff the
run, apply pressure when the
opposition passes, and make
tackles that players would have
missed in years past. Harold
Landry, Kevin Kavalec, Truman
Gutapfel, Connor Wujciak, and
Mehdi Abdesmad, as a group,
are BC’s midseason MVPs. If
every unit of this team was half
as strong as the defensive line,
BC would have the best team in
the country.
LINEBACKERS: A
The other unit that makes
up the dominating front seven,
the linebackers are the crucial
link between BC’s suffocating
run defense and formidable
pass defense. Steven Daniels
makes some plays that are so
brilliant they’re hard to believe.
Matt Milano is a force, whether
he’s rushing from the edge or
dropping back into pass coverage.
There were a few lapses in

pass coverage against Clemson,
but the linebackers have been
phenomenal through seven
games.
SECONDARY: B+
Against Clemson, for the
first time this season, BC’s stellar defense cracked. While it
wasn’t entirely the secondary’s
fault, Deshaun Watson torched
the Eagles for more than 400
yards through the air, including nine plays that gained more
than 20 yards. The secondary
has impressed thus far in the
season, but the blemish against
Clemson holds it back from receiving an A. Despite that, John
Johnson has been a real breakout star for the BC defense, and
Justin Simmons has flourished
in his final season at BC.
SPECIALISTS (KICKING/
PUNTING): D +
The Eagles have yet to miss
an extra point more than halfway through the season, which
is basically the only reason
this unit receives a passing
grade. The moment starting
kicker Alex Howell went down
with an injury that has kept
him from kicking field goals
(but allowed him to continue
punting), BC special teams
was doomed.
Colton Lichtenberg and
Mike Knoll might improve
down the road, but neither has
the consistency or the mental
fortitude to be an everyday
college kicker this season.
Howell’s punting has ranged
from good to very good, and
he deserves a lot of credit for
playing through his injury.
But BC’s kicking game leaves
too much to be desired at this
point.

SPECIALISTS (RETURNS):
C
Sherman Alston has struggled mightily on punt returns
this year—he’s
fine once he
catches the ball, but getting to
the spot and cleanly receiving punts have been a big
problem. Freshman Michael
Walker has been a pleasant
surprise on kickoff returns,
which gives the return game a
bit of a bump. Steve Addazio
puts heavy focus on starting
with good field position each
drive, but the Eagles haven’t
helped out their coach too
much in that respect.
COACHING STAFF: D
I hate to keep harping on
this, but you could not manage
crucial junctures of important
games worse than BC has this
season. Poor clock management has taken a number of
points off the board at the end
of halves, and a communication breakdown in the last seconds of the game against Wake
Forest led directly to a loss.
Addazio is one hell of a
recruiter and could motivate
the survivors ofCuster’s Last
Stand to just give it another
shot, but his predictable playcalling and inability to manage
the clock down the stretch has
lost BC more games than it
has won. On the bright side,
Addazio and his staff have
done a good job of preparing a
number of freshmen and first-

time starters to play significant minutes.

Tom DeVoto is theAsst. Sports
Editor for The Heights. He
can be reached at sports@
bcheights.com.
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Louisville is far better than its record
8

From Louisville Preview, B

He leads Louisville in rushing
by more than 200 yards and has
already topped 100 yards on
the ground three times. With
excellent speed and elusiveness,
Jackson is a nightmare in the
open field, similar to BC’s Jeff

Smith.
That is where the comparison
with Smith ends, as Jackson has
also shown star potential with
his arm. His appeal as a passer
extends beyond his admittedly
subpar statistics.
Jackson has averaged a paltry 6.86 yards per pass, while
completing just 54.5 percent
of his throws and tossing five
interceptions. The numbers are
a bit misleading, as just two of
the picks have come during his
three-game tenure as the undis-

puted starter.
In addition, last week against
FSU, he had his best game of the
season, throwing for 307 yards
and three TDs against a very
talented secondary. Jackson has
shown a strong arm and the capabilities to make throws at all
levels. His elusiveness translates
well to the pocket, where he
has shown a tendency to keep
his eyes downfield, even while
scrambling to avoid the rush —
something young QBs rarely
manage to do. He also has shown
the ability to extend drives, as
Louisville has converted 44.3
percent of its third downs, 32nd
nationally.

While Jackson still struggles
with making multiple reads,
Petrino’s spread offense greatly
minimizes the difficulty of the
QB’s progressions. With four- or
five-receiver sets, Louisville gets
a lot of one-on-one matchups.
The offense stresses the middle
of the field, where linebackers
must not only cover a multitude
of receivers but also keep their
eyes in the backfield, lest Jackson
takes off to run. Quick screens
to the outside also give Jackson
easy completions to boost his
confidence.
On Saturday, expect a very
similar game plan to the one
that Clemson ran so efficiently
against BC last week. Louisville
should throw much more than
it runs, substituting the short
passes for runs that will likely
be snuffed out by BC’s stellar
defensive front.
Look for Jackson to exploit
the Eagles in their preferred man
coverage, especially against the
linebacking core. In addition,
expect Jackson to target leading receiver James Quick, who
scored three TDs against FSU,
downfield several times on explosive plays. It will be a long day
for the BC linebackers, spending
all afternoon in coverage while
simultaneously spying Jackson.
Louisville’s defensive performance has varied this season.
After losing six starters from
the 2014 team, including superstar safety Gerod Holliman,
struggles were expected for Todd

Grantham’s unit. Some of the
dropoff has been more precipitous than expected.
After ranking 10th in rushing
defense last season, Louisville
has fallen to 45th in 2015, overpursuing and missing tackles
with alarming regularity. In
addition, after totaling 40 sacks
in 2014, Louisville has only recorded 12 in its first six games.
To make matters worse, the
defense has shown an inability
to end opponents’ drives, with
opponents converting 41.9 percent of their third downs, 91st
in the FBS. Struggles in the
red zone have also plagued the
Cardinals, as their unit ranks
an abysmal 113th in the nation
in defensive red zone efficiency.

from unpredictable spots, aiming to confuse the QB when he
sets up the protection. Against
a veteran QB like FSU’s Everett Golson, there might not be
huge amounts of confusion, but
against the freshman Smith,
Grantham’s defense could force
numerous mistakes.
Against BC, look for Louisville to try everything possible to
stop the run, stemming its slide
in run defense efficiency. Still,
look for the Cardinals’ front to
struggle a bit with the physicality
ofBC’s run game and with being
able to get off the field.
When possible, they will
look to force Smith into obvious
passing scenarios, where their
multiple looks can confuse the

Despite some encouraging signs,
allowing just 16 points across

newly appointed starter.
Count on at least one Louisville interception. Louisville
must remember to keep a spy
on Smith, as he possesses the
blazing speed to simply outrun
blitzers on multiple plays. These
plays serve as BC’s only source
of explosive offensive plays,
something that Steve Addazio
is painfully aware of.
Addazio pointed out that
explosion is the main difference
between these two young teams,
noting that “they are young like
us, but I would say the thing
that would be different, is that
[Louisville] is a very explosive
team on both sides of the ball.” If
both teams continue their recent
trends Saturday, it could be a
long afternoon for the Eagles. ¦

their two wins and the aforementioned six points in the first half
of the FSU game, the defense has
regressed across the board.
Still, Louisville has found
ways to remain effective through
momentum-changing plays,
which provide a great way to
overcome a leaky defense. Louisville has intercepted nine passes
in 2015, despite Holliman’s departure, keeping its offense in
the game. In addition, the pass
rush showed signs of life last
Saturday, with Grantham dialing
up a variety of blitz packages to
get to the QB.
Grantham effectively shows
more blitzers than will rush the
passer, with the rush coming

Editors’
Picks

Can the defense bounce
back against Louisville
after crumbling in Death
Valley last week? Or will
the Eagles’ offense regress

back to nonexistence?
MICHAEL SULLIVAN

Sports Editor
Okay, fine, I’ll try to find the positives here.
At times, the offense actually showed flashes of
brilliance, largely thanks to the return of Myles
Willis. If Steve Addazio is willing to let Jeff Smith
air it out from the pocket, he can balance it with
Willis’ explosiverunning ability. But that’s a huge
if, given BC’s stagnant offensive game plans.
And the defense showed enough cracks to make
me think Lamar Jackson will take advantage.

Prediction:
Louisville 17, BC 14
JACK STEDMAN

Assoc. Sports Editor
The Cardinals are surprisingly only 2-4, but
three of their losses have come against Auburn,
Clemson, and Florida State. A home matchup
against the Eagles will give them their third
win of the season, barring an inexplicable meltdown. BC actually looked competent against
Clemson, and was very much in the game at
the beginning. The Eagles should keep it close
this weekend, but I see no chance at an upset
given the continued shortcoming on offense.
DREW HOO / HEIGHTS EDITOR

Quarterback-turned-wideout Elijah Robinson could be a key to the Eagles’ offense as Jeff Smith searches for passing options on the edge.

Defense must hold Cards to under 17
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TOM DEVOTO

upperclassman.
The Eagles’ front seven
should find experience on their
side and be disruptive all game.
Even taking into account containment and spy assignments,
the BC defense should create
pressure against a Louisville
team who has given up 22 sacks
in six games, ranked 124 out of
128 teams.
Seventeen will be the magic
number if the Eagles want to
win. If BC’s defense plays to its
usual level (read: not last week
at Clemson), the offense will not
need to put up a ton of points.
But once Louisville gets to 20
points or higher, BC will be unable to keep up.
Its offense, even with a
healthy Jonathan Hilliman and
Darius Wade, is not built for
shootouts. ¦

Asst. Sports Editor
I’m running out of negative adjectives to
describe BC’s offense this season. Unless the
Eagles can learn how to put up more than 14
points a game on a consistent basis, they will
have a tough time winning another game this
season. The defense has carried BC just about as
far as it possibly
it’s the offense’s turn
to step up. I don’t see that happening this week.

can—now

Prediction:
Louisville 27, BC 3
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He has completed 54 percent
of his passes and gained over
400 yards on the ground. Quick
torched the Florida State secondary last week for 130 yards
and three touchdowns. True to
his name, Quick will keep a BC
defense that gave up 420 yards in
the air last week very busy.
His excellent speed combined
with a penchant for recognizing busted coverage means that
defensive backs will need to hit
him hard off the line of scrimmage and then stay disciplined.
Addazio last week said that big
plays against Clemson came
when receivers got behind the
defense. Quick poses an even
bigger threat.
Like all games, it will come
down to the trenches, and on
defense the Eagles look to have
a clear advantage. Of the five
offensive line positions, three

of Louisville’s linemen are true
or redshirt freshmen, and only
center, Tobijah Hughley, is an

j

SCOREBOARD

...

dual threat quarterback with a
cannon for an arm.

DONIAK 1 G 1 A
DOWD 1 G

j

up over 400 yards rushing in
their first two games—they
are
still a dangerous unit. Currently
ranked 32nd nationally in defensive yards allowed, Louisville’s
defense is giving up just over 350
total yards per game, so Smith
and company will have to continue to claw for every yard.
The Cardinals’ defensive line
boasts the big talent, anchored
by junior Devonte Fields, Texas
Christian transfer and former
Big 12 Defensive Freshman of
the Year, and senior Sheldon
Rankins. Both will most likely
play on Sundays in the not too
distant future. Senior James Burgess, a member of the preseason
All-ACC team, has been a force
against the run from the middle
linebaclcer spot.
BC will have to dominate
the line of scrimmage against a
physical front. Smith was 7-22

passing last week at Clemson,
and it seems clear the road to
victory does not lie through his
arm. Rather, it will lie on both
his legs and the stable of running backs.
Expect to see Addazio split
carries between his three primary backs: Tyler Rouse, Marcus Outlow, and Myles Willis,
who just returned from injury.
Addazio welcomed Willis back
with a team-high 18 carries last
week. “[Willis] is a veteran guy
now,” he said. “He is one of those
few guys who have been through
a lot of those heated contests
now
I think that sparked us
a little bit on offense.”
On the defensive side of the
ball, the Eagles face the potent
combination of true freshman
quarterback Lamar Jackson
and junior wide receiver James
Quick. Jackson, like Clemson’s
Deshaun Watson and Florida
State’s Everett Golson is another

|
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Prediction:
Louisville 21, BC 10
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Grading
the Eagles

Tom DeVoto
The 1989 movie Back To The Future Part II predicted the technologi-

KENTUCKY DERBY

DREW HOO / HEIGHTS EDITOR (TOP)
|

MARK WALLHEISER / AP PHOTO

(BOTTOM)

The path to a bowl (or an ACC win) doesn’t get any easier this
week, as the Eagles take on Bobby Petrino, Lamar Jackson,
and the Louisville Cardinals in their Kentucky backyard.
By

Patrick

Toppin

For The Heigh ts
Last Saturday, for the first time
all season, Boston College’s defense
gave up more than 14 points in a
game. In fact, the Eagles (3-4, 0-4
ACC) gave up 34 points total to
College Football Playoff contender
Clemson in a game where the score
line of 34-17 looks far closer than
it actually was. After BC took an
early lead, the Tigers returned the
favor and never looked back. Such
a decisive, albeit expected, loss was
marked with only one positive: Alex
Howell, punter, was named the Ray
Guy Punter of The Week. It is small
victory in a season where BC fans
will be looking for any glimmer of
light.
This week, the Eagles move on
to the great state of Kentucky to
face Louisville (2-4, 1-2 ACC), who
began the season with hopes of at
least competing in the ACC Atlantic
Division. Those hopes were quickly

derailed with three season-opening
losses to Auburn, Houston, and
Clemson.
Three weeks later they would
lose again, this time to Florida State.
Granted, those four teams who have
beaten Louisville so far this season
have a combined record of 18-2,
and three of those four are currently undefeated. Louisville might
not be as good as the experts would
have predicted, but they are by no
means bad.
“What would be nice for Jeff
Smith is if we had a lesser defense
come in that he could gain a little
confidence from,” head coach Steve
Addazio said after Clemson. Unfortunately for both Smith and
Addazio, the trial by fire will continue for the young offense. The
Cardinals boast a lot of talent on
the defensive side.
While they struggled at times
earlier this year—the Cardinals gave

See BC Preview, B

By

Chris Noyes

Heights

Staff

Nothing makes college sports
fans more impatient than youth
and inexperience. Unless anew
player shines from the moment of
his arrival, fans immediately bash
their team for thinking that player
had talent. This phenomenon especially affects teams that undergo
significant change after a period
of noteworthy success, replacing

championship-caliber veterans
with freshmen.
Boston College (3-4, 0-4 ACC)
fans would begrudgingly agree that
they fit into this category. Louisville (2-4, 1-2 ACC) fans share
the feeling. But remarkable youth
appears to be the only similarity between the two schools, with
Louisville finally showing signs of
promise as BC sinks into deeper
ineptitude by the week.
After a disastrous 0-3 start,
head coach Bobby Petrino’s Car-

7

cal and social advancements of 2015
with almost impeccable foresight.
Cars fueled by garbage. Hoverboards. Hands-free video gaming. The
Cubs! (Well, almost.)
Those involved with the movie
were able to accurately predict scientific progresses more than 25 years
into the future. But even they couldn’t
have anticipated the future of Boston
College football just two or three
months ago.
While many expected to have a
good defense and a struggling offense,
no one expected BC to be this good
on defense and this bad on offense.
This season has been a lot to
digest, but digest it we must. Seven
weeks into the season is a good time
for reflection. BC’s new starters have
gotten enough playing time to accurately judge their progress, so let’s
take a look at how each unit, spanning
all three phases of the game, has done
this season.
QUARTERBACKS: CI get it. If Darius Wade had never
gotten hurt, things probably wouldn’t
be as bad as they seem right now.
Playing a true freshman at the most
important position on the field is
not ideal, but it’s what BC has to do
for the rest of the year. Given the
circumstances, Jeff Smith has done
all right—he
was only just announced
as the official starter this past week
against Clemson.
Since BC’s quarterback essentially
functions as its primary rusher, the
position has to be graded a little bit
differently than it normally would.
When it comes to passing, BC’s attack
can’t get much worse. But Smith’s ability to run—he leads the team with 266
rushing yards—salvages a mediocre
grade for the first half of the season.
RUNNING BACKS: BBy getting blessed with Andre
Williams, BC’s all-time leading rusher,
and Tyler Murphy, BC’s single-season
quarterbackrushing leader, the Eagles
have been spoiled with elite threats on
the ground in back-to-back seasons.
So while the running backs this season haven’t been bad, they can’t touch
the production that BC put up in its
first two years under head coach Steve
Addazio.
Jonathan Hilliman sustained a broken foot in week three that will likely
keep him out of action all season,
and Myles Willis is only just returning to regular action following a few
weeks on the mend. A quarterback is
the Eagles’ leading rusher right now,
which tells you a little bit about how
Tyler Rouse, Marcus Outlow, and Jordan Gowins have filled in for Hilliman
and Willis.
RECEIVERS / TIGHT ENDS:
INCOMPLETE
Since BC throws so rarely—and
since the Eagles throw successfully
even more rarely—it
is tough to assign a grade to the receiving corps.
Through seven games, Thadd Smith,
BC’s leading receiver, has six catches
for 158 yards and a touchdown. There
are some college receivers who will
put up that stat line in a single half.
Again, it’s not necessarily the receiving corps’ fault, but that’s all that we
have to go by. I was hoping for a little
more from quarterback-turned-widereceiver Elijah Robinson this year, but
he only has four catches in BC’s seven
games.
OFFENSIVE LINE: B
One of the biggest question marks
to start the year, the offensive line has
actually impressed in the first half
of 2015. BC is fifth in the country in
rushing yards per game, even with
all of the injuries that its tailbacks
have suffered. Rushing yards are just
as much about the holes that the offensive line opens up as it is about the
rusher himself. And while BC ranks

dinals have won two of their last
three games. Even the loss showcased Louisville’s improvements,
as it held Florida State to just six
first-half points last Saturday, before succumbing to fatigue in the
second half of its 41-21 defeat.
Louisville’s turnaround can be
traced back to the emergence of
true freshman QB Lamar Jackson.
Petrino entered the season with
three possible starting QBs—Reggie Bonnafon, Kyle Bolin, and
Jackson—giving each a start during
the first three games.
After starting the second game
against Houston, Jackson claimed
the starting job for good in Louisville’s fourth game against Samford. Asa true freshman, Jackson’s
body of work makes him highly
impressive. Despite missing most
of one game, Jackson has amassed
467 rushing yards, fifth among
FBS QBs, and five rushing TDs.

See Louisville Preview, B 7
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Feature: Leah Settipane’s lucky break
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