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Few tickets
for BC vs.
Notre Dame
BY MICHAEL SULLIVAN
Heights Editor
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Sunday’s protesters hailed from various Boston-area universities and the surrounding community, marching from the Green Line T stop to O’Neill Plaza.

series.

‘We don’t even go here’
Sunday’s rally, staged

Admitted Eagle Day, was a plea from outsiders for BC to
reexamine their divestment views and free speech policies
on

GUS MERRELL
Asst. News Editor
By

Boston College students were not leading the
pack this time, as protesters called out the BC administration on policies regarding free speech and
the University’s investment in fossil fuel companies.
Over 100 protesters—from both the general public
and Boston schools like Brandeis and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology—marched through BC’s
campus on Sunday afternoon and gathered in the
O’Neill Library plaza.
Starting at the BC Green Line T stop, the protesters chanted and sang songs calling for divestment on
their way to the plaza. Once there, they heard from
speakers such as Bill McKibben, a prominent envi-

ronmentalist and leader of theanti-carbon campaign
group 350.0rg, and Bob Massie, an Episcopal priest,
politician, and social activist best known for his opposition to the apartheid in South Africa.
The rally was organized by members of the Better Future Project (BFP), a Cambridge-based climate
advocacy project, who decided to hold the rally in
the middle of Admitted Eagle Day, when admitted
prospective students would be visiting campus and
hearing from the admissions department, student tour
guides, and various student groups on campus.
“We wanted admitted students to know that
although Boston College claims to be committed to
its lesuit values, administrators are willing to let those
values fall by the wayside when it suits them,” said
Emily Kirkland, an organizer of the event and part of

the Better Future Project. “Admitted students should
be aware that BC administrators are willing to punish
students for working towards social justice.”
The main portion of the protest took place on the
quad near the entrance ofDevlin, placing the protest in
direct view of admitted students. Although the admissions office warned visiting families that there might
be protests during their visit, prospective families
generally seemed to accept the protest.
“It wouldn’t be a deal breaker,” Kathleen Linch
Moncata said, describing whether it would impact
her decision to send her daughter to BC. “I mean, no
place is perfect.”
Garrett Fitzgerald, a senior at Donovan Catholic

See Protest, A3

CJBC one
step from
recgnition
Sunday vote pushes
Climate Justice toward
administrative review
BY CAROLYN FREEMAN
News Editor
In a unanimous decision, the Board of
Student Organizations of the Undergraduate
GovernmentofBoston College (UGBC) voted
to approve Climate Justice at BC (CJBC) to
become a registered student organization
on Sunday night, moving the group one step
closer in a battle for University recognition
that has spanned over the past year. Later
this week, the Office ofStudent Involvement
will vote to decide the future of the climate
organization.

A year ago, the members ofClimate Justice
went by a different name, BC Fossil Free. Under that title, they applied to be a recognized
campus group, but were rejected on several
grounds, said Dhara Bhatt, vice president of
Student Organizations and CSOM ’l5. First,
the organization had off-campus events that
did not enhance the BC community. In addition, there was a lack of proper leadership
and event coordination structure. The club’s
initial presentation did not show the organization to be an educational forum for students,
Bhatt said.
“We decided they would be deferred until

See CJBC, A3
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Danielle Dalton, CSOM ’l6, was one of seven BC students to deliver talks on Sunday for BC Talks, modeled after TED Talk lectures.

From ‘Talks’ on research, big ideas emerge
Seven students share recent intellectual projects
and personal reflections with undergrad peers
BY YOLANDA BUSTILLO
Heights Staff
Emotional intelligence. The stigma
of menstruation. Racial and cultural

identity in Latin America. Induced pluripotent stem cells. Neuroscience and

America’s prisons. Inequalities in urban
environments due to food insecurity.
The self and its identity.
The Heights Room was filled with

big ideas, and students packed it Sunday
afternoon to learn more about these
topics—addressed by their peers —at the
BCTalks Spring 2015 Speaker Series.
Modeled on the popular TedTalks,
BCTalks aims to close the dichotomy
at Boston College between a student’s
academic and social life. The BCTalks
team partnered with Education for
Students by Students (ESS) to present
seven students’ research, knowledge,

Many fans looking to watch the Boston
College Eagles compete in a historic football
game at the Boston Red Sox’s Fenway Park
against their longtime rivals, the University
of Notre Dame, may have to settle for their
couches instead.
On Friday, BC Athletics announced its
ticket allocation system for the BC-Notre
Dame game on Nov. 21. Despite being held
in Boston, this game will be the sixth installment of Notre Dame’s Shamrock Series, in
which the Fighting Irish play a home game
at a “neutral” site. In previous years, Notre
Dame played at Yankee Stadium and Soldier
Field. The Irish have never lost a game in the

and passions.
Danielle Dalton, CSOM T6, Angie
Zablotny, CSON T5, Brittany Burke,
LSOE T5, Maggie Aasen, A&S T5, Amy
McDonnell, A&S T5, Alex Moscovitz
A&S ‘l5, and Lucas Perry, A&S ’l6,
spoke Sunday afternoon, and the event
was co-directed by Jack Moroney, A&S
T5, and Pat Swearingen, CSOM T5.
As an undergraduate lecture series,
the mission ofBCTalks parallels that of
ESS, which “hopes to instill a sense of

See BCTalks, A3

As the away team, BC will only be allotted 5,000 tickets for the game, the standard
amount of tickets given to road teams in the
ACC. Tickets will first be divvied up among
the families of players and staff. After that,
BC Athletics will provide a certain amount of
tickets for students. That plan, however, has
yet to be finalized, Jamie DiLoreto, associate
athletics director for ExternalRelations, said.
Details will be shared in the next few weeks
along with impending changes to the Gold
Pass for the 2015-16 athletic season.
Once those allotments are settled, Steve
Novak, associate athletics director of athletic
development, estimates that around 3,600 to
3,800 ticketsshould be available for purchase
by the public. The “public,” however, is limited
strictly to season ticket holders and those
who donate within predetermined brackets
by BC Athletics.
Tickets will be allocated in descending
order of monetary donation. Those who
request tickets must donate a minimum of
$5,000 within this fiscal year. People giving
between $5,000 and $9,999 will be eligible for
two tickets, $lO,OOO to $24,999 for three, and
over $25,000 for four. Donors who have not
given the minimum $5,000 in the 2015 fiscal
year but have given a lifetime amount of over
$lOO,OOO will also be eligible to apply for tickets. Additionally, all season ticketholders who
have purchased tickets by May 31 will receive
one entry into a lottery for the opportunity to
purchase up to two tickets for the game. Those
who commit to donating over $lOO,OOO within
the fiscalyear or who have donated $lOO,OOO
between 2011 and 2014 will also receive a
bonus amount of tickets.
BC has enacted this system in the past, as
recently as the Pinstripe Bowl, for events the
athletics department believes will be highly
attended—however, the motion is rarely
needed. Athletics made the announcement
early to give fans the opportunity to reach
the $5,000 plateau by May 31, the end ofBC’s
fiscal year. This date is also the deadline for
requesting tickets.
Novak anticipates the cost of each ticket
will be $4OO per ticket. This will include a
gift component for each ticket. In addition, a
public sale of the tickets is unlikely, considering the expectedinterest in this game and that
Notre Dame holds the right to the rest of the
ticket sales at Fenway Park. Notre Dame has
yet to release an exact numberof how much
tickets will cost for its share and the school
has yet to release information on how tickets
will be distributed.
Given the lack of tickets, the University is
working with its partners to provide an alternative for fans who are ineligible to attend the
game. One proposal is a watch event hosted
at the House ofBlues on Landsdowne Street,
hosted by the OfficeofStudent Affairs and the
Alumni Association. Details on these events
are impending.
“We do understand that this is a game of
great interest, this is a great event in the City
of Boston regardless of who the home team
might be,” Novaksaid. “We want all theBoston
College fans who are interested to have the opportunity to enjoy it with other BC fans.” ¦
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In the next installment of the Distingushed Marketing
Lecturer Series, hear Marvin Chow, BC ’95,
discuss his experience as the Global
Marketing Director at Google, and the
former Marketing Director at Nike.
The talk will be on Tuesday at 7 p.m.
in Fulton Hall, Room 511.

Join Stephen J. Dubner, author of the New York
Times best seller Freakonomics, for a
talk hosted by the Boston College
Economics Association titled
“Think Like a Freak.” The talk will
HHH
be on Tuesday, April 14 at 7:30
p.m. in the Rat.
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THINGS TO DO ON
CAMPUS THIS

News
Briefs
Groome elected to lead C2l
Center Thomas Groome, a professor in the School of Theology
-

and Ministry, has been appointed
as director of the Church in the
21st Century Center, an institution established in 2002 that holds
conferences, lectures, and other
events to engage in critical conversations surrounding the Catholic
community. Since its inception, the
Center has hosted over 500 events.
University President Rev. William
P. Leahy, S.J, elected Groome, who
will begin his duties July 1.
Groome began work at Boston
College in 1976.He has written several books and over 150 articles and
essays. He hopes to build upon the
work done in the 13 years that the
Center has existed. He is succeeding Erik Goldschmidt, who retired
in 2014, and the interim director,
Robert Newton, special assistant to
the president. Newton will continue
to work for the Center as chair of
the C2l steering committee and cochair of its advisory committee.
“Dr. Groome will bring much
wisdom, vision, and experience to
C 21,” Leahy said to The Chronicle.
“His Catholic faith is foundational
to his life, he values the Catholic
intellectual tradition and pastoral
approach, and he appreciates the
opportunities and challenges facing contemporary Catholicism. I
very much look forward to working with him to advance C2l and
its mission.”
Alumni affected by Marathon bombing to speak Three
alumni affected by the Boston
Marathon bombings will speak
in a panel discussion in Robsham
Theater at 7 p.m. on Tuesday.
Patrick Downes, BC ’O5, Brittany
Loring, JD/MBA ’l3, and Dave
Wedge BC ’93, will come together
for the event. Paula Ebben, a reporter and newscaster at Boston’s
WBZ TV and BC ’B9, will moderate the panel.
The panelists will discuss their
personal experiences with the
bombing two years ago. Downes
and Loring were both injured,
and Wedge has written a book,
Boston Strong, that meticulously
examined the bombings from several different perspectives.Boston
Strong is now in the process of
being produced as a film.
“This event offers us an opportunity to hear the stories of BC
grads who were directly involved
in and affected by the bombings,
but who, through inner strength
and perseverance, have triumphed
in the face of adversity,” said Jack
Dunn, University spokesperson
of the Office of News and Public
Affairs, which is co-sponsoring
the event with the BC Alumni
Association.
-

Eco Pledge hosts sustainability Green Week This week
EcoPledge will host the annual
Green Week to educate the student body on sustainability. There
will be various events, activities,
and presentations on campus.
EcoPledge hopes to enhance
students’ participation in living
out the school’s sustainability
mission statement by providing
plenty of activities available to all
students. On Monday, the film
Snowpiercer will be shown and
on Friday they will show Polar
Explorer.
On Tuesday night, there will
be a series of presentations by
BC professors David Storey, Mike
Barnnett, and Laura Hake. They
will discuss various topics, including sustainable agriculture, the
American energy policy and the
-

U.S.-China agreement.
On Thursday night, Bill McKibben, a prominent environmen-

talist, will speak in McGuinn.
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David Horowitz, renown conservative writer and political commentator, will speak on Israel
and the Israeli Palestinian conflict
in an event hosted by Eagles for
Israel. The talk will be on Wednesday, April 15 at 5:30 p.m. in
Devlin Hall, Room 008.

A collection of ideas presented by BC students
BCTalks, from A1
excitement in both learning and
teaching.” BCTalks is a celebration of
the personal and academic achievements ofBC students by filming their
lectures to make them available for the
BC community.
Dalton, who shared her thoughts
on her research titled “The Over-

looked Power of Emotional Intelligence,” referenced how many students
lack the ability to process their emotions. She offered students steps to
reflect on their psychological health,
including making time to think, surrounding yourself with people who
bring you up, and, most importantly,
giving yourself a chance.
“The point of the talk is not to
tell you what to do, but to think
about what is important to you as
an individual,” Dalton said. “Do not
compare yourself to the person next
to you because your experience is
individualized.”
Zablotny gave a talk on “Conversations on Menstruation,” which raised
the question as to why menstruation,
a healthy and vital part of life for
women, is perceived as something
to be ashamed of. She described
her time abroad in a quasi-rural
village in Africa where young girls
felt uncomfortable speaking about
menstruation and the cultural beliefs
behind the process. Asking young
girls to body map with painting supplies, Zoblotny researched the unity
of women through menstruation and
the stigmas that come with it.
“Stand up and speak honestly

about something that goes unspoken
and try to help in some small way,
to help people speak about women’s
health issues,” Zablotny said.
Burke’s “Zap! A Poetic Reflection
on Indigenous Politics and Identity
in Latin America” focused on biases
related to racial and cultural identity
in areas with limited political mobilization. Utilizing her spoken word
skills, Burke described the irony of
indigenous politics.
“Being socially just is not being
just about being social. Who is to
blame about this misunderstanding?
Why am Istill standing when so many
have fallen?” Burke said. “What is
ZAP? It was really PAZ, peace spelled
backwards. Irealized that Ilooked too
quickly, making a mistake. Sometimes
we look too quickly and we make
mistakes, leaving peace out of the
equation.”
“How to Make a Beating Heart
Out of a Piece of Your Skin,” Aasen’s
BCTalk, introduced students to induced pluripotent stem cells (IPSCs).
Her focus on social justice can be
seen through her interests in genetic
research and biomedical projects.
Aasen described the various
medical uses ofIPS cells, which varies
from researching genetic diseases to
formulating drug therapies.
“IPSCs are adult cells that have
been genetically reprogrammed to
behave like stem cells, removing controversies related to embryonic stem
cell research,” Aasen said. “BC is currently developing this technology in
hopes to contribute to this important
and up and coming research.”

Over 1,500 people gathered
in Brighton to walk 2.6 miles

around the Charles River on
Sunday morning—each step a
statement against sexual violence. Walk for Change, hosted
annually by the Boston Area
Rape Crisis Center (BARCC),
brings together a host of Boston
residents and area students each
year, with turnout this year from
18 colleges and universities in
the Greater Boston area. Among
this year’s participants were several Boston College students.
For Haley Sullivan, the development intern at BARCC
and A&S ’l5, the walk was more
than an event that raised funds
and awareness—it was a chance
to see the impact of her work
come to fruition as she walked
alongside survivors, families,
and members ofthe Boston community. Sullivan recruited and
assembled the BC team at Walk
for Change, which included 42
participants. Of the $615 raised
by the BC team, Sullivan was
responsible for $595.
“With sexual violence so
prevalent on college campuses,
I thought it was important to get
BC students involved in sharing
the success of BARCC’s efforts

and celebrating the resilience of
survivors in our own community,” Sullivan said in an email.
“Such a strong showing of supporters was also an important
reminder that sexual violence
does not just affect survivors; its
consequences extend to parents,
siblings, friends, and other loved
ones.”
Sullivan credited Kaite
O’Dair, the Title IX Coordinator at Boston College, with aiding
in the success of the BC team,
as she sponsored the walkers by
paying for the registration fees.
Sullivan also noted the support
of the Undergraduate Government of Boston College.
Walk for a Change is a benefit
walk hosted annually during Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
The event brings together nearly
2,000 survivors and supporters
within the Boston community—including various universities,
companies, and agencies—to
increase awareness about sexual
violence prevention and to raise
funds for the BARCC.
“It is meant to publicly gather
people in support of survivors
and help educate the community
about the impact sexual violence
has, not only on survivors, but
all of us,” said Kim Sebastiao,
development manager for the
BARCC, in an email. “The Walk

POLICE BLOTTER
Wednesday, April 8
3:30 p.m.
A report was filed
regarding assistance to another
department.
-

10:08 p.m.

-

A report was filed re-

garding a vandalism to a residence
at Claver Hall.

Thursday, April 9

04/08/15 04/09/15
-

4:59 p.m. A report was filed regarding a suspicious circumstance
in the Modular Apartments.
-

8:02 a.m.

-

An officer filed a re-

port regarding a larceny at O’Neill

Library.
2:53 p.m. A report was filed regarding a wellbeing check at the
BCPD Headquarters.
-
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McDonnell’s talk on “How Neuroscience Can Save the Crisis in
America’s Prisons” attempted to bring
anew idea into judicial discussions:
admitting a defendant’s brain scans as
evidence in the court room.
“There are currently 30 times
more mentally ill patients in America’s
overcrowded prisons than in psychiatric hospitals,” McDonnell stated. “Admitting brain scans showing abnormal
brain function in the courtroom will
establish a consistent protocol for
sentencing mentally ill patients that
will benefit the offender, the victim,
and the justice system.”
Moscovitz’s “Urban Agriculture
and STEM Education” relates her
research on urban environments and
the inequalities that youth in these
environments face related to food
insecurity and STEM education. By

/
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proliferating these types of curriculum at schools, students will be able
to better fight this inequality.
“As the local food movement has
gained momentum and the issue of
community food security have come
to the forefront of social and political
concern, organizations have initiated
programs to bring fresh food to urban
communities,” Moscovitz explained.
Perry’s “The Self Is An Illusion”
raised questions regarding the self and
its true identity. Arguing that there is
no self, Lucas utilized philosophical
and scientific research to dismiss the
concept.
“Who are you? What are you
most fundamentally? No, not your
name, where you come from or your

interests,” Perry asked. “What is it
that you refer to when you use the
pronoun T?” ¦

also raises critical funds to support BARCC’s free services for
survivors and the community.”
The BARCC was founded
in 1973 as a rape crisis hotline
by a handful of individuals, and
has since grown to a nationally-acclaimed crisis center
that provides a plethora of free
services relating to issues of
sexual violence, including a 24hour hotline, 24-hour medical
advocacy, individual and group
counseling, case management,
and legal advocacy. The center
also provides community education and prevention services
through various programming,
including outreach, training,
and partnerships and training
for companies and communities.
The center provides these
free services to thousands of
survivors, friends, and family.
By the numbers, in 2014 the
BARCC received 4,723 hotline
calls, held 2,691 individual
counseling sessions, 1,026 sessions of legal help, 1,167 sessions with a case manager, met
386 survivors at the hospital,
and held 321 community events
reaching 15,986 people.
The BARCC is the only rape
crisis center in the Greater
Boston area, as well as the oldest and largest center in Mas-

sachusetts.
Walk for Change began 10
years ago, and has seen significant growth since its inception,
both in the number of participants and the amount of dollars
raised. This year, the BARCC
hoped to raise $137,000 at the
event. The amount of funds
raised surpassed expectations,
totaling at just over $154,000.
“The heightened media coverage of the issue has opened
the conversation more, which
we think attributed to this year’s
incredible turn out and fundraising results,” Sebastiao said.
The funds raised from Walk
for Change go directly towards
funding the BARCC’s free services for survivors of sexual
assault.
Of the estimated 1,500 individuals in attendance, the
top fundraiser was the ‘Caps
Stars!’ team, led by Megan
Mulcahy, who raised a total of

A report was filed
regarding medical assistance to a
BC student who was transported
to a medical facility from Medeiros

Hall.

News Tips
Have a news lip or a good idea for a
story? Call Carolyn Freeman, News
Editor, at (617) 552-0172, or email
news@beheights.com. For future
evenls, email a detailed description
of the event and contact information
to the News Desk.
Arts Events
For future arts events, email a detailed description of the event and
contact information to the Arts
Desk. Call Ryan Dowd, Arts and
Review Editor, at (617) 552-0515, or
email arts@bcheights.com.
Clarifications / Corrections
The Heights strives to provide its
readers with complete, accurate, and
balanced information. If you believe
we havemade a reporting error, have
information thatrequires a clarification or correction, or questions about
The Heights standards and practices,
you may contact John Wiley, Editor
"in-Chief, at (617) 552-2223, or email
-

eic@bcheights.com.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Delivery
To have The Heights delivered to your
home each week or to report distribution problems on campus, contact
Chris Stadtler, General Manager at
(617)552-0547.

Advertising
The Heights is one of the most effective ways to reach the BC
community. To submit a classified, display, or online advertisement, call our advertising office at
(617) 552-2220 Monday through
Friday.

The Heights is produced by BC
undergraduates and is published
on Mondays and Thursdays
during the academic year by
The Heights, Inc.
(c) 2014. All rights reserved.

CORRECTIONS

“The BARCC team put to-

Please send
corrections to
eic@bcheights.com
with ‘correction’
in the subject line.

VoicesFrom THEDUSTBOWL
Where would you take visitor into Boston?
“My heart, it’s the

“Pomodoros in the North
End and the Charles during the day.”
—Katie

most beau tiful thing

in Boston.”

—Austin Bodetti,
A&S ’lB

Lamirato,

A&S ’lB

a

Source: The
Boston College
Police Department
—

EDITORIAL RESOURCES

gether a beautiful event--one
that fostered an environment of
love, validation, and empowerment,” Sullivan said. “The Walk
for Change is one step toward
creating a culture that believes
survivors, supports their recovery, and does not tolerate the
perpetration of violence.” ¦

really cool. It has

-
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“Faneuil Hall, it’s
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Supporters ofrape crisis center walk in solidarity
BY ARIELLE CEDENO
Assoc. News Editor

A Guide to Your

lot ofrestaurants

and it’s

fun!”

— ikki Gold,
N
CSOM 18

“The aquarium, the
penguins are really cool
and fluffy.”
—Grace Denny, A&S
'l7
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UGBC adds gender identity amendment
BY CAROLYN FREEMAN
News Editor

expression.
Hussey, the chair of the campus climate committee, oversaw the process

An amendment protecting gender
identity and expression for members

of creating the resolution, which Kim,

of the Undergraduate Government of
Boston College’s (UGBC) was passed by

mittee, wrote. The senators who passed
the resolution viewed it as a first step
for UGBC in getting the University to
add a similar provision to its non-discrimination policy.
“We are advocating that the University does this so we want to internalize
this message to ourselves,” Hussey
said.
In 2005, the University added sexual
orientation to its non-discrimination
policy after UGBC amended its own
constitution.
UGBC does not have the direct
power to change University policy, but
Sunday’s action marks the fact that
senators elected by BC undergraduates think that the policy should be
changed.
“This is one part in the plan that we

the Student Assembly on Sunday night,
modifying the non-discrimination act
in the organization’s constitution. The
bill was sponsoredby Linda Kim, director of policy in the GLBTQ Leadership
Council (GLC) and A&S T7, and cosponsored by Olivia Hussey, incoming
executive vice president of UGBC and
A&S ’l7, Lisa Vu, senator and A&S
’l7, and Miriam George, a member
of the campus climate committee and
A&S TB.
The Student Assembly, which consists of 50 elected senators from all
grades, also approved a resolution to
push the University to make a move
in changing its non-discrimination
policy to include gender identity and

a member of the campus climate com-

have to get this changed,” Hussey said.
“By coming together and saying, ‘This is
what the student body wants,’ it’s a very
important first step.”
An amendment to the resolution
added by Hagop Toghramadjian, a senator and A&S ’l7, states, “UGBC supports Boston College’s Jesuit, Catholic
heritage and views an inclusive attitude
toward gender diversity as consistent
with this heritage.”
The next step in the effort to change
the University’s policy is for Nanci Fiore-Chettiar, UGBC president and A&S
T5, and Connor Bourff, UGBC executive vice president and A&S T5, to meet
with members of the administration,
including Barbara Jones, vice president
of student affairs, and Thomas Mogan,
dean of students.
“UGBC is and will always serve as an
inclusive, diverse organization, and we
will work tirelessly to institutionalize
the same inclusion at Boston College,”
Bourff said. ¦
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Climat Justice marches on campus during their February 15 vigil for climate justice

A vote toward recognition
CJBC, from A1

However, Climate Justice is still waiting
for the approval of the administration.

they could change their format to
bring it back to BC and see how they
could benefit students here," Bhatt said.
“After this, they rebranded under the
name Climate Justice and changed their
mission statement and reapplied.”
To become a registered student
organization, interested students must
first fill out an application on OrgSync,
Then, Bhatt emails the primary contact
a template for the group’s constitution.
The board then chooses whether or not
the group qualifies for an interview.
Most groups are brought in, she said,
and Student Organizations then holds
a vote. Next, Bhatt meets with Jean Yoder, the associate director of leadership
development in the Office of Student
Involvement. Yoder performs a background check that entails checking to
see if BC can accommodate the club, as
well as seeing if the presidents are in good
standing. The group then meets with
Yoder to do onboarding, which consists
of finalizing various aspects of the club,
like the constitution. Due to all of the
administrative steps currently mandated
in a club’s creation, the process takes
about a month.
It is great to have the complete support of UGBC, Zack Muzdakis, a member
of Climate Justice and A&S T7, said.

“We’re hopeful, definitely, but we still
have to wait a little bit longer,” he said.
Since the time BC Fossil Free was under examination to become a registered
organization, the group has enacted more

“ ere hopeful,
W
definitely, but
we still have
to wait a bit

longer”
—Zack

Muzdakis,

A&S ’l7

educational aspects about the ethics of
climate justice and why it is necessary,
in addition to holding rallies for divestment.

The group currently exists under
member of the
group is equal, and anyone can get involved in an event. This structure allows
more people to get involved, Muzdakis
said, but UGBC contends that a more
strict executive structure is necessary.
“We’ve really been able to do a lot
with that structure,” Muzdakis said. ¦
a flat structure —each

Campus photo campaign
tackles issues of privilege
BY CAROLYN FREEMAN
News Editor
“Never have I ever been told I only
DREW HOO

/
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Various people from around Boston came to campus Sunday to protest for divestment, including environmentalist Bill McKibben.

Students gather from Northeastern,
MIT to protest free speech, fossil fuels
Protest, from A1
High School in New Jersey, liked seeing
the protest. It shows how passionate the
voices are on campus, he said, and he
believed it offered a different look at the
student life at BC.
“It’s good to see that they’re out here
but it’s not good to hear they’re being
suppressed or that so many people feel
they’re being suppressed,” he said.
Kirkland said that students from
other schools and other members of the
community came to BC to protest the
way students were treated on campus
in terms of the right to free speech.
She noted that students from Climate
Justice at BC —an unregistered student
organization that has called for the administration to divest from fossil fuels
and protested free speech policies in
the past —were placed on disciplinary
probation for taking part in a vigil a
few weeks ago. Kirkland also claimed
that alumni who were supportive of
the divestment campaign have been
threatened with arrest after gathering
signatures for various petitions related
to divestment.
“Students and off-campus supporters of divestment recognize that we’re
all part of the same movement and that
we have to stick up for each other,” she
said.
Climate Justice had been approached
by several off-campus groups who were
interested in holding an event on campus
in solidarity with Climate Justice’s goals,

according to members of the group.
They approached the administration to
see if they could receive a permit for the
protest, but after several meetings with
Dean of Students Thomas Mogan, their
application was rejected, in part because, as an unregistered student organization, they cannot apply for permits
unless they partner with a registered
student organization. At that point,
Climate Justice decided to disassociate
themselves from the event because they
feared they could face disciplinary action if they were participants, a member
of Climate Justice said.
In an email to Climate Justice shared
with The Heights by another member
of the organization, Mogan assured the
group that the administration wanted to
work with the students to provide them
with an appropriate forum to exercise
their right to free expression on campus.
He also said that it would be difficult to
argue that Climate Justice had not been
involved with the event, however, since
they had been in contact with 350 Massachusetts, a climate justice network in
Massachusetts and a creation of BFP.
“As we discussed, I would like to
reinforce the Boston College Student
Demonstration policy indicates that
‘participation in a demonstration without prior authorization could result in
conduct action,”’ Mogan said in an email
to the group.
Mogan also gave alternative options
to Climate Justice to help the group organize the rally, but those options would

either make the event available to only
BC students or limit it to an off-campus

location close to the school.
University Spokesman JackDunn said
that the protest was peaceful and did not
disrupt the day’s activities. Although
the organizers had planned the rally to
show the prospective students that some
believed the administration limited the
right to free speech on campus, Dunn
believed that the event did not detract
from Admitted Eagle Day or the Campus
School Bandit Run on Commonwealth
Ave., which occurred at the same time.
McKibben expressed at the rally
that BC, as a Jesuit institution, needs
to uphold the values that the school is
based on. He was happy with the positive stance that Pope Francis has taken
on climate change and is hopeful that
other Jesuits and Catholics will follow
his lead.
McKibbenalso endorsed the decision
of the University of Dayton—a Catholic
university in Ohio—to
divest last year
because of its Catholic social teachings,
and said that many hope BC will join
other schools in divesting.
“The crazy part of this at BC is the
news that students are getting in trouble
for talking about this stuff,” McKibben
said. “That seems the opposite of the
message that’s coming out of Rome
right now you know, everyone should
be free to talk about everything, so
it seems strange that up here on the
Heights people are having to watch their
language.” ¦

got into BC because of my race,” reads
the text overlaid on a picture of Thomas
Napoli, the 2015-16 president of the

Undergraduate Government of Boston
College (UGBC) and A&S T6.
Sunday night, the communications
department of UGBC launched a photo
campaign to highlight privilege awareness and how privilege intersects with
identity. The photos, which feature a
portrait of BC students with a caption
detailing something they have not had
to experience, fall into several categories: gender identity and expression,
race, religion, socioeconomic status,
and ablebodiedness.
The main target audience of the
photo campaign are people of strong
privilege and others who are drastically
underprivileged, said Joon Park, director of communication for the GLBTQ
Leadership Council (GLC) and A&S TB.
It is open to everyone, but it is starting
with members of UGBC, orientation
leaders, and member of the FACES
Council, an anti-racism coalition.
Park, who is leading the photo campaign, previously held a similar photo
campaign that featured members of the
University wearing T-shirts emblazoned
with Support Love and a graphic of
cartoon couples. This campaign, Park
said, is slightly different. The “Support Love” campaign was meant to be
candid, whereas this photo campaign
is meant to be more thoughtful so that
people will think about the privilege
they possess.
“I just really want people that normally would not be having these conversations to talk about it,” Park said. “I just
want people to be thinking about this at
the end of the day.”
The photos will be posted on Facebook, on a webpage maintained by
UGBC, and will be printed and posted
around campus.
Ideally, the physical presence of
the fliers will force students to engage

with issues of privilege, said Nanci
Fiore-Chettiar, UGBC president and
A&S ’l5.
In addition, they hope to host a
speaker sometime next semester in
conjunction with the photo campaign
to continue efforts to raise awareness
of privilege at BC.
“We don’t want this convo or photo
campaign to end at the end of this year,”
she said. “It is something that will continue next year.”
Park found that UGBC events
and initiatives often “preach to the
choir”—the
people who attend are the
same as those people that are already
interested.
With this project, members of UGBC
hope to disrupt this trend by targeting
different groups. Athletes, for example,
are one group in particular that they
hope to engage with the campaign.
Right now, there are about seven athletes
participating in the campaign. Athletes
are such a focal point on campus that it
is necessary for them to also be engaged
in this conversation, said James Adeleye,
a member of Student Initiatives and
A&S’l6.
“We want every person who does
partake in it to think about their privilege,” he said.
The campaign was inspired by a similar campaign at Duke University called
“You Don’t Say,” which paired photos of
students with captions about why they
choose not say certain words or phrases,
like “man up” or “gay.” UGBC initially
wanted to do this same campaign, but
found that Duke had copyrighted it, so
they decided to start the “never have I
ever campaign.”
“I think really one of the big reasons
we wanted to do this was to acknowledge that there are several different
types of privilege, and they’re all important and all fundamental aspects
of our identities,” Fiore-Chettiar said.
“In a lot ofways types of privileges are
pitted against each other. So this was
to show it’s not about pitting them
against each other but recognizing that
they exist.” ¦
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Junior marathon runner raises money for memorial firefighter fund
BY MUJTABA SYED
Asst. Features Editor
A brownstone home in Boston’s Back
Bay neighborhood caught fire in March
2014—an
event driven by sparks from
nearby welders and abnormally brisk
winds. Quickly becoming one of the
most dangerous fires in the city’s recent
history, the event left 18 people injured
and two firefighters dead—constituting
the first time a Boston firefighter has
died on duty since 2009.
Over a year later, the Last Call Foundation—created in memory of deceased
firefighter Michael Kennedy—is working
to enhance safety measures for firefighters. As the 2015 Boston Marathon
approaches, Melanie Logan, A&S ’l6, is
near achieving her goal to raise $5,000
for the Last Call Foundation.
Having run the “Bandit Marathon"
with BC’s Campus School volunteers last
year, Logan admits that she had her eyes
set on crossing the finish line at the main
event since her freshman year.
“My freshman year I proudly watched
a few of my friends run the Boston Marathon with the Campus School and made
a promise to myself I would do it the
next year,” Logan said. “I was planning
on running as a bandit with the Campus
School, but the BAA respectfully asked
us to please not run unregistered due to
the events of the previous year. Although
we were all bummed and discouraged,
we decided to not give up and to run
our very own Bandit Marathon the week
before the officialrace."
While Logan felt accomplished that
she completed a marathon after never

having run more than six miles before
training for it, crossing the finish line in
2014 failed to give her a sense of finality. Her end goal was the actual Boston
Marathon.
“I strongly believe the Boston Marathon has become much more than just
completing an athletic endeavor,” Logan
continued. “The marathon has united
people who never had previously run
more than a sl<, but feel compelled
to raise money and run for those who
cannot.”
Particularlychallenging to Logan was
the time constraint she faced for fundraising when returning from her study
abroad program in Quito, Ecuador. Most
runners are suggested to begin raising
money for their charity six months before the marathon. With only one third
of that time upon returning to BC for the
spring semester, Logan not only needed
to raise money, but first find a charity
to raise it for.

“After a few failed attempts to get
a bib from charities aligned with John
Hancock, I applied to run for the Last

Call Foundation,” Logan said. “I first
reached out to close family and friends,
and then decided I wanted to do something on my own to raise money so with
the help ofmy friends, I started a March
Madness squares competition. I raised
about $3OO doing that, and the rest came
from personal donations."
As she nears completion of her fundraising goals, Logan is turning her attention to communicating the background
story behind her donation campaign. She
believes increased public knowledge of
these charities’ missions will increase

both the likelihood of people donating
and overall awareness of the causes.
“I am so humbled by the generosity of
family and friends as well as the anonymous gifts I have received from perfect
strangers," she said. “There are so many
amazing causes out there, so it’s hard
to constantly ask people for donations.
But if you explain what it means to you
and why youfeel compelled to fundraise,
then people are more than willing to
generously support you.”
Set for April 20, the Marathon inches
closer as Logan completes the final
portions of her training alongside her
fundraising efforts. Logan never would
have referred to herself as a runner
before completing the 2014 marathon,
but she now finds a certain peace in the
activity.

“Running is a time where my mind
goes completely blank and I am able to
put one foot in front of another and just
go," she continued.
While Boston’s record-breaking
winter has undoubtedly made outdoor
training difficult at times for Logan and
the friends she has made doing group
runs, she has stayed healthy throughout
the preparation and found that the conditions should leave her well prepared
for next week’s event, which will likely
have tamer weather.
“The record-breaking winter has
definitely not made this an easy year to
train, but the group I do long runs with
has turned it into a lot of fun,” she said.
“You realize just how much you can push
yourself running in these conditions,
which will hopefully make next week a
little easier.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF MELANIE LOGAN

Melanie Logan, A&S ‘l6, prepares to run next week’s marathon for the Last Call Foundation.
Logan is increasingly excited as she
nears a milestone that has been on her

mind since her freshman year. Planning
to run with her father, she remarks that

no matter what happens that day, her

preparation and desire to run will leave
her ready to cross the finish line.

“I think if we woke up on April 20
and saw snow, a lot of us would laugh it
off and say that it hasn’t been anything
we haven’t done before,” Logan said. “It’s
going to be an amazing day regardless,
and I can’t wait to run by BC and to finish
something I started last year." ¦

Lessons in long-distance lovefrom a collegiate relationship veteran
Michael Sullivan
A lot of my friends (and my
mother) call me a “serial monogamist.”
I’m not exactly with the times, unless
it involves sports, so the first time I
heard it I looked it up in the international database for hip lingo: Urban
Dictionary. The website defines it as
“one who spends as little time as possible being single, moving from the
end of one relationship to the beginning of anew relationship as quickly
as possible.”
Most of the time, people use it in a
derogatory sense. Many judge me for
my choice to stick with one partner
for most of my post-Pokemon/extremely awkward phase (which ended
far too late). “Why get so serious?
You’re too young to have a long-term
relationship.” That’s the contention I
most often hear.
But that label is unfair. It’s not that
I have any insecurities about being
alone or that I jump into things quickly, like a middle schooler flip-flopping
between his crush of the day. I only
get into a relationship if I’ve found my
best friend.
I do see the appeal for participating in Boston College’s (but really,
every school’s) hookup culture. Totally
understandable, sounds fun, there’s

nothing wrong with it—that life just
isn’t for me. I prefer the bond you can
make with one person, in which you
can confidently tell someone that you
have a best friend while secretly hoping he or she will fulfill your endless
quest to find a soulmate.
I know some people out there
want to venture on that journey for
themselves. It takes a lot of trial and
error—l’ve
failed twice now and am
trying again a third time. Despite my
setbacks, I can assure you it’s very
easy to look for a partner, and build
and maintain a relationship when you
see the person near-to-every day. So
for those ofyou looking for fellow
Bostonians, whether here on the
Heights or at schools throughout the
Metro Area, I think you’ll be just fine.
For others, like me, the challenge
grows significantly. Spending time
with my girlfriend, Shannon, before I
shipped out to BC made for the greatest summer of my life.

We had been good friends for years
with all of our common interests—like
me, she loves sports and spends much
of her time writing. From traveling to
the Jersey Shore or riding the Ferris
wheel at Coney Island, you name it,
we had a blast.
Unfortunately, she and I wouldn’t
be anywhere close to each other come
September. Shannon is a freshman at
the other big, Catholic sports school,
the University of Notre Dame.
We worried for our future because
of the incredible expense and difficulty of traveling between Chestnut Hill

and Pawnee-like South Bend, Ind.—a
small, remote city quite different from
Boston. It adds up to almost $BOO
round-trip and 10 hours of taxis, busses, flights, connecting flights, and,
the longest leg of the journey, T trips.
Still, we risked it and tried for the
long distance relationship, like many
other couples from high school do. A
lot of friends of mine have tried this
and failed.
But, with only a month left in our
freshman year, we’ve survived it all. It
hasn’t been easy—we’re
not without
our occasional fights, like any other
couple, and we’ve both had crappy
nights just missing each other.
Yet through it all, we’re happier
because we decided to do it.
So whether you’re a newly admitted Eagle peeking at The Heights’
website, still hanging on to your
high school sweetheart, or a current
student longing for an old friend from
home who’s miles away, here are some
tips that will help you survive a long
distance relationship.
Take time to talk about your day:
You’re probably going to feel like
you’re “missing out” on your significant other’s life by living so far away
from him or her while he or she takes
different classes, meets new people,
and explores anew city. Make sure
to keep him or her updated on the
day-to-day grind ofyour class life,
either via text or with nightly Skype
conversations. If you hear about the
boring things, it’ll keep you continuously engaged with your partner’s life,

and it’ll make the exciting things even
better.
Write letters and send care packages: Getting little gifts (Valentine’s
Day cards, peach rings, school apparel, etc.) softens the blow of not
seeing your partner every day.
Try to keep these a secret —getting
the email that a package has arrived is
already one of the most exciting things
that can happen, so why not make
it something sweet instead of more
underwear from your mother?
Have “Dates”: Of course, it’s hard
to actually go on dates when you’re
1,000 miles apart. But you can sacrifice one or two nights per month on
a weekend to talk to your partner on
Skype and watch a movie by picking
something on Netflix that you can
both enjoy. Plus, no dressing up/pants

required.
Make visits: I thought my skin
would burn off the first time I caught
site of the golden dome of Notre
Dame’s Main Building. But if you go
to BC, chances are your Spring Break
doesn’t align with your significant other’s, making it a perfect time to take
a visit to wherever he or she attends
school. It lets your partner show you
how he/she spends his/her days and
meet his/her friends, and it gives you
precious time to spend with him/her.
Devote your breaks to him or
her: Presumably, your long distance
partner lives near you during the
me, it’s only a train ride
summer—for
to New York City to see Shannon.
Whether you spend time just with

your significant other or in a group
with all your old friends, see him or
her as much as possible. That time

you spend together is precious. Being
apart for months at a time makes it
even better.

Do something special during those
breaks: The best way to highlight your
break is by doing one really special
thing with your significant other.
Go somewhere you haven’t been in
your city. Do something creative, like
visiting a specialty doughnut shop or
seeing a show. Make it memorable.
Don’t neglect your life at school:
This is the most important tip. You
need to make sure you develop your
own life at your school. Find what
you’re interested in, make an excellent group of friends, and it’ll make
the times between when you see your
partner go by more quickly (and be a
lot of fun!).
Have your partner transfer: Okay,
I’ll admit it—l’m
lucky because
Shannon’s transferring to a school in
the northeast (potentially here at BC,
if the admissions office would hurry
up a little).
It’s going to make it much easier
for us to see each other and have more
memorable moments. But if housing puts her into Greycliff, then that
might be just a bit too long distance
for me.

Michael Sullivan is an editor for
The Heights. He can be reached at
features@bcheights.com.
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spaces —students can, theoretically,
say what they want in class, and in
the dining halls. An absence of visceral public forums at BC, however,
has created a culture that segregates
discussion of important issues that
affect minority factions on campus.
The conversation is kept to small
meeting halls, and this fragmented
student voice can seldom thaw the
administrative freeze on campus
climate and culture.
At the end of the day, Climate
Justice and other student groups
can only get the fair consideration
of the BC community at large if
they are given an open space to
state their cause, one less confined
by walls or stringent administrative
processes. Issues like divestment
and free speech aren’t the topics of
campus tours, University brochures,
or AdmittedEagle Day. If we are only
given the opportunity to express
what makes us proud of BC and
not how the institution we love can
often disappoint us, the school will
ultimately suffer from our neglect.
Sunday’s demonstration left the
University heavily exposed to its
critics, and while—for Admissions’
sake —we should hope this does not
become an April tradition, it served
as a telling moment for many on
campus, even those who might not
have personally agreed with the
protests. And for those prospective Eagles, the afternoon’s events
showed just how colorful life at BC
can be.
Sunday night, the Undergraduate Government of Boston College
(UGBC) voted to approve Climate
Justice as a registered student organization, potentially concluding
a struggle for recognition lasting
over a year. Next, the Office of
Student Involvement will need to
approve the group for it to gain this

If we are

only given

the opportunity to
express what makes us
proud of BC and not
how the institution
we love can often
disappoint us, the
school will ultimately

sufferfrom

our

neglect.

formal status, which will allow it
to stage demonstrations and post
fliers on campus. Climate Justice
has been working toward approval
since its inception as BC Fossil Free
in early 2013. Through a February
vigil outside the office of University
PresidentRev. William P. Leahy, S.J.,
and several appeals to other students
in “Rights on the Heights” rallies,
Climate has been sparking conversations all year. With the new approval
status, there comes an opportunity
for a stronger partnership between
the organization and the University
on addressing the troubling environmental state of the world.
Admitted Eagles Day is ideally
meant to portray the University in
the best light for prospective students. From the administrativepoint
of view, it is a chance to bring out the
best and brightest in students and
professors, and show all the exciting
and innovative happenings at BC.
But the planners of this year’s
event were left to ask whether
BC can still look good without its
makeup. And if today’s UGBC vote
was indicative of anything, it’s that
students believe it can.

“Fate loves thefearless”
-James Russell Lowell (1819-1891), American poet
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On Sunday, April 12, Climate Justice at Boston College
watched from the windows of Ignacio as 150 students, faculty
and environmental organizers marched through campus in our
defense. Most ofyou have probably seen the articles or rallies on
campus about the various difficulties our group has faced at BC.
Yesterday, folks from around Boston and the New England area
came to voice their support for our cause and their anger for
BC’s policies on free speech. They took action, marching through
campus on Admitted Eagles Day, to support CJBC in the face of
the immense obstacles at BC.
Many ofyou might ask, “Why didn’t CJBC just work with BC
and negotiate this without bringing in outside groups?”
Short answer: we already tried that.
To explainour history with the administration briefly, many of
CJBC s issues with the administration come from the fact we are
not a registered student organization. Unlike most universities,
BC students in un-registered organizations are barred from the
most basic of activities. We cannot hold meetings, post flyers, or
even host events outside. We want to work within BC’s guidelines
and have applied to become a registered organization multiple
times. Unfortunately, each time we have been rejected. We have
been trying to cooperate with the administration to get our group
and events approved by the university, and while they have been
trying to work with us too, our activities have been derailed by
these circumstances since our status has remained unchanged
in the last few years.
Unfortunately, climate change can’t wait for us to finish
getting through the registration process at BC. Scientists from
around the globe continue to point to the immediate nature of
the problem and the need for action now. We joined hundreds
of student groups around the country who have decided to push
for divestment as a means to combat climate change by hosting
our own events and speakers on campus.
This means that BC administrators have disciplined CJBC
members for organizing or attending our events in the past. Two
of our members were put on disciplinary probation after a peaceful
vigil in February, and now most of our members are terrified of
being suspended or facing other disciplinary consequences. It is
absolutely crazy that students trying to protect the environment
(an endeavor Pope Francis has called for) face such obstacles at
a Jesuit institution. BC is all about social justice when it comes
to service trips to help low-income people in underdeveloped
communities and countries, and climate justice aims to help these
same people in a more permanent way since they will be among
the first and most affected by climate change. No other university
treats students like this, and ifyou don’t believe us, believe the 150
students and faculty who came to BC to hold a rally in our defense.
These supporters have their own goals and their own obstacles,
but it truly speaks to the immense faults in BC s rules that they
came from hours away to express their indignation.
To be clear, organizers from the Boston and New England
area came up with the idea for this rally after hearing our story.
They approached us about their plan, and we were so incredibly
excited. We always knew that BC’s regulations were more strict
than most colleges, but none of us realizedhowbad until student
groups from theEast Coast decided to take time away from their
own campuses and events to come support us. Students from Yale
have enough to deal with (some of them got arrested last week
for climate activism on their own campus), and yet a group of
them drove up to speak. We are incredibly thankfulfor the overwhelming wave of support from the environmental community.
There were students and faculty from BU, Harvard, Yale, UNH,
MIT, Tufts, Brandeis and other universities as well as Juliet Schor
(BC faculty), Susan Lee (Mothers Out Front organizer), leading
environmentalist Bill McKibben, social activist Bob Massie and
BC alumni like Fran Ludwig and Robert Ryan.
Upon hearing of their plan to come to campus, CJBC decided
to inform the administration of the upcoming event and attempt
to get a permit. We tried to workwith the administration, as we
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always have, in order to keep working on our relationship with
the administration. To be clear, we CHOSE to contact BC about
the event. We did not have to, and some of the organizers from
other schools actually discouraged it. It was not our event to begin
with, but when we decided to take part, we immediately tried to
collaborate with BC to make sure that noone would get hurt or
punished in the process.
We at CJBC cannot express our appreciation enough to Dean
Mogan and other BC administrators for trying to work with us
on this event. We applied for a permit for the event and were
rapidly rejected. The Dean suggested a few alternative options, but
they did not prove plausible with the plans coming from outside
organizers. As soon as the permit was rejected, CJBC withdrew
all affiliation from the event. Black Student Forum followed a
similar course when they were unable to attain a permit for the
Die-In, a protest for the handling of the Michael Brown and Eric
Garner cases, in December, and their group received no disciplinary consequences for organizing the event. They informed
the BC community of their withdrawal from the event and said
that anyone attending would go at their own risk. We followed
the exact same course of action, immediately trying to end any
and all of our affiliationfrom the event. Two of our members met
again with Dean Mogan to explain this, but he told us he could
not assure us that CJBC members wouldn’t receive disciplinary
sanctions. The members left the meeting on amiable terms with
Dean Mogan, and we are still trying to work with him on the
registered status of our group. We just want to thank him and the
other administrators working with and for CJBC, and we hope
that the BC community understands how hard we worked to get
this event in cooperation with BC’s guidelines.
After that conversation, we did everything we could to disassociate ourselves from the event. We ate lunch together in Ignacio, far from where the organizers were supposed to march on
Linden Lane, for fear of these disciplinary sanctions. When the
150 supporters decided to change course and walk through Lower
instead, we watched from the windows, full of excitement and
gratitude for those amazing people. As they passedby, supporters
recognized us in the windows and cheered, screaming words of
encouragement. It broke our hearts to be unable to go and walk
with the wonderful people who made their way to BC to support
us, many of whom drove for hours to be there. We could not be
more grateful for the overwhelming support from this national
community, and we hope all members of the BC community can
appreciate the immensity of their love and support.
To us, the day was a resounding success of what the climate
justice movement is all about. We’re not just all a bunch of treehuggers out by ourselves in the wilderness. We are a community of
people who love the earth and the people of the earth. We in CJBC
have tried torecreate that community on BC’s own campus, but
it is truly amazing to have students, faculty and organizers come
to encourage us in that endeavor, even as we’ve faced immense
obstacles in the past.
To finish this note, we’d like to express our apologies to the
various BC faculty and police officers who came to campus on
that beautiful day. We truly wanted to avoid causing this sort of
emergency response, and we thought that we would be able to do
so by informing Dean Mogan ahead of time about the nonviolent
nature of the event. Thank you again to the BC faculty and police
officers for being so cooperative. While we were not at the event,
we heard nothing about your supervision but smiles and kind
guidance through campus. We’d also like to shout out to SAP for
allowing this groupofsupporters to come in on such a big day. We
support all that SAP does (after all, we love BC too), and we never
meant to take away from your day. To all in the BC community,
thank you so much for allowing folks from other campuses and
communities around New England to push BC to be better than
we have ever been.
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A bold step in the march for
free speech reform at BC
On Admitted Eagle Day this
Sunday, students and parents were
given a broad perspective of Boston
College—perhaps evena little more
broad than Admissions expected.
As prospective students learned
that there are 14,100 total students
attending both the undergraduate and graduate programs at BC,
about 100 college students and other
adults protested the University’s free
speech policies and advocated for
divestmentin the plaza in the middle
of campus.
Most of these protesters were
not BC students. Instead, they
came from Brandeis University,
Northeastern University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
and other places in the surrounding
community. Notable environmentalist Bill McKibben spoke, as did
Emily Kirkland, an organizer of the
event and part of the Better Future
Project.
“The crazy part of this at BC is
the news that students are getting in
trouble for talking about this stuff,”
McKibben said.
Members of Climate Justice at
BC were notablyabsent. They, along
with other groups like the Social
Justice Coalition, have held rallies to protest the administration’s
approach to both free speech and
divestmentfrom fossil fuel companies. Recently, however, members
of Climate Justice have faced disciplinary probation for their roles in
previous unsanctionedsocial justice
events. For this rally, the members
of Climate Justice chose to opt out
in order to avoid further sanctions.
As pointed out in a Letter to the
Editor, they cloistered themselves
in Ignatius Hall, where they watched
the rally from a window above.
The protest added anew dynamic to already complex fabric of
Admitted Eagle Day, as prospective students and parents came
face-to-face with not just the best
that the University had to offer, but
also with the not-so-glamorous or
polished aspects. While admitted
students will often ask students on
admissions panels what their least
favorite aspects of the school are,
the protest represents a much more
forceful dissent.
This protest decidedly wasn’t
meant to just enlighten the prospective students and parents that were
visiting campus, but also to garner
a response from current students at
BC, potentiallyshocking them out of
an indifference that often dominates
University-wide conversation on
divestment and free speech. Rallies
and protests—such
as both Rights
on the Heights events and the St.
Mary’s “Die-In” that occurred last
December—did not interfere with
students’ daily routines, so there
was no need for a majority of the
student body to take a stance on the
issue of free speech on campus, or
of the ethics behind BC’s investment
in fossil fuels.
Now, the 40 Admitted Eagle
Day Team Volunteers who spent
their Sunday addressing admitted
students, plus the many other students who tabled for their clubs,
volunteered their rooms, and assisted in info sessions with deans
and professors, had to face those
who were outspoken against BC’s
current policies.
It’s a discomfort administrators
have felt for some months, and one
undergraduates are quickly getting
to know.
The fight for expansion of free
speech has been focused on public
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Shortcomings in ‘cultural Christianity’
hold on to a religion they don’t actively
participate in?

Hagop Toghramadjian

Religion is on its way out. Superstioutdated, and oppressive beliefs
are no longer needed or wanted in our
modern world. This is the narrative that
has swept the once-Christian West, astious,

GAMEOFTHRONES The first episode
-

of the fifth season of HBO’s awardwinning, critically acclaimed series

kept up the superb storytelling and
phenomenal acting, but Game of
Thrones also deserves a thumbs
up, for the fact that it is no small
feat to bring this show to the small
screen. Each episode costs almost
$6 million to make, which is two
or three times the amount of other
TV shows, so something operating
at this scale is an outright gamble,
especially as the stakes get higher
and the fans’ demand more and
more. To cut the budget for the
show would put the entire production in jeopardy of looking too
cheap (could you imagine how silly
the dragon storyline would be if
the dragons lookedlike amorphous
digitized blobs?). Let the 10 weeks
of Game of Thrones consumption
begin, littered with the slaughter of
the most endearing characters. Oh
yes, it’s going to be impossible to
move about our daily lives after episode nine drops, we just know it.
AMAZON PRIME As students, we get
-

a 50 percent discount on an always
reliable two-day delivery system
that funnels anything we could
possibly need right into our grasp.
Whether it’s a poster to help fill
out your dorm room, or that book
you’ve spent all semester neglecting
for class, or six tubs of peanut butter and Nutella because you, like,
just need to get some more peanut
butter and Nutella, getting a package so quickly, and seeing the email
from the mailroom on our phone is
like Christmas morning.

serting itself from Oxford University to

Indiana. We are beyond faith, goes the
argument, and better for it. Our secular
values will soon create a liberal, egalitarian utopia. Disciples of the new religious
orthodoxy point to Denmark and other
Scandinavian countries as evidence for
their confidence—according to studies,
these progressive paradises are both the
happiest and least religious places on
Earth. If the rest of the world follows suit
and abandons belief, we are told that we
will join the Nordic nations in their calm
prosperity.

But the story is much more complicated than this simplistic and utopian
story suggests.

Denmark, it turns out, has an official
state church, and a full 78.4 percent
of Danes are members. Every year, 70
percent of teens are confirmed in the
church. True, the nation is by no means
devout—in a recent poll, only 25 percent
of respondents agreed that Jesus is the
Son of God. But the situation is not as
conveniently secular as many would like
to think.
The Danes, it seems, have adopted
“cultural Christianity,” a system in which
Christianity provides a moral foundation and social glue, even if individuals
don’t believe in the faith’s literal truth.
Denmark isn’t alone—this description
summarizes the experiences of many
Europeans. From Spain to Britain to
Germany, less than 10 percent of the

population attends services any given
week, while well over half calls itself
Christian. Why is this? Why do people

Katerina Ivanov

THE BACK DOORS OF CORCORAN

COMMONS ARE STILL LOCKED

We
thought that this would be the first
thing to change with the start of
the semester. But, with only three
weeks left, the back doors of Corcoran Commons remain locked during the day. It would be a welcome
addition to our day if we could just
take a shortcut to get some food
instead of having to take a walk
around the whole building, and we
don’t think it would take that much
effortto just have a door unlocked.
Thanks, Thomas and Olivia.
-

YEAR COUNT
Yesterday, Boston
College’s campus was swarming
with prospects for Admitted Eagle
Day. If some of these students decide to come, they will most likely
send something out on Facebook or
Twitter that ends with a “#8C2019.”
That’s an absolutely petrifyinglooking number, because in one
more year, it’ll be 2020, which
sounds like it belongs in a late 'Bos
science fiction film. In fact, in Back
to the Future Part 11, Marty McFly
goes to 2015 and says in awe, “The
future.” When next year’s class finally graduates, the years will have
caught up to when the cult classic
Blade Runner was set, and we still
don’t have moon colonies or flying
cars, so things are turning out to be
-

a major disappointment.

Like Thumbs Up,
Thumbs Down?
Follow us
@BCTUTD

Perhaps they intuitively understand
that the West’s modern values are
utterly founded on Christianity, that
abandoning the faith means abandoning the cultural consensus it creates. In
the words of secular Italian philosopher
Marcello Pera, “The very ideas on which
liberal societies are based and [are]
justified —the concept of the dignity of
the human person, the moral priority
of the individual, the view that man is a
‘crooked timber’ inclined to prevarication, the limited confidence in the power

So it shouldn’t be

surprising that even
when individuals
lose belief, they still
hold on to the idea of
Christianity.
of the state to render him virtuous —are
typical Christian or, more precisely, Judeo-Christian ideas. Take them away and

the open society will collapse.”
He has a point. On what basis do we
justify the modern welfare state? On
what basis do we accept and welcome
diversity? On what basis do we protect
human rights at home and campaign
for them globally? If the universe is
ultimately meaningless, if human beings
are ultimately nothing but complicated
chemical reactions, there is no reason to
care for one another or sacrifice for the
common good.
Some, perhaps, will bristle at this
conclusion. Why do we need God to be
good? Are we really that selfish? Isn’t
humanity a value in and of itself?
The fact is, humanism is cut from the
cloth of Christianity. The only reason it
makes sense is because our society has
been deeply imbued with 2,000 years
of exhortations to love our neighbor, to
serve the poor, and to humble our pride.
Christianity’s own cultural inertia makes
these values appear to be self-evident

truths, but without the memory of faith’s
firm assurances, there would be very
little basis to make meaningful moral
claims and expect others to follow them.
So it shouldn’t be surprising that
even when individuals lose belief, they
still hold onto the idea of Christianity.
“Cultural Christianity” makes a certain
amount of sense. It allows individuals
to live somewhat coherently, acknowledging the source of their values rather
than living untethered and inconsistent
existences.
While it is undoubtedly preferable to
militant secularism, however, “cultural Christianity” is ultimately a deeply
flawed proposition. Turning Christianity into a vague set of platitudes warps
it into a shadowy reflection of the real
faith. It distorts the true spirit of the religion, turning something demanding and
radical into an easy and conventional
convenience.

Christianity” is
unsustainable. If there’s nothing genuine
left in the faith—if people don’t actually
believe the creed they profess—then the
church is running on fumes. New generations will reject it wholesale, reacting
against the hypocrisy surrounding them
with hate and disgust. They will conclude that if the values of Christianity
aren’t true, they must be false. In their
eyes, the Church will be a nonsensical
charade, and they will fight passionately
to destroy it.
So let’s not slip into “cultural Christianity.” Let’s keep the faith running
strong, based on the life of Christ—on
His historical and physical existence—rather than on wishful thinking and opportunistic philosophizing. If we do this,
we will find that true Christianity doesn’t
fade into culture—rather, it perpetually
changes culture. Only in this genuine,
passionate, and active way can Christian
morality survive and thrive, allowing for
2,000 more years of loving our neighbor.
Moreover, “cultural

Ilagop Toghramadjian is an op-ed
columnist for The Heights. He can be
reached at opinions@bcheights.com.

I am imperfect (and so can you!)

*

*
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When college time came around, I
got out of the state casually nicknamed
“God’s Waiting Room” so fast I left a puff
of cartoon smoke behind me. I took 1-75
straight up, careful to lock my doors and
roll up my windows when going through
the Redneck Riviera, and never looked
back.
There weren’t many things I missed
about Florida. Until now.
Florida is like a really bad country
song. It’s a disjointed state in the middle
of an identity crisis. Yeah, there’s Disney,
there’s Miami, and wherever your grandparents retired. But mostly there’s farmland and beach towns and the Panhandle,
which is practically the deep South. It’s
backward and strange and entertainment
takes the form of driving around aimlessly
for hours or trips to Publix to buy cookie
dough that you eat sitting on the sizzling
hood of your car. Florida has “take your
gun to work” and “stand your ground”
laws. See why I got out?
But recently I’ve been thinking about
home strange home in a different light. It
started when I realized how put together
everyone in the New England seems,
particularly at Boston College. Their shirts
are tucked in. Their smiles are plastered on. They speed walk to class with
unbounding determination. They dress
expensively, but not so lavishly that it’s
obvious how hard they’re trying. They get
sloppy on weekends, but always make it to
the library the next morning. They go to
the gym. Hungover.
There’s nothing wrong with any of this.
Except, you know, that it’s not real.
I don’t mean I’m hallucinating, or the
Florida heat has finally made me snap.
Everyone here lives by a carefully constructed set of rules based around a total
facade. It’s a weird sort of social deal we
make: you pretend to be perfect and I’ll
pretend to be perfect, and we never have
to confront what’s wrong. What’s wrong
with our little micro-society, what’s wrong

with ourselves. We can have bad days, but
only if we pick ourselves back up. If we
spend days wallowing and start ruining
the facade, people grow uncomfortable.
We’re breaking the rules. That’s what I’ve
grown nostalgic about Florida.
Yes, people in Florida are ass-overelbows crazy. I chalk it up to the mix of
sweltering humidity, swampland, and
loose gun laws. But Floridians are unabashed about their insanity. If they drive
around intoxicated with an endangered
state bird, they film it for bragging rights.
If they get naked and jump on a police car,
they revel in the fact that they’re famous
now. Florida is completely okay with itself.
There’s no facade there. When people are
sloppy, they’re just plain sloppy. No one
tries to cover it up with 30 extra minutes
at the gym, updating their resume, or join-

I’m confessing to my
general messiness, to
the flaws and mistakes
that BC keeps trying
to smooth out and
tuck away.
ing another extra curricular for the “con-

nections.” There’s something extremely
liberating about that. They’re alright with
their imperfections.
I wish I could do as Florida does. I
wish I could accept what my Kindergarten
teachers told me: that yes, I am a special
snowflake and I’m perfect just the way I
am. But I can’t. At BC, I’m self conscious
of my flaws. Showing others that I’m
imperfect gives me the same sort of social
anxiety as a fourth grader with toilet paper
stuck to their shoe and a “kick me” sign on
their back. I’m not okay with my imperfections—and neither are my peers. When
I show worry or despair, it makes them
uncomfortable. Crying in public is unacceptable. Vulnerability is akin to weakness.
Her Campus wrote an article about
Perfectionist Culture at BC and I think it
was a spot on assessment of our surroundings. But reading it left me with the question: Why is our culture like this? Why
can’t we be more like Florida? Why are
we so uncomfortable with our flaws? Is it
because we’ve been hammered and shaped

into becoming vehicles for success and

feel the pressure to portray ourselves as
such? Is it because we see the Crest strip

smiles and color coded planners of our
peers and feel so woefully inadequate that
we determine to put up the same front?
Veiled by the illusion of perfection, we
don’t see that we are all lost, and sad, and
failing. We forget that we make mistakes,
that we are clumsy large children trampling a world of glass.
I’m a shit show, and not in a cutesy
sugar coated “Oh, no! I missed my UGBC
meeting and have only done half my
assigned reading!” type of cliche. I am
a category five mess: I haven’t done any
assigned reading in about two months, I
sleep through my morning classes constantly, and I hate all forms of exercise and
bodily movement all together. When I do
attend, I swear in class and snore audibly
during lectures. The last time I used a
planner, it was to prop up the bum leg of
my desk chair. I’m insecure about my appearance. I’m terrified of the future.
I’m confessing to my general messiness, to the flaws and mistakes that BC
keeps trying to smooth out and tuck away,
because I’m going to try to be a goddamn
authentic eagle and be realistic about my
flaws. Because covering them up with a
dab of concealer and an enthusiastic, “I’m
doing great!” just isn’t cutting it for me
anymore.

I’m not saying everyone is perfect just
the way they are, because honestly, they’re
not. I should try and fix a lot of those flaws
I just mentioned in the same way Floridians should stop streaking in public places.
This isn’t about making yourself feel better
about your flaws. It’s about being honest
with yourself that you have them.
So, next time someone asks, “How are
you?” expecting a cookie cutter response
in return, look them dead in the eye and
say, “I’m horrible. I have a caffeine headache. I’m failing my English class.” They’re
going to feel really uncomfortable, but
you’re going to feel really f—king relieved.
As they say down yonder: you can take
the girl out of Florida, but you can’t take
the Florida out of the girl.

Katerina Ivanov is an op-ed columnist
The Heights. She can be reached at

for

opinions@bcheights.com.

The opinions and commentaries of the staffcolumnists and cartoonists appearing on this page represent the views of
the author or artist of that particular piece, and not necessarily the views ofThe Heights. Any of the columnists and
artists for the Opinions section of The Heights can be reached at opinions@bcheights.com.

Obamacare
not so caring

Alis Dicpinigaitis
The Affordable Care Act simultaneously mandates two things that infringe on
the appropriatefederal oversightregarding
subsidy distribution. The first is that states
must establish their own exchanges, and the
second is the qualification that if a state does
not “elect” to establish an exchange, the federal government will establish and operate
the exchange for the state.
The heart of the matter is that the
Obama administration dangled the proverbial carrot of absolute subsidy assurance
to states in exchange for their adoption of
the Affordable Care Act. This both limits
premium options of health insurance buyers
and also determines whether a patient is entitled to a subsidy against his own insurance
from the IRS. The plaintiff’s challenge to the
regulation is that the IRS, in its interpretation of the language of the Affordable Care
Act, went beyond its scope, stating that buyers are entitled to subsidies from the federal
government if the states elected not to establish exchanges. The fevered issue now is that
36 states did not establish exchanges knowing their constituents would not qualify for
federal subsidies, making this a case of high
stakes litigation. Because of the complexity
of the case, I felt it appropriate to establish
the facts ofKing v. Burwell and to contextualize it for readers. Having done that, we can
now move on to its implications.
Fundamentally, the ruling of this case is
critical for the establishment ofprecedent
for federal influence in lawmaking—can
the executive branch simply reverse a law
when it sees fit? In this case, in an apparent
instance of executive overreach, it is a question of separation ofpowers. Utah Senator
Orrin G. Hatch adamantly chastises the
Obama administration’s assault on the letter
of the law. He explains that “the Constitution
does not permit the federal government to
order states to do things. The federal government and the states are coequal sovereigns.
The federal government cannot command
the states to do something any more than
one state can command another state to
do something.” What Hatch describes here
is known as the “anti-commandeering
principle,” the precedent for which is deeply
embedded in Supreme Court case law.
But beyond the legal scope, this very
issue impacts millions of Americans paying
for health insurance. It is always difficult to
speak in categorical terms, but the only reasonable solution going forward at this point,
it seems, is to effectively dismiss Obamacare
altogether and put all healthcare management activity on the individual states. The
first problem that must be addressed is
that of the eight million Americans who
purchased health insurance through federal
exchanges in the previous fiscal year under
the false assumption that subsidies would be
available for them (as the Affordable Care
Act had stipulated before the case of executive “flip flopping”).
Perhaps the bigger problem, however,
is the status of subsidies for the residents of
the 36 states that did not establish exchanges
(although it should be noted that they do not
lose purchased insurance coverage premiums). Although affected individuals have options for maintaining coverage or replacing
existing coverage, many may not be able to
afford unsubsidized premiums even under a
less expensiveplan. This ushers in a cyclical
problem contributing to the degeneration of
the health care system.
The onus now falls on the Supreme
Court and Congress to address this problem.
First, the Supreme Court must not uphold
the Affordable Care Act “subsidy scheme.”
Next, the states must resolve themselves
not to establish or adopt exchanges (in this
the categorical is the only viable solution).
States gain no flexibility and also burden
themselves with long-term costs. In terms of
federal action, Congress and the states must
proactively exempt individuals and employers not participating in state exchanges from
regulations and mandates of the Affordable
Care Act.
The irony is that basic premium analysis
in the 36 states without exchanges shows
that the cost ofcoverage was markedly less
before the adoption of the Affordable Care
Act. The social, political, and economic
headache ofObamacare continues to wreak
havoc on the health care landscape of the
United States, with no end in sight.

Alis Dicpinigaitis is

for The Heights.

an op-ed columnist

He can be reached at
opinions@beheights.com.
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Maggie Aasen | A&S l’ 5, Biology
“How to Make a Beating Heart out of a Piece
Skin: An Introduction to IPSCs”

ofyour

A senior who has been doing biology research since her

BC Talks

freshman year at the University, Maggie Aasen, one of seven
speakers at this year’s BC Talks and A&S T5, addressed the

audience Sunday on induced pluripotent stem cells (IPSCs) —adult cells that have been geneticallyreprogrammed
to behave like stem cells and thus evade embryonic stem cell
research controversy —and BC’s current research into and development of IPSC technology.
Aasen addressed the ample medical applications presented by IPSCs, some of which being
their use as personalized models for researching and testing drug therapies and genetic diseases. “We don’t have to have these long clinical trials anymore, we don’t have to test things on
animals
so obviously you can see that this type of technology is really innovative.” She spoke
about the University’s hopes to collaborate with larger institutions throughout the city to contribute to this significant, timely research. In addition to her IPSC research, Aasen is currently
writing her senior thesis on environmental and health effects of United States agricultural
policies and subsidies.
...

CORINNE DUFFY FEATURES EDITOR

Danielle Dalton | CSOM T 6, Marketing
“ he OverlookedPower ofEmotional Intelligence”
T

Brittany Burke | LSOE ’l5, Elementary Education &
Perspectives on Spanish America, Philosophy
“ZAP! A Reflection on IndigenousPolitics and Identity
in Latin America”
Made aware of the joys and injustices of the indigenous Latin
American people through living in solidarity with those of Guatemala
and Chile, Brittany Burke, LSOE ’l5, chose to speak at this year’s BC
Talks on the issue of indigeneity, analyzing the complicated relationship between indigenous groups, their respective domestic governments, and international governments through her own spoken word poetry.
In her talk on Sunday, Burke examined the differing, multifaceted conceptualizations and overlapping
characteristics ofLatin American indigeneity and who, or what, constitutes the indigenous. “For indigenous people, ironically, a universal definition of indigeneity, while seemingly allowing these people to
unify against the governments that repress them, actually restricts their mobilization and causes them to
be further marginalized,” she said in her speech. She argued that often the ways in which indigenous people
project themselves to the surrounding world indicate the type and extent ofsupport and funding for which
they will be eligible based upon predetermined qualifications as established by NGOs and international
governments —which both constrict cultural expression and enable marginalized groups to survive.

Amy McDonnell | A&S ’l5, Psychology and Faith, Peace, and

Justice
“How Neuroscience Can Save the Crisis in America’s Prisons”

By admitting the use ofbrain scans in the courtroom to indicate abnormal brain functioning, Amy McDonnell, one of the BC Talks student
speakers and A&S 15, proposed that legislators could establish a more
effective protocol for sentencing and treating mentally ill patients found
not guilty by reason of insanity. McDonnell asserted that remedying the
fact that more mentally ill patients live within American prisons than in
psychiatric hospitals through this idea would benefit all parties: the offender, the victim, and the justice system.
Due to her passions for neuroscience and its ties into all aspects of the world, McDonnell spoke about
neurocriminality and possible changes to the justicesystem. “I chose to participate in BC Talks because I’m
lucky enough to have found my passion at BC,” McDonnell said in an email. “I’m sure a lot of us have. But what
I think is widely overlooked at BC is sharing this passion with other students. We go to class, we take tests, we
write papers, and then we want to be done. BC Talks is a great program designed to bring these topics up as
a platform for discussion.” Within her talk, she analyzed whether methods in place allow officials to prove an
individual insane accurately, noting procedural flaws and suggesting that brain scans would provide more definitive diagnoses. Following graduation, McDonnell hopes to pursue higher education in forensic psychology.

In the wake of last year’s BC Venture Competition and after
launching an Indiegogo campaign, Danielle Dalton, a speaker at
Sunday’s BC Talks and CSOM T6, founded Molly Miller—a women’s
clothing and accessory company that donates a portion of its profits
to organizations promoting and advocating for positive body image—and recognized the oft-overlooked significance of high emotional intelligence in entrepreneurship.
“During your four years at BC, you’re not just learning different [things] about different academic
areas—you’re also learning a lot about yourself,” Dalton said about her initial interest in the BC Talks in
an email. “It’s easy to lose sight of that, though, in the middle of grades, searching for internships/jobs,
and everything else that takes place on campus. I think personal growth is something we should value
more, but that’s not always a conversation that takes place on campus. So, I decided to say something.”
While design, coding, and various technical skills retain great clout within the sphere of entrepreneurial
startups, Dalton argued that emotional intelligence goes largely unacknowledged despite its relevance in
the workplace. Within her speech, she discussed not only the importance of high emotional intelligence,
but ways to improve upon and increase it so as to achieve success.

Alex Moscovitz | A&S ’l5, Environmental Geoscience
and Sociology
“Urban Agriculture and STEM Education”

Originally inspired to speak at Sunday’s BC Talks after
working on a topical book with G. Michael Barnett —an associate professor specializing in urban agricultural education and
STEM research within the Lynch School at the University—Alex
Moscovitz, A&S T5, discussed the local food movement, community food security, and urban agricultural youth programs,
and she discussed their contributions to STEM education and diversity.
Moscovitz addressed the audience on pertinent issues of social and environmental justice, pubhealth,
lic
urban planning, and economic development, and she highlighted various programs and
organizations participating in the movement to bring fresh, local sustainability to urban communities experiencing food insecurity through farmers markets and neighborhood, school, and rooftop
gardens. “Since I’ve become familiar with the subject through writing the chapter I thought I
would try to give a talk too to practice public speaking and teach people about the interesting
things urban agriculture organizations are doing,” she said in an email. Following her undergraduate studies, she will pursue her master’s degree in urban and environmental planning.

Angie Zablotny

|

Lucas Perry | A&S ’l6, Philosophy
“The Self is an Illusion”

CSON ’l5

“Conversations in Menstruation: South African School-

girls’ Experiences as Expressed ThroughBody Mapping”

I

Interested in contemporary, philosophical issues such as
the philosophy of science, futurism, and the philosophy of the
mind—and pursuing research in transhumanism and consequentialism—Lucas Perry, one of the seven BC Talks student
speakers and A&S T6, addressed the audience April 12 on the
illusion ofself—and the importance that one dispel it.
“I decided to speak at BC Talks because the illusion of self
is a pervasive delusion that affects every aspect of our lives,” Perry said in an email. “It affects
how we understand ourselves, how we relate with the universe and others, and how we experience life itself. How can we live lives that are fulfilling and noble if we do not understand our
very nature?” Within his speech, he analyzed the implications of the pronoun “I,” descanting
on the need to understand the fundamental nature of the self and reject the many, superficial
misconceptions to which it is attached such as name, geographical origin, or various interests.
Using an array of tangible examples—such as a table and a wagon —Perry made his complex
topic more accessible to the audience. “If humanity is to see farther than it has before, then we
must see through this illusion of self,” he said.

Following her study abroad in Durban, South Africa during the
spring semester other junior year, Angie Zablotny, CSON ’l5, began
to question why menstruation, a natural, healthy, vital part oflife for
women, accompanies negative or embarrassing connotations worldwide. Zablotny spoke on April 12 about her research on community
health in South Africa, and about the topic ofbody mapping.
Initially drawn to the idea of giving a talk in an effort to share the stories and experiences of those she
met in South Africa, Zablotny discussed women’s health in her speech—an important and multifaceted
subject around which she aims to increase the conversation. “My research was about creating a safe space
to talk about women’s health and called to normalize these conversations,” Zablotny said in an email. “It
only seemed fair that I followthrough and speak openly and honestly in my own home, just as so many
young girls in South Africa did with me.” Within the speech, she discussed the universal female experience
of menstruation, and the inherent problems in its common perception as evidenced by her research abroad:
“We were females, and therefore we shared the common experience of menstruation, a largely unspoken and
uncomfortable topic both in South Africa and the United States.”

Baseball and the death of PEPS: the best and worst of spring at BC
final month of the school year, let’s take
a look at what’s been going on lately, and
what’s coming up.

Connor Mi.i.i.as
Historically speaking, the first month
or so of spring brings about as much joy

burning garbage truck careening
of endangered
penguins. This portion of the season
as a

off a cliff toward a village

is basically a cruel extension of winter,

and should be renamed something like
“Super Winter,” “Jack Frost’s Last Tango,”
You, New England.” For now,
or “F—k
that is beside the point. It appears true
spring, in all of its marvelous, shortswearing, BBQ-air wonder, has arrived.
Much like Rubinoff, true spring tends
to bring the best and the worst out of
Boston College. So, as we head into the

Worst: UGBC (On Trial for the
murder of PEPS). In four years at BC,
you’ve done very few good things for
me, UGBC, but you’ve never really made
my life worse. Back when you picked
the concerts, you brought washed-up,
politically-charged Lupe Fiasco, who
went on a five-minute Howard Zinn rant.
That was close. Now you’ve legitimately
screwed over students with your negligence. You let PEPS die, and in a better
world you would tumble into the grave
to take its place. Should have just taken
Lucas and Vance’s staplers when we had
the chance.
Best: Watching BC baseball from the
ramp / parking garage roof. Thanks to a
dogged team of 19 hairstylists contracted
by BC Athletics to blow dry the Shea
Field clay 24/7 for the last month, the
baseball team is finally playing home

games again. That means the ramp is
open for business. For tailgaters and
serious baseball fans alike, the ramp
offers a unique venue for drinking beer

and eating dogs, getting neck burns, and
relentlessly heckling the away team’s
right fielder.
Worst: Bros co-opting “dad” fashion. Chubbies were bad enough—you
skipped leg day all winter, why in the hell
are you sporting a 5.5-inch inseam? Now
the bastards have started dressing like
golf dads. Nothing is holy, I guess. Please
leave the tucked-in striped polo shirts for
the nerds, like God intended.
Best: The return of protesters scheming to steal BC’s collection of fossils. The
ragged band of treasure hunters was
out in full force on Sunday, protesting
BC to reveal the location of its secret
fossils. Little do they know, the fossils
are secured in a near-impenetrable vault
buried in the bowels of Carney. Even if
they did survive the seven Jesuit chal-

lenges and break into the vault, the selfdestruct mechanism would keep them
from harvesting the fossils and turning
them into fossil fuel.
I have no idea what’s going on.
Worst: The senior week events black
market. It’s your prerogative to sell a
Dance Of The Decades ticket for a totally
jacked up price, but that doesn’t make
you any less of an ass for doing so. Way
to work the free market, Warren Buffett.
Best: Lemonade Shandies. Not great
around midnight when the Green Briar
starts running out of beer on BC night,
but excellent for tailgates and BBQs. The
Lienenkugel’s Summer Shandy is the way
to go. Best thing to leave Wisconsin since
the Green Goblin himself, Willem Dafoe.
Worst: Chicago Archbishop Rev.
Blase Cupich for Commencement speaker. Mark Herzlich, the manager of the
Chestnut Hill Dunkin’ Donuts, Stephen
Colbert, a CSOM senior boy talking to
a girl in a bar about working in invest-

ment banking, Tina Fey, Andrew Frates
reading a message from Pete Frates, Jill
Abramson, that RA who wrote you up
freshman year, Steve Addazio trying to
name one Drake song, Kofi Kingston, the
band Juice drinking a lot of juice, Andre
Williams speaking in Haikus, Boston
University goalie Matt O’Connor—actually, no, he might drop the diplomas
or something—Marissa Mayer, Quinn
Smith with Danny Linell—that is a quick
top-of-my-head list of possible commencement speakers I would rather have
than Cupich. I mean come on, this was
my mom’s reaction over text: “O boy,
does not sound energizing. Hope he
surprises u5...”
Best: It’s been 17 years, but my
Neopets are finally shaping up the way I
hoped they would.

ConnorMellas is

a senior staff columnist
He can be reached at

for The Heights.

news@bcheiqhts.com.
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Anewspin
on recruiting

HIT FROM BEHIOD

Michael Sullivan
It’s not easy for teams here in
Chestnut Hill, Mass, to win at the
most difficult sport in the NCAA:
recruiting. Cold winters, facilities
in dire need of improvement, and a

TWOFLUKE ERRORS IN THE SEVENTH INNINGBYTHE
BE INFIEID DASHED ANY HOPE OF BEATING EIEMSON
ALEC GREANEY
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BC’s Luke Fernandes (18) peers over toward first to hold back the runner.
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BY MICHAEL SULLIVAN

ACC) in a 6-3 loss.

Sports Editor

In the top of the seventh inning,
up 4-3, the Tigers (18-18, 9-9 ACC)
hexed the Eagles’ infield. After allowing a leadoffwalk to left fielder
Reed Rohlman, BC reliever Luke
Fernandes induced catcher Chris
Okey to ground to Eagles’ third
baseman Jake Palomaki. The freshman botched the play, forcing the
ball into the outfield and setting up
runners at second and third.
What happened next will, in all
likelihood, never happen again in
baseball history.
BC head coach Mike Gambino
brought the infield in with second
baseman Chase Pinder at the plate.
Fernandes forced him to ground to
third base, but Palomaki hit Rohlman in the back as he dashed to
home plate, putting the fifth run
on the board for Clemson.
“I field the ball, and I probably
should’ve taken another step out of
the baseline so I had a clear target
to throw to [catcher Nick Sciortino] behind the plate,” Palomaki
said. “It’s one of those baseball
things that kind of just happens.”

Ever play a game ofwiffleball by
Indian Rubber rules? It’s not easy
to throw that white, plastic orb
with holes in it to the bases, and it
often makes more sense to just peg
the runner as he or she attempts
to advance.
Since getting hit by a wiffleball
hurts as much as being slapped
with a feather, it’s by far the most
effective way to get out onto the
field and play a competitive (and
potentially wild) game.
Translating those rules to actual baseball doesn’t work as well.
Anyone who has taken the slow trot
to first while grabbing his forearm
or back can tell you how much it
stings to get plunked by a pitch or
throw. Often it’ll sting for days, and
it’ll definitely require a thorough
icing after the game.
Had the Boston College Eagles
used those rules on Sunday, their
game against the Clemson Tigers
may have turned out differently.
Instead, uncharacteristically poor
defense (coupled with some bad
luck) plagued BC (16-18, 6-11

See Baseball, B3

load of stairs on campus don’t exactly
appeal to most bright-eyed defensive
ends and power forwards looking to
spend their collegiate careers at Boston College.
For a school that isn’t a historical
(or current) annual powerhouse in
any sport, save for hockey, coaches at
BC need to come up with any advantage possible to reel in the country’s
top prospects.
To do that, coaches have gotten
creative with their pitches. BC joined
other schools by putting its recruits’
faces on fake covers of Sports Illustrated lifting national championship

trophies.
As flattering as that would be to
see your face on a magazine, every

school uses that pitch now. For BC to
consistently build a winner, coaches
must redefine creativity and get the
school’s name out there on social
media. They must show high school
seniors that BC is hip with the latest
trends and that playing in Chestnut
Hill is cool.
Well, ladies and gentlemen, BC
Athletics has gone viral.
In its pursuit of three-star wide
receiver Seth Dawkins, the football
team’s recruiting staff sent him a letter modeled on the cover of Drake’s
latest album, If You’re Reading This
It’s Too Late. Dawkins posted a photo
of the letter on Twitter Thursday
afternoon—it read “if you’re reading
this, you should commit to Boston
College” with the school’s insignia on
it.

It was certainly a risk for the
Eagles. It’s safe to assume Steve
Addazio and his coaching staff know
the music tastes of 18- to 21-year-old
college students.
And if Dawkins preferred to don a
cowboy hat and partake in a country
music hoedown, who knows how he
could have reacted to this recruiting
attempt involving a rapper known for
his generic style.
Fortunately for BC, Dawkins
reacted positively and the Internet
ate up the tweet. Sports media sites

2

See Column, B

Notre Dame sweeps Eagles in weekend set in Chestnut Hill
Heights Staff
For its first game at Shea Field,
the Boston College softball team (1618), could not best the formidable
Notre Dame Fighting Irish. The Eagles
dropped three games to the Irish this
weekend, a doubleheader on Saturday
and a lone game on Sunday afternoon.
The Irish are now unbeaten in 18 consecutive games, as the Eagles drop to
last place in the ACC.
The first inning of these three games
laid the groundwork for how this series
was to go. In the top of the first, Notre
Dame shortstop Morgan Reed tripled
with bases loaded, scoring three. So,
the Eagles began batting with a 3-0
deficit.
In the bottom of the first, Jordan
Chimento responded with a single that
scored Tatiana Cortez, but it was too
little, too late. Irish left fielder Karley
Wester scored once more just an inning

later, and one inning after that Katey
Haus scored off a single. At the start of
the fourth inning, the Eagles were down
5-1. Tatiana Cortez hit one solo home
run, her fourth so far this season, and
Notre Dame eventually won the first
game, 5-2.
Allyson Frei took the loss, giving up
five runs in four innings pitched. Her
record took a serious hit this weekend,
as she claimed losses for the first two
games. Before Notre Dame visited she
was 12-11, and now she is 12-13.
The next game began with a bit of
a momentum switch, but Notre Dame
quickly adapted. Megan Cooley started
off batting for the Eagles, taking a walk
and stealing second base. She reached
third base, followed byTaylor Coroneos
at second and Cortez at first. Chimento
hit a pitch into shallow center field,
gaining a single for herself and a run
for Cooley.
Jessie Daulton then added another
RBI to the tally, with a single up the

INSIDE SPORTS
THIS ISSUE

middle that sent Coroneoshome. Then
Chloe Sharabba brought the first inning
scoring to a finale with a hard grounder
down the right field line. The ball evaded
the right fielder, letting both Chimento
and Cortez cross home plate.
Notre Dame offered no response to
this 4-0 deficit until the fourth inning.
The team slowly chipped at BC’s lead
with a double and a single that scored
two runs. Reed hit the double, and then
she scored off Sara White’s center field

single.
BC tacked one last run in the bot-

of the fourth—Coroneos drove in
Sharabba off of a single. Then, the Irish
tom

took over.
Micaela Arizmendi blasted a home
run past the right field wall, scoring
three. Next, Reed put the Irish in the
lead, reaching home off of a throwing
error. Reed would have two hits, two
runs and an RBI in this game.
ARTHUR

See Softball, B3
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The Eagles couldn’t get any rhythm goingas they were stymied by the Irish’s pitching staff.

Lacrosse: BC tops Virginia Tech

Baseball: Adams shuts the door

The Eaglescan't be stopped, staying undefeated on the road, this time vs. the H0kie5....82

The left-handedreliever escaped a based-loaded jam in the ninth to clinch
B4

TU/TD
Roundup
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The

THUMBS BC coaches
UP
From Column, B

1

THE MASTERS Nothing says
spring like kicking back, grabbing a cold drink from the
fridge, and watching a bunch of
grown men hit a tiny white ball
around an open field in Georgia
all weekend. Even the sport’s
biggest opponents will concede
that the Masters Tournament is
golf at its finest.
-

Also,
nothing says Spring like the
fact that it actually feels like
Spring outside. Sunday was
an absolutely perfect day to
watch some baseball—if only
SPRING HAS SPRUNG

the product

-

on the field was a little

bit better.
THANK YOU, PROVIDENCE- We

knew we could rely on our
brothers in Catholicism to triumph over those pesky Terriers
to the east. Thank you, Providence College men’s hockey,
for reminding us to believe
in miracles. We are all Friars
today.

Dawkins will commit any time
soon—24/7
Sports touts ACC
rival Louisville as a strong
favorite to land the 6-foot-3 receiver—it
may at least put the
Eagles back into contention.

Kamara.

No, BC coaches need to follow in Kim Kardashian’s footsteps and break the Internet to
convince recruits to come to
play on the court, field, or ice.
To do this, they must go above
and beyond the limits of possibility (and sanity).
Here are some ideas Eagles’
coaches might consider when
going out on the recruiting
trail:

I don’t think it’s enough.

It’s an admirable first attempt for BC at trying to be
culturally relevant. Addazio
and men’s basketball coach Jim
Christian should keep doing
these sorts of recruiting gimmicks—even
if they aren’t successful, they can further build
up the BC brand.
But BC’s letter pales in comparison to the lengths other
Power Five coaches go to win
over the hearts of high schoolers. Michigan football head
coach Jim Harbaugh mirrored
four-star defensive tackle Boss

Steve Addazio plush
figure: Remember in “Toy
Story” when Woody would
say, “There’s a snake in my
boot,” after Andy pulled on the
string on his back? The same
concept applies here! Coach
Addazio’s Vines have produced
a plethora of phrases to use on

Kent and the Eagles finished out
their ACC schedule in Blacksburg.

-

pretty hard when it was announced

that Birdball superstar Chris Shaw
would be out for a while with a broken hamate in his hand. We wish

him a speedy recovery, because
there’s a void in our lives when he’s
not blasting home

WHO NEEDS TICKETS?

-

The tick-

eting allocation process for the
BC-Notre Dame football game
at Fenway Park announced

earlier this weekend, and it will
likely cost at least $4OO just to
get into the cheap seats. Tickets
were expected to be expensive,
but this expensive? If you’re
planning on going, be prepared
to leave Fenway with a hefty
hole in your wallet.
THNKSFRTHMMRS- BC hockeydefenseman and captain Mike
Matheson took a lot of heat
over the past few years, but we
salute him on a very success-

ful three years in maroon and
gold. We’ll miss seeing him out
on the ice.

Like Thumbs Up,
Thumbs Down?
Follow us
@HeightsSports

in
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man himself.

Baseball coach Mike Gambino
doesn’t believe players need to
be coddled. They should want
to come to BC for the tradition,
the appeal of Boston, and because they like him as a coach.
Any recruit with this offerfrom
Gambino gets a trip to the
school of hard knocks—a oneway descent into a coal mine.
It’s also convenient because
that’s where most BC sports
have practice. Prospective BC
athletes should probably get
an idea of what they’re getting
into by becoming Eagles.
Snow shoes and Bean
boots: Lacrosse, field hockey,
and soccer all play their games
on Newton. With the massive
snowfall in Boston this year,
chances are the shuttle from
Main Campus to the home of
the freshmen.
Ifcoaches provide players
with the proper footwear when
they have to inevitably walk to

Swatch of Jerry York’s suit:

Fangirls of a boy band melt
when the lead guitarist throws
his pick into the audience. Jerry
York is the lead guitarist of a
boy band called college hockey.
One piece of his famous black
suit with the blue tie should
have any recruit swooning at
its smell alone
*No guarantee the smell
ofCoach York is in any way
pleasurable.
Glitter bomb envelope:
To be honest, I don’t think
this would work as a recruiting tactic. But attack by glitter
bomb is perhaps the cruelest
and most hysterical prank
anyone could pull. Plus, not all
attempts at recruiting can be
winners.

Maybe a prospective Eagle
would get a kick out of having
to pick up millions of little
plastic particles off of his car-

their games, it’ll show that BC
cares about the well-being of

Trip to a coal mine:

its athletes.

Sesame seed covered

pretzels: An important part
of growing up is finding new
tastes. What could be better to

develop your taste buds than
trying out anew way of eating
pretzels—pretzels I guarantee no recruit has ever tried
before. Share Conte Forum’s
only “delicacy” with all recruits
by introducing them to this
...

way of topping
interesting
off this bread-based treat.
...

Basketball lineup card:
It’s not as much of a recruiting
pledge as a plea for help. If you
fill out your name in the lineup
and return it to Christian
within a timely fashion, you’ll
be inserted into BC’s basketball
rotation.

Michael Sullivan is the Sports
Editorfor The Heights. He can
be reached at sports@bcheights.
com.

against Duke last Saturday. The

as one of the catalysts in a

Staff

It’s one thing for Kenzie Kent
to make the jump from hockey
13 to laBoston College
11
Virginia Tech
crosse. It’s another thing for

success.

the freshman standout to make
an impact on both teams, and
this impact is coming at the
right time.
In the Eagles’ (13-2, 5-2
ACC) 13-11 road victory over
Virginia Tech (6-9, 0-6 ACC)
on Saturday afternoon, Kent
registered a hat trick in just
her fourth game of the season.
Having only recently been able
to join the team after serving

The victory was an important one for the Eagles, completing their ACC schedule
and pushing the team to a 7-0
record on the road.
Perhaps most impressively,
the win was the team’s second
consecutive without Mikaela Rix. The senior superstar
missed her second consecutive game due to a head injury
suffered during the home loss

Walker with a gaping hole in
the lineup, a hole that only one
person remaining on the roster
had any chance to capably fill.
Kent has started both of those
games, tallying five goals, admirably taking on a vital role
in the team’s offense only two
weeks after playing in her first
game.
In addition to Kent’s heroics,
the team also utilized a balanced attack to offset the loss
of Rix. Seven different Eagles
found the back of the net in the
first half, including substitutes
Kara Magley, Kate Weeks, and
Kate Rich.
The Hokies, however, went
blow for blow with the Eagles,
responding to each BC tally

with a goal of their own, and the
first half finished 7-6 BC.
The Eagles stepped it up a
notch in the second half, as they
outshot the Hokies 16 to 11 after only tallying one more shot
than the Hokies in the first.
The game still remained
close for the first 20 or so minutes of the second, until Kent
completed her hat trick and
gave the Eagles enough momentum to pull ahead.
Bolstered by Kent’s third
goal and another goal from
Sarah Mannelly, BC took a 1310 lead with a little more than
eight minutes remaining in the
second half. From there, the
defense, led by goalkeeper Zoe
Ochoa, clamped down, allowing just one goal the rest of the
way. On the other end, Covie

Stanwick was able to step into
a secondary role with the emer-

gence of Kent, as she finished
the game with the Eagles’ two
assists—both
to Kent—along-

side her goal.
The game was not the prettiest of victories, but there
certainly will not be any complaints from the team, as any
victory without Rix is an added
bonus for the nation’s No. 4
team.

With the ACC Tournament
coming up in two short weeks,
the team knows that crunch
time approaches. While the
Eagles hope Rix can return to
the lineup soon, the hole in the
roster no longer appears as gaping as it initially did, with Kent
proving to be filling the shoes
of the team’s top scorer. ¦

runs over Shea

Field’s shallow left-field fence.

SHORT

pet and legs.

injury left head coach Acacia

ultihighly successful —yet
mately disappointing—season
for BC women’s hockey, Kent
showcased the natural talents
that will make her a crucial
component of the team’s future

Heights

BROKEN BONES (AND HEARTS)
We’re not gonna lie— we took it

this huggable (but ridiculously
intimidating) plush toy of the

Kenzie Kent nets hat trick in win over Virginia Tech
BY CHRIS NOYES

THUMBS
BOWN

should consider these recruiting tactics

Tagoloa’s “promposal” with a
cute sign of his own. Alabama
football’s Nick Saban sent 105
different letters highlighting
individual aspects of the school
to running back prospect Alvin

ranging from CBS to Bleacher
Report shared the letter.
Although it doesn’t guarantee
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ROUND UP
M.TRACK

Men’s trackand field competed in the
UMass Minutemen Invitational this past Saturday.
Asa team, the Eagles landed
11 top-10 finishes throughout
the meet.
Nicholas Denari highlighted
the performances with a second
place finish in the 10,000 with
a PR time of 32:25.53 to claim
a qualifying spot in the NEICAAA.

m

Nicholas Nash also took second place in the 400 m dash.
This coming weekend, half the
team will travel to California for
the Mt. SAC relays while the rest
will be competing at the Georgia
Tech Relays.

ACC Women’s Lacrosse Standings

BY KEATON MCAULIFFE

W. TRACK

Women’s
track and field
accumulated
150 points to
win the UMass
Minutemen Invitational this past
Saturday, April 11, just nudging out Northeastern with 147

points.
The team finished the meet
with seven first place finshes.
Top finishes included Claudia
DiSomma in the 800m, Madeline
Davidson in the 1500m, Amanda
Rickert in the 5000 m, Margaret
Mullins in the 10,000m, and Shannon Ahern in the 400 m hurdles.
Out in the field, javelinthrower Fallyn Boich finished third and
qualified for the ACC Outdoor
Championship with a throw of
37.48 meters.

TENNIS

The women had a bit more
luck, with three of the matches
reaching tiebreak.Katya Vasilyev,
Emily Safron, and Jessica Wacnilc each were able to stay with
their competitors to bring their
matches to tiebreak. However,
they each couldn’t hang on until
the end.

Overall

Duke

5-1

13-1

North Carolina

5-1

12-2

Boston College

5-2

13-2

Notre Dame

3-3

8-5

Virginia

2-3

9-5

Syracuse

2-4

9-6

Louisville

1-3

9-4

The number of combined singles

6-9

petitions won by BC men’s and women’s
tennis last Friday.

Virginia Tech

0-6

After complications due to the
lingering cold, the

Women’s

crew

team was

finally

able to hit the
water this past weekend at the The
Knecht Cup on Mercer Lake in New
Jersey.
The Eagles had strong performances overall, with the Varsity Eight
taking third place in the final with
a time of 6:48.47. Women’s second
varsity also pulled in at fourth with a
time of 6:59.51 and the third varsity
boat pulled in first place in their final
with a time of7:08.02. The varsity fourman boat took the GrandFinal at third
place with a time of 7:45.00.
The Eagles will take the water next
weekend at the Irving-Christensen
Cup in Worcester, Mass.

Quote of the Week

Conference

Team

ROWING

Both the
men’s and women’s tennis teams
got served this
past Friday, April
10, each falling 7-0 to Louisville
and Georgia Tech respectively.
The men’s top performer was
freshman Kent Mukai, who was
able to bring his match against
Cardinal’s Van Damrongsri to
a tiebreaker, but couldn’t pull
through and fell 15-13.

Numbers to Know

HEIGHTS EDITOR

9
The number of walks issuedby BC baseball pitchers in a 6-3 loss to Clemson on
Sunday afternoon.

6.0
The average margin of victory in BC
lacrosse’s 13 wins this season with
only two regular season games left
this year.

0
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“ e’re so closely
W
knit, and yeah, it’s bad
news. But we’ll deal
with it together, man.”
BC baseball head
coach Mike Gambino on
outfielder Chris Shaw’s
broken hamate bone.
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Nine walks and three errors doomed the Eagles vs. Clemson
From Baseball, B1
But a fluke like that rarely
happens once per season for a
team, let alone in the same game.
On back-to-back plays. Naturally, of course, until today.
The ensuing batter, center
fielder Tyler Slaton, hit a sharp
ground ball to Joe Cronin at
first. Not to be outdone, the
Eagles’ infielder hit Pinder in
the back trying to start a 3-6-3
double play.
His throw ricocheted off the
runner’s back into left field, allowing Okey to score and quickly
turning a one-run lead into a

three-run lead.
“It’s a fairly simple solution,
right? You’ve got to start a little
better, you got to catch the baseball a little better,” Gambino said.
“Regardless of what’s happening,
just move on to the next pitch.”
Yet Fernandes couldn’t work
around the three errors, forcing
left-hander Jesse Adams into
the game. The reliever worked
around a bases loaded, no out
situation with two strikeouts and
a play at the plate instigated by
second baseman Blake Butera.
This followed up the magic
spun by Adams on Saturday,
when he faced the same situation

in the ninth before shutting the

door in an 8-7 win. Gambino
praised the development of his
reliever, noting the great job
he did perfecting his changeup
today.
“He’s turning into a really,
really good ACC arm,” Gambino
said. “He’s what he believed he
can be and what we believed he
can be.”
The Eagles’ arms couldn’t
get out of their own way on the
mound either.
Nine walks (and one hit by
pitch) in the game by BC’s staff
resulted in the first four runs for
Clemson. Starter Nick Poore last-

ed only four innings plus, tossing
79 pitches, only 46 of them for
strikes, for a .583 percent clip.
But BC’s struggles continued
at the plate as well. Tigers’ righthander Brody Koerner scattered
eight BC hits across 7 2/3 innings of work while striking out
nine and walking two. And after
taking the lead in the fourth,
BC never mustered a significant threat against the powerful
Clemson pitcher—he regularly
touched 90 on the gun, even on
his breaking balls.
The Eagles will have to search
for offense with slugger Chris
Shaw out four to six weeks with

a broken hamate bone. He will

have surgery to remove thebone
but the surgery will force the
extended recovery period.
Although Shaw is aiming for
a return two and a half weeks
from now in the series against
Virginia Tech, Gambino believes
that would push his rehab too
quickly.
“No one’s going to feel sorry
for us, they’re not going to feel
sorry for themselves,” Gambino
said. “We’re so closely knit, and
yeah, it’s bad news, but we’ll deal
with it together, man.”
But for the Eagles, it’s just one
more huge problem they have to

deal with down the stretch—BC
is also down two pitchers in
starter Jeff Burke (Tommy John
surgery) and reliever Bobby
Skogsbergh (frayed shoulder labrum) each done for the year. To
make a serious bid for a berth in
the ACC Tournament, Birdball
players on both the mound and
at the plate must step forward
to overcome these teammate
losses.
In the meantime, BC must
overcome this jinx on its normally strong and consistent
infield defense, because baseball
won’t be allowing Indian Rubber
rules any time soon. ¦
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Jake Palomaki (not pictured) committed two errors in the top of the seventh inning that led to two Clemson runs. His second came on a throw to catcher Nick Sciortino that hit Reed Rohlman in the back on his way to home.

The Fighting Irish outscored BC 23-9 in the three-game set
favor of Notre Dame.

Jessica

field.

1

From Softball, B

Notre Dame finalized its win
in the sixth inning—two singles
from Haus and Arizmendi put
the game out of reach for the
Eagles, and the game concluded
8-5.
Sunday’s finale proved to be
the most lopsided contest of
them all.
Played on the sunnier and
more temperate of the two days,
the Irish scored in every inning
but two, providing an offensive
showing to remember.
The game finished 10-2 in

Dreswick started on the mound
for the Eagles, and pitched the
first inning and part way into
the second.
She gave up one run in the
first inning from a wild pitch,
and later three more in the
second.
Cooley scored one of BC’s
two runs in the bottom of the
first, off of a single RBI from
Annie Murphy.
Another error led to Notre
Dame’s second run, this one an
infield error that saw the ball
mistakenly thrown into right

Karley Wester, and later Arizmendi, hit RBI singles, and Notre
Dame closed out the second inning with a hefty 4-1 lead.
Daulton tried to mount a
comeback with a solo homer in
the bottom of the second, but
the Irish only added to their
runs
two in the fourth, one
in the sixth, and three in the
seventh.
Among these were two more
errors that led to runs scored,
and the Irish breezed back to
South Bend with three more
wins on their record. ¦

ARTHUR BAIUN

/
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The Eagles’ pitching staff faltered against the Fighting Irish, culminating in a 10-run outburst by ND on Sunday.

GET INTO THE BALLGAME.
Write for SPORTS.
Meetings are at 5 p.m. on
Sunday in the McElroy lobby.
E-mail sports@bcheights.com
with any questions or concerns.
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Sciortino and Adams make clutch plays as Eagles triumph
BY ALEC GREANEY
Heights Editor
All he had to do was throw a
fastball that stayed too far over the
middle, a curveball that hung up
Clemson
7
Boston College 8

in

the

zone,

and a
changeup that didn’t fool anyone
for a second—that
was it. For
eight innings, Boston College
baseball (16-17, 6-10 ACC) had
fought to maintain a small edge,
rallying every time Clemson (1718, 8-9 ACC) tried to get ahead.
Had Jesse Adams made any
one of those mistakes with the
bases loaded and no one out, an
8-7 lead would have been gone.
A BC win may have disappeared
with it.
But hey, no pressure.
Justin Dunn started on the
mound in the ninth inning for the
Eagles. The right-hander hurled
2 2/3 innings in relief of starter
John Gorman, and though he had
already given up three runs of his
own, he remains one of the top
options in BC’s pen.
The top of the order, Eli White,
came to the plate for Clemson.
Dunn walked him on four pitches.

Walks had been a problem for
the Eagles’ staff all day. Gorman
had given a free pass to White
to start the game. Steven Duggar followed that with a single,
giving Clemson runners on first
and second with no outs. After
a 15-run explosion Friday night,
the Tigers looked to pick up where
they left off.
But after a first-pitch ball to

the three-hole Tyler Krieger, BC
catcher Nick Sciortino suddenly
came up throwing down to second, catching White napping off
the second base bag. Two pitches
later, Duggar tried to swipe second. Sciortino gunned him down
too.

“Game changer,” Gambino said.
“Nick Sciortino. Game changer.”
Gorman would walk Krieger,
but then settled down to strike
out Reed Rohlman, Clemson’s

clean-up man.
Gorman went on to pitch 51/3
innings and give up four runs—not a quality start, but without the
big inning the Tigers could have
put up in the first, it was enough
to keep BC in the game.
As White reached first base
in the ninth, Gambino made his
way to the mound, motioning
for a left-hander from the pen.
Adams jogged out from left field,
confidently taking the ball from
his manager.
“I knew if I attacked and kept
the ball down, I thought I would
be fine,” Adams said. “I was hoping
to get a ground ball, try and get a
double play. Obviously that didn’t
work out.”
Adams battled in an eightpitch at bat with Duggar, who
drew a walk after fouling four
straight balls off. Krieger, the next
hitter, drew a five-pitch walk from
Adams. Bases loaded, none down,
one-run lead.
No pressure.
The 8-7 lead that the Eagles
held going in to the ninth was
their first since the top of the
sixth, when Chris Okey hit his
second home run of the game to

ARTHUR BAIUN

/
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The Eagles knocked 13 hits in an 8-7 victory over Clemson on Saturday. Six different players scored a run for BC, which won its fourth game in its last five.
put

Clemson ahead.

Even without the heart of its
lineup—outfielder
Chris Shaw,
who was out after sustaining a
hand injury in Friday’s game—BC
came back.
Logan Hoggarth picked up
where he left off after going
2-for-2 as a pinch hitter Friday
night, picking up two singles and
a double in four at bats. Gabriel
Hernandez, filling in for Shaw in
left, hit a clutch two-out, two-RBI
double, designatedhitter Stephen

Sauter hit a clutch two-out, two-

RBI homer (his first of the season),
and Blake Butera hit a clutch twoout, RBI single in the eighth to
give BC its game-winning run.
“I don’t know if there’s anyone
in the country you’d rather have
up when you have the winning run
on second base,” Gambino said. “If
there’s a chance to get a big hit,
he’s going to get it.”
As Adams buckled down to
face Rohlman, with no place to
put him, he admitted he was a

little nervous.
It didn’t show.
He got Rohlman to swing and
miss at the first two pitches, and
after throwing his third pitch for
a ball, caught Rohlman looking for
the first out.
Next, he had to face Okey—the
biggest threat in the Clemson
order to tag a gland slam onto the
scoreboard, especially with the
wind blowing out to left-center.
Adams got him to swing at
strike three in four pitches.

“Once I settled in, like I said,

with my three-pitch mix—that’s
what did it for me,” Adams said.
Fastball, changeup, curveball.
Adams faced off against the only
player in either lineup not to have
picked up a hit on the day: Chase
Pinder. The second baseman
fouled off two of Adams’ pitches
and took three more, spurring a
full-count that would send the
runners moving.
Changeup: strike three. Ballgame. ¦

BC’s pitching staff struggles as Clemson rolls to easy win
BY ALEC GREANEY

more than “Enter Sandman,” the

Heights Editor

music choice of lights-out closer
Mariano Rivera. As it is in the
pros, Boston College baseball’s
pen features a variety of tastes,
ranging from Jimmy Buffett’s
“Volcano” (Jesse Adams) to Florida Georgia Line’s “Good Good”
(Nick Poore) to Justin Bieber’s
“One Time” (Trever Massey).
In a Friday afternoon series
opener against Clemson (17-17,
8-8 ACC), perhaps the most
relevant choice for each of BC’s
(15-17, 5-10 ACC) six pitching
changes would have been one
of Queen’s classic hits: “Another
One Bites the Dust.”
After logging a decent five innings of work and giving up three
runs, head coach Mike Gambino
pulled starter Mike King in favor
of John Nicklas, a right-hander
who, with three saves this season, is tied for the lead on BC’s
closer committee. From there on
out, it really didn’t matter who
BC threw out to pitch. In fact,
Clemson scored in each of the
last six innings, highlightedby a
five-run seventh that propelled
the Tigers to a 15-6 rout.
King started strong on the
mound for the Eagles, retiring the first eight men in order
before giving up a base knock
to Clemson’s nine-hole, Tyler
Slaton, who would go 3-for-4
with a walk and three runs on

It’s not as easy as it once was
to convince someone to go out to

a

ballgame. Weigh the options:

15
Clemson
Boston College 6

on the
one

hand,
pay a fortune in ticket prices
and parking to go sit out in the
elements for three and a half
hours, while only having enough
cash left to drink one 12-ounce
beer costing as much as $7.75
(that would be Fenway Park). Or,
on the other hand, watch nearly
life-sized players compete from
innumerable different angles on
a high-definition flatscreen, all
from the comfort of your own
home (with the cheapest brews
you can find!).
The wrinkle is, there are a
number of small things that you
don’t get through a television
broadcast. Namely, many smells
and sounds of the game are lost,
replaced by the announcers’
commentary. Thanks to the barrage of advertisements that networks squeeze in between lulls
in the action, one of these lost
things is warm-up music—perhaps insignificant to the result,
it still brings personality to the
game. Nothing, for example,
could have eased the nerves of
a true Yankees fan in the 2000s

the afternoon. King only gave
up two earned runs on two real
mistakes—back-to-back doubles
to the heart of Clemson’s order in
the fourth. With the exception of
a 13-pitch second, King didn’t
have any easy innings. Gambino
has been slowly stretching out
the newly-converted starter
all season, and once King left
the mound in the fifth with 85
pitches, he decided to go to the
pen.
“We like him around 90,”
Gambino said. “If he’s cruising
and they’re easy, a little higher. If
they’re not —there’s a difference
between city miles and country
miles.”
The trouble picked up at once.
Nicklas walked the first batter he
faced, allowed a sacrifice bunt,
and then a double off the wall
in left. After Nicklas picked up
a strikeout on the next batter,
Gambino went to the left-hander
Tyler Hinchliffe for the final out.
In the next inning, however,
Hinchliffe allowed two hits and
a walk before giving up a basesclearing double. The next batter —faced byright-hander Brian
Rapp —hit a two-run homer.
Kevin Connor and Carmen
Giampetruzzi would each go on
to give up three earned runs of
their own over the course of the
final two innings. The brightest
spot from the pen was freshman

Massey, who struck out three
of the four batters he faced (he
allowed one RBI hit, driving in
runs credited to Connor).
“Leaving balls over the middle
of the plate against a goodhitting
team,” Gambino said. “You do
that, that’s what happens.”
On the other side, Clemson’s
Matthew Crownover lived up to
the 1.33 ERA he entered with,

hurling six shutout innings.
Though he allowed just three
hits, BC drew four walks, and
succombed to only one 1-2-3
inning. The Eagles’ best chance—the fourth inning, when they had
runners on second and thirdwith
none down, and eventually bases
loaded with two out—came
to

nothing.
It wasn’t until the final two

innings, when the Eagles looked
up from a 12-0 deficit and had
pinch-hit for nearly every player
in the lineup, that they finally
got on the board. Freshmen Jake
Palomaki, Anthony Maselli, and
Mitch Bigras combined to go
4-for-5 in the last two frames,
scoring five of BC’s six runs.
Of course, for the Eagles, it
was “Too Little Too Late.” ¦

DAN IELLA FASCIANO / HEIGHTS STAFF

Seven different Boston College pitchers combined to give up 14 earned runs in a 15-6 thrashing at the hands of the Clemson University Tigers. The relievers were responsible for 12 of the runs, despite only pitching four innings.
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COMMUNITY
HELP WANTED
$$

SPERM DONORS WANTED

Earn up to $1,200/month and
give the gift of family through
California Cryobank’s donor
program. Convenient Cambridge
location. Apply online: SPERMBANK.com.

the SAMURAI fcF

ACROSS
1 Apply, as with a
cotton swab
4 Dinner bills
8 Defeat decisively
14 Dean’s email suffix
15 Overlook
16 “Respect” singer
Franklin
17 Hitchhike
19 Rented
20 Write back
21 Amazement
23 Pod fillers
24 Out of the wind
25 Far from being in
agreement
28 More in need of
moisturizer
noire: dreaded
30
thing
31 Before today
33 Contact lens care
brand
35 Indian prince
39 What a pep talk is
meant to do
43 Pixieish
44 Strong veiny
cheese
45 Chanced upon
46 Chess corner
piece
49 Pizazz
51 Graduation garb
55 Quantity of 53Down
58 Grifter’s game
59 Diminish
60 Prima : opera

INTERESTED IN

$$

PLACING A CLASSIFED
AD?
EMAIL
ADS@BCHEIGHTS.COM

PUZZLES By The Mepham Group

BY PATTI

star

61 Schoolchildren
63 Time relaxing in a
chalet, and where
the first wordsof
17-,25-, 39-, and

51-Across

may appear
66 Some nuclear
trials
67 Earth’s natural
satellite
68 Archaic
69 Nobel Prizewinning poet Pablo
70 Graph’s x or y
71 Nintendo’s Super
console

Directions: The Sudoku is played over a 9x9 grid. In each row
there are 9 slots, some of which are empty and need to be filled.
Each row, column and 3x3 box should contain the numbers 1 to
9. You must follow these rules:
• Number can appear only once in each row
• Number can appear only once in each column
• Number can appear only once in each 3x3 box
• The number should appear only once on row, column or area.

VAROL

3 Took out,
gangland-style
4 Conservative Brit
5 Bordeaux
boyfriend
6 Offer at Sotheby’s
7 Great bargain
8 “Honor Thy
Father” writer Gay
9 1,000-year Eur.
realm
10 Come back into
view
11 In a total fog
12 Use wool clippers
on
13 Owned, in the Old
Testament
18 K.C. Royal, e.g.
22 E.B. White’s

THE HEIGHTS HAS
A NEW AND IMPROVED
WEBSITE, UPDATED DAILY

JUST FOR YOU.
CHECK IT OUT.
BCHEIGHTS.COM.

“Charlotte’s

25 Ball- hammer
26 Normandyriver
27 Naturallylit
courtyard
29 Clothing patch
type

31 Pale or maltbrew
32 Baseball’s
Hodges
34 PC-to-printer port
36 “Sesame Street’

DOWN
1 Actress Messing
of “Will & Grace”
2 “I challenge you
to !”

puppeteer

37 Had a meal
38 FDR successor

40 Italian dessert
sometimes made
with espresso
41 Like much postChristmas
business
42 Drudge
47 Black Sea port
48 Old USSR spy gp.
50 Golf instructors
51 TV from D.C.
52 Sharp, as an
eagle’s eyesight

53 Photocopier
supply
54 Only U.S.
president born in
Hawaii
56 Foot-to-leg joint
57 Hotel cleaning
crew
60 Cozy rooms
62 U.K. business
abbr.
64 Chicken
65 French king

leaped in Deals!
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V
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Cool under
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‘New Girl’ explores racial profiling with usual dose of absurd comedy
BY SUMMER LIN
Asst. Arts S3 Review Editor
The Fox comedy show, New Girl, is not
typically known for its commentary on current
social issues or race relations in America. In
fact, the series tends to highlight differences in
its cast for comedy’s sake—with constant oneliners made about Cece’s (Hannah Simone)
Indian background or Schmidt’s (Max Greenfield) JewNEW GIRL
ish faith.
"Par 5"
New Girl,
a sitcom
about five
quasiadults living under oneroof, is not eager to take
itself too seriously. In last Tuesday’s episode,
titled “Par 5,” New Girl stepped outside of its
usual comedic tone as it tackled a relevant

and serious topic—racial profiling and police
brutality against black citizens.
The episode begins routinely enough
with a tension-wrought dinner at the loft, as
Schmidt’s newest flame, Fawn Moscato (Zoe
Lister-Jones) and Cece battle it out in a series
of passive-aggressive quips. Lister-Jones has

been fun so far in her portrayal of the ruthless
and social-climbing councilwoman who has
Schmidt bronzing his own skin and undergoing sexual performance evaluations. Any seasoned New Girl viewer knows, however, that
Fawn and Schmidt are not meant to last and
their volatile relationship is just a setupfor yet
another predictable will-they-or-won’t-they
Cece and Schmidt reunion.
Jess (ZooeyDeschanel) later accompanies
Fawn to a networking charity event at a golf
course, where she hopes to win favor with the
school board president to get more computers
for her school. In a foreseeable turn of events,
Jess is horrible at both networking and golf, but
when Fawn decides to takeher under her wing,
Jess learns that she can win more with goodnatured honesty thanwith ruthless pandering.
It’s a character revelation for Jess straight out
of season one. Fawn, however, is humiliated
when she poses for a photo op and accidentally
flashes the crowd. (In an earlier revelation,
we learn that she never wears underwear to
networking events as a power move.)
Meanwhile, Winston (Lamorne Morris),
Nick (Jake Johnson), and Coach (Damon
Wayans, Jr.) are out to lunch when Winston

encounters a beautiful woman named I<C,

who turns out to be a political activist rallying
against police brutality. To Winston, she vocalizes her disapproval of how black Americans
are unfairly targeted by the police. Winston,
fresh on the LAPD force, never lets on to her
that he is a cop and even claims to be a male
stripper when they run into several of his
uniformed colleagues.
Back at the loft, Winston opens up to Nick
in a touching and rare moment of sincerity
about his childhood and race relations in the
country. When Nick points out that they grew
up in the same neighborhood, school system,
and friend circles, Winston reiterates that
this is something Nick can never understand,
alluding to the tense atmosphere surrounding the killing of unarmed black teenagers by
the police in recent months. He says to Nick,
“You’re white. I’m black. When I was young,
we used to run from the police. Even if we
never did anything wrong, it was out of habit.”
It’s definitely a timely issue in light of a South
Carolina police officerbeing charged with the
murder of an unarmed black man the same day
the episode aired.
To say that Winston’s subplot came as a

PHOTO COURTESY OF 20TH TELEVISION

The Fox sitcom departs from its usual carefree tone to discussracial and societal issues.
surprise would be a gross understatement.
New Girl tackles plenty of issues, but they
usually revolve around loft dynamics and
romantic relationships. “Par 5,” co-written by
Lamorne Morris, shows Winston’s conflict
with identifying as both a black man and as
a police officer.
“Par 5” is an odd episode in New Girl’s
repertoire in what has been a disjointed and
unbalanced season so far. We’ve seen witty,

strongly-written episodesas well as storylines
thatseemed to go nowhere (Jess’s relationship
with Julian Morris's character, Ryan Geauxinue.) While the season has taken a few steps
backward, New Girl is slowly recovering from
its season three blunders. Still, the episode
should be commended for maintaining its
comedic tone while taking on a poignant and
timely issue, the gravity of which cannot be fully covered in a 22-minute episode format. ¦

Diesel revs ‘Fast and Furious’ engine

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES

WEEKEND BOX OFFICE REPORT
TITLE
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The seventh film in the ‘Fast and Furious’ series reignites its appeal to fans, pays heartfelt tribute to series star Paul Walker.

BY FRANCISCO RUELA
Heights Editor
Suspension of disbelief has grown synonymous with the summer blockbuster, but
Furious 7 takes this expectationof viewers to a
whole new level —and for the most part, that’s
a good thing. Fast 5 shifted the entire series
from gritty street-racing popcorn flicks to
spy thrillerwith cars and low gravity popcorn
flicks, and
FURIOUS 7
with pretJames Wan
ty unanimous

acclaim.
Fast 5 and
Fast and Furious 6 embraced their outrageous
action set pieces. Furious 7 continues the
trend, forming the conclusion to a pseudo
sub-trilogy within the franchise.
The general plot could be described as
Die Flard 2, with a less compelling villain and
a lot more cars. Furious 7 picks up where Fast
and Furious 6 left off. Owen Shaw, played by
JasonStatham, finds out his brother is bedridden and crippled due to the Torretto Gang.
Infuriated, Shaw seeks revenge against the
gang’s leader, Dominic Toretto (Vin Diesel).
The concept seems simple—Statham vs. Vin
Diesel with cars—but those moments are far
and few between. In fact, the entire middle act
of this movie feels straight out of a ’9os action
flick, filled with the cheesy one-liners that
Schwarzenegger once delivered with glee.
That being said, if you don’t focus too

much on the plot (and plot holes, for that
matter), there is a lot to like about Furious
7. As they are now on the seventh film in
the franchise, all of the actors have mastered
their roles. And although this is director James
Wan’s first entry into the series, he had plenty
of material and style to carry over from the
previous entries.
One of the best things about the film was
that Wan knew exactly what the film was:
a popcorn flick. There are some absolutely
absurd action set pieces in the film, butrather
than trying to make them feel overly gritty or
realistic, Wan takes the opportunity to build
some truly beautiful scenes. And that is the
ultimate realization of what this franchise is
about—jaw dropping action scenes. Although
some audience members might exclaim, “this
is so unrealistic,” the childish whimsy and
adrenaline rush far outweigh that thought.
The only thing this film seems to be lacking in (other than a strong plot), is Dwayne
Johnson. The conclusion to Fast and Furious
6 seemed to promise a growing bromance
between Johnson and Vin Diesel. Johnson
steals everyscene he’s in, which unfortunately
isn’t often.
Speaking of an underutilized cast, Statham’s character was completely one dimensional. He’s just a bad guy who shouldn’t be
messed with. Statham only feels like a threat
to the protagonists when he is on screen.
The subplot within the second act of the film
ignores Statham’s character effectivelymaking
the viewer forget about him, until “oh no, here

comes Shaw again.” This lack of a threat really
dissipates most the tension in the film, except

thosein which Paul Walker appears.
Now for the elephant in the room. With
a few weeks left of production, Walker,
who plays Toretto’s right hand man Brian
O’Connor, passed away in a single-car accident. This led to a script rewrite and required
Walker’s brothers to stand in for a few scenes
in order for the film to be completed. That
being said, incredible CGI, the use ofcareful
camera angles, and the usage of old footage
made it nearly impossible to tell the difference
from scenes Walker may or may not have
actually appeared in. For a franchise where
nearly every character seems superhuman,
Walker’s death inadvertently gives the film
real tension. It’s hard not to be on the edge of
my seat every time Walker was in an action
sequence thinking, is this it?
Around a week before the film’s release,
Vin Diesel stated “[Furious 7] will probably
win best picture at the Oscars.” In many
ways, Furious 7 is almost a perfect mindless
summer blockbuster. It has great action,
great visuals, and great performances. The
plot is good enough, though not quite up to
the standards to the franchise’s previous two
installments. Needless to say, for a mindless
summer blockbuster, this film was highly
entertaining and it gets extremely emotional
when Walker’s send off does occur. This may
not be the best film in the franchise, but it’s
still extremely fun, and a fitting goodbye to
Paul Walker. ¦

WEEKEND GROSS

WEEKS IN RELEASE

1. FURIOUS 7

60.6

2

2. HOME

19.0

3

3. THE LONGEST RIDE

13.5

1

4. GET HARD

8.6

3

5. CINDERELLA

7.2

5

6. INSURGENT

6.9

4

7. WOMAN IN GOLD

5.8

2

8. IT FOLLOWS

2.0

5

9. DANNY COLLINS

1.6

4

10. WHILE WE’RE YOUNG

1.4

3
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BESTSELLERS OF HARDCOVER FICTION
1. THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN
Paula Hawkins
2.THE SHADOWS
J.R. Ward
3. THE STRANGER
Harlan Coben
4. ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT
SEE
Anthony Doerr
5. THE PATRIOT THREAT
Steve Berry

6. ATTHE WATER’S EDGE
Sara Gruen
7. A SPOOL OF BLUE THREAD
Anne Tyler
8. THE NIGHTINGALE
Kristin Hannah
9. THE BURIED GIANT
Kazuo Ishiguro
10. NYPD RED 3
James Patterson &
Marshall Karp
SOURCE: New York Times

‘It Follows reminds audience of the haunting quality of reality
’

CALEB

GRIEGO

Great horror films take the most normal situations and make them terrifying.
Daylight is no consequence for the beasts
that roam not in the literal shadows, but
in the psyche of viewers. A simple walk
down the street is complicated by what
we’ve seen in darkly lit theaters and basements. The eerie feeling that someone,
something, is watching you, following
you is a thought we have all had. Unlike
our movie counterparts, we come away
unscathed —but not without giving a little
credence to our fears with a casual glance
over the shoulder.
In new films like ItFollows, such
fears come to fruition as the film makes
a monster who manifests those those
real terrors. This is what ItFollows does
so well—that kind of uneasiness is given
a face, at least for the audience who can
see it. On numerous occasions throughout the film, characters are met at the
crossroads of those who can see and those
who cannot. In class, our main character
Jay glances outside the window and her
glance is met by a mysterious woman,

walking with an unsettling gait in her direction. As Jay scans left and right, no one
else seems to notice. Sitting in the grass
behind his house, Hugh formulates a plan
to help Jay evade the monster. As he gazes
into the distance, a figure approaches with
an all too similar walk. Frantically asking,
“You guys see that girlright there, right?”
is followed by a resounding and relieving
“Yes.” Regardless of whether the characters
fears are well founded, their emotions are
captured in their eyes. A genuine fear.
It Follows plays on just that special,
elemental kind of fear. Real fear. A fear of
something in ourselves. As the plot of the
film indicates, the monster only becomes
real when the victim is “infected” by
another person. Until then, the monster
remains invisible, or for all intents and
purposes, nonexistent. Something in
the victim connects it to this being and
allows for the slow cat and mouse game
to ensue. Why is it drawn to you? What is
inside you?
Many other horror films deal with this
idea of a monster inside. The Thing in
John Carpenter’s classic The Thing takes
the form of and mimics those you would
call friends. It asks who can you trust?

Freddy Kruger’s cruel intentions only
become a credible threat when his victims
become vulnerable inside their heads —in
their dreams. Are you safe even in your
own mind? These kinds of films get at the
heart of what horror is all about, often in
creative fashion on screen. At their heart,
they beg these fundamental questions, an
internal dialogue, scarier than any chainsaw toting maniac.
As moviegoers, we know how to
respond to these situations. Do not look
under the bed. Do not yell, “Is anybody
home?” in the abandoned mansion. And
on a general note, follow the enumerated
steps in Scream to ensure survival. Opportunities that warrant the use of such
rules rarely present themselves. More
often than not, we are left sitting on the
train, in our room reading a book, home
alone left with our own thoughts—the
naissance of the scariest things on the
planet. The things that frighten us the
most are the things that are of a higher
likelihood to happen. The impending
doom of the Sharknado seems trivialized
in comparison to your phone running out
of charge. The idea of getting sucked into
your TV is not a credible threat when you

PHOTO COURTESYOF NORTHERN LIGHTS FILMS

The recent horror flick, ‘lt Follows,’ calls back to the classic form of the horror monster.
cannot shake the feeling that you forgot to

do something that you cannot quite put
your finger on. When horror really begins
to disturb us, we see ourselves in those
characters and say, “I’ve done that before”
or more commonly “I’ve felt that before.”
The scariest things are the ones we experience all the time. Though we may not
meet an untimely demise, we still hesitate
to reach into the backseat of our dark car.
Though it may simply be all in our heads,
the horrors dwelling in the recesses of our
minds prove to have much more lasting

impacts on us than anything we may see
on screen. When done right, horror asks
us to glance not behind us but in some
way within us. What are you afraid of?
Something in you? Something in all of us?

As director and screenwriter John
Carpenter once said, “To make Micheal
Myers frightening, I had him walk like a
man, not a monster.”

Caleb Griego is a staff columnistfor The
Heights. He can be reached at arts@
bcheights.com.
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Impersonations and improv games come to life with CCE
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CCE celebrates its senior performers with improv games, like ‘Pan Left, Pan Right,’ ‘The Nth Word,’ and ‘The Line Game.’ Sara Daley, Chris Aguiar, and Zander Weiss, all A&S ’l5, were among the hilarious ensemble.

8

From CCE, from B

’l5, would interject herself into a scene
perfectly when it was getting a bit
repetitive. Chris Aguiar, A&S 'l5, has
an outstanding range of impersonations
and voices that he could whip out in
any scene and his quick wit kept these

scenes running really smoothly. Zander
Weiss, A&S ’l5, stole the spotlight in
every scene he was in. Especially with
“The Line Game,” Weiss could return
several hilarious lines for each scenario

thrown at him.
The closer of the show “The Line
Game” was the best moment of the whole

program. All the CCE seniors gathered
on stage and each member would finish
the sentence, “Sex with me is like ...” with
whatever the audience gave them to work
off of and a closer. Some great lines like,
“Sex with me is like math: I’ll do it on a
desk, not finish, and be sad,” and, “Sex
with me is like cannibalism: it starts with

the toes,” left the audience crying and
cringing in laughter. The CCE could have
made this game its entire show and it
would have been just as entertaining.
“Let’s Get Retired In Here” did a
wonderful job of commemorating the
outgoing senior class. All senior CCE
members were given individual time to

show what they contributed to the group
and the its camaraderie was especially
evident to the audience. These seniors
recognized the significance of this
specialized showcase and really took
advantage of the time they had to display
both their collective and individual
comic talent. ¦

‘The Beethoven Project’ arrives in Gasson 100
as one would expect, the piece got more
interesting as it progressed.

This brings us to Beethoven’s “Archduke,”
an interesting piece on several fronts. The
great composer wrote it in what most
scholars refer to as his middle years
between 1810 and 1811 in Vienna in the
few yearsafter Napoleon’s invasion in 1805.
The piece, somewhat ironically, is what

The piano is what tied the piece together.
At times, the strings would break apart, but
the piano would always try to bring its
companions back into the flow. On the
cello, Grady mixed things up later in the
first section when she plucked and tapped
her instrument. The smooth, cohesive
nature of the piece began to break down.
Aylward was an expressive figure on the
piano. He served the role as both pianist
and conductor. Like a conductor, he keyed
the audience in on the piece’s playful,
dramatic, or even romantic moments with
looks back at his wind ensemble. It was by
far the most visually striking part of the
concert —Aylward bobbing and nodding as
his hands race across the keyboard.

8
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Yusnaby Perez shows daily
life in Cuba through photo
From Cuba, from B 8
from portraits of the country’s people,
streets, or buildings, to the organic
scenery that one sees every day in the
cities. All of the photographs are very
saturated with color, which adds a graphic
depth to much of the exhibit.
Perez’s focus on daily life and his
attempt to thread a story behind the
photos is something that is becoming
more popular on the Internet. Humans
of New York, run by Andrew Stanton, is
an example of a photographer featuring
the lives of people in a city. Similar to
Stanton’s work, Perez’s photos effortlessly
demonstrate the hardships that people in
Cuba face.
People of all ages are featured in
the photographs. The streets and living
conditions of Cuba clearly appear to be
run down. Houses look like they could
collapse at anytime. Streets are poorly
paved. People are shown as victims of
overpopulation.The inherent and visceral
struggle of the poor is one of the exhibits’
most striking and important aspects. The
faces of the citizens display the hardships

of not having enough money for food or
for their children, and the struggles of
living in a communist country.
While Perez often highlights the
struggle in Cuba, he does hint at the
hope that exists in these communities
as well. Perez sets scenes of hardships,
but within those scenes is often a bright,
unadulterated smile.
It was not until Perez first leftCuba on
a trip to Switzerland that he discovered
what true freedom was like. With the
help of photographers like Perez, students
can view the harsh and difficult reality
that many people in different countries
face without actually stepping into that
specific country.
Now that U.S. citizens can travel
freely to Cuba, there will be a natural
influx of tourists that visit the island.
Though it may be hard on visitors to see
the struggles that Cubans face, there is
a lot of beauty that Cuba can offer. By
having more photographers like Perez
feature the realities of different countries,
people can become more aware of and
begin to fix problems that exist in places
like Cuba. ¦
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Perez depicts both scenes of hardship and hope, focusing on living conditions in Cuba.
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Boston CollegeChamber Music Society brought Beethoven and chamber music to life in Gasson, focusing on piano, violin, and cello.

Death of theKillers: decline ofthe Vegas rock band
From Killers, from B

8
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many consider a bit of “happy” Beethoven.
The piece doesn’t brood as much as float
between its four movements.
The piece as a whole often captured the
interaction between the piano, the violin,
and the cello. The piano glided its way
into the piece before the violin and cello
came in. In the first of the four parts of the
piece, the piano moved together seamlessly
though with sporadic bits of battle. But

The second section could havebeen the
soundtrack to a dramatic car chase, with the
violin and cello cutting in and out as the
piano moved steadily along. You could feel
the piece was building to something. You
could start to feel an epic scope to a piece
meant merely for the chamber. In the last
section, the violin seemed like it was crying
about something, like the cello sneaking out
in the middle of the night.
At several different points near the
finale, it seemed as if the piece was going
to end decisively, before moving back into
a few playful sequences. But eventually,
after a couple sequences best described as
“ditties,” the movements of the violin and
cello descending and rising over each other
rolled under thebars of the piano again for
a little finale. ¦

unfocused and vocals-driven album yet.
With baffling lyrics like “Are we human or
are we dancer,” and sweeping, ham-handed
metaphors like “Neon Tiger,” the album
was weird and catchy enough to work as an
art piece—oh, wait. “No, it’s about a tiger,”
Flowers told Time Out Chicago. “I’m not an
animal-rights activist, but I was trying to feel
what it must be like to be Siegfried and Roy’s
white tigers.” Okay, so even though “Neon
Tiger” is actually about a tiger, Day and Age
still held up as a dancey album, albeit as a
total departurefrom the Hot Fuss sound.
It was disconcerting, however, to see the
Killers depart so drastically from their hardguitaredge and Coruscant bar synths. As
seen in the TOC interview, fault lines were
spreading throughout the band:
Interviewer: “Your lead-singer peers,
Paul Banks of Interpol and Julian Casablancas of the Strokes, both have solo albums out
this fall. Have you considered it?”
Brandon Flowers: “When things get
really dark in the band. When the arguments
get rowdy enough.”
In 2010, The Killers went on hiatus, and
Flowers released Flamingo, his first solo al-

bum. I remember eagerly anticipating it, still
an adamant Flowers disciple at the time. It
was one of the worst albums I’d ever heard,
and I realized that it was Flowers’ obsession
with sweeping synths, cliches, and his desire
to drive a track with his own vocals was the
force destroying The Killers.
“Killers, please come back,” wrote Consequence of Sound, giving the album an F.
In 2012, The Killers came back with
Battle Bom, a worthless travesty of an album
they seemed embarrassed to play live. I saw
the band’s summer tour twice and across
two shows it played a combined six songs off
the album it was supposed to be marketing. Listen to the record and it’s easy to
understand why. “Miss Atomic Bomb” is a
floundering, structurelesscliched version of
“A Dustland Fairytale” with more whining
and less Friday-Night-Lights- Tim Rigginsish charm. “Prize Fighter” sounds like it was
produced in Garageßand and written by a
someone deeply inspired by “We Didn’t Start
The Fire”: “She’s a famous architect / Like
Frank Lloyd Wright.” I too, enjoycomparing
women I love to 20th century architects.
More so on Battle Bom than any
other album, Flowers’ voice takes a front
seat, leaving his bandmates floating in the

background. The title track is the song
Bruce Springsteen would write if he was
a robot programmed to write bad songs
about American disillusionment—“To the
redwood sky / The season may pass / But the
dream doesn’t die” —are you freakin kidding
me, Killers? Maybe the worst part is that the
best song, “Runaways,” was a leftover track
that couldn’t fit on Sam’s Town.
Three years have passed and there’s
no whispers of anewKillers album. As it
stands, The Killers have one of the greatest
hits collection of the last 15 years. There’s no
reason for them to continue sullying their
legacy, The Killers need to stay dead.
Flowers released “Can’t Deny My Love”
this March, the lead single off his second
solo album, The Desired Effect. “Can’t Deny
My Love” sounds like the rabid, brooding
diary entry of a creepy ex lover played over a
cheap, pounding dance track.
“When you close your eyes, tell me what
you see / Locked up in your room is there
any room for me?” Flowers asks.
Sorry Flowers, no more vacancies.

ConnorMellas is a senior staff columnistfor
The Heights. He can be reached at arts@
bcheights.com
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‘Let’s Get Retired’ celebrates CCE seniors
“Sex with me is like graduation
it’s coming, it’s coming!” one of
the seniors on the Committee
for Creative Enactments (CCE)
shouted during a segment of “The
Line Game” toward the end of
this weekend’s performance. The
CCE held its showcase, “Let’s Get
Retired in Here,” starring and
honoring its senior members last
Friday in Fulton 511. In one of their
last performances, the seniors left
everything on the stage, displaying a
collective ingenuity and comic sense
emblematic of the CCE’s cumulative
and impressive talent.
While there were a couple improv
games that failed to captivate the
audience at first, the seniors turned
—

the few lackluster beginnings into
some of the best moments of the
entire performance. When one
member struggled, his or her partner
did an excellent job of keeping
the scene going. Having worked
together for a couple of years now,
the seniors know which pairs work
best together and which don’t. The
groups for each game were wisely
assembled and allowed the group
dynamic to shine through in the
various scenes.
Although almost every game
had at least one or two hilarious
moments, a few of the games went
on a little too long and lost some of
their appeal. There was one game in
particular, where audience members
wrote down words or phrases that
the CCE members would have to
integrate into their dialogue, that

went on entirely too long. For one

game, a few audience members
must have written “Up my bum” on
at least 10 or 15 of the cards and
the phrase incessantly popped up
throughout the scene. It was funny
to hear the first couple of times
they said it, but it quickly wore out
its welcome. The performers even
started interjecting the phrase
even when it wasn’t on a card and
the audience started disregarding
attempts at the running gag. A few
games went on in this manner and
it would have been nicer if the CCE
had ended the scene before the jokes
got old.
There were a couple games
that stood out as the highlights of
the show. “Nth Word,” where the
audience got to decide how many
words each member in the scene

can use at a time, featured Sister
Mary Joseph and her fellow nuns
worshipping God in a very peculiar
manner. “Two-Line Vocab” —which
limited two members of a trio to
two lines of dialogue chosen by the

audience had Mario and Luigi
making a pizza with their flustered
third brother. A few of the rotations
in “Pan Left, Pan Right” brought on
a huge amount of laughter from the
crowd as well. These scenes made
for some of the more impressive
and dynamic moments in the show
and were rarely marred by silence or
repetitiveness.

The CCE is made up of a
dynamic and well-rounded group
of comedians, but a few members
truly stood out. Sara Daley, A&S

See CCE, B

7

BY CHRIS FULLER
Assoc. Arts S3 Review Editor

Brandon Flowersfound guilty in the greatfall of theKillers
NELLAS

Three lonely G notes pierce the darkness

of Madison Square Garden. They hang over
the arena like fading heartbeats, just three
little pushes of a piano key. But everybody
knows exactly what they mean. The lonely,
hollow synth grows,bringing in gospel
chords and Brandon Flower’s new-age croon
(“When there’s no where else to run / Is
there room for one more son?”). The piano
cuts past the synth, the organ envelops
everything, and Flowers, wearing a black

leather jacket decorated with giant feathers,
continues (“If you can’t hold on / If you can’t
hold on / Hold onnnnnn”). The drum kicks,
the lights ignite, and the Garden goes crazy
for The Killers’ anthem.
It’s been six years since that performance
at MSG, and somewhere along the way, The
Killers lost their edge and became another
confused, crap band. First, a brief, unauthorized history. The Killers exploded out of
Las Vegas and onto radio top 40s across the
country around 2004 with the release of Hot
Fuss, and magnificent single “Mr. Brightside.”
People thought they were English. They

were obsessed with an ’Bos British vibe, but
pulled it offby exploring a dystopian, darkish tone and selling it all with an unironic
earnestness. Flowers, the lead vocalist and

piano player, formed the band with guitar

player Dave Keunig, and the duo linked up
with drummer Ronnie Vannucci Jr. and bass
player Mark Stoemer. Hot Fuss went No. 1 in
the UK, reached No. 7 on the US Billboard
200, and my middle school classmates and I
remained deeply confused about the lyrics
of “Somebody Told Me.” The Killers were off
and running.
The release ofSam’s Town, the group’s

sophomore album, made one thing very
clear—Flowers was controlling the show,
guiding the band according to the pull of his
influences. Headlined by “When You Were
Young,” Sam’s Town proved to be an excellent album and another big hit domestically
and internationally, maybe because it sounded like a Bruce Springsteen record. Flowers
admitted The Boss’ massive influence on the
album in interviews at the time.
Two years later, The Killers followed
up with Day and Age, their most abstract,

See Killers, B

7

CONNOR

Gasson rings with Beethoven
BY RYAN DOWD
Arts S3 Review Editor

at times soothing, other times jolting, but
mostly seemed impossible to have come from

By the end of the week, most students
either want to kick back or turn up. And tunes
are an important part ofboth activities: we do
stuff to music. But last Thursday, the music
department hosted an event that put music
back at the forefront.
On

Thursday night in

Gasson

100, the

Boston College Chamber Music Society

unveiled “The Beethoven Project.” Violinist
Grace Ro, A&S 16,cellist Monica Grady, A&S
17, and pianist Alexander Aylward, A&S 17
led the modest, though contemplative crowd
through Beethoven’s “Archduke” in B-flat
major for litde under an hour. The piece was

just those three sources: piano, violin, cello.
“Archduke” is epic in its own intimate way.
Chamber music, and therefore

Beethoven’s piece, is smaller in scale than
what most listeners have in mind when
they think of classical music. Most think of
operatic or orchestral pieces, those pieces
vast and complex in craft and proposed
meaning. Chamber music is played by only
a few musicians, in what we used to think of
as a chamber, now more of a large classroom.
To usea simplistic metaphor, Chamber music
is the television to orchestra’s film.

ARTHUR BAIUN
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Seeing Cuba in a human lens

See Beethoven, B

BY EILEEN KAO
For The Heights
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Yusnaby Perez’s photo exhibitfeatures portraits and landscapes of daily life in Cuba.
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performed Beethoven’s “Archduke” in Gasson 100.

In anew exhibit on the first floor of
O’Neill Library, students can journey
to another part of the world, Through
Beyond the Postcard: The Other Side of
Cuba, lasting from April 1 to April 30,
students have the chance to explore the
reality oflife in Cuba in light of the recent
political cooling between the country and
the United States.

‘Fast 7’

‘New Girl

No longer all about the cars, Fast 7 is a world
wide, gravity defying series of set pieces, B 6

The sitcom’s latest episode straddles the line
between comedy and commentary, B 6

The exhibit features the photography
of Yusnaby Perez, who has his own blog
where he shows the lives of people in
Cuba through photographs, letters, and
op-eds. The Cuban Student Association
and Boston College libraries sponsored
the exhibit.
There are 26 photos displayed across
the walls of the small studying space. The
photographs vary in style and composition,

See Cuba, B
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Summer Lin is the Asst. Arts Es> Review
Editorfor The Heights. She can be reached
at arts@bcheights.com.
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The Committefor Creative Enactments (CCE) held a night of improv games and situations in Fulton 511 to commemorate the careers of their senior class.
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When Mindy Kaling pops up on my
television screen, often clad in jewel tones
and 5-inch stiletto heels, a few things come
to mind, Kaling is known for starring as the
bubbly office chatterbox Kelly Kapoor on
The Office—a NBC sitcom for which Kaling
herself served as a writer and co-producer.
Kaling also published her first memoir, Is
EveryoneHanging Out Without Me? in 2011
and is working on her second. She’s a standup comedian, an Ivy League graduate, and
a Bostonian, often working in references to
her hometown.
Perhaps Kaling’s biggest claim to fame
is for writing and producing her own Fox
comedy series. When Tlte Mindy Project
premiered in 2012, Kaling became the first
Asian-American woman to star in and
run her own show on broadcast television.
Kaling has been deemed a “pioneer”—a
term that she rejects. In her own words,
Kaling is, “an Indian-American woman who
is not pencil thin.” It’s a huge step forward
for racial, gender, and body representation
in a field that prioritizes the beauty standard
of thin Caucasian women. Kaling is not just
her ethnic background, however, and conflating Kaling’s Indian-American heritage to
her work reduces representation to merely
starring as a person of color on television.
If you’ve seen an episode of The Mindy
Project, you know that Kaling is nothing
like her on-screen character, Mindy Lahiri,
beyond their shared name. Mindy Lahiri
is an 08/GYN who struggles to balance
work and her personal life. Lahiri is often
chided by fans for being selfish, narcissistic,
and politically inept, yet conservative at the
same time. She has been known for saying
things like, “Who do you think you are, Rick
Santorum? Obviously not, ‘cause you’re
not hot,” and, “I’m going to hell because I
don’t really care about the environment and
I love to gossip.” Lahiri is this generation’s
Carrie Bradshaw by playing into the trope
of the anti-heroine, yet endearing herself to
audiences at the same time. Lahiri is naive,
yet egotistical—fickle, yet quick to rush into
relationships. She’s flawed in everysense of
the word, yet fans have hailed her as a figure
for female empowerment.
Lahiri was never meant to be a role
model. Unlike other voice-of-reasonprotagonists like Liz Lemon or Leslie Knope,
Lahiri is supposed to be outlandish. Kaling
crafted the character with Michael Scott
from The Office in mind. We aren’t supposed
to view Lahiri as a role model but embrace
her for her absurdities. In an NPR interview,
Kaling explains, “I don’t think anyone wants
to grow up to be Mindy Lahiri, the same
way no one wants to growup to be Michael
Scott. But that’s OK. Growup to be Mindy
Kaling, don’t growup to be Mindy Lahiri.”
There are things that male leads like
Don Draper and Barney Stinson can get
away with—such as sleeping with a different
woman every night—that female leads have
typically been denied. Criticism of TMP has
pointed to the show’s sexual themes and
Lahiri’s string ofboyfriends. Lahiri has dated
19 men over the course ofthe show—ranging from professors to Wall Street bankers.
All have been white and upper-middle class,
earning Kaling Hack for neglecting to cast
people of color.
What TMP has achieved is normalizing,
rather than stigmatizing Lahiri’s sexuality.
Rather than feeling ashamed, Lahiri finds
empowerment in her constant flings. While
Kaling is reluctant to accept her role as a
pioneer, Lahiri is a figure for positive sexual
empowerment. Mindy’s sexual agency differentiates the series from other rom-coms.
She may not be a role model, but Mindy
proves that women can be both smart and
wield sexual agency. TMP satirizes romcom cliches while combatting traditional
depictions of female sexuality. Mindy dates a
middle-aged skateboarder, and a pastorturned-DJ—all while flaunting a doctorate
from Columbia University. While Kaling
was right to discourage fans from emulating
her on-screen character, that doesn’t mean
there isn’t a thing or two we can learn from
Mindy Lahiri.
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