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Link to petition for
resource center removed
Facebook blocks links
to LGBTQ advocacy
campaign documents
By Carolyn

Freeman

News Editor

IMAGES TAKEN FROM “FOR HERE ALL ARE ONE" VIDEO

dminstrao

A call for an allieda
Underscoring Tuesday’s campaign for an LGBTQ resource
center was a history of tension, University pushback
By Carolyn

Freeman

News Editor

According to several student leaders, a number of previously undisclosed tensions with administrators underscored an
initiative callingfor Boston College students and alumni to stop
donating to the school. Over 300 undergraduates and alumni this
week refused to donate to BC until a LGBTQ resource center is
created. A letter and petition—penned by Nanci Fiore-Chettiar,
outgoing president of the Undergraduate Government ofBoston
College (UGBC) and A&S 'ls—circulated to a viral audience of
at least 10,000 on Tuesday, according to Heights analytics, with
Fiore-Chettiar identifying the University as having an institutionalized prejudice toward LGBTQ students. The release of a
letter, petition, and arelated video was scheduled to coincide with
Support Love Day, which was hosted by the GLBTQ Leadership
Council (GLC).
Several administrators familiar with the LGBTQ resources
currently at BC, however, were surprisedby the initiative—called
the “For Flere All Are One” campaign,by its creators —claiming
there was a productive dialogue on the issue already going on
before Tuesday’s push.
This is not the first instance this past year thatstudents have
disagreed with the administration on its handling of LGBTQ issues. Programs like Ignatian Q and Queer Peers havebeen denied
or halted without clear communication between administration

and students, according to Martin Casiano, the vice president of
diversity and inclusion for UGBC and A&S T5.
Fiore-Chettiar’s letter acknowledges that aLGBTQ resource
center is not something that can immediately be created, but
rather is the end goal in a multi-step process. She plans for the
letter to be re-released each year.
“It is time we address the troublingreality thatstudents who
identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning
or elsewhere on the spectrum are not properly supportedby this
institution,” Fiore-Chettiar wrote in the letter.
“Cura personalis”
Queer Peers is a program set up to educate BC students about
issues regarding sexuality and gender. At the beginning of this
year, members of GLC did the same thing they have done every
year since the inception of the program. Queer Peer directors
reached out to resident directors in residence halls and explained
the program. Two sessions had been booked when oneresident
assistant told them that their resident director had said they
could not hold the session, according to Andrew Engber, chair
ofGLC and A&S T5.
The council began to investigate why the program had been
shut down, but found it difficult to communicate with members
of the BC administration —meetings were pushedback for weeks,
and no clear rationale for the end of the program was given.

See LGBTQ Resources, A8

Several Facebook links to a petition
calling for Boston College students and
alumni to withhold donating to the University until a GLBTQ resource center is
created were unexpectedlyremoved late
Tuesday night, approximately 10 hours
after the original posting. There was
also a group of students who had their
cover photos abruptly disappear—all
graphics for the “For Here All Are One”
campaign, as the initiative’s creators
called it.
When some of the affected students—including author of the petition
Nanci Fiore-Chettiar, A&S ’l5
attempted to re-post the link, they encountered a message from Facebook
that said the link has been detected to
be unsafe by the site’s security systems.
Facebook’s terms of service including
several provisions regarding the safety
of posted links. Certain content, like
viruses and unauthorized commercial
communications, are banned. FioreChettiar noted in a post on her personal
page that those involved are currently
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For Marandola, Truman is
next step in career of service
BC junior Marissa
Marandola earns

national fellowship
By

Arielle Cedeno

Assoc. News Editor

DANIELLA FASCIANO

/

HEIGHTS EDITOR

Changing of the guard
Thomas Napoli, A&S 'l6 and Olivia Hussey, A&S 'l7, were sworn in as president and executive vice president, respectively, of the
Undergraduate Government of Boston College on Wednesday evening, along with the organization’s new vice presidents and senators.

looking into the blocking, but do not
know why the links were removed.
“While we investigate this, I encourage you not to jump to conclusions or
use hateful language against the administration,” Fiore-Chettiar said in the
post. “Until we know exactly what has
happened, please use any anger you may
have productively and continue sharing
our letter and message with the rest of
the BC community.”
The two URLs blacklisted are shortened versions of links to the respective
Google Documents for the letter and
petition. These shortened URLs were
used by the first wave of posters in the
viral campaign.
When tested on Facebook’s object
debugger—a tool developers use to
resolve structural issues encountered
when posting to Facebook—a message
appears indicating that the link was
either “blocked” or “triggered an excessive amount of scrapes.” An error is
identified with the “URL’s linting,” a term
used to describe Facebook’s program for
detecting suspicious links. Developers
who have tried to resolve similar errors
in thepast have waited weeks to months
for Facebook to respond, often with no
explanation of why the link was blacklisted initially.
Direct links to the letter and petition
are still working at press time. ¦

From the perspective of Marissa Marandola, A&S ’l6, the road to the Harry S.
Truman Scholarship began her sophomore
year, but her interest in leadership and
public service—pillars of the scholarship—began much earlier.
Marandola, a political science major
with a double minor in American studies
and management and leadership from
Cranston, R. 1., was raised in a household
that honors the values of faith, family,
and education—according to her, in that
order.
“My parents sacrificed to send my sister and me to Catholic school, and it was
my own educational experience, grounded
in Catholic moral teachings that I learned
at school and at home, that gradually led
me towards public service,” Marandola
said in an email.
It was this regard for public service
that eventually led to her selection as
the 2015 Truman Scholar for the state of

Rhode Island. The nationally-acclaimed
scholarship, given annually by the Harry S.
Truman Foundation, recognizes outstanding undergraduate students who intend to
pursue careers in government or public
service. The foundation, established by
Congress in 1975 in honor of the 33rd
President of the United States, hopes to
cultivate the next generation of public
service leaders by supporting the graduate
study and professional endeavors of the
selected winners through a scholarship
up to $30,000.
Scholars are selected on the basis of
academic achievement, leadership accomplishments, and their potential for public
service leadership. Of the 688 candidates
nominated by 297 institutions across the
country in 2015, 58 undergraduates from
50 colleges and universities were selected
as Truman Scholars.
Asa sophomore at Boston College,
Marandola was only vaguely aware of the
program. It was not until the spring of her
sophomore year when Rev. James Keenan,
S. J., the director of the Gabelli Presidential
Scholars Program, and Kenji Hayao, an
associate professor in the political science
department, suggested that she would be

See Truman, A3
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with help from BC —It wasn’t too
long ago that the St. Columbkille
School in Brighton, Mass, was on
the edge of closure with an enrollment of 274 students —down from
over 1,800 at its height in the early
19605.
In 2006, St. Columbkille partnered with Boston College and the
Archdiocese of Boston, who now
run the school in tandem. Along
with help from private donors
who have recently helped to fund
anew gymnasium and an outdoor
recreation area, this administrative move helped attract more
students —enrollment
has risen
to 380 students, with a projected
number of 420 next year.
St. Columbkille is focusing
mainly on its middle school and
has rebranded its sixth, seventh,
and eighth grades as Loyola Academy. The goal is to brand St.
Columbkille as a “destination
middle school,” Peter McLaughlin,
chairman of the school’s board of
trustees told The Boston Globe.
Although enrollment starts to
drop at sixth grade as students
move to Boston exam schools,
McLaughlin and other school
officials believe that high quality
facilities and academics, as well as
extracurricular programs, will help
attract and retain students past the
sixth grade.
Aside from helping run the
school, BC provides significant
financial aid for students and for
teachers working toward a master’s
degree, and alsoreworked the curriculum. Students from the Emerging Leader Program, a freshman
leadership development group,
partners with the school’s music
department and has organized an
annual singing competition for the
past 11 years. All proceeds from
the competition fund the school’s
music program.
“St. Columbkille’s is a wonderful example of the great strides that
can be made in Catholic education
when we collaborate,” said Kathy P.
Mears, the superintendent for the
Archdiocese of Boston.

Jesus, and put that Tinder app down
to find a special someone through another avenue on their smartphones.
Founded by Steven Rueter, BC T2,
Nelson Wang, and Steven Gaan,
Collide is a free dating app geared
specifically toward Christians.
Wang originally thought of the
idea for Collide, and got together
with Rueter and Gaan three months
ago to begin building the app, which
was released last week. They decided
to create the app after noticing that
there was no dating app made for
Christians that was user- and mobile-friendly.
“We’re really catering to the need
we have, especially to the Christian
community,” Rueter said. “They
want something seamless, they want
a beautiful product that is niche like
this. We think that if we can bring
people to this platform, we can really
facilitate those connections.”
Collide is similar to Tinder, the
popular dating app that was released
in 2012, in that they both utilize the

David Hollenbach,
S.J., a professor at Boston College
in Theological Ethics, has been
named to the Cary and Ann Maguire Chair in Ethics and American
History at the Library of Congress’
John W. Kluge Center.
This position will last five
months, and the primary goal of
the Chair is to research American
history with particular attention
to ethics in politics, economics,
and social policies. At the end of
the tenure, the Chair will give a
presentation on his findings.
Hollenbach plans on continuing research for his book entitled
Humanity in Crisis: Religious and
Ethical Responses to War and
Disaster. The book explores the
ways in which faith plays a role
in responding to humanitarian
crises.
Before working at BC, Hollenbach was at the Weston School
of Theology, which is now part
of BC’s School of Theology and
Ministry. He came to BC in 1991,
when he was offered a chair in the
theology department.
Now, Hollenbach directs the
Center for Human Rights and
International Justice at BC along
with Daniel Kanstroom and Brinton Lykes.
“The Center puts the Catholic
common good tradition into conversationwith scholars, professionals and activists from many disciplines and many global contexts,”
theology professor Lisa Cahill said.
“It is a stellar example of the Jesuit
mission of Boston College.”
gress—Rev.

swipe-card model for the user interface, find potential matches based on
location, and connect user accounts
through Facebook. Users can also set
their profiles to select their preferences for the gender, distance, and
age ofpotential matches.
The swipe-card model allows users to swipe left if they like the match
they see on the screen, or right ifthey
dislike the match. Collides co-founders adopted the swipe-card model
from Tinder.
“When it comes to browsing
on mobile, whether you’re shopping or trying to find a date, a lot
of companies have adopted [the
swipe-card model], and we thought
it was the most proven model that
works and was a good fit for the user
interface that we wanted to build,”
Rueter said.
Collides focus on the Christian
community is made quite clear—it
requires users to include their denomination and favorite Bible verse,
and offers an in-app purchase for
$0.99 to show the distance of the
potential match.
“Tinder has such a broad user
base, and to make meaningful con-

Jenn Suh

Christians can now swipe yes for

BC Theologyprofessor named

other immigrant receiving countries.

A Guide to Your

Mobile app Collide streamlines Christian dating

Columbkille schoolrebounds

to chair in the Library of Con-

Co-editors Cecilia Menjfvar of Arizona St. University and
Daniel Kanstroom of BC Law of Constructing
Immigrant “Illegality” will speak on Thursday April 30, at 7 p.m. in Devlin 101.
They will address the idea of illegal
immigration in the United States and

Dustin Tingley, an associate professor of political economics in the Government department at Harvard Univesrity will speak on Thursday,
April 30 in Devlin 101. The talk, titled
Active Learning in Collegiate Settings
will engage with a taxonomy ofdiffer- I
ent types of active learning.

neurs pursuing a goal, Rueter said.
The three met in San Francisco,

nections like that, I think that’s really
difficult,” Rueter said.
Other online dating apps, such
as Christian Mingle, do not cater to
mobile users and a youngerChristian
demographic, Rueter said.
“Collides goal is to create and
foster an environment conducive to
Christian values and what Christians
want to know about each other,” he
said. “The future of Collide is really
based on our ability to listen to and
learn from our members, and learn
quickly.”
Rueter, Wang, and Gaan built the
app through the lean startup method,
which is an approach for startups to
build technology products through
iteration and grow based on user
feedback.
“It’s the most cost effective way
of doing this—based on our personal
abilities, rather than raising funding,”
Rueter said. “We are hopeful that
if we put our members and their
needs first, we can continue to build
a better and better Christian dating
experience.”
Collides co-founders built the
app using their own resources and
without raising money, as entrepre-

where they all currently work. Rueter and Wang, who graduated from
UCLA in 2006, both have degrees
in economics. Gaan, who graduated
from California State University,
Long Beach in 2010, has his in sociology and statistics.
The co-founders each have a
skill that helped them create Collide—Wang has a background in
marketing, Gaan, who designed the
app, has his in design, and Rueter has
his in programming. Rueter started
to practice writing code for apps the
summer after he graduated, but most
of them were “hacks,” or small apps
he built forfun and learning purpose,
he said.
“Our different backgrounds have
allowed us to play to our strengths
and fulfill the workload necessary
to do a project like this. In coming
together, we’ve managed to combine
our strengths into a single, cohesive
product,” Rueter said. “Working
based on what we know and our
strengths has informed the process
for us. Our ultimate goal is to be the
go-to Christian dating app.” ¦

A visual investigation ofracial disparity at BC
By Sophie

Heights

Reardon

Staff

At Boston College, 86 percent of
faculty are white, while 14 percent
of tenure-track or tenured professors are of AHANA distinction. On
the other end of the lecture hall,
32 percent of students are African
American, Hispanic, Asian, or Native American, according to infographics posted around campus by
three graduate students in the Lynch
School of Education (LSOE).
The infographics were created in
response to a letter written in March
by Dean ofStudents Thomas Mogan
and Ines Maturana Sendoya, director
of the Thea Bowman AHANA and
Intercultural Center, that universally condemned racism in American
universities following racist chants
at the University of Oklahoma and
several nationwide incidents of police brutality. The students received
permission from the LSOE dean to
post the fliers.
By posting the infographics, the
students—Shaun Glaze, GSLOE T6,
Chad Olle, GSLOE ’l7, and Sriya
Bhattacharyya, GLSOE T6—hope to
raise awareness and solutions regarding issues onracism on campus.
“We saw the letter that BC wrote
responding to everything that’s
been going on, and we kind of had
mixed reactions to it,” Bhattacharyya said. “We felt happy that BC
responded in some way but also felt
like the letter made a whole lot of
contradictory statements. And just
given the amount of national media
attention to this issue, we thought
it was important to talk about it on
this campus.”
Glaze saw irony in the fact that
in the letter, BC promoted aremembrance for the March at Selma, but
the students who chose to protest

on campus received a punishment.

Similarly, the University encourages
students to go to the BCPD for issues
related to racism, she said.
“At least for me, one of the big
issues isn’t so much around race as it
is aroundracism and oppression, and
how the University responds to free
speech and other related actions and
protests,” Glaze said.
Glaze explained that after the letter came out, they were trying to find
a good way to respond to it, so they
decided to create the infographic to
promote dialogue.
Olle said that the three ofthem are
in a class called Critical Race Theory.
They were able, then, to use this project to dig deeperinto these issues and
be a little more critical.
“Something came from the University and from the leaders of the

86% of faculty are White.
Only 14% of tenure-track/tenured professors are People of Color.
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A report was filed
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32% of students are African American,
Hispanic, Asian, or Native American

8:39 a.m. A report was filed regarding damage to a property by graffiti
in Shea Field.
-
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T“ he problem is not recruiting Black and Hispanic professors, but retaining
them' -Richard Jefferson. Director, Office of Institutional Diversity

Monday, April 27

regarding harassing phone calls at
9 Lake St.

community can get involved in
eradicating racism.
One of the trio’s ideas is to have
the faculty be evaluated on their
integration of these issues into their
courses. They believe this would
then motivate the faculty and students to have these conversations
in a classroom setting.
Bhattacharyya explained that
they all went downtown to some
of the protests a few months ago.
Some of those protesters, she explained, were holding up mirrors.
They held them up in front of cops
and in front of the statehouse.
“In some ways I think our first
infograph is like holding up a mirror
to BC not to talk about thesethings,
but to examine ourselves and how
we perpetuate these problems,”
she said. ¦

i

POLICE BLOTTER
-

University, and we thought that was
important,” he said. “But we also
thought it was important that the
University was locating racism and
responses to racism in individuals,
and not taking responsibility for the
role that BC plays in perpetuating
this culture where it’s a little too
palatable to engage in some of these
racist behaviors.”
Glaze, Olle, and Bhattacharyya
believe now would be an ideal time
for BC to take leadership among
American universities by admitting
that racism does exist on campus.
In overcoming this shame, the
University would then be open to
making real changes, they said.
The trio plans to release a second infographic by the end of the
week, which will show ways in
which each member of the BC

A report was filed regarding an investigation at BCPD
Headquarters.
6:20 p.m.

What is the worst game of ‘odds’ you’ve

-

-

A report was filed

“I don’t believe in
odds.” —Riley Soward,
A&S ’lB
|

:

ever lost?

“Throwing a brick
through someone’s

window.”
•

regarding a suspicious person off

:

Meagan Pulica,

j CSOM’IB

campus.

5:01 p.m. A report was filed regarding a suspicious circumstance
at McGuinn Hall.
-

—

5:29 p.m.

A report was filed
regarding an actual fire in O’Neill

Plaza.

-

“I had to run outside in shorts and a
tank top in the snow

Source: The

Boston College
Police Department

for 15 seconds.”
—Emma

1

3

TOP

Mudstock will take place from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Thursday, April 30 in the Edmonds
parking lot. The 64 entered teams
will receive a free 2015 Mudstock
bucket hat and tank top. The
HHB
event is a preview to Modstock
lIB'-'fe-’'.
2015, headlined by Ludacris.

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Heights
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Allen,

“I had to propose to a
random girl and tell her
that I loved her.”
Clinton Tak,
A&S ’lB
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A meeting on real
estate economics
explained the Real Estate Investment
Trust (REIT), created in 1960, which

By Laura McLaughlin
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Millennial, are the “rental generation,” according to Bryce Blair, former
chairman and CEO of Avalonßay
Communities—they prefer to rent
rather than buy, even when it comes
to furniture and living spaces. This
tendency coupled with the rising average age of marriage will most likely
drive up the age at which people buy
homes, he said.
At the Corcoran Center for Real
Estate and Urban Action talk, Blair
projected trends in real estate shifting to more urban locations —this
is because the millennial generation
favors location over space, and urban
over suburban housing.
Tuesday night, the Corcoran Center for Real Estate and Urban Action
hosted a discussion on development,
with the Boston College Undergraduate Real Estate Club, Finance Academy, and the Investment Club. Blair,
along with Paul Ingrassia, BC ’BO and
managing director and group head
of Citigroup’s North American Real
Estate and Lodging Group, spoke to
students about their careers and experiences in the real estate business.
The Corcoran Centerfor Real Estate and Urban Action aims to involve
students in ethical real estate practices
that create change in areas with high
instances of poverty and crime, according to its mission statement.
Neither Ingrassia nor Blair knew
they wanted to go into the real estate
business when they were in college:
Ingrassia was a history major, and
Blair studied civil engineering at the
University of New Hampshire. After
college, Ingrassia received his law
degree at Fordham, and Blair worked
for an oil refinery. Neither enjoyedthe
professions they had been trainedfor,
although Blair liked the idea ofbuilding, he said.
When asked about weighing costs
and benefits of acquisitions, Blair

deals with commercial and financial
real estate and provides structure to
the real estate market. Because of this
regulator, prices are fairly competitive
but acquisitions tend to be low risk.
Avalonßay recently bought the Prudential apartments for about 130 million and put in more than that amount
to working on the buildings, and
much of the work is unquantifiable
like new roofs and other projects.
When asked about private versus
public companies, he explainedsome
of the benefits ofbeing public company, such as having access to public
and private debt and a long line of
credit. Ingrassia agrees with this, but
argues that private companies have a
greater degree of autonomy.
Both acknowledged that the real
estate market has a cycle of ups and
downs, which happen about every
six or seven years, and that good
cycles build on themselves as do bad
ones. Blair compared them to “childbirth”—it
is painful, but does not keep
people from having anotherchild and
going through it again—once they
forget about the pain.
Often companies don’t prepare
for busts even though they are bound
to happen, he said. Ingrassia agreed,
saying that therewill always be downturns like in 2008, after Sept. 11, and
even as far back as the 1600’s with the
high demand and then collapse of the
tulip market in the Dutch economy.
Financial panic has a “contagious effect” in industry, he said.
Blair explained that there was a
“period of euphoria” where people
were buying homes due to several
reasons including public policy which
encouraged this, and that home

ownership rose to an unprecedented
70 percent.

He says that this is actually the
normal rate which will probably
continue, and that the key is to have
capital to buy with during times of
downturnwhen things are cheap ¦
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The UN GIFT box on Stokes lawn is part of an effort to raise awareness and educate students about how close to home human trafficking can be.

Outside Stokes, a box on human trafficking
By

James Lucey
Heights Staff

At first glance, the 10-foot tall,
1,200-pound gift box sitting by the
Stokes lawn seems fairly innocuous or unthreatening—playful,
even—with its appealing exterior
embellishment ofcolorful wrapping
paper. The inside tells a different
story entirely. The interior walls are
adorned with the faces and stories
of survivors who have experienced
the evils of local human trafficking,
prostitution, and forced labor in a
close-to-home setting.
This exhibit is a joint effort on the
part of STOP THE TRAFFIK and
the United Nations Global Initiative
to Fight Human Trafficking (UN
GIFT) to raise awareness and promote education about the existence
of human trafficking all over the
world, and most importantly, in our
own backyards. The exhibit itself
was brought to campus as a feature
of last week’s Arts Fest by Rallying
Efforts Against Contemporary Trafficking (REACT) with support from
the BC Women’s Center in promotions, outreach, and volunteer
training, with institutional support
from various departments across
the University.
The installation aims to create
an accessible and interactive way
to introduce people to a worldwide

issue with domestic implications,
and to empower individuals to take
a stand. In this regard, interactivity
with the exhibit has been crucial to
its educational intentions.
“We joined together with Arts
Fest to have it premiere here and it
was very successful, we got a lot of
foot traffic,” said Alyssa Giammarella, president of REACT and A&S
T5. “A lot ofpeople who stop by are
also concerned about other issues
like fair trade and sexual assault, so
it ties in with a lot of on-campus issues that people care about, but also
it reaches that broader population
of people affected.”
An active part of the recent BC
Arts Fest and a recipient of major
support from the BC Arts Council,
the UN GIFT Box is, in itself, a piece
of “awareness art.” In other words,
the physical box itself is intended
as a metaphor for the subject, deliberately reflecting the deception
that lures many of the estimated 27
million individuals involved into the
dark world of human trafficking.
“The idea of it is that it looks like
a gift box on the outside—it’s
supposed to be enticing and sweet, and
you’re inclined to go check it out,”
Giammarella said on the function
of the structure itself. “But when
you go inside, it kind of looks like a
jail cell—it’s a metaphor, essentially,
for the promise of a better life or

the promise of something good,
but then you get inside and you’re
stuck.”
Asa worldwide movement, the
UN GIFT Box was launched almost
three years ago at the 2012 London
Olympics, but has only recently
found a home in the United States,
debuting in New York for the 2014
Super Bowl. This year, the box
established its presence in New
England, making stops at the University of Massachusetts Lowell and
the University of New Hampshire
before coming to BC for its first sojourn in the Boston area. The GIFT
Box will continue its Boston-area
tour this weekwith a stop at Faneuil
Hall as endorsed by the office of the
mayor ofBoston.
“The intention of this initiative
prevention
is
through awareness in
education,” said Deb O’Hara-Rusckowski, BC STM T4, an instrumental
figure in both bringing the UN
GIFT Box to campus and promoting this exhibit as a member of the
NGO Committee to Stop Trafficking in Persons (CSTIP) at the United
Nations. “So the goal is to have a box
in every single state.”
The potency of the GIFT Box is
derived in large part from its focus
on local issues rather thanworldwide
ones. The accounts of human trafficking and forced labor inscribed
within its walls, however, are those

of survivors not necessarily far from

home.
“This box is particular to New
England, if you look inside the
stories are about places like Boston,
Hartford, Dorchester,” Giammarella
said.
An ongoing effort, both Giammarella and O’Hara-Rusckowski acknowledge the success of the exhibit
on campus, citing active participation on the part of the student body
as essential to both the UN GIFT Box
initiative and the cause as a whole.
Contributions are highly encouraged from anyone with the desire
to play a part in the movement, and
can be made at either the “UN GIFT
Box New England” Facebook page
or with the River South Center in
Quincy, Mass., which has operated
as the Boston headquartersfor the
cause and has been responsible for
overseeing the New England campaign and success of the exhibit.
“The response has been very
positive,” Giammarella said. “People
are willing to stop by for a couple of
minutes and think, ‘oh wow, I didn’t
know this kind of thing was happening in Boston,’ and that’s the kind of
effect we want to have. It’s here to
educate and to raise awareness, but
also to start to empower people—to
get them to sign the petition and
understand that it’s an issue that happens. You can’t really miss it.” ¦

Honors student, Splash exec
earns Truman Scholarship
Truman, from A1
Marandola seriously consider

applying.

"ometimesit'sthesmallestdecisions

an

that c prett ymuch change yourlifeforeves."
-

Felicity Porter from Felicity, “Pilot”

“After investigating the program more over the course of
the summer, I came to realize

that its goals of encouraging
dedication to public service
and fostering leadership among
the next generation of public
servants reflected some of my
hopes for the kind of work I
would like to pursue in after
graduating from BC,” Marandola said.
Marandola’s academic interests surround American
politics—particularly education
politics and policy, constitutional law, political geography and
polarization, and the intersection of politics with American
popular culture.
She is a member of the Gabelli Presidential
Program,
the College of Arts and Sciences Honors Program, and the
Political Science Departmental
Honors Program.
Marandola’s involvement
within the BC community extends beyond the classroom,
however —she
serves as the
editor-in-chiefof Elements, BC’s
undergraduate research journal,
an executive board member for
BC Splash, and a member of the
Liturgy Arts Group.
Currently, she works as a
Junior Fellow within the Clough
Center for the Study of Constitutional Democracy, and an
UndergraduateResearch Fellow
for David Hopkins, a professor
in the political science depart-

in the Rhode Island Department
of Attorney General’s Criminal
Division.
She also completed a policy
research internship with the
Rhode Island Center for Freedom and Prosperity, a nonpartisan free enterprise think tank.

“I came to

realize that its
goals...reflected

of my
hopesfor the
kind of work I
some

would like to
pursue”
—Marissa

Marandola, A&S
’l6

-

The outcome of 2008s Arts & Review Editor
election is an engagement. Wishing you both
many years or happiness andlove!
Your Heights Friends
-

ment.

Beyond BC, Marandola has
worked as an intern in the Juvenile Justice Department and Office ofthe Court Appointed Special Advocate within the Rhode
Island Family Court system and

Her application for the Truman Scholarship dealt with

educational inequities and the
potential of educational choice

especially charter
schools, to alleviate them.
The application and selection
process for the program is-as
Marandola notes—extensive, beginning in the fall semester with
BC’s internal nomination process
and continuing until March with
the finalist interviews.
“I found the advising process
to be highly student driven, in
that it took shape primarily from
my questions as I undertook the
project of completing the application,” Marandola said.
Marandola noted the invaluable support the strong
faculty relationships she has
developed throughout her time
at BC afforded her throughout
the extensive process. Members
outside of the formal fellowmovements,

ships advising—which includes
Hayao, BC’s Truman coordinator, and Jason Cavallari, director

of University Fellowships—were
very generous with their time
and knowledge, she said.

“I am particularly indebted
to the Arts and Sciences Hon-

ors Program, whose incredible
faculty and curriculum taught
me how the moral system under
which I was raised so readily
translated into a life of active
love, or public service,” Marandola said.
She also expressed her
thanks to the Gabelli Presidential Scholars Program for
affording her the opportunity
to attend BC and to experience
public service in a tangible way
through the Summer Service
Learning Program.
For Marandola, this award
marks just the very beginning
of a career dedicated to public
service.
This summer, Marandola
will be returning to the Rhode
Island Center for Freedom and
Prosperity to work on education policy research, while also
interning in the policy division
of Rhode Island Governor Gina
M. Raimondo’s Office.
Following her graduation
from BC, Marandola hope to
attend law school and to pursue
a career in education law, policy,
and advocacy.
“I am humbled to have received an award that accords
so closely with the Jesuit values
that I experience on a daily
basis on the BC campus and to
join a community of colleagues
who share my commitment to
making the ideal of “men and
women for others” a reality in
their lives,” Marandola said. “It is
an honor to represent the school
and the state that I love as a 2015
Truman Scholar.” ¦
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Fuji brings sushi and taste of Japanese culture to Assembly Row
By

William Mennicken

Staff

Heights

temaki (handrolls), with options like
mango avocado and sweet potato,
are also offered to those with dietary

Jimmy Liang has been preparing
sushi for most of his life.
He started making the signature
Japanese dish when he was just 14 years
old, and quickly developed his talent to
become a head chef at age 18.
In 1998, he opened his first restaurant at 19 years old with his best
friend, Peter Tse. It was the Fuji
Restaurant in Wollaston, Mass, and
the surrounding area soon became
attached to this long-awaited Japanese
restaurant.

Just one year ago, the opening of
Assembly Row in Somervillebrought
an influx of several new restaurants
to the Allston neighborhood.
Many are continuations of Boston
classics, like Fuji, which is offering
customers a blend of Japanese sushi
and Southwestern Chinese Sichuan,
drawing customers from across the
city to the new hotspot.
Fuji’s first location was established
in Quincy in 1998, and has become a
popular Boston destination for Japanese cuisine ever since. With the addition of its Assembly Row restaurant,
JP Fuji Group now has 10 locations in
the Boston area.
Fuji’s new branch opened this
past November, and already has
been as successful as its Quincy and
Cambridge locations, argues Jimmy
Laing, the president, head chef, and
founder of JP Fuji Group. The new
spot features a main dining room, as
well as a sushi bar and drink bar to
attract customers.

“Assembly Row has been great so
far,” Laing said. “This location has
a huge growth potential and a great
environment.”
Although there is a wide variety of
other types of Asian cuisine offered,
Fuji at Assembly focuses mainly on
Japanese cuisine, especially sushi.
The spicy tuna roll is by far the
restaurant’s most popular item, and
has been a best-seller for 17 years
strong. Vegetarian maid (rolls) and

restrictions.

Gluten-free customers can let
the chef know if they need their dish
adjusted accordingly. “They just let
us know when they need something
prepared to be gluten-free, and we
can make it for them,” Laing said.
Other than sushi, Fuji offers other
tasty dinners like Sichuanese “Dried
Fried” Green Beans and Beef cooked
in the wok, as well as marinated ribeye
tips with zucchini and bell peppers.
Fuji offers an array of Bento boxes.
A lunchtime Bento box includes
white rice, Miso soup, salad, spicy
edamame, pork gyoza, shumai, sweet
potato & zucchini tempura, spicy tuna
maki, and chicken teriyaki. There are
bi-weekly specials at all of its locations as well.
They also offer classic desserts
with Fuji’s own special twist. They
make green tea tiramisu and fried
cheesecake, where each slice is fried
immediately before serving.
The fried dessert is such a hit that
“we go through at least two dozen
cheesecakes per week," Liang said.
Nina and Jimmy Liang both pride
themselves in the restaurant’s recent
success in the local neighborhood.
Fuji won Assembly Row’s recent
“Chowdah Pot” competition in January—competing
against five other
establishments and restaurants in
Assembly Row.
The restaurant also claimed first
place in Assembly Row’s “Bartender
Wars," an eight-week tournament pitting Assembly Row’s most qualified
bartenders up against each other.
Looking to the future, Fuji is hoping to become a staple in Assembly
Row, while continuing to draw in
customers from across the city to
experience its Japanese cuisine in the
new neighborhood.

Liang’s business has grown signifi-

cantly since its inception in 1998, and
he plans to keep sushi connoisseurs
flocking to his restaurant’s doors. ¦

WILLIAM MENNICKEN

My Boston summer resolutions
terms, volunteering, and our

Bennet Johnson
We all know about New Year’s
resolutions—the
ever-popular trend
of creating a lofty list of self-improvements every time January rolls
around. Here at Boston College, the
most obvious form of such resolutions can be found in the Plex, as bold
Plex-goers venture into the abyss of
the uncomfortably hot and sweaty
gym the first two weeks of the spring
semester, only to gradually fizzle out
once final exams season arrives.
I am not usually the type to make
resolutions at the end of the year
though—and I, too, have been known
to be unreliable with some of my goals
once I fall into a rut known all too well
by BC students. In the middle of mid-

clubs and

activities, we are so busy that we often
get sucked into a routine that causes
us to abandon our list of resolutions
altogether. The memories of our one
day of pure joy atop Heartbreak Hill
have quickly turned into pulling allnighters in the library.
Instead, summer is the perfect time
to plan new resolutions. As classes
wind down, friends leave for the
summer, and a mountain of work is
dumped on us in preparation for finals
that delay the promise of summer’s
freedom, thinking about the possibilities awaiting us beyond finals season
keeps us going. And for me, that
means taking advantage of the city in
our backyard.
I will be staying in Boston for the
summer. It was not a decision that
came easy for me. When I was little, I
had a hard time leaving home—even
if just for a week. I remember bursting into tears when I was picked up
from Camp Tanadoona, pleading to

/
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Fuji offers a variety of Japanese dishes. The spicy tuna roll is Fuji’s most popular menu item and has been a best-sellerfor 17 years.

,

from Roxy’s

my mom to not take me away from
the confines of the Minnesota suburbs
ever again. Minnesota has always been

my home, and leaving the Midwest
for an indefinite amount of time with
no return date in sight only makes me

miss it more.
Boston poses a different challenge.
I venture into the city from time to
time, but it never seems like enough.
There are so many more places to
explore, to wander. And given my
position on this newspaper and my
love for the city, my new resolutions
revolve around making the most of
Boston this summer:
Food trucks —l love food, and I’m
devastated that I have yet to eat at
a Boston food truck and experience
the city’s traditional love of mobile
eateries. The famous South End Open
Market @ SOWA attracts thousands
of locals flock each weekend, and the
24-foot-long, kitchens on wheels make
SOWA a global marketplace, and arguably Boston’s best summer lunch spot.

to exploring Chinatown

Bon Me, Roxy’s Grilled Cheese, and
Rami’s Food Truck are just some of the
local favorites that flock to the neighborhood. The Somerville Food Truck
Festival is another popular event that I
will not miss this summer.
Country music—As the popular
artist Brantley Gilbert says, “Country
must be country wide.” Boston’s country music scene is growing faster than
ever, and some of the ball-cap country
artists, like Florida-Georgia Line, Luke
Bryan, and Kenny Chesney—the latter
two of which both sold out Gillette
Stadium over the past two years —are
ushering in anew presence in New
England. Its newfound home in Boston
can be partially credited to the numerous outdoor, warm-weather summer
concerts and festivals—like
Zac Brown
Band taking over Fenway Park for a
long weekend. I’m a die-hard country
music fan, and its new-found home in
Boston makes events like the “Country
102.5’s Street Party” at the end of May,
and the dozens of outdoor concerts

coming to New England, can’t-miss
events.

Boston’s Neighborhoods —l’ve
taken many walks down Newbury St.,
and I’ve been to Boston Common, Faneuil Hall, and Mike’s Pastry dozens of
times. Those are great places to visit,
but they’re always full of tourists. Too
often we confine ourselves to the same
places when we have a massive city
within our grasps. I plan to explore
more of Boston’s neighborhoods and
hidden gems. I’m talking about places
like the South End, Chinatown, and
Cambridge—which each have anew
story to offer to this big, beautiful city.
Boston has so many stories to offer
in the summer. I only hope that I can
follow through on my new summer
resolutions and be able to entertain
you all with fun Metro-related stories
next semester. See you in the fall.

Bennet Johnson is the Metro Editor
for The Heights. He can be reached
at metro@bcheights.com

Governor Baker proposes new legislative regulations on Uber, Lyft
By Magdalen

Sullivan

Heights Editor
Über

s business plan thus far has been

the law—or at least it looked
that way to Stephen Regan, the spokes-

to ignore

man for the Massachusetts Regional Taxi

Advocacy Group, in an interview with The
Boston Globe.
Massachusetts GovernorCharlie Baker,
however, has introduced a bill that ridesharing companies like Über simply cannot

MEL EVANS / AP PHOTO

Über

has welcomed the new ride-sharing regulations, while taxis plan to fight the bill.

ignore—“An Act Establishing Department
of Public Utilities Oversight of Transportation Network Companies.”
Baker’s recently proposed legislation categorizes transportation network
companies (TNCs), such as Über or Lyft,
as subject to state regulation under the
authority of the Department of Public
Utilities (DPU).
Taxi lobbyists plan to fight the bill,
continuing to claim that TNCs should
be subject to the same regulations as taxi
companies, which slash the taxi business’
income by requiring expensive tax medallions.
Über, on the other hand, has publicly
welcomed the new regulations.
“We thank Governor Baker and his
administration for supporting riders and
drivers and for promoting innovationin the
Commonwealth,” Über said in a statement
to Bostlnno.
The bill calls for driver background
checks to be done by both the individual
TNCs and Massachusetts officials, allow-

ing the state to reject driverswith criminal
records.
TNCs would be subject to a tax for the
cost of oversight by the state. They would
also need to preserve their existing insurance deals and exposethemselves to annual
inspections.

The law does not specify, however,
which criminal acts would justify the banning of a driver. Nor does it indicate how
the TNC would compute the required
tax.

If the bill passes in the Legislature, the
DPU would spend the following six months
addressing these ambiguities—almost
guaranteedto be under the intense scrutiny
of the lobbyists of taxi companies.
Über has recently been at the center of
numerous lawsuits in Boston. The company
had several incidents in the past year with
alleged sexual assaults on riders by their
drivers.
In Lebruary, Abderrahim Dakiri, 36,
was arrestedfor sexualassaulting a 30-yearold woman in Boston.

Last December, Alejandro Done, 46,
was charged with raping and kidnapping
a woman. Although it is unclear if he was
working for Über at the time of the assault,
he had worked for Über in the past.
Under the proposed law, TNCs would
be required to periodically put forward a
list of drivers and their addresses, to the
DPU.
After it has completed background
checks of the drivers, the bill states that
the DPU could then “order a transportation
network company to revoke the permit
of a transportation network driver, and
to report to the department immediately
upon having done so, upon receipt of information indicating that the driver is not
suitable to provide transportation network
services.”
The battle between the taxi industry and
TNCs has been constant since ride-sharing
services’ emergence in the few years. With
this aggressive reform in his first year as
governor, Baker is not just joining this
fight—he plans on settling it. ¦
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New Thai restaurant fills void left by former Bluestone Bistro
By Colin

Couch

Heights Staff

When Chilli Thai Bistro opened its doors
last month, it was faced with the challenge
of filling the shoes of the beloved Bluestone
Bistro, a pizza shop which had become a
local mainstay in Brighton, Mass.
Chilli Thai Bistro, boasting a wide array
of Thai food pleasing to both the eye and
stomach, aims to garner the same amount
of patronage that was faithfully given to
Bluestone Bistro—“a
pizza shop for 30
years,” Nuch Kittitrakul, the co-owner of
Chilli Thai Bistro, said. With reliable, delicious staples like Pad Thai and fried rice,
Chilli Thai Bistro appeals to customers
who are familiar with Thai cuisine and
those who are newcomers to Thai food.
Sporting both spicy and non-spicy options
in a price range affordable for the average
college student, the menu at Chilli Thai
Bistro allows for more adventurous diners
to explore Thai cuisine, while also providing comforting,well-known items for more
timid customers.
While Chilli Thai Bistro moved into
1799 CommonwealthAve. in Brighton only
three weeks ago, the restaurant is the product of over 13 years of culinary experience
in and around Boston and Northampton,
Mass.
“I moved here in February, and we
took a month and a half for renovations,
construction, and to do everything,” Kittitrakul said.
Before opening Chilli Thai Bistro, Kittitrakul and her partner owned another
three restaurants in Northampton, and
had their sights set on a location in Bos-

ton that was accessible to both the college

demographic and the local residents of
the Brighton neighborhood. Kittitrakul
looks to win the love—and patronage—of
these Brighton natives, having already
won over the many college students that
come through the doors of Chilli Thai
Bistro.
“The customer base is a lot of students
from BC,” Kittitrakul said. “Normally, the
people around here don’t know us—they
don’t know that we opened. It’s been a pizza
shop for 30 yearsand then we changed it to
Thai, and nobody knows yet.”
This feat should be no trouble for Kittitrakul and Chilli Thai Bistro. With the
desire to introduce a family-owned restaurant with strong Thai culinary heritage and
Western fusion dishes to the surrounding
area of Brighton, Chilli Thai Bistro’s business is already steadily “increasing,” Kittitrakul said. By providing the same local,
familiar atmosphere that Brighton residents
enjoyed with Bluestone Bistro, paired with
the introduction of both spicy and nonspicy Thai flavors, Kittitrakul and Chilli
Thai Bistro are crafting a fresh, welcomingly
familiar beginning in Brighton.
According to Kittitrakul, “a lot of
students love Pad Thai, drunken noodles,

and fried rice,” which are all comfortably
situated on the mild to medium side of the
heat spectrum. Drunken Noodles, an entree destined to become a classic due to its
stir-fry familiarity and especially amusing
name to certain hungry late-night diners,
consists of authentic Thai rice noodles stir
fried with a combination of not-too-hot
chili soy sauce, chicken, red and green
peppers, bamboo shoots, carrots, and

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHILLI THAI BISTRO

Chilli Thai Bistro moved into its new home three weeks ago, and is offering both spicy and non-spicy dishes to its customers.
basil leaves. The large menu at Chilli Thai
Bistro acts as a sort of ladder, with the
classics of Pad Thai, fried rice, and college
student-targetedDrunken Noodles at the
bottom, while dishes steeped in genuine,
palpable Thai heritage such as Nam Sod
and Pad See-ew.
The menu conveniently displays the
spice rating of each dish, preventing firsttime or inexperienced diners from setting
their mouth on fire during their first
culinary experience at Chilli Thai Bistro.
For fans of spicy food, the spiciest dishes
on the menu are the “Ocean’s Wave” for

seafood and the “Siam Duck.” “That would
be spicy, very spicy,” Kittitrakul added.
Ocean’s wave is an assortment of
seafood—large shrimp, scallops, and
mussels—sauteed
with veggies in a hot
chili sauce. If seafood is not up your spicy
alley, then the Siam Duck, made up of
thick slices of duck sauteed with veggies
in a hot chili sauce is also a delectable
choice for those with more impressive
stomach abilities. Although these two
dishes are stellar, satisfying choices, the
menu is divided into sections that present a vast amount of Thai food selections,

with two sections devoted to lunch and
dinner specials. Chilli Thai Bistro’s wide
selection is sure to appeal to fans of both
spicy and non-spicy food, and those simply looking for bona fide Thai cuisine.
Looking to the future, Kittitrakul and
her partner have plans for expansion
through online delivery. “We are going to
do the delivery online and we are going
to send food on-demand to BC, to your
dorm,” Kittitrakul said. Once Chilli Thai
Bistro establishes itself in Brighton, it
hopes to begin the online delivery service
in the near future. ¦

From chowder to cheese: thinking about returning to the past
easy train ride away, and the only
shore in sight will be Lake Michigan.

Archer Parquette
My time exploring Boston and
writing fascinatingly entertaining
columns has reached an end, for
now.

The students of Boston College
will soon be spread across the world
like a plague, returning home or continuing their journeys elsewhere. No
longer will I be stopped in the streets
by my legions of devoted readers,
begging me to impart my wisdom.
Because of this, I’ve decided to
devote the final 800 words I’ve been
allotted to one of the few serious
things I have to say. (I’ve also decided
to write more than the 800 words
I’ve been allotted because I’m a rebel
and can’t be restrained by “the man.”)
These serious column moments are
few and far between, so sit up and
pay attention, you scallywags.
As my first year of college comes
to a close, I find myself preparing to
return to my home for a longer period of time than the measly breaks
we’ve had throughout the year. For
three months, Boston won’t be an

The mighty tower they call “Pru”
will be nowhere in view. You might
think that this would leave me lost, a
stranger in a strange land.
“Archer’s columns are so insightful and entertaining,” you say, “His
innate understanding of everything
Boston is so pure—he must fall apart,
weeping like a small child, whenever
he’s away.”
Wrong. You are wrong, just like
always. The cow-filled fields of Wisconsin are the place I call Home, and
that is where I will be for those three
months, making the most out of the
summer, the beautifully odorous smell
of cheese ever-present in my nostrils.
After my extended absence, this
upcoming return to the town, to the
state I call Home brings with it an
onrush of feelings.
These feelings remind me of the
times when I find myself sinking into
a painful, yet comforting, sort of
nostalgia. It’s almost as though a portion of myself exists here, in my life,
while another maintains a constant
existence within the past, one I am all
too ready to return to.
Don’t get me wrong, this isn’t an
escape. I’m enjoying my time here at
BC more than I ever thought I would,
but I still find myself yearning for a
past that has floated away.

In these moments, my mind floods
with memories, images. Lights in the
darkness. A cool breeze. Impossibly
pure sunlight. Rainy bus rides. Gravel
parking lots and easy laughter. Like
photographs ofmy existence and
everything it has meant.
Pursuing my past, this nostalgia,
this feeling that grips at my chest
and won’t let go, there is something
there, something perfect, surreal, and
constant. A vein of energy and youth,
moments

forever taken and idealized

within myself. It’s difficult to put a
label on whatever this is, but I believe
it is the truth behind what we refer to
as Home.
College serves almost as a cultivator, a tiller. We are thrown under the
sharp teeth, wrenched away from
comfort and familiarity. This process
forces us to become our own person
and confront who we are. In the middle of the constant assignments, tests,
meetings, parties, lunches, or trips
wanderingthrough Boston, our true
goal is to develop as a person, to grow
morally. This entire process takes us
awayfrom Home, from that feeling
we may always be searching for, and
confronts us with the world, and with
who we are supposed to be.
At the risk of looking like the kind
of useless hippie I love to bash, I’m
going to quote a line from a song by
Noah Gundersen.

“You discover that home is not
a person or place, but a

feeling you

can’t get back.”
This is heart-wrenchingly true and
has existed since the beginning of
time. This may sound like the most
depressing thing you’ve ever heard,
and maybe it is. But if there’s one
thing you can learn from this, it is the
unalterable fact that everything will
always be changing and nothing you
love will stay the same for your entire
life. If you can’t accept this, you are
doomed to live a life of pain and disappointment. Sorry to break it to you.
As the old phrase goes, “You can
never go home again.” This is one
of the hardest things to cope with,
but one of the most important. Our
past is gone, looking back on it may
be painful and it may be comforting,
but either way it is something that no
longer exists. The only thing we can
do about it is to remember that we’re
living in what will, terribly soon, become our past and act accordingly.
Now, I find myself looking back
to the Home I knew in my youth, and
years from now I will still look back at
it, but I’ll also look back at the years
I spent at BC, and I’m sure that same
feeling, the current of Home, will run
through my mind. I’ll think about
wandering the cobblestone streets
of Boston, of my 1991 Buick Regal,
my bookstore visits, my seafood

experiences, and the rain falling on
the streets. In those slices of life, I’ll
search for the constant current, the
feeling that affirms that I found something important here.
Your experiences are, no doubt,
different from mine (we can’t all live
the mile-a-minute, international intrigue-filled life I’m used to), but our
outcomes are much the same. We’re
all trying to go back Home, and finding that we can’t, we’re all trying to
carve out anew existence with every
passing day, overcoming the fear
within ourselves. We’re all amazingly
fortunate to be where we are, in the
city of Boston, attending college. Take
time throughout this last week to appreciate that. Take a final trip to the
city. Enjoy what you have.
Allow yourselves your moments
of nostalgia—they’re beautiful things,
but keep looking forward. Keep looking at your ultimate goal and reach it.
These painfully regressive attempts to
return to a home that no longer exists, these are moments where we can
see ourselves for who we claim to be.
What is it we’re running to? Where
are we trying to return to? And, ultimately, where are we trying to go?

Archer Parquette is an editor for
The Heights. He can be reached at
metro@bcheights.com

Boston’s most stylish will convene at The Mall at Chestnut Hill
By

Joanna Yuelys

For The Heights
Vibrant and inviting window disa grandiose hall, featuring
highlights from the newest spring
and summer clothing lines. Trendy,
young professionals scan storefronts
and finger through sales racks, past
pastels, and peplums.
The Mall at Chestnut Hill is always
busy with shoppers hoping to score
the most recent trends and, situated
right outside Boston, it has become
a popular destination for the city’s
professionals.
Although many of its stores are
higher end retailers, the Mall recognizes the dynamic between fashion
and the professional—a relationship
that will be the focus of the Mali’s
“High Tea Runway” fashion show and
event this weekend.
This coming Sunday, Boston Globe
Magazine will be hosting an event
honoring the 10th Annual Most Stylish Bostonians at the Mall at Chestnut
Hill. Some proceeds from the event
will go to support “Dress for Success
Boston,” an organization focused

plays line

on aiding disadvantaged women in

initiate and develop their professional

pursuing careers that will make them
financially secure.

careers.

“Not only can you see the latest in
spring styles, but you can help other
women get the business attire they

need to succeed in their careers,” Jane
Bowman, vice president of marketing
& sales development at Boston Globe
Media Partners said in the press release for the event.
In addition to offering their suiting
programs that work to eliminate the
barriers that poverty and economic
dependence can pose on females
searching for employment, Dress for
Success acts as a career center for
women who do not have resources and
support systems elsewhere.
Their programs range from providing clothes for interviews to job
training and assistance in career advancement.

Their leadership, employment retention, and career center programs
have helped a multitude of women
network and develop their careers in
a collaborative and meaningful way.
Cumulatively, the Dress for Success offices have helped over 850,000 women

“It’s a good cause, something that’s
helping other women get ahead,

helping other women get back on
their feet,” said Kimberly Todd, the
executive director for Dress for Success Boston.
Although Dress for Success has had
a successful and sweeping presence
locally, the non-profit is not exclusive
to Boston. There are 140 Dress for
Success offices, termed “affiliates,” in
19 countries, all of which take into
account the local culture and environment when initiating their programs.
The boutiques have become quite
well known, and through donations
they have provided outfits that help
women feel comfortable and professional at their interviews.
Women can not only find fashionable and well-fitting clothes that they
require for an interview and the hiring
process, but they can also utilize the
programs upon employment and during their time in the workforce.
“This year we will serve our
10,000th woman, so we’re very excited
about that,” Todd said, speaking about

the Boston office specifically.
Dress for Success hopes to initiate female leadership, equality, and
confidence through the importance of
careers and professionalism. All of its
client services, from leadership programs to employee retention classes,
embody the company’s mission and
founding ideals.
“Our vision is a world where
women do not live in poverty. We
strive for a world where all women are
financially independent, are treated
with dignity and respect and are directly impacting their lives and those
of their families,” reads the mission of
the global non-profit.
Highlighting local professionals
from the city’s fashion scene, “High
Tea Runway” is an appropriate outlet
to promote the ideals that Dress For
Success Boston is founded on.
The Boston Globe announced a list
of Boston’s 2015 Most Stylish in its
April 12 magazine.
The list encompasses people involved in both the corporate side of
fashion as well as artists outside of
the industry, producing a compilation
with great variety in their personal

expression.

Those featured at the event will
include Alina Roytberg and Lev
Glazman, cofounders of Fresh, a
cosmetics company that has achieved
widespread recognition for its luxurious products. “Getting dressed is like
building a building,” Roytberg asserts
in an interview with The Globe. “It’s all
about your underpinnings and lingerie
and your shoes, because that’s where
it begins.”
For each ticket sold to this Sunday’s
fashion show and luncheon, Dress for
Success receives $2O in proceeds toward continuing to aid women thrive
in the professional sphere despite
economic disparity.
The fashion show will feature spring
collections from Bloomingdale’s and all
of the looks will be put together by Rachel Raczka, who is a fashion contributor for The Boston Globe and worked
on media coverage for the event.
Looking forward, the show plans
to celebrate the many members of the
Boston fashion scene on Sunday, from
those who set the local trends to those
who can use clothing and style to create opportunity.
¦
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“There is no real ending. It’s just the place where you stop the story’.’
-Frank Herbert (1920-1986), American author

LGBTQ resource center
The creation of a LGBTQ resource

University as a place of both spiritual
reflection and important conversations—it wouldopen up anew space
for students to reflect on identity and
relationships. The creation of such a
center, however, is not as simple as an
annual viral campaign, and will require
the sustainedefforts ofstudent leaders
and BC faculty.
An initiative titled “For Here All
Are One” campaign was launched
Tuesday. The campaign included a
letter, petition, and video that call for
the creation of an LGBTQ resource
center on campus. Current students
and alumni who signed the petition
pledged that they would not donate
money to the University until the establishment of a designatedcenter for
students who identify as LGBTQ.
The letter, written by Nanci FioreChettiar, outgoing president of the
UndergraduateGovernmentofBoston
College (UGBC) and A&S ’l5, acknowledges the fact that the creation
of an LGBTQ resource center wouldbe
the endresult in a series ofincremental
goals. The lack of LGBTQ resources
is more of an institutional problem
rather than something individualprofessors and administrators opposed,
according to Fiore-Chettiar.
“What I felt is there are a lot of
administrators who want to support
the community and do in the ways that
their job allows them, but at the end
of the day they are representatives of
the University and have to represent
University values,” she said.
Fiore-Chettiar pointed out that
BC would not be trailblazing a path
of LGBTQ rights in a Jesuit school,
a place that, according to its values,
should be promoting justice for all
people. Both Georgetown University
and Santa Clara University—two Jesuit schools—have establishedsimilar
centers for those that do not fit into
the heteronormativecategory over the
past several years.
Administrators, however, emphasize the resources BC does have—a
retreat for LGBTQ students, as well
as mentoring programs.Dean of Students Thomas Mogan said Wednesday
that the Office of the Dean ofStudents
does not currently see the need for
a designated center specifically for
LGBTQ needs. Current LGBTQ programs are housed in several offices
across the University. The GLBTQ
Leadership Council, under umbrella
organization UGBC, offers some programs, as does the Office of the Dean
of Students.
But without one comprehensive
office to hold all of those programs,
there’s little organization or singular
vision for these offices. The Women’s
Center (WC), for example, has been
instrumental in reformingBC’s culture
to be more safe, open, and emotionally
supportive for female students. It has
successfully brought national conferences in women’s leadership to the
University, and serves as an essential
space for dozens of initiatives at BC.
The LGBTQ community cannot
organize itself in any such way. University approval for programs that
support LGBTQ groups is inconsistent, and without a secure place or
a dedicated full-time director at the
school, there is difficulty executing
long term goals. LGBTQ programs
on campus are in a constant struggle
for survival, with their leaders forced
to toe the line to ensure the limited
offerings available to BC students at
the moment are not curbed.
Enthusiasm for the “For Here All

The views expressed in the above editorepresent
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Heights, as discussed and written by the

This petition is a first
step in encouraging
current students
to collaborate with

adminstrators

toward a long term
goal, and speak
publicly about its
creation.
Liberation Week. They also host
Journeys, an LGBTQ retreat similar to
Spectrum, the retreat currently hosted
by the DOS, and also offer mentorship
programs similar to BC.
The creation ofsuch a center at BC
does not need to be a reach—goal. It
could simply be a way of formalizing
and centralizing services already
offered, and making sure that undergraduates in this community are
receiving the professional resources
similar to those allocated to many
other groups currently on campus.
Though the deliveryof the message
was dramatic, the actual enactment
of an LGBTQ resource center would
not be a major shift in terms of programming. What it would concretely
say, however, is that the University
supports the developmentof LGBTQ
students, and welcomes conversation
on relationships and identity. Such a
center need not be viewed as a hindrance to the University’s mission,
but rather would complement and
expand the programs and resources
it already offers to students. Sending
mixed signals on the institution’s view
of its undergraduates, their passions,
and their beliefs, however, will stifle
its growth far beyond what any cuts
to the donorbase ever could.
As freshman at Convocation, we
were asked to set the world aflame.
It’s time we ask our University to do
the same, and take a bold step toward
better supporting its students.
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Are One” campaign will likely wane
in time, the links to the petition on
Facebook will be bumped down timelines, and stress over finals and summer plans will again take precedent.
This first initiative is viral by design,
burning bright and capture attention
in a very specific, concise window of
time. Especiallywith the recent focus
on the Supreme Court hearing the issue of same-sex marriage in June, this
seems like the perfect moment for
students to release a video supporting
similar issues on campus. But, viral
videos do not have a longenough shelf
life to affect the change necessary in
creating a comprehensive center for
LGBTQ needs.
This is a bold move by outgoing
seniors—they can use their influence
as future, potential donors to continue
having an impact on the University. For
students that still attend BC, however,
it is important that we pick up where
the class of 20f5 left off, and realize
this goal without a plan to enact it will
simply starve this institutionofmoney
it could use to create such a center.
This petition is a first step in encouraging current students to collaborate with administrators toward
a long term goal, and speak publicly
about its creation.
In 2008, Georgetown University
was the first Jesuit university to establish an LGBTQ resource center, in
2008 and can offer a model of Jesuit
school successfully working within
its mission while supporting LGBTQ
students. Their center provides programming, support, and advocacy,
including Pride Month and Gender

FRANCISCO RUELA

Letter in Response to VPSA Barb
Recently, I was made aware ofVPSA Barb Jones’s
letter to the editor that was published in April 16
issue of The Heights. I appreciated Chris Marchese’s
subsequentresponse regarding freedomof expression on campus, and wanted to build on that by
addressing one other piece of Barb Jones’s letter,
unrelated to expressive freedom, that I could not
ignore.
In Jones’s LTE she explains Boston College’s
refusal to divest from fossil fuels, writing, “students
have been told that the University is opposed to
divestment on the grounds that the BC endowment exists to advance the academic mission of
the University and is not a tool to promote social
or political change.” This is, quite frankly, pure
nonsense. How can the academic mission of the
University possibly be separated from promoting
social and/or political change? If we are to fully
achieve BC’s academic mission, it requires more
than simply an understandingof our world. It also
requires action —it requires a commitment to using
the information we have gainedto better the world.
A tunnel-vision focus on sheer “academics,” which
I am assuming refers to classroom learning, is in
direct contrast to the many programs and offices
BC supports in its dedication to the formation of
the whole person, and not just the formation of
the student. The PULSE Program, for example,
combines academics with a service learning component, thus encouraging students to pair philosophical and theological texts and discussions in
the classroom with real life experiences intended
to promote social justice. BC’s refusal to divest on
The Heights welcomes Letters to the Editor not exceeding 400
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Jones

the grounds that the BC endowment is not meant
to promote social or political change is completely

contradictory to BC’s mantra of encouraging students to be “men and women for others,” and an
extremelyweak argument against divestment.It is
hypocritical for BC to expect its students to search
for truth and to work toward social justice if the
University itself is unwilling to act as an example
for students to follow.
Further, if we allow the continued destruction
of our planet by doing nothing to counteract current unsustainable trends, eventuallyBC will have
no students, no campus, and no academic mission
to pursue. I have full confidence in BC’s ability to
find companies to invest in that do not destroy
our Earth. According to the Ethical Investment
Guidelinesfor the endowment:“Boston College is
a Jesuit, Catholic institution of higher education. In
the management of its investments, Boston College
reflects the ethical, social, and moral principles inherent in its mission and heritage. In particular, the
University is firmly committed to the promotion
of the dignity of the individual, personal freedom,
and social justice. The Board of Trustees desires
thatBoston College investments be handled in accordance with these principles so that gains from
investments will not be derived from fraud, abusive
power, greed, or injustice.”
What could be more clear?
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to the newspaper.
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We’re not here to learn: problems with the core

Alis Dicpinigaitis

CASEY NEISTAT’S VIDEO BLOG

-

Casey Neistat is a filmmaker based
out of New York City, doing tons of

advertising work in the past with
Nike, Mercedes Benz, and J. Crew.
With everything else going on in
his life right now—having a kid,
starting anew company, travelling the world—it’s incredible that
he has time to shoot and edit his
own daily video blog. Each one is
its own special vignette, starting
with a piece of non-cliche, Casey
Neistat advice (personal favorite is
Casey’s theory that Monday is the
best day of the week and Friday
is the worst), and goes through a
day as he zips across NYC, where
even the more meaningless stuff
like meetings are made to seem
interesting. Next time you’re looking to kill time in the library, take a
10-minute break to watch his most
recent upload, and get back at it
with anew bout of energy.
You got this. After all the
work you put in, it’s going to be as
easy as lines at Eagles during offFINALS

-

peak times.
THE SEMESTER BEING OVER We
need sleep. And showers where
we don’t have to wear shoes. And
meals that don’t cost $l5 but taste
like they cost $5. And to not have
to drink coffee to just maintain
functionality. We’re burning out,
we know it. As the semester draws
to a close, we know we will miss
the people here, and the teachers,
and the campus (when there’s not
20 feet of snow on the ground) but
it’s going to be nice returning to
more familiar places.
-

Most students at Boston College shared a
similar first take on the education we receive:
we all heard the inspirationalspeech given
by Rev. Michael Himes on the first day of
freshman orientation in Robsham Theater,
in which he underscored the importance of
an undergraduate liberal arts education and
highlighted what that education ought to
include. Within the pithiness of the brilliant
speech was the notion that the undergraduate experience is akin to a dialogue, a fouryear “ongoing conversation,” in which the
aggregate of our experience is the sum of all
the consonance and dissonance of everything
that we learn here. Himes highlighted a
holistic, humanistic education, one driven by
intrinsic motivation, that is, learning for the
sake of learning and nothing else. Two years
into my BC experience, I have learned that is
not the case.
Assertion I: BC limits students in exploring their academic interests through the core
curriculum.
Suppose a student wishes to pursue an
interdisciplinary minor, as many students do
at BC. Concerning interdisciplinary minors,
the student handbook writes: “Students may
use one core course or one course from their
major toward the minor. Students carrying
a double major are advised not to minor.”
Conceivably, a student can successfully complete a double major along with a minor (and
fulfill core requirements at that) in four years
here at BC, assuming that he cross-counts

courses.

Suppose a student wishes to pursue a
double major in a science (i.e. biology) and a
humanities discipline (i.e. English or history).
He may cross-count courses to fulfill both the
core and major requirements. For example, a
course entitled “Law, Medicine, and Ethics”
fulfills requirements for a biology degree
as well as for a philosophy or theology core

credit. Applying this framework, a student
can also count that course for the Medical
Humanities minor, a perfecdy legitimate
desire for someone interested in both the
sciences and the humanities. This, however,
becomes impossible because of the stipulation referenced above, the restriction on
cross-counting courses. Students are forcibly
torn away from their interests to pursue other
aspects ofthe core.
Amherst College is often considered the
quintessentialexample of a small, elite liberal
arts college. It does not require a core, and,
in fact, students need not major in anything
with general liberal arts degree the skills
offers. The problem with mandating a core is
that it implicitly means that a college selects
students who they are not confident will
appropriately and maturely take advantage
of the classes offered. We are not trusted to
pursue the diverse interests we have, and
thus we are forced to do so. The administration watches over us like a frustrated parent
hovers over a fourth grader who begrudgingly completes a math worksheet. Places like
Amherst work because students are given the
freedom to pursue what they want with no
restrictions. They don’t need a babysitter, and
they thrive without one.
Assertion II: The disparity between
teacher difficulty makes course selection a
game not of substance.
It is likely that BC’s Professor Evaluation Profile System (PEPs) is the single
most frequented website when it comes to
course selection. Researching teachers on
its own absolutely has its merits, but the
PEPs fixation at BC speaksto a broader
reality that students choose courses based
almost exclusively on the professor: that is
the “game.” The substance and value of a
course is subordinated to the difficulty of
the instructor teaching it. A student worries
about a difficult instructor, and reasonably
so, because he does not want to get a “bad
grade” or lower GPA. Using this logic, then,
course selection can be predicated entirely on
external motivation, assigning grades as the
teleology of undergraduate education. There
is no place for “learning for learning’s sake”
within this framework.

April 24 [ ?]

possible, because they could

get away with it. “After all,” he said, “who
today speaks ofthe annihilation of the Arme-

nians?” Until all genocide is condemned, until
civilization shows that such immoral actions

THE SEMESTER BEING OVER

-

You’re

going to miss everything about
college. We know. We are, too.

Especially with things getting
warmer, the trees in full bloom,
and a routine just recently being
established because of all of the
snow days breaking things up,
we don’t feel quite ready to leave
Boston College. It’s heartbreaking,
because we’re never ready for some
of the good things in our life to
leave, ever.

SQUIRRELS Have you seen the
squirrels on this campus? Abso-

lute savages. It wouldn’t be too
surprising if you saw a squirrel
dive headfirst into one of the many
outdoor trash cans around here
sometime during your four years.
They’re also way too comfortable
with human presence for their own
good, and it’s only a matter of time
before they come up and steal that
New England Classic right from
your mouth.
UNTILTHE FALL - Be safe,
bold,
be
and live a summer that
you’ll want to tell stories about
10 years from now. See you in the
fall, BC.

LASTTU/TD

Like Thumbs Up,
Thumbs Down?
Follow us
@BCTUTD

On April 24,1915, under the cover of
World War I, the leaders of the Ottoman
Empire began a campaign to “Turkify” their
domain. They decided to exterminate their
Armenian subjects, eliminating this Christian
population from its ancestral homeland.
Throughout the ensuing spring and summer,
Armenians throughout the empire were systematically annihilated, either massacred outright or destroyed by disease and exposure.
By the time the Ottoman Empire collapsedin
1918, close to 1.5 million Armenians—over
half the prewar population—had perished.
Thousands of monasteries, churches, schools,
and libraries were destroyed, erasing an
ancient cultural heritage from the land where
it was born.
According to genocide scholars, the
eighth and final stage of genocide is denial.
Unfortunately, 100 years later, modern Turkey
is still caught in this phase. The nation has
undergone what a recent front-page story in
the New York Times called “a process of Turkification: a feat of social engineering based
on an erasure of the past and the denial of a
multiethnic history’ Turkey refuses to admit
a genocide occurred, and lobbies vigorously
worldwide to prevent acknowledgement of
this historical fact.
Turkey’s denial has made healing impossible for descendants of the genocide’s survivors. Scattered from Beirut to Boston, their
wounds are still open, and their pain—the
mingled pain of death and of a lost homeland—is immeasurably deepenedby denial.
Armenians cannot carry their burden alone.
They need the world to know what happened
and to vow that it will never happen again.
Recognition is not only for Armenians—it’s for all of humanity. When the world decided to forget the Armenian Genocide, more
incredible atrocities followed, most of them
unpunished, such as Nazi Germany, Pol Pot’s
Cambodia, Rwanda, Darfur, and the terrorist
group that calls itselfthe Islamic State (ISIS)
today. Hitler used the world’s forgetfulness
as justification for his crimes. Immediately
before invading Poland, he told his generals

will not be accepted, the world’s criminals and
murderers will feel comfortable committing
brand new atrocities.
President of the United States Barack
Obama generally seems like a high-minded
leader—someone who understands the incandescent power of telling the truth, who knows
that dishonesty poison everything it touches.
And indeed, as a candidate for president in
2008, he took an admirable stance on the Armenian Genocide. “An official policy that calls
on diplomats to distort the historical facts is
an untenable policy’ he said. “As President I
will recognize the Armenian Genocide.” Armenians rallied to his cause—believing they
had found a kindred spirit, they overwhelming ly supported him in the election.
But as president, Obama has bowed to
pressure from Turkey. He hasresorted to
euphemisms and dodges, insultingly using
the Armenian term Medz Yeghern (great
tragedy) to describe what happened in 1915.
This year, the 100thcommemoration of the
genocide, his administration announced it
was considering keeping its promise, and Armenians prepared to embrace him anew. But,
Obama released the exact same statement as
past years, submitting once again to Turkey’s
denialist agenda.
According to an analysis published in Vie
Guardian, there was internal disagreement
within the administration, with some advisors
arguing that Obama should keep his promise
and others claiming that Turkish anger over
such a move would hamper efforts to cooperate in operations against ISIS.

This is a false argument for three reasons.
Turkey’s behavior does not befit an
ally, it is engaged in very little meaningful
cooperation with the United States. According to Turkish analyst Bulent Aliriza, the
two nations are on very different pages as
regarding Middle Eastern policy: “There are
growing doubts over whether the U.S. and
Turkey share the same priorities and even
whether they share the same goals,” he said in
October. “Even when it comes to defining the
enemy—there is no common enemy’
Indeed, according to a former ISIS
commander interviewed by Newsweek in November, “ISIS [sees] the Turkish army as its
First,

classes.
Assuming the premise of a liberal arts
education is to expose students to disciplines that they would otherwise avoid (for
example, a student studying English may have
an aversion to mathematics or science), then
that also means putting students out of their
proverbial academic “comfort zones.” Life
teaches us that sometimes things are difficult,
but that they must be done anyway.
Yet, the core curriculum even lets you
escape this. Students who don’t really want
to take mathematics don’t have to: they take
“Ideas in Math.” Students who don’t want
to take science, don’t have to: they can take
“Geoscience.” It is a little unsettling hearing
from friends of mine in these classes who’s
grades in the high 90s and extra credit worth
up to 40 exam points—academic cushions
the average middle schooler doesn’t even
have. This is a perversion of academic rigor
and defaces the noble mission of the liberal
arts, if BC stands by that mission of course.
Ultimately, how can anyone blame
students for taking these courses? If one is offered a grade on a silver platter, why not take
it? You’d be stupid not to do so. And therein
lies the fundamental problem with college
education: you simply cannot reconcile the
broader imperative of societal utility (i.e. getting a job, going to graduate school) with the
humble goal of learning for learning’s sake.
Ifthere is any redeeming aspect to a college
education at all, it seems to me the only conceivable way of uncovering it is to strip BC of
the core altogether.
The one qualification to be made is that
what was discussed here is, of course, not
limited to BC, and this specific university
was just used as one example. Regardless,
save $60,000. Go read a book. Travel. Because you’ll learn a hell of a lot more doing
that than you will in college. Yet our world
demands that we go to college. We need a
liberal arts diploma.

Alis Dicpinigaitis is

an op-ed columnist

for

The Heights. He can be reached at
opinions@beheights.com.

a hundred years of denial

to be as brutal as

Hagop Toghramadjian

Assertion III: The core curriculum allows

peopleto escape requirements with “joke”

ally especially when it came to attacking the
Kurds in Syria. The Kurds [are] the common
enemy for both ISIS and Turkey’ Ultimately,
because Turkey is not actually protecting
American interests, the United States has very
little practical ground to lose by recognizing
the Genocide. Doing so, in fact, could serve
as a wake-up call to Turkey, making clear
that continued refusal to cooperate will have
unpleasant consequences.
The second reason why the “diplomatic”
excuse for denying the genocide fails is that
Turkey’s threats ofretaliation are mostly
empty. This was demonstrated when France
recognized the genocide in 2003. Turkey
briefly recalled its ambassador and made an
angry statement, but soon afterward quietly
resumed full relations. It simply cannot afford
to cut itselfofffrom its key Western allies.
While it may be full of threats and bluster
now, when the time comes to choose between
diplomatic isolation and accepting American
recognition of the Genocide, Turkey will
choose the latter.
Finally, the “diplomatic excuse” fails
because it is immoral. It will always seem like
the “wrong time” to recognize the Genocide,
it will always be inconvenient and require a
certain degree of courage. But that does not
mean it should not be done. Indeed, by letting
Turkey’s power deter him from pursuing
justice, Obama sends a message that morals
don’t really matter in American foreign relations. Under the precedent he is setting, a
state, or any group or individual, can get away
with whatever atrocities it wishes as long as it
has enough money and influence.
Obama’s failure to recognize the Genocide
is not a partisan issue. We have no idea how
a Republican president would perform if put
in his place. What genocide recognition is,
however, is a moral issue. And on this issue,
Obama has failed miserably. Yes, his lack of
courage insults the Genocide’s victims and
tramples on the dignity of their descendants.
But most of all, it places the United States
squarely on the side of Turkey’s continued
denial, oppression, and hatred. Obama has
forsaken his own ideals, he has forsaken our
nation’s ideals, and he has forsaken humanity’s
right to the truth.
Shame on him.
Ilagop Toghramadjianis an op-ed columnist for The Heights. He can be reached
at opinions@bcheights.com.

The opinions and commentaries of the staffcolumnists and cartoonists appearing on this page represent the views of
the author or artist of that particular piece, and not necessarily the views of The Heights. Any of the columnists and
artists for the Opinions section of The Heights can be reached at opinions@bcheights.com.

If we all

kept silent

Katerina Ivanov
"God is silent. Now if only man would
shut up’.’
-Woody Allen
The first thing people notice about me is
usually my mouth. It’s not particularly large
or small, not intrusive under the slopes of
my cheekbones. It’s nicely shaped enough, a
puckered and bowed shaped in the crevices
below my nose, two slivers of grapefruit
pink. They don’t notice my mouth because
I bite my lower lip when I’m pensive, or
because my teeth flash when I laugh. They
notice my mouth because it’s suspended in
a constant state of motion, of never-ending
chatter.
I love to talk.
I’ve been getting in trouble for it since I
was a kid. Sitting still was never a problem,
and I loved academia from an embarrassingly young age. The problem that arose during
all my parent-teacher conferences was that I
never shut up.
It followed me through high school,
where sometimes I had to literally sit on my
hands to keep them from shooting into the
air during English class. I was banned from
talking about politics at the dinner table, and
I was shot dirty looks when I opened my
mouth for a debate in religion.
So naturally, when I went to college, I rejoiced. Here, people wanted me to talk! They
encouraged my dissent. They reveled in my
opinions. I joined Word of Mouth (WoM),
where my entire public speaking group
had to listen to me speak about whatever I
wanted for three glorious minutes a week. It
was nirvana. I had a whole column, a whole
bi-weekly forum, to rant in. My English
major was basically an outlet to furiously tap
out long winding rants on my Macßook. I
was completely enamored with speaking,
with the fact that there were people listening
to me, encouraging me to shout every last
inconsequential thought to the top of the
Gasson tower, my words ringing louder then
the bells.
But being such a talker my entire life has
left me feeble in the art of listening. Listening
is like a muscle that I never exercised. I was
so busy in my constant chatting cardio that
I skipped the proverbial leg day. I’m shaky at
it, spending too much time thinking about
my response, about what I should say next,
that I forget to fully absorb the ideas that are
being proposed to me.
Throughout this year, the importance of
silence has become more and more apparent
to me. People have stopped listening. Their
eyes glaze over when I speak. They think of
only what they will say next, how funny or
biting their responses will be, and I talk.I am
guilty of it. There are students all over campus voicing their brilliant vivid ideas, and
I am not listening. Sure, I’m hearing them,
reading their articles, noting their social
media campaigns, but I am not listening. I
am so occupied with sharing my ideas, my
opinions, my own self-perceived brilliance,
that I forget that I am rather insignificant. IfI
am not listening, if I am blathering on about
myself, what if everyone else is as well? What
if no one is listening to me either?
My feeling of insignificance has grown.
All at once I am filled with the realization
that my words are not always magnificent.
The more I listen, the more I realize that
conversations have become exchanges of soliloquies. It’s eerie, isn’t it, that we’ve become
a society so obsessed with auditory clutter,
blasting from our headphones, our cell
phones, our mouths. It’s easy to hide when
we’re talking constantly. It’s easy to ignore
what others are saying. If we stop to listen,
we hear things thatmake us uncomfortable,
anxious. Things like “I am struggling too,”
“I feel lost as well.” When we stop, when we
listen to others it does not only shed lights
on the uncomfortable problems our peers
face. It reminds us thatwe’re dealing with
those problems as well. Word vomitis a suit
of armor, protecting us from realities we’d
rather not face.
But our words should not be chain mail,
they should be delicate and poignant and
sparing. Most importantly, they should be
punctuated by our silences, which act with
a sort of gentle eloquence our words can
never quite master. When we listen, we can’t
ignore others. In silence, we’re faced with
the blaring realities we spend so much time
constructing barriers around. The silence is
deafening, isn’t it?

Katerina Ivanov is an op-ed columnist
Heights. She can be reached at
opinions@beheights.com.
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Maintaining
daughter tradition

BC, BU alums
team up for
new social app

Sarah Moore
Whenever I describe my dad to

‘Who’s That’ connects
young Bostonians with just
one swipe

someone, I begin by saying the same
thing—he is the type of dad who took
me to museums instead of baseball

games. It’s the most accurate description of him that I can think of: someone

who values spending time with others
and refuses to ever stop learning. A
little nerdy and a lot of fun, I hope that
I may earn a similar qualifier at some

PASQUALLE DIFILIPPO
HEIGHTS STAFF

point.

Although by now I have been to my
fair share of ballparks, my dad’s outings

Brian Sachetta, BC ’l2 and Sam Davidson
created “Who’s That” after becoming frustrated
with other meetup apps like Grouper. The pair
sought to change and improve the way people
meet up and go out on the weekends, while
giving users control of who and where they

of choice permeate my collection of
favorite memories and define my knowl-

meet.

“You don’t have really much control of where
you’re going, who you’re going with—we went
on a couple of these and felt it wasn’t really
worth it,” Sachetta said of Grouper. Sachetta
also highlighted the changing social dynamic
following graduation. “Once you graduate from
college, there isn’t as much opportunity for
the big social interactions,” he said. Sachetta
hopes that Who’s That will give people the
opportunity to meet new people with a better
experience than its competition.
Sachetta became interested in programming during his time as an undergraduate in the Carroll School
of Management, where he studied computer science. “I
really enjoyed some of the stuff that I was doing in that
program, and so I decided to do a lot more than what was
required,” he said.
Sachetta has plenty of experience developing apps. He
previously worked on Sermo, a social network for doctors
and MeterAid, an app which leverages data to help drivers
avoid parking tickets. Sachetta, currently an iOS developer
at Intrepid Pursuits LLC, works on Who’s That for about
20 hours a week in his free time, while Davidson works on
it full-time. “I’ve probably built or had my hand in 10 to 15
apps over the past two years,” Sachetta said.
Who’s That utilizes Facebook’s API to connect groups
of friends who want to go out together. A group of three
friends will choose when they are available to go out and
are shown pictures of another group. After selecting the
Tinder style”—the
group that they want to go out with—“
app shows more information about the group including age,
location, college, mutual friends and other interests.
This information is used to casually connect the groups
in person and eliminate some of the typical awkwardness
upon meeting each other. “We want to give users this
information so that you can build a connection before
you get there,” Sachetta said. Following a match, and after
setting a location, the app will order a round of drinks for
the group for $lO per person. This is to ensure that groups
don’t fail to show up.
“It’s a way for you and your friends to go out and meet
a different group of friends at a bar in Boston and have a
good time,” he said.
Currently, Who’s That has partnerships with bars and
establishments around the city of Boston, including nearby
Cityside and a Boston College student favorite, Patron’s,
where you can book a reservation through the app with your
group. Who’s That’s concierge reaches out to the groups via
e-mail to inform them that everything is set up, and allows

BRECK WILLS / HEIGHTS GRAPHIC

the groups to chat within the platform.
“We have about 10-12 bars on the service and like the
fact that we give people a decent amount of variety and have
essentially a bar in almost every popular neighborhood in
Boston,” Sachetta said.
The app, currently only available on iOS devices, has
about 5,000 users in its database, most of whom are recent
graduates, or college students. Sachetta hopes that Who’s
That will see more users on the app after the duo rolls out
its next update, which is planned to launch in the coming
days.
“Our goal is to improve engagement, and get people
out, rather than a bunch of one way interactions,” he said.
Davidson and Sachetta have raised about $65,000 in the past
month which will go towards development and marketing
for user acquisition.
Sachetta says that the next step for Who’s That is to
polish and sure up the app’s features to ensure that they
have a product that users want. Sachetta believes that this
is the best way for Who’s That to raise more capital in the
future.
“We hope to move our metrics up—which will hopefully allow us to go to VCs [venture capitalists] and raise a
much bigger round,” he said. After talking to many in the
startup community, the duo is confident that Who’s That
is a solid product with a user base, but notes that it is too
early to yield an investment from VCs.
“The goal this summer is to get the metrics up and be
able to go at it full time and take it to various cities across
the country,” Sachetta said.
He’s excited for the potential growth of Who’s That, and
believes that the group socializing app has the ability to be
the go to on-demand social app, “We want to be known as
the business that you consider when you think about going
out,” Sachetta said. ¦

edge of Washington D.C. As I grew up
in suburban Maryland, a short drive
from the nation’s capital, my dad and I
had a different Smithsonian to explore
on each of our trips. Limited only by
the ticking timer of a parking meter, we
traveled through time and space in a
matter of steps. We skipped through decades at American History and ate like
astronauts at Air and Space. Remnants
of prehistoric monsters towered over
us at Natural History, where my dad
would nervously laugh as I climbed on
the million-year-old petrified wood that
sat at its entrance. By the time I entered
middle school, I could give comprehensive tours of most of the museums, and
I still give directions in D.C. according
to Smithsonians instead of street signs.
Museums remind me of my dad,
and though I wouldn’t deem myself an
art critic or eccentric scholar, I have
always been excited to check another
one off my list. That being said, it took
me almost two years of living in Boston
to visit one of the city’s most frequented
museums.

My first trip to the Museum of Fine
Arts (MFA) was on Saturday, as an extra
credit element for one of my classes this
semester, of course. After my classmate,
companion, (and co-editor) and I wandered past the Pollocks that graced the
walls of the Art of the Americas exhibit,
we made our way across the expanse of
a courtyard to the visiting exhibit.
The MFA had just put anew exhibition on display, featuring paintings,
drawings, and carvings by Japanese artist Katsushika Hokusai. Although I’m no
Japanese art enthusiast, I actually recognized the main element of the exhibit:
Hokusai’s print of the “Great Wave.”
Hung everywhere from sushi bars to
dorm rooms, the image of the rolling
sea comforted me with familiarity.
My friend and I made our way
toward the staircase, passing a massive poster advertising the exhibit with
blown-up images of the print I was so
eager to see. It wasn’t the first depiction
of the print that we had seen that morning, and wasn’t the last we would see

LGBTQ advocates express desire for resource
LGBTQ Resources, from A1

want to see something which is valuable for

this campus just die.”

Eventually, the Queer Peer leadership

Casiano and Engber acknowledged that

was informed that the Office of Residential

as leaders in GLC, their reach is limited—the

Life planned to incorporate the Queer Peer
program into a more comprehensive, administration-sponsoredprogram. By mid-March,

people who come to their events tend to
be those who are already passionate about
problems of sexuality and gender. That is why,
they said, programs like Ignation QandQueer
Peers are so necessary. They engage people

the program was up and running again. Currently, the Queer Peers program is in talks to
be hosted within the Office of the Dean of
Students (DOS) next year.
“The end result is positive, but the problem
is that there was no communication along the
way with us,” Engber said. “This is something
that could have been done in a month, to be
honest.”
In addition to the citing the breakdown of
communication regarding the Queer Peers
program, Engber and Casiano pointed to the
cancellation of the Ignation Q conference as
another example ofthe administration’s lack of
institutional support for LGBTQ issues.
They explained that last year, the University won the bid to host the conference,
which was founded at Fordham University and
focuses on the intersection between LGBTQ
issues and Jesuit values. When presenting the
conference to the BC administration, GLC was
told that the University would not approve the
event for logistical reasons.
“They essentially told us it was never going to happen,” Engber said. “We decided we
needed to say something about it. We don’t

who may otherwise not be participating in
those conversations.
The issue of institutional memory—a
problem for most campus groups, considering
their complete turnover everyfour years —is
particularly problematic for the LGBTQ
community at BC. Relevant programs for
these students are led by a collection of uncentralized offices and student organizations,
with the majority of these initiatives run by
current undergraduates. This means that the
treatment and funding for these programs can
change by the year, and the continuation of
LGBTQ programs at BC is left to be decided by
a series of administrative decisions each year.
According to associate professor of sociology Shaun McGuffy, the campus climate
regarding LGBTQ issues has significantly
improved in his 10years on campus. But, more
should be done, McGuffy said.
“That does not mean we don’t have a lot
of work to do," he said. “That does not mean
we aren’t behind.”
McGuffy, Engber, and Casiano all noted

that the Catholic ideals of the University are
made to stand as a barrier to progress on the
school’s treatment ofLGBTQ issues. Some of
these Catholic valuescouldbe used to obstruct
progress on LGBTQ rights, McGuffy said.
Engber and Casiano emphasized the
lengths they go to to ensure their programming does not directly conflict with Catholic
and Jesuit principles. For example, they will
not talk about gay marriage. Rather, their
programming focuses on the student experience, Casiano said.
“If we’re going to continue to talk about
‘cura personalis,’ we can’t continue to ignore
that sexuality and gender are part of that
whole person,” Casiano said. “It is rooted in
our Jesuit values.”
Currently, there is only one LGBTQ group
for undergraduates directly funded through
the University, a gay-straight alliance called
Allies. There are two other recognized LGBTQ organizations on campus, servicing law
students and faculty members, respectively.
GLC receives its funding through UGBC, its
parent organization.
“We can make this work here.”
McGuffey said that the administration acts
like the creation of more LGBTQ resources
would be like “reinventing the wheel.” There
are, however, other Jesuit schools that do have
LGBTQ resource centers, Fiore-Chettiar said.
Resource centers at Georgetown University
and Santa Clara University opened in 2008

that day. The museum had plastered the
city with posters of its latest exhibit—a
great wave rolled past trains at the Kenmore T station, one crashed under the
plastic frame on a bus stop just blocks
before we reached the MFA, and one
hung on huge, weather-proof banners in
between the columns that marked the
museum’s entrance.
I was ready for immense detail, for
breathtaking expanse, to be awestruck
by artistic ability. I was excited to be
inspired, to feel small in the shadow of
one of the world’s most influential artists. Scampering through the exhibit, I
scanned walls of intricate floral arrangements, Japanese landscapes, and mythological dragons. Fixated on finding the
famous work, we quickly moved from
room to room, almost definitely ruining
a few photos along the way. After lapping the exhibit twice, we finally asked
a young security guard for guidance and
he kindly led us to a nondescript wall at
the exhibit’s entrance.
There was my great wave, a less than
majestic 8-inch by 11-inch woodblock
print that hung intermingled indistinguishably with the rest of the Hokusai’s
pieces. This is a piece of artwork that
Claude Monet had replicated for his
personal collection, that has countless
copies hanging in institutions of high
art from the Met in New York to the
National Library of France, and that
served as inspiration for both John
Mayer album artwork and the iPhone’s
wave emoji. A few people stopped
momentarily to consider the work, and
continued to the next without any visible excitement.
Feeling lied to and dejected, I
snapped a few pictures, bought my dad
a postcard (which was almost comparable in size to the actual artwork), and
made for the exit, passing a few more
massive posters on my way out. After
parting ways with my companion, I
grumpily headed to Newbury St. to
attempt to get started on finals studying. En route to my favorite study spot,
I thought to call the museum expert
himself.
I started the call off in an angered
tangent, but as I detailed my disap-

pointment, my dad began to laugh. He
told me that the painting that I was so
disillusioned with had hung in his dorm
room when he was my age. It was one of
his favorites, and he was impressed that
I got to see the original.
I know that when I come home from
school in a few weeks, my postcard version of the great wave will be hanging
on our fridge. My dad will excitedly
point it out, and I will laugh to myself
about how dramatic I was to discount
something so special over its size, be it
an 8-inch by 11-inch piece of artwork or
a nerdy tradition. No matter how insignificant it may seem, some things never
fail to bring people together.

Sarah Moore is the Asst. Metro Editor
Heights. She can be reached at

for The

inetro@bcheights.com.

center on campus

and 2011, respectively.
“We have other top tier Catholic schools
who found ways to make this work so we can
make this work here,” McGuffey said. “I think
if we want to keep being a leading Catholic
institution we need to be prepared for the
future.”
Today, BC does offer institutional support
for students who identify asLGBTQ. Caroline
Davis, assistant for student outreach and support, oversees a support network for LGBTQ
students.
According to David, DOS reaches out
to these students through programming,
one-on-one discussions, collaboration with
students, and the Spectrum retreat, which
is a confidential, reflective weekend away for
students who identify as LGBTQ.
“I think that we provide great support to
students in a warm and welcoming atmosphere, many students seek out our office
to have one on one conversations and to be
connected with resources on campus,” Davis
said in an email. “As in all of the work that we
do, we are consistently evaluating ourselves
and collaborating with students, staff, and
faculty to improve our efforts.”
Right now, DOS feels that the resources
the administration offers are enough. Dean of
Students Thomas Mogan said administrators
in the officewere surprised that thosestudents
involved in the petition decided to take that
route rather than continuing the dialogue

between UGBC and DOS.
“In terms of the resource center, we do
not feel that a dedicated center is necessary
to demonstrate our support for students who
identify as LGBTQ,” Mogan said in an email.
Ideally, Casiano said, members ofthe administration would reach out to GLC if they
have an issue regarding programming rather
than proceeding with the murky lines of communication that he said have been the norm.
The administration has been reactive to GLC s
actions rather than proactive, he said.
Fiore-Chettiar anticipates that the process
to bring an LGBTQ resource center tocampus
will be a long-term issue. In the letter attached
to the petition, she challenges the University
to fulfill its Jesuit goal of providing support
and education to all students. She notes that
the withdrawalof donations is not a rejection
of BC —rather, it is because she and those who
sign the petition believe in the future of the
University. This problem is less about individual professors and their beliefs, and more
about the stance of the University as a whole
on LGBTQ problems on campus, she said.
“What I felt is there are a lot ofadministrators who want to support the community and
do in the ways that their joballows them, but
at the end of the daythey are representatives of
the university and have to represent University
values, and right now that’s not consistent
with having an LGBTQ resource center on
campus,” she said. ¦
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Starting from bottom, Laguerre aspires to be Boston icon

open summer

Ryan

Dowd

I hate endings. I’m awful at goodbyes. I
always turn away too quickly or hold that
final hug for a beat too long.
So as we close out our first semester,
let’s lookback on the good times: taking on
the Boston College Bookstore (on behalf
of Fifty Shades of Grey), writing aboutAngelina Jolie’s ovaries (because I liked how
it sounded), The Sandwich Method (along
with general cultural theories along the
way). It doesn’t amount to an Eagles’ greatest hits record. It may be The Killers, where
each song/column looks, feels, sounds
eerily familiar.
But overall, I’d like to hone in on some
general thesis or sage piece of advice as
you redirect your eyes back to a stack of
anthologies or (insert science book). I hope
you find some time to sit back and reflect
on the year of #protests, Tyler Murphy
running and stuff, another first round St.
Louis Blues exit, and The Great Snow of
the second Millennium. Eventually, though,
you’ll turn your head to a summer with
open fields of free time (if your summer
isn’t wildyfree, you are a savage), you’ll
have to figure out what to do with the time
that was once spent on the second floor
of Corcoran Commons doing homework
(but really just drinking coffee and people
watching).
And that’s what I’m here for. That’s why
I exist. As your privately elected reviewer
of all things arts at BC and beyond, the one
who sets the artistic world aflame, I’m here
for you. I’m your guide through the mazes
of media.
Because, as a reviewer of things,
my only functional or societalrole is to
help you figure out what to do with your
free time. That’s all I’m not getting paid
and eating dinners in McElroy to do. A
reviewer answers the question, “Should I
watch/listen/read/payattention to this?”
If the apocalypse actually happens this
summer as a few films and shows are
predicting, based on myfunction in society
(as a reviewer, not a member of a private
college), I should be one of the first to go.
I’d rather be in a rag-tag, survivalist crew
with a couple farmers, doctors, maybe an
architect or an engineer, before I’d want to
be grouped up with some guy who knows
a lot about the Stark family tree or how
Justin Vernon recorded his first Bon Iver
album (in the family cabin in the northern
woods of Wisconsin). Basically, I’m useless,
except for right now.
It’s a muggy Tuesday afternoon. You
just got home from the internship you have
at your dad’s office. You have about four
hours to kill before Mom rings the bell
for dinner, or if you’re on your own this
summer, you get so hungry you actually
contemplate cooking something. Feeling
nostalgic for high school? Want to see
excessively attractive people in an organic
setting? Start Friday Night Lights. Want
to kick those interpretive muscles out of
their laggardly ways? Start The Wire. Do
you want to see monsters fight? Watch
Godzilla. You want to read a superhero
story that takes itselfway too seriously?
Flip through the first few panels of Watchmen. Do you like waves ofsadness? Try The
National. Do you like being happy? Kick
back to some Zac Brown Band.
We have so many options to choose
from. As the years go on (our years and
the years), we have less and less time and
more stuff to fill the time with. Don’t
waste it. If there’s a single thesis to these
ramblings over the past few months, it’s
that the way we consume culture and
how we think about it matters. You’re going to get more out of Friday Night Lights
if you watch it while sharing some food
with a family member or close friend.
The only chance you have of enjoying
Tlie Entourage movie is with the boys.
The only way you’ll fully experience Zac
Brown Band is in the car, windows down.
But don’t get caught in the rat race of
consuming more culture than the person
next to you. That leads down a dark path.
At all costs, avoid message boards, if only
for the spoilers, and because they’re a
black hole of frustration.
Just watch/read/listento a lot of cool
stuff. And then let’s talk about it.

Ryan Dowd is the Arts

d> Review Editor

for The Heights. He can be reached at
arts@bcheights.com.
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Laguerre performed in O’Neill Plaza over the past weekend in the Arts Fest’s BC Underground, laying down some energetic bars and beats in his first single “The World Is Yours.”
By

Summer Lin

Asst, Arts

andReview Editor

“Please do not speak to me like I’m that
Drake from four years ago,” raps Drake in “No

Tellinf a song off his

newest

mixtape. “I’m at

a higher place.”

The 28-year-old rapper has come a long
waysince his humble beginnings on Degrassi.
Since his arrival onto the hip-hop scene, Drake
has continually been unraveling hip-hop’s
deeply woven assumptions about toughness
and hypermasculinity.
For Emmanuel Laguerre, WCAS TB,
Drake’s brooding and reflective lyricism is
something to which he can relate. The Boston-based rapper, known by his stage name
Phenom V, hasbeen closelyfollowing Drake’s
path to stardom since the Toronto native
released his first mixtape in 2006.
“I’ve followed Drake from the start of his
career to where he is now, so that made me
connect to him more as an artist, because I
got to watch him grow,” Laguerre said. “The
messages in his music are about representing
Toronto and making sure Toronto is respected
and adored as a city. I’d loveif someday I could
become the face of Boston in music.”
For Laguerre, Drake’s personal ties to his
family and loved ones are especiallyresonate.
Laguerre’s love for music can be traced back
to his early childhood and the deep affection
he holds for his family. Growing up under
the musical influences of his older brothers
and cousins, Laguerre could rap an entire
Drake or Notorious 8.1. G. song “at the drop
of a dime.” In many ways, he has become the
artist of the family.
“The first time I ever performed was when

I was 5 years old,” Laguerre recalled. “I was in

to who you are, keeping your family near and

my living room and I was meeting my uncle’s

dear to you, and ultimately just making it and

new girlfriend. Somehow she got me to dance
in front of the whole family—the fact that I

loving what you do hard enough that you get
where you want to be.”
Beyond sound influences, Laguerre explained that Drake’s sincerity in his music is
what ultimately appealed to him the most. In
his musicianship, Laguerre focuses on largely
what makes a song powerful.
“A few years ago, peoplesaid if you listened
to my song and you listened to a Drake song,
they sounded so similar,” Laguerre said. “The
thing about him that influences my music the
most is that his music is honest and driven.
He’s talking about his everyday experiences
and the things he deals with, and that’s the
same type of artist I want to be. I want people
to know who I am when they listen to my
music.”
More poignantly, Laguerre spoke about
his childhood growing up and the importance
of family. Serving as the motivation behind
his music, family, and close friends are what
pushed Laguerre to write songs in the first

remember that story makes me feel like I was
meant to perform.”
Laguerre originally went by the moniker
‘Phenom’—named
after one seventh grade
teacher who always wrote “Phenom” at the
top ofall of his assignments instead of letter
grades. After being brought onas supporting
act for his older brother at Boston College’s
Arts Fest in 2012, Laguerre went on to perform
at two open mic nights for the Music Guild
and at both “BC Underground” and the “Break
the Bubble” music festival this past weekend.
It’s easy to draw comparisons between
Drake’s early mixtapesand Laguerre’s newest
single, aptly titled “The World is Yours.” Both
rappers incorporate confessionallyricism and
clever wordplay, discussing themes of past
relationships, wealth, and fame. Drake has
carved out a niche for himself in the hip-hop
world by rapping about his rawest feelings and
emotions. It was this type ofrevealing, autobiographical lyricism of which Laguerre took
note. “Working night through the mornin’ /
And I’m just hying to own it / And I just wanna
make it / The world is for the taking,” he raps
on his debut single. He focuses on familiar
rap tropes of hard work and making it big in
the music industry, but not without instilling
Drake-like candor in his lyrics.
Laguerre describes his own music as
honest. Writing from personal experiences,
his primary goal is to tell stories and create
meaningful rap music that resonates with
larger audiences. In his music, he touches on
themes of “believing in yourself, staying true

place. Like Drake, Laguerre’s music is largely
bred from personal experiences that function
as the driving force behind his lyrics. Laguerre
stressed that to be a hero for younger middle
school and high school students and to serve
as a role model for positive change in his community would be the ultimate honor.
“I want to be successful just as much as
anybody does, but I want it to be for everyone
and everything around me,” Laguerre said.
“I work hard on music with the intention of
my parents not having to work anymore and
my cousins who always see nice cars on the
street and think, 'We want that.’ One day we
can have that.”
Drake is quick to remind his listeners that
he’s no longer thatDrake from four years ago.
He’s reached a higher place—both musically
and on the charts—by paving the way to stardom with introspective and personal lyrics.
There’s no way to tell where Laguerre will
be in four years’ time, but if he’s anything
like his hip-hop idol, his future definitely
looks promising. ¦
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THIS WEEK END inarts

BY: CHRIS FULLER ASSOCIATE ARTS

(OPENS FRIDAY)

Boston’s House of Blues welcomes the hip-hop/rap
duo Atmosphere Sunday evening. Tickets for the
concert can be purchased through the Boston House
of Blues website.

An editor from The New Yorker follows her collegedropout son to California after he decides to run off
from home in an attempt to find himself. Helen Hunt
and Luke Wilson star in this film about self-discovery
and reflection.

AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON’
(OPENS FRIDAY)

ERIC CHURCH
(THURSDAY, 7:30 P.M.)
Rough and tumble country music star Eric Church
will be performing at the TD Garden in downtown
Boston this Thursday. Tickets for the concert can
be purchased through the TD Garden website and
box office.

REVIEW EDITOR

RIDE’

ATMOSPHERE
(SUNDAY, 8 P.M.)

The sequel to the 2012 blockbuster officiates the
start of the Summer blockbuster season. The
Avengers assemble to face the ruthless and disdainful Ultron, but the advanced A.I. has a few
tricks up its sleeve.

&

PHOTO COURTESYOF WALT DISNEY STUDIOS

FAR FROM MEN’
(OPENS FRIDAY)
Amid the AlgerianWar, a schoolteacher is asked to escort
an admitted murderer to a French court to be tried.Lord of
the Rings star Viggo Mortensen and Algeria’s Reda Kateb
play the schoolteacher and murderer respectively.

SENIOR SENDOFF CABARET
(THURSDAY, 8 P.M.)
The Musical Theatre Wing will bid its seniors a
fond farewell Thursday evening. Come by the Bonn
Studio Theatre to hear a few of the Wing’s selected

hits and celebrate this year’s departing talent. Admission is free.

MODSTOCK 2015
(THURSDAY 3 P.M.)

THEATRE SHOWCASE

Ludacris is the headliner for the annual Mod parking lot
concert. Join Boston College’s Juice in welcoming both Ludacris and rapper Charles Hamilton to this year’s Modstock
Thursday afternoon in the Mod Lot.

See a few favorite scenes from this year’s Theatre De-

(SUNDAY, 6 P.M.)
partment plays and musicals Sunday afternoon. Alumni
and faculty will be giving out awards to this year’s ex-

ceptional seniors throughout the performance.
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THE SUPERVERSE
A Comic on Comics
Ryan Dowd | Arts A Review Editor
Francisco Ruella | Heights Graphics

It's Thursday night. Jeff, Kevin, and Linda sit at a booth in a pizza joint. They're biding their time
before heading out to see ’The Avengers: Age of Ulton.' Jeff is an admitted Marvel enthusiast.
Kevin is less than convinced. Linda is along for the ride. This is a story about our most popular stories—superhero stories—and the issues and merits of the center of the fad—trend—genre.
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‘Daredevil’ molds a grisly niche for itself in Marvel universe
of his father and other mentors,
as he traverses his newly dimmed

Caleb Griego
Heights Staff

By

[This review contains spoilers.]

world. Donning a mask and utilizing
sharply-toned fighting skills buoyed

In the wake of the chaotic destruction of New York City by way of
“the incident” (the end of The Avengers), the rest of New York City is left
to rebuild. From the rubble emerges
those who would look to take advantage of weakness, to reap rewards
under a false flag of honor. Still,
there are few who, in the aftermath,
raise a standardfor that of those in
need. At the office and on the streets,
Matt Murdock—Daredevil —is one
of those men.
Blinded by a chemical accident
during his youth, Matt Murdock
(Charlie Cox) follows in the footsteps

by nearly supernatural senses, he
sets out to make his neighborhood—
Hell’s Kitchen—safer by standing
against those who seek to destroy it.
With the help of his assistant Karen
Paige (Deborah Ann Woll) and close
friend and partner in law Foggy Nelson (Eldon Henson), Murdock seeks
to dismantle the criminal empires
from within the confines of the law
and (unbeknown to his pals) with the
fury of Murdock’s fists.
The trio soon discovers that
Wilson Fisk (Vincent D’Onofrio), the
kingpin of a crime organization, has
power and influence in frightening

places. As enemies close in, Mur-

dock soon takes more upon himself,
loosing a kind of devil on those who
threaten his friends and principles
for which he adamantly stands.
The performances in Daredevil
are fantastic. Dosing out realism and
fiction in appropriate fashion, the
show has a kind of harmony. Its tale
is of a different breed of superhero.
D’Onofrio offers a passion-filled
performance, masterfully embodying his deranged character in every
grimace, twitch and mannerism. His
menacing figure, as a man and physical manifestation of power, evokes
a kind of fear shared by characters
within and outside his ranks.
Cox does well to bring the audience into the mind of a blind man.

His gazes, manner of speech, and
overall tone show just how deeply
conflicted Matt Murdock is in the
wake of his accident and the destruction of his city. In the supporting
roles of Paige and Nelson, Woll and
Henson bring raw emotion and believabilityto the show. In many cases,
they act as the voice of the audience,
raising questions that those watching would have, and drive the logical
progressions in the narrative.
In terms of action, Daredevil is
a thrill. With its television-scaled
budget, Daredevil uses brutal, hard
boiled fight scenes. As Murdock
seemingly does the impossiblewarding offfoe after foe despite his
blindness, the audience is brought
along to understand just how he does
it. Most action scenes are met with

distinct audio pieces like a whoosh
of a blade or foot, or the increased
heartbeat of an adversary. All are

indicative of the heightened senses
of Daredevil, which allow him to
be steps ahead of his enemies. In
a different sort of action, in the
courtroom and during questioning,
Murdock’s abilities create tension,
as he easily sees through the lies

DAREDEVIL

SEASON 1
NETWORK
NETFLIX
RELEASED
APR. 10, 2015
OUR RATING

? ????

PHOTO COURTESY OF ABC STUDIOS

and falsehoods of those evading
the law.
Daredevil is part of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, which leaves
the door open for tie-ins to existing
series. The narrative spun in Daredevil is distinct from anything else
that has come out of Marvel in the
past couple ofyears. It’s much darker
and not just because of the protagonist’s lack of sight. Compared to

the relatively bloodlessinstallments
of Marvel’s recent fare, Daredevil
does not pull as many punches. The
ruthlessness of the criminal enterprises are encapsulated in very real
and harrowing scenes of rage-filled
murder and deceit. Such scenes
serve as justification for Daredevil’s
similarly brutal responses.
With this darker setting though,
we have to wonder how any of the
characters in Daredevil might interact with the bland bots ofABC’s
Agents of Shield, another Marvel
property. They seem to come from
largely different circumstances.
Daredevil might also conflict with
the more fantastical realms in the
Marvel Universe. Although gifted

with heightened senses, Daredevil
is largely human, and it shows.
He bleeds
a lot. The realism of
Murdock’s cause would seem at

CHART TOPPERS
TOP SINGLES

1 See You Again
Wiz Khalifa
2 Uptown Funk!
Mark Ronson
3 Earned It
The Weekend
4 Sugar
Maroon 5
5 Trap Queen
Fetty Wap
6 Love Me Like You Do
Ellie Goulding
7 Thinking Out Loud
Ed Sheeran
8 Shut Up And Dance
WALK THE MOON

...

odds with the chipper god from
Asgard. That being said, there is
room for other interesting tie-ins
with newly acquired properties garnering fresh, possibly darker starts.
A certain wall-crawler is known to
wander about the skylines shared

by Daredevil.
Daredevil builds to a thoroughly
enjoyable tale of a hero much different from others Marvel has graced
us with. Coming from nothing and
becoming the change he wished,
if not to see, to sense in the world,
Daredevil is a testament to the human spirit. Down the line, it will be
interesting to see his character grow
and come out of the shadows as more
than a vigilante, but a hero. ¦

TOP ALBUMS

1 Handwritten
Shawn Mendes
2 Furious 7
Various Artists
3 Love Somebody
Reba
4 Cherry Bomb
Tyler, The Creator
5 Into The Wild Life
Halestorm
Source: Billboard.com

Don’t blink, Tom DeLonge emerges with new b-side album
James Farrell
Heights Staff

By

In some ways, releasing an album
with the vague label of “Demos,
Odds and Ends” in the title can be a
protective mechanism. If the songs
are bad, then the audience can justify
it—these were songs that weren’t released years ago for a reason, and it’s
a treat, regardless of the quality, that
we get this kind ofbehind-the-scenes
access to our favorite artists. At the
same time, there’s always the nagging
question: Why bother releasing these
songs at all?
Itdoesn’t seem particularly wise of
Tom DeLonge to begin his solo career
with a collection of such songs—forgotten B-sides that were probably forgotten for a reason—but when you’re
the lead singer of a band as beloved as
Blink-182, you can probably get away
with it. And indeed, his debut foray
into the solo world has some notable
high points, but for anyone who isn’t
looking to collect and nostalgically
treasure all things Blink-182, there
isn’t much here by way of intrinsic
musical excitement. To Tie Stars...
Demos, Odds and Ends, is not a bad
album by any means. It’s merely an
OK album, with some high points and
other very low points.

Let’s start with the high. DeLonge
takes a lot ofreally intriguing chances
in terms ofproduction on many songs
on the album. “Suburban Kings,” the
album’s highest point, successfully
employs some nice synth accompaniment, adding an electric dimension to
the pop-punk sound that Blink-182
has been relying on for its whole
career. It’s not too gimmicky, and
really just serves to make the overall
sound space a lot more interesting
than it would be otherwise, further,
for Blink-182 fans, there are the
usual catchy, bombastic melodies and
garage-rock guitar chords that once
defined the band.
Yet, when working in a genre like
pop-punk, which has been done so
much and has such a stereotypical
sound, it becomes significantly more
difficult to make something that
sounds inherently new. And even
songs like “Suburban Kings,” or “Endless Summer,” which also employs
synthesizer, don’t sufficiently stray
from the pop-punk formula, to a point
where a lot of the album feels like it’s
rehashing tropes. A big example is
DeLonge’s use of the F-bomb. That
four-letter curse word has such potential in music, when used sparsely
enough, to pack a powerful emotional
gut punch. It’s been used so much in

this genre, however, that it inherently
feels like more gimmicky than angsty,
and although DeLonge doesn’t use
it too often, its few uses feel a bit
contrived. In “New World,” DeLonge
makes the bold attempt to spell it out
instead of saying it, betraying a sense
of desperation, an attempt to vary the
formula that doesn’t really add any
new sonic dimensions to the angry
world of pop-punk.
It’s not fair to base an entire
album offof the scattered use of the
E-word, and you do really get the
sense that DeLonge is legitimately

experimenting with new ways to
expand his sound. “Landscapes,” for
instance, is almost entirely electric.
It features patches and computerized noises and swells as DeLonge
and an unknown, radio-sounding
voice speak in low tones. The song
is only two minutes long, however,
and you can barely hear what anyone
is saying. It leaves you with a very
defined sense of “Why bother?”
Lastly, the lyrics on the album leave
a lot to be desired. There is nothing new, nothing concrete, and it’s
difficult to really know what De-

Longe is talking about. The album’s
final song, “Golden Showers in the
Golden State,” is almost outright
insulting, despite its attempts to be
avant-garde and comical.
At the very least, DeLonge’s
first foray into the solo world is
promising, in the sense that when
he begins writing new music, he
will be a creative and exciting artist
to watch. Similarly, Blink-182 fans
will probably find this first album
endearing on many levels. But for
the rest of us, there’s not much to
see here. ¦

When it was first announced
that Jared Leto would be the next
Clown Prince of Crime—the
Joker—in DC’s Suicide Squad, a chill
rolled down my spine. I thought,
“How could there already be
another Joker portrayal only 7 years
after the legendaryperformance
Heath Ledger gave in The Dark
Knight ?” Eventually I acknowledged
that one of the most beloved villains
in comic book history couldn’t
be barred from the silver screen
because Heath Ledger created such
an iconic iteration. I even admired
Leto’s determination to take on the
character, despite the skeptical reaction to his casting. Ever since he got
the part, Leto had been putting out
a myriad snippet photos with small
previews of his Joker’s wardrobe and
makeup, building up the hype for
his final unveiling last Friday.
I was a bit shocked when I
pulled up the picture, almost certain
it was just fan art. But after going

SINGLE REVIEWS
WILLIAM BOLTON
“On My Mind”

through a few articles, I kept seeing
the same picture: JaredLeto, covered with tattoos, screaming hysterically, and sporting more than a few
silver molars. The general consensus
around me was that the tattoos
made him look like an emo-punk
and that the teeth were ridiculous.
At first, I mistook my surprise at
the new aesthetic for sheer dislike,
but a few days later, I began to appreciate the direction that Leto and
the Suicide Squad crew are taking
the Joker. Just by appearance alone,
there is little that Leto and Ledger’s
Jokers will have in common and that
is one of the essential requirements
for Leto’s Joker being a success. It
may still be a gritty, eccentric Joker,
but at least it looks like Leto’s Joker
will have its own distinguishable

quality, for better or worse.
The Suicide Squad is an unusual
yet marvelous anti-hero coalition
comprised of some DC Comics’
most heinous and infamous villains.

Suicide Squad members are offered

shortened prison sentences by the
U.S. government in exchange for

LIZ HOLMAN

“GHOST TOWN”
ADAM LAMBERT

Adam Lambert’s music
video for his infectious new
single “Ghost Town” off of
his upcoming album, The
Original High, is packed with
dance, fashion, and sexuality.
It’s not exactly the first thing
you’d expect from a song
that claims that Lambert’s
“heart is a ghost town.” The
video opens up to an eeire
and depressing, yet somehow expected, scene of a few
abandoned trailers and gas
stations, but soon takes an

TO THE STARS...
TOM DELONGE
PRODUCED BY
TO THE STARS
RELEASED
APR. 21, 2015
OUR RATING

unanticipated turn.

PHOTO COURTESYOF TO THE STARS

Jared Leto is more than just a joke in DC’s
Chris Fuller

MUSIC VIDEO

their assistance as deniable assets
in dangerous black-ops missions.
There are several defined Suicide Squads, but the team being
assembled for the 2016 Suicide
Squad includes Leto’s Joker, Margot
Robbie’s Harley Quinn, Will Smith’s
Deadshot, and Viola Davis’ Amanda
Walker as just a few of its notorious
members. I won’t go into the backgrounds of all of these characters,
but this Suicide Squad is made up of
villains with radically different abilities, intentions, and personalities.
This film takes a so far unprecedented angle in the superhero genre.
Sure, fantastic villains are what make
superhero movies great, but Suicide
Squad is entirely eliminating the
superhero, or at least the concept
suggests it will. The film asks audiences to side with the villains and
the villains alone, regardless of their
mission. Sure, a lot of comic book
readers are aware ofthe Suicide
Squad dynamic or Marvel’s Sinister
Six, but moviegoers that don’t keep
up with comic book mythos haven’t
seen anything like this assembly

Squad’

before. It’s hard for me to imagine

fellow Academy Award nominees

what kind of nasty behind-thescenes operations the government
involves the Suicide Squad with or
the horrendous means by which the
Squad carries out its missions.
Creating a film around such a
malicious, devious cast that appeals
to a general audience might prove to
be difficult. Centering the focus of
a two-hour, hundred million dollar
film ona group of near-irredeemable criminals is entirely different
from developing a 15-20 comic book
series. There needs to be a balance
of admiration, contempt, and maybe
even relativity that these anti-heroes
emulate in order for Suicide Squad
to be a success.
Leto may be garnering the most
publicity for the film, but Leto’s
Joker is only one name on the rather
long roster. Sure, anytime the Joker
is on screen he’s probably hoarding
the audience’s attention, but (especially with this film) his presence
needs to be balanced out by the rest
of the Squad. Leto might be the figurehead of this project, but he’s got

Will Smith and Viola Davis right
next to him too.
Leto’s Joker looks unique and
eerie and that’s just about all I think
can be said about his approach to
the iconic character so far. There’s
a lot more to a great Joker than just
his look. We haven’t heard him
speak or laugh, caught a glimpse of
him in his classic coat (hopefully he’s
got one), or seen him interact with
other Suicide Squad members.
I think fans and critics are caught
up in a very minor component of a
potentially impressive and innovative film. I’ll admit that Leto’s tattoos
look peculiar, but there’s a lot more
of the essence ofboth the Joker and
the Suicide Squad that these new
artistic decisions don’t mar or impair
at all. Besides, it’s not like Jared Leto
will be running around shirtless for
the whole movie ... hopefully.

Chris Fuller is the Assoc. Arts £3
Review editorfor The Heights.
F[e can be reached at arts@
bcheights.com.

The camera zooms into
Lambert’s shining face until
the audience is left with only
the impression of his eyes
against a dark background—this is when the video strays
from the personal and becomes more of a fashion film
rather than a captivating
music video.
The scene explodes into a
milieu of dancers, each one
dressed in an exciting ensemble seemingly inspiredby
many different eras of fashion. As the video progresses
from scene to scene, as many
of the images overlap, it begins to give a sense of strobelighting. The scene begins to
feel more like a house party
than a ghost town.
Although the song definitely has a somber tone, it’s
still an upbeat dance track
with a dazzling quality to it,
and this music video makes
that exceedingly clear. In
this way, Lambert creates a
balance that is often hard for
artists to achieve.
From the vulnerablecloseups that allow the audience
insight into what Adam Lambert is going through to the
bursts of dance, fashion, and
vivacity, this music video covers all the bases and makes
for a unique viewing experience that is unlike any other
music video released so far
this year. ¦

BY JAMES FARRELL

? ????

In his newest single, “On My Mind,”
Bolton plays to his strengths: his ability
to construct a contagious, creative
melody, his high-end production skills,
and his confident performance persona.
"On My Mind”—with
its upbeat, soulful,
and funky grooves—is a must-add to any
summer playlist.

ALLEN STONE

MUM FORD & SONS
“Snake Eyes”

“Upside”

“ nake Eyes,” off of Mumford & Sons’
S
latest album, Wilder Mind, has some
great peaks and builds, as Mumford &
Sons are apt to have. But it doesn’t quite
justify the band's change of direction
from banjo to electric—it sounds like
anything else they’ve ever written, just on
electric instruments.

? ????

Allen Stone returns with a single from
his upcoming and long-awaited album,
Radius. “Upside” is soulful, fun, and
smooth, displaying Allen Stone’s top
tier vocals and capturing his unique
ability to harness the energy of a live
performance in the studio. "Upside” is
not to be missed.
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COMMUNITY
TUTOR

HELP WANTED
$$

SPERM DONORS WANTED

$$

Licensed HS math teacher
available for tutoring.

Earn up to $1,200/month and
give the gift of family through Middle and high school math,
California Cryobank’s donor SAT and other test prep. Contact
program. Convenient Cambridge Laura at biello33@yahoo.com
location. Apply online: SPERMBANK.com.

INTERESTED IN
PLACING A CLASSIFED
AD?
EMAIL

ADS@BCHEIGHTS.COM

ACROSS
1 Start of a word
ladder
5 Word ladder,
part 2
9 Word ladder,
part 3
13 Muscat native
15 Rough words
16 “A Death in the
Family” author
17 Tech giant
18 Alienated
20 Parts of wedding
scenes

the SAMURAI fcF

PUZZLES By The Mepham Group

Directions: The Sudoku is played over a 9x9 grid. In each row
there are 9 slots, some of which are empty and need to be filled.
Each row, column and 3x3 box should contain the numbers 1 to
9. You must follow these rules:
Number can appear only once in each row
Number can appear only once in each column
Number can appear only once in each 3x3 box
The number should appear only once on row, column or area.

22 Word ladder,
part 4
23 Buttocks muscle
25 Clothing
30 Deadly biter
31 Bites playfully
33 Touch-y service
company?
34 It might be twisted
36 “!” on a road sign
37 ‘West Side Story”
song, or a hopedfor response after
experiencingthe
transition in this
puzzle’s word
ladder
39 Positive particle
41 Advertising target
42 Like some
cereals
43 Filter
44 Political initials
since 1884
47 Tut, e.g.
49 Pudding starch
52 Word ladder,
part 5
54 Picnic downer
55 Get-together
request
60 Blue dyes
61 Word of dismissal
kidding?”
62
63 Part of an
address, maybe
64 Word ladder,
part 6
65 Word ladder,
part 7
66 End of the word
ladder

•

•

•

•

DOWN
1 Be extremely
excited
2 Modern
messages
3 Devours

By Daniel Nierenberg

4 Showed

reverence, in a

way
‘ he Gold-Bug”
5T
author
6 Once, old-style
7 Fragrant
compounds
8 North or South
follower
9 God of
shepherds
10 Whisking target
11 Broad size
12‘The Simpsons”
character who
says “Okilydokily!”
14 “Got it!”
19 Bring to life
21 Submerged
24 Cat’s perch,
perhaps
26 Diner freebies
27 Anxious
28 Glaswegian’s
negative
29 Original
Dungeons &
Dragons co.
32 Brand originally
named Brad’s
Drink
you”
34
35 One just born
“

GET YOUR
NEWS EVERY
DAY OF THE
WEEK
BCHEIGHTS.COM
36 Change symbols,
in math
37 Wee bit
38 It may be inflatable
39 Father
40 Cheerleader’s
shout
43 “Holy cow!”
44 Accompany
45 Spots on a
peacock train
46 Astronomical
distance

48 ResistancerplDtprl

50 Slangy “Superb!”
51 Corinthian
cousin
53 90-year-old soft
drink
55 Missouri hrs.
56 Sound at a spa
57 ‘There’s
in
‘team’”
58 Prevailed
59 Sign of perfection
_

leaped in Deals!
Buy 1 entree, get

1free appetizer siabu&mein
Limit 1 per table

YoChsf 10% Off
frozen yogurt-tea

4K

SUNSET GRILL 8C TAP

1/2 price

SUNSET CANTINA

small nachos or chilli (cup or bowl)
Everyday between 4-6pm with the purchase of any beverage
ALL DEALS:

6

Available on

•

Not to be combined with any other offer

the

App Store

•

Must be purchased with looped in®

SMILE

Download the Free App Today

Celebrating 20 years at BC!

Pass It On.

O

VALUES.COM

THE FOUNDATION
A BETTER LIFE*

FOR

Chestnut Hill Nails
Specialize in Freehand Design Gel
and Pink&White Acrylic Nails.
Professional Nail Care For Ladies And Gentlemen.

ss|Off
H

356 Chestnut Hill, Brighton, MA 02135
(617)713-0555 www.roggies.com (617)566-1880
2 LG cheese pizzas and 2 Lt soda $22.47
1 LG topping pizza and 2 Lt soda $16.05
1 LG cheese pizza and 2 Lt soda $14.98
Salads-Subs Pizza
-

Manicure

and jjedicure

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Friday 9:3OAM-7:OOPM
Saturday 9:3OAM-6:OOPM
Sunday 10:00-6:00PM
616A Hammond St, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

(617) 566-2525

GET INTO THE BALLGAME.
Write for SPORTS.
Meetings are at 5 p.m. on
Sunday in the McElroy lobby.
E-mail sports@bcheights.com
with any questions or concerns.
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Eagles coast in midweek games, defeat URI and Bryant
By

Alec

Rescigno

For the Heights

Anyone who has ever spoken
about sports in any form will tell
you that defense wins ballgames,
but damn, what’s more fun than
some high-scoring baseball?
The Boston College Eagles
(24-21, 9-14 ACC) topped the
Bryant Bulldogs (17-18, 8-4
NEC) in the offense-minded
contest 11-5 on Wednesday
afternoon.
Early on, it was obvious that
the game was going to be all
about the teams’ offenses when
the Bulldogs came out in the first
inning with some fundamentally
sound baseball.
They ended up with a run on
the board after a stolen base and
a deep sacrifice fly.
BC wasted no time, however,
answering in the bottom of the
first and put up a staggering five
runs on three hits that would
set the tone for the rest of the
day. This explosive attack forced
Bulldog pitcher James Patterson
to return to the dugout after only
facing four batters on the day.
The Eagles found great success in getting men on base early

in innings, having the leadoff
man reach safely in six of the
eight innings, and in baseball,
men on base with no outs means
a lot of RBI opportunities.
Driving in runs became nearly second nature for catcher Stephen Sauter today, who finished
the game with a career high four
RBIs off of his three hits.
After the game, he would
note, “This week I worked on
keeping my swing shorter and
the guys in front of me did a good
job with getting on base, and I
just got some pitches to hit and
connected.”
Humble words from someone
who excelled both offensively and
behind the plate for the Eagles.
Sophomore Johnny Adams also
hopped on board the RBI bandwagon, racking up two critical
RBl’s in the fifth when Bryant
started to answer back.
Despite all the success with
the bats, there was a scary moment in the second inning when
first baseman Joe Cronin left the
game after an at-bat with an apparent shoulder injury.
After the game, Coach Gambino commented that his nonthrowing shoulder had been

bothering him for some time,
and that he will be listed as
questionable for Friday’s game
against Virginia Tech. Cronin was
replaced today by Scott Braren,
who doubled in the eighth and
came around to score.
Offense was definitely a high
point for the Eagles in this one,
but the pitching effort brought
forward by the bullpen was also
nothing to scoff at.
Starter Eric Stone snagged
his fourth win of the year, pitching four innings while collecting
five earned runs off six hits and
striking out two along the way
before being bailed out by Tyler
Hinchliffe in the top of the fifth.
Middle reliever Brian Rapp
then retired the first five batters
he faced in the sixth and seventh
innings, striking out two and setting his defense up to make easy
ground ball outs.
John Nicklas came on in the
seventh and after hitting his first
batter and walking the second,
retired the next three with ease,
setting up Justin Dunn to close
out the game. Dunn was not
playing around, throwing heat
from the second he graced the
mound. The only three Bulldog

batters he faced were obviously
struggling to catch up with his
92 mph fastballs.
This game marks a second
straight win for the Eagles after
notching a win Tuesday over the
University of Rhode Island (1718-1, 10-5 A10).
In that game, BC also got out
to a hot start, scoring five runs in
the first inning and creating an
insurmountable six run lead by
the start of the third inning.
Geoffrey Murphy looked
strong out of the bullpen and let
up only a single hit in his four
inning stint while snagging his
first win of the year. Michael
Strem was a key factor for the
Eagles offensively, going 3-of-4
with a double and an RBI in the
7th inning.
When asked about his team’s
performance yesterday, Coach
Gambino was proud, but felt that
they “relaxed” a little too much
after creating a large lead. Today
however he felt that the guys did
a better job “in continuing to
play and continuing to hit and
continuing to score runs, which
obviously made the difference.”
It sure did, Coach. It sure
did. ¦

AMELIE TRIEU

/

HEIGHTSSTAFF

Despite Joe Cronin’s injury, BC still bombed Bryant with a five-run first.

Vac-12 survey raises concerns for BC student-athlete community
8

From Column, B

demic rigor.
Fedor admitted that, to deal
with balancing both sports
and school, he needed to lower
some of his standards in the
classroom just so he could
sleep a normal amount at
night.
“I came to college primarily
for academics,” Fedor said, “but
as I got older,
I knew that if
I wanted to run well, I needed
to get sleep so I could recover,
and as a result my standards
for academics were declined.”
It doesn’t mean he regrets
his decision—Fedor
believes
that it allowed him to focus
more on himself and forming relationships as well, an
integral part of the college
experience. But the fact is,
athletes shouldn’t have to decide between developing in the
classroom and on the field.
...

Another big reason for
that comes from professors.
Because of their constant
travel schedules and how
many classes they’ll have to
miss, many teachers make
scheduling classes difficult for
athletes.
Fedor brought up two
examples: a general chemistry
professor who insists on each
of his students taking his tests
at 10 a.m. on its scheduled day,
and a class on the history of
Boston that he almost couldn’t
take because he would have
to miss too many discussion
classes.
LRSA provides athletes with
blue sheets that detail when
they will miss class for their
commitments. Some teachers
comply with these blue sheets,
but, as Fedor said, many do
not understand what they are
signing.
“It’s supposed to start the
conversation but that kind of
conversation doesn’t always
happen,” Fedor said. BC must
create an overarching and clear

policy for professors in how
to communicate with studentathletes and help them coexist
in the classroom.
Dard Miller, director of
LRSA, believes that some of
this time-related pressure
comes from the athletes themselves.
“I think there can be a lot of
misperception about their intentions or their preparation,”
Miller said. “But all students
want to do well in school, and
I think our student-athletes are
the same and have those same
goals.”
That points to BC’s 95
percent graduation rate among
student-athletes, fifth-highest among all Division-I FBS
schools in 2014. Miller pointed
out, however, that, in her experience at BC, athletes actually
perform better in the classroom when in season.
She believes much of that
has to do with the additional
structure of their time. Miller
also stresses a core part of
LRSA’s mission to communicate effectively with teachers
and make the most out of
their classes’ resources, such
as appointments with teacher
assistants or office hours.
“The stronger the student
is as a self-advocate, the better he or she is to kind of able
to negotiate these demands,”
Miller said.
SAAC supplements this
self-advocation by making athletes aware of their resources
on campus, Fedor said.
The committee does this
by pairing seniors with freshmen to make them aware of
the NCAA’s laundry list of
innumerable restrictions and
help them adjust to college
academic life, a problem not
unique to athletes. SAAC
also meets regularly with the
Athletic Advisory Board, made
up of several BC professors, to
discuss issues such as scheduling and exam conflicts. Both
SAAC and LRSA are excel-

lent starting points in helping
students succeed.
Fedor also believes that it’s
too complicated to place blame
squarely on coaches for voluntary practices.

While he worries that if he
doesn’t look as if he’s puts in
extra effort coaches will pass
him over for other runners
who seem more committed, he
feels more pressure from his
teammates and himself.
“It’s considered volunstill reflects on your
tary —it
own personality and your own
priorities if you don’t show up
to this practice that’s intended
to help the team get better,”
Fedor said. “[Your teammates]
start to question your dedication because you’re not trying
to make yourself better to help
the team get better.”
This feeling Fedor has can
relate to everyone—who hasn’t
been at least a little hard on
themselves at some point?
There may be some pressure
coaches place on the athletes,
but overall, it comes down to
the dedication of the studentathlete. And, at least in Fedor’s
case, BC athletes handle that
pressure well.
Another concern of Pac-12
student-athletes comes from
a difficulty in making friends
with non-athletes.
The report states that
“student-athletes also say they
are frustrated with the stigma
surrounding student-athletes
from their university peers.
Asa result, student-athletes
do not feel like normal college
students.”
Mikaela Rix, senior lacrosse
star, doesn’t believe this occurs
at BC. She also doubles as a
SAAC board member, where
she has made it her personal
mission to work with Director of Athletics Brad Bates to
find ways to unify the onetwelfth of BC students who are
athletes with the rest of the

populace.
She believes, however, that
her job doesn’t take much
work. “With the white backpack thing and the studentathletes, I could definitely
understand how students,
depending on where they go
to school, aren’t in touch,” Rix
said. “But I think that a lot of
athletes here try and make
friends with the regular population, which I think is really

unique.”
On the other hand, sporting
commitments prevent student-

athletes from partaking in
three major aspects of college
life: internships, studying
abroad, and choosing their
own classes.
Bates finds that most
athletes struggle to lock down

“When you go
into Conte, you
don't come out
until the light
has changed
-Mikaela Rix
internships because of the
year-round commitment to
their sports. Even single-season sports, like football, make

it difficult because they practice over the summer.
But Bates plans for athletics
to work with BC alumni who
are former student-athletes to
create shorter-term internships for current athletes.
This system will give them
job experience even when they
can’t dedicate months-long

periods.
Studying abroad also represents an area where many
student-athletes want more

opportunities —70 percent of
those surveyed in the Pac-12
say that athletics denies them
of this opportunity. Rix echoed
this, as lacrosse, combined
with summers as an orientation leader and an internship
prevented her from going
elsewhere.
Some BC teams, however,
take advantage of programs
provided by the NCAA to go
abroad once everyfour years,
according to Bates.
“While it’s not a formalized, credit-driven educational
experience, it’s a very significant cultural experience for
those students,” Bates said. In
addition, many athletes believe
the sacrifice of studying abroad
is worth playing—and
wina sport you love. “I
ning—in
do think that that’s one thing
that people do get to miss out
on, but you’re also having the
tradeoff of being on an awesome team,” Rix said. So here,
once again, the department
has made some small efforts to
alleviate this worry.

The most troubling area,
Fedor says, comes from the
difficulty for athletes to pick
classes. Track practices have
been held at the same time for
his four years—l 2 to 3p.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. If
you’re a runner who wants to
declare as a psychology major,
you’ll have to consider a different career path since classes
conflict.
Sometimes, that’s out of
Athletics’ control. Since BC
lacks some basic facilities, like
a track, they must use other
schools’ tracks, which only can
provide certain times.
But if an athlete gets stuck
with a bad pick time for classes, his or her choices might
become limited.
Since many classes cannot be rescheduled —some
professors have taught the
same classes for decades and
may not (or will not) change
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their routines, or certain core
classes are, under department
policy, at the same time —the
responsibility must fall on
Athletics to vary its practice
schedule, within its means, to
allow student-athletes more
options for classes.

Change may be on the horizon for BC. Bates relayed that
the department conducts exit
interviews with all graduating
and transferring athletes.
He claimed that, in his
findings, many of the Pac-12
survey’s main points, like sleep
deprivation, don’t directly
correlate from their athletic
activities.
Bates, however, reiterated
that “the intellectual development of our students are at the
foremost of what we’re trying
to accomplish." As such, he
expressed that he intends to
make reforms in the exit interviews to incorporate the same
questions asked by the Pac-12.
But to truly help studentathletes, Bates needs to address each of the issues Fedor
and Rix brought up. Athletes
shouldn’t have to deal with
additional stresses while they
already have to spend so much
time away from the classroom
travelling and competing for
the school (sometimes for the
University’s profit).
Given the sample size here,
BC has done a decent job preventing a complete disconnect
between the administration
and the students, especially
when compared to Pac-12
schools.
Yet more needs to be done.
If Bates doesn’t act on it now,
student-athletes may teeter off
that wavering academic-athletic tightrope, and not in the
direction BC wants.

Michael Sullivan is the Spoi'ts
Editor for The Heights. He
can be reached at sports@
bcheights.com.
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This Week's Games

Sports Editor

Softball: BCvs. Virginia Tech

JACKSTEDMAN

Assoc. Sports Editor
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TOM DEVOTO

CHRIS FULLER
Assoc. Arts Editor

BC, 2-1

Virginia Tech, 3-0

BC, 2-1

Virginia Tech, 2-1

Will baseball make the ACC Tournament?

Yes

No

Yes

No

Will lacrosse win an NCAA Tournament game?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Golden State

Houston

Who will win the NBA Finals?

San

Antonio

vs>

Virginia
Tech

The Boston College softball team will host the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
for the final home series of the 2015 season. The
Eagles, who have a conference record of 4-14, can
lock up a second consecutive winning season by
taking the series over the Hokies. Virginia Tech
boasts two of the better hitters in the ACC in
Breanna Davenport and Kylie McGoldrick, each of
whom has a batting average above .340. The Eagles
countered with some power of their own, led by
catcher and third baseman Tatiana Cortez.

Assoc. Arts Editor
"

Game of the Week

Syracuse upset BC in the First round oF
the ACC Women’s Lacrosse Tournament
with a 14-13 double overtime win. North
Carolina swept Birdball in Chapel Hill,
holding BC to one run over three games.
SoFtball salvaged one win in a threegame set at Louisville. The Yankees won
the First Subway Series oF the year, two
games to one, over the Mets.

32-22

TOM DEVOTO
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Eagles split doubleheader with UMass, defeat Friars
By

Alex

Heigh ts

Stanley

Staff

Following a relatively low
scoring series at Louisville this
past weekend, which saw the
Eagles score a total offour runs
in three games, the Boston College softball team had scored
as many runs in two innings on
Tuesday.
The Eagles traveled to UMass
Amherst for a double-header
beginning at 2 p.m. at Sortino
Field. After tightly losing the
first game 8-7, BC rallied to
mercy the Minutemen 16-0 in
the second game.
UMass drew first blood on
the day, gathering six runs within
the first two innings before Jessica Dreswick was taken out
in favor of sophomore Jordan
Weed. Weed did not allow a
single run while she was in. Allyson Frei, who walked two players
into home plate, replaced her.

Those two runs were actually the
decisive factor in the game.
BC held a 7-6 lead before
the seventh inning, which was
started in the second inning by a
grand slam from Chloe Dubocq.
A single from Jessie Daulton in
the fourth and an error in the
fifth put BC in command of the
game before the pivotal seventh
inning.
In the second game, BC
sought revenge for what seemed
like a winnable game.
Chloe Sharabba started BC’s
offensive rout with a double in
the first inning, which scored
two. A Jordan Chimento infield
single gave her another RBI, and
then Taylor Coroneos scored
Sharabba, which rounded out
the first inning score at 4-0.
The Eagles bats took a break
in the second inning before
returning to full throttle in
the third. A number of singles,
walks, and even one wild pitch

saw the score aggregate to 90, before Tatiana Cortez hit a

three-run homer.
Then BC finished the game
out in the fourth inning. With
the bases loaded, Weed was
walked and Madison Paulson
scored. Then Megan Cooley
singled, bringing in Allison
Chase. Dubocq scored on a
fielder’s choice, and finally Weed
gathered a run of her own when
Annie Murphy hit her in off of a
single. No runs were scored in
the fifth inning, but the mercy
rule was instituted by the umpire, who ended the game.
Frei and Dreswick were on
the mound for the second game,
and allowed a cumulative four
hits and no runs.
BC’s high-powered offense
took no respite the following day, with a third midweek
game against Providence on
Wednesday. The Eagles won
this matchup 7-1 at Shea Field,

and they improved their overall
record to 24-22.
Friars right fielder Nicole
Lundstrom drew first blood
in the first inning with a solo
home run on the first at-bat of
the game. Dreswick managed to
contain Providence for the rest
of the inning, before Cortez got
her revenge in the second.
Cortez continued her dynamite hitting streak with a
double that scored Daulton.
Later on in the inning, Sharabba scored Murphy, giving the
Eagles the start of what became
a big lead.
In the fifth, Murphy garnered
a pair of her own RBIs, when she
doubled to score Coroneos and
Cooley. Then Cortez tacked on
one more home run to her tally,
blasting herself and Murphy
home.
Cooley closed out the game’s
action with a single to left that
saw Coroneos to home plate. ¦

HALEY CORMIER / HEIGHTS STAFF

Tatiana Cortez shined again at the plate for the Eagles over the week.

Reineke plans to take year offfrom BC to prep for Rio 2016
8

From Reineke, B

PHOTOS COURTESYOF ROB MIGLIACCIO| US NATIONAL TEAM SAILING/SPERRY TOP-SIDER

Erika Reineke sails mostly doublehanded at BC (top), but plans to sail singlehanded in Olympic competition.
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1
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BC
7
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enough to traverse the open seas.
Once Reineke became ready to sail on
the ocean, she started making excuses
to avoid the water at all costs: headache, stomachache, you name it.
“It was happening every weekend, and at first we didn’t realize
what was wrong with her,” Sharon
said. “But then we realized it was
because she was afraid to go to the
ocean.”
Eventually, Reineke was convinced
to stick with the sport—partially
bribed by her mother with cookies,
partially enthralledwith winning most
of the regattas she entered. It’s a good
thing she did, because if she hadn’t,
the world would be without one of
the best young sailors of this generation. Once Reineke got the hang of it,
the gold medals started coming and
haven’t stopped since.
The junior won the 2010 and
2011 Sailing Laser Radial World
Championships, in addition to the
2012 Under-21 World Championships—all before she even enrolled
at BC. Reineke added three consecutive NEISA Women’s Singlehanded
Championships to expand her trophy
case, and last week she received one
of her biggest individual honors
to date—2ols
NEISA Conference
Women’s Sailor of the Year.
Asked if she was bewildered to
see her college-aged daughter accomplish so much at such a young
age, Sharon said she wasn’t surprised
at all by Erika’s success.
“Absolutely not,” Sharon said. “It’s
not a surprise to us at all, and I hope
she succeeds because she deservesit.
She really does.”
Reineke will not be able to complete her college career at BC in just
four years, against her initial wishes.

19.8 AVG KILLS
18.6 AVG KILLS

BC
16
MASS 0

DUBOCQ GRAND SLAM BC
LEMIRE GRAND SLAM

URI

8
4

Though a chance to represent the
United States at the Olympics would
be a no-brainer for many, the decision to leave BC for a year racked
Reineke’s mind for a while.
When Reineke first came to BC,
head coach Greg Wilkinson presented her BC career as a five-year
plan. While she hated it at first—she
wanted to complete her degree in
four years—her ascent to the top
of the collegiate sailing world made
that impossible. Still, she held some
reservations about the year off.
“She had a very hard time making this decision,” Sharon said. “It
was very hard for her because she
absolutely lovesher team. They push
each other, they laugh together, and
you can see their success now.”
Reineke chose BC over the College ofCharleston and the University
of Miami, and while sailing played a
big part in her commitment, Reineke
values her education. The environmental studies major cited the
support from the BC academic community as one of the primary reasons
she chose to sail for the Eagles and
head coach Greg Wilkinson.
Since singlehanded competition
takes place only in a few collegiate
regattas each year, Reineke participates in the co-ed division, which
Wilkinson described as an “open”

with men. In Reineke’s case, she
does not only hold her own against
the boys, but she can consistently
beat them.
“She loves not being a ‘female’
athlete at times,” Sharon said. “She
thrives on the competitiveness of
sailing against men, because that
encourages her to train harder and
improve.”

category.

peaceful, serene.
The water that once terrified her
has now become one of her best

I“ n co-ed, we sail two-person
boats, and there are no gender
restrictions,” Wilkinson said. “Most
women who steer the boat in college sailing compete for women’s
national championships, but what
makes Erika so unique—like a couple
of women every couple ofyears —is
that she has a huge presence on the
co-ed side of sailing.”
Sailing is unique as a sport in that
women can compete fairly evenly

The water was rough for the 2013
ISCA/Laser Performance Singlehanded Championships in Newport,
R.I. —Reineke,
just a sophomore,
sat perched on her signature Laser
Radial boat with a determined look
of confidence on her face.
With winds whipping, waves
crashing, chaos ensuing all around
her, Reineke is still. She leans back,
trusting her whole bodyweight to the
boat, steering it with the precision
of a heart surgeon. Reineke slides
side to side underneath the mast as
it shifts with the winds—she never
holds one position for more than a
few seconds.
Reineke’s trusty Radial darted
around the Narragansett Bay, gliding and turning with the patterns of
the breeze.
Despite the less-than-ideal
weather conditions, she managed
to make her journey look graceful,

friends.
“She is just a fish out of water,”
Sharon said. “On land, she is such a
goofball, but the minute she puts her
foot in a boat, it’s a totally different
story. It’s incredible to watch her.”
No longer scared by the vast mysteriousness of the deep blue sea, she
has found a home in the ocean.
Erika Reineke is relaxed. ¦

CORTEZ HR 3 H 3 RBI
MENDOKER 0.1 IP BER
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LUNDSTROM 2 H 1 RBI
CORTEZ 3 H 3 RBI
MOUNTFORD 2 H HR
SAUTER3 H 4 RBI
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Choosing
time wisely

THE DREAMS...

Michael Sullivan
Midterms and finals suck.
All the stress of the work you
probably didn’t do for the entire semester falls on your shoulders at the
last second. The rigidity of certain
classes’ grading scales make one point
the difference between two full letter
grades. Sometimes you have two tests
on the same day, like I have had six
times—three times for finals—already
in my young college career (thanks
UGBC).
It only gets worse for student-athletes. Take, for example, Collin Fedor,
senior runner at Boston College
and the outgoing president of the
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
(SAAC). He recalled travelling down
to Clemson, S.C. last winter for the
ACC Indoor Track Championships—a perfect opportunity to escape the
brutal cold of Boston for sunny South
Carolina, while getting a three-day
“break" from school.
I put break in quotes because
missing three days of class is not
something most professors at BC
greet with a warm welcome. And
unfortunately for Fedor and other
runners, the NCAA and ACC care
little about the academic calendars at
each of their member schools when
scheduling events like this. The tournament came during the week before
BC’s infamously early Spring Break—aka the peak of midterm season.
Many members of the track team
crammed into a singular conference room to take ates they
couldn’t have rescheduled for when
they returned—at 8 p.m. after a day of
competing (and with another whole
day of running to follow).
Many were up the night before
their Thursday races studying, since
most flights to ACC schools from
Boston last four to five hours and
there’s no Internet during flights. The
team brought a member of Learning Resources for Student-Athletes
(LRSA), a department that provides
various services to help athletes meet
their scholastic demands, to proctor
all of their exams. Some had to use
lap boards provided by the hotel. One
used an ironing board.
“It’s difficult to really do your best
kind of work when you’re in those
kind of cramped conditions, but then
you’re also trying to focus on what
is the most important meet of the
indoor season,” Fedor said.
Despite BC’s insistence that academics comes first, yet again, sports
was the priority.

King Crowley's team.

_

ATHLETICS
2014-2015

THE NIGHTMARES

...AND
Pinstripe panic:

Growing pains:

Three timesfor titles:

Into the slammer:

An empty Beanpot:

BC fans entered a state of
pure euphoria when David
Dudeck came down with a
Tyler Murphy pass in overtime
of the Pinstripe Bowl against
Penn State. They were, however, just as quickly snapped out
of it as BC missed the ensuing
extra point. Thanks to some
soft defense, PSU scored on
its offensive possession to
seal the deal, abruptly ending
BC's postseason victory bid.

Jim Christian’s first season at the helm of the
men’s basketball program
produced more than a few
bumps in the road. Even
with the performances
of Olivier Hanlan, the
Eagles had a knack for
falling just short in the
end, and eventually lost
to North Carolina in the
second round of the ACC
Tournament.

The BC women's hockey team
had three shots for hardware
this season, but came up
empty-handed each time.
Losses to Harvard in the
Beanpot, to BU in the Hockey
East Championship, and to
Harvard once again in the
Frozen Four kept the Eagles'
2014-15 trophy case bare.
BC had its best season ever,
but has nothing to show for it
in the end.

Despite upsetting the No.

After enduring a four-game
losing streak in November
(the first in a decade for BC
hockey), the Eagles went
into the Beanpot with high
hopes for a sixth consecutive
title. The Northeastern Huskies had other plans. Dustin
Darou’s late goal clinched the
victory for Northeastern, who
lost and tied in two meetings
with the Eagles earlier in the

15 Duke Blue Devils, the
women’s basketball team's
season will be remembered
for the departure of Lauren
Engeln from the team, as well
as suspensions to captain
Nicole Boudreau, Karima
Gabriel, and Kat Cooper. Head
coach Erik Johnson cited a
disagreement of beliefs in
the dismissal of Engeln from
the team.

season.

Erika Reineke sets sail with Olympic aspirations
By Tom

DeVoto

Asst. Sports Editor
Erika Reineke recently created a Netflix
account.

In doing so, she became likemillionsofcollege students and lazy people, except that she
doesn’t watch television very often, so it sits
mostly unused. Instead, she opts to participate
in things that keep her active, like spikeball or
table tennis. Even when the Boston College
junior sailor tries to relax, her mind becomes
restless and she has to get active once again.
Who has time for television when you’re
prepping for ISCA Nationals and, eventually,
the Olympics?
Upon completing her junior year this
spring, Reineke will finish out the season for
BC sailing, which stretches into the beginning of June, before making preparations for
the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. Seeking to become the second BC
athlete from the Class of 2016 to participate

INSIDESPORTS
THIS ISSUE

in the Olympics—BC women’s hockey’s Alex
Carpenter was the first—Reineke has the
chance to finish her athletic career on the
sport’s biggest stage.
The water wasn’t always so kind to Reineke,
though.
Reineke’s parents, Fred and Sharon, signed
the family up for a membership at the local
yacht club—despite never having sailed themselves—when Erika was about 7 years old.
They saw other children sailing in their Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. neighborhood and thought
it might be an interesting hobby for Erika and
their younger daughter, Sophia, to pick up.
“My parents just signed us up, so I did
it and I hated it at first,” Reineke said. “I was
terrifiedof the wind, the waves, and justbeing
out in the ocean.”
The youngest sailors at the Lauderdale
Yacht Club are kept awayfrom the ocean and
trained in a safer space until they are skilled
PHOTOS COURTESYOF ROB MIGLIACCIO

See Reineke, B

JuniorErika Reineke was named NEISA Conference Women’s Sailor of the Year for 2015.

Baseball rolls in non-conference matchups
After an embarrassing weekend in North Carolina, BC rebounded
with two wins over non-conference opponents URI and Bryant
B6

Softball
Scoreboard
Editors’ Picks

B
B
B

7

6

See Column, B

Shea’s getting Shaw-some:
Even without slugger Chris
Shaw and starter Jeff Burke,
who both succumbed to injury, Mike Gambino's team
has brought Birdball back
to BC. The Eagles won their
11th Beanpot, swept two
ACC opponents—Georgia Tech
and Duke—and are on pace
for their first winning season
since 2010.

7

At BC, athletes experience these
pressures regarding time and aca-

Rising in theranks:
Acacia Walker’s team has
played second-fiddle to ACC
teamsfortoo long. Forthefirst
time, BC lacrosse broke out,
defeating top-10 opponents
in Syracuse (the Eagles’ first
time ever beating the Orange),
North Carolina, Notre Dame,
and Louisville, behind the
dangerous offenseof Mikaela
Rix and Covie Stanwick

7

But others should raise concerns,
like 77 percent of athletes who feel
they get less sleep than the rest of the
student population or the 73 percent
of Pac-12 athletes who feel pressure
from coaches to attend every “voluntary” practice.

Chomping at the champs:
Men’s soccer took down the
reigning NCAA Champions
and No. 1-ranked Notre Dame
in South Bend. Against all
odds, BC stole the lead thanks
to Ike Normensinu’s lone goal
of the game and held on for
the 1-0 victory. Alex Kapp
and the defense performed
admirablyto secure the upset,
deflecting 19 shots from the
dominant Fighting Irish.

BC

—

careers.

We’re goingstreaking:
Anew sport rose to the forefront of the minds of BC sports'
fans: women's hockey. The
team, led by eventual Patty
Kazmaier Award winner Alex
Carpenter and freshman goalie Katie Burt, uncorked an undefeated streak of 28 games
to open its season. No team
won more games in 2014-15
at BC than head coach Katie

7

Fedor’s example shows one of
many difficulties athletes have when
balancing on the tightrope between
their educational and athletic commitments. It shouldn’t seem surprising, given how much time we can see
athletes dedicate to their sports
heck, many of us did the same in
high school, too, or still do with our
extracurricular activities. But now we
know how the athletes feel about all
of these pressures.
Last week, CBS Sports’s Dennis
Dodd leaked the Pacific-12 Conference’s report on student-athlete time
demands.
The Pac-12 surveyed 409 studentathletes from nine of its member
schools, with equal gender representation and featuring respondents
from each sport in the conference.
Some results shouldn’t come as a surprise, such as the fact that 80 percent
of athletes have missed a class in their

We beat USC!:
Few pundits pegged the Eagles
to have a shot against one of
the nation's hottest teams: No.
9 Southern California. Yet on
Red Bandanna Day, honoring
9/11 hero Welles Crowther,
BC unleashed its biggest
weapon: the run game. The
Eagles dashed all over the
Trojans for 452 yards on the
ground in a 37-31 upset at
Alumni Stadium.

The

heights

Person of the Year
2014-2015

KATIE DALTON

DREW HOO/ HEIGHTS EDITOR

MAGGIE POWERS

MANAGING EDITOR

Katie

Dalton looks instantly familiar. At 5-foot-3, her
milk chocolate eyes are about level with mine, wide and
inviting. The grey cardigan and chunky teal statement
necklace are things that I have in my closet. Even her
name, Katie, sounds like someone my age, not the directorof a major
department at Boston College.
Dalton, director of the Women’s Center (WC), should be moving
at about twice the pace of the average person. Her work means she
spends every day confronting major national issues such as gender
equality, female empowerment, and sexual assault, and how they
intersect with the lives of BC students. You would never know by
watching her in a conversation.
Dalton listens, really listens, so that she can hear you. She moves
forward in her chair, tipping her chin, almost extending her body so
she can meet you in the middle. If someone were to walk by quickly,
her expression could almost be confused for surprise—her eyebrows
lift, her eyes stretch. It’s like she is trying to maximize every bit of
her face to take in what you’re saying.
But the way she answers is almost equally impressive. She sits up
straight and maps out her answer with her hands, softly, but deeply
composed. And then, she does what so many of us fail to and
sits back to hear the response.
Dalton graduated from BC in 2003, but her presence extends far
beyond her four years in both directions. Her parents went to BC,
and so did both of her sisters, and her husband is also a BC alum,
whom she met when they were adult leaders on Kairos. They were
married five years later in St. Ignatius, checking off another box on
the list of possible BC fantasies that students have.
After a brief stint working in advertising after college, Dalton
decided to pack her bags and get her master’s degree in higher
education at Northwestern. She stayed for three days before feeling
homesick for Chestnut Hill, Mass. She drove directly from Chicago
to BC and started classes that evening, returning to a place that felt
like home. Dalton applied for the director of the Women’s Center
in 2007 and has kept moving ever since.

the issues Dalton was battling at BC. In
2013, with the blessing of the center, the WC
was elevated to a stand-alone department.
“I think what Barb recognized was there
was a great opportunity to move away from
kind of medicalizing women’s issues,” Dalton
said. Prior to this year, the WC was under
the Office of Health Promotion, and there
was a common misconception on campus
that the Center only dealt with information
and resources regarding women’s health and
the major campaign weeks, Love Your Body
Week and C.A.R.E Week. The WC hired an
assistant director, Rachel Dibella, who has
taken over many of the responsibilities for
programs focused on sexual assault. Now
Dalton has the time and hands she needs to
make the Center forward-thinking, rather
than reactionary. The WC aims to empower
women upfront, with a very determined Dalton leading the way.
During her first day on the job, Dalton sat
Dibella down. She asked her three questions:
PHOTO COURTSEY OF KATIE DALTON
Where do you want to be in 10 years? Where
sons
University,
joy
great
Liam, 3, and Teddy, 1.
Besides
her
work
at
the
Dalton
finds
in
her
husband
and
do you want to be in five years? And how can
Zone, an indoor trampoline park, for a staff retreat. They wound up
we help you get there?
“Her first question for me is, ‘How can I help you achieve your on the burnt orange and deep blue trampoline dodgeball court —a
goals?”’ Dibella said. “And that is such a different style of managing ridiculous activity any way you slice it. But Dalton’s competitive nasomeone from, ‘Here’s what I need from you,.”
ture started to flow. She and the staff challenged some adult couples
Dalton is a mentor by nature. “I wouldn’t even be able to quantify and middle school boys. Dalton didn’t let them off easy, whipping
how many students have considered Katie a mentor, but it’s hundreds.
the red dodgeballs at the strangers —even the boys. “When you see
I really think it’s hundreds,” said Katie O’Dair, associate vice president her in action, she is in action’,’ Marino said.
for Student Affairs and Dalton’s long-time friend and colleague.
Very few things in Dalton’s life are as routine as her workouts.
There’s a sign hanging directly across from the door to DalReally, the only constants in Dalton’s schedule are meetings —a very
ton’s no one belongs here more than you. It’s the perfect backdrop
loose cord to tie around a day when the content varies so much.
for Dalton. The sign validates anyone and everyone’s presence in
The WC programs alone are a huge undertaking. In addition to
can be a scary place for almost anyone. In a span of
Dalton’s midst. “She never assumes things about students, she never Bystander training, the center runs the Sexual Assault Network
three months, 34 percent of students will feel depressed, oversteps her boundaries and says, ‘Okay, you’re saying this, but it
(SANet), Advance (a forum for the various gender-focused groups
sounds to me like what you mean is this,”’ said Paige Marino, a WC on campus), Concerned About Rape Education (C.A.R.E.) week,
according to the Associated Press. The National Institute
of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism reports that 1,825 staffer and A&S ’l5.
Love Your Body Week, and Duo (a peer mentoring program). Dalton
college students between the ages of 18 to 24 die each year from
also often acts as a bridge to counseling, a professor (she teaches a
alcohol-related unintentional injuries.
has a few other signs, too. One that reads, Making little
Cross Currents seminar, a one-credit class for students in courses
For women, the worries are even greater. The National Institute
“pew pew” noises instantly makes you a superhero hangs that raise complex issues), and an advisor for programs like this
of Justice estimates that for every 1,000 women attending a college
closer to the window. Even with her quirks, Dalton knows
year’s inaugural Own It Summit.
or university, there are 35 incidents of rape each academic year. A
she can be a force of change-if she believes in something,
It’s a juggling act of complex issues, packed schedules, and a
2012 report found that female students at BC are leaving with lower normally it happens. She affects almost all BC students’ lives, even if myriad of personalities all competing for her attention. And those
self-confidence than they came in with, while men’s self-confidence they don’t realize it. She brought Bystander Training to BC four years are only the demands of her job.
Before the dodgeball game, Dalton invited her staff to her home
rises. And standing in the way of all this is Dalton, one very tiny ago. Bystander, a student-led program that addresses the multiple
woman in metallic Vans.
aspects of sexual violence, encourages students to develop effective for some food and a formal meeting. Her 2-year-old Liam is outgoBarbara Jones, vice president for Student Affairs, recognized ways to handle situations that could lead to sexual violence.
ing just like his mom, and he was very excited to show off all the
“Many people didn’t know what Bystander toys to his guests. His little, red-haired head bobbed around the
was,” O’Dair said. “Katie worked with a team room as he shoved toy cars and blocks into the hands of his cooing
from UNH, not only to bring it to BC, but to
new friends. Dalton would let this go on for a few minutes and then
adapt it to the Boston College culture.” What explain to Liam that mommy was at work right now, and the girls
started as maybe 600 or 800 students going would play in a little bit.
Dalton gets visibly happy when asked to speak about her famthrough the training is now 3,000. An impressive
99 percent of the class of 2018 has gone through ily—either
her sons or the family she has built at BC. Work-life
Bystander training. The statistics are impressive, balance is something about which she worries, but until she stops
but consider it in the context of a Mod party: in finding as much joy at BC as at home, Dalton is sticking with her
four years, everyone at that party will have been balancing act.
taught how to recognize warning signs, and
where to draw the line.
9 a.m. on Friday, Dalton had already finished her first
What translates to determination in her work
meeting of the day. “This is like lunch time for me,” she
said, laughing when she noticed the venti coffee I was
is just sheer competitiveness in other parts of
Dalton’s life.
holding. She and I were walking back in the cold, morning
sunshine, and I was fumbling for conversation to fill the time from
She played basketball at an Australian university while studying abroad in college and runs
Fulton to Stokes.
the steps of Harvard Stadium at 6:30 every the
She asked me about my week and I let out an audible sigh. I found
morning. “She makes Secret Santa competitive, my stress about my portfolios and finals tumbling out ofmy mouth,
somehow,” Dibella said. “It’s become increasingly
giving her too many details for someone who had only known her for
more competitive every year because only Katie
a week She turned toward me, coming a bit closer. She turned toward
me, coming a bit closer. Out of my peripheral vision I could see her
PHOTO COURTSEY OF KATIE DALTON
can make Secret Santa competitive.”
Dalton, Dibella, and the Women’s Center Staff on the dodgeball court for their staff retreat this fall.
This fall, Dalton and her team went to Sky eyes getting bigger, her hands poised to help me lay out a plan. ¦
—
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EMERGENCY STAFF
CORINNE DUFFY HEIGHTS EDITOR
One hundred eight and three-fifths
inches of snow. An average temperature of 18.8 degrees throughout the
month of February. Approximately $2
billion in regional economic costs due
to snow anacold. Four full days of cancelled class —and one delayed start—at
Boston College.
And yet, emergency staff at the University held out
through the obscenely snowy night, tenacious, unsung
heroes of the worst Boston winter on record.
To combat the inclement weather—and Chestnut Hill,
Mass, certainly suffered no shortage—the Officeof Emergency Management(OEM) and its constituent Emergency
Management Executive Team (EMET) assembled an indefatigable force:BC Dining Services, Facilities Management,
BCPD, the Office ofResidential Life, BC EMS, Transportation and Parking, the Office of Student Affairs, University
Libraries, and the Officeof News and Public Affairs. From
Winter Storm Juno through the second coldest February
onrecord in Boston, emergency staffwithstood it all—and
enabled the rest of the BC community to survivethe harsh
winter weather, too.
Comprised of around 20 members and chaired by
Director of OEM John Tommaney, the EMET meets
every other month to discuss upcoming, planned events
such as football games and commencement, and develop
emergency procedures for the unprecedented—such as
this past, superlative-rife winter. “Our job is really looking
at the big picture and how it all comes together, and then
sequencing what the priority of the University is,” Tommaney said. “Our job is to make sure we give [the Provost,
University President, and Executive Vice President] the
best information available to make informed decisions on
overall campus activity.”
Consulting with, briefing, and updating the Offices of
the Provost and the Dean of Faculties, the Executive Vice
President, and the University President on planned and
emergency goings on, the EMET is an always-essential
faction on campus, crucial to equipping top University
decision-makers with pertinent information.
While the EMET cannot anticipate, but still prepares
for crises like the Boston Marathon bombings of 2013, for
blizzards such as that which struck New England from
Jan. 26-27—dumping a whopping 24.6 inches of malleable
powder as the sixth largest storm in Boston history since
1935—the team readies itself several days in advance.
“We have very close relationships with the National
Weather Service,” Tommaney said, “So we’re able to monitor winter storms
and share information between the
[parties involved].” Although much work goes into safety
preparation preceding an emergency, the EMET and its
auxiliary groups pull out all the stops during the eye of
the storm.
And for Facilities Management, this meant 225 em...

ployees and private contractors working around the clock

with limited sleep to clear campus, keep roadways open
for emergency vehicles, and maintain some semblance
of order with the arrival of Juno, and similar labor forces
to weather the smaller, but by no means inconsequential
storms in her wake.
“After a slow start, this winter really picked up in terms
of intensity and frequency of storms,” said Martin Dugal,
associate vice president of Facilities Services, in an email.
“I’m really proud of the way our staff, led by grounds and
custodial, responded and made certain that the campus
was as safe as possible. The winter was difficult on many
fronts and wasn’t just about clearing snow, the continuous
coldreally strained many of our building systems as well.”
This also meant recurrently staying overnight on cots
at the University.
“They did what I call yeoman’s work,” Tommaney said.
“They put in very, very long hours for snow removal. You
know, when most of us get a chance to sleep at night, they’re
going around the clock, trying to keep the roads and the
walkers and the buildings accessible and safe for people.”
Setting up camp in unoccupied zones of Maloney
Hall, emergencyFacilities staff slept on campus, unable to
leave due to citywide travel bans amid the declared state
of emergency and an increased need for emergency snow
removal aid. The University provided a constant supply
of food throughout the winter storms, allied with Dining Services—a contingent of whom also slept at BC on
several occasions.
“The heroes and heroines during this record-breaking
winter were clearly the hard-working staff in Facilities
Management and Dining Serviceswho, on many occasions,
slept overnight on cots to keep the University operating
and BC students fed,” said University Spokesperson Jack
Dunn in an email.
For her first year as the director of Dining Services,
Beth Emery certainlyencountered her share of emergency
planningand reorganization, overseeing the hectic, urgent
improvisationof her staff and its resources during an academic year replete with winter wreckage. “That six-week
periodfrom the end of January to basically all of February
was just a constant battle against Mother Nature,” Tommaney said. Yet, Emery, with emergency dining staff in tow,
provedjust as determined as the unrelentingwinter, with a
team ofindividuals sleepingin The Heights Room in Corcoran Commons, the Faculty Dining Room in McElroy, and
the Faculty Lounge in Stuart on five separate nights preceding class cancellationor delay in order to feed the7,000
mouths —and extra, emergency staff—pent up on campus.
While the two nights of Winter Storm Juno combinedhad
the most sleep overnight at 55 and 25, the subsequent three
storms necessitated that 21,45, and 31, respectively, stay in
BC’s emergency housing accommodations.
“Our team at BC Dining takes enormous pride in feeding the students and the BC community,” Emery said via
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Emergency Facilities Management staff worked around the clock recurrently this winter, continuously aiding in snow removal.
email. “This past winter was an excellent example of our
team members’ dedication. Many slept at BC to ensure that
we had enough staffto feed the community. Others traveled
through difficult conditions or found alternative methods
of transportation when the MBTA was unavailable. We
have a fabulous team who take their role as essential personnel very seriously’
But Facilities Management and BC Dining-while
by no means alone in their
prolonged plight: a myriad of emergency staff members
from other divisions aidedin maintaining the University’s
day-to-dayroutine.
“[Facilities and BC Dining Services] were joinedby
BCPD, and staff from BC Libraries, Residential Life and
Athletics who braved bad weather to serve the community,” Dunn added via email. “They and all members of
the Emergency Management Team deserve our thanks
for their efforts.”
Residence directors and assistants kept their respective
residents well informed on University updates, issuing
regular emails regarding procedural changes and adjustments to hourly schedules for dining halls and the Plex.
BCPD and BC EMS increased support staff on the Newton, Upper, and Lower Campuses, remaining vigilant on
emergency policy and conduct enforcement and thereby
ensuring the safety of the student body throughout each
of the winter storms.
When the February cold caused frozen pipes to burst
in residential buildings—one such instance involving a
fire sprinkler in Edmond’s—residential staff and Facilities
jumped into action to remedy the situation. “That was an
example of where facilities staff, residential staff moved
very quickly to clean it up and fix the problem,” Tommaney said.

hugely impactful—were

Even when the University decided to remain open

despite the MBTA shutdown, issuing a morning delay
rather than cancelling classes outright, faculty and staffrose
to the challenge, making the laborious trek to campus to
enable classes to resume. In terms of the OEM and EMET’s
performance this year, Tommaney alludedto this 10:30 a.m.
start on Feb. 10 as onearea upon which he and his team can
improve in the future, perhaps extending the BC Shuttle
service beyond its usual route to better transport faculty,
students, and staff to campus in inclement weather.
“We can’t shut down the University completelybecause
we have a caretaking responsibility, but at the same time
we have a significant number of students that commute
to campus and 3,500 employees off campus, and we have
to balance their safety against the operations on campus,”
he said.
On April 15, University President William P. Leahy, S.J.
hosted a thank you event to express gratitude for all those
whose hard work enabled BC to persevere through the
bleak winter months.
Going into his seventh year, Tommaney is pleased
with the progress OEM and EMET has made in terms of
advocating for and augmenting a culture of preparedness
at BC. “We’ve come a long way, you know, I’m very proud
of the fact that the University puts a lotof emphasis on our
ability to be prepared,” he said. “Everybody is a memberof
emergency management on campus, it’s not just the staff
thatwork here. Students, faculty members, staff members
all have a role to play. When we take basic preparedness
messages to heart, we’re a much stronger institution.
For the BC community going forward, he urges everyone to “keep up the march.”
“One of the things that I love most about BC is the
culture of our students,” he said. “We have a community
of students that philosophically want to help and want
to get involved
That’s a proud thing for the University,
that we have such a caring community that is willing to
jump in.” ¦
...

THOMAS MOGAN
GUS MERRELL HEIGHTS EDITOR

When Boston College hired
Thomas Mogan as the new dean
of students, it didn’t realize it
might have just hired the future
of BC’s basketball team.
The sportruns in Mogansfamily. His father coached
high school basketball for 30 years, and Mogan has
continued that tradition by coaching recreational and
CYO basketball programs. He has three sons—one a
sophomore in high school, another in eighth grade, and
the youngest in fifth grade. His 14-year-old is already over
6-foot-5, and his 16-year-old is 6-foot-4. It s justwhat the
administration and Jim Christian ordered.
Mogan grew up in the island city ofBrigantine, N.J.,
surfing and enjoying thebeach as a kid. While an undergraduate at the University ofDelaware, he spent his summers coaching kids of all ages at various sports camps. As
a history and political science major, he briefly considered
going to law school, but opted instead to take a year off
after graduation and became a history teacher at his old
high school when a teacher went on maternity leave.
Although he loved the kids, Mogan couldn’t see
himself as a high school history teacher forever, teaching
the same classes and coaching the same teams yearafter
year. He followed a friend to the University of Florida
where he joined their fledgling master’s degree program

in sports management, later interning for the university’s
recreation departmentand volunteering with the student
activities board.
Mogan fell in love with the student activities side of
his job when he worked at a small community college
in South Jersey. He worked with their athletic department—a careerroute he briefly considered before getting
involved in student activities —and their clubs and organizations, primarily advising the student government.
Mogan left the community college after only two
years, accepting a position at Villanova University in 1995.
He initially worked with their campus activities board and
their fraternities and sororities, before being promoted
to the director of student developmentin 1998, a role in
which he spent the next 17 years. In total, Mogan worked
for Villanova for nearly 20 years —leaving for BC one week
shy of his 20th anniversary at the school.
“In my going away party, they gave me theclock you
get for 20 years,” Mogan said with a laugh.
BC hired Mogan to fill the void left by the former
dean of students Paul Cherbator, who retired from the
University after the 2014 academic year. BC functioned
throughout the fall of 2014 without a dean of students
until Mogan was hired and joined the University in
January.
When Mogan got to BC, he immersed himself in the

MICHAEL SULLIVAN/ HEIGHTS EDITOR

Dean of Students Thomas Mogan finished his first year on campus, replacing Paul Cherbatorfor the spring semester.

culture, immediately going to as many events as possible.
Students enjoyed how visible he was, and they’d often see
him at cultural programs, panel discussions, and various
other events throughout the week.
He immediately put an emphasis on changing the
stigma associated with the dean of students office—that
the dean of students was only there to dole out punishment to students. Mogan wants to make it clear to students that his officepromotes a culture of care, that they
want students to be successful on campus, and wants to
show students he supports them.
“You could tell he was really engaged in the whole
life of the student,” said Barbara Jones,vice president of
student affairs and the administrator who lead the search
process for anew dean of students.
“I think he has the ability to help them reflect on the
conversation, to really think about what it is they’re seeing, hearing, doing and help them to sort through the
issues in a way that not everybody can do,” she said.
Mogan brought his experience as director of student development with him from Villanova, where he
stressed—and still continues to stress —the importance
of setting aside time to meet with students and actually
get to know them. He says it’s how he learns what is going
on at the school and what issues he can address.
He piloted an outreach program that helped satisfy
both of these needs. Dinners with the Dean brought
groups of students face to face with Mogan throughout
the spring semester, usually for the first time, wherein he
was able to get past the names and majors and learn about
their experiences at BC. Originally he had planned to hold
five dinners with 12 students each, but when the slots
filled up within 30 minutes, he expanded the program
to eight dinners with 14 students each.
He’d ask each student to identify a high point of his or
her time at BC, as well as identify a struggle or a concern
he or she was having. He’d distill a common theme from
the answers and center the rest of the table conversation
around it. It’s how he’s found areas where he thinks the
University can improve and help meet students expectations and improve their experience.
“I really love working on a college campus because I
enjoy working with students, and I feel like students really
do have a lot to teach us,” Mogan said. “I just love every
semester, and every year is anew opportunity to engage
a whole new group of students.”
When Mogan came to BC, he left the Greek life social
scene and replaced it with clubs and organizations. They
not only provide involvement opportunities for students,
he said, but also add a social aspect to the campus. Most
notably, he said, the student government at BC is larger
than at Villanova,and as a result, they haven’t shied away
from tackling the more challenging issues on campus.
Mogan has already developed a stronger relationship
with UGBC leaders than the Office of the Dean of Stu-

dents in the past, both outgoing and incoming, and will be
taking on the role as a formal advisor to UGBC at the beginning of next year. He has worked closely with Thomas
Napoli, UGBC senator and A&S 16, on his proposalfor
free expression, and is interested in making progress on
an issue that was stagnant in the fall semester.
Napoli said that over the past few years, BC has been
reluctant to address the social issues that have been
popping up on campus, from racial issues, to social justice clubs not getting proper recognition, to the lack of
University-wide discussions about GLBTQ students on
campus. No administrator wants to be the one to stick his
or her neck out to address these topics, he said.
Beyond actively working to make himself available
to students within UGBC, Mogan regularly meets with
students late into the evening or on weekends —Napoli
said that Mogan is setting a precedent on how to address students on delicate national matters. Although
the University remained silent in the fall on the deaths
of Eric Garner and Michael Brown, Mogan—alongside
Dr. Ines Maturana Sendoya, director of the Thea Bowman AHANA and Intercultural Center—immediately
addressed the issue of the racist chants uttered by a fraternity at the University of Oklahoma that made national
news at the same time as the 50th anniversary ofSelma
and the death of Tony Robinson in Madison, Wise. The
letter to the student body, written in collaboration with
Sendoya, set anew tone for students for how they are
being represented on campus, Napoli said.
Even if he can’t —in his structural position —enact
sweeping free expression reform, Napoli said he completely trusts Mogan is trying to fully understand the
how issues on campus affect students and enact policy
changes to address them.
“From my perspective, Dean Mogan is the highest
level administrator I’ve ever workedwith who has really
made a concerted effort to move forward on these social
issues, and honestiy, that takes courage because he’s being
watched by everyone,” Napoli said.
Mogan left his family behind in Philadelphia when
he moved to BC in January. His wife is the director of
academic advising at Villanova, and they decided it was
best to let their children finish out the school year before
moving. Mogan is anxious to move out of his apartment
in 2000 Commonwealth Ave. after the harsh winter
caused a pipe to burst on the 10th floor. Even though he
was seven floors below and didn’t have to move out, he
experienced a significant amount of leaking and water
damage. He’ll be moving into a house with the rest of
his family on Beacon St. that they are renting from the
University. Even though he’ll be a little bit more removed
from campus, Mogan plans to continue to heavily invest
in outreach to the student body.
“I hope next year when Ihave those dinners with the
Dean, those will be in my house,” he said. ¦
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JAMES KALE

CAROLYN FREEMAN HEIGHTS EDITOR

When James Kale, LSOE T6, was 5
years old, he knew what he wanted to
be when he grew up—the mayor of New
York. He told his mother that he wanted
to work on education reform. At the time,
she laughed and said she felt glad that he
aspiredto do that, but he might change
his mind later on.
Fifteen years later,Kale still aspires to affect education
reform. Once he went to high school, however, he started
realizing that the mayor does not actually hold that much
power so far as education goes. Now, he is considering the
idea of striving to one day become governor of the state.
This past year, Kale and his running mate, Jose Altomari, A&S 16, made up one of the three teams who ran
for the presidency and executive vice presidency of the
Undergraduate Government of Boston College (UGBC).
Unlike theother teams, Kale and Altomari were not previously involved in UGBC.
Kale was part ofa high-profile die-in demonstration in
the recently renovated St. Mary’s Hall late last semester, a
display in protest ofpolice violence in Ferguson, Mo. and
Staten Island, N. Y. This protest and several other efforts
in social justicefrom Kale might have brought him to the
forefront of student life in the fall, but these initiatives were
not the impetus for his decision to run. Rather, running
for the student government’s top office was something
he had been considering since freshman year. He felt that
there were many things that could be advocated for on
campus, but were not being advocated for by the right
people. Just like when he was 5, he wanted to lead reform
movements —he
thought he could be the advocate for
students whose voices are not heard.
“My whole thing coming here was to get social capital,
so I’m involved in so many things where I get to meet different students, get to hear the different concerns, get to
hear what they’re unhappy about, why they’re unhappy
with UGBC, why they’re unhappy with BC in general,”
he said.

Although Kale and Altomari did not win the UGBC
election, he marks the campaign experience as his greatest
accomplishment since arriving on campus. It was a humbling and rewarding experience, he said, especially when
people he did not know came up to him and said that he
had inspired them to get involved in UGBC.
“I could let other people thinkthat they could do this
nowf he said.

Kale’s passion for educational activism began when he
was growing up in the Bronx, in what he described to be
the worst district in New York in terms of living (“They
always streamline everyone to the prison there,” Kale said)
and in education. Asa child, he could tell things in his
neighborhood were not right, but he lacked the vocabulary
to identify exactly what was wrong with the inequality he
saw. Living near the Bronx District Attorney’s Court, he
felt being mayor—the legal head of the city—would be the
best way to fix the poverty he saw.
In high school, Kale—later
to graduate valedictorian—was
the president of the student government at the
Bronx School ofLaw, Government and Justice. The school,
he said, was originally meant to educate middle and high
schools about law and social studies. The focus has now
shifted, but he did have at least one law class each year. As
a fifth grader, he chose to go to this school because he was
interested, even then, in going into the legal profession.
Even at a young age, Kale was not complacent with the
status quo. When something needed to be taken care of,
he would be at the forefront, talking to the principal and
assistant deans of the high school, said Jacquelyn Andalcio,
LSOE T7, who went to the same school.
“He was very proactive rather than reactive,” she said.
“He really listened to the feedback from the other students,
so it wasn’t just what ‘I think’ but rather what ‘we think.’”
Transitioning from that school —a small public school
with only a handful of white students—to BC was a significant adjustment. Coming to BC as a first-generation
college student was the first time he really had classes with
white students and made white friends, he said. About 78
students from his high school class of 83 graduated, and
of those, just a fewleft the state to go to college. Kale pays
for his own tuition, and has worked different on-campus
and off-campus jobs,including at a mentoring non-profit
in Boston and at the counseling, development, and educational psychology department in the Lynch School of
Education.
“That’s a whole different level of responsibility, and it
has to shapeyour experiences, especially when you’re at a
college like this where there are lots of symbols ofprivilege,
where a lot of students may not have to worry about these
issues,” said Shawn McGuffey, an associate professor of
sociology who has served as a mentor forKale.
Prior to moving to the University, Kale spent seven
weeks before his freshman year living on campus for the
Options Through Education (OTE) transitional program
hosted by the Thea Bowman AHANA and Intercultural
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James Kale, LSOE’ 16, plans to earn a law degree and hopes to ultimately change the status quo by shifting policies.
Center. This experience, he said, gave him a social network
of other professors and students. Since Kale has come to
BC, he has become even more driven in his goals ofreform,
Andalcio said —being here has allowed him to see how
much power his voice has.
“I remember Jameshad to give a speech during OTE
and he was so nervous that his leg couldn’t stop shaking
,and everyfive seconds he would take a sip of his water and
tell me that he needed to go to the bathroom,” Giancarlo
Sanchez, Kale’s roommate since OTE and A&S T6, said in
an email. “I always jokewith him about that moment. But
now it’s like he’s stating speeches everywhere he goes.”
In the Bronx, color and race were not a big deal, Kale
said. Here, the conversations about race and socioeconomic factors are completely different from what he was used
to. Kale was approached to become a member of FACES
Council, a group that facilitates discussion forums about
race and ethnicity, but he declined. He feels that initiatives
like FACES are unsuccessful because they target people
already interested in matters ofrace and diversity.
“A lot of things that need to be discussed need to be
discussed in a classroom and FACES can’t do that unless
invited,” he said. “If you’re a student who doesn’t care about
anti-racism, who doesn’t care about learning about privileges you’re not going to go to thoseconversations.”
...

Instead, Kale is involved in the Black Student Forum
(BSF), which he noted is unique for the use of the term
“forum” rather than “union” in its title. This encourages
he said.
This past year, he was the co-director of the political
social activism section of BSF. In this position, he was
able to organize different events on campus, such as the
demonstration rejected by the University which led to
December’s unregistered die-in.
Kale has developed skills through his academics and
leadership in activism that will serve him well in the future,
especially in the fields of law and education, McGuffey
said, noting that his leadership during the die-in was
particularly impressive.
“He dearly wants to work with those people who the
law may not be quite blind to, those who need more legal
help for a variety of reasons,” he said. McGuffey also said
Kale would be wonderful in the classroom.
The action happening on campus this past year, such
as the die-in and other protests, puts into process what
students learn about social justice, Kale said. He believes
they are an opportunity to put passions into practice.
“With action comes awareness,” he said. “I feel like a
lot of things on campus —many of us are aware of—some
people just don’t want to address it. Some people don’t
want to turn their eye to it.” ¦
conversation,

TYLER MURPHY
JACK STEDMAN HEIGHTS EDITOR

A 66-yard touchdown run is a

highlight. A 66-yard QB scramble

with three minutes left to seal an
upset victory over the No. 9 team in
the country is a once-in-a-lifetime
moment.
But what Tyler Murphy remembers the most
from his one year as quarterback of the Boston
College football team is something a little less
electrifying than his touchdown run: the locker
room after defeating Virginia Tech on the road to
become bowl eligible.
“There were a lot of hugs, and it was very joyful,”
Murphy said. “It’s hard to put into words.”
While everyone remembers Murphy’s gameclinching run against the University of Southern
California Trojans, few realize that Murphy also
sealed the victory over Virginia Tech with an eerily
similar 57-yard run with three minutes left. In
both instances, Murphy rolled toward the sideline
and then turned downfield in an instant, going
into a dead sprint past defenders and finding the
endzone. The plays looked the same, but they had
different meanings.
That run against Virginia Tech—far from being
a special, personal moment —was
the bigger run
in Murphy’s eyes, because that’s the one that ultimately helps players that aren’t even with the team
yet. Bowl eligibilitymeans a national spotlight on
T.V. National spotlight means better recruiting and
a stronger program for the future.
Murphy should be remembered for what he did
on the bleak day in Blacksburg, Va. on Halloween
weekend. The USC upset put a national spotlight
on the program, but the Virginia Tech win symbolizes something necessary. Every team wants
upsets, but every program needs bowl games.
That’s the legacy of Murphy: for every highlight-reel play that Murphy put up in big games,
he pulled off equally impressive plays when it mattered the most for the program, and that’s what he
wants you to remember.

Murphy’s journey to BC was not as smooth as
his impressive running style.
After only one standout season in high school,
he signed with Temple, but de-committed and instead went to the University of Florida after a late
offer. There, he rode the bench among a crowded
quarterback depth chart. He finally grabbed the
starting role when starter Jeff Driskel went down
with injury.
He only started six games in Gainesville, Fla.
though, until an injury of his own sidelined him
for the remainder of his four years.
After graduating, Murphy transferred to BC,
where he would team up with the man who recruited him, former Florida offensive coordinator
and current Eagles head coach, Steve Addazio.
Ultimately, his prior experiencewith Addazio,
Frank Piraino, head strength and conditioning
coach, and Justin Frye, offensive line coach
all

ofwhom had coached previously at Florida —made
the process easier and allowed Murphy to immediately dive into pre-season practices and focus
on the offense of which he would soon be at the
helm.
Murphy immediately fit in with the seniors,
who welcomed the quarterback as the new face
of the program. At Chestnut Hill, Murphy had to
be a star, but he had other things on his mind as a
fifth-year transfer. While not officially a captain,
he saw himself as one.
“I was just trying to find anyway that I could
to help the team,” Murphy said, mentioning his
experiencein the SEC conference.
A few years ago, he was rightfully more focused

on his own game as he looked to win and hold
onto a starting position with the Gators. It took
an individual effort—putting
in the extra effort
in the film room, taking extra reps —to climb the

wanted to play for since watching Matt Ryan.

depth chart.

Doalc Walker Award. While Williams’ tremendous

But when he began at BC, Murphy expanded
his focus as new dimensions to his football career
popped up. On the field, he had to gel with anew
offensive unit as well as push the younger guys to
step up their game. Off the field, he had to keep
an eye out for the freshmen as they adjusted to
the college game.
Part of his legacy is this up-and-down journey,
in which he stayed humble, worked hard, and
eventually became a leader of a team that he had

Heisman-worthy season brought new energy and
attention to the program after dismal years under
Frank Spaziani, it left a big void after he graduated
last spring.
A let down—how could anyone possibly fill the
shoes of a ffeisman candidate—was almost certain,
since Murphy was still a big question mark. On top
of all the other leadership roles, Murphy then had
to become the stud.
In that department, Murphy shattered all expectations. He broke the ACC’s single-season record
for rushing yards by a quarterback with 1,079. To
top that, he broke Doug Flutie’s career quarterback
rushing record—over four years—with 965 yards,
passing the mark in only nine games.
Murphy’s modesty, however, deflects any direct
comparisons between him and the current New
York Giants running back.
“To top what Andre didwould be very difficult,”
Murphy said. “I was more focused on being a good
teammate, and it just so happened to be that my
role on offense was to help the run game.”
Genuine gratitude, along with humility, in
Murphy’s voice pours into his account of this

Andre Williams single-handedly made Alumni
Stadium come to life as he marched toward the

past season.
All of his stats and achievements on the field
mean a lot for Murphy’s future. He is eagerly awaiting the upcoming NFL Draft, where he hopes to
hear his name announced. A positional switch has
momentarily pushed his focus back onto himself
as he looks to build off his Pro Day and look at
the possibility of free agency. His athleticism has
drawn interest from pro scouts, but a call on draft
day is far from guaranteed.
But as with most answers that Murphy gives,
the attention is diverted off of his potential NFL
career back onto the game as a whole.
“I have the opportunity to play the game that
I love, but if that doesn’t work out, I’m looking to
continue to stay around the game,” Murphy said.
“Football has done a lot for me. It’s a game where
you can reach out to a lot of people.”

EMILY FAHEY

/

HEIGHTS SENIOR STAFF

Taking over as the quarterback and star of the offense, Murphy brought electricity and a national spotlight to the program.

Murphy’s his career has come full circle. A
breakout season in high school brought him to
Florida, and he eventually made his way back to the
school that first interested him. And now a breakout year this past fall has brought Murphy into
the NFL conversation. While he always worked
hard and humble, as he progressed his mindset
transformed from a hunt for 66-yard, highlight
reel touchdowns and into a quest for those joyous
hugs in the locker room.
The legacy from this season may always be
that USC upset, but look towards Murphy’s threetouchdown performance against Virginia Tech
and you’ll see what he strives for when playing the
game he loves. ¦
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Michael Resler has devoted his career to German studies, spreading his love for the German language and culture to his students in the nearly 40 years he has taught at BC. This love, many would say, is infectious for all who know him.

The

grinning man sitting behind the desk, half-hidden by a
large Mac computer, never grew up to be the first baseman
for the Chicago White Sox.
Even though his childhood dream never materialized,
one would be hard pressed to say that there is a lack of passion in
the life Michael Resler has made for himself. A professor and the
chair of the German studies department at Boston College, Resler
is known for his exuberance—the wonder and optimism he exhibits
toward his central passions: family, teaching, and language, to name
a few. Throw in some classical music and fresh powder—according
to his iPhone, he has snowboarded over 430,000 vertical feet this
season —and Resler is all set.
“I don’t like things, I love things,” he said. “And people.”

In

a quaint office on the second floor of Lyons Hall, the music of
Bach twinkles in the background, sketches of German towns and
posters of castles line the walls. High on the list of things Resler
loves are the German language and culture. Self-described as
a “nerdy kid” growing up in Sarasota, Fla., Resler spoke German at
home with his paternal grandmother, a nod to his family origins in
Germany and Austria.
Despite his background in German, though, the subject is not his
only scholarly passion, nor was it even his first choice of a college

“He is one of those few people who can take away the
fear of German that people
have and show people the
wonder of the language and
his fascination with it.”
Daniel Bowles, assistant professor
of German studies
major—Resler said he would have chosen linguistics or Russian, if only
the College of William & Mary had offered them as majors. Without
those options, German was a natural alternative. In exploring the
country, particularly as a Fulbright scholar, his specific passions in
Middle High German and medieval Germany were serendipitously
born.
“To tell people that, ‘Oh, I saw a castle and I fell in love with
all things medieval and became a philologist’ sounds a little lame,”
Resler said of his trip to Burg Eltz, a 12th-century fortress nestled
in the German hills.
But for Resler, philology—a
combination of language, linguistics,
and historical study—is at the root of his life’s work. He finds particular joy in teaching his courses in German language and Arthurian
literature.
“I have the best job in the world,” Resler said. “I wouldn’t trade
with anyone.”
He paused, getting a little “hiccupy” while talking about his teaching—something he said happens when he gets overexcited.
“Sometimes I have to pinch myself to thinkthat I get paid to teach
this course,” he remembered telling students in his attractively-titled
“Knights, Castles, and Dragons” class.
“He is one of those few people who can take away the fear of German that people have and show people the wonder of the language

and his fascination with it,” said Daniel Bowles, assistant professor
of German studies, who Resler hired into the department two years
ago. “His love of language is infectious.”

The

“F-word” in the German studies department, is “Fulbright.”
Resler makes this joke often and, as the driving force
behind his department’s success with the Fulbright Program, he has everyright to do so. With the selection of two more BC
winners this spring, the German studies department has produced
a total of 115 Fulbright grants, placing it among the nation’s top
producers of Fulbrights to places such as Germany and Austria. A
Fulbright student grant allows recent college graduates to conduct
research or teach English for a year in one of over 155 participating
countries worldwide.
Since arriving at BC in 1976 fresh out of graduate school at Harvard, Resler has made it his priority to “sink his meat hooks” into the
students who walk through his door, eagerly telling them about the
Fulbright opportunity. Resler described his Fulbright year as epiphanic, responsible for changing his life and the substance of his career
interests. His own mentors in college—including a strong-headed
German department chair with a tough Austrian accent —continually
told him, “You will apply for the Fulbright.”
That same mentality transfers every year from Resler to the numerous students who he encourages to apply for the grant. He said
he had never actively thought of it as payback for the guidance he
received, though his prodding has much to do with wanting students
to have the opportunity for the formative Fulbright experience he
had.
Last November, the University hosted a two-day celebration to
commemorate the German Studies department having produced
100 Fulbright scholars, a milestone that was achieved in the spring
of 2013. Over 40 former students returned to BC for the event, at
which Resler also received the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic
of Germany for individual service to the nation.
The celebration felt like a “family reunion” for Christine Kochefko,
BC ’O7, who won a Fulbright in 2007 along with 12 other students
from the German studies department in a sweep that Resler said is
likely the most Fulbrights ever awarded from one university to one
country in one year.
“Along with [teaching] all of us, Dr. Resler’s other full-time job
was the Fulbright season,” Kochefko, who is now a high school German teacher, said in an email. “I will never forget how thorough and
thoughtful Dr. Resler was when guiding us through the application
process.”
While numerous members of his extended German studies department “family” were present for the ceremony, one person was notably
husband, Charlie, who had suffered a severe brain
absent—Resler’s
injury after being struck by a car just weeks before. Although he is
presently on his way toward a full recovery, his long-term prognosis
was still unknown when Resler took the stage to accept the award.
This period, Resler said, was the most difficult time of his life.
Addressing a crowd of former students—many of whom also
knew Charlie well after he and Resler had welcomed them into their
home over the years —he knew it was something he just had to get
through.

a

It’s a great feeling to hold a freshly published book in your
hand, but you look at it the next day and it’s not going to hug
you back,” Resler said. “A book is not going to hug you back.
A student will hug you back.”
Resler wears multiple hats at BC —among them, language instructor, literature and culture teacher, mentor, scholar, and department

head. The face time he gets with students on a regular basis as a
teacher and a mentor, he said, is the benefit of being in a small department, and is more rewarding than producing publications.
“He is so dedicated to keeping his students interested inside and
outside of the classroom, and making sure that they feel that the size
of the department is more like a family than a large, anonymous group
of people who give grades,” Bowles said.

“ book is not going to hug
A
you back. A student will hug
you back.”
Michael Resler, professor and
chair of the German studies department
The family atmosphere extends not only outside the classroom,
but also outside ofBC’s campus, as Resler regularly invites students
and colleagues to his home in Brookline, Mass., and even on ski
trips up north.
His passion for teaching, his subject, and his close-knit department is not lost on his colleagues and students. Cameron Givens,
A&S T5, who was recently awarded a Fulbright to teach English in
Germany beginning this fall, said he hopes to draw inspiration from
Resler’s way of interacting with students.
“He’s so down-to-earth, and really tears down all the barriers that
can sometimes exist between professors and students to the point
where you feel like he’s just a really good friend who you’re learning
from and learning with,” Givens said.
Givens noted Resler’s encouragement and generositywith his time
as they poured over his two short Fulbright application essays last
summer, often taking passages line-by-line or even word-by-word
to perfect them.
“He has an unusual gift for connection with young people and I am
so grateful that my path crossed his at a critical time in my life,” Paul
Runci, BC 'BB, said in an email. Runci, who helped organize the November celebration, said that he and Resler, along with their families, have
remained close friends over the years and that Resler sits comfortably
on the top of the list of “magical” teachers who had a transformative
impact on his life.
For how much love he evokes from his students, it may come as
a surprise that Resler’s courses are no easy “A.” Notoriously difficult,
they still hold the power to bring people back for more, according to
Bowles, and Runci said that he never enjoyed working so hard for any
other class, drawing on Resler’s enthusiasm and a desire to avoid letting
Resler down.
“He is really selfless and does things not for the desire to be recognized
but because he really wants to andbecause he truly cares,” Kochefko said,
remembering her first visit to Resler’s office one Saturday when she toured
BC as a prospective student, and his commitment to an “open office door
policy” for her and every other student during their time at BC.
The German word herzlich is what Bowles uses to describe his colleague Resler, whom he calls a great human being, always with a smile,
upbeat, and “of the heart” in his vocation that is anything but a “9-to-5”
job to him.
“You’re always glad to see him because he’s always happy to see you,”
he said. ¦

