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University to overhaul
dorm access, card swipes
Most BC buildings to
gain cameras, Wi-Fi

based card readers
By Carolyn

Freeman

News Editor

DREW HOO

/

HEIGHTS EDITOR

At long last, Meehan is back on track
McKenzie Meehan, BC women’s soccer’s top player and leading scorer in the ACC, is finally back to goal-scoring form after a
string of injuries that have held her out for the past year. See page 88.

A uniform system of card readers
will be implemented in academic, administrative, and residential buildings
across campus over the next three years,
which—alongside a series of other infrastructure upgrades—will represent a
significant overhaul in the University’s
approach to campus security and
identification systems. Card readers
will change to operate based off the
University Wi-Fi. Additionally, the blue
light telephone system around campus
will change. In certain locations with
clusters of the blue light phones, the devices will be upgraded and consolidated.
Security cameras will be also placed at
the entrances to all buildings.
The changes, which are overseen

by Stanley Security, were approved at
the Board of Trustees meeting Sept. 25.
John King, executive director of campus
security and chief of BCPD, has helped
to lead the new security initiatives.
The impetus for the changes is to standardize the security experience across
campus, said George Arey, director of
residential life.
“The University made a decision to
invest in campus safety and security to
bring us up to par with peer institutions,
and Director King led an effort over
the past year to identify ways in which
we could make sure on-campus was as
safe and secure as possible by investing
in upgrades in technology,” University
Spokesperson Jack Dunn said. “We realized, while BC is a very safe campus, that
we had to make investments that would
enhance our overall campus safety and
security.”
The Wi-Fi-based technology that
the new card readers will depend on is

See Campus Safety, A3

Uber, Lyft, and Boston cabbies face off at State House
By

Will Mennicken

Heights

crimes associated with ride-sharing companies, the bill says.
Though the proposed bill would change the way ride-sharing
companies like Über and Lyft manage their drivers, the companies are still on Baker’s side. Carlie Woibel, Über’s Boston communications representative, told The Heights that her company
fully supports Baker’s bill.
Alternatively, Forry and Moran’s bill would require all Über
and Lyft drivers to have their vehicles covered by commercial
insurance, have livery license plates, and be fingerprinted with
full background checks.
Employees of taxi drivers support Forry and Moran’s bill
because they feel that Über has an unfair advantage over the
taxi industry ever since the ride-sharing company launched

Staff

The Gardner Auditorium at the Massachusetts State House
was divided two weeks ago: one side of the room clad in yellow,
the other dressed in blue and pink.

The color scheme marked a sharp partition in the audience’s
approvalof two bills that could have a significant impact on how
government oversees popular but largely unregulated ride-hailing services such as Über and Lyft.
Ride-sharing app users and drivers—those
in pink and
blue—and representatives of the taxi industry—in
yellow—exchanged applause and boos throughout the 10-hour debate.
Drivers of ride-sharing companies vocalized their support for a
bill proposed by Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker, while
cabbies registered their approval for a bill filed by State Senator
Linda Dorcena Forry and State Representative Michael Moran
back in July.
Baker’s bill, backed by both Über and Lyft, would allow the
Department of Public Utilities (DOPU) to regulate all ride-sharing companies. The DOPU would search all driving records for
any drunk-driving arrests, as well as other violations that could
prevent eligibility to drive for any ride-sharing company. Baker’s
bill would also put forth a two-tiered criminal background check
on all drivers that would reveal any previously committed crimes
in any of the 50 states.
Über argues that it already performs a pre-screening process
for its drivers. “All driver-partnerswanting to use the Über platform are required to undergo an extensive background check,
which is performed on our behalf by Accurate and/or Checkr,”
the company’s blog states.

in 2012.

and that’s
it —that’s
their inspection,” said Steve Sullivan, the general
manager of Metro Cab, Inc. “We have to have a full inspection
by the City of Boston twice per year where they look under and
over the car, check for any dents or rust, and even the faintest
flaw will prevent its approval for service.”
Meghan Joyce, Über’s East Coast general manager, said in a
prepared testimony that the lawmakers’ bill would discourage
people from signing up to drive with the company by imposing
rules that included “fingerprint checks not currently required
of taxi and limo drivers and economically burdensome and
duplicative insurance coverage.”
Forry responded to the sharp criticism from Über and Lyft
supporters.
“In no way are we trying to eliminate Über or Lyft from the
“Über

STEVEN SENNE / AP PHOTO

Supporters of each bill dressed in different color shirts in solidarity.
pointed a finger at the loopholes in the Boston cab
industry’s background-check procedure at the bill hearing. RepÜber

said 7.6 percent of the 1,025 licensed cab
drivers who have undergone Über’s background checks failed,
based on comparing driver names and hackney numbers.
Baker’s bill also gives the Massachusetts government permission to require fingerprinting or impose other regulations it finds
necessary. Fingerprinting of drivers is critical in solving any

resentatives from Über

cars just send a picture of their car to Über,

See Taxi, A8

BC trustee returns to Nebraska roots as new president of Creighton
A longtime friend of Leahy, Hendrickson takes
on new position at Jesuit university’s helm
By

Arielle Cedeno

this Thursday. From his formative years

Assoc. News Editor

as a student to his foray into academia,

For Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson,
S.J., the long path to the presidency of
Creighton University began not too far
from the school’s campus in Omaha,
Neb. Hendrickson, a member of the
Board of Trustees at Boston College,
first became interested in the Jesuit
vocation as a high school student observing the monks at Mount Michael
Benedictine High School, an all-boys
boarding school a mere 30 miles from
Creighton.
Hendrickson’s recent appointment as
the 25th president of Creighton, a Jesuit
university, will be formally recognized
at a presidential installment ceremony

Hendrickson brings to his new role a
collection of experiencein Jesuit higher
education.
Hendrickson went on to pursue an
undergraduate degree in theology and
psychology at Marquette University, a
fellow Jesuit institution in Milwaukee,
Wis. It is in those first weeks as a freshman at Marquette that Hendrickson
met someone who would later become
a great source of mentorship and friendship for the duration of his professional
life and religious vocation—University
President Rev. William P. Leahy, S.J.
When Hendrickson enrolled at Marquette in 1989, Leahy was the chaplain in
the residence hall in which Hendrickson

lived as a freshman, and also served as
a professor in the history department.
Leahy went on to become the executive
vice president of Marquette in 1991.
“Your president, Father Bill Leahy,
was a great force of friendship and mentorship to many students at Marquette
University,” Hendrickson said. “And a
great inspiration, certainly, to me.”
Hendrickson counts his time as a student at Marquette, observing the impact
that the Jesuits had on the lives of others,
as formative for his religious vocation.
He went on to enter the Society of Jesus
shortly thereafter in 1994.
Hendrickson eventually found his
way to Creighton as a young scholastic
in the Jesuit Humanities Program for the
1996-97 academic year. He returned to
Creighton during his time of regency,
joining the university faculty as an
adjunct professor in the philosophy
department from 2000-03. Hendrickson

was ordained a priest 2006 at St.

John’s

Church on Creighton’s campus.
In conjunction with his religious
formation, Hendrickson has immersed
himself in academia—earning master’s
degrees from Fordham, Santa Clara
and Columbia universities, as well as a

doctorate from Columbia.
His relationship with Creighton—as
a student, faculty member, and trustee—culminated
in his nomination to
University President, filling the role
vacated by the retirement of outgoing
President Rev. Timothy R. Lannon, S.J.,
Hendrickson left his position as associate provost of academic initiatives at
Marquette to assume the presidency
this summer.
His varied experiences as a Jesuit scholar—both
domestically and
abroad—have earned him positions on

See Hendrickson, A3
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THINGS TO DO ON
CAMPUS THIS WEEK

Students interested in careers in the environmental
sciences can attend the “What Can I Do?”
Fair, which will bring organizations to
campus that address climate change, [//msmg,
The fair, a part ofOur Common
HB
Home conference, will take place on
Thursday at noon in the Quad.

News
Briefs
Adams cleared
of all charges
Sinn Fein president Gerry
Adams was arrested last spring

in connection with a 1972 murder
that was discussed in an oral history project sponsoredby Boston
College. He will not face charges,
according to The Boston Globe.
All participants in the oral
Belfast Project —
history—The
spoke to the University under the
condition that the information
would only be released upon
their deaths. The materials were
subpoenaed, however, due to
questions about the 1972 death
of JeanMcConville.
The Public Prosecution Service
for Northern Ireland has decided
not to charge Adams, along with
seven others, in this case. The
Belfast Project was part of the
evidence used in the case.
“We have given careful consideration to the evidence currently
available in respect of each of
the three men and four women
reported and have concluded
that it is insufficient to provide a
reasonable prospect of obtaining
a conviction against any of them
for a criminal offence,” Deputy
Director of Public Prosecutions
Pamela Atchison said in a press
release.

Women in the
justice system
A recent report about juvenile females in the justice
system, “Gender Injustice,” was
written by Boston College Law
professor Francine Sherman,
BC ’BO, and Annie Balck, an
independent policy consultant,
in partnership with the National
Crittenton Foundation and National Women’s Law Center. The
report explores how girls in the
justice system have adverse experiences—including violence,
abuse, and deprivation—in many
facets of their lives. The report
concludes that the juvenile justice system should be redesigned
to help these young women.
At BC, Sherman has been
teaching Juvenile Justice and
Children’s Rights and Public
Policy for over two decades.
She also founded and directs
the Juvenile Rights Advocacy
Program, where Balck was a
student attorney.
The report describes how
girls are pushed through the
justice system, the ways systems
in place fail to help the girls, and
the need to focus on trauma and
inequality. In addition, the report emphasizes why a developmental approach to reform the
system would benefit the girls
as well as public safety.
In the report’s conclusion,
the authors write that for young
women, “gender justice” means
that girls’ needs are met in a fair
and balanced way in the juvenile reform system. Since girls’
behaviors are often the direct
result of traumatic societal actions, they write, efforts ought
to be focused on girls so that
the system can be reformed to
promote healthy relationships
and give girls agency.
“There are all of these opportunities that are not expensive,
that are really at the fingertips of
systems right now, and need to
be taken advantage of in this new
kind of era of justice reform,”
Sherman said to The Guardian.
“We have this great opportunity

right now,

as systems are scaling

up reform, to get it right.”
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On Thursday, Margaret Kelleher, professor at the
University College Dublin, will speak
at the inaugural Adele Dalsimer
Lecturer series. Her talk, “The
Execution of Myles Joyce and
Its Continuing Legacy,’’ will take
place at 6 p.m. in Devlin 101.

Join professor Julian Agyeman of Tufts University
for a keynote lecture titled “Toward
Just Sustainabilities.” Agyeman is
a professor of urban and environmental policy and planning. The
lecture will be on Thursday at
3:30 p.m. in the campus green.

OUR COMMON HOME:

A Guide to Your
Newspaper

A conversation on climate change
A push for environmental policy Turkson's take on the encyclical
By

Shannon Longworth

For The Heights
Massachusetts Senator Ed
Markey, BC ’6B, Law ’72, spoke
to an audience of about 200
people this past Monday in the
Murray Room in Yawkey Center. In his talk, he emphasized
the need for the United States
to lead the way toward global
climate change.
This was the first of a series
of talks hosted as part of Our
Common Home, a conference
addressing Pope Francis’ encyclical on climate change. The
events are meant to educate
the campus community about
the harm climate change does
to the Earth.
Part of the encyclical included a discussion on the
importance of fixing environmental decline. This week’s
events follow the Pope Francis’
visit to the U.S., during which
he spoke more about his view
on climate change.
Markey spoke about his
own experience after being
given the opportunity to listen to the pope last week. On
Friday, he was invited to the
United Nations by U.S. Ambassador Samantha Power.
“She called me and invited
me to sit next to her,” Markey
said. “Pope Francis’ encyclical
basically, in summary, reaches
five conclusions. One: the
earth is dangerously warming. Two: human activities are
largely the cause. Three: the
poorest people on the planet
are most adversely affected by
what are largely the actions
of the wealthiest planners on
Earth. Four: we have a moral
responsibility to act. And five:
individually and collectively,
we must take action to address
climate change
And do so
soon.”
Markey, a Democrat, found
the encyclical important, and
has displayed his prioritization of addressing the issue of
global warming by pushing to
pass the Energy Independence
and Security Act of 2007 and
collaborating on several bills
that will increase funding to
help the cause. He also sits
on the Senate Committee
on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, and the Committee on Environment and
Public Works. He is a member
of many other subcommittees
that are tackling different areas related to environmental
...

protection.
Throughout his talk, Markey continued to come back
to one word: leadership. He

*

has worked to fight for environmental issues in Congress for 39
years because the U.S. needs to
be a world leader in the attempt
to save the environment, he
said. He connected this mission
back to Pope Francis’ encouragement of the U.S.government
to use its power to show other
countries how they can be
more environmentally friendly,
as well.
“We can do it,” Markey said.
“We have to lead, and the rest of
the world will follow us.”
According to Markey, other
countries have already started
to follow the U.S. in preparation
for the upcoming United Nations Climate Change Conference in Paris thwis December.
Nations like China, Brazil, and
India, as well as the European
Union have already released
information about their goals to
become more efficient and take
advantage of opportunities for
renewable energy.
Markey also recognized another prominent figure in the
Catholic Church’s battle against
climate change: Cardinal Peter
Turkson of Ghana, who spoke
at the conference later in the
day.
“President [John F.] Kennedy called upon us to really
do God’s work here on Earth,”
Markey said on Monday. “Cardinal Turkson and Pope Francis
are doing it.”
Markey admitted his own
bias to the Catholic Church
and, specifically, the Jesuits, as
he revealed to the audience that
he is a graduate of both BC and
BC Law School.
“You know, sometimes, and
the Jesuits are like this Sometimes you could be right, but
[it’s] too soon,” Markey said,
referencing the political barriers between opposing parties in
Congress. “You have to wait for
people to catch up. And that’s
what this battle is all about
politically.”
After he finished answering
questions, Markey took a moment to introduce John P. Holdren, the assistant to the president for Science and Technology, who followed up with some
more scientific evidence behind
the claims of global warming.
Despite a hoarse voice, Holdren
presented the more concrete
reasoning that scientists have
for asserting that humans are
the driving force behind the increase in temperature on Earth.
Humans are changing the earth,
he said, not the sun.
“We can be, and have to be
the leader to make this change,”
Markey said. ¦
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By Becky Reilly

“He brings the basic message
one another as I

For The Heights

of

In his address to Boston
College, Peter Kodwo Appiah
Turkson, a Ghanaian cardinal
and president of the Pontifical
Council for Justice and Peace,
called for the reevaluation of behavior affecting climate change,
on both a personal and institutional level. Turkson’s talk, a part
of the University’s Our Common
Home environmental conference, comes at a time of ongoing
global dialogue on environmental issues, following the release
of Pope Francis’ encyclical on
climate change, Laudato Si.
For the University, Our Common Home evidences student
interest surrounding issues of
climate change and environmental justice. BC’s Robsham
Theater bustled with activity in
the minutes before Turkson was
scheduled to speak. Community
members searched for seats as
Rev. James Keenan, S.J., director
of the BC lesuit Institute and
Canisius professor in the theology department, ascended the

have loved you —into
the heart
of one of the world’s greatest
challenges,” Turkson said.
To illustrate his point about
sharing common resources,
Turkson used the example of
the Boston Common, which
was a grounds for families to
allow their cows to graze. Richer
families could buy more cows
and use more than their share of
the grazing room, which led to
overconsumption. The practices
threatened the ecosystem until
a shared agreement limited the
land shares equally, he said.
“The environmental degradation was not due to necessity but
to excess,” Turkson said. “Overgrazing
happened because
of materialism, and because of
greed, and because of consumerism, and perhaps also because
of vanity.”
Through the encyclical, the
Pope and he demand a shift in
this culture through the practice
of reflective, conscious, ethical
decision-making and attentiveness to the outcomes of our least

stage.

conscious actions.

Keenan began the lecture
by introducing a 10-person
musical ensemble to perform
an original piece authored by
two Campus Ministry faculty.
The lyrics to Laudato Si, Praise
Be!, written by Robert VerEecke
and composed by Paul Melley,
were inspired by the text of the
Laudato Si encyclical on climate
change.
Then David Quigley, University provost and dean of Faculties, spoke about the importance
of the Church in catalyzing political change before introducing
the Turkson, the main speaker,
to the stage.
Turkson first talked about
the process of creating the
encyclical, a project conceived
by Pope Francis in March 2014.
He clarified the Pope’s views on
climate change, specifically that
the environment and humanity,
as components of creation, are
interconnected and cannot be

Turkson hopes that the
material of the encyclical will
help future policy-making.
He especially focused on the
annual Conference of Parties
talk in Paris this December,
where around 50,000 delegates
in various official and unofficial capacities will convene to
discuss international action for
sustainability. Reflecting on previous climate change conferences, he hopes that Laudato Si can
reduce the non-agreement often
associated with the controversial
topic, and help to catalyze active
change.
He expressed the hope
that the encyclical articulated
inspiring ethics for leaders to
incorporate into their decisionmaking, and that everyone could
use to govern their daily decisions. He articulated the vision
that inspired parties, not simply
the pope, will express their own
views and contribute to the dialogue of sustainability at both a
policy-making and everyday level.
“The Earth was given to us as
a home by God, in the image of
the garden,” he read, referencing
Genesis, and asking the audience
to reflect on its duty as environmental caretaker and as a force
to uplift those most affected by
climate change.
Our actions, he said, dictate
not only the present, but also the
future.
“What kind of world do we
wish to bequeath to those who
come after us?” he said. ¦

separated.
The encyclical, by Turkson’s
interpretation, affirmed the
scientific reality of accelerating climate change but also
faith in the power of humans
to change their behavior and

care more responsibly for the

earth, which requires sustainable
development. The Pope most
significantly criticizes the current culture of consumerism and
misplaced faith in technological
development to resolve issues of
sustainability without any other
change, Turkson said.
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VOICES FROM THE DUSTBOWL
What is your favorite song to listen to when it rains?

£
“‘Have You Ever Seen the
Rain.’ It’s perfectly ironic.’’

—Jacqueline

Teraseoni,

MCAS ’l9

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/TheHeights

The Heights
Boston College - MeElroy 113
140 Commonwealth Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 02467

“I don’t listen to
music when it rains.”

Saika Suzuki,
MCAS ’l7

“‘Singing In the
Rain.’ You know
why.”
—Jerry Luk, MCAS
'IS

‘“Blue and Green’ by
Miles Davis. It’s nice.”
—Jared Amodio,
MCAS ’l9
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Caffeinated Catholicism: Juice, Cronin join Agape Latte event
By Sophie

Heights
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Staff

All 567 newly upholstered seats in
Robsham Theater are filled with students
chattering with friends and classmates.
As the lights dim down, the last students
to get a star-covered paper wristband
find their seats. The rumble of clapping
and cheering shakes the floor as Kerry
Cronin, part professor, part BC celebrity,
takes the stage.
In celebration of Espresso Your Faith
Week, the Church in the 21st Century
Center hosted an Agape Latte “Beanpot”
on Tuesday night featuring campus band
Juice and Cronin, a philosophy professor at Boston College who now travels
around the country, talking to students
about dating.
Espresso Your Faith Week is all about
sharing stories, said Karen Kiefer, the
associate director of C2l, noting how
students and faculty alike can participate
in the week. It is a week, she said, of
awakening to opportunity, to faith, and
to

spirituality.

The Espresso Your Faith Week began
in the spring of 2013. After the program’s
first year, the students decided to move the
week to the early fall so that BC students
could find out about C2l and Campus
Ministry offerings earlier.
“We are trying to convey that faith is
fun and that faith is alive,” Kiefer said.
She said the members of Agape Latte
are the ones who put the whole week
together—their ideas and creativity are
essential to the formation of Espresso
Your Faith week.
“No matter where you are in your

SAVANNAKIEFER

/

HEIGHTS EDITOR

Philosophyprofessor Kerry Cronin speaks at Agape Latte, encouraging students to seek out genuine relationshipsat school and in life.
spiritual life, Agape Latte meets you where
you’re at,” John Walsh, CSOM ’l7. “It helps
you to recognize the presence of God’s
agapic love in your own life, and inspires
you to make it a deeperreality in the lives
of others.”

At Tuesday’s event, Cronin explained
that she never tells her own stories during her talks, but rather shares what she’s
learned from conversations with students.
Cronin began her talk byjoking aboutall
the various and embarrassing promos that
the Agape Latte has had her do over the
years—everything from talking to a coffee
bean to posing with a latte mustache.
She raised some interesting questions—what if when you liked someone, they liked
you back? What if when you didn’t like that

person anymore, they also no longer liked
you? And what if there was a human catalogue that you could flip through when you
were bored to judge other people and get only
positive feedback about yourself?
Well, she said, there is such an app—Tinder. Cronin believes that people use Tinder
because they want a shortcut to the end of
a love story.
But, she said, the most beautiful stories
she has heard from students—stories
of
heartache, of love, of pain—have all been
long.
Of those students at BC with love stories, she said, they are often not novels, but
more like novellas or poems or haikus.
She also shared that the students often
have many different ways of approaching

their stories—some students come in and
tell their entire life story and then slip in the
real story in the last two minutes of their
time, while others talk about problems that
friends or family members face to avoid
talking about their own problems.
Cronin discussed her datingassignment
and how students are always surprised by
the outcome —some realize that their crush
is not as great as he or she thought, while
others wonder if they will go on a second
date. She said that no matter the story,
Cronin hopes that we can all make sense
of our own love stories.
She told a story about her grandmother’s
immigration to the United States from
Ireland with only a small suitcase of her
belongings. Cronin said that on the eve of

her departure, her grandmother wondered
if she had all that she would need in her
suitcase. Although she did not know it then,
Cronin said, her grandmother had all that
she needed because it was inside her.
Cronin said that we, too, have all that
we need within ourselves to date—we do
not need an sheet for guidelines on how
to date.
She offered some advice when it comes
to dating—be courageous, do some internal
reflection, and never give up. Most college
kids, she believes, are afraid to reach the
end of a love story.
“Seek more than what the app can give
you,” she said.
Cronin explained that having strong
and deep relationships is what God calls
us to do.
“That is what it means to be made in
the image and likeness of God—to be in
relationship where thelove and the beloved
are loving each other in a way in which the
love is just pouring out,” she said.
Cronin aims to include multiple pieces
in her talks so that every student can take
away something. She wanted to illuminate
the importance and power of stories of love
and heartache. But, she said, she is never
quite sure what students will get out of her

speeches.

She also strives to include humor into
her talks because humor, she believes,
breaks down walls, which then allows her
to go delve into deeper ideas.
Cronin said she enjoys being part of
Espresso Your Faith week because she
has the opportunity to be connected to
students and their creativity.
“Students know what students want to
talk about,” she said. ¦

From BC to Creighton
Hendrickson, from A1
the boards of many Jesuit institutions of
higher learning, including BC, Creighton,
Marquette, Fordham, and Xavier University.

For the Nebraska native, his return
home will include anew set of challenges
and responsibilities different from any other
administrative position he has previously
held. Hendrickson noted that a focus on
Jesuit, Catholic mission and identity—at the
core ofboth Creighton and BC—is of utmost
importance for his presidency.
“I think a leader brings, essentially, a vision
for how we can be Catholic and how we can be
Jesuit,” Hendrickson said. “Creighton is a very
special place with nine different colleges, it’s a

complex, comprehensive institution —in
ways, unlike any other
United States.”

some

Jesuit institution in the

Hendrickson counts his role as president
as a two-fold endeavor: to foster the university’s

vision—upholding

JOSH MENTZER
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Speakers at the most recent Ignites event discussed their personal experienceswith alcohol both on and off-campus at BC.

Students convene on BC drinking culture
By

Josh Mentzer

For The Heights
Three upperclassmen discussed
their experiences with the University
drinking culture, with speeches ranging from the effects of drinking on a
family to the societal pressures around
alcohol. As the sun set Monday night,
a small group gathered in O’Neill Plaza
for the first BC Ignites event of the year.
A group of about 30 students grabbed
cookies and hot chocolate, and spread
out on the lawn to listen to other students discuss their experiences with the
Boston College drinking culture.
BC Ignites is a continuing student
speaker series, put on by the Undergraduate Government of Boston College, that attempts to spur dialogue
about issues regarding student life at the
University. In the past, BC Ignites topics have included race, socioeconomic
status, and mental health.
The talk began with a short speech
by Robyn Priest, the associate director
of the Alcohol and Drug Education
Program in the Office of Health Promotion. She began by acknowledging
that BC does have a culture of drinking, but questioned whether that was
a good thing. She noted that drinking
on college campuses is a big problem
throughout the nation, and that as a
Division-I residential school in the

Northeast, BC is at particularly high risk
of having significant student drinking
on campus.
She conceded that drinking does
have certain upsides, including increased social interaction and stress
relief, but warned against over-drinking.
She addressed the pop culture saying
used by BC students, “work hard, play
hard,” but advised students to consider
“playing smarter” when it came to alcohol consumption.
Three student speakers shared their
own experiences with alcohol. The first
speaker discussed the difficulty in growing up with a father that suffered from
alcoholism. She mentioned how her dad
had missed a father-daughter dance her
senior year of high school because he
had been drinking.
“I never hated my father,” she said.
“Only the disease that kept him from
me.”
Guy Guenthner, MCAS ’l7, discussed coming into college having
tried alcohol in high school, with plans
to continue. Asa pre-med student, he
found that going out several nights a
week was not realistic. He instead had
to find a balance between finishing
school work and having a social life on
the weekends. Guenthner’s ultimate
point was about the stigma surrounding
college students that drink, reiterating
that it is possible for students to work

hard academically, get involved around
school, and still go out and drink with
friends on the weekends.
Alex La Torre, LSOE ’l7, grew up
in a family that was comfortable with
alcohol. She drank casually and carefully, encouraged by a mother that
wanted to safely expose her children
to drinking. Upon entering college, La
Torre was taken aback by the drinking
culture surrounding her, with so many
of her peers frequently binge drinking.
She emphasized that drinking doesn’t
have to be about getting drunk, but can
instead be a nice social activity when
done in moderation. On some nights,
she said she doesn’t drink at all and still
has plenty of fun with her friends.
After the student speakers finished,
attendees broke off into small groups,
each facilitated by a health coach. Group
members shared their own experiences
with alcohol at BC, with topics ranging
from how the culture changes each
year to why students drink the types of
alcohol they do.
“The event aims to spark dialogue,
and I truly emphasize spark, because
we don’t want the conversations of BC
Ignites to end with the event but merely
provide the initial outlet for students to
express their thoughts,” said Theresa
Rager, the director of student dialogue
for UGBC, one of the organizers for BC
Ignites, and MCAS ’l7. ¦

and bringing forward the

mission and identity of the institution—and to
maintain relationships with students, faculty,
staff, alumni, and the greater community.
“It’s actually a privilege to be able to
do that—to be the source of conversation
about the university, about what we dream
about, and about what we’re currently doing
well,” he said.
Hendrickson noted thathis experience
as a trustee at BC will inform his new post at
Creighton, citing the governance by both the
BC administration and the Board of Trustees
as a model of university leadership.
“Boston College has been highly instructive as a prestigious institution of
Jesuit higher learning about the senses of
mission and identity, good, solid academic
programs, and a very strong, engaged, and
generous board of trustees,” Hendrickson
said. “For one—that’s inspiring, but it’s also
a model and example of a good institution.
I take that good mentoring, that instruction,
and that modeling with me here to Creighton
University.” ¦

BC to strengthen security
Campus Safety, from A1

fewer students would be adversely affected if

commonplace throughout the country,
Dunn said. In regard to problems students
and faculty have reported with the new
‘“eduroam" network, Dunn feels confident
that any issues will be resolved over the
next three years.
King said the Wi-Fi card readers will have
a memory system in place to recall the cards
thatmatch it, rather than simply pulling from
the Wi-Fi all the time. Thus, even fluxes in
eduroam would theoretically not affect students’ ability to get into the buildings. The
new card readers will eventually be installed
in the exterior doors of buildings, as well as
in individual dorm rooms. Individual rooms
will receive a four-digit PIN code reader as
a secondary security feature. The original
magnetic stripe capability will be retained in
the cards for summer programs that will not
need to be smarter cards, King said.
“What we’ve done is really look at the
security systems that the University had in
place and our approaches are really to make
enhancements or improvements in systems
that might be in some buildings but not in
others,” he said. “With theconstruction of two
brand new residential halls we asked ourselves,
‘What do we want movingforward?’... Once
we made the decision to put them in those two
facilities, it only makes sense to put it in the
rest of them as well.”
A trial of the new security system will begin
in Cheverus Hall on upper campus. New card
readers will be installed there during Winter
Break, and students in that residence hall will
be issued new cards. Cheverus Hall was picked
for the pilot program for several reasons, including the fact thatit is a smaller building, so

there was a negative issue, Arey said.
The new cards will work without physical
contact, so a student approaching a building
could have the card in a pocket or backpack
and be able to access the building without
pulling out the card, King said.
“You might have to get a little close,”
he said. “These readers can read a few feet
away.”
In addition to the new card reading technologies, security cameras and delayed egress
devices—a door closing mechanism that
discourages door-propping—will be installed
in residence halls. Currently, Walsh Hall on
lower campus is the only residence hall with
security cameras installed. The cameras, King
noted, would not have a control center where
someone would watch activity at all times.
Rather, they would be used, for example, if
there were a break-in and the criminal could
be identified from the tape.
The blue light phone systems, King said,
are more an element of comfort and security
for parents and students rather than an oftenused system. The devices were more useful before cellphoneswere so prevalent, but they are
still useful to keep the population comfortable,
he said. Major changes to residence halls will
not be made during the school year so that the
student population is not disrupted. Instead,
they will be made over the next few summers.
Changing the card readers, however, can be
done at any time because it will only involve
adding the readers to the exterior doors.
“We want to make sure our students our
safe, we want to make sure our community is
safe,” King said. “It’s important for us to partner
with our entire community to help keep BC
the safe community thatit is.” ¦
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Beers and bacon jam: a visit to Newton’s only commercial brewery
By Maggie

Powers

left us with a laminated cookbook of sorts

Managing Editor

to choose what kind of beer our group of

Something caught my eye outside the
passenger’s seat window. It was a little jarring to see something so lit up and full of
energy between the residential streets of
Newton and the exit to the Pike.
“What do you think that place is?” a
friend asked from somewhere in the back
of the car. “Some kind of bar?”
A big, minimalist logo hung outside.
We could see the warm wood, large communal tables, and exposed-bulb BREW
sign from the car. It was full of people. It
would make a great Instagram.
“It looks cool.”
“Do you think we’re cool enough to go
there?” someone else asked. “It seems like
a hipster beer place.”
“Probably not.”
A few weeks later, I was thumbing
through filters on my phone, deciding if I
was a huge poser Instagramming a brewery when my followers know verywell I’m
much more of a wine girl. I was still a little
apprehensive ofbrewing my own beer, but
it seemed like the perfect adventure for 11
college seniors who were relishing the last
few days of summer with few responsibilities and no work to do.
Hopsters is a so-called “community
brewery,” a licensed brew pub in Newton,
Mass, where visitors can have the handson experience of crafting their own beer,
learn about craft brewing, and enjoy some
local brews. Owner Lee Cooper says the
goal is “to create an increased awareness
about craft beer.”
“And have fun,” he added, as an afterthought.
It was fun. Don’t think you’re cool
enough for it? Wrong, you definitely are.
We were greeted by a generic hostess
in black who explained the process and

halfcases. We were thenhanded off to our

11 liked enough to take home two and a

PHOTO COURTESY OF HOPSTERS

Visitors have a hands-on experience at Hopsters, where they can craft their own beer.

sweet brewer who was the furthest thing

from intimidating. He is obviously a craft
beer enthusiast who seemed to get even
more excited when we said that none of us
were home-brewers, as if he was privileged
to be the one who peeled back the veil on

the world of beer for us.
Under his guidance, we measured, we
smelled, we weighed, we actually learned
what a hop is, we tasted, we boiled, we
stirred, we laughed at the silly pictures of
us over the kettle. Our hands were held
throughout the entire process, but it was
sneakily educational. Not in an annoying field-trip way either, but more in the
way that when someone is really excited
about something; you get excited, too.
Our brewer answered all of our annoying
questions and, despite my doubts in our
brewing skills, was enthusiastic about
our opinions on the recipe. At Hopsters,
the beer you make is really your own. My
group chose not only the type of beer we
wanted, but smelled and picked the hops
and a few other ingredients.
A quilt-like display hung next two us,
boasting some of the best customer-designed labels (things like “Spank: Pale Ass
Ale” or inside jokes celebrating bachelor
parties and retirement). We took dorky
Snapchats and debated what our label
would look like. Our brewer made sure
he went slow enough so that we could get
good pictures.
Hopsters has this rhythm to it that
seems so obvious, I asked Cooper if anyone
else was doing it. Not only does it capitalize on popular trends like personalization,
farm-to-table sourcing, and Pinterestworthy aesthetics, but after you do all the
mixing and measuring, each group’s kettle

needs about 45 minutes to boil. In the
downtime, groups can try the local beers
on tap and eat.
The food is good beer food: Hot, soft
pretzels with beer mustard and bacon
jam. Flatbreads.Buffalo chicken dip. Huge
boards of local handmade charcuterie
from Moody’s in Waltham, Mass. The
large tables encourage family-style eating.

My friends and I partook in family-style
drinking, passing around each of our different beers to be sampled.
Something about all of this felt predictable. Not bad predictable, just a nagging
sense along the lines of, “Of course this is
a thing. Why hasn’t this happened before.”
The place feltfamiliar and welcoming. The
concept seemed bulletproof, an outing
that had a built-in activity involving beer
and built-in time for talking and eating.
The interior is small, all the groups are
very aware of one another as the brewers
run between the various groups in the
various stages of production. The rowdiness of the groups in various states ofbuzz
feed one another. Cheesy toasts to brewing or good friends are heard every few
minutes. Every person in there seemed
dorkily enthusiastic or at least veryhappy
to be there. I had caught the wave as it
was cresting, a success story unfolding as
I participated in it.
Something about all of this felt predictable. Not bad predictable, just a nagging
sense along the lines of, “Of course this is
a thing. Why hasn’t this happened before?”
The place feltfamiliar and welcoming. The
concept seemed bulletproof, playing into
so many trends at once—an
outing that
had a built in activity involving beer and
built in time for customizing, learning,
talking and, eating. It was obvious, simple,
and just really cool in that magical way
that things that are often perfectly simple
are really fun. ¦

After decades of resistance, Harvard final club will admit women
By

Joanna Yuelys

Heights

Staff

For the first time in the school’s
history, a Harvard University final club
has invited women to participate in its
recruitment process. This is the first of
the school’s eight all-male clubs to offer
co-ed admission.
Since their inception, the undergraduate social clubs have been gender
specific. Undergraduates have recently
begun receiving “punches,” or invitations to join a given club. This year, one
of the prominent male final clubs—the
Spee —has begun including females in
the punching process.
The 163-year-old organization is
known for being relatively progressive,
especially compared to its seven counterparts. The Spee admitted Catholics
at the turn of the 20th century, Jews

in the 19305, and blacks in the 19605,

according to The New York Times. The
Spee’s decision to invite women to
participate this year will change the
dynamic of the traditional punching
process.
Harvard final clubs are known for
their exclusivity and prestige, as well
as their extensive networking opportunities. The clubs host several events
in the fall before cutting down a pool
of some-200 prospective members and
ultimately extending membership offers to a couple dozen.
While the clubs operate independently of the Harvard administration,
final clubs have been constantly under
scrutiny by the University. In 1984,
Harvard demanded that the all-male
clubs start admitting women, but the
clubs decided to sever all ties with the
University and move off-campus.

“The administration has been buckling down on [the final clubs],” said
Annie Schugart, a member of Harvard’s
class of 2018.
Some speculate that the Spee has
decided to begin including women in
order to modernize and reshape the
identity of the final clubs. In doing so,
the clubs are taking steps to improve
their historically tumultuous relationship with the administration. Other
male clubs have discussed admitting
women in the past, but alumni have
historically resisted the change.
“There is a strong sense that it’s an
idea whose time has come, given the
role of women in the classroom and
the world of work after Harvard,” John
Hanson, the vice president of the Spee’s
graduate board said in an interview
with The New York Times.
The Spee has been relatively quiet

about these changes. According to
an article by The Harvard Crimson,
potential members would face automatic disqualification if they spoke to
the press about the current punching
process.
Harvard banned fraternities in
the 19th century, and with this policy
change, final clubs gained prominence.
Without the charter of a fraternity, the
final clubs could function in a similar
way and maintain brotherhood without
the title.
Currently, the final clubs arereferred
to as unrecognized student groups, yet
their alumni networks and general
amenities make them some of the most
sought-out organizations for Harvard
students. Students do not approach
the clubs—the
clubs seek out their
potential members. The clubs are exclusively for members and preapproved

guests and offer professionally cooked

meals, ornate study spaces, and other
amenities. Often, these clubs will throw
socials that are open to the general
student body, though they frequently
have an invitation-only policy.
“Final clubs are still a prominent
part of social life for people who
aren’t in them,” Schugart said. “Even
if you’re not in a final club, you can go
to events.”
Spee Club alumni include former
United States presidents, Theodore
Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy, as well
as the Winklevoss twins, who sued
Mark Zuckerburg over the founding
of Facebook.
Women at Fiarvard have the option
of choosing from five all-female social
clubs, but until now have only been
able to enter the male equivalents as
guests. ¦

Big Air event should stay far away from Fenway Park this winter
public, but rather will be classified as

create.

an official sanctioned United States

Second, it seems like Fenway
is attempting to compete with the
likes of its brother-ballparks:newly
renovated stadiums like Citi Field or
Yankee Stadium. If there was any talk
of building anew baseball stadium in
Boston, the idea would be shut down
faster than Will Hunting could solve
a math problem. Maybe Fenway is
compensating for its lack of the new
and the flashy. But is this the answer?
I understand why Fenway feels the
need to revitalize its venue, especially
after this past season. But why not
substitute this free space with more
traditional events? In past years,
officials have utilized the field with
the likes of Zac Brown, Billy Joel, and
Jimmy Buffett—some
epitomes of
timeless classics. It brings people together with the simplicity of sharing
in the musical talents of a commonlyloved band.
“Big Air” will probably be a
hit—there’s
no denying that seeing
a ski jump in the middle of Fenway
Park is cool and different, and people
will want to see it. But that doesn’t
mean that Fenway should abandon its
true purpose and ignore its inherent
tradition.
Change is inevitable, and in a
generation fueled by the latest and
greatest technologies, it can be hard
to make the case that something like
this is bad or unnecessary, because
for skiers and snowboarders that

Grand Prix event by the International
Ski Federation.

Kayla

Famolare

If anyone read my column from
last spring you’d know that there are
two things I love most in this world:
the Boston Red Sox and traditions.
So, when browsing through
Bostlnno a few nights ago, I naturally gravitated toward this story:
“Fenway’s ‘Big Air’ Will Tower Over
the Historic Ballpark: everyone is
predictably stoked.” Are Boston
traditionalists really excited about a
second monstrosity—this
one a little
less green —entering America’s most
beloved ballpark?
A 140-foot tall ski and snowboard
jump will tower over even the highest of the iconic ballpark lights in the
park, with a 38-degree downward
angle toward the field. According to
diagrams, the slope will extend from
home plate, cutting across the diagonal of the field, ending at the right
field bullpen. The slope is so high,
an elevator is being installed to take
jumpers up to the top. Even from the
diagram, the thing looks enormous,
so I can only imagine what it will
actually be like when the slope takes
the field in mid-February.
The jump is not open to the

What I’m not stoked about is this
seemingly innovative marketing tool
that the officials at Fenway are trying
to implement to utilize the space during the off-season.
It just seems like a huge contradiction: one of the most character-rich,
historical buildings in one of the oldest cities in the U.S. is hosting a topof-the-line, mechanically driven and
formulated “mountain.” It seems that
the natural has been exchanged for
the exciting, the fantastical, change
of big-air sports.
Even more, it seems that Fenway is
trying to reconcile the boring season
it just experienced in 2015. In what is
notoriously a slow sport, officials at
Fenway seem to be trying to revive its
lackluster efforts in being a ballpark
for something more exciting.
I’m against this event for two
reasons: First, it taints the old-school
fashion and heritage that is Fenway
Park. The bleacher seats that are so
close together, the all-green panels
that line the ceiling, the red-brick
details on the walls—it
all contributes and remains the original from
Fenway’s construction in 1912. It is
hard to put into words the charm that
exuberates from Fenway Park making
you feel at home and like you’re apart
of a tradition that took decades to

will participate, it’s needed. There
is, however, a time and a place for
innovation. And sometimes, nothing
beats a classic—listening to Frank
Sinatra on a record player, or even
picking up a paper to read the news
(Heights plug!) Why not move Big
Air to Citi Field, someplace more
equipped with the technology and
modern-feel that this kind of event
will foster?
Maybe, before Fenway invests its
money on an event like this, it should
focus on its real purpose: being a
ballpark, and a beloved one at that.
Maybe a better alternative would be

to build a dome over the park so that
players can practice year-round, and
goodness knows the Red Sox could
use it. And maybe then, they would
revitalize the once-fantastic team
that wouldn’t need to supplement
its dwindling game attendance and
sales with big-time, modern sports.
Sometimes, a classic needs to focus
on being just that—a
classic.

Kayla Famolare is an editorfor The
Heights. She can be reached at
metro@bcheights.com.
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Come February, the Green Monster will be eclipsed by a 140-foot tall snow jump.
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Free People opens boutique in Chestnut Hill Square New lookfor
city skyscraper

By

Laura Galligan

For The Heights

Nestled among Chestnut Hill’s most
trendy retailers and restaurants, anew set
of glass doors are finally open. Lace and
fabric stream from the ceilings, bringing
anew, almost mystical feel to the oncehumble facade.
Nearly two miles away from Boston
College’s Main Campus, Free People recently opened a “large-format” boutique
in Chestnut Hill Sq., complete with the
company’s only shoe store in the Northeast.

Free People is a store that targets
fashion-forward women in their late-20s
who are active, fun, creative, interested
in music, and “excited about life,” said
Nicole Fletcher, the store’s manager. The
Bohemian fashion retailer opened its doors
on Sept. 25.
“We’re really excited about the customers out here [in Chestnut Hill],” she
said. “We feel like this isn’t a market we’ve
penetrated too much.”
With the store’s opening, Free People
has joined the Chestnut Hill Square community, which includes a group of stores
that attract a similar group of high-scale
buyers, including Athleta, Anthropologie,
Drybar, and Francesca’s. The Free People
store maintains an expansive 5,090 squarefoot floor, and entices customers with its
vast windows, vibrant displays, and large
selection of on-trend merchandise.
Katelyn Chandler, a customer at Free
People, was walking past the new store and
stopped in because she was drawn to the
decor. “I was attracted by the displays in the
store, and Ilike the design of the clothing,”
she said. Chandler thought she would like
the clothes because she knew that it was a
sister brand to Anthropologie, located just
a few doors down,where she has previously

purchased apparel.
According to the company’s press
release, the new Free People store was

designed to resemble the Free People girl’s
workshop, combining the natural details
that shoppers are already noticing with
rugged feminine elements. As customers
enter, they see a steel storefront with double
doors designed specifically for this location. They are enveloped by a feel unique to
the brand, characterized by varied ceiling
heights, glittered plaster, white beadboard
columns, reclaimed plank wood floors, and
music playing softly from the speakers.
lessica Abdi of Framingham, Mass,

Bennet Johnson

noted a similar attention toward the store’s
facade. “I love the decor,” she said. “It’s
beautiful. I even love the little flowered
hangers. They’re very into detail, it’s beautifully set up and decorated.”
Abdi hadbeen meandering through the
shopping center’s other boutiques when
she encountered its newest addition. “I
love the Free People label and I just noticed
that they openeda store here, and was very
excited,” she said. Though she had only
intended on browsing through the detailed
hangers, much of the apparel later caught
her eye. “But of course I’m going to buy
something,” she said.
Many customers are excited that there
is an entire store dedicated to the Free
People brand, as opposed to most local
retailers only shelving a few Free People

products.
“I’ve actually never really been in the
store,” Abdi said. “The Free People that I’ve
seen before has mostly been in like Macy’s
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The bohemian clothing retailer recently joined the Chestnut Hill Square community.

or Marshalls.”

Customers agreed that the store, which
features the “FP Collection” shoe and “Inti-

mately Free People” undergarment apparel
lines, will encourage more residents of
the surrounding area to buy and wear the
clothes. Nina Hader of Brookline, Mass,
said 80 percent of her clothes come from
the brand and is excited that she now has
access to a more convenient location.
“Those of us who love Free People go
into the city, where you have to pay to park,
go out to Dedham, or go online,” Hader

said, noting that this is the largest Free
People store she has ever seen. “This is very
close, it’s easy to pop in and out, and you
have free parking.”
Hader, who came to the store to return
a pair of shoes she had bought online that
didn’t fit, said the clothing matches her
style and is “comfortable, pretty, hip, and
Bohemian.” Fletcher similarly believes that
there are women in the Chestnut Hill area
whofit this description, and will be excited
to frequent the new storefront.

Abdi agrees that she is more likely to
shop at Free People given that they have
an independentspace. “It’s just that they’re
kind of expensive,” she said. “It’s kind of out
of my personal price range, so basically if
I just find something really unique, that’s
what I’ll spend my money on.”
Despite the cost of the merchandise,
with products upward of $3OO, many customers believe that this store is a good fit
for the area. “This is a good demographic
for a store like this,” Chandler said. ¦

Colonial printing press brings history alive in North End
By

Rebecca Moretti
Heights Staff

The first

thing Gregory had

to do

was find a press, or else he had to build
one. He looked to professors at a uni-

Upon entering the Clough House,
visitors say they feel as though they
have stepped into the past-back to an
era where America was just beginning
to take birth. Along the Freedom Trail,
tucked away in a little room just around
the corner from the Old North Church,
is The Printing Office of Edes and Gill,
a recreation of the historic colonial
print shop that produced infamous
documents such as the Declaration of

Independence.
As visitors step inside, they are
greeted at the door by a man dressed in
colonial attire —complete with cravat,
Monmouth cap, and stockings—whose
appearance calls to mind images of
America’s founding fathers. This patriot is historian and master printer Gary
Gregory, whose passion for American
revolutionary history and printing led
him to open the colonial printing office
in the North End.
The shop, an educational enterprise
meant to recreate and demonstrate the
workings of colonial-era printing, was
Gregory’s brainchild. Before deciding
to open the shop, Gregory worked in
sales management for Emerson, a $25
billion dollar corporation.
It started when Gregory became
interested in the Boston Gazette, a
weekly newspaper printed by Edes and
Gill in Boston between 1755 and 1775
that was instrumental in egging on the
Revolution.
“I started reading the political
essays in the Boston Gazette, and
was captivated by how powerful and
moving they are," Gregory said of the
essays written under pseudonyms by
revolutionary figures such as Samuel
Adams. “Then I wondered, ‘Who are
these printers, Edes and Gill?”’ Spurred
by this curiosity, Gregory developed his
passion for printing.
In 2003, Gregory founded a nonprofit organization called Lessons on
Liberty, which offers Freedom Trail
tours that Gregory has been leading
for eight years. The print shop, which
opened in 2010, is a collaboration between Lessons on Liberty and the Old
North Foundation, which owns the
space and manages the retail aspect.
It took Gregory five years of preparation to buy all the equipment and
learn how to use it properly. He considered six locations to open his shop,
but the empty room at the Old North
Church was his favorite by far.

versity in Tennessee who were building
one, and they referred him to a man in
Williamsburg who, fortuitously, had a
spare printing press.
Gregory began using this 1949
reproduction of an English common
press for his demonstrations, particularly to print the Declaration of Independence, which he sells at the shop.
The shop prints about 30 declarations
a day, although the original Edes and
Gill only ever printed about 200 copies
total, Gregory said.
Though Gregory strictly prints the
Boston version of the Declaration,
he explained that the document was
printed in different formats by 14fourteen colonial cities, with Philadelphia’s
being the first version printed and Baltimore’s the last. Notably, Gregory said,
the Baltimore Declaration was printed

by

a

woman—Mary

Goddard—who

owned her own press.
“The Declaration came up the coast
by horseback from Philadelphia to all
the colonies,” Gregory said.
Since no local government would
have paid to print it for all the colonies, and as there was no federal
government, each colony had to print
its own Declaration. Boston received
the Philadelphia-printed Declaration
as an official document to format its
own version, which was then printed
by Edes and Gilles—a document that
Gregory has accurately recreated at
his shop.
In order to create such documents,
Gregory had to learn how to set type,
composing the documents letter by
letter. He has memorized the location
of each metal letter in the case, since
the letters are too small to look at
individually each time. Every piece of
type has a nick on it, which Gregory
feels for when he puts his hand in the
box so that he can orient it the proper
way, placing it upside down and backwards on the plate to form the printing

of digital printing.”

At the shop, Gregory now has three
presses, but actively prints only from
one. One of these presses is an original
1740 copper plate rolling press from
Paris, one of four in the world, which
Gregory bought from a printmaking
museum that had gone out of business
He got a grant from the Society of Cincinnati to create a replica of that press,
the only replica in the country, which
is the third press Gregory keeps in the
store. Paul Revere used a similar machine to make his prints, which would
later be painted by watercolor artists.
Due to the complicated process, only
about three prints could be produced
per hour.
Besides the declaration, Gregory
said that his shop prints all types of
documents, all originally produced
in Boston during the revolutionary

period.
“I’m getting ready to do the 1787
Constitution,” Gregory said. “It’s a
two page document, and it’s pretty
awesome.”
Colonial American printing, especially at its beginnings, was extremely
limited and elementary compared to
the printing industry in England. Despite this fact, said Gregory, the implications of printing and the importance
the printed word played in these times
was exceptional.

“It’s amazing to think that these
printing presses allowed the revolution
to spread in the colonies,” Gregory said.
“Printing is what made the revolution
possible.”
Just across the hall is the conjoined
chocolate shop, where interpreters in
colonial dress—some
of whom also

work in the printing shop—demonstrate the way 18th century Americans
prepared and consumed chocolate.
After the demonstration, observers
are offered a free sample of the rich
chocolate drink enjoyed by Boston’s

Revolutionary-erapatriots.
The shop is the only one of its
kind in New England, and revisits the
history of chocolate in the context of
colonial Boston. Named after Captain
Newark Jackson, a colonial chocolatemaker and member of the Old North
Church, the shop offers daily demonstrations of the colonial chocolatemaking process.
First, cocoa seeds are grounded
into a powder, which is then placed on
a slab of hot stone and rolled, melting
into a rich, buttery texture. Since the
cocoa seeds were bitter and sugar was
expensive, spices like cinnamon, chili
pepper, and cardamom are added to
the chocolate. The melted chocolate
is then placed in a container and left
to

harden. The solidified “cake”

of

chocolate is then wrapped in paper and
sold. Colonial households who could
afford to grind these cakes up and mix
the chocolate powder with hot water,
producing a delicious beverage.
At that time, chocolate was rather
expensive and was usually consumed
by upper-class households. Sugar,
too, was very expensive, so it was not
included in the chocolate but rather
added later at the consumer’s discretion. For this reason, the chocolate
drink is rather bitter.
By displaying two sides of the
nation’s rich cultural history, Edes and
Gill hopes to highlight its unique and
eccentric niche in the North End. ¦

public art scene.
“There is a great resurgence now in the

city around public art, whether it is temporary or permanent,” said Lynne Kortenhaus, a
veteran publicist who sits on the Boston Art
Commission.

Kortenhaus explained that Boston is a
prime target for artists to showcase their work
in public. She said the city is dynamic in terms

of its developmentand massive amounts of
public green space and building construction
around the city.

JR’s exhibit on the former John Hancock
tower is the final piece in a series oftempo-

rary public art installations at the building,
but a number of other areas havepartaken in
the growing trend of temporary public art in

Boston.

The various murals in Dewey Square
downtown, Janet Echelman’s aerial sculpture
suspended over the Rose Kennedy Greenway that was created this summer, and the
Illuminus installations looking to light up
Lansdowne St. next month are all examples
ofBoston artists looking to get a little more
creative in finding platforms to showcase
their work.
Kortenhaus believes that the rise ofpublic
art in the city is tied with Boston’s reputation as an innovative tech community. She
pointed to the integration of art, science,
and technology as fuel for transforming the
historic city into a well-rounded urban center.
With big players like Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, the Museum ofFine Arts, the
Institute of Contemporary Art, and now real
estate companies like Boston Properties getting more involved, it’s clear that Boston has
artistic potential.
“The fact that the Hancock mural was
commissioned is anotherbrilliant example
of creating artwork in places that sometimes
in unexpected, but is also highly visible for all
people to experience,” Kortenhaus said.
JR’s mural on the tallest building in the
city is a bold statement that public art is here
to stay. The image works as the perfect way
to reel in the imaginations ofthousands of
people—and that’s exactly the kind ofbroad
reach that artists like JR are looking for.
“This is really about creating a dialogue
with the viewer,” Kortenhaus said. “The best
compliment an artist can receive is a variety
ofreactions about how you experience the art
when you see it.”
The mural allows us to take a step away
from our daily routines and look up at the
naked man—or man in a bathing suit—and

template.
“It’s hard for people from the digital
age to wrap their heads around it, but
printing was a totally manual process,”

Gregory said. “In 1900 in this country,
employed in the
print industry than any other industry, newspapers are everywhere, and
people are running these machines and
setting type. It’s just this phenomenally
big industry that virtually disappears
overnight in the 1970s with the dawn

A strange image of a man with his hands
in his pockets appeared on the shiny glass
windows of the former John Hancock Building in the Back Bay last week—sparking the
interest ofBostonians below.
You can see the mural from the streets of
Boston. You can see it from officebuildings
across the city. Or you can even make out the
white figure on from the fifth floor ofO’Neill
Library.
What does it mean? Well, nobody knows.
I’ve heard guesses that the black-andwhite pasting is a depiction of a naked man,
a man in a bathing suit, or even the recently
deceased, Hall ofFame baseball player, Yogi
Berra.
I’m as confused as anyone, but Idoubt
that a New York Yankee would be plastered
onto the western facade of the Boston’s tallest
building.
The mural was installed between the 44th
and 50th floors of the gleaming tower—recently renamed 200 Clarendon—and is 150
feet wide and 86 feet tall, according to The
Boston Globe.
We still haven’t confirmed much about
the mysterious figure, but we do know the
man who created the man. A representative ofBoston Properties, which owns 200
Clarendon, announced last week that the
image is a work by a French artist known as
JR. The street artist is known for installing
massive murals on walls all over the world. JR
keeps his real identity hidden, but has given
TED Talks about using art to “turn the world
inside out.”
JR’s latest work is perhaps the most notable example ofBostons emergence into the

contemplate its meaning.
We may never know for sure what the
black-and-white image on the shiny windows
of the former Hancock Tower actually
means—and that’s just fine.
Let the debate continue.

more people were

REBECCA MORETTI

/
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Gary Gregory educates visitors about American colonial tradition alongthe Freedom Trail.

Bennet Johnson is the Metro Editor
The Heights. He can be reached

for

at metro@bcheights.com.
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Eulogy for a deceased relationship
committed to the objective of
sustaining it. But I don’t reject its importance. Love is crucial, flawed though it
may be. I believe that every day we break
our own hearts. And we mend them. And
in this way, we grow stronger. We allow
ourselves to be so engaged with the world
that our hearts become calloused bones,
strengthened by their continual breaking
and healing. This constant state of fluctuation is how we know that we’re not only
alive but also flourishing. We contrast the
heartbreak with the heartache, the flutter
with the rush of exhilaration that flushes
our cheeks, and we appreciate all of them
the better for this process.
In some instances, however, we have
to remove ourselves from relationships
that threaten this cycle of growth. When
parties

MG Wilson

A simple
website that lines up old pictures
on the present day locations where
they were originally shot. The Twin
Towers especially produce some
emotional stirs, but it’s also the
simple ones—the ones ofkids, now
adults, looking back at childhood
photos, people you’ll never meet,
pictures overlapped on childhood
homes and streets—that can give
you chills.
DEARPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

-

THE REVENANT Leonardo DiCaprio's
next movie sees him team up with
the director of Birdman, and it
looks like the long takes (shots with
no cuts or transitions) that made
the latter film so heavily-lauded
are here to stay in this one. The
Revenant's cinematography looks
absolutely dope (pause the trailer
at any moment, and it looks as if
the thing could be a painting in
the Museum of Fine Arts), and
the DiCaprio/Tom Hardy conflict
promises a sweet pay-off. Too bad
the Oscar will probably go to that
bear that attacks DiCaprio.
-

INTERSTELLAR REVELATIONS

-

News

There’s a terrific fear that acts as the
eulogy to a deceased relationship. It’s the
only emotion that exists when I look upon
a face printed with tear tracks, a body
shaking with anxiety, and realize that I
care for this person as much as I would
a passerby. I feel discomfort, and I desire
his immediate departure. In fact, I have
less sympathy for this individual’s pain
than for a passerby —the former has been
explored and found wanting, whereas
the latter harbors potential. The mirror
in which I saw a better version of myself
now contains an unfamiliar figure. At
some point, one or both of us changed,
and our relationship couldn’t keep pace.
This is when I wonder if love exists as the
fixed absolute that we perceive.
Many people will liken or even equate
love with the concept of God, both
viewed as absolutes that are essential to
our existence. In terms of understanding
love, I prefer to employ Voltaire’s reasoning: “If God didn’t exist, it would be necessary to invent him.” Love is a beautiful
concept but an inconsistent practice. Its
greatest value is observed in the weight
that we grant it. There is a human need
not only to feel close to one another but
also to feel that there is something sacred
in this attachment. We hope to overcome
the bounds of our mortality by discovering connections that extend past all
trials, even that of the grave. In fact, our
encounters with grief are predominantly
attempts to reconcile our worldviews with
the reality of loss—as we lose someone to
the next world, we struggle not to lose our
love for them as well, for to do so would
mean that we have lost our anchor.
I’ve seen too much of love distorted to
believe it incorruptible, even when both

are

In some instances,
however, we have to
remove ourselvesfrom
relationships that
threaten this cycle of
growth.
a relationship has grown vicious and
base, with one or both parties seeking to
harm the other in their interactions, the
assault against the heart is too frequent
and forceful to allow the bone time to
heal. The successive breaks prove more
harmful than helpful, and some distance
from the assailant is necessary. In this way
there remains the potential for growth
within the relationship, given some time
and distance.
I’m tempted to claim that it is an act
of mercy to allow the death of a detached
relationship. Though occasional neutrality
within a relationship can heighten experiences of feeling, a truly detached relationship endangers the heart: the structure
grows hollow and unsteady from want of
attention. And by fixating upon a relationship destined to fail, we can only remind
ourselves of the inconsistency of love—a

theory that may frighten us away from
future relationships.
Yet, I can’t encourage the severance
of such a relationship. If there is courage
within that action, then I am a coward.
I look at my significant other who has
become simply an “other,” and despite
the disharmony that his presence creates,
I cannot cut myself from the decaying
relationship. I cannot break the mirror,
however distorted the reflection it casts.
Is this contradictory state the result of my
desire to create an absolute for myself,
however fragile? Perhaps the ideal of love,
this castle in the air, is a more substantial
structure than the resignation of oneself
to reality, our earthly home: the former’s
ethereal substance can’t be destroyed
without the assent of the dreamer, while
the latter’s concrete destruction is as
inevitable as its construction. I lecture
against maintaining absolutes, yet I
appear to contradict my statements in
grasping firmly to a relationship that
bears false witness to love.
Still, I answer that love isn’t an absolute. Simply to dismiss love for its status
as a flawed concept, however, is to create
an opposing, equally flawed absolute of
self-preservation.
Love is a crucial stage within a cycle
of contradictory concepts—including but
not limited to detachment, self-discovery,
and confusion —that is necessary for our
existence. We set standards that undergo
constant changes to most accurately
reflect our environments. Today I act in
self-preservation, while tomorrow I will
roll up my sleeves and commit myself to
the labor of love. In both instances, I am
not acting in accordance with a compelling concept that orders but does not
define my life. To treat either love or the
rejection of it as an absolute wouldbe an
oversimplification that precludes us from
appreciating life in all of its nuances.

Wilson is an op-ed columnistfor The
Heights. She can be reached at opinions @
MG

bcheights.com.

Being bound to the same struggle bus

was transmitted back to NASA

from Mars, and yes, there are signs
of flowing water. Yes, that means

there is the possibility of life on
the planet. No, this will not affect
your classes, personal relationships,
or number of beers consumed this
weekend. At most right now it’s a
cool tidbit—a start to something
good—but it’s not actually anything
good. Stop talking about that and
the super blood moon and all the
other things that you think make
you look all smart and scientific and
get back to work on what’s really
important.
THANK YOU FOR NOT RECYCLING

Whether a fault in engineering
or just a bad batch, the lids of the
recycling cans around campus
need some fixing. Plenty of people
drink ice coffees, mocha lattes,
Americanos, (insert other caffeinated product here), and plenty of
people are looking to recycle the
container once said liquid has been
consumed. By making the small
circular openings to the trash bins
too small to fit the cups, people
are just going to get p—ed
off and
throw the thing in the main garbage
can, which doesn’t help anyone, including the planet. Let’s get bigger
openings, yeah? A small change can
go a long way.
-

NO MORE NEW ENGLAND CLASSIC We
-

haven’t seen you in Eagles for weeks
now, dear old friend. Are you ever

going to come back? Are you gone
forever? Don’t forsake us so. We
know we got that Tuscan Chicken
once, but that was a one time thing.
A fling. We can’t even really call it a
fling. It was an accident. We’re more
sure of ourselves now. Come back.
Let us love you again.

Francesca Williams
Squeezing in a quick trip to CVS,
you casually walk to the Robsham bus
stop after a delicious meal at Corcoran
Commons. And then you see it: the
enormous, bulky, maroon-and-white
bus slowly turning offof Commonwealth
Ave. Your stomach lurches as you realize
you either catch this bus or you wait for
20 minutes for the next one. It’s now or
never. You break into a run, fully aware
of the gawking people around you. You
don’t care. They’ve been in your position
before. They understand.
Out of breath, you see the magnificent bus doors open, ready for your
arrival. You clamber up and find the seat
with the least amount of crumbs. As the
bus pulls away, you sigh in relief: you
made it.
The bus chugs along all the way to
Conte, where at least 15 people are
anxiously waiting. As it comes to a slow
stop, the driver unbuckles.
“No,” you think. “This can’t be.”
He dismounts the bus and walks
down the sidewalk, turning the corner
and disappearing for 15 minutes for his
break.
A grueling 30 minutes later, you
stumble out of the bus at the Reservoir
stop.
The Commonwealth Ave. bus is a
great invention in theory. Otherwise,

there would be no other way to get to es-

sential locations like CVS or luxuries like
Starbucks without a one- or two-mile
walk. Granted, this doesn’t seem too
painful, but in the New England winter,
it’s a death sentence. After waiting for
half an hour in the harsh chill, there is a
certain comfort to clambering onto the
warm bus.
If you’re lucky, the bus isn’t too
crowded. Seats are easy to come by and
everyone gives each other space.
But if it’s a popular bussing time,
that’s when things go terribly wrong.
The bus is so packed that in order to
survive you must become the smallest
person you can possibly be. You must
suck in, elbows tucked, and clutch onto
the nearest metal pole for dear life. No
matter how hard you avoid it, you will
be jostled. A personal favorite of mine is
the hairy armpit in my face—direct line
of vision, direct line of smell. Or that one
person who decides the bus ride is an
ideal time to eat very pungent foods.
Even though the distance to Cleveland Circle from campus poses a definite
inconvenience in day-to-day life, there’s
something special about taking the bus
when you have all the time in the world.
For example, when there are about 50
people packed into the bus on a Saturday night and that one drunk guy starts
belting out “Proud To Be an American.”
Despite several eye rolls, everyone starts
singing along. As silly as it may seem,
there’s something really remarkable
about this sense of brief unity between
strangers.

cursions. Staring at the Transloc app

on

shoulder.
phone,
“Hi, sorry, when does the bus come?”
a quiet voice said. “My phone died.”
After a brief conversation primarily
composed of complaining about the way
Transloc drains our phone batteries, and
always incorrectly reads “Out of Service”
for the Commonwealth Ave. bus, the bus
itself pulled up. We ended up sitting next
to each other to continue our conversation, and today she’s one of my roommates and dearest friends.
By meeting strangers and cutting
down travel time by more than half, the
bus is an excellent innovation. It serves
as a time you can simply sit and collect
your thoughts. There’s no running to the
next class or paying attention to a professor. Bus rides can ground us by forcing
us to simply sit and rest.
So as inconvenient as having to take
the Commonwealth Ave bus can be, it
serves as an opportunity. You and a certain amount of strangers are all headed
off campus, and you’re all in the same
boat (or bus, rather).
Public transportation will always be
a pain. It’s just one of those things that
we have to grit our teeth over and push
onward. Ultimately, at the end of the
day, you’ll have your Chipotle or your
Starbucks or your shampoo from CVS.
And while on the bus, we should take a
minute or two to look around and smile
at a stranger. After all, you’re all bound
by the same struggle.
my

I felt a tap on my

In fact, I owe the Commonwealth Ave.

bus one of the best friendships I’ve made
at college. Freshman year I was nervously
waiting at the Reservoir bus stop after

Francesca Williams is an op-ed columnist

for The Heights. She can be reached
opinions@bcheights.com.
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On BC's deaf
administration
Sean Sudol
In my last Political Leadership class, my
professor gave us all a moment to be proud,
expressing how you should look to heads
of student organizations if you want to find
leadership on a college campus. In a senior
seminar on political leadership, we thought
that was surely true, as we discussed our
experiences with managing bureaucratic
rules, mobilizing students on campus, and
addressing issues that are important to the
Boston College community. I felt a brief moment ofpride for the accomplishments that
I have brought to our campus in my three
years here, and excitement for what BC
students working together could accomplish.
The very next day, it was with distress that
I read an official quote in The Heights from
director of the Office ofStudent Involvement Gustavo Burkett. On the registered
status of Climate Justice at BC, he stated,
“We don’t have student organizations that
tell the University what to do.” Now, I do
not mean to attribute this position to Mr.
Burkett. He spoke about the general policies
of the University, as decided by administrators much more powerful than he.
Here, we see the paradox that develops
for our faculty, who work directly and daily
with students and truly appreciate their
potential. They also work alongside our administration, which is so far removed from
students that it becomes impossible to voice
one’s opinionto the top, when administrators don’t want to listen to students anyway.
Now, of course, Mr. Burkett did not say
that it was the policy of the administration
not to listen to students. He suggested that
there be institutional channels for students
to be heard. It needs to be pointed out that
there is a difference between hearing and
listening. Even through these institutional
channels (which, by the way, do not exist
at the top of the administration where
institutional power is concentrated), Mr.
Burkett stated that it is not the policy of the
administration to take student directives.
Listening to students, however, involves taking student directives when the time is right
and the student voice is strong.
Now, the debate over the positions of
CJBC and the support it has garnered notwithstanding, Mr. Burkett communicated
the general University governance structure,
which removes student input from its policy
coordination. No matter the position or the
strength of the student support, there are
no effective means for students to make the
changes that they desire. This is exactly what
the administration intends.
Many times, the reason given for this
divide between administration and students
is the fact that student turnover is quick.
In just four, short years, there is a complete
turnover of undergraduates. With students
and their positions changing so quickly,
one could argue the policies at the University would always be in flux. This point is
challenged, however, by the difficulties that
our professors have faced in establishing a
faculty senate to represent their interests, as
well as those of their students.
What is a faculty senate? Itis a shared
governance body at a college or university
made up of student and faculty representatives that is dedicated to protecting academic freedom on campus and addressing
the issues offaculty and students alike. The
BC Chapter of the American Association
of University Professors, committed to
strengthening faculty governance, believes in
the value of a faculty senate at BC for its ability to represent both faculty and students,
as well as provide a space to effectively voice
their interests.
If administration isn’t taking initiatives
from students, it would seem that faculty
could serve as an ideal partner in leadership structures, as they provide institutional
memory and experience, ideal qualities for
the long-term, and functioning means of
governing the University while also being
representative of the classroom experience, without which the University would
not serve its function. Many people on
campus share in the belief that faculty and
student input, as part of a system of shared
governance, has value for the University. Yet,
BC remains a rare exception with respect
to faculty governance, even among fellow
Research I institutions, by holding onto a
system of committees that are purely advisory, while resisting initiatives to implement
a functioning system of shared governance.
From these statements and actions,
the administration has made its stance blunt.
It does not listen to students, and it is clear
that they do not want to listen to faculty
either. So whom are the administrators
listening to?

Sean Sudol is a guest columnist for The
Heights. He can be reached at opinions@
bcheights.com.
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SockCess is starting
from the bottom
Mo Abdo and his partners are out to change
habits, inject personality into socks with
startup subscription service
By

Julie Orenstein

A1 Editor

When

the man wearing tall
socks with Drake’s face
on them walked into Starbucks, I knew he was the
guy I was waiting for.
Mo Abdo believes in the power of eccentric
socks to boost confidence and share personality through appearance, just as people do
with other clothing items. As the co-founder,
co-CEO, and chief marketing officer of SockCess —a Boston-based startup subscription
service for monthly socks—Abdo
aims to
allow that personality to come through for
his customers.
“I have always felt that socks can make
or break an outfit,” Abdo said. “People are
making bold choices in basically every other
apparel item they’re wearing—shirts,
pants,
everything else—and I think we’re at a point
where you can’t overlook your socks.”
SockCess launched in early summer of
2015 with a model inspired by other subscrip-

tion services such as Dollar Shave Club and
Birchbox. Subscribers pay a monthly fee of
either
$9.99 to have anew pair of socks—with
a business design or a casual design—delivered
to their door. Stripes, dots, and bold colors
mark the patterns that SockCess provides.
A 2013 graduate of Trinity College with
an international studies degree, Abdo, who
moved to Massachusetts in 1994 after his family escaped war-torn Somalia, has no formal
business education.
Yet he found himself constantly reading
books and following blogs about business
and startup culture, and through a friend at
Trinity, Abdo met Tali Oppenheimer, now a
co-founder, co-CEO, and lead developer for
SockCess.
The two began considering a potential
venture into a subscription-based product,
specifically with unique socks, in May 2014.
They were bored with the bland sock options
on the market, equally tired of going to stores
to buy them, and recognized that they had a
valid market in front of them, with few other
companies boasting socks as their primary

DREW HOO / HEIGHTS EDITOR
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Subscribers to SockCess can choose anew style per month from one business and one casual option.
product and using a subscription model.
By the end of the year, Abdo and Oppenheimer started planning SockCess’s future in
earnest, though Abdo knew the risk involved
not only with a startup, but also with shifting
the way consumers think about acquiring an
everyday commodity.
“There was a lot of uncertainty from my
end on the basis of changing a habit,” Abdo
said. “We’re changing the way people go out
and have naturally been doing things for a
to stores, buying socks. Any
while—going
time you try to change the habit that potential
customers or clients are used to, it’s going to
be an uphill battle. My big thing was how open
people will be to receiving socks in the mail.”
Since its launch, SockCess has remained
self-funded, using the founders’ initial investments and revenue to continue producing
socks in relatively small quantities through
manufacturers in China. Though the company
is not yet at a stage where it is ready to seek
investors, Abdo said he hopes it will be part
of the company’s strategic growth over the
next year or so.
“I hope we have the opportunity to get to
the point where we’re going to need investors to scale,” he said. “I want to make sure
we have a good grasp on our company image, our brand, and how we want to continue
portraying ourselves to the rest of the world.
I want to make sure that’s sound in all aspects
before we go out and raise money and go
through that.”
Part of the company’s growth will also
involve designing its own patterns for socks,
which are currently designed by the manufacturers. Designs are, for the most part, exclusive for SockCess, but Abdo said SockCess’s
third partner and creative director, Donal
O’Sullivan, will soon try his hand at designing. The founders will also crowdsource and

let customers submit ideas, as well as seek
submissions from local college students in art
and design programs.
With socks trending among young professionals as a way of injecting style and playfulness into an otherwise-traditional business
outfit—without
alarming their employers
too much—SockCess
has seen its subscriber
base span primarily that demographic. Abdo
describes the typical “buyer persona” as a
young professional male between the ages of
19 and 35, though he said the company does
have some female subscribers as well (the
socks are unisex).
Working out of the library and cafes in
Central Square in Cambridge, Abdo enjoys
building his company in a vibrant tech scene,
alongside fellow startup employees and other
creative people to whom he can market his
product informally and directly. It is helpful to
get feedback quickly, he said, as opposed to sitting in an office trying to work out answers.
Among the answers SockCess is working
out include continuing to understand its customers’ buying habits, maintaining that key
injection of personality into its product, and
exploring different purchasing options and
subscription schedules, he said. Developing
the company through these testing and learning phases will help solidify its grasp on the
subscription product market.
Abdo is used to being bold, through his
position as a startup CEO in his early 20s
and also through fashion. (He chose to pair
his unique socks with a floral-print collared
shirt in retro, muted tones when we met.)
That boldness and risk is the bottom line for
SockCess.
“Those who make bold choices are perceived to be more bold and more confident,”
he said. “Don’t be afraid to wear socks with
Drake.” ¦

Ride-sharing drivers, taxis take competition to State House
Taxi, from A1

seen a mass exodus of their drivers

and other ride-sharing companies. Out of Boston’s 6,400
licensed cab drivers, more than one-fifth
have signed up to drive with Über, the
company said.
Several medallion owners have
also transferred over to ride-sharing
companies. Medallion owners would
be the ones least likely to leave the taxi
industry because a medallion is a trans-

flocking to
transportation industry in Massachusetts,” she said in an interview with
ABC. “To all the drivers out there who
have been told we are taking away your
livelihood, that we want to destroy you
and transportation network companies,
it is not true.”
Taxi companies—especially those in
the greater Boston area—have recently

Über

ferable permit that confers the right to
drive a cab, Sullivan said. The prestige
of owning a medallion, however, has
faded away since Über
introduced.

and Lyft were

“When Über was first launched, medallion prices were around $750,000
—

now, they have dropped to below
$300,000,” Sullivan said. “The taxi industry isn’t looking for special treatment
we just want Über to be regulated the
—

same way as us.”

and Lyft have stated in the past
that they adhere to a market that taxi
companies cannot, because they provide reasonably priced rides to people
in outlying areas of Boston. Über has
more than 10,000 drivers in the Boston
area, and has said its drivers give more
than 1 million rides every month across
the state.
State Representative Aaron MichleÜber

witz, the co-chair of the finance committee, said there was no timeline for the
legislation. Currently, the committee has
not made a decision on any of the bills,
but the hearing could ultimately result
in legislation governing the popular but
controversial ride-hailing apps.
“If such a proposal were to become
law, it would effectively ban ridesharing
services from Massachusetts,” Joyce
said. ¦

A late encounter with the harbor: appreciating a walk by the sea

Archer Parquette
This past weekend I marched from
the Mod parking lot to Gasson and back
carrying a large cardboard sign that read,
“THE DOOM INCARNATE HAS ARRIVED. YE, THE FEAR WILL SOON BE
UPON YOU.” As I walked many of my
admirers stopped and said hello, smiling
at me congenially.
“You fools,” I yelled in return. “Can’t
you smell the bacon?”
“I don’t get it,” they whispered concernedly to each other. “Is he trying to be
funny?”
After my 3576th march back to Gasson, sign hoisted against my shoulder, I
was stopped by my favorite professor, and

personal mentor, Winston Vatraizmet

Hufflepants.
“Archer, dear God! What’s gotten into
you?” he asked.
“The wheelchair assassins are coming
me,”
for
I said. “Outsized mutant infants
and feral hamsters!”
“All right, little buddy,” Professor Hufflepants said. “You’ve been reading a little
bit too much. Let’s go get you some coffee
and see if maybe we can find your mind
somewhere.”
So, an hour later, I sat with Professor
Hufflepants in The Chocolate Bar sipping
a Chai Mochachino Double Whip Fire
Fart Latteissimo.
“I’ve been a bit overwhelmed by life,”
I said. “My every day, and extraordinarily
relatable, college student struggles are
really getting to me. Let me tell you right
now, there is nothing, absolutely nothing, harder than being a college student.
My problems are gigantic, absurd, and
unconquerable. Not a single other human
being on this big, green earth has it as
hard as I do, and, by relation, as hard as
other college students who can com-

pletely, 100 percent relate to this column.
I mean conversation.”
Professor Hufflepants sighed.
“Your problems are infinitesimal and
your self-pity is vomit-inducing,” Professor Hufflepants said. “Go do something
enjoyable and stop being a useless child.”
“I was thinking of buying a couple of
peacocks, moving to a farm in Georgia,
and living out the rest of my life writing
fantastic short stories,” I said. “What do
you think of that?”
“Oh my God,” Professor Hufflepants
said. “Insufferable, you’re absolutely
insufferable.”
“Thanks for the help Big P Huffy
Huffmeister,” I said. “I think I’ll go do
something fantastically worthwhile right
now.”
“Never call me that again.”
And so I found myself only two hours
later sitting on a slow-moving B line train
into the city. It was time to attempt a
city appreciation experiment known as
“Simple Pleasures.” Although, of course, I
know every single nuance of Boston and

have a nearlyencyclopedic knowledge of
the various attractions, I decided to forget
that and just appreciate one great part of
the city: the harbor.
One of the key points of Boston’s
existence is the fact that it is on an ocean.
Believe it or not, the majority of the
country is nowhere near an ocean. So,
while you’re here, it is imperative that you
appreciate the water.
From Revere Beach down to Boston,
there is plenty of shoreline to explore.
Personally, I enjoy walking from Faneuil
Hall down to the Long Wharf while
listening to Vie Departed soundtrack
(Howard Shore) and pretending I’m doing
something interesting with my life.
As it gets colder you might say, “Hey
Archer, I don’t want to go to the ocean
because it’s freezing outside and my teeny
little toes will get cold.”
To that I say, “Shut up.”
Cold weather makes the ocean even
cooler. You can stand on the beach,
boardwalk, or wharf while wearing a
black jacket bundled up around your

neck and grimacing at the water. Isn’t
that all anyone could ever want? All you
kids these days with your uptempo music
and your internets no longer appreciate
staring at the water and grimacing. Listen
to a little Bobby Darin and appreciate
the lapping waves, you poor excuse for a
scumbag.
If you’re looking for a nice, solitary
way to wind-downfrom a hard week of
living, go check out a gigantic pit of salt
water. It’s dramatic, it’s cinematic, and it’s
Archermatic. That’s all I have to say.
That’s not really all I have to say. I’m
obliged to warn you that if you don’t take
my advice and head on down to the long
wharf/ocean area you will almost assuredly end up walking up and down campus
carrying an insane-message-emblazoned
sign, so what I’m telling you is in your
best interest. Keep that in mind as you
learn to appreciate the simple things.

Archer Parquette is an editor for The
Heights. He can be reached at metro@
bcheights.com.
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Falling in love
at the library
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COAST set to remake BC (then the world) in a cooler image

Dowd

Ryan

I love libraries.
I have six items checked out right now.
I’ve got Finnegan’s Wake, which I really

have no intention of reading. I’ve picked
up My Antonia by Willa Cather, which I
have

an

earnest and hopeful intention of

reading. For a film paper due today at 3
p.m., (and 1 should really, really get going
on that) I’m the proud temporary owner

of Romantic Comedy in Hollywood from
Lubitsch to Sturges, Intrepid Laughter:

DANIELLA FASCIANO / HEIGHTSEDITOR

Preston Sturges and the Movies, and The

Lady Eve (1941)—you

guessed it, a Preston

"A big part of rebranding is taking a company’s original
message and incorporating that into anew design."

Sturges romantic comedy. I’m also the
semi-permanent

owner of Marvel Comics:

The Untold Story. I’ve had it since midJuly. If you want it, I’m willing to lend it
out to you for

a

couple days.

Why the long, peak into the life of
Ryan intro? Are you that dry on column
ideas? C’mon, just bust out something

on the Fetty Wap motorcycle accident or

how Garth Brooks lost six months worth
of new material because his “phone fried.”

We’ve worked with less.
So I was strolling through the seedy
shelves of O’Neill’s Banned Book Week on
Tuesday. There was Tolkien’s Lord of the
Rings stamped “Satanic." It was joined by a
host of other literary classics—

Huck Finn,

to Arms, basically any book you

A Farewell
read or pretended to read in high school,
and basically 66 percent (get it?) of the
English Lit canon. And so 1 was working

my way around the shelves, and a couple
chuckles escaped, and I got some weird
looks. People looked up from their laptops
and desktops they were printing thenreadings and study guides off. “Chill,”

they

seemed
I know how to chill. I have lots of chill.
to say. “This is

the library.”

In high school 1 used to take Highway 141
to Big Bend on Friday afternoons to Grand
Glaize, my local library. Blockbuster had

effectively closed. So I'd request any

mov-

ies 1 wanted to watch, and the St. Louis
County Library would deliver. Always.
And O’Neill has delivered for

me

By

Hannah McLaughlin

Heights

Staff

Any CSOM guy will tell you —with a
quick tousle ofhis coiffed haircut and a flash
of that car-salesman smile—that when it
comes to business, first impressions are ev-

erything. Careerfairs scheduled sporadically
throughout each semester offerarguably the
greatest opportunity to see this principle in
practice, as girls don their highest heels and
hordes ofguys in ties try their hand at sweettalking GoldmanSachs reps.
But what about the businesses themselves? How can companies dress their best
to attract clients and incite interest? Few
seem to know the answer to these burning branding questions better than Brielle
Mariucci, Breck Wills, and Ali Rae Hunt, all
MCAS ’l7—three
Boston College juniors
who share an astute eye for design. (Note
Wills is graphics editor for The Heights.)
Having just opened shop for the newest
business on the BC block, the founders of
COAST Branding & Design offer professional-level logo and website reconstruction, in addition to social media strategies
for organizations seeking to sharpen their
marlceting skills.
As members of the Morrissey College of

Arts and Sciences, they’ve combined their art
expertise with computer science sawiness to
provide clients with a personalizedrebranding plan tailored to their individual needs.
Having already rebranded for several BC
clubs and organizations, COAST has jumped
headfirst into the Boston start-up scene and
is officially accepting business.
Keeping the “appearance is of the utmost
importance” mantra in mind, these girls
know that marketing a company with Comic
Sans MS blazoned across a businesscard in a
jarringpuke-green hue is the closest branding equivalent to proudly sporting socks and
sandals at a job interview. Conceived from a
group text expressing a mutual frustration
over poor font choices and ugly insignias
spotted on city sidewalks, the business was
launched in the summer of 2015.
Boasting extensive backgrounds and experience in marketing, the founders assume
individual roles in the company and utilize
their various skills to keep things behind the
scenes running smoothly. Wills is an economics and computer science double major
with a minor in studio art, and is especially
adept with the computer. Marucci is pursuing a degree in studio art, which gives her
an edge when design is concerned, whereas

Hunt’s communication classes make her the
perfect project manager and media strategist.
Summer internships for tech companies and
marketing firms have also given Marucci,
Wills, and Hunt the technical business
know how.
This trifecta of talent has so far worked
with the likes of the Fashion Club of BC, the
Art Club, and the Madrigal Singers, among
several others. Looking to expand its company by bursting the BC bubble, COAST
has broken out of Boston to rebrand for
the Surf Club at Florida State University
and Joe Jo’Van, a hairstylist based in North
Carolina.
As with any new business venture, one of
the most difficult parts about getting started
has been spreading the word thattheir company —well, exists.
“We’re still in the process ofreaching out
to clients,” Mariucci said. “We want to help
BC clubs, and our current offer to rebrand
them for free is something that we hope will
catch their attention.” Mariucci said.
“A lot of groups think we’re trying to
change their entire look, but that’s not the
case,” Hunt said. “A big part of rebranding
is taking a company’s original message and
incorporating that into anew design. For a

lot of clubs, that can sound scary.”
With important roles in other campus
clubs—Wills
on The Heights, Hunt as a
Her Campus BC Editor, and Mariucci as a
research fellow for ceramics professor Mark
Cooper—the juniors are juggling a lot of
other obligations. They prioritize by putting
COAST first, however, as the excitement of
getting anew assignment is all-consuming
for the three creatives.
Despite Mariucci and Hunt’s imminent
spring departure to study abroad, COAST
shows no signs of slowing down. With plans
to temporarily take over the company while
her co-founders are away, Wills is ready
to remain in Boston and shoulder much
of the season’s workload. When the trio is
reunited again after spring semester, the
girls of COAST hope to have expanded to
servicing non-profit organizations in the
Boston area.
Until then, COAST will continue to
market their unique re-branding services
on campus. After only a few short months
of being in business, COAST is gaining
momentum each day as new clients contact
the team to ask for their expertise. With its
clean-cut logo and professional flair, this
small start-up is dressed to impress. ¦

in dif-

screwball comedies
have appeared, the comic book section is a

ferent ways—obscure

dear friend, and JSTOR is one of the most
consistent things in my life. O’Neill may
not fit into the cool, hip, gothic aesthetic
we’ve gone for as a school, but it’s big

where it counts —on the inside.
It may not be as visceral, but I’d bet all
the money in my pocket that more money

from your tuition goes to maintaining
our libraries than it does our wonderful,
perfect grass. And it’s the libraries that do

the real work of our University—housing,
cataloging, engaging knowledge. There’re
more

books

than

anyone

on

the fourth floor of O’Neill

could hope to read in five lifetimes. I know I’m getting excited. “Chill,”
you’re probably thinking.
But 1 won’t, not this time. We take our

libraries for granted. Yes, O’Neill is a place
to print stuff and one of the few places on
campus where people are socially forced to
chill. But it’s also a place with really clever
exhibits, any book (or movie) you’ll ever
need or even want to read, and people who
want to help you get there. If you want to
watch 22 lump Street, you

can find

DANIELLA FASCIANO / HEIGHTS EDITOR

Brielle Mariucci, Ali Rae Hunt, and Breck Wills, all MCASI7, have done design and branding work for campus clubs like the Fashion Club of Boston College, the Madrial Singers, and the Art Club.

THIS WEEKEND in arts

it in the

library. If you really want to read every-

thing ever written about Shakespeare, you
can find

it in the library.

You should

go to
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now, because one day soon we’ll be sending our kids up to a Martian colony, and

THE MARTIAN’

we’ll be watching movies in tiny cubicles
with the action projected straight to our

BECKY G
(SUNDAY,7P.M.)

orbital

Latin Pop Singer Becky G and Colombian reggaeton
singer J. Balvin will be performing at The Boston House

sensors. Soon,

all the books in

the world will reside in the laptop/Ipad/
Kindle/whatever Amazon makes next, and
you won’t be able to walk through a maze

(OPENS FRIDAY)

of Blues this weekend. Tickets can be purchased

houseofblues.com/boston leading up to

Mark Watney (Matt Damon), an astronaut, is
stranded on Mars and presumed dead after his team
evacuates its facility. Now Watney must try to survive
on the uninhabitable planet and contact NASA to
find a way to get him home.

at

the show.

of corridors full of pages upon pages of

all the written knowledge we’ve amassed
in 4,000-odd years as a species up to this

CRISTINA PATO
(SATURDAY, 8 P.M.)

point.

Come out to Fenway Park to see Bagpiper, pianist,
and composer Cristina Pato perform with the Silk
Road Ensemble this Saturday evening. Tickets can
be purchased at christinapato.com/eventsleading
up to the program.

That’s all a long way away, hopefully.
a year from now, in all likelihood,
when 1 graduate, 1 won’t have the BC
library for all my epistemological needs. I

But in

won’t have the

Oxford English

Dictionary
to look up what epistemological means. I’ll

(OPENS FRIDAY)

cool, but it’s not awesome.

Following her diagnosis with terminal lung cancer
in 2005, New Jersey police officer Laurel Hester
(Julianne Moore) goes to great lengths in U.S. courts
to attempt to ensure her pension benefits will go to
her partner, Stacie Andree (Ellen Page).

S3 Review Editor
The
He
can
be reached at
Heights.
for
arts@bcheights.com.

IMPROV ASYLUM
(FRIDAY, 7 P.M.)
Hosted by Boston College’s Campus Activities Board,
Bostons Improv Asylum will be performing this Friday
in Robsham Theater. Tickets are free and can be picked
up before the show at the Robsham Box Office.

OUTASIGHT
(FRIDAY, 2 P.M.)
Rapper and singer-songwriter Outasight will be performing at the Know Tomorrow Fest at the Boston
Common Bandstand this Friday afternoon. The Know
Tomorrow Fest is a music fest in the Commons trying
to raise awareness of environmental protection.

FREEHELD’

be back to the local library, which is still

Ryan Dowd is the Arts

SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENT

JOYCE EXHIBIT
(ONGOING)

(OPENS FRIDAY)

THE WALK’

Come by the John J. Burns in Bapst and check out the
‘Unhemmed As It Is Uneven: Joyces Odyssey in Print’
exhibit. The exhibit focuses on the struggled publication
of James Joyce’s Ulysses, Dubliners, Finnegans Wake.

Robert Zemeckis, director of Forrest Gump and the
Back To The Future trilogy, teams up with Joseph Gordon-Levitt to tell the true story ofPhilippe Petit’s highwire walk across the top of the World Trade Center.
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Sister Act

“We love dad-music—its

what we were built on.”

The evolution
of the Muppets

Chris Fuller
Growing up, there were six tapes on
my shelf that meant the world to me.
Three of them were, of course, my Star
Wars videotapes, but the other three

weren’t mega-successful blockbusters

DREW HOO

Christopher Fuller Assoc. Arts

The

two sisters sit across from one another.

One has her guitar with her, the other just
finished an intramural field hockey game,
one of several sports both play throughout
the year. Their eyes dart from side to side as if reading
a list in the air. “Dad, always loved to blare Billy Joel
throughout the house,” the older of two says. “He was
always great to listen to.”
“Don’t forget Clapton—Clapton was big for us,”
the younger reminds her sister. “Of course! I forgot.
Dad loves Clapton.”
Talking with the Kelleher sisters is like looking at
two sides of the same coin. They look different and
say different things, but there’s also a natural, intrinsic
element they share. Answering questions, each builds
off the other’s previous statement, offering different
perspectives back and forth that ultimately build into
a complex and interesting outlook on their experiences growing up together and performing together.
They often look to one another while trying to tackle
a question, not because they’re uncomfortable with
the atmosphere or what’s asked of them, but just because they seem to see a glimpse in each other’s eyes
of what they’re trying to say. It’s a fascinating process
to watch unfold.

&

/
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Review Editor

what we were built on.”
Their parents pushed them to trypiano and guitar
lessons, which are now the two instruments that con-

Meghan this year as far as writing goes, being a senior at BC.

“People are all going in different ways when this
ends, and that’s a strange realization once it really sets
in,” she said. “I’m much more conscious of who I want
to spend time with. Even though, throughout school,
you’ve always known it was going to be this way, it’s a
bit nerve-racking once you get here.”
While Meghan and Katie enjoy writing their own
music, most of the songs they perform are covers. They
enjoy the process ofreconstructing songs in different
fashions. Both make the point that they love making
emotional connections with their audiences through
the songs that they cover, but the best part about
performing covers is seeing how they connect with
the songs that they recreate and discovering why they
changed the songs in the way they did. They’re much
more concerned and appreciative of the music-making

not.

Personally, I’ve loved the first couple
episodes. Sure, it’s got a bit more of
an edgy and lewd humor than I would
have expected, but it’s great to see the
Muppets back in anew format. The
celebrity guests have been entertaining,
though they appear on the program
less for their talent and more for their

stitute a Kelleher Sisters performance.

Meghan Kelleher, LSOE ’l6, and Katie Kelleher,
CSOM ’lB, have been playing and actively listening to
music practically all of their lives. Their father would
ask them, starting at a very young age, to analyze the
music that he and his wife would often play throughout
the day on the stereo system in their home.
What did the lyrics mean? How’d they make the
two sisters feel? What did the actual music make
them feel?
“Now we approach music like that out of habit,”
Meghan said. “Having such a wide range of music from
him and him having us question these things was really
helpful in our musical development.”
Katie giggled and added, “We love dad-music—it’s

that I would watch with my friends on
the weekends. They were hour-long
compilations of The Muppet Show. I
wasn’t embarrassed to put them in plain
view of other kids. I’d just watch them
with my older sister and I never really
saw a reason to watch them with anyone
else. I only had about three hours of
tapes and I would watch them enough
with Justine. We’d watch the same three
hours over and over again, and never get
bored of it.
I still pull up one of my favorite skits
from the compilations when I feel like
I’m having a bad day. Rowlf the dog is
sitting behind his piano playing a small
number when Fozzie Bear stumbles up
to him. Fozzie starts playing the same
tune a pitch lower, to which Rowlf comments, “Hey, I didn’t know you could
play the piana.” Fozzie replies, “I didn’t
know it either.” They go back and forth
from there, playing a beautiful duet. In
the middle of it, Fozzie’s hat falls off
onto the keys and Rowlf throws it off to
the side, shouting, “Can you play hatless?” Fozzie shouts back, “I don’t know,
who wrote it?” Is it a comical masterpiece? No, but it’s heartwarming and it
still gets a couple chuckles out of me.
When I was about 12 or 13, Disney
put out DVDs of the original Muppet
Show seasons. Knowing how much I
loved the show as a kid, my sister got
me a couple seasons for my birthday. I
fell in love all over again, but this time
it was a bit different. I started to notice
the guests they had on the show and
the music that these guests would play,
as well as other shows that they came
from. These DVDs presented me with a
culture that is intrinsic to me, even now.
I was introduced to the likes of Pearl
Bailey, Liberace, Madeline Kahn, and a
bunch of other celebrities from the late
’7os that I still see as my inspirations. It
wasn’t a crude show. There was a lot of
slapstick and very literal, dry gimmicks,
but those were really fun even for a 13year-old.
Flash forward seven or eight years to
last week, when ABC premiered the first
episode of The Muppets, a mockumentary that follows the Muppets, who now
run Ms. Piggy’s late night talk show.
Critics from Variety, the Los Angeles
Times, and IGN lambasted the program
for taking the Muppets out of their
wholesome element, placing them in a
crass and unsuitable environment, and
making them something that they’re

Meghan and Katie aren’t the only musically-inclined members of their family either. They often
mention their uncle—a
high school principal in their
hometown, Canton, Mass.—who loves to perform in
bar bands just for the thrill of it. On weekends, they’d
often go to see him, and sometimes their aunt, perform
at local bars. Every once in awhile he’d call them up
on stage to sing with him.
The sisters’ younger siblings are, in their opinion,
fantastic on the piano. When asked whether The
Kelleher Sisters would ever evolve into The Kellehers
(one of the younger siblings is a boy, named Timmy),
Katie said, “We would love for them to! But they’re
much younger, one’s in middle school and the other’s
a sophomore in high school, but they’ve got kind of
a stigma about it. They’re at a stage where they don’t
really want to perform, but we think they’re extremely
talented.”
Their creative process mirrors the way they conduct a conversation. Either Katie or Meghan will present the other with notes, lyrics, or a tune or riff that
they made, and from there they usually collectively
develop their starting point into something entirely
different.
Being back at Boston College this year has made
this process much easier for Meghan and Katie. “It’s
simpler to write here than at home,” Meghan said.
“We’ll have chunks in the day where we can come
together and actually work. We practically live in
those soundproofrooms on the fourth floor of Lyons.
Home’s great, but it’s much busier. We’d work 40-hour
weeks each over the summer and there wasn’t much
time to get anything done.”
There’s especially been a lot of inspiration for

process rather than the exact final product. Of course
they want their work to sound great, but for them it’s
more about how they get there.
Do the Kelleher sisters want their careers to evolve
into superstardom? No, they enjoy playing their music
in intimate and qualitatively, not quantitatively,robust
settings. They’re far more inclined to follow in the
footsteps of their uncle.
“I think our main goal is to be a bar band,” Katie
said.
“Good bar bands are the best,” Meghan chimed in.
“They can really change the mood. They pick songs to
connect with an audience, not necessarily because it’s
what makes them sound the best. It’s not about them.
It’s about interacting with the audience.”
Some might think couples or siblings finishing
each other’s sentences and thoughts is an annoying
cliche, but with the Kelleher Sisters, it culminates in
intriguing creative process and a captivating approach
to making music. ¦

celebrity presence. Yes, relationships
and romance are much more at the
forefront of the show than they’ve ever
been for the Muppets, but it’s not like
they’re making obscene remarks or
explicitly acting anything out, it’s just
been witty double entendres so far.
There’s a lot of interesting dynamics
to play with putting the Muppets into
this The Office!3o Rock atmosphere
and I think critics have been quick to
dismiss this format because it’s not like
the original show. They’re looking for
what the Muppets were, not what they
could be.
For me, what the Muppets used to
be died with the show’s creator, Jim
Henson, in the mid ’9os. The Muppet
Show was infused with a funk, jollity, and atmosphere that I don’t think
exists and wouldn’t survive on today’s
television. The type of humor that The
Muppet Show had wouldn’t push the
envelope at all for today’s viewers and
I think that’s what most viewers, are
looking for: things being taken to their
boundaries. My favorite skit where
Fozzie and Rowlfput on a little impromptu duet would fall flat on its face
because there’s little to no bite to it. It’s
just cute now.

I’m not pointing to this transition
and saying that what we have now is
bad. I really like what ABC is doing
with this show. It’s just that viewers and
critics can’t look at it and say, “That’s
not what the Muppets are.” What
the Muppets originally were is gone,
secluded to tapes and DVDs in dusty
drawers. But what we have now is their
evolution and, at least so far, it has
actually been a lot of fun.

Chris Fuller is theAssoc. Arts S3 Review
Editor for The Heights. He can be
reached at arts@bcheights.com.
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Forte and his margarita pool return to ‘Last Man On Earth’
Caleb Griego
Heights Staff

By

The beard is back and so is the
margarita pool. Season two of Fox’s
original series, Last Man on Earth,
summons

the return of the same

light-hearted, charming humor that

made the first

season so successful.

And not only that, it also finds a way
to expand its horizons well beyond
the scope of Earth.
After being exiled by their fellow
apocalypse survivors in Tucson, AZ.,
we find Phil “Tandy” Miller (Will

Forte) along with Carol Andrew
Pilbasian (Kristen Schaal) traversing
the vacant lands of the United States.
Hoping to find anew place to house
their distinct tastes and vibrant personalities, Phil and Carol are ready
to take on what’s left of the world.
Stealth bombers along Pennsylvania
Ave. and Kansas’s World’s Largest
Plate are just some of the spectacles
jam-packed into the first half-hour
premiere.

This

season brings

back many of

the references and continues the gags
that made the first season distinct

from the rest of network comedy.
Longtime viewers will be pleased at
the return of Gary, Anton,Kevin, and
friends, who help Phil express what
words cannot. The pilot’s jovial destruction also makes a return, highlighting this time on the more proper
Carol, who has finally embraced

Phil’s laid-back style. And who could
forget personal favorites like Phil’s
subtle entry by window via gunshot
and his (and our) beloved margarita
pool. These kind of callbacks are
welcome, and they linger for just the
right amount of time. References to

what made the first season a success
surely shows that Forte and the rest

of the crew are listening.
Schaal and Forte have stronger
chemistry than ever. Uncomfortable,
though usually funny, clashesdefined
the first season, but now the show is
transitioning toward more playful
back-and-forth banter. Forte and
Schaalbring just the right amount of
eccentricism to the screen to retain
their charm and keep us laughing.
While the first season relied on Forte
for the bulk of the narrative drive and

focus, season two seems

to

diffuse

the load among these two leads. The
new narrative directions left open
in the premiere should lead to some
interesting encounters to come.
Taking more strident moves
away from a more grounded reality, season two seems to be having
more fun with the sandbox world
the writers have created. From the
bombs dropped in parking lots to
ghillie suits in the streets, Last Man

LAST MAN ON EARTH
“IS THERE ANYBODY OU1
THERE?”
PRODUCED BY
20TH CENTURY FOX
RELEASED
SEP. 27, 2015
OUR RATING

on Earth has a clear identity—a show
about some weirdos goofing off after

the end of the world—and that makes
for a more enjoyable comedy.
While the setting and premise of
the “last man on earth” has always
been an engaging concept, the desolate world proves to be so open that
the creators (Forte, Phil Lord, and

? ????

20TH CENTURY FOX

Christopher Miller) cannot help but
embrace the child-like fantasies of a

world devoid of people. Many of the
criticisms of the first season came in
the relatively short-lived stint of Phil
Miller as truly alone. The introduction of people seemed to cheapen
the series concept. Episode one, “Is
Anybody Out There?” proves that, in
this world, nobody is free from being
alone. As the story unfolds, these
things may manifest themselves in
some great comedic scenarios.
Last Man on Earth brings back
all the things viewers loved about
the first season and promises big
things as the narrative leash stretches very literally into space. Despite
all the gags and jokes, Last Man
on Earth is never without heart
and offers surprisingly deep ideas
on friendship, marriage, sanity,
and mankind. This makes for one
of the best television comedies to
date, contrasting the bland, laughtract-riddenlandscape of comedy,
which is almost as dry and dreary
as Tuscon, Ariz.
But Phil and Carol give us hope
as they traverse America in an RV,
amassing precious goods from
around the country. Phil is a man
of fine wine and Easy Cheese, and
Carol a woman of tomatoes and
craft making. They are people of
culture and class. They are some
of the last people on earth.
Now, “Who wants a whiskey?” ¦

Ridley Scott sends Damon to Mars, leaves the aliens out of it
For The Heights

with the casting of Sean Bean (Boromir), the joke is given a deeper,
more clever presence in the film.

Hailed in with the recent discovery of liquid water ridges on
Mars, The Martian is beautifully
rendered and duly heart-warming. It is a film examining contrasts—between high drama and
comedy, finer science and pop
culture references, and grandeur
and plain fun. The movement between all these different elements
(credit to director Ridley Scott)
is done seamlessly and ultimately
provides some of the best moments of the film.
For example, after dedicating extended periods of time to
explaining the science behind
what was being done, Mark (Matt
Damon) simply says, “I’m going
to have to science the s—t
out of
it.” This creates a genius hero who
speaks, and often acts, like a typical frat boy. It certainly makes him
more relatable to the audience,
who may have understood how he
managed to make water on Mars.
This is mirrored in the
soundtrack, which cycles between
grandeur scores and disco music.
The comic relief, both through
the music as well as the script,
is appreciated. The Martian at
one point references Lord of the
Rings, which adds some necessary
lightness to the story, but coupled

In effect, the liberally dispersed
humor prevents it from becoming overly gloomy, considering
the seriousness of the dilemma
presented in the film.
The attention to detail regarding the science is astounding, in the most positive way. It
is clearly evident that extensive
research was done beforehand
to make the film more grounded
in reality. This is no Interstellar.
In fact, Andy Weir, the author
of the book the film is based on,
was a computerprogrammer and
committed to accurately presenting the science. He even wrote a
software to calculate the orbital
paths he uses in the story. NASA
was even involved in the film and
commented on the accuracy of
the techniques portrayed. Their
support, however, is not surprising, considering this film is a
wonderful, triumphant advertisement for the organization.
Even more than the accuracy,
the simplistic presentation of
the intricate scientific practices
is most commendable. There
is a bit of hard-boiled science,
but it has been watered-down
enough to be understood to the
audience, but not to the point of
condescendence.

By

Mellissa Abi Jaoude

One of the film’s strengths is
the ability to make each character sound and look clever without having them spout gibberish.
There is the resounding sentiment that physics, mathematics,
chemistry, and, yes, even botany
are really fascinating and fun.
The only aspect where the
film jars the viewer is with its
female characters. They are
given high ranks—the
captain
is a woman (played by Jessica
Chastain) —however,
there is a
serious disparity between what
they actually do versus their

male counterparts. None of the
women make any serious contributions. Mindy Park (Mackenzie
Davis) comes the closest in the
rescue, using the satellites to
track Mark on Mars. Surveying

the leadership provided in the
film, Annie Montrose (Kristen
Wiig) has the highest position as
the director of communications.
As the head of PR, Montrose
relies on the male directors to
explainthe situation. The largest
role that a woman has is when
Captain Lewis has to make a
difficult moral decision. Yes, it

is a benefit to see a few female
astronauts, yet it is simply an

image with little substance.

Overall, this film is aesthetically impressive, cleverly written,
and very well executed. Damon’s
Mark Watney is likable, relatable,
and memorable. He is supported
by an excellent cast, from Sean
Bean to Jeff Daniels, and while
they did not have an overwhelming amount of screen time, the
actors made the most of what
they had. For a September premiere, The Martian is as good
as they come. ¦

THE MARTIAN
RIDLEY SCOTT
PRODUCED BY
20TH CENTURY FOX
RELEASED
OCT. 2, 2015
OUR RATING
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20TH CENTURY FOX

Joseph Gordon-Levitt stars as a well-balanced Frenchman
Dominica Park
For The Heights
By

Directed by Robert Zemeckis
(Back to the Future, Forrest Gump,
Flight), The Walk is a love story.
A love story between a madman
and his wire.
This 3D, biographical film
recounts Phillippe Petit’s ultimate

“coup,” high-wiring between the

roofs of the newly-built Twin
Towers on Aug. 7, 1974. Played
by Joseph Gordon-Levitt with a
flawless French accent, Phillippe
finds true love, friends, and apprenticeship as he traverses the
thin wire between the Twin Towers in New York City.
The visual effects take 3D
to the new level. You feel as if
you’re on the wire with Phillippe,

bending and dipping along the
wire. But Phillippe also invites
us to join his both thrilling and
heartening voyage from France
to New York City, and then across
the towers.
The bedrock of the movie
centers on the help Phillippe
receives from friends along the
way, and the character’s transformation frombrash and unruly

graceful and peaceful. His
accomplices ranging from a
singer/lover played by Charlotte
Le Bon, a photographer portryto

aed by Clement Sibony, and other
lunatics—help bring the impossible task to life.

Tightrope mentor Papa Rudy,
representedby Ben Kingsley, turns
the unrelenting French dreamer
into an artist. Too soon, though,
the “carrots are cooked,” and the

plan must proceed withoutall the
proper preparations. The movie’s

THE WALK
ROBERT ZEMECKIS
PRODUCED
TRISTAR PICTURES
RELEASED
SEP. 30, 2015
OUR RATING

? ????

TRISTAR PICTURES

SINGLE REVIEWS

wind and clouds are turbulent and
vivid. We can feel the height as
Phillippe does.
But to our and New York’s
astonishment, he does tricks —almost like dances (with his ballet
shoe resembling wire walker
the wire and goes
shoes) —on
back and forth, trying to tease the
cops. Phillippe’s performance on
the ropes is actually longer than
expected. The 3D effects give
us consistent thrills that simply
can’t be comprehended through
an

ordinary story.

The 3D effects and Phillippe’s
transformation as a character (finally feeling gratitude to the wire,
building, and his supporters and
audience atop the twin towers),

make The Walk a spine-tingling
and heartwarming movie. ¦

TOP SINGLES

1 The Hills
The Weeknd
2 What Do You Mean?
Justin Bieber
3 Can’t Feel My Face
The Weeknd
4 Hotline Bling
Drake
5 Watch Me
Silento
6 679
Fetty Wap
7 Locked Away
R. City
8 Good For You
Selena Gomez

TOP ALBUMS

1 What A Time To Be
Alive
Drake
2 Honeymoon
Lana Del Rey
3 Beauty Behind The
Madness.
The Weeknd
4 GO:OD AM
Mac Miller
5 Rattle That Lock
David Gilmour

MUSIC VIDEO
MARIAN WYMAN

“MAGNETS”
DISCLOSURE & LORDE

?????

“Magnets” comes off Disclosure’s second album, Caracal, and acts as a showcase
for Lorde’s dark-pop vocals.
The music video, released on
Tuesday, is no different. Here,
Lorde is the star of the show,
playing lead role in a plot of
lying, cheating, and revenge.
Much of the reason this
video is so enticing is its
glamorous scenery. All within
the confines of a luxurious,
expensive-looking mansion,
Lorde begins her tale. Initially appearing amid large,
visible planets in the night
sky and resembling Princess
Leia, Lorde enters a lively
party scene. At said party, a
seemingly-unattached male
becomes the object of Lorde’s
affection and the two begin
having an affair. Sure enough,
another woman emerges as
the mystery man’s significant
other, and so begins our tale
of lying and cheating. As the
song’s refrain goes, the plot
has gone “past the point of
no return.”
Your opinion on Lorde
will determine if the video’s
climactic moment shines or
falls flat—Lorde
has a dance
scene here that, though clearly
showing she’s a better singer
than a dancer, acts as an impetus for the real drama of the
video. It is after this uncomfortable sequence that Lorde
takes her revenge, tying the
cheating man to a chair and
throwing him into a pool.
Then, in a form of heightened
drama that could only suit this
video, the pool is lit on fire.
Why not?
Is “Magnets” theatrical?
Absolutely. Different from the
hundreds of other pop music
videos being produced lately?
Certainly. Disclosure used
Lorde to elevate “Magnets”
from its typical hip-hop beat
and basic, repetitive lyrics to
become an entire production
worthy of attention. This
video shows just that. ¦

BY BAILEY FLYNN

LADY GAGA

“Til It Happens To You”

pace sets off an unbalanced foot
and still never really comes off
as real to the audience. We have
to walk the wire whether we’re
ready or not.
Zemeckis’ visual effects in The
Walk are groundbreaking. The film
seamlessly transports us from the
classical, homey, laid-back aura of
France to New York City’s speedy
tempo. As the preparation for
Phillippe’s stunt continues, the 3D
effects drop the wire installments
right to our faces—an effect so
potent that the audience visibly
flinches. The illegality of the act
and the lumpy sweats of panic
dripping down the character’s faces faces send our hearts racing.

Finally, when the time comes
and Phillippe sets himself on the
tightrope, the visual effects highlight the particular dangers and
thrill of the walk. The audience
can see the veins as his feet wrap
and clamps around the tightrope.
The rest of Manhattan under
him goes still. The precision of
New York City’s vast and wide
landscaping is mind-blowing. The

CHART TOPPERS

? ????

Imploring and artful, the single takes on sexual
assault and tackles the issue with a raw, lyrical
hand. Though she may be known for her pop
theatrics, Gaga proves her substance and
regains some of her clout as an artist in this
moving release thatcombines haunting vocals
and an admirable push for awareness.

SAM SMITH
“Writing On The Wall”

MEG MYERS
“Lemon Eyes”
Smith lends his characteristic falsetto to
the Bond franchise in this new number
for the upcoming Spectre. The soaring
orchestra and classic dramatics that
always define 007's title tracks don’t
quite ring true against Smith's fine-tuned,
emotional vocal take.

?????
Myers comes in close and breathy right off the
bat on this track, giving a wide berth to the
trap of boredom that has brought the undoing
of so many love songs. The track is punchy,
energetic, and fresh. Myers’ passion has a kick
to it, and her use of it here makes for a track
you'll be nodding along to all week.
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COMMUNITY
HELP WANTED
$$

SPERM DONORS WANTED

INTERESTED IN
PLACING A CLASSIFED
AD?

$$

Earn up to $1,200/month and
give the gift of family through
California Cryobank’s donor
program. Convenient Cambridge
location. Apply online: SPERMBANK.com.
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¦M
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7% c

EMAIL

ADS@BCHEIGHTS.COM

SIMILE
Pass It On:
VALUES.COM ffi7S.\Wr

WE'VE FOUND
THAT INTEGRITY
IS NOT SUBJECT TO BULL
AND BEAR MARKETS.

While performance can fluctuate, our disciplined, long-term
approach to investing rests on values that are immune to market
fluctuations. We’re here to benefit others. And to improve the
financial well-being of millions. Just what you’d expect from
a company that’s created to serve and built to perform.

/i
TIAA

CREF

Learn more about ways we can improve
your financial health atTIAA.org/lntegrity

BUILT TO PERFORM.
CREATED TO SERVE.

0AA

UPPER

UPPER

UPPER

2013

2014

2015

BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY’
The Lipper Awards are based on a review of 36 companies' 2012
and 48 companies' 2013 and 2014 risk-adjusted performance.

The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return for eligible funds over the three-year period ended
11/30/12,11/30/13, and 11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked among 36 fund companies in 2012 and 48 fund companies in 2013 and 2014 with at
least five equity, five bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. Past performance does not guarantee future results. For current performance and rankings, please visit
the Research and Performance section on tiaa-cref.org. TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc., and Nuveen
Securities, LLC, members FINRA and SIPC, distribute securities products. ©2015 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America-College Retirement
Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017. C24849C
I

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. Go
to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other information.
Read carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market and other risk factors.
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Can BC still become bowl eligible in spite of tattered offense?
8

From Column, B

the country by 50.
The front seven is stacked.
Steven Daniels bowls over linemen with ease, Harold Landry
bursts off the edge, Mehdi Abdesmad clogs the middle, and
it all adds up to a pile of turf
stuck to the QB’s helmet. Even
the young secondary is shaping
up quickly.
Asa whole, they’re special
enough to somehow keep the
Eagles’ hopes alive, despite everything possible going wrong
on the other side of the ball.
A defense this good can
lift even a mediocre offense to
bowl eligibility, which would
be an incredible feat in another
“rebuilding” year.
With a healthy Hilliman, I’d
be soaking in a bubble bath of

pure unadulterated optimism.
I’d say that the run game—in
spite of the dubious twoquarterback system —and the
defense combined can win all
those games, no question.
But his injury is a potential
season-ruiner. No one had
as much value to a team with
a completely inexperienced
and tentative passing game as
he did. And he was the main
reason BC put up 17 points last
week.
Now, the burden falls on the
corps of backup running backs.
As it stands, Willis is questionable, so he’s a big “if” in the
equation right now. That leaves
Outlow and Rouse. It’s a fair
point to say these players don’t
have the skill or experience to
fill the void left by Hilliman.
The thing with college

athletes, however, is that we
know nothing about them until
they play considerable minutes.
We can analyze the crap out
of them in recruiting and we
can talk all we want about their
NFL potential, but the truth
is that we know absolutely
nothing substantial about them
until they get their moment.
We know, per Addazio, that
Rouse has the motor and the
mindset to go 100 mph every
game, and he has shown some
good stuff this year. Outlow,
who has also been hurting, has
been used less, but BC can still
hope for a breakout from him.
And that’s all if Willis, a viable
option that has had success
in the past, isn’t ready for this
weekend.
Wake Forest and Syracuse
are the worst of the four, and

two of the worst teams in col-

teams. They can afford some

lege football—those should be
wins. All BC has to do in these
games is continue its dominant
defense and do just enough on

mishaps against the Deacons
and Orange, but this is a big

offense.

swing factor against the two
tougher opponents.
Sherman Alston has not

“Just enough” is not a high
goal. Against NIU, the defensive unit gave up seven points
(and even those came as a
result of the offense throwing a
pick), so Flutie, Smith, and co.
only had to get 10. They ended
up with 17.
Similarly, they should have
enough to beat Wake Forest
and Syracuse, especially since
both teams are without starting
quarterbacks John Wolford and
Terrel Hunt, respectively.
If BC wants any chance
to beat NC State and VT and
make a bowl, though, they’re
going to have to fix the special

been great. His decision-making has been poor. At times, he
has tried to do too much, like
pick up a bouncing punt at the
6-yard line.
At other times, he makes
too many fair catches. This is
very fixable problem—either
you could make Willis, who has
been great on kickoff return,
the punt returner, or you focus
on Sherm in practicing by giving him extra reps and coaching him up.
So all the Eagles have to do
is correct their special teams
play (not a terribly difficult
task), do enough at quarter-

back (which they’ve done once
already), have a breakout year
from some RBs, and then hope
for some health.
Playing at home against
Wake Forest, Virginia Tech,
and NC State will be a muchneeded bonus, and late bye
week might just help the Eagles
regroup offensively for a lateseason bowl push that will
come down to the last week.
Things look bleak, but
there’s a shimmer of light at
the end of the Alumni Stadium
tunnel, and if the Eagles reach
it, I’ll live to write another
football column.

Jack Stedman is the Assoc.
Sports Editorfor The Heights.
He can be reached at sports@
bcheights.com.

DREW HOO / HEIGHTS EDITOR

Steve Addazio knows he has a strong defense and a patchwork offense. The swing vote is special teams, especially the punt and kick return teams. The best way to gain extra yardage may be to switch out Sherman Alston.

Long road back for Meehan results in return to star form
8

From Meehan, B

Crosses like these are tough
to carry alone, but Meehan had

herself a Simon of Cyrene.
Her identical twin sister,
Madison, a senior defender this
year, dealt with knee complications of her own, sidelining her
for most of the 2014-15 season.
While both sisters wish they
could have contributed to the
team’s success on the field, it was
comforting to have one another
on the bench.
Before a mid-September
match against Harvard last
season, they were both healthy
enough to lightly pass the ball
around to one another.
Then-senior Casey Morrison
was recovering from knee problems, too, so, according to Madison, the three upperclassmen
circled up and passed the ball
around like they were back in
Glocester. “It was the first time
in awhile that we had played with
a soccer ball, so we all shared in
the excitement,” Meehan said.
About three months later,

Meehan’s Achilles had progressed according to plan, and
she had begun running and taking part in select agility drills.
She remembers one particular
day at practice in the Alumni
Stadium bubble as a defining
moment in her rehabilitation.
The idea occurred to her
out of nowhere —spontaneity
has a way of giving birth to new
memories. “I’m just going to
sprint across the field,” Meehan
told head coach Alison Foley.
So she turned, fixed those
sly, determined eyes on the far
sideline, and took flight. As
in, fighter jet flying over Gillette Stadium flight. Coaches
watched in anxious amazement.
Her teammates noticed too.
“Wow, you’re fast!” they said

afterward.
A month and a half later,
Meehan made her season debut
against the University of Massachusetts, coming on as a sub
around the 70th minute. When
the final whistle blew, she felt as
though her lungs had shriveled
to the size of a Craisin, but it

didn’t matter. Meehan was back
in business.
Or so she thought. That was
February of 2015, and a quick
month and a half later, Meehan
suffered another setback, this
time in the form of a broken foot
that would take three months
to heal. The cloud above had
darkened again. “That setback
all the progress I had made,”
Meehan said, eyes cast toward
the floor.
The injury bug has a curious way of suckering onto the
same athletes again and again,
leeching away their strength one
setback at a time, diminishing
their will to get back to that level
of seeming invincibility. Once it
latches on, it’s nearly impossible
to get that thing off.
Meehan hasn’t just successfully shooed that gnat away from
her right foot. She’s seized it
between the fingers, thrown it
on the ground, and stomped on
it until its chemical makeup has
become one and the same with
the pavement.
Fourteen months and two
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2 LG cheese pizzas and 2 Lt soda $22.47
1 LG topping pizza and 2 Lt soda $16.05
1 LG cheese pizza and 2 Lt soda $14.98
Salads-Subs Pizza
-
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Meehan shows off her defense, going at the Red Storm’s Alexis Urbanski.

Eagles tie with Rhode Island

Celebrating 20 years at BC!

356 Chestnut Hill, Brighton, MA 02135
(617)713-0555 www.roggies.com (617)566-1880

brutal foot injuries later, McKenzie Meehan is taking the
women’s soccer world by storm,
reminding fans across the nation
why she is one of the best young
players in the country.
Meehan has 10 goals in 13
games and has hit stride starting
alongside junior striker Hayley
Dowd, who plays up top in the
Eagles’ new 4-4-1-1 formation —a positioning system Foley
implemented beginning with the
first ACC match against Louisville. Her squad is 2-0-1 since
the switch and 8-3-1 overall,
on the cusp of cracking into the
nation’s top-25.
At the center of that new
formation is Meehan, who feels
like she’s playing as well as ever.
She continues to work on certain
things with that damned right
all, the injury bug
foot—after
leaves a nasty bite mark.
“I’m still working on some of
the strength,” she says. “It’s there
now, but I do it just to make
sure.” The road to full recovery
is nearing its end. There’s a clear
sky in sight. ¦

By

Annabel Steele

For The Heights
Even with fog and occasional
rain in Kingston, R. 1., Boston
College men’s soccer tied the
University of Rhode Island 1-1
on Tuesday, Sept. 29. Both goals
were scored in the first half of
the game.
In the first few minutes of the
game, the Eagles threatened with
several shots. Rhode Island goalkeeper Nils Leifhelm was forced
to make saves early on, but still
conceded a goal in the opening
20 minutes of the half.
Seventeen minutes in, left
back Mohammed Moro sent in
the cross from the left flank. It
was headed clear, before Zeiko
Lewis collected the second ball
at the top of the 18-yard box
and shot.
His left-footed strike to the
near post found the back of the
net, giving BC the advantage on
his fourth goal of the season.
The Rams had their first real

scoring opportunity when they
were awarded a penalty kick 26
minutes into the first half.
However, the opportunity
was wasted, as Carlo Davids’
shot sailed wide left and kept
BC in the game. The Eagles
could not maintain the lead for
long, however, as URI scored
on a through ball in the 33rd
minute.
Germany native Dominik
Richter scored his second goal
in two games on goalkeeper
Alex Kapp to even the score at
one with just 12 minutes left in
the first half.
The second half was competitive and scrappy, but neither
team managed to break the
gridlock.
Throughout the game, Kapp
and freshman forward Trevor
Davock gave strong performances, making plays to keep
BC in the game and trying to create scoring opportunities. Kapp
made five saves in his second
start of the season.

After 45 minutes of scoreless
play, however, regulation ended
in a tie.
Throughout the two overtime
periods, the Eagles threatened
the Rams with seven shots, four
from Davock. Meanwhile, strong
defensive play ensured that
Rhode Island didn’t get a single
shot off in the overtime periods.
Three saves from Leifhelm preserved the tie.
Despite the terrible weather,
BC managed to hold on and tie
URI 1-1 after passionate play
from the opening whistle to the
conclusion of an end-to-end
double-overtime that saw a lot of
chances to win for both teams.
And despite the draw, head
coach Ed Kelly is closing in on
300 wins—he now stands at 297
between his wins at BC and at
Seton Hall University.
He would be the third head
coach in the history of the ACC
to notch his 300th win—Notre
Dame’s Bobby Clark and North
Carolina’s Elmar Bolowich. ¦
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Duke looks to deliver BC’s knockout blow
8

From Duke Preview, B

rous, allowing 196.3 yards per
game. The Blue Devils are allowing just 113.3 yards per game on
the ground this season.
That number doesn’t even tell
the full story, as it is inflated by

Georgia Tech’s 180 rushing yards
in Duke’s 34-20 victory against
the Yellow Jackets last weekend.
For the season, Duke has allowed
just 2.76 yards per carry, including holding run-heavy GT to just
under three yards per carry on a
whopping 60 rushing attempts.
Nearly 25 percent of GT
rushes were stopped at or behind the line of scrimmage. As
BC head coach Steve Addazio
bluntly put it in Monday’s press
conference, “When you stuff
Georgia Tech’s running game,
you’re doing pretty well.”
The underrated part of Duke’s
performance comes from recognizing how hard it is to corral a
triple-option rushing game. GT
has a physical offensive line and
numerous athletes in the backfield, not to mention the inherent deception that the scheme
poses. The defensive discipline
and physicality at the line of
scrimmage that Duke used to
beat GT are hallmarks of a top-10 defense.

Nose tackle Carlos Wray
leads the way by controlling
the middle of the offensive line,
with linebacker Jeremy Cash
contributing as a tireless tackier,
including 12 last Saturday.
Duke’s defense excels at getting pressure with limited blitzing, which allows its veteran
secondary to remain back in
coverage.
Asa result, Duke also ranks
14th in passing yards allowed
per game. And despite playing
two ranked opponents already,
Duke ranks fifth nationally in
allowing just 0.68 points per
drive. Opponents have only had
five red zone trips against Duke
across four games, and the Blue
Devils have held the opposition to a miniscule 20.9 percent
conversion rate on third down,
fifth-best in the FBS.
On Saturday, look for Duke’s
defense to toe the line between
aggressively playing the run and
openly disrespecting BC’s new
quarterbacking tandem of Troy
Flutie and Jeff Smith.
In BC’s more methodical and
predictable run offense, look
for Duke’s front-seven to hold
the Eagles to virtually no gain
on first and second down. Asa
result, expect BC to face many
third-and-long plays, where

Duke’s secondary can play tight
man coverage on the BC receivers and force the inexperienced
QBs to throw into tight windows.
The aggressive gameplan should
mute BC’s run game and give
Duke the potential to give its
offense short fields after turnovers.

That being said, the Duke offense could use some help from
the defense. Duke runs an offense primarily oriented around
the ground game, an attack
with heavy doses of read option
plays. Junior QB Thomas Sirk is
the team’s leading rusher, with
267 yards. Possessing a strong,
6-foot-4 and 220-lb frame, Sirk
can handle the physical load of
driving the run game. Shaquille
Powell and Shaun Wilson have
each tallied over 180 total rushing yards, providing Cutcliffe
with a dynamic one-two punch
to complement the bruising Sirk.
The run game has explosive
capabilities and runs behind a
very strong offensive line, which
has allowed just two sacks this
season.

For Duke, the ideal gameplan
revolves around minimizing its
passing game. Though Sirk is a
veteran, he hasn’t exactly been
dynamic as a passer this season,
throwing six TDs to three inter-

ceptions and averaging a pedestrian 6.89 yards per attempt.
The short passing attack appears to offer equal opportunity,
with five receivers registering
between 12 and 17 receptions,
including both Powell and Wilson, who are constantly involved
through a stream of screens and
check downs.
Facing a dominant BC defense, look for Duke to remain
committed to the ground game,
staying confident in its offensive
line’s ability to open running
lanes.
Look for the threat of Sirk
running to be leveraged into
opening holes in the BC defense for Powell and Wilson.
Controlling the ball and limiting
turnovers should be Duke’s top
priority, as a risky offense will
almost certainly not be needed
to outscore the anemic Eagles’
offense.
Sirk figures to stick to the
short passing game, but given
the offensive line’s strength, he
should challenge the BC secondary with some surprise deep
passes off play-action.
Connecting on a long pass
could prove to be the knockout
blow that sends the scrappy
underdog staggering to the mat,
putting him out of his misery. ¦

Editors’
Picks

Can Steve Addazio earn
his signature ACC win
at Duke this weekend?
Or will the Blue Devils’
defense prove too much
for BC’s ailing offense?

MICHAEL SULLIVAN

Sports Editor
No Wade, no Hilliman, no problem (maybe).
Listen, last week, BC’s star running back did
great, but we can’t forget how awful he was
after Florida State. Steve Addazio admitted
that he felt the offensive line put up equally
impressive performances against FSU and NIU.
If that is true, then Tyler Rouse, Marcus Outlow, and Myles Willis should slot in easily. Plus,
Duke’s Thomas Sirk doesn’t scare me at QB.

Prediction:
BC 16, Duke 6
JACK STEDMAN

Assoc. Sports Editor

DREW HOO / HEIGHTS EDITOR

BC will once again go with a two quarterback system, featuring Troy Flutie and Jeff Smith (5). Flutie, however, will get the start on Saturday vs. Duke.

Secondary could lift Eagles over Blue Devils
Addazio said. “In that case, we
would be starting from scratch
all over again.”
Regardless of which quarterbacks play Saturday, it is imperative that BC generate some plays
in the passing game to relieve
some of the burden on a running back corps that will operate
without the services of leading
rusher Jonathan Hilliman, who
suffered a broken foot against
NIU. Hilliman was in the middle
of his best game of the season
when he suffered the injury, and
now the pressure is on the rest
of the Eagles’ banged up ball-carriers to keep the BC run game
afloat against Duke.
Going into the 2015 season,
many believed running back
was the Eagles’ deepest position—that is no longer the case.
Marcus Outlow is nursing a hurt
shoulder, Tyler Rouse banged
up his head in the win over
the Huskies, and Myles Willis
is suffering from both a bum

shoulder and the lingering effects of mono.
Addazio has said on many
occasions that, for the Eagles to
win, they need to rush for 220230 yards, play good defense, and
avoid turnovers. If the Eagles are
going to achieve that rushing
total against Duke, it’s going to
take a gutsy performance from
the beleaguered unit. “It’s [part
of] the game.” Outlow said after
practice on Tuesday. “We just
need to make sure that we’re
ready to go and get this win.”
Addazio maintains that, to
win on the road, you must “pack
your defense.” That has never
rang more true for BC.
The Eagles sport the top
defense in the country, and it
isn’t close. BC’s defense yields
only 118 yards per game, 86
yards fewer than No. 2 team,
Jim Harbaugh’s Michigan Wolverines. The Eagles are not only
successful for their health, but
also for the heightened play of
their secondary. In 2014, the
Eagles’ defense finished 11th
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in rushing
nationally—fourth
yards allowed per game, but a
pedestrian 49th in passing yards
allowed per game.
The deficiencies in the pass
defense have been corrected, and
the Eagles’ pass defense is now
ranked first nationally, having
surrendered only one touchdown through the air (against
Florida State) and allowed only
288 passing yards combined
in the first four games of the

season.

BC’s pass defense is actually
ranked higher than its run defense, though to complain about
that would be grasping at straws:
the Eagles are second nationally,
trailing only Boise State.
What’s responsible for the
marked improvement in BC’s
pass defense? Standout junior
defensive back John Johnson
cited heightened team chemistry as the main factor in the
secondary’s growth. “I think it’s
just the brotherhood that we
have,” Johnson said. “We hang
out more outside of football,

SETTIPANE 13 SVS ! BC
MAJOR 3 G j VT
GRANT 1 G j NIU
CARPENTER 2 G ; BC

and it’s [making a difference] on
the field.”
The Eagles’ secondary will
face possibly their stiffest test
so far on Saturday when they
are matched up against the Blue
Devils’ pass offense led by the
strong-armed junior Thomas
Sirk, who has passed for 868
yards this year and has thrown
for six touchdowns versus three

interceptions.
Sirk has completed 66 percent of his passes—2Bth-best in
the nation —while
also leading
the Blue Devils in rushing with
267 yards (an impressive five
yards per carry) and a pair of
touchdowns.
The Eagles open as a 6.5-point
underdog in the days leading up
to Saturday’s contest, and feature
an offense riddled with question
marks as a result of losing their
starting quarterback, running
back, and center over the span of
14 days. With a ferocious front
seven and an improving secondary,
however, the Eagles shouldbe able
to stick around in Durham. ¦

Prediction:
Duke 17, BC 7
TOM DEVOTO

Asst. Sports Editor
Durham, N.C. is expecting dreary conditions
this weekend as a result of Hurricane Joaquin,
which plays right into BC’s hand. Duke won’t
be able to throw as much in the poor weather,
meaning it’ll have to take on BC’s fearsome front
seven on the ground. The Eagles feel right at
home running the ball on nearly every down,
even without starter Jonathan Hilliman available.

Prediction:
BC 17, Duke 13
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From BC Preview, B

With Hurricane Joaquin supposedly making landfall near North Carolina this weekend,
heavy rain is in the forecast. That can only
mean one thing: running the football. Without
Hilliman, though, BC’s offense won’t be able
to do much, especially against the Blue Devils. The defense, per usual, should continue
to hold opposing offenses, but a road trip to
Durham will be too much for this young team.
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BC’s bowl
chase

WEATHERING THE BLOWS

Jack Stedman

DREW HOO

HEIGHTS EDITOR

On July 25, 2014, a freak accident knocked McKenzie Meehan out for the season.
Now she’s back on the pitch and picking up right where she left off:
as one of the country’s best women’s soccer players.
By

Griffin Connolly

For The Heights

explosive team yet.
So for yet another time,
after only four games, I’m
slamming on my keyboard with
a scowl on my face, wondering,
“Well, where do we go from
here?”
Coming into the season,
Boston College needed seven
wins to make a bowl for the
third consecutive year. Those
seven wins, in theory, should
come from Maine, Howard,
Northern Illinois, Wake Forest,
Virginia Tech, North Carolina
State, and Syracuse. Historically, these are all teams that
BC always has a chance to beat,
year in and year out. This year,
at the start, was no different.
Barring an upset against the
top ACC teams or Notre Dame,
these are the games BC has to
win to make a bowl.
Maine was a quick check
mark off the list, Howard was
never anything but a win, and
Northern Illinois—a historically strong program—was
defeated, just barely.
That leaves four teams that
are always seen as beatable. But
now, amid the crumbling of the
offensive foundations, are these
games still winnable?
Given the current state
of the defense—as in, they’re
all superhumans—l’m
not so
quick to chisel in the final
words of the epitaph on BC’s
tombstone. Take out the
abomination of the Howard
game, and the D still has given
up the fewest yards per game in

/

An ominous sky hangs over Newton Campus,
darkening the Sunday afternoon. Thick clouds
hover over the field like a supersaturatedblanket,
threatening to rip open at the slightest disturbance
and flood the pitch in an instant.
It’s Sept. 13, and Boston College women’s soccer is hosting Providence College. The only one
who feels the rain is Friars goalkeeper Kristyn
Shea—the Eagles pelt her with a deluge of shots,
but the match remains scoreless. All of a sudden,
in the 26th minute, BC senior Coco Woeltz springs
forward from her defensive position and thunders
along the right touchline.
In the middle, McKenzie Meehan jockeys with
the Friar defense for position, hunkering down
right in front of the goal. Woeltz sends in a beautiful cross, and it zooms juuuust over the top of the
Providence defender, right onto the forehead of an
awaiting Meehan, as though there were a magnet
for the ball hidden somewhere inside her skull.
The perfect setup, the perfect assist, the perfect
player to finish it off.
She missed the net wide right.
“That’s the one I wish I could have back,”
Meehan says, her soft, calculating voice hinting at
regret. The Eagles eventually fell to the Friars 3-2
in double-overtime despite a pair of goals from the
junior forward, her eighth and ninth in 10 games.
“At that point, my sharpness and finishing weren’t
where they used to be,” she says.

A.
y

The redshirt junior’s mild comportment and
gentle physical characteristics perfectly mirror her
playing style on the pitch. At 5-foot-5, she’s not an
overpowering force. She bides her time, patient,
ready to strike in a flash —like lightning—before
the opposition can even make sense of what just
happened.
A set of sleepy eyes plays tricks on defenders
and darts around, this way and that, Terminator-esque, scanning the 22-woman geometry.
Well-mannered and respectful, she has the ego of
a bucket hat, but there’s a quiet air of confidence
about her that sets the tone for the entire Eagles
attack.
On July 25, 2014, Meehan was back home in
Glocester, R.I. —a quaint, little Providence suburb of about 10,000 residents—for a brief spell to
spend some time with her family. Since January,
she had been playing off-and-on with the United
States under-20 team, competing in World Cup
qualifying matches and participating in week-long
camps every month thereafter—a tough balancing
act for a student-athlete committed to both her
college team and her academics.
Missing nearly a quarter of class time would
put any college student behind the eightball, not
to mention one playing soccer at the international
level. Now, back in the comfy confines of her
hometown, it was time for a break. But not an
eight-month break.
Meehan was upstairs in her bedroom when,
suddenly, a mirror that had been there for years
decided it wanted a change of scenery. It came

51 SHOTS,
2ND IN
ACC

down with a crash and sliced the back of her right
heel. “At first I thought it was just a cut because
it didn’t hurt that much,” Meehan said. The blood
wouldn’t stop gushing, though, and her mom
drove her to the emergency room, where the doctor removed the initial piece of glass and sewed
everything back up.
Those stitches proved premature. An X-ray
from the hospital visit revealed that there were
two smaller pieces of glass stuck in the back of her
Achilles that needed to come out.
Meehan’s mom drove her to the office of a family friend, a podiatrist, and he removed the shards.
At this point, Meehan couldn’t put any pressure
on her right foot, and the podiatrist suggested that
she get an MRI the following Monday.
“I knew it wasn’t just a cut, but I was hoping it
was just a very small tear,” Meehan said.
The rupture was anything but small. Three days
later, with assistant coach Mikey LaVigne by her
side, Meehan’s worst nightmare became reality.
“The doctor was very upfront with me,” she said.
“He told me, ‘Your Achilles is 85 percent torn.’” A
dark cloud began beginning to form overhead.
The road back would be a long one, but Meehan
threw her full weight into a strenuous physical
therapy regimen. Throw those dailyphysical therapy sessions into the equation of Meehan’s life —including two trips per week to Newton-Wellesley
Hospital—and the algebra of her time management
turned into mind-numbing calculus.

.833 GOALS PER
GAME, IST
IN ACC

See Meehan, B
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This may be the last football
column I will write.
This team has brought me
from complete optimism to
cautious hope to questioning whether the whole year
is a bust, all since the season
started less than a month ago.
One minute Darius Wade
is coming offspring and fall
camps ready to lead this team,
the next minute the offense is
putting up a goose-egg against
the Seminoles and Wade is out
for the season.
Now the doomsday clock
has struck midnight and Jonathan Hilliman, finally flashing
his talent against Northern
Illinois, is out indefinitely with
a broken foot. Starters Wade,
Hilliman, and center Frank
Taylor are all out, while kick
returner/running back Myles
Willis is questionable.
I’m mad. I was excited to
see this young team come
together. I was excited by all
of Steve Addazio’s talk about
having the most athletic and

J/Kk.

See Column,
B6

Eagles set to take on Duke on Saturday at 3 p.m. in Durham
By

Chris Noyes

Heights

Staff

The upstart has already lasted a few rounds with the defending champ. Face bloodied
and nose broken, he fights on,
even though he can barely see
a thing. A conservative strategy
focused on max protection has
enabled him to last this long, but
no matter how hard he tries, he
just can’t avoid the rapid flurry
of blows.
Finally, his guard slips and
the champ connects with a thunderous uppercut to the temple.
Crumpling to the floor, the
upstart finally succumbs to his
deteriorated state, no amount of

grit able to overcome the sheer
talent of the champ.
This may be a slightly depressing image, but this scenario
is the most likely outcome for
Saturday’s upcoming game between Boston College (3-1, 0-1
ACC) and Duke University (3-1,
1-0 ACC). Missing Darius Wade,
Jonathan Hilliman, and a slew
of others, the Eagles limp into
their first road game searching for some way to grind out
wins against more talented and
healthier teams.
Right now, Duke might just
be the worst team for BC to
face.
For the first time in head
coach David Cutcliffe’s eight-

INSIDE SPORTS
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year tenure in Durham, N.C., the
Blue Devils have pieced together
a rugged, aggressive front-seven
that is highly adept at stuffing
the run.
Last season, Cutcliffe had established his preferred defensive
mindset. Duke
allowed a little
over 20 points per
game in a 9-4 2014
campaign, a significant improvement over the
disastrous 36 points per game it
allowed just two years prior.
Amid this transformation,
the run defense remained po-

See Duke Preview, B7

By

Scott Hill

For The Heights
Fresh off a narrow victory
over Northern Illinois, Boston

College (3-1, 0-1 ACC) will head
to Durham, N.C.
on Saturday to
take on a surging
Duke University
(3-1, 1-0 ACC),
which is coming
offa 34-20 victory
against 20th-ranked (and ACC
preseason favorite) Georgia
Tech.
After losing most of their
team from last year, it was widely
speculated that the Blue Devils
would take a step back in 2015,

Men’s Soccer: Eagles earn tie with URI
In the midst of the gusting rain and wind, the Eagles couldn’t
slam the door against the non-conference Rams
B6

but that has not been the case.
Led by a strong defense and the
steady play of junior signal-caller
Thomas Sirk, the Blue Devils
lead the charge in the ACC
Coastal.
The Blue Devils have grown
accustomed to success under
the eight-year reign of head
coach David Cutcliffe, having
just posted back-to-back ninewin seasons for the first time
in program history, in addition
to winning the ACC Coastal in
2013.
The Eagles will again alternate between Troy Flutie and
Jeff Smith at quarterback, as
neither stood out last week
against Northern Illinois. While

Scoreboard
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both showed flashes of brilliance
against the Huskies Flutie
with his arm and Smith with his
legs—the positives were tempered by many negatives that
each committed over the course
of the contest.
Judging by comments from
BC head coach SteveAddazio on
his radio show Monday evening,
even if one quarterback was to
have clearly outperformed the
other, it is likely that both would
still split time against Duke. “We
have to play [both Flutie and
Smith], because where would we
be if we only played one of them
and then that guy got hurt?”

See BC Preview, B7
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