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College

of Arts and Sciences to be named for benefactor Morrissey

Latest gift to BC will make Boston attorney
and investor largest donor in University history
By Carolyn

Freeman

News Editor
The College of Arts and Sciences will
take on the name of an influential benefactor to become the Robert J. Morrissey
College of Arts and Sciences. Robert J.
Morrissey, BC ’6O, is an attorney and
investor in Boston, and a recent donation
will make him the largest benefactor in
the history of Boston College. Morrissey

has always donated anonymously, and
the size of his most recent gift was not
disclosed.
Morrissey, who earned an honorary
Doctor of Laws degree in 2014, served as a
University trustee from 1989 to 2014. He
has chaired the Committee on Investment
and Endowment since 1981. He received
his degree from the Harvard Law School
in 1963 and upon finishing, joined the
law firm of Withington, Cross, Park, and

Groden. Since 1990, he has been a partner

“The gift marks a major milestone

and founding member of the law firm
Morrissey, Hawkins and Lynch.
He is also chairman of the Board of Directors of Belmont Savings Bank, as well
as a member of the Harvard Law School
Dean’s Advisory Board; the Investment
Advisory Board of the Society of Jesus,
Worldwide, Vatican City; the Chairman
of the Investment Advisory Board of
the New England Jesuit Province; and a
member of the Finance Council of the
Archdiocese of Boston and chairman of
its Investment Committee. Morrissey has
five children, all of whom attended BC.

in the life of Boston College,” Provost

and Dean of Faculties David Quigley
said in an interview with the Office of
News and Public Affairs. “Henceforth,
all Boston College students will benefit
from this substantial investment in the
University.”
Morrissey joined the Board of Trustees, he said, in order to give back to his
alma mater. When he became involved
35 years ago, the University had limited
financial resources. Since then, the endowment of the University has grown
from 18 million dollars to more than 2.2

billion dollars.
“Growing those resources became
my priority, because I knew that doing so would change the lives of future
generations of Boston College students,”
he said.
This monetary gift is unrestricted,
which means that it can be used to support any area of the University. Morrissey
and University President Rev. William P.
Leahy, S.J. had several conversations regarding the gift and came to an agreement
that Morrissey would make this major

See Arts and Sciences, A8

‘ ifty Shades’
F
pulled from
BC bookstore
By

Jenn Suh

Heights

Staff

This Monday, the Boston College
Bookstore stopped selling E.L. James’
best-selling Fifty Shades of Grey trilogy
after a complaint was made requesting
the novels to be taken off the shelves.
“We don’t want to offend anybody,”
said Tina Plotegher, the assistant director
of the BC Bookstore. “We pull things off
the shelves—it’s
just this happens to be
a hot topic.”
The Bookstore has been selling the
Fifty Shades trilogy for several months,
even before the first volume in the series
was made into a movie, she said.
Universal Pictures and Focus Features
released the R-rated film in February.
The Bookstore sold out of the first volume, and only two copies of the second
and third volumes remain in stock, according to Plotegher.
The provocative romance series follows the relationship between Anastasia
Steele, a college student, and Christian
Grey, a young entrepreneur, as they begin
a passionate love affair.
The trilogy consists of Fifty Shades
of Grey, Fifty Shades Darker, and Fifty
Shades Freed. The books have sold over
100 millions copies in 52 languages.
The film adaptation broke box office
records over its opening weekend, bringing in over $B5 million worldwide. It will
be followed by two sequels, the first of
which is to be released next year.
“Since the movie [Fifty Shades], started building steam, and people were aware
of what the books were about,” she said.
After the movie’s release, students
began to email and call the BC Bookstore to complain that the trilogy was
being sold.
“They didn’t believe the University
should be promoting a book that goes
against Catholic religion,” Plotegher
said. “They weren’t complaining to pull
it. They were like, ‘Oh wow, they sell
that here.’”
But it was the most recent complaint
that actually requested the novels to be
taken off the shelves.
“The final customer complained the
other day,” she said. “It was just this
main one that was the force that took
[the books] off the shelf. The other ones
weren’t like, ‘They should come off the
shelves.’ It was more of just rumblings of
having the book.”
This final complaint regarding the
selling of the Fifty Shades series was sent
by email to the Bookstore and the University. The University emailed the BC
Bookstore to bring the outside complaint
to their attention, Plotegher said.
They decided to pull the book so that
they would not offend any customers.
The University did not request that the
book be pulled, she said. ¦

EMILY SADEGHIAN / HEIGHTS SENIOR STAFF

One million closer to a cure, and still counting
BC Relay for Life reaches
fundraising milestone
By

Arielle Cedeno

Assoc. News Editor
On one Friday night in late March, over 1,000
students, faculty, and alumni will gather in the Flynn
Recreation Complex from sunset to sunrise, to walk
in solidarity with both cancer survivors and those
whosebattle with cancer has ended. This gathering
will mark the eighth installment of Boston College’s
Relay for Life, a community fundraising event that
supports the work of the American Cancer Society—and an event that has seen significant success
on campus. In February, BC’s Relay forLife reached

the one million dollar mark in total fundraising for
the eight years since its inception, which makes it
the first university in Massachusetts and the second
in New England to do so.
At the collegiate event level, BC has remained
among the top universities across the nation in
fundraising, and is the second in New England, just
behind Northeastern University, which is ranked
third in the nation. The event last year saw 1,100
participants and raised just under $150,000 for the
American Cancer Society. For every dollar raised,
the American Cancer Society donates 72 cents to research, education, advocacy, and patient services.
The Relay for Life student committee at BC is
comprised of four event co-chairs, who oversee 10
subcommittees and a number of volunteers. This
year’s event co-chairs are Mark Maleri, CSOM T5;

Emily Hoffman, CSOM ’l5; Kristin Meehan, A&S
’l5; and Claire Ritten, LSOE ’l6. Extensive planning
for the event is done over the course of the school
year, in partnership with a representative from the
American Cancer Society—Kylie Madden, the New
England coordinator of Relay forLife—and the Volunteer Service Learning Center (VSLC).
The event co-chairs noted the importance of
previous Relay for Life committee members and
participants in helping reach the million-dollarmark
this year, as this milestone was the result of the collaborative efforts ofmany individuals and organizations since Relay for Life’s beginnings at BC.
“While it did happen in our year, it’s this huge
effort that’s been ongoing for the past seven years,

See Relay, A3

From alums,
lessons in
integration
BC grads help
shape public school

curriculum
By Carolyn

on

busing

Freeman

News Editor

DREW HOO

Tar Heels run Eagles out

/

HEIGHTS EDITOR

of ACC Tournament

Boston College’s season came to an end Wednesday at the hands of the No. 19 University of North Carolina Tar Heels in
the second round of the ACC Tournament. BC was unable to recover from a 13-point deficit at halftime. See page 810.

This year, Boston Public Schools (BPS)
has decided to implement a curriculum
that teaches students about the process to
integrate the city’s schools through a system
ofbusing. Teachers have been asked to teach
about the new curriculum, which was sent
out in February, at least once before the end
of the academic year. The instruction will be
part of the permanent curriculum beginning
next year, however, it is will not be mandatory. Rather, it is a recommended practice.
Two alumnae of the Lynch School of
Education, Kerry Dunne, LGSOE 12, and
Kavita Venkatesh, LGSOE ’O7, helped to
shape the new curriculum for the city. Venkatesh, who is scheduled to complete her
Ph.D in the Lynch School this year, is the

See Boston Public Schools, A8
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The

TOP3
THINGS TO DO ON
CAMPUS THIS WEEK

Righteousness Among Nations will take place in the
Heights Room on the upper level of Corcoran Commons Mar. 12 at 3 p.m. The
conference is sponsored by the Jewish-Christian Learning at BC and
will explore the spiritual and ethical
witness of Holocaust rescuers.

f/A

News Reviewing
Briefs
By Sophie

Heights

Dean’s letter
On Monday, the administration released a letter addressing
recent racially-charged events. The

letter discussed the University of
Oklahoma fraternity that has been
ejected from the school for a racist
song, the African American boy in
Madison, Wise, who was killed, and
the 50th anniversary of the March
on Selma.
The letter, which was written by Dean of Students Thomas
Mogan, emphasizes that racist incidents can happenon any college
campus, including Boston College’s.
“We must stand up as a community to confront racist and bigoted behaviors,” Mogan said in the
letter. “Inappropriate jokes, name
calling, ‘theme’ parties that belittle
a certain race or ethnicity-all of
these actions fall on a continuum
that, left unchecked, can escalate
into behaviors that could risk the
safety of students within our community.”
The letter went on to encourage students to reflect on these
events and to take advantage
of campus resources, like the
Dialogues on Race and Campus
of Difference workshops that are
sponsored by the Thea Bowman AHANA and Intercultural
Center. Student organizations and
residence halls will be offered the
opportunity to engage in these
programs.
“We are men and women for
others working to make this world
a more just place that is free of
racism,” Mogan said in the letter.
“Our work starts here in our own
community.”

Staff

Five professors gathered
Tuesday night to address the
changing dynamics of politics in
the Middle East. The panel discussion, hosted by BC’s Model
UN (BCMUN) brought together
Franck Salameh, Peter Krause,
Erik Owens, Charles Derber,
and Mudafer al-Ziyadi to share
their views on the history of the
Middle East and United States’
involvement in the region.
Salameh, an associate professor of near eastern studies
in the department of Slavic and
eastern languages and literature,
spoke about the novel 70,000
Assyrians by William Saroyan.
Written just after the massacre of thousands of Assyrians
in northern Iraq, the writer,
he said, wanted to shed light
on the event that was largely
forgotten.
Krause, a political science
professor, took a different approach to discussing the Middle
East. He encouraged the audience to become educated on
foreign affairs and international
relations before judging a nation
or a community based on one
event in the media. He then
posed the question of what role
United States’ should play in
the world.
There are two approachesto
foreign affairs, either deep engagement or restraint, he said.
Since World War 11, he explained, the U.S. has been implementing deep engagement.
Through this approach, the
U.S. gets better trade deals,
keeps the oil free-flowing, and
brings stability to the nation.
This tactic, however, costs a lot

|

on campus and then head to Applebees in
Cleveland circle on Thursday, Mar. 12.
Applebees will donate 15 percent of
each receipt to Appalachia Volunteers when the party redeems their
flyers between 6 and 11 p.m.

of money and gives rise to an
anti-American sentiment.
On the other hand, there is

restraint. Those who believe in
this approach see deep engagement as an opportunity for
those natives to free ride off
of the U.S. —they
do not need
to pay for protection. With the
money that the government
would save from not getting
involved in the Middle East, the
people could be afforded better
education, Krause said.
If the U.S. does not get involved, the country could be
seen as weak, and might lose
its international influence. This
could upset allies who wanted
the U.S. there, and in the long
run, might cause instability in
these regions.
Owens explained the just
war theory, which emphasizes
thinking about war in a moral
realm. It is crucial, he said, to
have a just reason to go to war,
such as protecting civilians lives
or rights, and then a just way of
fighting that war.
On the other hand, there was
Reinhold Niebuhr, a Christian
theologian who thought about
the morality of war and peace,
who did not believe that there
was any just cause to go to war,
Owens said.
The “responsibility to protect”, Owens said, is a humanitarian-based approach to war.
The theory of “responsibility
to protect” says that each state
must protect its citizens, all
states must help other states
protect their citizens, and outside nations must intervene in
a nation to protect that nation’s
citizens.

Owens presented these different approaches as viewing

war through an ethical lens and

a kind of peak of its economic

asked the audience to reflect on
how effective these approaches
have been.
Derber took a different approach in talking about the
Middle East by looking back at
its history. He talked about how
the U.S. helped overthrow the
elected Iranian official, Prime
Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh, in 1953 and placed General Fazlollah Zahedi at the head
of the state. This new leader,
Derber said, was involved in
terrorism and tortured nearly a
quarter of the population.
“This should not be heard
comfortably by any American,”
Derber said.
This, however, is just one of
many examples of U.S. involvement in foreign policy that has
made the state worse off than it
was before, Derber said. In fact,
this pattern goes back throughout history.
He said that what is so scary
is that we use moral arguments
to try to justify what we have
done, meaning that we continue
to make the same mistakes. The
U.S., he said, has deemed itself as
a “city upon a hill” that is meant
to help other people. But history
shows that the U.S. is not helping
anyone, he said.
Derber noted that this pattern will not change soon, but
that there is hope for it to change
in the future. He believes that
the next generations will be
more willing to listen to different points of view and work with
each other.
“And I think that there is a
point of exhaustion,” he said. “You
know, empires rise and they fall.
A large number of people believe
that the United States has reached

and military superpower and is
beginning to overstretch,exhaust
itself.”

An Iraqi himself, al-Ziyadi
offered a unique point of view on
the U.S. treatment of the Middle
East. He pointed out that the
Middle East as it is now is a product of a treaty between the French
and the British post-World War I.
After World War 11, he said, the
U.S. took over the region.
“It’s not a good history,” he
said. “It’s an evil history.”
Al-Ziyadi pointed to more
examples of how the U.S. gov-

supported terrorists
and dictators in the Middle East.
He spoke about Saddam Hussein who was originally a puppet
to the U.S. but hated by many
ernment

people.
He said that he believes that
much of the radicalism that has
taken root in the Middle East,
such as the group Islamic State,
is due to American intervention
in the past 50 years, specifically
the Afghanistan War.
History shows, he said, that
Iran and other nations in the
Middle East are victims of U.S.
foreign policy. He told the audience not to listen to the tainted
American media, which he called
“a weapon of mass destruction”
because it does not accurately
capture the nature of the Middle
East.
“I love American youth,” he
said. “They are very strong. And
also they will be the future not
just with the United States but to
the world. And this youth, when
they open the discussion about
important issues such as terrorism, you need to understand
that you... have a duty for your
conscious.” ¦

Celebrating 20 years at BC!

On Tuesday, President of the
United States Barack Obama re-

leased a Student Aid Bill ofRights
to outline his goals for an affordable higher education experience.
The actions directed by the Bill of
Rights will create a student feedback system for borrowers to file
complaints, make a system to help
borrowers afford their monthly
payments, and prioritize further
steps to meet the needs of students.
The memorandum is a list of directives rather than official policies.
The administration hopes that by
publicizing repayment plans, borrowers will be able to choose the
plan that best suits them.
Obama spoke yesterday at the
Georgia Institute of Technology
to unveil the memo. He acknowledged that neither he nor his wife
would be where they are today
had they not received grants and
work study programs that made it
possible for them to continue their
education.
“We’ve got to make sure that
there are those same tools for
young people, to not only get a
good education, but to make sure
they are not loaded down with
huge debt,” he said in a conference
call.
The Bill ofRights includes the
President’s vision for an affordable post-secondary education.
It declares simple values that the
administration wants everyone to
sign up for, including congressmen, college presidents, legislators,
students, and parents. Obama will
sign a presidential memorandum
to direct the Department of Education and other federal agencies to
work across the federal government in order to help borrowers
repay their loans. “We’re continuing to chip away at this problem,”
he said. “There’s no silver bullet.
We’re going to have to do things at
the federal level, at the state level,
at the university level.”

Pick up a Dining to Donate flyer at any of the dining halls

New York State assemblyman Ron Kim will speak
about the role of business in politics
and the struggles he has faced as
an elected Asian-American lawmaker. He will be in Stokes Hall
195S on Saturday, Mar. 14, from
3-5 p.m. and is hosted by AHANA.

U.S. involvement in the Middle East

Reardon

Student aid bill
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Salads-Subs Pizza
-

POLICE BLOTTER
Monday, Mar. 09
11:20 a.m.
A report was filed
regarding medical assistance provided to a BC employee who was
transported to a medical facility by
-

cruiser at Corcoran Commons.
5:56 p.m. - A report was filed regarding a larceny from a residence
at Shaw House.

03/09/15 03/10/15
-

3:18 p.m. A report was filed regarding a larceny by falsepretense at
2000 Commonwealth Avenue.
-

10:24 p.m.
A report was filed
regarding an unsecured area at
Campion Hall.
-

10:26 p.m. A report was filed regarding a traffic accident at BCPD
-

garding

a

A report was filed reproperty confiscation at

Ignacio Hall.

“A guy trying to give me

flowers at 3 A.M.
of the Duomo.”
—Christopher

“...A truck carrying

in front

a shark cage in West

Yu, A&S

Virginia.”
Suzy Gallivan,

’lB

A&S ’l6
“Strippers. I have
pictures with

“A guy in a thong on
the beach... Like a g-

them.”
—Siobhan

string.”

Source: The

Boston College

A&S ’lB

—
-

What Was The Craziest Thing You Saw During Spring Break?

Headquarters.

Tuesday, Mar. 10
3:17 p.m.

VOICES FROM THE DUSTBOWL

Police Department

Dunn,

—Olivia
'IS

Passy, A&S
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Legal attacks
Gus Merrell
Asst. News Editor

By

A3

Heights

of Nazi Law analyzed at two-day conference
displaying some of the first

Rights,

The Holocaust is most well known

was a joint creation between the
American Bar Association and the German Federal Bar, and has been shown in
over 70 cities worldwide and 12 cities
in the U.S. The panels give a detailed
glimpse into the life of each law official,
emphasizing their successes before the
laws passed in 1933, and the struggles
they faced throughout the years that
Hitler held power.
Michalczyk is also using the confer-

for the systematic persecution of Jews,

gypsies, and other minorities in Germany, while the legal attacks of Nazi
Law often go undiscussed.
Legally Blind, a two-day conference

sponsored by several groups on campus,

including the Winston Center for

Leadership and Ethics and the Jewish
Studies program, brought together five
panels to discuss the effects that the
Nazi Laws had on civil laws, race, and
religion within Germany and Western

ence to

Europe.
The conference examined three

areas of life that were impacted by the
promulgation of Nazi Laws. Tuesday’s
panels focused on the impacts the
Nuremberg Laws had on Jews in both
Germany and France.
The panels on Wednesday examined
the effect Nazi Laws had on medical
and religious policies within the Third
Reich, and took a closer look at the
Nuremberg trials that convicted many
prominent leaders within Nazi Germany for war crimes committed beginning in 1933.
The event also featured a concert of
Jewish music Tuesday night with performances by vocalist Monika Krajewska
and pianist Natasha Ulyanovsky.
“Once the law was kicked out, the
new totalitarian system moved into
place,” said John Michalczyk, the director of film studies and co-director
of Jewish studies at Boston College.
“This conference is starting at that
point and ending with the Nuremberg
Trials where everything that happened
during the 12-year period was subject
to the law.”
In March 1933, a law was enacted
that revoked the access to the court
system of Jewish judges, prosecutors,
and attorneys. Scholars often raise the
question of why non-Jewish lawyers did
nothing about this legal injustice, yet

Jewish law-

yers and judges excluded from the legal
system. The display, Lawyers Without

ARTHUR BAIUN

/
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The conference discussed three areas of life that were changed by the Nazi Laws, including effects on medicine and religion.
there is no real answer.
All that can be said is that the exclusion of Jewish lawyers and judges allowed the Third Reich to receive judicial
rulings in accordance to Hitler’s ideologies, Michalczyk said. Always under the
pretense of protecting the state, the

Third Reich implemented legislation
that consolidated Hitler’s powers, legislation that was always found legally
acceptable by the courts.
“Hitler and the Third Reich basically
abandoned constitutional law from the
earlier Weimar Republic, and moved in

measures that basicallywere emergency
measures that lasted forever just about,

and those are the ones that brought a
control of the population,” Michalczyk
said.
A visually prominent portion of
the conference was a series of posters

bring together scholars from

the U.S., Israel, France, and Germany
to help write a book and produce a
documentary centered on the topics
discussed at the conference. Each expert will be have a 30-minute interview
that will be cut into the documentary
and they will each be asked to write
a portion of the book which will then
be edited by Michalczyk and Rev. Ray
Helmick, S.J.
The conference did not focus solely
on the historical aspects of the Hitler’s
totalitarian rule. Though the U.S. might
condemn Hitler’s regime, it is not
completely without fault, according to
Michalczyk. After Sept. 11 there was a
rise of what some called “new anti-semitism,” but instead of the persecution of
Jews, they believe the focus was pushed
to Arabs and Muslims.
“Our hands are not clear either
because the CIA has used torture, and
did not respect the dignity and the
personhood of an individual,” Michalczyk said.
BC has a reputation as an institution conscious of social justice, which
is why Michalczyk pushed to organize
the conference.
In order to properly educate the
public about the ethical consequences
of racial or social persecution and prevent its occurrence in the future, it’s
necessary to examine the past and apply
the findings to the present, Michalczyk
said. ¦

Saudi Arabia leaders seek to improve, says former ambassador
By

YolandaBustillo

Heights Staff
The Islamic Civilization and Societies
Program and The East European Studies
Program continued their Lecture Series
with featured guest Ford M. Fraker, former U.S. smbassador to Saudi Arabia.
Currently, Fraker serves as the president
of the Middle East Policy Council, a
non-profit organization that analyzes
all issues that affect U.S. interests in the
Middle East.
Fraker’s talk, “Saudi Leadership
Transition: Opportunities and Challenges,” discussed Saudi Arabian international relations, royal leadership, and
current events. Fraker discussed the
recent passing of Abdullah bin Abdulaziz al Saud, who died on Jan. 23, 2015.
His successor, Salman bin Abdulaziz al
Saud, was crowned as new king that same
day. In addition, Muqrin bin Abdulaziz
became Crown Prince while Muhammad
bin Nayefbecame Deputy Crown Prince.
The speedy transition speaksto the nature
of the Saudi Arabian government and
hereditary line of rule, Fraker said.
Within that first week, King Salman
issued 30 royal decrees, reconfiguring the

administration of Saudi Arabia. Much of
his legislation influenced major points of
interest such as the role of women, education, and religion.
Historically, women have not often
had the rights to enter into the educational sphere in Saudi Arabia. King Abdullah,
however, chose to reform legislation
regarding women’s rights, he said.
“When he was first crowned in 2005,
King Salman appointed the first woman
minister ever of Saudi Arabia,” Fraker
said. “When he first came in 2005,
women could have two jobs: nurses or
teachers. Now, women in Saudi Arabia
can be bankers, lawyers, doctors, etc.
He also appointed thirty women to
the Consultative Assembly of Saudi
Arabia.”
The Consultative Assembly of Saudi
Arabia is the formal advisory body that
review, debate and pass on every single
piece of legislation that is passed into
law. Cynics argue that all members of
the Saudi Consultative Assembly are
appointed—however, the appointed
parliament has more American individuals with MBAs and PhD’s than there
are in both houses of U.S. Congress.
These educated individuals served as

King Abdullah’s think tank.
King Abdullah’s progressive decrees

also improved education. Today, approximately 70 percent of students at
Saudi Arabian universities are female,
demonstrating how effective women’s
rights legislation had been in previous
years, Fraker said.
King Abdullah even formulated the
King Abdullah Scholarship Program,
which offers educational opportunities
for both men and women students who
wish to pursue degrees. Additionally,
King Abdullah is known for his educational initiatives because ofself-named
co-educational research university, he
said.
“Probably the event that most people
attach to King Abdullah on the education sphere is his creation of the King
Abdullah University of Science and
Technology, which is a graduate school
and he insisted that it be fully co-ed,”
Fraker said. “This was a revolutionary
notion in Saudi Arabia. One of the clerics who opposed this was literally fired
five hours later, which was an indication as to how strongly the king felt
about this.”
The choice to fire a critic of his

education decree demonstrated King
Abdullah’s power with the people. In
addition, he felt comfortable enough to
push back the Saudi Arabian religious
institutions in the name of educational
reform, which revealed how important
the topic was to the king.
King Abdullah pushed for peace, as
seen in his 2002 Arab Peace Initiative,
which was an attempt to end the ArabIsrael conflict.
“U.S. President Barack Obama and
Secretary of State have been known to
look at this initiative as a blueprint regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and how it should be solved,” Fraker
said.
Although King Abdullah was a strong
proponent for education reform, he also
wanted to transform the religious environment. In 2007, he met with Pope
Benedict XVI in a meeting that had been
expected to last 10 minutes but actually
went over an hour, he said.
“The interfaith dialogues initiative was an issue very close to King
Abdullah’s heart, which was rooted
in his meeting with the Pope,” Fraker
said. “It did not really matter whose god
they believed in, but the world would

be

a better place if people believed in

a god.”

The interfaith dialogue initiative
served as a way to bring together people
of all differentbeliefs and backgrounds.
Instead of promoting one theology over
another, the dialogue initiative was
meant to implement understanding
between different groups of people to
increase acceptance.
Succeeding the death ofKing Abdullah, King Salman came to power and
is widely known for his dedication to
Saudi tribes and his disciplinarian personality. As governor of Riyadh for 50
years, King Salman had learned to be a
decisive leader. His appointed Crown
Prince Muqrin and Deputy Crown
Prince Muhammad both speak English
and are known for their hard work and
determination, Fraker said.
“The regime has continued to stay
secure because they have spent the
duration of their regime improving and
observing the Saudi people,” Fraker said.
“After watching the downfall of many
other forms of government, the A1 Saud
family has learned and improved and
hopes to continue to do so for the sake of
the Saudi people.” ¦

BC Relay For Life raises record high cumulative funds for ACS
Relay, from A1
which is cool because it speaks back
to the community,” Maleri said. “Everyone —no matter who donated even a single
dollar in the past seven years—was a part
of that.”
Each year, there is a significant number
of returning participants in the event, as
the organization has established relationships with students, faculty, alumni, and
businesses who continue to support the
event.

“Having voices supporting Relay at
all different levels has been really helpful
because it’s no longer just for students,
and it’s never been that way,” Hoffman said.
“While it is a collegiate Relay, it’s really a
community event.”
Following the momentum of reaching
the million-dollar mark, Relay for Life has
seen a significant growth in participation
and involvement, as the amount of teams

currently registered for the event has already surpassed last year’s number. This
year’s installment has seenrenewed participation from the. athletic department, club
sports teams, alumni, and a larger faculty
and staffpresence than years prior.
“The Boston College community has
not only the students, but
also the faculty, staff, and greater commu-

really rallied

nity to join us in the fight against cancer,”
Madden said. “We just really have a great
group of students that are committed to
the cause.”
The event features numerous speakers
and performances. Following the opening
ceremony, cancer survivors walk around
the track in a victorious “survivor lap,” followed by a “caregiver lap” that recognizes
the work that caregivers have done for
cancer patients. The event culminates in
the “Luminaria Ceremony,” which honors
loved ones who have passedand encourages those currently fighting the disease with
the lighting of Luminaria bags or candles.

Individual and team walking is observed
throughout the night, and the event closes
with the “Fight Back Ceremony,” in which
participants take one final lap and pledge
to take action in the fight against cancer.
“It’s really special to see so many students, faculty, and staff come together
on one night—on
a Friday night—to
do
all they can to celebrate our survivors,
remember those that have passed away,
and then fight back against cancer,” said
Madden.
Hoffman noted the importance of
participants staying for the duration of
the event, as the event’s structure over the
course of the twelve hours is intended to
mirror the journey of a cancer patient from
diagnosis to remission.
“The timing of it is verypurposeful—it
starts at sunset to symbolize the receiving
of a diagnosis, and when it ends in the
a symbol of
morning at sunrise—that’s
hope for an end to treatment and a positiveremission,” Hoffman said. “To get the

impact from the event and for it to be
really helpful
to see and experience that from darkness
to light.”
most

as powerful as it can be, it’s

At this year’s event, there will be a total
of 12 performances to provide entertainment at every hour of the ceremony in
order to energize and revitalize the participants throughout the night.
The committee hopes to raise $175,000
for the American Cancer Society this year,
andreach 1,5000 participants at the event,
said Ritten in an email.
As support for Relayfor Life continues
to grow, the committee hopes to see greater student participation in other programs
that the American Cancer Society hosts
beyond just the Relay for Life event. Maleri
noted the opportunity for BC students to
serve locally in the AstraZeneca Hope
Lodge Center located in Jamaica Plains—a
facility run by the American Cancer Society that provides free housing for cancer
patients near the hospital.

“I think it would be really cool to
get people involved in some of the other

programs and services that the American
Cancer Society does,” Meehan said. “That’s

something that we can push for so that
people see the correlation between what
they’re doing and how it’s helping.”
Students are still able to register online
for this

year’s Relay for Life

event, which

will take place in the Flynn Recwreation
Complex, beginning on March 20 at 6 p.m.
and concluding on March 21 at 6 a.m.
“BC students continue to amaze us with
their commitment to addressing societal
challenges,” said University Spokesperson
Jack Dunn in an email. “This commitment
manifests itself in so many ways, including
volunteerism, community service and, most
recently, in the impressive accomplishment
of having raised $1 million for the American Cancer Society through the Relay for
Life. We applaud their generosity of gift
and spirit in their efforts to help defeat
cancer.” ¦
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The

of Taste of Iceland festival returns to city for ninth year

growing old

Gus Merrell
Both ofmy grandparents are 86 years
old and fit in very well on Sanibel Island,
Fla., where the median age is just a little
over 60. But after spending a week with
my grandparents over spring break, I can
definitively say that I am absolutely terrified
of growing old.
The elderly (i.e. my grandparents)
do everything at a snail’s pace—walking,
talking, eating, cooking—you name it.
Don’t even get me started on my grandpa’s
driving. One time he pulled out of a movie
theater parking lot into the opposing lane
and didn’t realize it until I pointed out that
minor detail (luckily, there was nooncoming traffic).
I don’t get to see my grandparents very
often and Boston—like other big cities—is
a sort of bubble of youth. When you go into
the city and walk around, veryrarely do you
end up mingling with elderly people.
According to the 2010 U.S. Census,
10.1 percent of Boston’s population is over
the age of 65 (13.8 percent statewide), as
compared to 12.1 percent in New York City
(13.5 percent statewide), 14.2 percent in
San Francisco (12.5 percent statewide), 10.3
percent in Chicago (12.5 percent statewide), and 11.4 percent in D.C.
Compare those figures to the 14.1
percent of the U.S. population that is over
65, as of the 2013 Census, and a sharp
distinction is apparent. I’m not going to go
through and list every single metropolis in
the U.S., but the trend is fairly clear and not
altogether unsurprising: major cities are
likely to have a lower number of residents
over the age of 65 than the national average.
In Boston, that number is significantly
lower.
Perhaps it is due in part to the number
of universities located in Greater Boston.
Perhaps it is due in part to the strong
startup environment that lures recent grads
from across the country to set up shop in
the city. Perhaps it is nothing more than a
coincidence since firms generallyemploying middle-aged people who live in the city.
Whatever the reason, Boston is a city
that thrives on the youth of Generation Y.
For all the complaints that Boston gets for
not doing more to enable a qualitynightlife
scene (MBTA, I’m talking to you), the city’s
strengths lie in the opportunities it provides
for the younger generations.
The difference between 10 and 14
percent isn’t all that significant when you
think about it. And the demographics of all
big cities are all relatively similar —despite
Boston having less old people than New
York as a percentage ofpopulation, they’re
not really that different.
The charm of Boston and its big city life
is the hustle and bustle of everyday activities. It is the ability to act on an idea that
pops into your head and the willingness of
others to go along with your plan, even if
it’s a little crazy.
When you grow old, this slows to a
meandering crawl. My grandparents don’t
see their friends as often because it’s difficult for them to get around, so they get
lonely very easily. They can’t travel as much
as they’d like, and they certainly wouldn’t
be able to go into the city on the spur of the
moment.

The redeeming quality that I see in
my grandparents—even as their physical
prowess declines—is that they are fiercely

independent. Even with a 19-year-old at
their disposal, they never asked me to
do anything they didn’t think they were
capable of doing, even if it was difficult for
them. I practically had to beg to help them

By

Rebecca Morreti

Heights Staff
Taste of Iceland is returning to Boston
this week for its annual five-day festival,
which offers Bostonians a chance to learn
more about Icelandic food and culture
from March 12 to March 16. This will be
the festival’s ninth year in Boston, building
off continued success in cities all around
the world.
“The festival has four different events,
centered around different cultural components,” said Kristjana Ros Gudjohnsen,
the primary organizer for Taste of Iceland
in Boston. “These consist of food, music,
film, and dialogue. All the events are free of
charge, except for the restaurant event.”
For this particular event, the Tavern
Road restaurant in Boston’s Fort Point
neighborhood is entertaining a special
Icelandic menu with food shipped in fresh
from Iceland. The menu, prepared by

Icelandic chef Viktor Orn Andresson, will
be offered from Friday to Monday at the
Tavern Road for the price of $65. Included
in the four-course menu are Icelandic Cod
and Icelandic Free-Range Lamb. According to organizers, this event is filling up
quickly but there are still some spaces left
upon reservation.
Also part of Taste of Iceland is the
Reykjavik Calling concert, which will take
place at The Middle East in Cambridge this
Saturday night. Organizers always pick two
local bands to play alongside two Icelandic
bands, said Gudjohnsen. This year, the
up-and-coming Icelandic band Kaleo will
headline alongside Icelandic solo artist
Beebee and the bluebirds. Boston-based
bands, Love in Stockholm and George
Night with Pablo Palooza, will also play.
Doors open at 8 p.m. and the show starts at
9 p.m. The event is open for anyone 18 and
over, and admits guests on a first-come,
first-served basis.

By Pasquale DiFillipo

Heights Staff
Retrieving packages can often seem like
an inconvenient task, especially if one is not

able to pick them up during specific mail
center hours or is forced to travel across a
college campus during treacherous weather
conditions.
Local startup Package Concierge Inc.
is working to solve these problems. The
company sells modern steel locker systems
to property managers where carriers such
as UPS and USPS can seamlessly deliver
tenants’ packages and ensure that they are
secure for pickup.
CEO Georgianna Oliver sees plenty of
opportunity for her systems not only in urban
apartment complexes, but also in university
residence halls. Oliver has plenty of experience in the housing technology industry
and was formerly an executive consultant
with RealPage, Inc., a property management
software corporation. “Since I was in my 20s,
I started working in property management
and ran a property management companyfor
about 5,000 apartments,” she said.
Package Concierge sells five different
types of systems to property owners and
universities depending on the size of their
real estate ranging from $lB,OOO to $30,000
per locker system. In addition to the secure
locker modules, the system includes a kiosk in
which carriers scan the barcodeon the package. Next, a locker door will open where the
carrier will put the package in the locker and
close the secure door. This software portion
of the locker system is subscription-based
and paid by the property owner. “On average,
a 200 unit apartment receives over 40 packages a day, and this system is a massive time
saver for property owners,” Oliver said.
At any given moment in the United States,
about 30 percent ofapartment complexesare

under rehab—during that process ownersare
more likely to want to buy an amenity or an
asset to add to the property, Oliver said. This
is beneficial to PackageConcierge because according to the National Multifamily Housing
Council (NMHC), the package deliveryroom
is the second most important amenity to tenants, just behind the fitness center.
Following delivery, residents will receive
a text message notification that their package has arrived. Residents then go to the
kiosk, scan their keycard, and enter their
PIN number to access their secure packages
24/7. Tenants do not pay for this amenity,
however, and property managers cover the
cost in order to save time to focus on furthering their property and tenants’ experience.
Complex owners can also implement fees
to generate additional revenue to offset the
locker system’s operating costs.
Package Concierge has installed its systems at UConn, Yale, and the University of
Miami. Oliver sees a shift in how universities are operating their package services.
“There are twenty universities that are using
package lockers now—but many that utilize
Amazon’s locker system havethem in student
unions,” Oliver said. Rutgers University has
established its own outdoor package system
for students, and Smith College has another
digital locker company running its package
and mail services.
Oliver hopes thather systems will growto
be accepted by more universities across the
United States which will allow schools to cut
delivery room costs and eliminate the “waiting game” and runaround to receive their
packages. “It’s literally seven or eight steps
manually to retrieve your package, and zero
steps to use our system —you can just scan
your student ID and the locker will pop open,”
Oliver said. Security is also not a concern, as
management and universities havethe ability
to override the systems to inspect packages

titled “Innovations in Energy and Mobility Affecting the Future of Our Cities.”
This energy innovation panel discussion,
hosted by Iceland Naturally, MIT Media
Lab, and City Science Initiative will center
on Boston’s and Reykjavik’s efforts to innovate energyfor a better future. Speakers
include Dagur B. Eggertsson, Reykjavik’s
mayor, Vineet Gupta, director ofPlanning
for Boston Transportation, David Keith,
assistant professor of System Dynamics
at MIT, and others.
“I’m really excited about the speakers
on the panel—in
Reykjavik, we are very
responsible about sustainability and have
a great infrastructure for it, though it
is very expensive and time consuming,”
Gudjohnsen said. “This has been an important issue for the community, which is
why we have organized a panel of experts,
both Icelandic and Bostonian, to come
speak about new solutions for improving
sustainability.” ¦

that they deem to be suspicious.
In addition to this, online spending is set
to grow at a rate of 9.5 percent annuallyfrom
2014 to 2018 leading to an increase in package delivery, which means that the market
for the company’s systems will continue to
grow, specifically in urban areas. “It’s a bigger
problem in urban centers, for people who live
in suburban areas it’s not as big of a problem
because carriers will go directly to their door,”
Oliver said.
Package Concierge offers a variety of
colors, sizes, and styles of lockers ensuring
that its systems incorporate to the complex’s
decor. Currently, the company’s largest locker
can fit packages up to the size of a queen size
comforter, and has plans for new oversized
lockers in its next manufacturing cycle.
Oliver also believes that Package Concierge will allow carriers to cut costs in their
delivery methods. Carriers now will be able
to drop their packages off at a central location
and ensure that they are securely delivered
to the resident without fear that they will
be lost or stolen. The startup aims to make

its systems as easy as possible to use for not
only residents, but also carriers. Currently,
Package Concierge has over 600 carriers using its systems.

“My goal with the software is to make
sure it is as fast as possible,” Oliver said. “If a

delivery carrier has to push one extra button
push back on the software side. The
carriers are all veryon board and are kind of
piloting similar types of systems themselves
and they want their delivery carriers to get
very used to it.”
There are currently six properties in the
Boston area that are using the company’s
system with another four in the Theatre
District scheduled for installation. According
to Package Concierges most recent SEC filing, they have raised $1.3 million in funding
from investors. In addition, the company has
received interest from its own manufacturer
to invest and has already been approached
I will

for acquisition.
“We are in no hurry, because we’re still
building,” Oliver said. “We’re currently in 15
states and are starting to grow.” ¦
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Package Concierge is a local startup that is looking to change how students receive packages.

Coolidge Comer Theatre offers artistic movie experience
By

Joanna Yuelys

Heights Staff
The Coolidge Corner Theatre has quickly
grown to become a staple in the Brookline
neighborhood—offering moviegoers, art
fans, and independentfilm enthusiasts a
chance to experience its rich history. But if
not for the vision of local film fanatics and
regular customers more than 20 years ago,
the theatere that opened in 1933 would
likely have been transformed into a groupof

boutique stores.
“The theatre was a single screen grand
art deco movie house with a balcony and

ushers showing you to your seats,” said Beth

Gilligan, the director ofDevelopment and
Marketing at the theatre. “It offered a coat
room and free coffee and cake in the mezzanine during intermission—it was a full scale
grand movie palace.”
In 1988, plans were put in place to
demolish the beloved theatre and replace it
with retail space, but local customers were
outraged about the possibility of losing a
local theatre with such a historic charm.
“The community really rallied because they
thought this is an amazing historic building
and it’s such a community gathering place,
so they literally circled the building at one
point,” Gilligan said. “They just did a group
hug to prevent it from being bulldozed.”

Barring some fountain of youth drug
that gets developed in the next few years,
we will all grow old. When that happens, it
is important to never give up our independence.
As college students, we don’t have to
face any of the issues that grandparents
everywhere struggle with, and it’s a luxury
we can often take for granted. It’s probably
a good thing to be scared of growing old,
because it compels me to make the most of
the time I have now. And Boston, with its
seemingly unlimited supply of youth, is as
good a location as any to take advantage of
living completely in the present.

GusMerreU is an editorfor The Heights. He
be reached at metro@bcheights.com

“ hough they often sing in English,
T
Icelandic bands have a unique and distinctive sound and the local bands we picked
kind of correspond with that sound,”
Gudjohnsen said.
The Icelandic Film Festival, another
event in the Taste of Ireland series, will
take place this Saturday from 1 to 4 p.m.
at the Kendall Square Cinema. According
to organizers, the Icelandic Film Festival,
which recently took place in Toronto, was
a huge success, and the Boston festival has
already received many RSVPs.
“I was so impressed with the films
chosen,” Gudjohnsen said. “The festival
is composed of really nice shorts and
documentaries, which run for about two
hours all together. From horror, to drama,
to romance—it’s
a mixture of all genres, a
tasting menu. And the films certainly give
you a good idea of Icelandic culture.”
On Thursday, from 8:15 to 11 a.m.,
there will be a city-to-city dialogue en-

Local startup seeks to change package delivery system

out around the house.

can
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listoric Coolidge Corner Theatre provides a strong, artistic presence in the heart of Brookline.

In 1989it was announced that the theatre

would be saved, and it continued to be run
as a nonprofit organization.
Today, the theatre is a landmark in
Coolidge Corner, attracting audiences from
across the city. According to Gilligan, the
theatere is working to provide programs that
will appeal to the college demographic. “The
‘After Midnite’ series we offer in particular
is very popular with the student crowd,"
she said. The series plays classic cult films
in the middle of the night on Fridays and
Saturdays. The movies are often thrillers
and horror movies, being so late at night the
program is not for the faint of heart.
Gilligan explainedthat there are currently a number of films from a wide scale
of genres that tailor to a younger audience.
Die Hunting Ground is a film about sexual
assault on college campuses, the cover-ups
and the repercussions that go with it. There
will be discussions about the film which
students are welcome to attend and share
their opinions, and tickets are discounted
to 5 dollars with a current student ID. She’s
Beautiful When She’s Angry is a compelling
documentary about those who founded the
women’s movement in the ’6os and 70s.
The “Big Screen Classics” series shows old
Hollywood movies perfectly suited for film
aficionados. The next film that will be shown
in this series is Blade Runner. For lighter
fare, What We Do in the Shadows, a comedy
about vampires trying to survive in present
culture, offers comedic relief.
Another popular program at the theatre
is the “Science on Screen” series, where

experts in scientific fields give a lecture prior
to a showing of a film. For instance, the theatere hosted an expert on the physics of time

travel and then showed Bill & Ted’s Excellent
Adventure. The program began nearly 10
years ago and the Coolidge Corner Theatre
has received grants to expand it to other arthouse cinemas. The theatre has distributed
over $70,000 to nearly 40 theatres nationwide
for the program.
Aside from student involvement, Gilligan
explained that the theatre is incorporating
a number ofprojects designed to include
various groups across the local community
in Brighton. “We do a series for new moms
and babies called 'Box Office Babies’ where
you can bring your babies just in the stroller
and you come watch a movie and get out
of the house,” she said. “We also do a series
for people suffering from Alzheimer’s and
other memory loss, and they come with their
caregivers and there’s a facilitated discussion
and clips from classic films.”
Looking to add to its creative experience, the theatere’s programs also include
an element of participation. Two weeks ago,
the Coolidge Corner Theatre hosted the
screenwriter from Maps to the Stars, anew
film with Julianne Moore. The theaterealso
staged a series ofpanel discussions, which
allowed individuals, whether or not they are
interested in film as a viable career option,
to be involved in a conversation about what
they see onscreen.
“It’s great to have young faces in here, I
think it adds to the dialogues we have,” Gilligan said. ¦
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Fresh, focused juice store to open in Chestnut Hill Street Shops

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUICE PRESS

Juice Press, a New York City-based juice, smoothie, and raw food store, will open its first Boston-area location at The Street shopping center in Chestnut Hill in the summer of 2015.
By

Sarah Moore

Heights Editor
A rainbow of colors sits nestled on
cold shelves across New York City. Squat,
skinny, and circular bottles are dressed
with green labels that relay feel-good
names in black, scribbled script. “Love
At First Sight” stands in line with “Rocket
Fuel,” their greenish hues contrasting with
neighboring “Pink Punk”—all
waiting to
be purchased.
From soccer moms to Birkenstockwearing, LA hipsters, the juice cleanse
trend has taken major cities by storm.
Though the cold-pressed craze began
in blenders on the West Coast, Boston
has started to embrace the turn towards
health foods with juice bars replacing
cupcake shops on streets all over the city.
This summer, Chestnut Hill plans to join
the city’s big squeeze with the opening
of Juice Press, a store specializing in raw
and organic juices, smoothies, and vegan
food products.
Though the trend has sparked many
different pressed juice chain stores, Marcus Antebi, the CEO and founder of Juice
Press, notes that his vision maintains an

integrity that other expanding companies

can’t compete with.
“We tackled all the hard things in this
business and we managed to scale it and
replicate it over and over, not only without
compromising quality but actually increasing quality across the many aspects of this
business,” he said. “We have exponentially
more product than anyone in the market
and the game changer is our operation and
overall consistency.”
Antebi first encountered the benefits
of a plant-based diet after a career of competitive fighting during which the need to
cut weight fast was physically taxing. He
turned to superfoods, raw juices, and a lot
of salads toward the end of his career to
be able to maintain a sufficient diet for his
intense training in a healthy way. Though
now retired from competitive fighting,
Antebi found his dissatisfaction with available diet options as a driver for the Juice
Press concept.
“Asa retired competitive fighter, I
needed a place to eat most of my meals
to continue my training at the level I once
had,” Antebi said. “My diet consisted of
a lot of juice and smoothies and a lot of

salads. I was terribly disappointed with the
commercial vegan food scene and that’s
what prompted me to do my own thing.”
Along with a menu containing the extensive variety of cold pressed juices and
smoothies that Juice Press is most known
for that features flavors ranging from
“Sweet Pea and Almond” to “Chocolate
Raspberry Kiss,” the Chestnut Hill Juice
Press will also offer vegan options, raw
foods and desserts, a signature salad station, and hot soups.
All of the products at Juice Press, from
Hummus Wraps to their “Cold Brewed
Almond Latte,” are USDA certified organic and made without GMO’s or High
Pressure Processing (HPP). This process,
which involves using a high pressured water bath to preserve and sterilize food and
juice, pasteurizes the product to leave the
juice lacking beneficial nutritional value.
Though these standards make the shelf
life of Juice Press’ products significantly
shorter than other similar items, and even
more so than processed foods, Antebi is
proud of his fresh-focused requirements.
“People are into eating really healthy
more so than ever. Not fake healthbut real

health,” he said. “We don’t have to explain
pricing anymore. People want fresh and
organically grown produce—and they
want selection.”
The newfound draw to health foods
and a green lifestyle has facilitated success
for Antebi and Juice Press. Once a “tiny”

but “exciting” single store according to
Antebi, since 2010 Juice Press has grown
to 30 locations spread out across New York
and Connecticut. The Chestnut Hill store,
which will be located at The Street along
Boylston St., is Juice Press’ first Bostonarea location.
“Juice Press, with its cold-pressed juices
and ultra fresh, organic menu, is certainly a
pioneer in the health space, and we are very
excited to add it to our collection of over 40
boutiques andrestaurants,” Allison Yee, the
general manager of The Street, said.
Juice Press will open its location
neighboring Legal Seafoods and Calypso St. Barth in the trendy shopping
center, just minutes outside of the Boston city limits.
“Hail Boston!” Antebi said about
this most recent expansion. “Boston is
an awesome city and the beautiful part
of my work is I can create a business in
cities I want to spend time in. Boston is
an obvious move in every way—there
are many great locations in Boston and
the Chestnut Hill location was really the
one location that has the hallmark of a
few of our best locations in NYC—we
have greater ambition in Boston than
just a single store.”
Boston is not the only location that
Antebi has greater ambition in, however, as he joked about the future of
Juice Press saying that he would stop
once he reached 900 stores.
“I entered into this retail category at
exactly the right moment, and sticking
to all of my core nutrition and operational philosophies has made juice press
the leader above all others.” ¦

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUICE PRESS

Juice Press will offer cold pressed juices, vegan and certified organic food, and a salad station.

The Hypothetical City: Boston would illuminate with Camera Program
Ryan Daly

March 12, 2021
Ah, Boston (formerly known in jest
Beantown,
as
presently known in jest
as The City of Flashing Lights): you
could say she’s looking, well, brighter
these days.
And that’s not just talking about the
literal flickering pulse that comes into
view with each onset of night, but of
the vitiated and staunch parts of the
city being scrubbed and cleaned, made
to look right and neat, like a boulder in
a strong current. Some hate it. Some
whisper the new nickname of the city
with trembling wonder.
No matter how you look at it
though, baby, this city still shines.
And since Boston’s verging on
six years into her Red Light Camera
Program, it seems to be an appropriate
time for those still hacking up loogies
for spitting squarely at her feet to (1)
learn some form of social etiquette and
(2) start rolling with the times.
The red light cameras have been
here to stay since day one. Day one
was some day in mid-April of 2015,
when utility crews in teams offour
scurried all over the city and worked
like lightning on every corner, throwing up the apparatuses on street poles
in record time, avoiding the attention
of the grumbling Boston drivers (who,
if they even noticed at all, probably
muttered to themselves, “Ah, construction,” and kept driving. See something
enough and it blends). Each camera
was left ready for activation. Activation
came at 8:00 that night.
That night was the night of the
giant, citywide seizure that no one

understood.
City Hall was overflowing the
morning after that day in mid-April.
The crowd that mounted in the streets
could be heard everywhere, shouting, crying, bellowing for answers to
the insanity. Why, oh why had the city
sparked over and over, a firecracker
burning without pause? Why did each
corner look like it was assaulted by the
paparazzi, but no one was there? The
people waited for answers.
None came. Governor Charlie Baker
never showed up for the scheduled
press conference (one that was stacked
with fervid reporters and journalists,
camera crews and notepads, at the
ready). Neither did Mayor Martin J.
Walsh, WCAS ’O9.
The two —later to be discovered—spent the entirety of the morning
lounging in Baker’s office. Both kicked
socked feet up over Baker’s desk, and as
Baker worked his way through a case of
Sam Adams, Walsh drank a non-alcoholic beer.
A celebration.
In the first night of the Red Light
Camera Program, there was a tally
of almost a thousand offenses, which
added up to over $lOO,OOO in penalties
(which, even by the more outlandish
expert predictions, was completely
mind-boggling). Baker’s assistant—disheveled and tired after working all
night manning the governor’s call-in
line, confused as to the lackadaisical
moods of the two elected officials before him, confused even more by their
neglect in informing the public of the
change that they planned and executed
on the streets —stood
waiting for some
kind of direction. Baker took a long
moment to scratch his chin and stare
at the ceiling. “Put it toward the MBTA
debt,” he said, slowly. The assistant
scribbled it down and scrambled away.
Baker and Walsh clanked glasses.
In an email sent to the Boston

Globe later that day (chock full of
Baker’s drunken spelling and grammar
mistakes), Baker and Walsh informed

the city of the new program and its effectiveness at generating revenue. They
also made mention of the fact that the
program would be in effect for as a long
as it did generate revenue. They signed
with a series of winky faces.
As the nights marched on, a peculiar thing happened: the city continued
to light up. By light up, I mean there
was an electric beat that could be seen
from as far away as Chestnut Hill and
Watertown, penetrating the atmosphere. Things didn’t take long to get
rolling. Soon, the world caught word of
this new phenomenon: the U.S. had a
blinking light bulb for a city. And, boy,
if you make a city light up like a light
bulb, people will most definitely come.
The SkyWalk Observatory at the
Prudential became an arena of tongues
thrashing through different dialects,
profusions of scents and smells filling the air—an assortment of culture
and identity, a test tube of the world.
Through the wide, high windows at
night, people took in the view—Boston,
The City of Flashing Lights, burning
into the retina of time.
Never had SkyWalk made more
money. Along with ticket sales, there
were the sales of the instantly popular black t-shirt with a cartoon of the
Prudential printed on it, the top floor
aglow with gold, the slogan reading
“Follow The Lights To Boston,” which
sold in greater quantity, surprisingly,
than the still popular “Jeter Has AIDS”
t-shirt.
There were protests, day in and
day out. Drivers felt cheated. Berated.
Unappreciated. The fines, for many, had
piled up. They couldn’t pay it. Annoyance. Resentment. The cameras aren’t
constitutional. You can’t confront a
camera in court like you can an accuser.
Just make yellow light intervals longer.

That’s proven to be safer. Take away the
cameras. Take ’em all down. (A lot of

the more pissed off ones tried to do just
that, climbing the poles with hammers
in hand.) The National Guard had to
be called in three times in three weeks.
People started taking residence in Boston Common, refusing to leave until
the cameras did.
Baker (with a cigar dangling in the
corner of his mouth) said the same
thing to the press (when he actually
showed up to talk to the press) over
and over again: stop it. Stop blowing
red lights. Give us a reason to look to
other avenues for revenue.
Every night, the city outshone the
governor. Outshone him beautifully.
And neither the governor, nor the
mayor, gave much of a damn. (As if the
drunken email weren’t enough of an
indication.) With the money generated from the cameras, the T debt was
dropping, the Long Island construction
bridge was funded, and investment
in education and affordable housing
developments increased. Baker’s and
Walsh’s approval ratings were at an
all time low, but they were doing their
jobs—and doing them quite well. Yes,
say what you want, but the city was
being scrubbed and cleaned, made to
look right and neat.
People rioted. They riot to this very
day.
It seemed that many of the Massholes were missing the point. But, how
can you blame them? I’ve heard the
driving test over here begins and ends
with knowing how to turn a car on.
But maybe that’s only a rumor. If more
help is needed in this field, just flip to
page 43, section seven, line three of the
“How To Drive Like A F—king Human
Being” guide for clarity on the stoplight
guidelines, and I quote, verbatim, “Red
means stop.”
The main charm of Boston, now,
shows up when the sun sets—tourists

and citizens wait for darkness. After
the sky blooms in reds and oranges
and pinks, and dusk settles in, the first
of the flashes can be seen. Within the
half-hour, and the settling of night, the
Boston skyline (at least from where
many come out to watch it at the more
popular than ever East Boston Piers
Park) becomes a sea of innumerable
invisible cameras with visible flashes—a first-kick-off at the Super Bowl
on steroids. In the crowd that forms
at Piers Park, the oohs and aahs are a
customary and expected reaction to
the show that hasn’t gotten old, at least
for these viewers. But for most of the
drivers who get caught by the cameras,
it’s another story.
For Baker and Walsh, approval ratings have actually recently started to
rise, so they’re looking as chill as ever.
Many of the non-red-light-offenders
(and some of the red-light-offenders,
too, seeing and understanding their
ways and changing them) have been
able to sidestep the “screw politicians”
clout that has grown with the persistence of the program and actually
catch wind of what good it was doing,
especially now that a ride for one-way
on the T is only a dollar. Or the fact
that the T is always running.
One can only argue against the
improvements if one doesn’t notice
the improvements—if one is blinded
by the lights. The lights, the lights. A
soundless firework show, put center
stage. A dying lighthouse, it appears,
from far enough away. A testament
to the ineptitude. A stunning sign of
funded progress. Boston, oh Boston,
she’s looking, well, much brighter these
days, even though many of the drivers
are just as stupid.

Ryan Daly is an editor for The
Heights. lie can be reached at metro@bcheights.com

A6

The

Heights

March 12, 2015

Thursday,

EDITORIALS

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Letter from Dean on
OU a good first step

“Try to learn to breathe deeply, really tastefood when you eat, and when you
sleep, really to sleep. Try as much as possible to be wholly alive with all your
might, and when you laugh, laugh like hell. And when you get angry, get good
and angry. Try to be alive. You will be dead soon enough”

This past Monday, Dean of Students
Thomas Mogan issued a letter to the student body addressing events of the past
weekend, including the racist remarks
made by a fraternity at University of
Oklahoma (OU), the deathof TonyRobinson in Madison, Wise., and the 50th
anniversary of the march on Selma.
Last semester, prior to Mogan’s
arrival as dean, the University opted
not to publish remarks regarding condemning the actions of police officers
in Ferguson, Mo. and New York City.
Though this couldbe due to a difference
in controversy—it’s easy to say that this
instance of racism at OU is bad, but
more difficult to accurately comment on
the Ferguson police force given the lack
of circumstantialevidence at the timeof
the incident—this letterindicates a positive change in the University’s method
of addressing events.
In addition to condemning the
actions at OU, the letter encourages
students to stand up as a community
against racist remarks. Mogan mentions name-calling and theme parties
as potential sources ofracism, but does
not point out any particular event on
campus. Theletter goes on to encourage
students to reflect as well as reach out
to campus resources. It mentions the
Dialogues on Race and Campus ofDifference workshops that are sponsored
by the Thea Bowman AHANA and
Intercultural Center and are available
for residencehalls and student organizations to partake in. This helps to make
the program more known, but for it to
be effective, students must participate
as well.
The University has shied away from
taking a firm stance on controversial
topics in recent memory,such as divestment or the St. Mary’s die-in protest.
Rather, they have opted to deal with

-Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961), American writer

the participating students ona personal
level. This letter to the student body
marks a positive first step in establishing a conversation between students
and administrationabout relevant and
pressing topics. However, there is still
more that can be done—while a letter
is an effective entry into the conversation, this conversation will not continue
unless both studentsand administration
work to make changes.
Recently, Boston Public Schools
opted to include in their curriculum

How BC
Housing Works

This letter to the

student body marks
a positive first step
in establishing
a conversation

between students and
administration.
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Step 1:
Find a group

materials about busing and desegregation in Boston in the 1970 sand 1980s.
This is a vital, concrete change that will
hopefully teach Boston students that
segregation and the processes needed
to remedy it. The importance of the
new curriculum hinges on the fact that
students will know that this was something that occurred here, in Boston,
and not just in distant places like Little
Rock, Ark.
Though a school-widecurriculumof
this type is likely not feasible, changes
could be incorporated into the cultural
diversity core to encourage students to
learn more about racism and bigotry.
Though the letteris a goodfirst step and
the workshops hosted at the Bowman
Center offer an opportunityfor students
to learn, students and faculty now need
to continue the conversation that has
been started.
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Step 6:

With more interest in
film, funding needed
Cai Thompson, A&S ’l6, who
is in the running to win an award
and job from NESN, is yet another
aspiring filmmaker to emerge this
academic year at Boston College.
From Exposure Production’s work
over the past two years starting
with their Hyundai video, the campus produced and themed Mod of
Cards, Sean Casey’s work in the
Office of Public Affairs, and Alex
Mukherjee, A&S ’l7, making the
Boston Student Film Fest at Emerson on March 28, BC has benefited
from an increased interest in film
on campus.
BC students have shown a talent and technical ability that rivals
other schools in the area. This is
more impressive when one takes
into account the disadvantage BC
students and the film program in
general faces with regard to funding
and support.
Students at Emerson and Boston
Universityhave the advantagewhen
it comes to access to equipment
that is vital to producing student
films. The BC film department
scrapes by semester to semester
with cameras, tripods, and lights
that overwhelmingly fall below
industry standards.
Students interested in pursuing a career in filmmaking find
little support, while the University
boasts direct pipelines to financial
and accounting firms. BC has yet to
develop a relationship with major
studios in Los Angeles that pro-

vide the most general and available
opportunities for college students
to find their way in a competitive
industry. Plenty of studios shoot
films in Boston and New York,
which would give those students
interested an opportunity to get
hands on experience.

Blocking
Blocking allows you to pick rooms at the
time as another group(s) of your
choice. The other group(s) must be of
equal size to your group. You can choose
to block with one other group for 9,8,
and 6-Person Suites or Appartments. Two
other groups for 4-Person Suites/Apartments. In traditional style housing, you can
block up to a total of eight people (so two
quads three triples, or four doubles).
same

The Group
leader finds
out if the
group

received a
pick time.

Important Dates

,

MMM IMt MM
HttHtt
HHH
of blocking for
or three

The intent
is
two
groups of students (can be co-ed) to room
next to or near each other. Co-ed
blocking cannot occur durring selection
for traditional style rooms.

the University boasts
direct pipelines
to financial and

accounting firms.
This is an area in which BC
students are rapidly showing both
interest and proficiency, and the
school should in turn devote the
proper amount of funds and avenues of support for students
pursuing their passions in film.
This starts with providing greater
financial backing to the film department. The school must make sure
students and classes have usable
equipment with which they can
seriously pursue filmmaking.
BC has the means to take care of
its emerging filmmakers, the same
way it takes care of those pursuing a
career in the corporate world. Given
the work and acclaim BC film students are lending to the University,
they deserve its full support.
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You lucky bastard.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Letter from Jerry York to Boston College Students
As we approach the homestretch of what I call
“Trophy Season”, I want to stop and take a moment
to thank you for the effort you have put forth this
season in creating a great atmosphere at Kelley
Rink. Your role as fans is extremelyimportant to
our success. Kelley Rink is a tough place for visiting
teams to play, and you are a big reason why.
This is an important weekend coming up for
our club, and we are extremely fortunate to be
able to host the Quarterfinals of the Hockey East
Tournament right here on campus. We need your
presence and enthusiasm more than ever, and we
need it for all three periods. We need you, our
students, to be our “seventh man” as we make a big
playoff push. I challenge you to grab your friends
and your Superfan shirts, and head to Kelley Rink

The Heights welcomes Letters to the Editor not exceeding 400
words and column submissions that do not exceed 700 words for

The views expressed in the above edito-

Step 8:
Pick a room during
your pick time.

can
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Editorial
Magdalen

for this weekend’s series against Vermont.
I sincerelyhope that each ofyou will continue to
support us by packing the student section, dancing
to “The Devil Went Down to Georgia”, chanting
throughout the game, and joining us with your
fists held high as we celebrate victory during our
beloved alma mater.
When our student section is packed, your presence, voices and energy can truly create a home
ice advantage. This is the last time that we will
play at Kelley Rink this year, and I know that I can
depend on you to come early, wear your Superfan
shirt, stand and be loud throughout the entirety
of the game!
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The dualism ofpessimism
evenstranger

is that they share the same nega-

tive reputation, as if the two weren’t different
at all. We associate someone who expects

negative events with someone who can only
see the negative out of his or her situation. But
is this reasonable? Does a lack ofconfidence

Christophe

WARM WEATHER The weather at this
place —it changes on the turn of a
dime. We left, and it was bitter and
snowy with grey skies. We come back,
and it’s warm and clear with baby blue
skies. By the time youread this tomorrow (knowing that the dime can easily
turn back), we might be in the middle
of another torrential blizzard—but, at
the moment, it’s something closer to
shorts and t-shirt weather. And there’s
still snow on the ground. Advice? Enjoy this stuffwhile it lasts. Boston only
gets so many days like this a year.
-

The week before Spring
Break was like an M. Night Shyamalan movie—poorly planned and
even more poorly executed. With the
papers, midterms, and job interviews
that you had to go on, you kept wondering whether that trip to Mexico
was actually going to happen, or if it
was some fantasy that you had invented to make yourself feel better about
the present situation. But, alas, you
got through it. Not only that, but you
got through Spring Break unscathed,
and you came back to Boston College
to discover a continued lull. There’s
not really much to do, at least for the
next two weeks or so. So you’re sitting
back, enjoying the warm weather, and
wondering why everyone else is freaking out so much.
LESS WORK

-

Not only were you able to
convince your parents to let you go
off to a destination hotspot, but you
also managed to get a little darker.
(You didn’t even have to skip the sunscreen entirely, that’s how good you
are at getting some color.) For some
reason, this just makes you feel better
about things. Go ahead, walk around
with your head high. You earned it,
TANS

-

Bernier

If I say picture a pessimist, what do you
see? If you see a sad, bitter individual contemplating a half empty glass of water, then
congratulations, you share something in common with Google Images. We associate pessimism with negativity, sadness, and gloom.
This skeptical outlook is overshadowed by its
more attractive counterpart: optimism. People
love to brand themselves as optimists while
they stay away from the “pessimist” title. We
have unshakeable faith in the future because
we want to be optimistic—sometimes solely
because the opposite scares us. But is this a
reasonable assessment ofpessimism?
The problem with this societal repulsion
to pessimism lies in its two-partdefinition.
It refers to a tendency to see the worst of
things, hence the half empty glass of water.
Clearly this is where the word gets its negative
reputation, and rightfully so. Obviously, it is
preferable both for you and the people around
you to make the most out of a situation you
find yourself in.
But lumped in this definition is also the
attitude toward future events, or the tendency
to be negative about the future. This is probably the more common use of the two —after
all, the news is plagued with statements describing the “pessimistic expectations regarding the future of the economy” and whatnot.
The two definitions have blended together
so that they can be described by a single
word: pessimism. While seemingly similar,
they are extremely different. One is about
choosing how you feel about events that have
happened or are currently happening. The
other is about anticipating the likelihood ofan
event. It doesn’t refer to the attitude towards
the event—it’s closer to a mental statistical
probability more than anything else. To put it
bluntly, a pessimist is a conservative statistician.
So it’s strange that these two different
things get put in the same basket. But what’s

toward the future really warrant such a negative attitude?
We tellkids to be optimistic—as we
should—but we fail to acknowledge the dual
nature of the word. Of course we should
encourage them to see the present in the
best light possible. Yet I don’t believe it is too
beneficial to encourage them to expect the
verybest out of the future. It gets to the point
where realism gets labeled as pessimism—and
no one wants to be a pessimist. We discourage
the pragmatic, maybe even slightly unhopeful,
view of the future because we confuse it with
regarding one’s state in despair.
This distinction is especially relevant as an
important phase of BC student life is coming

The problem with this
societal repulsion to
pessimism lies in its
two-part definition. It
refers to a tendency to
see the worst of things,
hence the half empty
glasses of water.
up: the housing process. Of course, the biggest
stress for most is finding the group of students
to spend the upcoming year—the infamous
friendship-breaker. But another part of the
stress is the pick time over which you have
absolutely no control over. The only thing
people have control over is how to anticipate
the decision.
Being a part of the process myself, I’ve
seen that most people aboard the situation
in the future tense rather than the condition. In the name ofbeing optimistic, people
almost ignore the possibility than any other
outcome may occur. I hear, “When we get an
8-man,” rather than the “if” statements. And
most importantly, the term “CoRo” is almost

of establishing a permanent political state
seem much more realistic. These terror

correspondent Jim Muir
states, “look more like a global franchise”
groups, as BBC

a franchise

—

that seeks to propagate the very

terror the U.S. has struggled to destroy.

John Miotti
I“ slamic State militants burned 45 peo-

ple to death in the Iraqi town of al-Baghdadi... ISIS has been executing people in
droves and using barbaric methods to do
so, such as beheading and crucifixion, and
-

Not only were you able to

convince your parents to let you go

off to a destination hotspot, but you
got tan, and you know that everyone
knows it, and you’re walkin’ around

like you own the whole damn places,
so do the rest of us a favor and sit
down, because you look like a pompous a—hole, jerk.
MORE WORK

-

Less work after Spring

Break? That’s a joke,right? Listen, we

don’t even have time to read this right
now because we should be locking

ourselves in Bapst with a pillow and
without a cell phone so we won’t get
distracted and so we might catch
a comfortable nap sometime over
the next 72 straight hours studying.
See ya.
LAUNDRY After being home for a week
and realizing how easy it used to be for
you, you have to adjust, once again,
to the laundry hassle. Is this washer
broken? How much money? Are they
trying to kill me? Great, the washer
didn’t drain and all ofmy clothes are
just sitting in a puddle. Great, the drier
broke. Maybe one more cycle. Maybe
one more cycle. Maybe one—fine, I’ll
air dry the damn things! Before you
know it, it’s four hours later, and you
still don’t have any clean underwear
for the next day.
-

Like Thumbs Up,
Thumbs Down?
Follow us
@BCTUTD

stone, we all have different odds in our head.
Some are more confident,

and some are less.

But regardless, the future is uncertain. True

optimism shows itself later, whenit’s time to

cope with the certainty.
The housing situation is unique though,
because the odds are actually known. In most
situations, they aren’t, and we have to come
up with our own: We ask ourselves what the
probability of an event occurring, and we
subconsciously answer it. The most relevant
example I can think of, though fresher in
the memory of some rather than others, is
the college application process. BC students
applied to some of the most selective schools
in this country—present institution included.
And between the time the application was
sent and the decision was received, one
question weighed heavy on everyone’s mind:
Am I going to get in? And surely at one point
or another the thought of not getting in to
a given college crossed our mind. Yet if this
thought was ever expressed, it was usually
greeted with an appalled, “Don’t say that!” and
followed with an, “I’m sure you’re going to get
in.” Even though nothing could change the
upcoming decision, these thoughts were still
discouraged.
But a touch of negativity isn’t such a bad
thing. It makes us think ofhow we would cope
with failure and rejection. If it does happen,
we’re a bit more ready to deal with it. And if it
doesn’t, these thoughts become irrelevant, and
victory tastes so much sweeter. But by shunning all these “negative” thoughts, we actually
put ourselves at a vulnerable spot, because
we’ll be falling from much higher.
Too long have we associated the unhopeful
view of the future with sorrow and negative.
But to blame for it is the poisonous marriage
between the two definitions ofpessimism.
Hopefully divorce is on the way.
Christophe Bernier is an op-ed columnist
for The Heights. He can be reached at
opinions@bcheights.com.

Fighting the two headed-demon

champ.

TANS

blasphemous, as people dare not face this
possibility. We see the ones who have a feeling
that they will be put on Coßo as pessimists,
and we subconsciously attach to them a label
of self-pity and negativity. But this is simply
how they choose to evaluate thelikelihood of
an event. Even if the odds are roughly set in

publicizing some of the deaths in videos
released on the Internet.” New York Daily
News, February 18, 2015
“Hundreds of bodies still litter the
bushes ofBaga, Nigeria—mostly women,
children, and elderly victims too slow to
outrun Boko Haram fighters who stormed
the town with explosives and assault rifles
as many as 2,000 people have been
killed.” - Fox News, January 12, 2015
On Saturday, a message allegedly
from the leader of Boko Haram, Abubakar Shekau, pledged the organization’s
allegiance to the Islamic State, which is
commonly referred to as ISIS. The audio
message purportedly stated, “We [Boko
Haram] announce our allegiance to the caliph ... and will hear and obey him in times
of difficulty and prosperity
We call on
Muslims everywhere to pledge allegiance
to the caliph.” Notably, the recording was
posted to Twitter just hours after Boko
Haram was accused of killing at least 54
people through a series of suicide bombings in northeastern Nigeria.
Boko Haram, which translates to
“Western education is sin,” has been initiating terror campaigns aimed at instituting
its extreme version of Sharia law. Jacob
Zenn, an expert on the terror group, observed that a public allegiance to ISIS “will
help its recruiting, funding, and logistics as
it expands propaganda.” While news of the
allegiance should not come as a surprise,
given that the two terror groups share
parallel ideologies and practices, this publicized affiliation is still significant. While
an amalgamation of forces seems impractical given the geographic distance between
Nigeria and Syria/Iraq, both ISIS and
Boko Haram become further legitimized
through this allegiance, making their goal
-

...

....

Yet despite the growing presence of
these terrorist organizations that seek to
eradicate even the most fundamental human rights, many people question whether
the United States has any “right” to be
involved, whether that be in the deployment oftroops or unmanned airstrikes —a
question that not only infuriates me but
jeopardizeseverything we boast the United
States to represent.
Asa nation that champions life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness, we must intervene on behalf of the women, children,
and minorities that are being relentlessly
persecuted by terrorist organizations. The
entire foundation of North Africa and the

I recognize that the
United States cannot
solve every problem the
world faces, nor can we
rightly impose our will
on

the rest of mankind.

Yet the issues of ISIS
and U.S. involvement
goes much deeper.

Middle East is being radically dismantled
as Boko Haram and ISIS jeopardize the
integrity of centralized governments and
the safety of countless villages. Terrorism
is turning the world away from progress.
It is tearing at the roots of equality and
freedom, ushering in an era defined by
violence and fear.
These countries need help. If they could
eradicate terrorism with their own weaponry or manpower then they would have
already accomplished such a task. Yet the
alliance of Boko Haram with ISIS indicates
the ever present threat of terrorism and the
need for intervention.
Asa nation so proud of its advancement, we must not let terror succeed in any
situation, under any circumstances. The
inhumanity and injustices of these people

Learning to
see the self

are the greatest evil facing the modern

world —an evil clouded under the guise of a
“religious war.”
I recognize that the United States cannot solve every problem the world faces,
nor can we rightly impose our will on
the rest of mankind. Yet the issue of ISIS
(alongside Boko Haram) and U.S. involvement goes much deeper. ISIS has directly
threatened our nation, claiming they will
behead President of the United States
Barack Obama and transform America
into a Muslim province. This proposed assault on our homeland is a strong enough
basis to effectively justify U.S. military
campaigns against the group.
However, the conflicts of the world are
never simple, and it is hard to preach both
military intervention and the assertion of
human rights. Likewise, I find it difficult
to endorse military campaigns against
ISIS while I sit in a Boston College dorm
room and know I will never have to face
the reality of sacrificing my life for another
nation—a reality our soldiers abroad face
every day. Although I am conflicted about
the deployment of troops, stopping these
terror groups must be a national priority
and I can only thank and applaud the brave
men and women who embrace the fight
for human freedom by joining our armed
forces.
John F. Kennedy said, “We must face up
to the chance of war, if we are to maintain peace. We must work with certain
countries lacking in freedom in order to
And as
strengthen the cause offreedom
the most powerful defender offreedom on
earth, we find ourselves unable to escape
the responsibilities of freedom.” His words
still hold true today as the U.S. must face a
new generation, anew enemy, and anew
call to restore freedom in the world.
Countries in North Africa and the
Middle East are suffering under the oppression of terror. World peace is not an
independent venture, but a global enterprise involving the effort of all nations. The
United States, as a leader, must therefore
rise to the call of duty and confront the evil
that is terrorism.
....

John Miottiis an op-ed columnistfor The
Heights. He can be reached at opinions@
bcheights.com.

The opinions and commentaries of the staff columnists and cartoonists appearing on this page represent the views of
the author or artist of that particular piece, and not necessarily the views of The Heights. Any of the columnists and
artists for the Opinions section of The Heights can be reached at opinions@bcheights.com.

Julia Bogiages
“Dear College, cheese makes me gassy.
See you in September.” This may not be a
winning first sentence for a college essay,

but this is all that Haley, from Modem Family, has got—that is, until her mother Claire
helps her out. Haley is writing her college
essay on an obstacle she has faced in her
life—yet, as Haley complains, as he life has
been so “boring” and “sheltered” she has
not had any obstacles about which she can
write her college essay. So Claire puts Haley
in the car, drives to the middle of nowhere,
takes her phone and money, kicks her out,
and drives away. Hours later Haley comes
home and confronts her mother. Claire
defends her actions: “I stopped coddling
you and look
you overcame an obstacle!”
“Oh yeah!” Haleyretorts. “I grewup despite
my crazy mom!”
Although this is an extreme example,
it resonated with me. When I looked at
Haley in this episode of Modern Family, I
saw myself. Instead of obstacles and failure,
my upbringing was characterized by strong
parental figures, an excellent primary and
secondary education, and an omnipresent
support system. These factors, by creating strong foundation, allowed me to push
myself and succeed in high school. Because
of my background, I came to Boston College expecting immediate success. This, of
course, did not happen. Instead, my first
semester on campus was characterized by
failure. In total, I auditioned, ran for, and
tried out for 14 different things—and was
rejected from every single one. I failed to
achieve the grades I had in high school. I
failed to immediately find and create the
relationships I had experiencedat home.
I felt lost and unhappy. I had tried so
many things and had succeeded at none
of them—what did that say about me as a
person? I was the exact student Dominic
Randolph described in the New York Times
article “What if the Secret to Success is
Failure?” The article follows Randolph, the
superintendent of the Riverdale Country
School in New York, as he tries to instill
both intellectual ability and character in his
students. As he says about students who
succeed in the classroom and on the SATs,
“I worry that those people get feedback
that everything they’re doing is great. And
I think as a result, we are actually setting
them up for long-term failure When that
person suddenly has to face up to a difficult
moment, then I think they’re screwed, to
be honest. I don’t think they’ve grown the
capacities to be able to handle that.”
Randolph was talking about his own
students, but he might as well been talking about me. To be clear, I was not—and
am not—perfect. I did not get a 2,400 on
my SATs. I was not the wealthiest, most
athletic, or most organized student at my
school. And I don’t want to undervalue the
struggles I have experiencedin my life.
But I also think it is important to note
that the failures I experiencedat BC were
unlike anything I have experiencedbefore.
For the first time, I was forced to confront
myself as myself. No longer was I the president of this club or the captain of that team.
No longer was I academically successful.
For the first time, I was just Julia.
This confrontation was difficult but crucial, because for the first time I could truly
understand who I was. For the first time, I
could truly understand where I came from.
For the first time, I could deeply understand
and appreciate that my background and
education were not a given, and were in fact
a privilege. It’s not that I didn’t understand
who I was before. It’s not that I wasn’t very
grateful for everything my parents and
educators have given me. But there is a
significant difference in depth between a
surface understanding and a deep appreciation of what you have been given.
This difference is caused by perspective:
an understanding of what you have in the
context of what other people have. And
although from my failures I began to build
my character and strengthen my resilience,
more importantly from my failures I gained
perspective. For the first time I had a deep
appreciation of my privilege, which led to
a deeper appreciation for the underprivileged. The failures I experienced at BC, by
allowing me to truly see and understand
myself, allowed me to begin to truly see and
understand other people.
...

...

Julia Bogiages is an op-ed columnist
Heights. She can be reached at

for The

opinions@beheights.com.
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A&S to add
name of
major donor
Arts and Sciences, from A1
gift, and then BC would name the College
of Arts and Sciences in his honor, University spokesperson Jack Dunn said.
“Out of humility, Bob Morrissey has

As winter melts away, Boston offers restaurant deals in Dine Out celebration

WILLIAM MENNICKEN | HEIGHTS STAFF
This week, the Greater Boston Convention & Visitors Bureau (GBCVB) is
hosting Dine Out Boston (DOB), an
event designed to reinvigorate Bostonians after a harsh, snowy February.
This celebration of the local food scene
aims to highlight the resilience of the
city’s restaurant community.
DOB comes around twice each year,
in March and August, with this season’s
festivities held March 1 to 6 and March
8 to 13.

“We instituted this as a member benefit back in 2001 knowing that August,
and again March, are very slow periods

for the industry,” said Pamela Frechette,
marketing manager at GBCVB.
The destinations participating in
DOB this year are virtually endless.
Every type ofrestaurant all over the city,
from Japanese to Mexican, from Chestnut Hill to Cambridge, is participating
in DOB. Even the typically

popular and

famous Boston restaurants are a part of
this deal, including favorites like Russell
House Tavern and Legal Seafoods.

“ ear after year,
Y

the steakhouses like

Ruth’s Chris and the Capital Grilles are
the busiest dining destinations over the
two-week span,” Frechette said.
DOB features a flexible pricing
structure for both restaurant owners
and guests. Restaurants that participate
each customize their lunch and dinner
menus by choosing to offer lunch for
$l5, $2O, or $25 and dinner for $2B,
$33, or $3B. It was previously known as
Restaurant Week.
“With the rebranding of the week,
we now allowrestaurants to adjust their
price points to three different options
since we found increasingly that one
size did not fit all,” Fechette said. All
of the restaurants can offer as many
courses as they desire at their selected

taurants,” said Patrick B. Moscaritolo,
president & CEO of the GBCVB.
“We will continue to invite diners
to take advantage of Dine Out Boston’s
great restaurant deals as well as embrace
all the cultural and seasonal activities
that Boston has to offer,” Fechette said.
“We encourage combining a hockey
game, a concert, a theatrical performance, or one of many museum exhibits with a Dine Out Boston meal for a
quintessential Boston experience.”
In addition to old favorites, anew
feature has been added to DOB for this
season. After February was blanketed in
snow, themeals that were missed during
that time period are considered lost rev-

price.

media component, Frechette said.
Both social media users and customers can make a reservation at any of the
participating DOB restaurant, and take
a picture of their meal for Instagram,
tag their location, and add #DineOutBoston in their caption. Whoever’s post
receives the most likes within 24 hours
wins a $lOO gift card to a participating

“When we debuted Dine Out Boston in March of last year, we

wanted to

create a way to celebrate Boston as one

of America’s premiere culinary destinations as well as provide locals and
visitors, alike with a unique opportunity
to enjoy the exceptional value, variety,
and hospitality of Greater Boston res-

enue, so the organization added a social

restaurant. The GBCVB awards two

gift cards per day, and the competition
is ongoing for the duration of the DOB

weeks.
“The certificates are donated as part
of the applicationprocess since we don’t
charge the restaurants to participate like
most other cities,” Frechette said. “One
set of certificates is used for promotions
and the other set is offered on an online
auction.”
Artsßoston is this winter’s DOB
Charitable Partner. Artsßoston is a
champion for Greater Boston’s arts
and cultural community, and a collaborative partner for public, private, and
nonprofit leaders who seek to further
engage with the sector.
All bids support the nonprofit’s
year-round audience development

always given anonymously,” Dunn said.
“In the case of this historic gift, he prefers
not to disclose the terms of his commitment. We respect his wishes and extend
to him our heartfelt gratitude for his
remarkable generosity.”
John Fish, chairman of the Board
Trustees,
of
said that no individual has
contributed as much to the growth of the
endowment as Morrissey has. Morrissey
has played a unique role in the growth of
the University, he said.
“We are all indebted to him,” Fish said
in an interview with the Office of News
and Public Affairs.
The College of Arts and Sciences is the
largest of BC’s eight schools. It consists
of 6,867 students, both undergraduate
and graduate, and 450 full- and part-time
faculty in 22 academic departments. In a
ceremony on April 30, the College will
officially be renamed the Robert J. Morrissey College of Arts and Sciences.
“The Robert J. Morrissey College of
Arts and Sciences is a fitting tribute to
an alumnus whose commitment, service,
and generosity provide such a powerful
example, and will have a lasting impact on
Boston College,” Leahy said in an interview with the Office of News and Public
Affairs. “He has devoted much of his life
to advancing the University, and now his
name will forever be connected to the
College of Arts and Sciences.” ¦

initiatives.

The GBCVB has also used this dining program to give back to a different
local Boston charity each year for seven

years. More than $300,000 has been
raised for charities through the online

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

auction component of DOB to date.

Bob Morrissey is a central BC benefactor.
¦

BC alums contribute to additional teaching about integration in BPS
Boston Public Schools, from A1
national topic, not just a regional southern
topic.”
The curriculum will teach students that
Boston did havethese segregation and desegregation issues, Venkatesh said. She said that
students will be able to see how the busing
situation relates to schools today.
The high school student curriculum will

consider the legacy of busing in the district
through the use of primary and secondary
sources and document analysis. Middle
school students will use visuals and charts
to examine the de-facto segregation in the
city. Students in grades two through five
will explore images, primary sources, and
audio to be made aware of the desegregation events.
“I thinkthat it’s the beginning of a much

bigger conversation that students should
be engaging in anyway,” Venkatesh said.
“This is the personal history of their school,
or their neighborhood, or their parents,
or their grandparents. It’s also something
that we know has happened, and that we
continue to see.”
Dunne encourages students and educators to talk to people who lived inBoston, or
were teachers in the school district during

this time. To put together the curriculum,
the team used different accounts of history,
including letters from students who were in
sixth grade at the time, and what the experience felt like for them.
“It definitely was an emotional time,”
Dunne said. “There is still a lot ofperception
of unfairness in that the city of Boston.”
Both Dunne and Venkatesh found that
their educations at BC emphasized the idea

of social justice in order to move forward
in education. In its mission statement, the

Lynch School emphasizes enhancing the
human condition and making the world a
more just place.
“The view of educators as people who
need to hold personal justice as an ideal that
they aspire to certainlyresonated with me,”
Dunne said. “It was an idea I heard often at
the Lynch School.” ¦

In good hands: police commissioner is the leader Boston needs

William B. Evans is the face of the Boston
Police Department—the top dog responsible
for protecting the city of Boston—but
he
may be considered more of a runner than
a policeman.

At 56 years old, Evans is a veteran of 47
marathons, and has completed the Boston
Marathon a total of 18 times. Each day he
wakes up at 4:30 a.m. and runs seven to
eight miles before heading to a full day of
police work. Running is his morning cup
of coffee—fuel for his craving, a chance to
decompress before making decisions that
ultimately affect the safety of the thousands
of people living in the city of Boston.
After completing the taxing 26.2 miles
in the 2013 Boston Marathon, Evans immediately went to relax in a hot tub at the
Boston Athletic Club, lust minutes later, a
police officer informed Evans of the devas-

number of scenarios

first sign of trouble. A leader who would

fested

of people ran in every direction away from
the detonation of the two bombs, but Evans

approach a malicious terrorist attack with
poise. Billy Evans proved he has what it

ran toward the sounds of chaos. Over the

takes to lead.
Just last year, Mayor Martin J. Walsh,
WCAS ’O9, promoted Evans to Commissioner, based on his extensive resume and
his leadership abilities. Evans describes his
job as a “sick enjoyment.” He goes into work
every day never knowing what to expect,
and must constantly be on alert. In fact, he
is lucky to make it through the night without receiving a phone call relating to police
work. If things go bad, he takes the hit.
Evans’ upbringing is a major influence on
his leadership decisions. Born and raised in
South Boston, Evans lived in a lower-class
neighborhood, and was brought up by five
older brothers. Both of his parents died
by the time he was 14 years old. Around
the same time his 9-year-old brother was
killed in a hit-and-run accident. Having to
face these terrible tragedies at such a young
age, Evans was raised on embracing his
community—relating to people and their
challenges across the city. This is at the core
of his non-violent leadership style, and his
motto, “killing themwith kindness.”
“Killing them with kindness” has mani-

Evans’ tenure. In October of 2012, the Occupy Boston movement was sweeping across
the city. For 70 days, Evans went down to
Dewey Square and led the defense against
the protesters. Instead ofbattling with them,
Evans set the tone from the beginning that
the two forces would not be enemies, and
the non-violent strategy proved to be successful. More recently, police departments
across the country have faced major protests
for the incidents involving the deaths of
Michael Brown and Eric Garner. In Boston,
there have been countless protests across
the city. Many people are pointing fingers,
blaming local police for racist attitudes that
have manifested in departments across the

next 42 hours, running on only Gatorade

Bennet Johnson

itself in

tating news in Copley Square. Thousands

and granola bars, Evans entered to what he
described as “operational mode”—working
tirelessly as the leader in the capture of alleged bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.
“I could have easily stayed in the hot tub
and takenthe day off,” Evanssaid to a group
of 50 freshmen in Boston College’s Emerging Leaders Program on Tuesday night. “But
people were looking for me to lead.”
Evans, then the Superintendent in the
Bureau of Field Services, was the person
the BPD and FBI turned to when the two
bombers were on the loose in the city. Every
order went through him, and he was forced
to make decisions that would make or break
his career. The biggest decision in his 34
years of police work came on the evening
of April 19, 2013. Evans gave the executive
order to open fire on a boat in Watertown,
leading to the capture of Tsarnaev.
In the wake of an unmitigated disaster,
Boston needed a leader—a familiar face to
lead the city to justice. A calm, methodical
thinker, who wasn’t going to crack at the

a

in

country.
“It frustrates me that people relate us

with the actions that went on there,” Evans
said on Tuesday. “Many people immediately
change their perceptions of us from what has
happened across the country.”
So when thousands of Bostonians
threatened to protest, what did Evans do as
the leader of the police force? He let them
march. Ifthe officers came ready for a fight,
they very well may have gotten one. Instead
of arming officers with shields and batons, he

showed that his officerswould not approach
the situation with violence. And it worked.
Boston is fortunate to have a leader like
Billy Evans. His non-violent approach has
been instrumental in creating an effective
police force, and not allowing a situation
to arise likes those that have manifested in
Ferguson, New York, and Wisconsin. In his
second year as the face of the department,
he is personally forming trusting relationships with many of the neighborhoods and
communities that have been historically
violent. When Evans entered as Commissioner, there were 12 homicides and over
75 guns taken off the street in January and
February alone. This year, there have been
four—a significant improvement in just one
year. IfBoston wins the 2024 Olympic bid,
the city will be in good hands.
It is clear that Evans’ job of protecting
the city ofBoston can certainly be stressful,
but running is his medicine that gets him
through each day:
“As long as I get my running in every day,
there is nothing I can’t do.”
Bennet Johnson is the Metro Editor
He can be reached at
metro@bcheights.com.
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REASONABLE DOWD

Big Brother,
BC Bookstore

Dowd

Ryan Dowd is the Arts

d> Review Editor

for The Heights. He can be reached at
arts@bcheights.com.

JOHN WILEY / HEIGHTS EDITOR

Up for a $20,000 prize, Cai Thompson’s short documentary film examines the life of former BC hockey player as she navigates post-grad life on a profesional women’s hockey team.

LIFE OF CAI
Filmmaker

Cai Thomas comptetes

for NESN prize

BY JOHN WILEY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Looking

around her Biblical Heritage
class, Cai Thomas, A&S T6, is struggling with her classmates’ responses.
It is her sophomore year at Boston College,
and her professor is teaching a lesson on the
Biblical canon. In an example, he asks his students to name films they considered to be in
the canon of film. A list offilms is rattled off,
and quickly, Thomas notices a pattern. Completely absent from the “canon” discussed is a
single film about a person of color.
Perks ofBeing a Wallflower, The BreakUp, MississippiDamned. Ask Thomas for her
favorite films, and without much reservation,
she’ll list Vince Vaughn’s critically-assailed
2006 comedyright next to director TiniaMabry’s arthouse favorite, which follows the
family struggles of three black children living
in rural Mississippi.
A director and producer herself, Thomas
speaks of her experience as a filmmaker with
both a sense of purpose and urgency. She
begrudges the absence of a single, femaledriven film in this year’s Best Picture category
at the Oscars and is particularly proud that
both her major film projects—a series on
BC’s production of Ntozake Shange’s For
Colored Girls and a documentary on professional hockey player Blake Bolden, BC
T3 —were released during women’s history
month in successive years.
In recent months, Thomas has spent
much of her time consumed by the production of the latter: scheduling interviews, staging shoots, collecting information on Bolden,
speaking to family members and teammates,
sorting through old pictures, arranging for
film equipment, even hailing Über rides for
the production crew. T
he recently completed five-minute film,
which recounts Bolden’s experiences an
unpaid player for the Boston Blades in the
Canadian Women’s Hockey League, was
produced out-of-pocket byThomas and

took the better part of two months to film
and another three to polish off for release.
“Blake Bolden” is currently an entry in the
New England Sports Network (NESN) Next
Producer competition. Thomas is among 10
student filmmakers featured in the contest,
with the producer of the most voted for
video receiving a $20,000 cash prize and a
job with NESN.
It was in her freshman year when Thomas
first noticed Bolden on the BC Athletics
homepage. Then a player for the women’s
hockey team, Bolden stood out to Thomas.
She considered it rare to see a black woman
ona college hockey team. “She sort of always
stuck in my mind,” Thomas says. Soon after
hearing about the NESN competition this
past year, Thomas decidedBolden’s story was
one she wanted to pursue, and she reached
out to the player through a mutual friend.
Bolden was veryreceptive to theidea, and
agreed to take part in Thomas’ documentary.
Thomas joinedforces with Adisa Duke, A&S
T5, who took on the role of director ofphotography, and also employed the technical
support of Rule Boston Camera, where she
worked as an intern. From there, the extensive film process would start.
who have workedwith Thomas
note her rigorous production habits.
She will spend several weeks closely
following her subjects, familiarizing herself
with them through multiple phone conversations before actually having a meeting. Off
shoot, she puts in hours ofresearch, making
an effort to know all important figures in
her subjects’ lives, even those only on the
periphery of the narratives she’s following.
She considers building relationships with
the people she films to be one of the most
important parts of telling their stories, and
according to the people she works with, will
hold herself to a near unattainable standard
for the quality of these documentaries.

Those

Alex Stanley, a sound producer and
production assistant for the Bolden project
and A&S T6, recalls one time the crew was
approached about moving when filming the
Blades on the ice rink bleachers.
“She was like, yeah sure, and kept the shot
situated in the bleachers,” says Stanley, laughing to himself. “She wanted that shot.”
Thomas and Stanley first met in their
freshman year at BC, bonding overKendrick
Lamar lyrics after meeting in their dorm.
Now close friends with Thomas, Stanley
describes her as both loud and introverted.
He says she’s near impossible to track down
during the week as she isolates herself in
filmmaking and schoolwork, and then on
weekends, she’ll frequently attend area film
festivals. (Last summer, she made the trek to
France for the Cannes film festival.)
BC housing process, an enormous
social undertaking for many BC
students, is of small importance to
Thomas, who, according to Stanley, seems
happy to ignore the ritual altogether and
apply for random housing.
Thomas speaks about BC both with an
appreciation for the school and a skepticism
towardseveral of its traditions (including the
dorm lottery).
Native to Miami, Thomas describes BC as
“literally the most random” of all the schools
she applied to. She first heard of the New
England school from her guidance counselor,
whose husband attended it and thought it
might be a good fit for Thomas. She came
to Chestnut Hill distinguished as a Jackie
Robinson scholar, and in February, Thomas
was awarded the University’s Martin Luther
King, Jr. Scholarship, one of the school’s most
prestigious student honors.
“BC has its ups and downs,” Thomas
said. “I’m happy to represent the University,
and also happy to have their support on this
project.”

The

She notes how the Office of News and
Public Affairs has been extraordinarily helpful in the sharing of her work, and how as an
MLI< scholar, she has found many meaningful opportunities to serve as a mentor to
younger students.
Thomas thinks BC has several shortcomings, both in and out of the classroom.
She questions the European leaning of the
University’s history core, arguing that many
classes in Africa and AfricanDiaspora Studies should also count toward it.
“My black history, the history of my
people, matters,” she says. “You can’t just
say, oh, we’re only going to allow European
history to be the history that fulfills the
requirement.”
She also feels thatmuch of the responsibility of educating BC students on race falls
on other students.
“I think a lot ofpeople struggle with just
having to educate their friends,” Thomas
comments. “I should not have to talk to
someone who’s 21 years old about using the
N-word.”
A communications major and a film studies minor, Thomas notes several barriers that
exist for those interested in media at BC—a
lack of adequate film technology and a lessthan-extensive professional network.
“If someone succeeds in media—whether
it be print, digital, or film—graduating from
BC, they deserveall the glory, because that’s
not an easy thing to do at all,” Thomas says.
Stanleyrecalls how, after completing her
Bolden film, Thomas kept commenting that
there was something missing. It needed more
interviews, she would tell him, or more B
roll footage.Stanley personally was very impressed by the film, but he wasn’t surprised
by her reaction.
For Thomas, there’s always something
more to the story, another shot to be taken,
another name belonging in the canon. ¦

THIS
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There was a time not long ago when
Boston College students could purchase a naughty bestseller at their local
bookstore. When classes and hum of
college life got to be too much, they
could stumble into the campus market in
McElroy and snag a copy of Fifty Shades
of Grey. I’m sure purchasing the book in
such a public manner took Herculean
courage.
The BC Bookstore is the one institution on campus that offers (at premium
prices) anything your little college heart
might desire—a nice rug, a $9O biology workbook, a flannel with a soaring
majestic eagle.
At the behest of a customer, BC
pulled the popular novel off the shelf.
The book is still listed and available on
the store’s website and is still on The
New York Times bestsellers list. It’s once
visible presence in the actual store,
though, is now a part of a glorious past.
Is it objectively good that Shades has
been banished from the holy cept of the
BC Bookstore? I think we can all admit
that Fifty Shades of Grey in any form
isn’t a good piece of art (looks around,
nods). But Shades wasn’t exiled because
it’s crap. It was exiled for all the reasons
it’s become culturally relevant—it’s
a
popular tale of sexual wish fulfilment.
It’s become what Twilight once was—a
guilty pleasure for a mass of the population —except one story is about vampires
and proper sexual behavior, while the
other is about improper sexual behavior
and power.
I’m making a fuss about the fact
that an awful book was kicked out the
Bookstore because they pulled the book
in response either to intimidation from
a powerful customer or the sudden realization that the book doesn’t mesh with
Jesuit ideals.
It was cast out firstly because someone made a fuss, and the fuss was most
likely made for the what it has come to
mean, lest it tempt innocent freshmen.
Thou must not lure young, impressionable doe-eyed 18-year-olds (legal adults)
down the sinful path of S&M. Yes, repression, not education or conversation,
is clearly the better play here.
The Bookstore isn’t a sacred place.
It’s a market (though admittedly a sacred
place for some). It’s a place the school
sells Vineyard Vines button downs with
a BC logo, a few comic books, James
Patterson, and Plato’s Republic somewhere in the back corner. If a book is on
the best-sellers list, it should be in the
bookstore.
Years of English classes from Jesuit
institutions have taught me that taking
a book off the shelf is evil. It’s what Big
Brother or the fascists in Vfor Vendetta
would do. It’s not what we (Americans)
do (except if it’s The Adventures ofHuckleberry Finn, Moby Dick, or Catch-22
ect.). Admittedly, BC hasn’t banned Fifty
Shades of Grey, but deftly disavowed the
sensual work.
Banning books doesn’t work. If the
BC Bookstore had just left it alone, you
wouldn’t be reading this. You might not
have even noticed. Shades stuff is all
over the place. It’s an artifact of popular
culture now, the butt of jokes that in
each utterance seems to ooze out more
revenue for the S&M giant. It means
something like “vapid guilty pleasure.”
It’s like Twilight or a Snickers.
BC isn’t making the argument that
they want to provide “good” art in thenstore. It’s a store so they’ll sell what people will buy. That’d be a more defensible
argument I think, we want to offer our
students good art and therefore Shades
shouldn’t be sold. But there’s plenty of
inconsequential stuff there (see James
Patterson) as well as plenty of essential
stuff like duct tape and shampoo.
I think Fifty Shades of Grey lies somewhere in between. It means something,
whether you’ll grant it that or not. I
can’t believe I’m saying this, but based
on precedent and cultural footprint, it
deserves to be in our bookstore.

I
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B.A.D.A.S.S.
(FRIDAY, 7:30 P.M.)

RADIANCE
(SATURDAY, 7 P.M.)

The annual Spring Show for B.E.A.T.S. and Dynamics will take place in McGuinn 121 this Friday.
Tonal Ecstasy, an a cappella group from McGill
University, will also be performing at the show.

Gear up for St. Patrick’s Day with Boston College’s
Irish Dance eighth annual show, Radiance, in
Robsham Theater this Saturday. Tickets can be
purchased through the Robsham Box Office up
until the show.

BATTLE OF THE BANDS
(FRIDAY, 7:45 P.M.)
The Boston College Music Guild, Arts Council,
and CAB are hosting the annual Battle of the
Bands. Groups will compete to move on to Arts
Fest, where the winner of the fest will be opening
for Modstock.

BOSTONIANS SPRING CAFE!
(THURSDAY, 7:30 P.M.)
The a cappella group’s Spring Show will be in
McGuinn 121 this Saturday.The Bostonians will
perform their entire repertoire and individuals
will showcase their talent with solo performances.
Admission is free.

JOHN WILEY / HEIGHTS EDITOR

CINDERELLA’
(OPENS FRIDAY)
The Kenneth Branagh film adaptation of the classic Disney
cartoon springs to life this weekend. The live-action film
features Lily James and Game of Thrones’ Richard Madden
as Ella and Kit respectively.

O’COMEDY O’SHOW
(FRIDAY, 8 P.M.)
BC’s Committee for Creative Enactments is putting on a
St. Patrick’s Day comedy show this Friday in Fulton 511.

Admission is free.

RUN ALL NIGHT’
(OPENS FRIDAY)
Hitman Jimmy Conlon (Liam Neeson) must go to
every extreme to protect his son, Mike (Joel Kinnaman), from his nefarious former boss, Shawn Maguire (Ed Harris). Rapper Common is also featured.

1980!
(THURSDAY

&

FRIDAY)

The Boston College Dance Ensemble is celebrating
its origins with an 1980s themed show this weekend.
There will be a special performance from Synergy
as well. Tickets are $lO and can be purchased at the
Robsham Box Office.

jhhgv
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COMMUNITY
HELP WANTED
$$

BABYSITTING JOB

SPERM DONORS WANTED $$

Earn up to $1,200/month and
give the gift of family through
California Cryobank’s donor
program. Convenient Cambridge
location. Apply online: SPERMBANK.com.

the SAMURAI fcF

“ ewton family needs driver/babyN

sitter to work 2-3 hours MondayThursday afternoons and drive 3
kidsto/from activities, mostly within
Newton. Opportunities to drive in
evenings to other MetroWest locations if possible. $l5/hour starting.
Call Mac 617.216.3783."

ACROSS
1 “Giant” novelist
11 Sweeping
15 1971 Sports
Illustrated
Sportsman of the
Year
16 MillerCoors
brand
17 Where one can
swing close to
home?
18 Jaws
19 Pitcher of milk?
20 Fall preceder
22 Japanese drama
23 Kingpin
26 Email program
named for a
writer
28 Union fighter:
Abbr.
31 Cheese shop
offerings
34 Peels
35 With it
36 Daughter of
Jacob and Leah
37 Letters from
Greece
38 1940s
command: Abbr.
39 Traditional Amish

INTERESTED IN
PLACING A CLASSIFED
AD?
EMAIL
ADS@BCHEIGHTS.COM

PUZZLES By The Mepham Group

toy

41 Together
42 Evaluate
44 Do away with
45 10, at times:
Abbr.
46 Eponymous

German

bacteriologist
47 Pass a second
time, in a race
48 French article
49 Overthrow
target
51 Lee of Marvel
Comics
53 Flying Cloud,
e.g.
54 Proceeds
57 Ruy : chess
opening
61 Car trip game
63 Tanks
66 Pacific salmon
67 Compound used
in photographic
film production
68 Was onto
69 Florist’s
decorative
supply

Directions: The Sudoku is played over a 9x9 grid. In each row
there are 9 slots, some of which are empty and need to be filled.
Each row, column and 3x3 box should contain the numbers 1 to
9. You must follow these rules:
• Number can appear only once in each row
• Number can appear only once in each column
• Number can appear only once in each 3x3 box
• The number should appear only once on row, column or area.

By Barry C. Silk

DOWN
1 Dresden’s river
2 Pass out
3 Brooklyn team
4 Top story
5 69-Across
preservation
technique
6 Election end?
7 Campground
array
8 Chest protectors
9 Hydroxyl
compound
10 “Chicago” song
11 Book before
Neh.
12 Bench
alternative
13 Weight
14 Liquid holdings
21 1982 James
Bamford book
about the NSA,
with ‘The”
24 Song on Sarah
McLachlan’s
“Surfacing”
album
25 Park
27 Two-point
Scrabble tile
28 “The Flame”
band
29 Observes
_

THE HEIGHTS HAS
A NEW AND IMPROVED
WEBSITE, UPDATED DAILY

JUST FOR YOU.
CHECK IT OUT.
BCHEIGHTS.COM.
30 Sign of
possession
32 Sierra
33 Isles of : Gulf
of Maine locale
40 Quarterly halfday exam
43 Constellation
next to Scorpius
50 Volga region
native
52 Acknowledge
silently
_

55 Bell or shell
lead-in
56 Squeezes (out)
58 Type size
59 Source of harm
60 Letters from
Lancaster
62 “Ouch!”
64 Festival d’
de Quebec:
annual music
event
65 Taste

GAIN THE PROFESSIONAL ADVANTAGE

V

M

2015 Study Options:

¦

fai

Certificate in Data Analytics
and Visualization
Certificate in Digital Journalism
Certificate in Digital Marketing
Certificate in Economics and Geopolitics
of Energy
Certificate in Events and Entertainment
Management

Certificate in Healthcare Administration
Certificate in Project Management
Certificate in Real Estate Residential
Property Management

Certificate in Scriptwriting
Certificate in Sports Media

Prepare yourself for the next steps in your
career this summer!
The NYU School of Professional Studies Professional Advantage
program is offering college juniors and seniors, as well as recent
college graduates, the opportunity to gain valuable career
development skills and a view into professional practice.
Two-week, professionally oriented intensive certificates allow you
to explore career options and to gain the competitive edge as
you think about your career path, apply to graduate school, or
search for that first job.

In addition to rigorous work in the classroom during the day,
several evenings will be devoted specifically to your career
development.
Career focused activities include attending networking events,
benefitting from employer site visits, and improving your
interviewing and resume-writing skills. You will learn to brand
yourself personally and professionally, while gaining valuable
industry-based knowledge.
New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. ©2015

NYU School of Professional Studies.

Application Deadline:
June 15, 2015
For more info and/or to apply:
sps.nyu.edu/professionaladvantageacademyos
Program Contact
Phone: (212) 998-7188

E-mail: spsprofessionaladvantage@nyu.edu

NYU SPS
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A FULLER PICTURE

Ripley returns
from cryosleep
Chris Fuller

ALEX STANLEY

In Carney, a creative collection
BY CHRIS FULLER | ASSOC. ARTS

Tucked

away in the first floor of Carney Hall,
theleast aestheticallypleasing building Boston
College has to offer, the Art Club’s Spring Stu-

dent Show highlights the talents of BC photographers
and painters. While it may be a bit hard to find, the
exhibit features some extremely inspiring pieces from
nine genuinely artistic students.
Firstly, to confront the only real issue with the
exhibit, Carney Hall was possibly the worst location
that could have been chosen to feature the event. There
is no practical reason why it should be there and ifyou
didn’t alreadyknow that theexhibit was in the building,
there would be fewreasons for any student to wander
down the hall and comeacross the marvelous showcase.
The show would be much more appropriately placed in
a library or a more heavily trafficked hall, but Carney,
with literallyno advertisement for the showcase, doesn’t
do the exhibition justice.
Each work lies suspendedagainst the wall, running down the main hall of Carney Hall’s Student
Organization meeting rooms. The modesty of the hall
both contributes to and detracts from the show, as
there is nothing to either distract or attract students
walking by.
The Spring Student Show demonstrated the
diverse talent ofBC artists. Whether it was format or
style, each piece was unique in presentation and meaning, and while some pieces were heavily emblematic of
historical styles and artists, these allusions in no way
hindered the originality of the artists’ works.
Relapse, by Tashrika Sharma, A&S 'l5, is the
most compositionally complex piece that the Spring
Show offers. Sharma arranged her piece in nine square

&

‘Shower Hour’ and ‘Untitled’ by Alexandra Deplas

HEIGHTS STAFF

of student work

REVIEW EDITOR

wood panels that form a larger, interconnected square
canvas. In a very Dadaist manner, nonsensical lines
and swirls tied together the piece. 3D triangles poke
out from the wood panels, giving the piece an added
depth. Despite its intriguing composition, Sharma
describes her piece as, “more of a failure for [her].”
Sharma aimed “to remove [her] mind from art making
and work through [her] hands,"but, through this stylization, she “ended up making this piece reminiscent
of [her] old style which is why [she] called it Relapse"
While Sharma may consider Relapseto be too similar
to her past works, it exemplifies Sharma’s creative
concepts and individual stylization.
Alexandra Deplas, A&S ’lB, has three pieces
in the student show, two of which, Shower Hour and
Untitled, have a similar configuration and style. Deplas
was inspired by “the black and white photography and
oil portraits that have been flooding [her] instagram
and tumblr feeds, and wanted to recreate something
similarly bold with a traditionally delicate medium
like watercolor.”
Inspiredby the ruggedness of painter Peter Terrin,
Deplas’ eerie depictionsare highly subjective. “The portrait is simply conveying a subject under rushing water,
someone may take away that the subject is upset and in
tears as a result ofmy edgy brush strokes,” Deplas said.
He enjoys leaving the majority of interpretation up to
the viewer and her distinct, distorted style helps with
the elasticity of meaning in her works.
Deplas’s third work, also a watercolor, is composed
ona larger canvas and features a shadedbull protruding
from a map of the U.S. and, more particularly, right out
of Texas. Again, Deplas is intrigued by the interpreta-

‘Relapse’ by Tashrika Sharma

/

tions ofthe viewers and this piece exemplifies her desire
from her audience.
One of the most visually striking paintings in the
gallery is Imagine by Lucas Xin Lu, A&S 'lB. In Lu’s
painting, kids on a swing carousel glide by a serene
and sublime sky as the viewer watches from below. On
conceptualizing his piece, Lu said, “I was going through
a phase of stress and pressure in life and therefore I
came up with the idea of a starry night and some innocent children to create a relaxing and imaginary feel
and setting.”
The magnificent color arrangement and blending
in the painting really contribute to the meaning behind
Lu’s painting. Lu wants to remind the viewer that
“although we seem to live in a world of complexities
and intricacies, we should always retain innocence and
pursue freedom in our hearts.”
Lea Oriol, A&S 15, has the most pieces in the
show with her four watercolor paintings. Yeu t’aime
and 77je Last Season, two equallywell sized landscapes,
demonstrate Oriol’s stunning color palette. Moving to
San Francisco after graduation, Oriol will not get to
experience the beauty and melancholy offall anymore
so [she] wanted to capture it... that by looking at [her]
pieces, peoplefeel transportedeither to a real or imaginative place that they cherish and that [her] paintings
remind them off
The Spring Student Art Showbrought together
an impressive group of BC artists that exhibited
compelling subjects and captivating composition.
Despite its poor setting, the exhibitshines as an inspiring collection of the talent that guides University
painters and photographers. ¦
to acquire variousreactions

‘lmagine’ by Lucas Xin Lu

‘Untitled’ by Alexandra Deplas

Following the poor reception of
director Ridley Scott’s Alien “prequel” Prometheus—which came nearly two decades
after the last film in the Alien universe was
released—Neil Blomkamp, the District
9 director, has taken up the helm of the
franchise, planning anew sequel with the
series’ original lead Sigourney Weaver.
The Alien franchise held me in an
inexpressible state of horror growing up.
My 5-year-old mind imagined innumerable terrors and monstrosities that filled
the box set of the series I came across at a
friend’s house. My friend’s mom noticed
I’d been intrigued by the iconic creature
on the front of the set and warned me very
seriously that Alien and its sequels would
be far too frightful for me at that age and
that even when she saw the films for the
first time, in her 20’s, that they were way
too much for her to handle. That woman
inspired a fear in me that lasted until about
a month ago, when I saw the first two films
in the series for the first time.
I was so utterly disappointed in my lack
offear or interest in what I saw. To be fair
to Ridley Scott and James Cameron, the
directors of the first two films, it has been
a long time since the films were released.
Scott’s admirable and holistic use of practical effects really shine through in Alien,
while Cameron’s sequel, Aliens, solidified
the alien and the series as cultural icons.
Time, however, has taken its toll on the
horror franchise.
Compared to gargantuan gore films
like Saw and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, theAlien movies lack the shock
value that I had greatly anticipated in my
reluctance to see any of them. Despite constant recommendations to see at least the
first film, I held off seeing any of them for
about 15 years because I was too scared to
face the menacing monster I’d created in
my own head.
I had imagined the terrible ways this
creature would mutilate its victims, but,
to my disappointment, the alien simply
sticks its second head/tongue into their
necks. In high definition, the alien plainly
looked like a man in a suit, but I feel like a
more grainy picture in a 70s theater would
obscure the effect just enough that the
alien would look inhuman. To their credit,
Alien and Aliens are not modern horror
films, but viewers today lack the historical
perspective to fully appreciate what Alien
meant to 70s and 'Bos viewers.
Horror films have fallen off the face
of the earth. Aside from The Cabin in the
Woods and Paranormal Activity, not many
horror flicks have gained critical praise
in the last decade. Few films can combine
disturbing cinematic elements with appropriate levels of pure shock value. Instead,
they favor one or the other, scarring viewers for life or going for cheap jump-gags.
Putting together Alien’s terrifying artistry and modern movie-making
techniques, Blomkamp’s Alien could be a
genuine horror flick, surpassing the hype
and acclimation of its predecessors. Sadly,
it could also be the travesty that puts the
franchise down for good (kind of like
Robert Rodriguez’s Predators).
Circulating rumors suggested that
Blomkamp’s film wouldfollow Aliens and
exist aside from its sequels, Alien 3 and
Alien Resurrection. I actually found these
rumors rather appealing. I felt that these
sequels were uninspired nonsense that put
the franchise right into the hiatus that it
currently resides in. Picking up the story
with Ripley directly after Aliens would give
her room to grow outside of the slump
that that the Aliens sequels put her into.
Sadly, Blomkamp denied these rumors
and is now in the process ofputting together multiple sequels.
With that, the future of the Alien
franchise looks rather bleak. I have,
however, a slim hope that Blomkamp can
pull off his vision and restore Alien to its
pinnacle fame and stature. The franchise
has enough of a name and history that it
can attract a rather large fan base, now
Blomkamp just needs to come through
with fulfillment.
The contemporary director has a vision that is appealing, but his overdone
themes and poorly written dialogue have
hindered Elysium and his newest release,
Chappie. His Alien, however, could be very
different. Blomkamp is working in a whole
new genre and with a reputable series
not based on his own concept. There isn’t
room for big drawn out societal themes
with a horror flick and that constriction
might be just what Blomkamp needs.
The Alien franchise is hanging by a
thread of relevance with a recent, highlypraised video game and the announcement of the series’ resumption, but there is
room for an epic comeback for Ripley and
the Xenomorphs. Hopefully, Blomkamp’s
revival isn’t a Chestburster waiting to kill
the franchise for good.

Chris Fuller is the Assoc. Arts d> Review
Editor for The Heights. He can be
reached at arts@bcheights.com.
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of Cards’ saunters on with a binge-worthy bluff

Sean Keeley
After three years, House of
Cards may have finally come
tumbling down.
Yes, that metaphor is an
obvious one, and maybe it’s
not entirely fair to the popular
Netflix drama, whose third
season was released on Feb. 27.
On the other hand, House of
Cards deserves that obvious,
hacky metaphor because its
scripts are so full of them. The
writers of House of Cards, chief
among them showrunner Beau
Willimon, don’t really trust
their audience with ambiguity.
They never introduce a theme
or symbol without underlining
it, twice and in boldface, before
having Kevin Spacey repeat it
to the camera once more to
make sure we all understand.
In other words, might be
the least subtle show on television. At the outset, that was
not such a bad thing: Spacey’s
blunt, straight-to-the-camera
monologues were a large part
of the appeal, giving us a direct
channel into Frank Underwood’s every thought and
political calculation. But after

three seasons, the formula has
grown stale and the writing has
taken a nosedive, revealing the
show’s limitations more clearly
than ever.
Take, for example, the
concluding scene of episode
four, which is for me an early
frontrunner for worst television writing of 2015. Frank
Underwood, now president
after a Machiavellian ascent in
the first two seasons, inexplicably pays a late night visit to his
local cathedral to talk spirituality with the bishop. Underwood says he can understand
the vengeful Old Testament
God, but not why Jesus would
sacrifice himself in a position
of weakness. Out of love, replies the bishop, before leaving
Underwood alone to privately
berate the crucifix hanging
over the altar. “Love. That’s
what you’re selling? Well, I
don’t buy it!” he sneers, spitting
on Jesus’s face and then accidentally causing the crucifix to
fall to the ground and shatter.
As Underwood walks away,
carrying a fragment of Jesus’
ear, he turns to the camera and
deadpans, “Well, I’ve got God’s
ear now.”

So many of the show’s faults
are present in that one scene.
It’s false to the character: Why
would Frank Underwood ever
seek private spiritual counsel?
It’s simply implausible: Why
would any president risk being
seen defacing a crucifix? It’s
filled with clumsy writing that
tells us what the characters are
thinking rather than dramatizing it. It’s a lame attempt to be
edgy that doesn’t stand up to
scrutiny, and that cringeworthy
last line just seals the deal.
Fortunately, this is the only
scene that finds Frank Underwood screaming at God. Most
of the season instead finds him
screaming at underlings, and
occasionally at his wife Claire
(Robin Wright) as he tries to
hold on to power in the White
blouse.

Season three marks a slight
departure from its predecessors, since it’s a story of Frank
exercising political power rather than clawing his way to the
top. But the political storylines

stretch the show’s plausibility to its breaking point. This
is a show where a Democratic
president tells the nation they
are entitled to nothing and

then dismantles the country’s
social safety net, and where the
White House hosts Pussy Riot
at a state dinner with the Russian

president.

Outside the political
realm, the storylines are more
grounded but less compelling.
The season wastes precious
time in tying up a loose end
that should have been resolved
last season, and resurrecting a
second-rate romance between
Democratic Congresswoman

Jackie Sharp (Molly

Parker)
and Chief of Staff Remy Danton (Mahershala Ali).
A promising storyline involving a Republican challenger to Underwood is casually
tossed aside, while the writers
devote increasing attention to
an ambling subplot about his
biographer.
If there is a reason to keep
watching House of Cards —and
considering I binged 13 episodes in four days, I suppose
there is—it is in seeing good
actors do their best with mediocre material. Robin Wright
continues to offer a master
class in subtle underplaying,
which is no small feat considering the heavy-handed writing.

Elizabeth Marvel, who appeared as the Solicitor General
prosecuting the Walker administration last season, makes a
name for herself with a greatly
expanded role. And several
newcomers also spice up the
proceedings—especially Lars
Mikkelsen as a Vladimir Putin
stand-in and the ever-reliable
Kim Dickens as an anti-Underwood journalist.
Such talents, both in front
of and behind the camera,
sometimes make House of
Cards seem like more substantial material than it really is.
The show desperately wants to
be seen as a sophisticated and
complex drama, but it’s really
a political soap opera graced
with A-rate talent and mood
lighting. It goes down easy if
you don’t think about it too
much, but you may just regret
the time wasted when it’s over.
House of Cards is a wolf in
sheep’s clothing, just like Frank
Underwood himself.

Sean Keeley is a senior staff
columnist for The Heights.
He can be reached at arts@
bcheights.com.

Clarkson can’t seem to ‘Breakaway’ from her past in new record
By Alyssa Campbell

For The Heights
Kelly Clarkson’s new album
Piece by Piece is exactly what you
would expect to get from a Clarkson album. She plays it pretty safe
overall, keeping the poppy sounding, heart wrenching lyrics that
we have come to associate with
the cleancut American Idol winner. Fortunately, Clarkson does
provide her common listener with
a few twists.
The album starts out with her
catchy, upbeat single “Heartbeat
Song,” which reached No. 37 on
the Hot 100 chart. The catchy
tune adds some brightness and
color to the album. It has the kind
of chorus that runs through your
head on repeat all day, which in
this case does not necessarily
move in a good way. In “Heartbeat
Song,” Clarkson sings some rather
cliche lyrics about turning it up
all night long in an exciting and
new relationship. It’s a feel-good
song —nothing
groundbreaking,
but a fun listen at least.
She then throws in something
a bit unexpected with a techno
beat in “Take You High.” The song
isn’t exactly uniform with the rest
of the album, but it is certainly
something different from any-

thing else she has ever done. The
song is more about the sound than
the lyrics. It’s a bit repetitive and
loses its meaning in the overlapping sounds, but it is intriguing
to listen to nonetheless. It comes
off in a bit of a desperate attempt
to stay relevant, without actually
committing to the techno genre.
From there, the album takes a
more somber tone. She returns to
her ballads about heartbreak and
finding the strength to recover,
even hitting on some deeper
personal notes regarding broken
family life in “Piece by Piece.” In
a second attempt to get some relevant notice, the album features
a duet with John Legend, a more
relevant artist who has put out
hits such as “All of Me” and Oscar
winning “Glory.”
At first, “Run Run Run” seems
promising, but it’s a rather disappointing collaboration between
Clarkson and Legend, getting
lost in the mix among the other
slightly over dramatic songs. The
song misses a great opportunity to
bring together two great vocalists
who possess natural talent.
The next breath of fresh air
and fun doesn’t come again until
the 11th song in the album. In
“Dance With Me,” Clarkson invites the listeners to dance and

forget about everything else for
the night over and over
and
over. It’s yet another song that
talks about a “warm embrace” and
“lovers kiss,” and though Clarkson
keeps it light, the song comes off
...

as a fluff piece in an attempt to
create anew sound for herself, one
that can be categorized as dance
or party music.
Despite the attempts she has
made in her new album to create
a fresh and relevant sound, it’s
hard to get past the lyrics that are

so reminiscent of our past days
as middle school students, feeling
inspired by lyrics that are simply

about power, strength, and making a comeback from the boy who
left you with nothing but scars.
How many bad relationships and
heartbreaks can one person have
to create yet another album about
the same dilemma? It leaves you
wondering how sincere the album,
and Clarkson, really is.
It’s hard to tell whether the
album and her work at this point is

a real attempt to reach out and encourage her female fans to never
give up and to be strong or just
an effort to ride out the wave of
success that came with emotional
ballads she started years ago as the
first winner of American Idol.
You can’t deny there are some

catchy beats scattered throughout Piece by Piece, but when
it’s over, there isn’t much to be
remembered. Sometimes isn’t it
better to just quit while you’re

boy band. There is a bit of contro-

Eileen Kao
For the Heigh ts
England’s new boy band sensation Rixton arrives in earnest.
With the band’s debut album, Let
The Road, Rixton’s popularity is
slowing climbing in both the Ul<
and the U.S. The band consists
of four members —Jake Roche
on vocals, Charley Bagnall on
the guitar, Danny Wilkin playing
the bass and keyboards, and Lewi
Morgan providing the drums. The
band is not sound like your usual

versy over originality when comparing the band’s songs compared
to established contemporaries
Maroon 5 and One Direction.
Looking at Rixton’s first album,
there are some positive aspects of
the sound, but the negatives are
just too hard to overlook.
The album starts off with
the title track “Let the Road.”
The song sounds original—the
majority the song doesn’t even
involve any instrumentation and

instead

turns to harmonizing

MUMFORD
“Believe”

TOP ALBUMS

1 Dark Sky Paradise
Big Sean
2 First Kiss
Kid Rock
3 Fifty Shades Of Grey
Various Artists
4 If You’re Reading
This, It’s Too Late
Drake
51989
Taylor Swift
Source: Billboard.com

MUSIC VIDEO
OF THE WEEK
BY DANIEL LYLE

CIARA

Following a very highly
publicized split with auto-

PIECE BY PIECE
KELLY CLARKSON
PRODUCED BY
RCA RECORDS
RELEASED
FEB. 27, 2015
OUR RATING

PHOTO COURTESY OF RCARECORDS

vocals to really demonstrate the
band’s collective ability. The last
song on the album, “Whole,” has
a similar quality to “Let the Road”
in that parts of the song are also
sung in a show-tune way, with
one boy harmonizing over and
after the others. Both of these
songs showcase the band’s talent more than most of its pop
power ballads. The vulnerability
of these bare track allows the
natural talent of the band to shine

through without

an

overbearing

presence of auto tune. The band

PHOTO COURTESY OF SCHOOL BOY RECORDS

&

1 Uptown Funk!
Mark Ronson
2 Thinking Out Loud
Ed Sheeran
3 Sugar
Maroon 5
4 Love Me Like You Do
Ellie Goulding
5 FourFiveSeconds
Rihanna
6 Take Me To Church
Hozier
7 Style
Taylor Swift
8 Blank Space
Taylor Swift

“I BET”

LETTHEROAD
RIXTON
PRODUCED BY
SCHOOL BOY RECORDS
RELEASED
MARCH. 3, 2015
OUR RATING

SINGLE REVIEWS

TOP SINGLES

ahead? ¦

Rixton’s debut rarely eclipses the work of yesteryear’s boy bands
By

CHART TOPPERS

is better when you can hear the
the album continthe music grows
increasingly familiar to today’s
pop radio landscape.
The comparisons to Maroon
5 are already evident in the second song on the album, “Wait On
Me.” The song is an easy piece of
evidence for the direct comparison critics have made between
Rixton and the older band. The
song is pleasant enough for
a typical pop tune, but there
isn’t anything quite special to
it. Listening to Rixton’s music,
it’s easy to hear the similarities.
Later in the album, “Me and
My Broken Heart” and “We All
Want the Same Thing” seem like
simplified versions of two recent
Maroon 5 favorites “Sugar” and
“Animals.” Although Rixton has
their particular catchy rhythm
down, the fact that they sound
so similar to Maroon 5 seems to
ruin the magic of the band.
There are also songs that really just don’t fit on the album.
These include “Appreciated,”
“I Like Girls,” “Speakerphone,”
and “Hotel Ceiling.” The band
actually shows an interesting
range, from sounding like Bruno
Mars to One Direction. There
is, however, enough auto-tune
to prevent listeners from discovering anything beyond the
raw voices. As
ues, however,

superficial shells of these songs,
masking the full range of Rixton’s

abilities.
Although people might be
able to find most of the album
enjoyable to dance to at parties,
if one is searching for real content, this might not be the place
to 100k —specially
after hearing
“I Like Girls,” which does little
more than objectify women.
Most tracks don’t have significance. The rest of the songs are
mainly sappy heartbreak songs
that make the artists seem a bit
too happy to have just broken
up.
Rixton tries hard to differentiate itself from the legion
of aspiring and established boy
bands, and instead hits another

familiar

note —that

being Adam

Levine’s notable falsettos. Rixton steers its course away from
generic pop punk and ends up in
another common form of pop.
Had Rixton tried to make its
songs sound more like “Whole”
and “Let The Road,” the group
could have offered something
truly unique, presenting an a
cappella, show-tune aesthetic
fresh to the music industry. But
this boy band needs to mature
some before that happens. Maybe with time, the Rixton boys will
realize that they have no need to
sound like another band. ¦

tuned R&B songster Future,
Ciara has released a powerful
and self-asserting single and
accompanying music video
“I Bet.”
In this song and its accompanying music video,
Ciara bets on the inevitable
likelihood that her ex-lover
will miss her deeply and painfully when she moves on from
him. The notable keyword
here: “when.”
She has evidently not
moved on from her ex-lover
yet, and the music video essentially works to captivates
this. As a result, the visuals
are empowering at times and
vulnerable at others.
The video mainly portrays
a provocative and energized
Ciara (in dress, pose, and
essence) in an all white, especially pristine environment.
In this space, she embodies perfection. Somehow,
even in such a pure and sensual environment, it is not
enough for her ex-lover to
have kept hold of her.

Every once-powerful
movement is soon tinged
by a feeling of sadness. It’s

natural, she had to part ways
with someone she loved. And
with this subtle sadness, dark
colors are introduced into the
video to highlight the change
in mood.
“I Bet” is more than just a
song and music video about
resilience and pain. It’s about
possibility and progression.
As the video goes on,
we see that she becomes
more confident in her movements.

She shows off her moves
and her perfection more
confidently. Even while being
conscious of her ex’s mistake,
Cia still creates a an engaging
piece of art. ¦

BY DANIEL LYLE

SONS

KANYE WEST
“All Day”
If you can give this song the time to set
in, it will settle in. The latest Mumford
& Sons offering is a powerful ballad
that is birthed in an ambient-rock body.
Once the song realizes its complete
destiny, and the spacey intro finally
subsides, it becomes an epic and worthy
introspective ride.

SNOOP DOGG
“Peaches N' Cream”
This modern day achievement will have
you ready to build pyramids. Kanye
combines a hard-hitting trap vibe with
traditional braggadocio lyricism. He
enlists new artist Allan Kingdom (and Paul
McCartney) to provide an intriguing hook.
Mr. West still sounds like he calls himself
“Yeezus" every now and then.

Overheard: “Snoop Dogg still makes
songs?" “Yeah, I mean they aren’t good,
but this one came out like a week ago."
Just kidding. I could see this classic
Pharrell produced slow jam getting a pass
in many circles. It has a laidback & soulful
vibe, and Charlie Wilson’s ad-libs take it to
a higher place.
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Too bad everything can't be as easy as
knowing if you qualify for the EITC.

ESI

We’re doing more than ever to help you find out if you’re eligible for
the Earned Income Tax Credit. Discover all theways we’re here to help.
Call us, talk to your tax preparer, or go to www.irs.gov/eitcand have
the EITC Assistant walk you through each eligibility requirement.
Internal Revenue Service
www.irs.gov/eitc

&

Peace Corps Visits Boston College

1.800.TAX.1040

2015 New England Study Abroad Returnee Conference

Saturday, February 28,10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Yawkey Center Murray Room
-

Choose where you want to go. Apply in one hour.
Make a difference overseasas a Peace Corps Volunteer

peacecorps.gov 855.855.1961
-
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Just tell your teammates you missed the race because you were getting stoned. They’ll understand.
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YOUR ANTI-DRUG.

it's not

fault

by TheShelterPetProject.org

BOSTON
UNIVERSITY
Boston University Study Abroad
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WHERE WILL YOU STUDYABROAD?

Internships

•

Liberal Arts Language
•

•

Science

•

Engineering

INTERN ABROAD
All InternshipPlacements Are:
Guaranteed for each student
Personalized for each student
Project-based/academically directed
•

•

•

Common Program Features:
Open to all majors
Qualityacademic courses to
•

•

complement the internship
Full-time staff at each site
Housing provided
Organized excursions and activities
Financial aid available
•

•

•
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V ABROAD
Common Program Features:
Open to all majors
Qualityacademic courses
Full-time staff at each site
Housing provided
Organized excursions and activities
Financialaid available

DO YOU
WANT THAT
SAFE OR
MEDIUMSAFE?

•

•
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•

•

The Leader in International Internships.
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USE A FOOD THERMOMETER
TO MAKE SURE YOU COOK RAW
MEAT AND POULTRY TO A

BACTERIA-KILLING TEMPERATURE.
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No worries

Weekend’s winner will
head to HEA Semifinals
From Hockey Preview, 810
stay focused on just this weekend—not
the Garden, not Nationals. This is a key
weekend for our club, I think.”

BC is matching up against a team that
preys on its biggest weakness: special
teams. The Catamounts are one of the
country’s best overall teams —on the
power play, on the penalty kill, or in

accumulating penalties.
Head coach Kevin Sneddon’s team is
the fourth-least penalized team in the
country (163 penalties for 329 minutes),
the second-best in HEA (behind Merrimack) in penalty kill effectiveness (120of-136, 88.5 percent), and third-best in
HEA (behind BU and Northeastern) in
power play scoring (29-of-141, 20.57
percent), per the USCHO website.
This could pose a problem for an
Eagles team that struggles in both power
play offense and keeping the fifth man
on the ice. BC ranks 42nd in the country
when having the man advantage, the
fourth-worst clip in HEA, scoring only
20 goals in 133 chances (a 15.04 percentage). In addition, BC is the 24th-most
penalized team, with 186 penalties for
399 minutes, the third-most in HEA.
Although the Eagles’ defense remains
sharp on the penalty kill —12th nationally, third in HEA behind Merrimack
and Vermont, with 131 kills in 150
chances for an 87.3 percent clip—these
other deficiencies may hurt them over
the weekend.
Penalties have burned the Eagles in
several games this season, most notably the opening round of the Beanpot
against Northeastern. BC gave the Huskies six power play opportunities—NU
capitalized on two of them, denying the
Eagles a chance at a sixth consecutive
Beanpot title. York noted that special
teams are a crucial importance for his
team heading into this weekend’s series.
“The tendency in the playoffs is that they
[the referees] don’t call many penalties,”
York said. “When you get a power play or
you get a penalty, you’ve got to be really
on top of your game.”
Like the Eagles, the Catamounts are
stacked on the blue line. Led by defenseman Mike Paliotta, Vermont ranks
12th nationally in defense, second-best
in HEA (Providence leads) with 2.22
goals allowed on average per game
(GAA). York believes the Chicago Blackhawks’ prospect is the pivotal player on
Sneddon’s team. “Well I think certainly
their big defenseman Paliotta [is the
key to the series],” York said. “He’s been
their leader, he’s a fourth-year guy, and
he’s got like 35 points, which is, in this
day and age, it’s hard to get points. His
physical presence is certainly a big factor
for Vermont.”
BC’s strength also comes from its
defensemen. The Eagles rank 17th in
team defense—fourth
in HEA—with
2.35 GAA. York’s blue line crew, especially Hanifin, Mike Matheson, and lan
McCoshen, plays huge a role for the
team offensively as well. Routinely, BC’s
forwards employ the defensemen in the
attack, especially in 3-on-2 situations.
Often these Eagles can join the attack
late and add surprise shots from beyond

for women
From Column, 810

the circles, once the forwards are set
up in front of the net, adding a dangerous threat for BC’s offense. As for their
physicality, York believes BC and UVM
will go head-to-head defensively. “I
would think more playoffhockey—tight,
tight checking,” York said. “There’s not
going to be a lot of offensive chances.
1 think a lot of teams play a little more
close to the vest. I would expect a pretty
good defensive battle.”
It’s Vermont’s men between the
Mike Santaguida
pipes—goaltenders
and Brody Hoffman —who provide the
most intrigue in this matchup. The tandem have put together impressive surface numbers, yet a deeper look at their
statistics reveals a deeper understanding
to their performance this season.
While amassing a 11-5-2 overall
record with a 2.27 GAA and a .909 save
percentage, Hoffman is just 0-3-1 against
four of the teams remaining in the HEA
Tournament. He allowed three goals
each to BU (25 saves in 43:02 on Jan.
23) and Providence (18 saves in 29:39
on Nov. 14), not to mention a gamewinning goal by Tuch in only 26:49 on
Valentine’s Day. Much of his wins came
early in the season, when Vermont was
at its hottest —meanwhile,
he hasn’t
played since that game against BC.
The Eagles should expect to see
Santaguida throughout the series, which
should cause York’s forwards to rejoice.
In 24 games, Santaguida compiled a
9-8-2 record, seventh in the league in
GAA (1.93) and also has a .927 save
percentage.

Like his team, which has struggled
in the new year, Santaguida has been
more down-to-earth in HEA play: 5-62 with a 2.24 GAA. Some of his worst
performances have come against HEA’s
better teams: he’s 2-4-1 against teams
remaining in the tournament (he also

gave up four goals to NU).
Go even deeper, and those two wins
aren’t even impressive feats: the first
came against Providence on Nov. 15,
in the middle of UVM’s hot streak.
Granted, the second came against BC,
but it was on one of the Eagles’ most
pitiful offensive performances of the
year. He also faltered in the stretch in
that game by allowing Tuch to score
a game-tying goal with only seconds
remaining. He then followed up that
performance with an embarrassing one
the next day, also against BC, when he
allowed five goals with only 18 saves in
30 minutes. In total, he has given up
2.57 goals in these decisions.
By contrast, BC goaltender Thatcher
Demko is all kinds of hot right now. His
HEA play has been in line with his overall season performance—l 2-7-3, 2.1682
GAA (a little under his overall season
average of 2.1814) and a .924 save
percentage. Demko struggled against
HEA’s top teams BU, Providence,
UMass-Lowell, and Notre Dame —compiling a 4-5-1 record. As for his actual
performance, Demko has given up a
whopping 2.6 goals per game, including two games of four goals (BU and
UMass-Lowell, both early in the season)
and one of five—his worst game of the
season in BC’s 6-5 win over Vermont

DREW HOO

/
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The Eagles split the regular season series with Vermont, with a 3-2 OT loss and 6-5 win.
itself on Feb. 14.
The Eagles prepare with a solid,
albeit different, attack plan against
Vermont, according to York. The team
has adjusted the lines, originally in
reaction to Destry Straight’s difficulties —he missed several practices after
sustaining a minor concussion at Notre
Dame and suffered a bout of walking
pneumonia. Straight will drop to the
third line with seniors Quinn Smith and
Michael Sit, while Chris Calnan will rise
to the right wing spot on the second
line, with Austin Cangelosi heading to
center and Ryan Fitzgerald staying on
the left side. The primary scoring line
of Adam Gilmour, Sanford, and Tuch
will remain the same.
“It was done based on practice time,
but how we’ve looked it, we’re thinking
‘Hey, this looks pretty good,”’ York said.
“We need someone to help Gilmour’s
line. They’ve been our main line all year,
creating offense and zone play.” York
feels that moving Cangelosi to center
and putting Sit in a better position to

utilize his speed should help the three
lines combine for a higher balance of
the forwards’ talents.
And while BC is the hotter team
coming into this matchup, Vermont
has struggled. The team finished strong
to end 2014 —a
seven-game win streak
put the Catamounts in the national
eye early. Since then, UVM is a mere
6-10-3.
The Eagles collapsed in the HEA
quarterfinals against the Fighting Irish
last season, despite entering with a far
stronger team (especially on offense).
Although normally quite reserved,
York exuded confidence in his team’s
chances against Vermont. The team’s
biggest weapon, the head coach believes, would come from a strong crowd
at Kelley Rink.
“The fan base we’ve had all year has
been terrific, and now we need them
to come back out,” York said, lamenting disappointing crowds in previous
years’ quarterfinal rounds. “We need
that seventh player.” ¦

dwelling Oakland Raiders, the Pats were
thrashed by the quicker, stronger Kansas
City Chiefs. Tom Brady looked like the
38-year-old that he actually is, the running
game was nonexistent, and the defense was
abominable. People called for the start of
the Jimmy Garoppolo era, and Boston was
damn near ready to explode.
But to the Patriots’ credit, they identified
their weaknesses, made the proper adjustments, and kept charging ahead. After a
while, Tommy started looking terrific again.
The midseason addition ofrunning back
LeGarrette Blount had the ground game
rolling. And after giving up more than 30
points twice in the first four weeks, no one
dropped more than 25 points on the Pats’
defense for the rest of the regular season.
The Patriots won nine of their next 10
games following the loss in Kansas City en
route to their fourth Super Bowl victory.
Now consider the National Hockey
League, in which the team with the best
record has only won the Stanley Cup twice
since the 2004 lockout. When it comes
down to it, the team that wins the championship is the one that’s riding the hottest
streak. Whether it’s a lethal scoring punch, a
lockdown defensive pairing, or a stone-cold
goaltender, a championship team has one
of those units playing at its highest level just
at the right time. BC certainly didn’t play its
best hockey in Hyannis against the Terriers —it shouldn’t require much for the 33-2-2
Eagles to flip the switch against Clarkson.
The most concerning issue for BC,
though, is that its only two losses were in its
most important games. National Championships are not won or lost in the Beanpot,
but the Boston tournament is a pretty good
indicator of the city’s best. While the Eagles
have shown the resiliency to thoroughly
dominate regular season games, they’ve
crumbled under the pressure of their two
championship games. Additionally, two
losses in 37 games is not disconcerting
in and of itself, but the fact that each of
those defeats have come away from Conte
Forum—where BC is still perfect—should
sound some alarms in the locker room. The
Eagles will obviously have to win at a neutral
site in order to take home the national title,
so Alex Carpenter & Cos. will have to get
used to a few days without the comfort of
Conte’s home cooking.
Considering BC was playing Harvard
and BU for the second and fourth times, respectively, not too much stock should be put
into these losses. The Eagles have yet to lose
when playing a team for the first time this
season. But with both of the other schools in
the eight-team bracket, BC will possibly get
a chance to exorcise its Boston demons and
exact revenge on its local foes.
Although Poulin stuck a dagger in BC’s
conference championship hopes, she might
have improved its odds at capturing the
national title. The Eagles get one last chance
to diagnose its problems, and make the
necessary corrections.
The Hockey East loss knocks the Eagles
down, but it doesn’t knock them out. And
in the end, they’re going to be better for
it—because sometimes, a loss can be a win
in the long run.

Tom DeVoto is the Asst. Sports
Editor for The Heights. He can be
reached at sports@bcheights.com

Eagles sneak away with win in ACC Tournament First Round
By

Jack Stedman

Assoc. Sports Editor
Dimitri Batten doesn’t go to the
postgame press conferences, and his name
doesn’t stick out on the box score. But his
gritty and disruptive defense transcends any
statistic. He didn’t hit the game-winning
shot, but he epitomizes the culture of the
program and symbolizes the biggest reason
why Boston College (13-18.4-14) advanced
past Georgia Tech (12-19, 5-13), 66-65, in
the first round of the ACC Tournament.
“The resiliency of the team the last three
weeks is what I’m really proud of)’ head
coach Jim Christian said.
Watch how the 6-foot-3 guard plays on
every possession, and you’ll start to notice
BC’s incredible ability to bounce back.
“My role is to bring the toughness and
be the momentum of the team,” Batten said.
“Once I play hard everybody else plays off
of me.”
Before the game began, Batten set the
tone as the starters were being announced.
Rocketing off of his seat, he soared through
the tunnel of teammates, leaped into the
air, and bounced off Garland Owens like a
spring uncoiling all of its pent-up energy
at once.

In the game, he hit the floor more than
anyone. While contesting a layup, Batten
took a forearm straight to the nose and
was sent to the bench to recover. Later, he
was sent crashing to the floor by an almost
unfair screen from the 276-pound body of

Charles Mitchell.
The Yellow Jackets bullied and beat up
Batten throughout the afternoon, but with
the game on the line, the bruised guard was
there to jump a passing lane and feed Olivier
Hanlan down court for the easy layup, puting the Eagles up one with 41 seconds left.
“We knew it was game by then,” Batten said.
Of course, the game wasn’t over then.
Tadric Jackson hit a jumperwith 28 seconds
to play to put Georgia Tech back up by one,
and BC had to rely on the magic of Hanlan
to deliver a victory.
Seeing a switch on defense and anew
mismatch, Hanlan attacked Robert Sampson, hitting him with a pull-up jumperfrom
the baseline with 10 seconds left.
Georgia Tech’s game plan was clear from
the start of the game: utilize all 545 pounds
ofDemarco Cox and Mitchell.
“We really wanted to emphasize getting
the ball inside and controlling the glass and
I thought we did a good job of that,” Georgia
Tech head coach Brian Gregory said.
On the boards, the Yellow Jacketshad
the obvious advantage. Lacking both size
and depth in the frontcourt, BC is only one
of three teams in the ACC with a negative

rebounding margin.
The stats tell this tale: The Yellow Jackets
finished with a 43-26 rebounding advantage
over BC, including 19 offensive boards, and
scored a whopping 28 second-chance points.
“I thought their second effortto the ball was
greater than ours tonight,” Christian said.
Time after time, a loose ball in the air

tipped off a BC player’s hand, and a Yellow

Jacket snatched it up while Christian threw
his arms up in the air. But for each mismatch
the Eagles had on the boards, they made up
for with the offensive play of their guards.
Despite an off-night for Aaron
Brown—the forward couldn’t attack the
rim with regularity, settling for poor shots
and finishing with only three points—the
BC backcourt clearly held the advantage
over Georgia Tech. Hanlan and Heckmann
finished 25 and 19 points, respectively, and
shot a combined 45 percent from the field.
“I have that mismatch on offense, but
also I’m the mismatch on defense,” Heckmann said. “It evens out.”
The mismatches on both sides, and the
game plans that form around them, mask
the intangibles of BC that led the team to a
fourth straight victory.
“We believe in ourselves now when we
go into every game,” Heckmann said. “We
know we can win and we’ve proven that.
Everything has come together a little more,
and that has helped us.”
“The team just continues to compete,
fight, and stay together,” Christian said. “And
obviously at the end of the game, you put the
ball in the hands of a special player, he makes
a play, and you’re lucky to win.
For this tournament, Christian took a
page from the playbook of the great Jim
Valvano, a former head coach ofNC State.
“You don’t have to play great to advance
in tournament play)’ Christian said. “You just
have to advance.” ¦

DREW HOO / HEIGHTS EDITOR

John Cain Carney goes for a layup past Georgia Tech’s big men as Dimitri Batten watches.
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Game of the Week

From Last Picks

The lacrosse team notched the program's
first-ever victory against No. 2 Syracuse, a
10-9 win, launching BC to a No. 3 ranking. On
Senior Day at Conte Forum, the men's basketball team took down Wake Forest, 79-61.
The men's hockey team split its series with
Notre Dame: BC won 2-0 last Friday before
falling 3-1 last Saturday. Liverpool defeated
Manchester City by a 2-1 margin last week.
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Women’s Hockey

Clarkson
College vs

Guest Editor:
Maggie Powers
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BC

BC

BC

BC, 2-1

BC, 2-0

BC, 2-0

BC, 2-0

Louisville, 2-1

Louisville, 3-0

Louisville, 2-1

Louisville, 3-0

With a disappointing 4-1 loss to Boston University
in the Hockey East Finals behind them, the topranked Eagles set their sights on a national championship. First, they must get through No. 7 Clarkson
on Saturday in the NCAA Quarterfinals before BC
can book its ticket to the Ridder Arena in Minnesota next weekend. The Eagles have dominated
opponents all season with a soul-crushing offensive
attack, averaging 5.11 goals per game, .6 more than
second place Minnesota. BC, however, should be
wary of the Golden Knights, as they defeated the
Eagles last season in the quarterfinal round.

Lowell, 2-1

Lowell, 2-1

Lowell, 2-1

Notre Dame, 2-1

Saturday, 1 p.m. at Kelley Rink

Managing Editor

"It's pants or get fired."
MICHAEL SULLIVAN

This Week's Games

Sports Editor

Women's Hockey: No. 1 BC vs. Clarkson
Men's Hockey: No. 9BC vs. No. 17 Vermont
Baseball: BC

@

Louisville

Hockey East: Notre Dame vs. UMass-Lowell

JACKSTEDMAN

Assoc. Sports Editor

Asst. Sports Editor

TOM DEVOTO

MAGGIE POWERS
Managing Editor

BC’s tired legs plagued the team during its last game this year
From ACC Tournament, 810
half, and Christian had to deal with foul
trouble from too many players throughout the game.
On the opposite bench, the Tar Heels
did exceptionally well to limit Hanlan.
J.P. Tokoto only finished with six points
because his primary concern was guarding the top scorer in the ACC.
After making his first shot, Hanlan missed his next seven shots. His
19 points on the night are par for the
course, but he hit 5-of-19 shots from
the field while adding seven points from
the free throw line.
On offense, the Tar Heels made
highlight reel play after highlight reel
play, each one getting bigger after feeding off the overwhelmingly blue and
white crowd.
Early in the second half, when BC
started stringing some defensive stops
with breakaway dunks, the Tar Heels
responded with a statement of their
own. The Eagles could only watch as
Justin Jackson received an alley-oop
from half court and finished with the

Stanwick’s

and-one.
“I thought they got the ball where
they wanted to play and made a tremendous amount of key plays in late clock
situations,” Christian said.
The name and the number on the
back of the North Carolina jerseys did
not matter, as every fast break point,
every slam dunk, and every rejection
off the backboard by any one of the Tar
Heel athletes took a little bit more out
of BC’s fight.
BC stuck around, largely in part to
a stretch where UNC missed 8-of-10
attempts, but the game was never as
close as the score indicated and the
Eagles could not make up the ground
they lost at the end of first half, which
ended with a 13-point UNC lead, despite Christian’s belief that the game
wasn’t over.
“I always think we have enough in
the tank,” Christian said.
But just as Hicks caught up to
Heckmann for the block, the Tar Heels
were quicker than BC the whole way
and, in the end, ran the Eagles out of
the gym. ¦

overtime goal clinches a close win over Louisville

By Tommy Meloro

net, as hard as she could manage, as theball

Heights Staff

left her stick. She tumbled to the turf. By the
time she got up, the ball had beaten Peacock
and was nestled in the back of the net. Stanwick dropped her stick and lifted her arms
in celebration. With six seconds to go in the
game, Stanwick had given No. 3 BC (7-0,3-0
ACC) its first lead of the game against the
No. 12 Cardinals (5-1, 0-1 ACC) 16-15, and
that’s the way the game would end.
Though BC scored 16 in total, its offense
was fairly stagnant during the first half. It
took almost five minutes for BC’s attackers
to even touch the ball in their offensive zone,
and 7:51 had passed when Sarah Mannelly
finally netted the first goal for the Eagles.
They ended the first half with six goals, but
three of those goals came within 2:32, going
through long scoring droughts uncharacteristic for a team laden with so many different
weapons.
BC head coach Acacia Walker attributed

Boston College had been clawing its way
back all game. Covie Stanwick, along with
her partner-in-crime Mikaela Rix, led the
charge. Despite a massive early hole, the
Eagles fought to send the game to overtime.
Now, the game was in danger of going to a
second overtime.
The Eagles had called a play from the
sideline, but the Louisville defense, as stout
as it had been all day, stifled whatever BC
had planned. Stanwick, the ball in her stick,
knew she had to make something happen
as time wound down with less than 10
seconds left.
Stanwick drove to her left, beating her
defender. But she was losing her angle on
Louisville goalie Ashley Peacock, who had
made seven saves on the day. Stanwick
wound up, and let the ball fly toward the

SCOREBOARD
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The Eagles gave it their best effort in the game, highlighted by double-digitpoint efforts by Brown and Hanlan, but it wasn’t enough.

IBC

her team’s early struggles to two things: a
lack of execution on both ends of the field,
and Louisville’s own prowess. She had full
faith in her team, however, saying “It was
a great test of the character of our team,
rather than X’s and O’s. We weren’t executing exactly the way we wanted to execute,
but I believed it would come down to the
emotion behind the game.”
Whatever emotion the Eagles lacked in
the first half, they came out with in spades
in the second. Another fast start from the
Cardinals put them up 10-6, but BC gained
momentum and tied it up for the first time
since the game was scoreless. The Cardinals
never had more than a three-goal lead for the
rest of the game (and even that lead lasted
just 37 seconds). With Louisville giving BC
everything it could handle, the Eagles managed to tie the game just once more, but did
it when it counted. With 43 seconds left,
Stanwick found Rix on the right side of the
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crease, where she whipped a shot past Peacock into the top right corner of the net.
The defensive lapses thathad plagued BC
all game, however, nearly came back to haunt
them. As Walker would say after the game,
“Yeah, lots. There’s lots of concerns after

that game.” Louisville had sliced and diced
through BC’s defenders time and again, with
speedy attackers Kaylin Morissette, Hannah
Kiloski, and Faye Brust doing most of the
damage. Those threeattackers led Louisville
to leads of 4-0, 6-1, 10-6, and 13-10 with
multiple stretches of pure dominance. BC
sophomore goalie Zoe Ochoa was a rock
in net, making seven saves. But the most
important one came after Rix’s tying goal.
A bad turnover by Stanwick led to a fast
break for the Cardinals, who managed to
get a shot off as time was expiring, but a deft
reaction from Ochoa deflected the yellow
rubber sphere away from the orange posts
outlining the net, sending the game to over-
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time, where Stanwick’s heroics occured.
The game ended Louisville’s unbeaten
season at 5-0, but that didn’t stop Walker or
Stanwick from being effusive in their praise
of the Cardinals after the game.
“I was worried about this team before we
even started playing,” Walker said. “I think
they’re the best team we’ve played all year.
Oh, yeah. By far.” Stanwick agreed with her
coach, praising Louisville’s toughness and
energy, but saying BC’s veteran presence
kept them focused. “I can remember in
years past, that’s been an issue and I think
having veterans on offense has helped that
out a lot.”
Ifboth Walker and Stanwick are right, it
seems unlikely that BC will need to spend too
much time this year relying on comebacks,
but on Wednesday afternoon, they needed
Stanwick to make some sort of miraculous,
tumbling game-winning shot, and she came
through in the nick of time. ¦
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Eagles prepare for best-of-three quarterfinal series vs.
By

Michael Sullivan

Sports Editor

freshmen Noah Hanifin, Alex Tuch, and
Zach Sanford in a thrilling 4-2 victory
over crosstown rival BU in mid-January,
BC rocketed back into the national eye
with a 11-4-2 record in the new year.
And now, after a 20-11-2 season —127-3 in Hockey East (HEA) —BC
goes
back to square one.

This weekend at Kelley Rink, the
third-seeded Eagles will face off against
the seventh-seeded University of Vermont (20-13-4, 10-9-3 HEA) in a best-

of-three HEA Quarterfinals series.
The winner will face off in the HEA
Semifinals next Friday night at the TD
Garden.
In the octofinals last week, the
Catamounts faced off against the 10thseeded University of Maine Black Bears
in a three-game set at the Gutterson
Fieldhouse. Vermont, the clear favorite,
struggled in the series—although Maine
has a middle-of-the-road offense, the
Catamounts had problems putting away
a Black Bears’ defense that allows 3.26

goals per game, 50th (out of 59 teams) in
college hockey and the second-worst in
HEA (UMass is at the bottom). Vermont
and Maine split 4-2 contests before the
Catamounts won the third game 3-2 in
overtime.
Nevertheless, Vermont is not a
team the Eagles can take lightly—the
Catamounts are the No. 19 team in the
nation. “They [the Catamounts] have
our attention,” York said. “We want to

See Hockey Preview, B
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Thirty-four games. Five months.
One hell of a roller coaster ride on the
USCHO poll.
“Unanticipated” is a good word to describe the 2014-15 season for the Boston
College men’s hockey team. Many in the
college hockey world had high expectations for the Eagles—perhaps too high
for a team that lost three of the nation’s
five top scorers from a season ago—be-

stowing upon them the lofty fourth slot
on the preseason rankings.
BC got off to anuneven start, capped
off by a four-game skid against Denver,
Connecticut, Boston University, and
Harvard, the first such streak for the Eagles in a decade. The slide caused head
coach Jerry York’s team to fall under .500
and spiral down to the No. 19 spot in the
polls. Yet when the calendar flipped to
2015, the Eagles were rejuvenated—the
team scaled back to the No. 9 slot (No.
10 in the Pairwise Rankings). Sparked by

Wins found
in losses

TARRED AND FEATHERED

Tom DeVoto
Gliding with the speed of a jet and the
power of a freight train, Boston University
forward Marie-Philip Poulin dashes up the
middle of the ice as Boston College’s last line
of defense desperately tries to catch up.
Poulin slows her pace as her opponent
BC defenseman Emily Pfalzer—gains on her,
tapping the brakes by shifting her weight
back ever so slightly. Pfalzer stretches out to
knock the puck away from the Terriers’ captain, but Poulin is ready with a countermove.
Just as Pfalzer’s stick is about to disrupt
the play, Poulin performs a masterful toedrag to evade the poke check, then crosses
the puck over to herbackhand —all before
Pfalzer can turn around to realize what
—

happened.

Eagles’ season over after drubbing by No. 19 UNC
By

Jack Stedman

Assoc. Sports Editor
After beating Isaiah Hicks back door from
the 3-point line, Patrick Heckmann had nothing
but the basket in front of him. The play—one
that worked all season long for the Eagles—was
going to be executed to perfection, until Hicks
came roaring back to stuff Heckmann at the
rim.
“That was the game,” Boston College head
coach Jim Christian said.
That one play sums up the obvious difference
between North Carolina (22-10, 11-7 ACC)
and BC (13-19, 4-14): tired legs. But that play
also summarizes the athleticism that can make
UNC so deadly. Virginia plays incredible system
basketball, Duke has arguably the best player in
the country, and Notre Dame has a terrifyingly
efficient offense—North
Carolina has pure,
raw athleticism. Whereas Georgia Tech’s big
men are built like football players, UNC’s post
players are in the mold of Kareem Abdul-Jabbar,

armed with expansive wing spans and gracious
skill. Between these two things, the Tar Heels
ran away with a 81-63 victory.
“Playing a team that is very explosive, that
hangs around the rim, with guys that can jump
out of the gym basically, it was kind of a tough
game,” Dimitri Batten said.
Meanwhile, two games in as many days took
a lot out of every step for the Eagles. BC’s lack
of rest, combined with intense pressure from
the Tar Heels, further hindered the team’s ability to knock down quality shots. For their part,
Christian’s players, especially Olivier Hanlan,
dismissed tired legs as an easy excuse.
“It’s the ACC Tournament, everyone is tired,”
Hanlan said.
Tournament time is a brand new season.
For the most part, any issues of fatigue have a
tendency to even out and games come down to
strategy or that one special play. The Eagles,
however, had too many issues that compounded
their tired legs and eliminated any chance of
an upset.

BC usually starts offvery quickly, and it did
just that against UNC, jumping out to a quick
5-0 lead, and then keeping the game close for
most of the first half. BC’s starters can play with
the best teams in the country, but without any
players to back them up, they can never get over
the hump and pull out a close game.
“The best thing you could’ve done is come
out early, and we did that,” Christian said.
Eventually though, you need to turn to your
bench the rest of the way. Thanks to late plays
from Eddie Odio and Garland Owens, BC finished with a mere four bench points, compared
to 23 from North Carolina. At the half, the list
of players who scored for UNC read longer
than the list of players who had simply played
for BC.
Down low, the Eagles missed the presence
of Will Magarity, as Dennis Clifford was forced
to pick up too much of the slack. On top of all
this, Heckmann picked up three fouls in the first

See ACC Tournament, B
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In one motion, Poulin gathers the puck
and flicks a picture-perfect shot over the
glove hand ofKatie Burt—top shelf, bardown, right where Mama hides the cookies.
The Terriers took a lead and never
looked back. With Poulin’s superhuman
effort, BU slayed No. 1 BC for the second
consecutive year in the Womens Hockey
East Finals. In its quest to fill its trophy
case, BC has whiffed twice this season—the
Eagles also fell in the Beanpot title game
to Harvard. Now, only one chance for gold
remains—the NCAA Championship. Lucky
for BC, it’s the only one that really matters.
The old saying—attributed to either
Friedrich Nietzsche or Kelly Clarkson—goes
something like this: what doesn’t kill you
makes you stronger.
The BC women’s hockey team has been
knocked down twice in the past 10 games
after going on a record-breaking 29-game
unbeaten streak to start the season. At some
points during that stretch, they’ve looked
slow and tired, just a shell of the team that
rocketed out of the gates to take college
hockey by storm.
They’ve been battered, but not killed—and in the end, it will benefit them to take
their lumps before beginning tournament
play against Clarkson on Saturday.
In an ideal world, BC would recruit the
perfect class four years in a row, have a perfect season, and win a championship—but
that’s not how it works. Every team has
weaknesses, and it is best to identify them
before the season is over. Sometimes, a team
just needs its opponent to expose what it has
been doing wrong. You can’t fix something if
you don’t know it’s broken.
Take, for example, the 2015 edition of
the hometown New England Patriots. At
the beginning of the season, following a very
sloppy win against the perennially bottom-
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See Column, B

Field hockey’s Ainslee Lamb resigns

GRAHAM BECK

/

HEIGHTS SENIOR STAFF

Lamb amassed a 121-75 record during her decade-long tenure heading the Eagles.

INSIDESPORTS
THIS ISSUE

Head coach of the Boston College field
hockey team, Ainslee Lamb, will step
down from her post at the close of this
month, ending a spectacular 10-year run
on the sidelines of the Newton Campus
Field Hockey Complex, per BC Athletics. With Lamb at the helm, the Eagles
avoided a losing record, accumulating a
record of 121-75 since 2005. The Eagles
reached four NCAA Tournaments, including the last two. Lamb provided an

official statement regarding her departure
Tuesday afternoon on bceagles.com.
“Leaving the BC family was an extremely difficult decision for me,” Lamb
said. “I have thoroughly enjoyed spending the last 10 years here growing both
professionally and personally. I very
much appreciate the opportunities that
BC provided me and I am proud of the
accomplishments of our student-athletes.
It’s a wonderful thing to wake up every
day and want to get in to the office or
onto the field.”
She also guided 20 players to All-

Lacrosse: Eagles barely skirt past Louisville
BC didn’t lead until Covie Stanwick launched the game-winning goal with
six seconds remaining in the overtime period in a 16-15 win
B9

Scoreboard
Editors’ Picks

American honors, reaching BC’s highest ever ranking in the national polls
(fourth). Lamb’s players also excelled
in the classroom, with over 25 studentathletes earning nods to all-academic
teams in both the ACC and the National
Field Hockey Coaches Association. “The
student-athletes here at BC have made
this a great 10 years and the coaches and
administration contributed so much to
my enjoyment with the program,” Lamb
said. “I look forward to the new challenges
that lay ahead as I venture into the sports
industry.” ¦
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