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Students stage ‘die-in’ protest in newly reopened St. Mary’s

ARTHUR BAIUN

By

Gus Merrell
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Staff

Over 60 students and faculty lay
on the floor in the main hallway of St.
Mary’s Hall Tuesday afternoon while, in

the background, the voices of the University Chorale sang “Peace on Earth”
in the newly opened St. Mary’s Chapel.
Some students sported duct tape over
their mouths with the now-popular slogan “I Can’t Breathe” while others simply

linked hands. This particular “diesuch protests related to police
in”—as
brutality have come to be called—was
not affiliated with any organization on
campus.
There were numerous reasons for the
protest that participants listed: police
violence against people of color and
what protestors view as an inadequate
response from the University. Demonstrators also mentioned the die-in was
meant to challenge University policies

on free speech.

“We as students are trying to have
our voices heard on a few issues that
we believe that the administration is not

talking openly about and also in terms of
censorship that is happening on campus,
and the rules and the hoops that we have
to jump through to actually make some
sort of change on campus and actually be
the activists that this University wants us
to be,” said Danny De Leon, A&S ’l5.
The majority of the protestors were

not initially allowed inside of St. Mary’s
by officers of the Boston College Police
Department because of the construction happening inside, according to a
policewoman guarding the door of the
chapel. A few protestors, however, had
entered earlier and were already staging
the die-in inside.
“I think it’s absurd,” said Zack Muzdakis, A&S T7, when asked about the
police involvement. “I think we have
the right to be in there just as much as
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any other person. It’s an act of peaceful
protest, it’s free speech.”
At least one member of Boston Col-

lege faculty, history professor Deborah
also present after she
heard about the event from fliers.
“It would be great if the University said something condemning these
Grand Juries that don’t indict when
there’s so much evidence to indict,”

Levenson, was

See St. Mary’s, A3

Alcohol violations rise in
2013 after two-year slide
By Carolyn Freeman

Heights Staff
Ten years ago, there were 38.46 alcohol
violations per 1,000 Boston College students.
In 2011, there were 98.82 violations—a 257
percent increase. Since then, the number has
dropped to 62.58 in 2012 and 75.62 in 2013.
These statistics —compiled through the
Office ofPostsecondary Education of the U.S.
Department of Education—are part ofthe data
required to be collected under the Clery Act.
The numbers are a compilation of all offenses
reported by BC’s Office of Student Conduct
within the Dean of Students Office. The numbers do not include people called under the
University’s help-seeking policy or for other
health-related matters, said Monica St. Louis,
assistant dean for Student Conduct.
One potentialreason for the increasing rate
of alcohol violations over the past decade, according to St. Louis, is that over the past several
years, more resident assistants (RAs) have been
added to residence halls around campus.
The RAs have not been added expressly to
address underage drinking—rather, they were
added in order to increase the staff-to-student
ratio, said Richard DeCapua, associate dean for
Student Conduct.
There are two sides to thesenumbers—one
that shows that many students are having

BC alum
By

relevant conversations with administrators
about their drinking habits, and a second that
shows a substantial number of students drinking on campus.
“It can be seen as a very goodthing because
we have more students having conversations
about their drinking,” St. Louis said. “The more
you have an opportunity to converse with
someone about what your behaviors are, good
or bad, the better off you’re going to be. If the
numbers are low, does that mean the drinking is
not happening? No, but it definitely means that
we’re not having the conversations about it.”
DeCapua said that the data from the Clery
Act report is an effective tool to examine how
the conduct system is working at a particular
school, but he also noted thatit is important to
place the numbers in context. He said that he
believes a lot of the drinking culture at BC—where a majority of students live in University
residence halls—is centered on campus.
In contrast, at an institution such as Suffolk University, onlyfirst-year students live on
campus, DeCapua said. In 2013, Suffolk had
30.32 liquor law violations per 1,000 students,
compared to BC’s 75.62. This number is lower
because comparatively few students live on
campus, according to DeCapua.
“I don’t care about numbers—l care about

See Clery Act, A3
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Financial losses deepen for hockey, hoops
By

Michael Sullivan

Heights Staff
Profits for Boston College men’s basketball, women’s basketball, and men’s
hockey all dramatically decreased in the
2013-14 season, while football profits
increased slightly compared to the 201213 season, according to the University’s
Equity in Athletics Data Report. The
data was released Wednesday from the
U.S. Department of Education, which
reports financial information for all
institutions that receive federal funding
for athletics.

The report also revealed that, while
the salaries of men’s teams coaches at
BC are in line with other Atlantic Coast
Conference schools, women’s coaches
are paid well below any other program
in the conference.
Moreover, the report’s details on
financial aid show significant discrepancies between the aid paid to female
athletes compared to male athletes at
BC and most other schools in the 15member ACC.
Having lost in the first round of last
year’s Frozen Four to Union College, the
men’s hockey team’s net losses increased

from the 2012-13 season, which totaled
around $662,000. The team increased
revenue by nine percent, but expenses

jumped to $4.28 million, a 32 percent
increase. In total, the program lost $1.46
million in 2013-14, 120 percent greater
than the season before.
The women’s basketball program
represented a major financial loss for BC
athletics. Revenue jumped to $220,000,
yet the program still finished last in
that category by a wide margin in the
ACC. In addition, expenses increased

See Athletics, A3

Tessier tapped as first Vice Provost for Enrollment Management

Allie Olivieri

For The Heigh ts

accurate admission projections.

Tessier will start working at BC
next year.

Nanci Tessier, BC ’B2, was named the
first Vice Provost for Enrollment Management at Boston College on Dec. 4, a
new position responsible for leading all
aspects of undergraduate enrollment.
As the Vice Provost, Tessier will work
with the provost and the deans of all the
schools to provide the University with

Tessier’s undergraduate experience
at BC had a lasting impact on her career,
with much of her professional life spent
in higher education.
“My Boston College education
taught me not only to think with a mind
honed by a liberal arts education, but
to use sound judgment based on an

ethical foundation shaped by the Jesuit
and Catholic intellectual tradition,” Tessier said.
Tessier first became interested in
working in admissions during her freshman year when she was involved with
the University’s undergraduate admission office. She began as a work-study
student giving tours on campus and
eventually became an interviewer who
spoke to prospective students about

their interest in the University.
“I was fortunate to be mentored by
admission officers who encouraged me
to consider admissions as a profession,”
Tessier said.
Tessier will supervise a staff of 105
individuals in the Enrollment Management division at BC. One of the primary
goals of the Enrollment Management is
to find students who will be a “good fit”
for the University. “When a student is

a good match for the institution that
means they are likely to take full ad-

vantage of the opportunities available,

that they will contribute in meaningful
ways to the campus community, and will
be retained and eventually graduate,”
Tessier said.
Tessier has an optimistic view of
university rankings, believing that the

Tessier, A3
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THINGS TO DO ON
CAMPUS THIS WEEK

Come watch a celebration of the Christmas Season
told through story, music and dance.
Performances of Christmas Reflections in Robsham Theater will occur
H
all weekend. Tickets are $2O, and
can be purchased through the
Robsham box office.

The inaugural Advancing Research and Scholarship
event will take place on Thursday, Dec.
11, at the Murray Function Room in
the Yawkey Center. The conversation
will surround global public health,
H
featuring keynote speaker Phillip
Landrigan, BC ‘63.

Show up,
speak out

Thursday, December 11, 2014
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Join Hilda Alcindor, Dean of the Faculte des Sciences
Infirmieres de I’Universite Episcopale
d'Haiti Nursing School, for a lecture
and reception on global nursing and
Hatian Health Care. The event will
H
take place on Dec. 11, at 5 p.m. in
Cushing Hall, Room 411.

CSON gains membership to nursing center
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(CSON) has been awarded mem-

bership to the National Hartford
Center of Gerontological Nursing
Excellence (NHCGNE), an organiza-

Alex Gaynor
In the faraway lands of New
York City and Ferguson, MO. fires
raged, protestors marched, mothers
cried, and people of all walks oflife
came together to protest injustice.
Meanwhile, in Chestnut Hill, bells
rang, students shuffled about, and
life went on just as it had: complacently. With the exception of a small
gathering of dedicated students
from groups such as the Black
Student Forum, the large majority
of the Boston College population
sat idly by while cities burned with
frustration and hearts were crushed
by the recent no-indictment verdicts surrounding the policekillings
of Eric Garner and Michael Brown.
Asa participant in both the
student-led march on campus following the verdict in Ferguson and
the Boston march surrounding the
decision in the Eric Garner case, I
was able to observe the key difference in each protest: there has been
a severe lack of white allies at BC.
What many students may not realize is that just because you are white
does not mean that these recent incidents ofracial profiling and police
brutality do not implicate you.
In a 1999 interview, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu of South Africa
claimed—in response to the previous decades of apartheid—“one
will
never be free unless we’re all free.”
Allowing policemen to kill civilians
in a chokehold and walk away with
it is not freedom, nor is racial profiling. We live in a nation where we
can speak our minds without being
disappearedor tortured. So why
don’t we speak out?
At a recent town hall meeting run by the BSF in the wake of
these two decisions, the few white
students in the audience spoke
about the need to be an ally in this
cause. Ifthere are no allies, then
the movement does not appear
united. Asa white student, I have
come to understand that this is not
my movement to lead, but one to
follow. How can we, as a majority
white university, show our support
for the injustices occurring under
our noses? The simple answer: show
up.
When protests are being organized around campus and in the
Boston area, people power is the
fuel to the fire; without it, the flame
is extinguished. As evidenced by the
turnout to last Friday’s “Rights on
the Heights” rally, BC students seem
to have a difficult time showing up
to anything that isn’t a weekend
activity or sporting event. We are
consistently told to “go set the
world aflame,” but why are we, as
supposedly social justice oriented
students, discouraged from doing it
on our own campus? By organizing
ourselves against injustices that still
exist onour own campus, in our
neighborhood, and our city at large,
we have the power to do extraordinary
In a recent talk on campus,
renowned poet Carolyn Forche said
that working for justice is like “lighting a match and hoping the fire
spreads.” The match lighting starts
with us. To the white members of
the student body, by standing in
solidarity with our black brothers
and sisters, who are directly affected
by these recent no-indictments
and the issues that they propagate,
perhaps we can all get to the core
meaning of what it really means to
set the world aflame. We claim that
we are all BC
so let’s prove it.
...
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tion focused on the health and care

of older adults and the multidisciplinary study of old age.
Membership in the National
Hartford Center gives CSON the
opportunity to access over 300
gerontological nursing leaders, collaborate with member institutions,
and develop its programs using the
latest practices for both students and
faculty, according to the NHCGNE
website.
“To be nurse leaders, it’s really
important that you’re networked
with other nurse leaders around
the country and around the world,”
said Susan Gennaro, dean ofCSON.
“One of the things that I’m excited
about for this designation from the
Hartford Center is that it puts us
at the table with other recognized
leaders in gerontological nursing,
so it really enables our faculty and
our students to interact with what’s
really happening—cutting-edge—in
terms of gerontological research and
education.”
The National Hartford Center
is a collaboration between the
Gerontological Society of America
and schools of nursing that have
demonstrated the highest level of
commitment to the field of gerontological nursing. CSON joins 32
other member institutions across
the country, as well as the school of
nursing at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University.

The center’s mission is to advance the ability of nurses to provide
care for the health of older adults
by developing faculty, advancing
gerontological nursing science,
adopting the best practices, fostering leadership, and designing and
shaping policy.

PHOTO COURTESY OF OFFICE OF MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS

CSON, located in Cushing Hall, recently received membership to a gerontological nursing organization.
“The wonderful thing about the
Hartford Center is that theyreally understand and appreciate aging, and so

they really are working to help other
people understand and appreciate
how you be healthy again and how
you, even if you’re sick, help people
to live a fuller life, and to understand
different kinds of illnesses that people
have at that age,” Gennaro said.
CSON professors Stewart Bond
and Marie Boltz led the application process for membership in the
National Hartford Center. Bond
was a predoctoral scholar, and both
professors were postdoctoral fellows
funded by the John A. HartfordFoundation, the supporting legacy behind
NHCGNE.

The John A. Hartford Foundation, founded in 1929, is a private
philanthropic organization dedicated to improving the health of older
Americans. It supports research and
education in geriatrics, a branch of
medicine related to the study of old
age and aging. Through funding from
the John A. Hartford Foundation,
NHCGNE was established in 2012.
Bond, Boltz, and other nursing
faculty worked on the application,
identifying and describing the nursing faculty’s expertise and publications in gerontological nursing and
explaining how gerontology had

James Lucey
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By definition, oral history is
concerned with stories perpetuating themselves without any formal
means of recording, consisting of
nothing more than voices.
The story behind the emergence
and expansion of violent gangs in
Guatemala is one such unarticulated
narrative associate professor of history Deborah Levenson found herself
compelled to illuminate, writing
AdiosNino: The Gangs of Guatemala
City and the Politics of Death.
The New England Council of
Latin American Studies (NECLAS)
awarded Levenson the Marysa Navarro Best Book Prize for this work,
which has been broadly acclaimed.
AdiosNino is a historical study on
the gangs of Guatemala and the economic, social, and political conditions
that contributed to the initial and
continual formation of the gangs.

“Using interviews, conversations
and oral histories [Levenson] provides an empathetic portrait ofgang
members, their families and friends
to present a nuanced understanding
of Guatemala City life inside and
outside Gang life,” the book’s citation
reads. “What makes Levenson’s book
so convincing and her so successful
at describing gang members and
their lives is the way she sews them
together with her own personal
experiences.”
Levenson, an oral historian who
was present during the Guatemalan
Civil War, uses firsthand experiences
in her elucidation of the history of
Guatemalan gang violence.
“The only way to understand
gangs is... through their own words,”
Levenson said.
Drawing on these experiences,
Levenson argues that the brutality
of the Guatemalan government itself
during the Civil War gave birth to this
violent gang culture, perpetuating an

POLICE BLOTTER
Monday, Dec. 8
11:46 p.m.

-

A report was filed re-

garding a suspicious circumstance
in 2000 Commonwealth Ave.
7:22 p.m.

A report was filed

-

regarding confiscated property in
Hardey.

Tuesday, Dec. 9
12:52 p.m.

-

12/08/14 12/09/14
-

to a BC student who was later transported to a medical facility from
Conte Forum.

for the Nursing Education Exchange
program.
“Part of the [NHCGNE] program

will be faculty and member institutions being able to connect with faculty and other institutions and with
the National [Hartford] Center for
consultation related to curriculum
development, to grant writing, and to
developing other types of continuing
education programs of whatever,”
Bond said. “So if we wanted to do
that here at BC and wanted some
consultation with other experts in
the field, then we would more easily
have access to them through our connections as a member of the National
[Hartford] Center.”
Gennaro attributes much of
CSON’s recent success to the healthcare system in Boston, but says that
the school’s acceptance to NHCGNE
was the next step in improving the
school.
“We have been very blessed
in Boston that there’s such a good
healthcare system and that we’re so
well-connected with the healthcare
system,” Gennaro said. “But this
[membership] is the kind of thing
that we’ve [CSON] been very interested in doing, because it really
does connect us across the country,
so it has been a long-term interest
of ours.” ¦

was dying to study gangs,” Levenson

said. “I was pleased that I won the
awardbecause the book is very political, and it makes an argument that we
need to pay attention to the effect of
trauma on history’
Levenson is hopeful that in winning this honor, the increased readership of her novel will help to shed
light on this important issue.
“I feel like intellectuals have a responsibility and ifI have a knowledge
of a situation like that and if I havethe
ability to explain it and communicate
it to an English-speaking audience,
that I ought to do that,” she said.
In this capacity, she can serve
as an agent for broadcasting the
past. In the case of Adios Nino, she
chose to inform her audience about
social justice issues prevalent in
Guatemala.
“What are we for?” she asked,
smiling. “We’re either sitting around,
or doing something that counts.” ¦
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News Tips
Have a news Up or a good idea for
a story? Call Connor Farley, News
Editor, at (617) 552-0172, or email
news@beheights.com. For future
events, email a detailed description
of the event and contact information
to the News Desk.
Sports Scores
Want to report the results of a game?
Call Connor Mellas, Sports Editor,
at (617) 552-0189, or email sports@
bcheights.com.

Arts Events
For future arts events, email a detailed description of the event and
contact information to the Arts
Desk.Call John Wiley, Arts and
Review Editor, at (617) 552-0515, or
email arts@bcheights.com.
Clarifications / Corrections
The Heights strives to provide its
readers with complete, accurate,
and balanced information. If you
believe we have made a reporting
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community. To submit a classified, display, or online advertisement, call our advertising office at
(617) 552-2220 Monday through
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CORRECTIONS
This correction is in reference to Vol XCV, No. 48. The
article titled “Rally for Student
Rights” misstated that Colton
Jones was in attendance of the
event. Jones sent a statement to
the organizer, who then read it
at the rally.

Voices from The Dustbowl
What is your favorite nativity scene character?

filed
regarding a police service at St.
Mary’s Hall.
3:02 p.m.

-

A report

was

“Joseph, Iplayed him
in a second grade
play.”

“A shepherd, because I
played one in a play.”
—Dylan Dinelfo,

—Connor Dolan,
CSOM ’18

A&S ’18

A report was filed

A report was filed regarding medical assistance provided
-

“I wrote this study not because I

violence in action is viewed as a suitable solution. The recognition of the
social implications made the award
more meaningful, she said.
“I was pleased that a book that
was centered around social justice
won a prize,” she said. “I think that
sometimes prize committees avoid
books like that because they’re controversial, and sometimes they’re not
afraidof thosecontroversies —I think
the book is controversial.”
Although this is Levenson’s first
award from NECLAS, her presence
has long been felt in the fields ofboth
Latin American history and social
justice. Levenson has received other
accolades over the years, including
a Fulbright grant and fellowships
from the Social ScienceCouncil and
the Bunting Institute. She currently
teaches several courses at Boston
College, among them “Latin American Women Represent Themselves”
and “Latin American Tourism.”

Business and Operations
General Manager (617) 552-0169
Advertising (617) 552-2220
Business and Circulation
(617) 552-0547
Classifieds and Collections
(617) 552-0364
Fax (617) 552-1753

-

regarding a fire alarm activation in
Alumni Stadium.
2:26 p.m.

environment in which the finality of

2:29 p.m. A report was filed regarding a general harassment in
Corcoran Commons.

—

Alex Gaynor is a senior staff columnistfor The Heights. She can be
reached at news@bcheights.com.

been incorporated into the nursing
curriculum at the undergraduate and
graduate levels at BC.
“The application really kind ofput
all of that together to provide strong
evidence that the school of nursing
has a real interest and expertise in
gerontological nursing practice—and
not just practice, but research, practice, and teaching,” Bond said.
NHCGNE s acceptance ofCSON
means they recognize the depth
of gerontological expertise at the
school, something that makes Boltz
proud to be at CSON, she said.
“It also brings a responsibility to
support gerontologicalknowledge
development in students and to continue to do the research that’s going
to improve the care for older people,”
she said. “This designation and engagement is really an opportunity to
support or to advance gerontological
nursing in several ways—research,
policy development, education of
students, and service.”
In addition to having access to a
network of nursing schools in gerontology, membership in NHCGNE
provides benefits that include access
to the center’s directors, preference
for a highly competitive grant program, free registrations on an annual
leadership conference on health care,
and discounted participation fees

Deborah Levenson wins Best Book Prize
By

-

Source: The

Boston College

Police Department

“The wise men,
everyoneforgets
about them...”
—Lexy Bader,
A&S ’16

“I mean the Baby is pretty
important.”
—Pierre Leconte,

A&S ’17
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Recent grand jury decisions, police action lie at heart of protest
‘St. Mary’s’ from A1
she said.
Barbara Jones, vice president
for Student Affairs, pointed out
that there are other avenues
for students to express their
concerns that did not involve
disrupting the normal flow of
the University.
“The University understands
the students’ desire to express
themselves and engage with
the University about issues of
concern,” said Jones in an email
to The Heights. “We have many
avenues for student expression
including the opportunity to
have permitted rallies and demonstrations. The disruption last
night was not a permitted event.
That it happened in St. Mary’s,
the home of the Jesuits, is completely unacceptable.”
University Spokesman Jack
Dunn echoed those sentiments,

strongly admonishing the protesters’ choice of location.
“While we understand that
many within the BC community
have strong feelings of anger in
light of recent events in Ferguson and Staten Island, there is a
strong sense of disappointment
that they chose to violate sacred
space by protesting in St. Mary’s,
the campus residence of the
Jesuit community,” said Dunn in
an email. “St. Mary’s is the Jesuits’ home—it
is not University
space, and as a place of prayer,
consolation, and hospitality for
the past 95 years, it deserves to
be respected.”
The die-in was originally supposed to be an organized event
hosted by the Black Student
Forum, but due to University
restrictions, the organization
was not able to get a permit for
their event and subsequently
canceled it.

The students that showed up
did so voluntarily and unaffiliated with any particular group.
“After reviewing the Code
of Conduct and discussing the
logistics of the demonstration
as an executive board, we have
decided to postpone the demonstration in order to proceed
with the demonstration permit
request in the manner described
in the description you provided,”
said Black Student Forum officials to the Dean of Students
Office, per Jones in an email to
The Heights.
The students were ultimately
allowed into St. Mary’s Tuesday,
because they were not affiliated with any group and entered
without interrupting the concert
inside the Chapel.
“It’s a simple act of protest,
it’s not disobedient, it’s not
violent, it’s just protesting,” said
Muzdakis. ¦

ARTHUR BAIUN
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Students joinedtogether Tuesday in St. Mary’s Hall to protest what they believe are brutal actions by the police.

Data points to less money for female athletes, women’s team coaches
‘Athletics’ from A1
s2oo,ooo from 2012-13, leading
to a net loss in 2013-14 of $2.77
million. BC women’s basketball
still ranks towards the middle of
the ACC in terms of net losses
from the sport, sitting 25 percent
above the conference average.
The men’s basketball team
had the most notable decrease of
BC’s sports. Last year, BC turned
in its worst men’s basketball
season since 1998-99, putting
up only eight wins and forcing
Steve Donahue out of a job. The
losses, however, occurred just as
much off the court as they did on
it. The team’s revenue remained
virtually the same as in 2012-13,
standing at $5.45 million—l 22
percent behind the ACC average
revenue of $12.15 million.
Overall, men’s basketball took
a hit in terms of profit. The team

turned a $895,000 profit in 201213. However, the program spent
about $7.12 million in 2013-14, a
64 percent jump from the previous season. BC incurred these
expenses as a result of far more
road games in 2013-14, playing
five out-of-state non-conference
games as opposed to only one in
2012-13. This ultimately resulted
in a net loss of $1.68 million, the
second lowest figure in the ACC.
BC leads only the University of
Notre Dame in this category.
BC football remained the
school’s most profitable sport by
a wide margin, taking in $4.1 million. Revenue increased slightly,
rising 4.6 percent from 2012-13
levels, while expenses remained
virtually the same. Nevertheless, BC’s returns from football
pales in comparison to the ACC
average of $14.22 million. BC
surpassed only Wake Forest Uni-

versity in football income—however, six ACC schools turned in

profits of less than $lO million.
Notre Dame led the conference,
with profits reaching $47 million.
BC’s revenue and expenses
for each sport totaled about
$65.2 million. For the fourth
consecutive year, BC did not
report a profit from its athletics
programs, joining Wake, Duke
University, the University of
Miami, and the University of
Maryland-College Park as ACC
schools that did not report a
profit in 2013-14 season.
BC no longer reports institutional support from team
revenue for all ticketed sports, allowing men’s basketball, women’s
basketball, men’s hockey, and
football to reveal the true profit
figures. In contrast, non-ticketed
BC sports do not report revenue

and expenses without including institutional support—that
means BC reports that all sports
apartfrom those four broke even,
regardless of the actual loss each
incurred. This is the third year
BC has done this and the second
under Director of Athletics Brad
Bates.
The Department of Education asks for schools to report
all financial data from June 1,
2013 to May 31, 2014 no later
than October 15, 2014. Schools
are not required to report the
information at any point before
then.

The report also reveals that
BC pays the head coaches of its
women’s varsity teams the lowest
amount in the ACC. BC has the
most female varsity sports in the

ACC but pays its coaches about
$87,000 on average $38,000
less than Wake, the next closest

school. This figure stands at just
about half the $174,000 average
of the 15-team conference.
Meanwhile, head coaches of
men’s varsity teams at BC across
its 12 teams received $460,000
in average salary, 430 percent
higher than the head coaches
of women’s teams. The men’s
teams coaches’ salaries represent
a 31 percent, or about $llO,OOO,
increase from their figures the
previous year. BC also rose in the
rankings from second lowest to
fifth lowest average salary among
men’s coaches in the ACC, going
from 57 to 32 percent below the
conference average.
Without duplication across
sports, men accounted for 338
varsity athletes at BC, while
women total 382. BC continues
to provide far more financial
aid to male athletes than female
athletes. Although BC provides

the highest total of financial aid
to female athletes in the ACC,
at $8.27 million, Athletics has

the second most female varsity
athletes in the conference.
On average, BC provides
about $21,500 in aid per female athlete, compared to about
$28,000 per male athlete. This
continues a steady increase over
the last several years in the gap
between aid for men and women.
In 2012-13, 10 of the 15 schools
in the ACC gave more aid to
female athletes than to male
athletes on average. Last year,
however, only four schools
North Carolina State University,
Syracuse University, Virginia
Tech, and Wake—gave more on
average to their female athletes
than to their male athletes.
BC Athletics did not immediately return requests for comment on the data. ¦

Tessier to join provost’s office
‘Tessier,’ from A1

PHOTO COURTESY OF GORDON SCHMIDT / UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND COMMUNICATIONS

For seven years, Nanci Tessier served in the same role she will assume at BC at the University of Richmond.

“Nanci Tessier has proven to
be an imaginative leader who has

University’s ranking is driven
by the work of undergraduates.
“My belief is that an institution
should always do its very best to
provide an extraordinary educational experience to undergraduates and if the rankings improve
as a result of others recognizing
that good work, well, that’s terrific,” she said.
Tessier has worked at several
colleges and universities including Saint Anselm College, University of Richmond, and Rochester Institute of Technology.
For the last seven years, Tessier
has been the Vice President for
Enrollment Management at the
University of Richmond.

helped a range of institutions
to strengthen their abilities to
attract and retain more talented

and more diverse student bodies,” said David Quigley, provost
and dean of faculties.
Tessier believes the key to
working in admissions is to identify with the mission of the college or university. “While each
institution has had a distinct
mission and has served different populations, every place
that I have had the privilege to
represent has offered a wonderful educational experience for
students,” Tessier said.
One of Tessier’s favorite
things about working in admis-

sions is recruiting, enrolling,

and retaining students by telling them the true story of the
University. Tessier appreciates
the fact that her job allows her
to feel connected to the BC community.

“It’s

important for me to

get to know the Boston Colthe
lege community—students,
deans, faculty, staff, Jesuits, and
alumni,” Tessier said.
Quigley has expressed his
excitement on the hiring of Tessier. “We’re in a strong position
as a University and I’m hopeful
that [she] will enable us to build
forward in a creative and strategic way as we work to attract
the very best students to BC,”
Quigley said. ¦

DOS explains increased violations
‘Clery Act,’ from A1
our system,” he said. “We have the op-

portunity to see more of the behavior

which means we also have the opportunity to discuss thatbehavior’
In recent years, the number has
varied partly due to administrative policy changes. The number of
violations hit a peak in 2011, when
there were 98.82 incidents per 1,000
students, and then dropped sharply to
62.58 in 2012. This could be because
in 2012, the OfficeofStudent Conduct
began to deal with violations differently—rather than sitting down with
every person involved in a violation,
they began to meet only with the hosts
of an event. This lowered the number
of violations because the office met
with fewer people.
The Clery data does not distinguish the level of reported offenses,
dealing only with totals.
“There is a big differencebetween,
‘I have a bunch of empties in my room

that were found during Health and
Safety [checks] ’ to ‘l’m throwing a huge
party and providing alcohol to a number offreshmen and someone ends up
in the hospital,’” she said. “Was it a year
whereit was minor violations or was it
a year of major violations?”
In the past few years, conduct policy has shifted, the University ending
use of an alcohol matrix designating
the minimum sanction for a given offense in the fall of2013. Sanctions now
are left to the discretion of a residential
community’s residential direction, and
the intermediary disciplinary level of
“housing probation” was dropped over
the summer. According to St. Louis,
recent changes to how BC handles
conduct hearings was a response to
student complaints of the old system
being not conversational enough.
DeCapua emphasizes the importance of the conduct system not be
antagonistic, and hopes to present in
BC’s system a model that focuses on
why students are drinking and what

steps they can take in the future to
make good choices and reduce risk.

The majority of students who go
through the conduct system do so just
once, according to DeCapua. The ones
who go through multiple times experience different conversations.
“Either students stop drinkingsome of them do—or
they just get
better about hiding it,” he said. “Or
they get better about making choices.
Students learn to work in the system
and know their own limits.”
“We have to respond, but how
do we respond in kind so that we’re
working with students to make good
choices, help them learn to drink
responsibly without necessarily interfering with someone’s education?”
said St Louis.
In 2013, Harvard University reported zero alcohol referrals under
the Clery Act, Tufts University 49,
Emerson College 357, Northeastern
University 545, Boston University 701,
and BC 1,082. ¦
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

UVA scandal sparks
conversation

On Nov. 19, Rolling Stone puban isolated event.
lished the account of a University
Despite the discrepancies in the
of Virginia student who said she story, the piece needs to be looked
had been gang-raped four weeks at as a body of work. Only about
into her freshman year in 2012 at a a third of the story is Jackie’s acPhi Kappa Psi fraternity house. The count, the rest is UVA’s policies
account given by the student, who and procedures for rape allegais called Jackie in the story, is hortions. Exact facts are critical in
rifyingly brutal. She alleged that sexual assault cases in order to
she had been on a date to a party ensure a fair conviction. However,
when the boy who brought her the lack of details doesn’t preclude
there took her upstairs and along the necessity to continue this conwith his friends, raped her.
versation.
On Dec. 5, Rolling Stonereleased
more details about the article. In
light of evidence released by the
Washington Post and other news
outlets and allegations from the
fraternity’s lawyer, some of the details of Jackie’s story did not seem
to line up with informationfound
in the investigations. The man she
alleged attacked her, for example,
turned out not to be a member of
Phi Kappa Psi, nor did he work
with her as a lifeguard.
This has caused an influx of national attention—on Rolling Stone,
,
UVA, and the stories of rape victims across the country. But these
gaps in the story do not make it
permissible to ignore the greater
reality of what happens, not only
at UVA, but on campuses across
the country —the fact that Jackie’s
story may be different from what
Rolling Stone originally reported
does not discount the stories of
victims. There are multitudes of
The fact remains that students
other assault cases that are poorly who admitted to sexual assault
handled and brushed aside.
remained on UVA’s campus. This
The story is appalling and has is a particular example at a pargarnered immediate attention ticular campus, but it is revealing
nationwide. But it is not a story of a national attitude—protect the
that has never been told before. institution, not the victim. This
There are rape awareness events attempt at utilizing the idea of
and self-defense classes on most the greatest good for the greatest
number justifies to the assailants
college campuses across the country, Boston College’s included, and that their horrendous actions will
there have been conversations in go unpunished, and therefore, they
Congress about the assault epimay become repeat offenders. It is
demic. Obviously, people are aware also troubling to think that the unithat situations like these exist, but versity would put more emphasis
for it to be placed so bluntly in The on protecting the university itself
and the image that it maintains
Rolling Stone to attract the attention of the majority.
rather than the students that atStill, no one seems particularly tend it. It seems counterintuitive
surprised that it happened, even for an administration to not care
in a fraternity on the campus of about its body, but it holds up at
an esteemed university. If someUVA.
The national outcry to Jackie’s
thing like this had happened, say,
within a business corporation, story, positive or negative, could
there would be an enormous shock potentially discourage victims
factor moving with the news. The from coming forward with their
response was one of disgust—one
stories of sexual assault. Now,
for a demandfor change instead of they are not only faced with the
the shock at the events.
trauma of surviving an attack, the
The backlash following the potential trauma of reliving this
story is a devastating blow to the attack time and time again through
conversation about sexual assault an investigation. Now, there is the
across the nation. The commonly potential that if a story is shared it
held statistic is that about two to can garner national attention and
eight percent of rape allegations be questioned and reimagined by
are false, coming from a report thousands of people across the
conducted by the “Making a Difcountry. Of course, releasing a
ference” Project that consisted story in Rolling Stone is on the far
of a multi-site study across eight end of attention but it is rather
states. The data was taken over a revealing to tone of the national.
24-month period and used intense
The conversation on sexual astraining of law enforcement and sault needs to be directed toward
random datachecks to define what the clear details of the UVA story,
a “false allegation” is. According and moved away from the uncerto The National Center for the tainties. Jackie’s story sparked a
Prosecution of Violence Against conversation about policies and
Women, this statistic may actually experiences at different univerbe an overestimation. It is near sities. This momentum should
impossible to find concrete data not swing the opposite way, just
on such a traumatic subject, but because this one particular case
even eight percent is remarkably proved to be not entirelyfactual. It
low. The questionable account in would be a tragedy to see the errors
Jackie’s story cannot be used as na- of one publication stop potential
tional justification to believe that forward motion on a national isrape victims are falsifying stories sue that deserves nothing but the
en masse. It should be looked at as utmost thought and respect.

The fad remains that
students who admitted
to sexual assault
remained on UVA’s
campus. This is a
particular example at
a particular campus
but it is revealing of
a national attitudeprotect the institution,
not the victim.

“ ecause in the end, you won’t remember the time you spent working in
B
the office or mowing the lawn. Climb that goddamn mountain”
-Jack Kerouac (1922 1969), Beat poet
-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
African and African Diaspora Studies Makes a Statement
In the wake of the recent grand jury decisions
not to indict the killers of Michael Brown and Eric
Garner, college students, faculty and staff across
the country have organizedpanels, protests and

discussions about the verdicts and larger issues
ofrace and social justice. One only needs to turn
on the television or engage social media to see
that this issue challenges collegiate communities
across the country and, indeed, across the globe.
Boston College is also grappling with these challenges and is in need of leadership to help students
situate the events in Ferguson and Staten Island,
and social accountability more generally, in the
“service to others” traditionof the University.
African and African Diaspora Studies support
BC students’ call for accountability and transparency in the criminal justice system in the nation
and freedom of speech on campus.
The African and African Diaspora Studies Program believes that the University should follow
the tradition of Fr. Massingale, author of Racial
Justice and the Catholic Church, by addressing
these issues head on with a public statement about
how these issues impact student formation. Both
a professor and public servant, Fr. Massingale has
spoken passionately about the events in Ferguson
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and in general about being “haunted by the numerous killings of unarmed black men.” Although we
are also “haunted” by the numerous Black women
who are also killed with seeming impunity by the
criminal justice system, African and African Diaspora Studies shares Fr. Massingale’s belief that
this is a social justice issue that demandsdirection
and articulation from colleges and universities
as we prepare our students to “go set the world
aflame.”
But if students are to “achieve the interior freedom necessary to make good life decisions,” they
must be exposed to and explore a diverse range
of ideas, have the freedom to voice their concerns
unencumbered by bureaucracy, and to have their
interests acknowledged by the University. Any
attempt to censor what and how our students
learn—and restrain the directions from which
this learning might come or the direction this
learning might take them—diminishes the intent
of this mission.
As such, African and African Diaspora Studies
support student calls for accountability.
Core Faculty

African S3 African Diaspora Studies

Response to Lindsey Murphy’s Letter to the Editor
As college students in particular, we have a duty to
transform an emotionally charged public issue with reasoned argument. A Nov. 22 article in The Spectatorby
Brendan O’Neill laments that“at one ofthe highest seats
of learning on Earth, the democratic principle of free
and open debate, ofallowing differing opinions to slog it
out in full viewof discerning citizens, has beenviolated.”
In refusal to allow that to happen at Boston College, I
will try to take this from a reasoned approach.
This is a question of method: How we, as a socially
responsible student body, approachquestions about our
communal identity. This is not a judgment of the jury
decisions or of any particular individual actions. I want
to make it obvious that I appreciate Lindsey for taking
the time to write her letter, standing up for her beliefs
in demonstrating,and continuing a conversation on the
subject. A voice for transparency, for truth, for justice
is always relevant and necessary.But the letter’s voice is
not thatvoiceright now. In our country, justicehappens
in dialogue, in the opposition between multiple sides.
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie writes, “The single story
creates stereotypes, and the problem with stereotypes
is not that they are untrue, but that they are incomplete.
They make one story become the only story.”
Where is our debate? This issue has quickly and
quietiy developed a “right” side and the other side on
which everyone not yelling in the streets falls.The letter
suggests that the so-called silent voices also belong to
this other side. The evidence I have seen points at this
conclusion: the silent either are so complacent as to be
ignorant of the discussion, or they are afraid to voice
their opinion among a group that has adopted a tunnel
vision for the truth.
One of the problems our worldfaces is the concept
that “error has no right.” This is the idea that certain
views are out of line with the mainstream and need
quieting. While I do not think that the perpetuation of
this concept was the intentionof the letter, the contents
of it do highlight an implicit censorship of differing
viewpoints. The letter ignores or belittles the fact that
some, who consider themselves “dedicated to social
justice,” may not agree with the message carried by the
masses. The tone of the letter leaves verylittleroom for
discussion, critical thought, or those who do not know
where they should stand because their opinion differs
from this norm.
We must bear in mind the reality that there are far
too many injustices occurring every day. At a certain
point, we must accept a human flaw: we cannot personally act on all of these. Our inability torespond to every
injustice does not mean that we are complicit in their
perpetuation.A studentwho doesBoston but not Appa
is not guilty ofMLK’s rhetorical charge. I agree that we
all ought to do more to fight injustice everywhere, but I
accept that message from John 8:7. “Let any one ofyou
who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”
For me to take a hardline stance on this issue, I would
feel boundby reason to readthe 400 pages of transcripts
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in order to reach a fully informed opinion. It wouldbe
irresponsiblefor me to advocate that mypeers reduce a
complicated issue to a black-and-whitestance. Even so,
could anyone not present for those grand juryhearings
know enough to judgewhat happenedin them? Surely,
every human life has tremendous value and I lament
both deaths as well as their consequences.
The reactionary response of the vast majority, as
represented in the letter, has ignored the complexityof
issues at stake here. To make a claim about structural
violence—and I agreethat our country faces structural
violence—we need to look at properly conducted statistical research. Otherwise, our emotions bog down
and filter the ways we perceive the truth. Perhaps this
is why the letter claims, “The truth is that perception
is reality!’ Perception is incrediblyreal, but our perception is flawed, subjective, and finite. For the ancients,
using our perception to confirm truths about the world
meant affirming a geocentric solar system. Perception,
therefore, should not be our indicator of truth.
To satisfy public opinion is not a reason for something to go to trial.Given the preliminaryresearch that
I have had time to do, it seems to me thatEric Garner’s
deathneither was fueled by racial-hate nor involvedintentto murder.This does not exonerate Officer Pantaleo
since it did involve policebrutality, which is problematic
and inhumane, and likely involved stereotyping.
Despite my efforts, I cannot seem to find a specific
goal by the protesters. Rather, I observe blind anger,
confusion, finger pointing, and an ambiguous message;
much unlikethe cause ledby MLK. Violentlanguage can
solve issues no betterthanviolent actions.In The Gulag
Archipelago 1918-1956,Aleksandr Solzhenitsynwrites,
“If onlyit were all so simple! Ifonly therewere evil people
somewhere insidiously committing evil deeds, and it
were necessary only to separate them from the rest of
us and destroythem.But the line dividinggood and evil
cuts through the heart ofeveryhuman being. Andwho
is willing to destroy a piece ofhis own heart?”
A grand jury consists ofmembersof the community.
As community members constitute grand juries, so
community and social values share in the responsibility of the outcome. It is these values for which we must
take responsibility for shaping. We all “feel ashamed to
live in a land where justice is a game,” but howwe take
steps to correct that cannot come through the type of
one-sided, heavy-handedmonopolyon ‘truth’ claimed
by a letterfueled by emotion and anger.
To end, I want to add that I agreewithLindsey on the
importance ofstudents voicingtheir opinion as opposed
to silence. Her letter is detrimental to this cause because
it forces us to eitherbandwagon on a monopolizedtruth
or to be condemnedbecause theyfeelany opinionother
than the “right” one is wrong.
Stephen Ferguson

A&S ’l5
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Thank you for unplugging

*

Ryan Daly

SCOTT

-

We were actually suc-

cessful at waking up at a decent
hour, but we still feel slightly

delusional. There’s the paper to
write for tomorrow, and not mention that huge, 60 percent final in
three days for a class we’ve been
neglecting since day one. We’re
trying not to think about it. And,
enter Scott. The saving grace of
any day. A sharp cracking “Hi!”
wakes us up and always makes us
smile, and the following “you got
it” to our Chocolate Bar order is
doubly as satisfying knowing the
caffeine we’re desperately hunting
for is coming. You do you, Scott.
You make the Chocolate Bar a
sanctuary during the nightmare
of finals season.
Starting the day
bitter and with a hop in our step. If
you’ve never given black coffee an
honest try, we suggest that finals
season is the time. None of that
cream and sugar junk—taste the
richness of the coffee. Sit down.
Dive into the thick of it. And now,
the coffee is free. Drink up. The
final push is upon us.
BLACK COFFEE

-

ST. MARY’S OPENING Ladies and
gentlemen, your prayers have been
answered. In a fascinating turn of
-

events, BC actually makes a dead-

line on a building renovation. It’s
okay if you feel like crying. We
did too. And the inside looks,
like, nice. The implications of this
are not completely known—it
is
so completely unprecedented to
start with —but
we are speculating that the 10 year plan might
actually stay the 10 year plan
instead of becoming the 52 year
plan we thought it might. Also,
who knows what other miracles
will be coming in other parts
of our lives. Maybe a working
TransLoc update will come out.
Maybe NOTH will resurge. Maybe
we’ll get someone for Mod Stock
that can actually draw a crowd.
Trust us, we’re trying to not get
our hopes too high, but it’s hard,
when miracles like this just happen upon us.

I was curious—curious through observations of others, and through myself. Curious
especially when thinking of my parents
how did they do it?
Because ofmy curiosity, I started
developing a hypothesis. It would be like
having a limb lacerated, I thought. Unusual.
Uncomfortable. But I couldn’t be sure. I'd
have to experiment with the idea of not having a cell phone, so that meant giving it up. A
week sounded about right. Turn it off. Store
it away. Plan nothing before. There would
be no messaging through my computer, or
tablet. No using Instagram or Twitter on my
computer. Only email. If people needed me,
or if I needed someone, I would be unreachable. There would be no calling home, no
instantaneous connection on the weekends
or weekdays, I would be completely off the
grid, incognito.
And then I did it, and here I am. Mapping out the conclusions. Channeling the scientific method. And, it must be said upfront:
My hypothesis was wrong.
So, those seven days without a cell
phone. Imagine a persistent cycle in which
you feel as if you’re constantly standing
someone up, and constantly being stood
up —not because you’re forgetful and need
to have the phone as a constant reminder,
but because you feel hollow, like you’re
scrambling to figure out if you should be
somewhere you’re not.
The feeling fades, but only after some
lapses in memory. I found myself, early on,
patting at my pocket, seizing for a moment,
and then remembering that my phone wasn’t
part of the ensemble anymore.
There’s also certain parts of a day that are
made easier with a phone—so much easier,
in fact, that they can easily be forgotten.
Example: “Hey [insert name of someone you
haven’t seen in a while], how have you been?”
“Good, man, I’ve been doing well. Where
have you been? We need to grab lunch
—

Andrew Babbitt
At Boston College, we pride ourselves
on being “men and women for others.”

By the time we walk at graduation, a vast
majority of us BC students will have participated in some form of service—through
classroom-basedprograms such as PULSE,
through service trips, or through student
service groups—with many studentsparticipating in all three service models. Many
BC students, myself included, will cite their

Obviously, the experience is different
for each individual as are the associated
realizations, but I believe there are some
shared realizations—things the majority of
students who have participated in service
at BC will come to recognize through their
experiences. Furthermore, I believethere are
shared shortcomings—things we as students
often fail to recognize or choose to ignore in
the face of our service experiences.
Research conducted on experiential
learning models similar to those we use at
BC, as well as research using the BC models,
have found measurable changes in perception toward social issues such as homelessness and poverty among students who have
participated in an experientiallearning
model. This model pairs a form of community engagement, often in the form of
service, with classroom learning and reflection. Students who have participated in this
model have shown a shift from attributionof
individualistic reasons to systemic reasons
as the underlying issue for certain societal
issues. For example, prior to participation
in a program with an experientiallearning
model, a student may attribute an individual’s poverty or homelessness to individual
shortcomings such as laziness or stupidity.
But, after completion of such a program
that same student is more likely to identify
systemic failures such as barriers to employment or barriers to education as the primary
reason for the same individual’s situation.
This is a natural development and one that
is to be expected if we consider the fact that
many students who are identifyingindividualistic flaws prior to participation have never
had a personal interaction with the type of
individual they are assessing. Prior to the
mean?

-

realistic. We’ve now become
completely devoid of charm. Our
hearing is fading some, and our vision is narrowing. And there’s that
moment at three in the morning
whenwe’re in Bapst and we pause
in the middle of a philosophy
paper, stare forward, and realize
we’ve just misspelled four words
in a row. Cue disheveled stumble
to the candy machine, convincing
ourselves all we need is sugar.
HAVING TO TAKE A BREAK

-

Two

and we already have to
take a month break. Try not to
miss us too much- we’ll spend
the winter break doing some
heavy study about what there is
to dig about the college life, and
what should be pushed away.
Stay tuned, friends. Until then,
be bold.
issues in,

Like Thumbs Up,
Thumbs Down?
Follow us
@BCTUTD

sometime soon.” Wow, I honestly would be
interested in connecting with this person
again, you think. “Sounds good, man, I’ll let
you know.”
Then you walk away. And, after a couple
steps, you stop. Wait. What was that? There’s
literally no way of reaching that person
again. My only hope’s anotherchance run in.
But our paths never cross. That’s what made
asking about lunch such a genuine surprise
in the first place.
Basic planning in person —a time, date,
and location —has become a lost art. To
tweakthe experiment, imagine that that
person you ran into stirred the thought,
“Wow, I honestly would be interested in
never connecting with this person again,” for
various reasons—maybe you think he or she
acts stupid when drunk, or maybe he or she
has an ugly side that comes out when tired,
or maybe he or she is stupid, or maybe he
or she is ugly. The conversation still works.
Hundreds of them happen every day. Basic
planning has become a lost art, and double
facticity has become a continued one.
When there were no cell phones, it was
disgustingly easy to be a snake. “What? You
didn’t get the invite? Hey, sorry, we tried to
get you there.” Nothing has changed. People
just catch on faster.
None of this should surprise you, really.

Just interesting points.
What have changed are the methods
in which a person fills the voids of the day.
Like a walk to class, for example. Whether
the phone is used to avoid a conversation,
or your own thoughts, a two-step process of
The Clutch and The Visor is employed.
The Clutch is having the phone out of
pocket, but not in use. Remains at the side.
In hand. In position. A soldier on reserve.
Enter: Aperson deemed stupid or ugly. Or
maybe the person is perceptive and beautiful, but the interaction will be stupid and
ugly. Because of an impulsive hook-up. Or a
messy breakup. Or the gray zone of I-knowhim-or-her-enough-because-we-talked-thatone-time-at-that-thing-but-is-that-enough?
Or, enter: None of this is stimulating enough
for me. And, The Clutch relinquishes its duty
and makes way for The Visor. The phone
moves up from the side and assumes the position approximately two feet from the face

where it doesn’t even need to light up. The
very fixation of vision on the screen is body
language for “I have checked out.” Don’t look.
More importantly, don’t intrude. Today, The
Visor is an accepted wayto be, in the most
basic sense of the word, so it doesn’t look
totally unnatural. The Visor stays The Visor
until a respectable distance has been gained
from the other party or from the disparaging
internal thought, and with the threat neutralized, The Visor salutes and steps down to
make room for The Clutch.
Lather, rinse, and repeat.
People started growing frustrated. I
couldn’t give themwhat they craved: availability. I was everywhere, and nowhere.
Coincidence was the singular unifier—a
chance encounter in the library or in the
dining hall. All other possibilities were just
hopes. Frustration stemmed out of the here
and the now, someone’s desire to talk for
want of asking a single question, looking for
something short or long in response, and I
wasn’t around. And that’s the beauty of it, I
found: I was nowhere, until I was.
It was also the downside. Weekend planning was inconvenient. Weekend planning
isn’t synonymous with basic planning. It’s
synonymous with basic coordination: you’re
there now, and I’m here now, so we’ll meet
therein five minutes. No phone, no coordinating—nada. It’s painful to run around
on the weekend, blind, looking to organize
something cool or get into something cool,
finding that you have no way of doing either,
outside of living in the thick of it, every waking moment, which is impossible.
All oflife started becoming inconvenient.
The interconnectedness that saves so much
time was not available to me anymore. Like
I said, phones make daily life so much easier
that it can be easily forgotten.
Cell phones are the byproduct of the
totality of human engineering, and they are,
simply put, essential. To disregard them
would be silly, but to constantly engage with
them is risking ignorance for what it means
to be. There’s my solution. Consume at your
leisure.

Ryan Daly is a staff columnist for The
Heights. He can be reached at opinions@
bcheights.com.

Hidden concurrent privilege

experiences serving as eye-opening, formative experiences. But what, exactly, does that

LACK OF SLEEP
Seven hours a
night? How about an hour every
five hours. That sounds more
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injustice was no longer some distant concept

the homeless or impoverished is a conceptual understanding. This understanding is
framed by one’s own personal narrative and
not from experience. Following a service
experience, we have our own personal
understanding of an individual’s background
and the obstacles in their life. The individual
whose situation we are assessing ceases to
become a concept and, instead, becomes
a person. A service experience forces us to
enter into the chaos of another, and after we
enter into their chaos, we recognize their
efforts, their challenges, and theirbarriers to

but a tangible, human problem. There were
people being failed by the system. Children
did not have adequate housing, education,
or support. And while I became far more
aware of how the system was failing millions
ofpeople across the country, it was not until
much later that I came to recognize the
other side of the story.
That boy and I are two sides of the same
coin. Not only is he being failed by the system, but I am also benefitting from the same
system. While he is unfairly disadvantaged, I
am unfairly advantaged.
I grew up in a middle-classhousehold
with two college-educatedparents. I graduated from a high school with a 99 percent
graduation rate. Growing up, I had no
personal exposure to peoplewho had been
in the penal system. Run-ins with the law
were used as cautionary tales of what not
to and
that had no bearing on
my day-to-day life. I know I am by no means
representative of all students at BC, but I
imagine my background will sound familiar
to many.
This is what I believe is our collective shortcoming. Although we are
capable of recognizing how individuals
are failed by the system, we are not as
adept at recognizing how the system
may benefit us personally. This is a
natural dissonance. To acknowledge
that an individual is disadvantaged by a
nameless, faceless system is one thing.
If we recognize ourselves as an integral
part of the same system that is disadvantaging other individuals, though, we
give the system a face. We give it our
face. In the first situation, service is a
form of generosity—an attempt to help
an individual who is disadvantaged by
some anonymous perpetrator—but in
the second situation, service becomes
something else entirely. It becomes a
social responsibility to address a system
that benefits us while simultaneously
disadvantaging others.

These are the shared realizations to
which I refer. While these realizations do
not happen suddenly or all at once, we can
often remember particular moments that
represent this personal awakening—indicative of what we often call the “eye-opening
experience.” For me, one of those moments
came while I was volunteering at the Collaborative Education Development Group, a
juvenile detention center in JamaicaPlains. I
was chatting with one of the kids I had come
to know and like over my few weeks of volunteering—a 12-year-old who had been in
and out of the facility multiple times—when
he asked me, “What were you in for?”
“Excuse me?” I asked him, convinced I
had misheard the question.
“What were you in for?” he repeated.
“Are you asking me what I went to juvie
for?”
“Yeah.”
“I’ve never been to juvie. I’ve never been
arrested.”
As I answered, I saw my own confusion
at the original question reflected in his processing ofmy answer. As incomprehensible
as it was to me to be talking to a 12-year-old
who had been in the system multiple times,
it was just as foreign to him to be talking
to a 19-year-old who had never been in the
system once.

Now when I hear statistics about disparities in the U.S. for things such as arrest
rates and graduation rates, I do not think of

some faceless individuals—abstract

ideas
ofpeople to whom I feel no connection. I
think of that boy at the detention center. I
think of the challenges he faced and those
statistics begin to represent real people, and
they become impossible to ignore. Systemic

Note: This column is from the author’s
upcoming senior thesis on service at BC.

Andrew Babbitt is

a guest

Nate Fisher
It’s been a tough year for the Boston College
administration. You can tell because people
are actuallytalking about “the BC administration.” There’s been a sharp upswing in the use of
the term “student’s rights,” and not just by the
habitual gripers like this author. Now honestto-goodness real people are doing the griping,
which should be the greatest indicator that
the BC administration isn’t running the show
properly. This campus has been thunderously
apathetic for my three and a half years here, but
now increasing swaths of thestudent body are
incensed about basically nothing? Something’s
wrong.

Worse yet is that theadministration has

responded terribly to this threat to their authority. The recent allegedforcing out of UGBC
vice president Chris Marchese is only the most
high-profile of the serious whiffs BC has made
in playing the political game. But, in the spirit
of the holidays, we as the student body should
give back to the administration, if only to level
the playing field as they try to seem authoritative for 2015. So I asked several ofhistory’s top
despots and dictators for some advice as to how
the BC administrators can better consolidate
their power.
Charles I, Kingdom of England / Scotland
/ Ireland / France, 1625-1649:
It’s not that you have to keep your underlings
happy, but you can’t give them an opportunity
to become legitimate. For example: Don’t force
someone out of a lesser political body if their
resulting indignation can bring the populace to
their side. Your student government had nothing to do with the feelings and aims of the student body en masse before you made a pariah
of its vice president for drinking, of all things.
There’s no better way for a marginalized institution to curry the favorof a society of drinkers
than creating a kind of wino William Wallace.
Oliver Cromwell, Commonwealth of
England / Scotland / Ireland, 1653-1658:
I actually think you guys are doing quite well.
Maximilien de Robespierre ofFrance,
1793-1794:

service experience, one’s understanding of

success.

Despots and
dictators

columnist

for

The Heights. He can be reached at
opinions@bcheights.com.

The opinions and commentaries of the staff columnists and cartoonists appearing on this page represent the views of
the author or artist of that particular piece, and not necessarily the views of The Heights. Any ofthe columnists and
artists for the Opinions section of The Heights can be reached at opinions@bcheights.com.

What is free speech really? For all intents
and purposes, free speech is just whateverthe
students clamoring for it have defined it as. All
you need to do is redefine “free speech” and you
can easily take control ofit. Everything’s in a
name. You can lop the heads offofpolitical dissidents and still get away with calling your society
a “free” one. Change the calendar, change the
history, change the name ofyour government,
and you can get away with changing almost
nothing real.
Napoleon Bonaparte, French Empire,
1804-1814:

Don’t listen to Robespierre, that dingus.
Robespierre did one thing right: he found the
right ways to get rid ofthe right people at the
right time. But he needed me to pick up where
he leftoff. When Robespierretook everything
away he failed to replace it with anything substantive. Robespierre can change the acronyms
of all his little pet projects all he wants, but

there’s nothing anyone loves more than a grand
narrative. Make it look like you have something
to do, like banning free speech is crucial to making campus send a unified message. Appeal to
Jesuit values the same way I appealed to Ancient
Rome. And stay dignified, because obviously
your little rope-a-dope with UGBC didn’t work
out. Take from that thelesson I learned too late:
Pick your battles.
Nikita Khruschev, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 1953-1964:
Following Joseph Stalin, horrid guy as he
was, is no small feat. Stalin was impressive. The
man ruled over arguably the most powerful
nation in the world for 30 years. His reign by its
own standards can be termed an unmitigated
success, a stark contrast to his National Socialist
counterpart whose own “1000-year empire” hit
a wall roughly 0.12 percent of the way through
its run-time. I myself had a more-or-less pleasant 11 years in charge, due in no small part to
blaming everything wrong in the USSR on poor

Joseph.
But when I could no longer maintain my

position ofpower I decided to sit down and
write the secret to my successor Brezhnev in

the form oftwo letters: one to be opened in the
event he faced his first national crisis, one to be

opened during his second. The first letter read:
“Blame everything on me,” which, if my case is
any example, works like a charm. The second
letter read: “Sit down. Write two letters.”
Maybe a rebrand is in order, or a personnel
switch. See ifyou can try Turning A New Leaf.
Whatever it is, have an exciting 2015!

Nate Fisher is a staff columnist for The
Heights. She can he reached at opin ions @
bcheights.com.
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KEY TO BOWL VICTORY: OFFENSE OR DEFENSE?
Murphy and offense must step up
By

Tom DeVoto

Heigh ts Staff
It would be easy for the Boston College football team
to default to one of the most overused sports cliches
in this situation: “defense wins championships.” The
phrase is generally credited to Alabama’s Bear Bryant,

who coached the Crimson Tide for 25 years. But does
it really still hold true today?
Take, for example, former University of Oregon
head coach Chip Kelly, who became renowned for
his explosive offensive scheme. In his final three years
at the helm, the Ducks ranked in the top five in total
offense each year, averaging an astounding 47.5 points
per game. Oregon’s defense generally held opposing
offenses at bay, but it was nothing to celebrate. In those
three years, Oregon won the Fiesta Bowl and the Rose
Bowl, and made an appearance in the National Championship Game.
Kelly’s success with an offense-centric game plan
indicates that college football teams no longer need
to rely on shutdown defenses to win. On the contrary,
a team paced by a prolific offense is more effective.
In Kelly’s mind, every play was a prime opportunity
for points, regardless of the tiring effects it had on his
own defensive players. The focus was on maximizing
his team’s points, not minimizing the opposing team’s

Tight D will pace Eagles against PSU
By

of the number of points its opponents put up, if
BC cannot repeatedly get the ball in the end zone,
its chances of winning are slim.
If the Eagles want to win, they must put up

Juan Santini

For The Heights
“Defense wins championships,” or so goes the
old football cliche. And although the winner of the
New Era Pinstripe Bowl matchup between Boston
College and Penn State will not be crowned National
Champions, there is still plenty on the line going
into the game.
For BC, it represents an opportunity to record
its first eight-win season since 2009. An eight-win
season would also mark clear progress for head coach
Steve Addazio as he wraps up his second season
on the Heights, hoping to continue increasing the
number in the win column each year.
While quarterback Tyler Murphy and the offense
will be counted on for their usual ground-and-pound
effort, the Penn State defense, ranked first nationally
in rushing defense and second in total defense, seems
equal to the task. Points will be hard to come by in
this game, and as such, the most important aspect
of this matchup for BC will be how theyperform on
the defensive side of the ball.
BC has a huge opportunity on defenseto win this
game by ensuring they get the edge in the turnover
battle, which would give the offense good field posi-

around 30 points and hope the defensive unit
holds together long enough to stave off the Nittany
Lions. To get the offense firing on all cylinders,
Murphy cannot be afraid to mix in a pass once in
a while. The dynamic backfield duo of Jon Hilliman and Myles Willis must dominate the ground
game and put a beating on PSU’s front seven.
Pint-sized Sherm Alston needs to providea timely
spark with his big play potential. It also must be
said that Penn State’s offense is bad —laughably
bad. It takes a special kind of offense for a team
that possesses one of the top defensive units in
the entire country to stumble to a .500 record.
The Nittany Lions, led by erratic sophomore QB
Christian Hackenberg, achieved just that. Held to
just six points at home versus 5-7 Northwestern
earlier this season, the Nittany Lions’ offense has
sputtered frequently this season, but can put up
points when it needs to.
Ultimately, Murphy must lead the offensive
effort in his final collegiate game if the Eagles plan
to have any shot at taming the Nittany Lions. ¦

score.
For BC to defeat the Penn State Nittany Lions in
the Pinstripe Bowl, it will need an offensive attack
that lights up the scoreboard faster than you can say
“Yankee Stadium.” The Eagles need to strike early and
engage their fan base to sway momentum in their favor.
It will be essential for BC to get the crowd going—there
should be a lot of Superfans in attendance—because
it’s obvious what they can do with a little bit of added
energy and excitement.
The Eagles have been inconsistent on offense in
the 2014 campaign. BC is one of the best teams in the
NCAA on the ground with 251.8 rushing yards per
game, but it ranks 123rd out of 128 in the nation in
passing. Quarterback Tyler Murphy is simply better
at taking over games with his legs rather than with
his arm.
Each ofBC’s biggest wins had high scores. The final
lines against USC, Virginia Tech, and NC State were 37-

31, 33-31, and 30-14, respectively. The Eagles’ defense,
as impressive as it has been, has trouble stopping its
most talented opponents.
Now look at the Eagles’ losses: BC has point totals
of 20, 21,13,19, and 17 in those five games. Regardless

EMILY FAHEY / HEIGHTS EDITOR

Will Tyler Murphy run all over Penn State in New York City? Or will BC’s defense shine the brightest in the city

-
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tion on its drives. To do this, the team must rattle
Penn State quarterback Christian Hackenberg.
After an impressive freshman campaign in Happy
Valley, he has had a nightmare of a sophomore season. He is currently one interception shy of a 1:2
touchdown-to-interceptionratio for the year. This
ratio, to put it lightly, represents plenty ofroom for
improvement. His passing efficiency ranks 118th of
all 125 NCAA DI schools. He has also been sacked
more than all but sixDI quarterbacks, which certainly
has not helped him with his turnover problems.
Sadly for PSU fans, the rushing offense is equally
paltry,ranking 117th in the nation in yards per game.
All things considered, the Penn State offensehas been
a disappointment all year, and despite high offensive
outputs against perennial cupcakes in UMass and
Temple, it ranks 117th in yards per game offense,
and 115th in scoring offense. These poor statistics,
particularly the ones highlighting the Nittany Lions’
propensity for turnovers, spell trouble against an
opportunistic and aggressive BC defense.
With PSU’s defenseset to give the Eagles’ clockconsuming offense fits, the task falls upon the BC
defense to pressure Hackenberg into making mistakes
early. He has shown in the past that he can be rattled
if pressured in the early stages of the game, and if
BC can force some turnovers and jump out to a
quick lead, the already struggling Penn State offense
becomes one dimensional —a bad recipe for a team
with a quarterback that throws almost twice as many
interceptions as touchdowns and gets sacked more
than three times a game.
Luckily forBC defensive coordinator Don Brown
and his players, the Eagles rank a respectable 33rd
nationally in team sacks and 24th in tackles for loss.
This is an aggressive BC defense, led by its formidable
front-seven, that can make it a very long afternoon
in New York for the Penn State offense. If the Eagles
can pressure Hackenberg into mistakes that lead to
good field position for the BC offense, the Eagles’
physical offensive style of play will eventually wear
down the PSU defense.
Of course, it is more than likely that Tyler Murphy
and the BC offense will be the subject of most of the
highlights in this matchup. Against a very stout Nittany Lion defense, however, it would not be a surprise
ifthe offensestruggles. In games like this, the offense
needs a hand from the defense to provide a spark. If
you put any stock in statistics, you have to like BC’s
chances to have a very happy bus-ride back from
Yankee Stadium. ¦

-
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The Weeks Ahead

Standings

Men's hockey welcomes the University of
Michigan to the Heights on Saturday. The
football team goes to battle against Penn
State in the New Era Pinstripe Bowl on
December 27th. Women's basketball faces
off against New Hampshire on Sunday.
Jameis Winston and Florida State will face
their biggest challenge of the year against
Oregon in the College Football Playoff.

|

CONNOR MELLAS
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Recap from Last Picks
BC women's basketball defeated BU
73-56 in the team's home opener. FSU
continued its perfect season by defeating the Eagles in a nailbiter, 20-17. The
men's hockey team crushed Maine in
Chestnut Hill by a 4-1 score, its third
straight victory. Manchester United
continued its hot streak as well, winning
its fifth in a row over Arsenal, 2-1.
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Mutual Destruction

¦

Boston College men’s hockey hosts the
University of Michigan on Saturday night at
Kelley Rink. Last weekend, the Eagles fought
for a draw at New Hampshire, then came back
to Chestnut Hill and beat the Wildcats the next
night. Michigan has been on a tear as of late,
winning six out its last seven. The Wolverines
have scored eight goals twice during that run and
will surely test the Eagles blueliners. This is the
third Big Ten matchup for BC this season, the
others being a win against Michigan State and
a loss against Minnesota.

Saturday, 7 p.m., Kelley Rink

BC among Boston’s best
From Column, A8

EMILY FAHEY

/

HEIGHTS EDITOR

Coach Erik Johnson’s team fell to the Crusaders on Wednesday night, 80-64, despite a strong offensive performanceby Nicole Bourdreau, who scored 24 points.

Crusaders’ energy proves too much for BC
From Basketball, A8

Eagles cut the
Holy Cross lead from 25 to 15
a 3-pointer. The

and went to the locker rooms at
halftime losing 51-36.
The second half did not appear to be any improvement
from the first. Holy Cross came
out and scored right away. BC’s
struggles continued but it was
evident that they had more en-

ergy and aggression.
But this energy did not help
them. The team went almost six
minutes without scoring until

Boudreau made a layup with
13:14 left. At this point, BC
regrouped and made a slight
comeback.
The team moved the ball
faster and halted the Holy Cross
offense. With 3:23 left in the
game, the Eagles’ play became

sloppy once again.
After an aggressive steal, BC
threw away the ball—another
detrimental turnover. The Crusaders scored 23 points off the
Eagles’ 15 turnovers. Holy Cross

fought down to the last second
and were relentless. The Eagles
could not put up a fight.
Boudreau was BC’s leading
scorer with 24 points, but Holy

Cross’s Raquel Scott tallied 26

and Lisa Misfud was close be-

hind with 23. The Eagles’ bench
had 26 points, but with low
shooting percentages and 15
turnovers, the team could not
come close enough to threatening Holy Cross.

The Eagles looked like a completely different team Wednesday. In order to have a successful
season they may have to go back
to the drawing board. ¦

Trivigno, Carpenter too big for Big Green
From Hockey, A8
the Big Green came back on the
attack. Katie Burt made the initial
save on the attack, but made a rare
rookie mistake in the process. Burt
read thepuck incorrectly, moving to
the left side post, while the puck was
actually in front of the net.
Morgan Illikainen capitalized on
the Burt miscue and drew the Big
Green within three. Dana Trivigno,
would answer two minutes and six

seconds later, extending the lead to
4-1 going into the second intermission.

Despite another offensive on-

slaught by the Big Green, the Eagles
kept the Big Green attack out of the
EMILY FAHEY HEIGHTS EDITOR
net in the third period. The Eagles
The Eagles show no mercy against Dartmouth, winningby a sizeable margin. also added two goals to their lead,
/

SCOREBOARD

IND
BC

76
67

BC
8
MAINE 1

BUSS 24 PTS
KARIMA 10 PTS

sealing the result in a concerning but
victorious effortby the team. The win
at Dartmouth continues the Eagles’
program record 15-game winning
streak and ties the program’s longest
unbeaten streak at 18 games.
To put the 53-day-long winning
streak in perspective, it is worth noting that the last day the Eagles were
not on a winning streak was the day
of the N.H. Pumpkin Festival riot.
Since then, Massachusetts elected anew governor and Ebola went
rampant.
Not only that, but on that day—
Oct. 19—the
high temperature
in Chestnut Hill was a balmy 57
degrees. All of this has happened
during the Eagles’ win streak—the
last time they lost was last March in

the tournament.
¦

PROV 60
BC
69

DUNN 24 PTS
HANLAN 24 PTS

2
2

DEMKO 37 SVS
KELLEHER 1 G

SKARUPA 2 G BC
LANGRTY 1 G UNH

team’s claim to the 1940 National Championship.
So let’s put aside hockey for
a while, although it should be
mentioned that they have also
looked extraordinarily average
this season. We can put aside
sailing as well, until the inevitable day when the sport is the
only thing left to do after global
warming floods the earth.
So what does BC have?
As I continue thinking, I
realize that maybe BC does
belong in this video.
The only thing that makes
me think otherwise is that its
called “Titletown.” This title
highlights everything that
is wrong with the culture of
fandom.
The phrase, “bandwagon
fan,” is thrown out every day in
the sports world. People want
trophies, and nothing short of
an ultimate victory will please
them.
Especially at BC, if the
teams aren’t winning, the broad
student population has trouble
getting behind them. Outside
the campus, BC sports are not
widely popular in Massachusetts and the name means less
still in a national arena. The
reason for this is simple: too
much dust in the trophy case.
Yet BC still has a rightful
spot in the video.
The video of BC football’s
defining moment —Doug Flutie
hurling a desperation ball
downfield, the ball falling into
Gerard Phelan’s hands, and
Flutie jumping in the air—deserves a spot next to Brady and
the Patriots.
Flutie and Brady were the
small, overlooked quarterbacks
who got their chance and
shined, en route to a Heisman
and a Fombardi Trophy, respectively. Brady put his hands
to his face in a boyish expression of shock and happiness
after winning his first, while
Flutie jumped up and down
like a kid on Christmas.
In both cases, the underdog
came through.
Later, shots of David Gordon raising his arms in the air
as he split the uprights to take
down Notre Dame mirrors
Adam Vinatieri nailing one of
his two Super Bowl-clinching
field goals.
While the difference is
that Brady and Vinatieri got
the trophy in the end and BC
only had singular moments
throughout their seasons, the
character behind the two teams
is the same.
Fans remember the individuals that played in Boston
more than the titles they won.
Larry Bird walked into the
locker room before the 3-point
contest and asked, “Which one
of you guys is going to finish
second?” And in response to

2
4

WILLOWS 2 G
CANGELOSI 1 G 2 A

BC
73
HART 61

HUGHES 22 PTS
BEPKO 20 PTS

UNH
BC

BC
HC
BC
DART

the Marathon bombings, David
Ortiz proudly exclaimed, “This
is our f—ing
city.” The list goes
on and on.
Add to that list the fiery
Steve Addazio, the witty Jim
Christian, and classy Jerry
York, and you know why BC
belongs in this city.
Yes, I’m spoiled, but I also
remember the darker times of
Boston sports. (I use dark as a
relative term because I know
what’s it like to be a Philly or
New York sports fan.)
I’m talking about the time
when Aaron Boone and the
Yankees consistently ended
any dreams of reversing the
curse. I’m talking about the
times when Paul Pierce was the
sole bright spot on the C’s and
Antoine Walker gambled his
talent away.
It’s hard to believe, but there
are times in my life when all my
sports teams were bad.
Then, all of a sudden, a
sixth-round draft pick led his
team to three Super Bowls in
four years. Johnny Damon,
Kevin Millar, Big Papi’s bat, and
Schilling’s bloody sock rallied
“The Idiots” to a miraculous
comeback and a first World
Series victory in 86 years.
Then Celtics GM Danny Ainge
pulled off a heist to collect the
“Big Three” and win a championship. The Bruins followed
suit and the rest is history.
Who’s to say BC can’t make
this turn around?
Here at Chestnut Hill —with
men’s hockey looking shockingly mortal this season —it’s
fair to say we are in a low
point that many Boston teams
have experienced. Too many
programs, men’s basketball
above all, are in a rebuilding
phase. While football is shining
in some big moments, they are
just falling short against other
powerhouses and losing to
lesser teams.

I’ve learned that struggling
is a necessary part of being a
fan. Without the struggle, I
would not be so struck with
awe and emotion at the “Titletown” video.
Boston’s rich history of
sports, from the Auerbach’s
cigar and Fisk waving it fair to
Orr’s cup-winning goal and the
“Tuck Rule,” throws BC into
the deepest shadows of the
Prudential.
As we struggle through the
losses to Colorado State, or losing season after losing season,
we should be reminded that the
characters and personalities
are what make these BC teams
special.
That is the reason why
Boston College sports matter, even in the city known as
“Titletown.”

Jack Stedman is a staff writerfor
The Heights. He can be reached
at sports@bcheights.com
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Welcome to
‘Titletown
’

Jack Stedman

THE CURSE
Eagles look to change history in first postseason matchup against Penn State
By

me.

I’ll just come out and say it. I’m

Michael Sullivan

Heights

two conference opponents that finished with

Staff

spoiled.
I can distinctly remember all eight
trophies that the big four Boston

sports teams —Patriots, Bruins, Red
Sox, and Celtics—lifted during my
lifetime, all of them coming this
century. I’ve agonizingly witnessed
four trips that those teams have made
to the championship series or game
and lost.
And that doesn’t even include the
New England Revolution, the unfortunate second-cousin once-removed
that no one wants to sit with at the
Big Four Thanksgiving dinner table,
who has made a whopping five unsuccessful trips to the MLS finals in the
last 12 years.
So I watch with extreme joy
as Adam Vinatieri is mobbed by
teammates, as Keith Foulke flips to
Mientkiewicz for the final out, as
Zdeno Chara hoists the Stanley Cup,
as Pierce and Garnett watch banner
number 17 rise to the ceiling of the
Garden, and as Koji Uehara points a
finger to the sky in the pure elation as
David Ross lifts him up.
Suddenly, I’m reliving memories
and past glories. I’m back in my
neighbor’s house for a Super Bowl
party, watching Brady hit David Patten in the corner of the endzone, or
I’m sitting in my living room with
my dad last fall watching Koji pitch a
perfect ninth inning.
A shake of the head brings me
back into the present moment. And
I begin to think: does BC Athletics belong in this “Titletown” video?
Looking at the size of the trophy
cabinet, the answer is no, with the
obvious exception of men’s hockey.
Of the 12 national champions on BC’s
resume, five have come from hockey,
and six have come from sailing. The
last comes from football, but the
NCAA doesn’t even recognize that

See Column, A7

Four wins, 19 losses.
That represents Boston College football’s
all-time record against the Penn State Nittany
Lions. With a .174 winning percentage in 23
games dating back to 1949, it will take the
Eagles 220 years at their current rate to take
the advantage in the rivalry. This stipulates that
Penn State never wins another game between
the two.
Yikes.
But not all hope is lost. BC currently rides
the hot hand in the series, winning three of
its last four matchups against Penn State—the
most recent coming in 2004. The Eagles play a
different role this time around—BC opens as
the early favorite, with a three and a half point
spread, according to Vegas Insider.
BC also comes into the New Era Pinstripe
Bowl as the better team this season. For the
first time since 2007—if you ignore Penn State’s
many vacated wins from the Jerry Sandusky
child abuse scandal—the Eagles (7-5, 4-4 ACC)
have a better record than the Nittany Lions (66, 2-6 Big Ten).
Unlike previous years, BC’s record cannot
be accredited to playing in the traditionally
football-weak ACC. Four of BC’s losses came
against teams which, at one point during the
season, ranked in the AP Poll. Three of those
teams —Clemson, Louisville, and playoff-bound
Florida State —play
in BC’s Atlantic Division
and finished the regular season in the Top
25. BC also defeated one ranked team (its
memorable upset of No. 9 Southern California),
which still looks impressive after the Trojans’
resurgence to the back end of the poll.
Penn State earned a bowl berth in large part
because of its perfect 4-0 record in non-conference games. Only one of those four games
(PSU’s opening week victory against AAC
Champion Central Florida) featured a team
with a winning regular season record.
On the other hand, Penn State still seems
plagued by the lasting effects of the NCAA’s
sanctions resulting from the Sandusky scandal.
While the Big Ten got stronger —featuring two
top-10 teams —PSU
dropped to sixth out of
seven in the conference’s East Division, leading
only 4-8 Indiana. The Nittany Lions also fell to

losing records (Northwestern and Michigan)
while missing out on opportunities against
Michigan State and Ohio State, the two ranked
teams PSU played in 2014.
The Nittany Lions finished with two conference wins, against Indiana and Rutgers.
Neither victory, however, proved much about
the team, as the Nittany Lions scored only 13
points in each game, winning by a margin of a
touchdown or less.
PSU’s performance in those two games runs
consistent with its season-long offensive disappointments. Penn State finished 115th in the
nation in points per game, with an average of
19.8. The Nittany Lions’ negative 7.85 offensive
efficiency rating ranks at a paltry 116th in the

YANKEE STADIUM
FRANCISCO RUELA

Victoria Johnson

For the FLeights
The Boston College women’s basketball team traveled to the College of
the Holy Cross Wednesday night for a
classic Je64
Boston College
'suit
ri80
Holy Cross
valry. The
Crusaders came into the game with a
1-7 record, seeming to guarantee a BC
victory.

This was not the case, however, as
the Eagles struggled throughout the
game against an energetic and aggressive Holy Cross team. After 16 consecutive losses against the Eagles, the
Crusaders broke the losing streak with
a convincing 80-64 win.
Holy Cross won the tip and scored
first with a free throw shot by Raquel
Scott. BC looked like it was scrambling
from the start, missing several easy

3-9 Wake Forest ranks lower.
On the ground, PSU features a solid twoman rushing attack in Akeel Lynch and Bill Belton. Both have put up decent numbers —Lynch
leads the team with 603 yards on the ground.
The Nittany Lions overall, on the other hand,
finished 120th in the nation in rushing yards
per game at 103.6, gaining only a total of 1,243
yards. By contrast, BC quarterback Tyler Murphy nearly gained that amount on the ground
this year on his own.
Much of Penn State’s offensive woes, however, result from a poor season by quarterback
Christian Hackenberg. His 2,606 passing yards
ranked solidly among all quarterbacks at 51st,
but he only passed for eight touchdowns against

By

THIS ISSUE

a stellar season for new head coach James
Franklin’s defense.
Led by defensive linemen Anthony Zettel
and Deion Barnes, PSU tops the Big Ten in
defensive efficiency, ranking seventh overall in
the NCAA at a 12.18 clip. Penn State gave up
the fewest rushing yards per game in the country, allowing only 84.6 per game. Although the
Eagles faced many of the nation’s top defenses
Clemson, Virginia Tech,
this year—Louisville,
to name a few—PSU’s
low mark should concern
BC head coach Steve Addazio.
BC should come up strong on both sides of
the ball against Penn State. Expect the Eagles
to continue their season-long march on the
ground.
Six BC players personally gained over 200
yards on the ground this season, Murphy leading with 1,079. BC finished 15th in the NCAA
with 3,022 total rushing yards. The matchup
between BC’s rushers and Penn State’s defensive front seven should prove the most intriguing one in the game.
The Eagles, however, possess a huge advantage on defense. BC defensive coordinator
Don Brown built his defense to subdue the
run —the
Eagles rank fourth in the nation in
fewest rushing yards allowed, giving up only
94.8 per game.
This will force Hackenberg to the air, where
BC has strong secondary men Dominique
Williams and Manuel Asprilla eager to add to
the beleaguered quarterback’s high interception total.
There’s a good chance the Eagles will never
close this win-loss gap, whether because of a
lack of opportunities to play each other or the
sheer statistical improbability to make up for
that deficit. If, however, BC overcomes this
battered Nittany Lions team in the Pinstripe
Bowl—the first postseason game between these
that’s a good
120-year-old programs—well,
start on that long upward march. ¦

Arthur Bailin
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The Boston College women’s hockey
team has consistently proven this sea-

son that they are capable of winning in
easy routs.
6
College

Boston

Wednesday night in
Hanover, N.H., it confirmed to the college hockey world that they could win
in a competitive game, too. The Eagles,
despite facing an offensive onslaught
from Dartmouth, still managed to hold
the Big Green to one goal en route to
a 6-1 advantage that would eventually result in the team’s 17th win of the

Dartmouth

1<

season.
In a game in which the Eagles aban-

ARTHUR BAIUN

INSIDE SPORTS

completion percentage, quarterback rating,
and QBR all took significant hits.
The Nittany Lions’ deficiencies while possessing the ball overshadow what has been

Eagles keep on cruising

shots.
Sophomore Kelly Hughes, BC’s
leading scorer, was face-guarded and
struggled early on to get her hands
on the ball. All of this, combined with
Holy Cross’s high energy and ability to
get inside, led BC to flounder on both
sides of the court.
At the first media break, the Eagles
trailed 12-4 and shot 20 percent from
the field. They had no turnovers before
the break, but accrued four in the next
minute and a half.
Holy Cross managed to sink three
3-pointers in a row to make the score
30-8 with 10 minutes left in the half. It
seemed as though every shot a Crusader
put up fell in, while BC could not manage to pull it together.
Junior Nicole Boudreau tried to
rally the team together when she made

See Basketball, A7

HEIGHTS STAFF

country, second-lowest among Power Five
Conference teams according to ESPN. Only the

BC ‘Crossed’ on the court
By

/

15 interceptions, lOth-most in the NCAA.
Additionally, the sophomore’s 54.4 completion percentage ranks lower than even Murphy.
This represents a downturn from his impressive
freshman year—his
total yards, touchdowns,

'

The chill of Conte Forum on a
hockey night pervades the air, while
a bigger chill runs down my spine.
It’s a Tuesday night, and Boston
College is about to take on Harvard
for a game Superfans choose forget.
The ebbs and flows of the pre-game
routine —students filing in, hot dogs
being made, and “Fiddle Kid” tuning
his violin—goes
on around me, but
I’m in a different world.
Standing in the entranceway to the
seats, my head transfixes on the big
screen. A YouTube video, aptly called
“Titletown,” plays on the screen, and
emotions course through my body.
Asa New Englander through and
through, it was easy to get caught up
in the sights that flashed across the
screen. The individual moments of
pure ecstasy all morph into one, long
explosion of emotion that overwhelms

/
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The Crusaders held Hughes to nine points

doned their usual blueprint of winning
games, it only made sense that the
first period, not the second or third,
yielded the highest amount of goals.

POINT/COUNTERPOINT: What will be

a bigger factor for the

Eagles in the Pinstripe Bowl: offense or defense?

A6

Scoreboard
Editors’ Picks

It all started with Alex Carpenter getting on the score sheet just under three
minutes into the game. The Eagles’
first line would score again when Haley
Skarupa sent the puck past goalie Robyn
Chemago a little bit after the halfway
point of the period. A goal by Kate Leary
sent the Eagles into the locker room
with a 3-0 lead.
The second period marked a sudden
change for the Eagles. BC had been
accustomed to decent starts, but even
stronger second periods. The game plan
had been to prime the prey for the kill in
the first, and execute in the second. Yet,
the Eagles could not execute, as a strong
Dartmouth attack met them.
BC’s Megan Keller was sent to the
box early in the second period on a
tripping infraction. The Eagles cleared
the zone on the ensuing face-off, but

See Hockey, A7
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State of ‘The Newsroom’
AS SORKIN FACES THE MUSIC, THE SHOW
DISCUSSES SEXUAL ASSAULT, PAGE B3
ALBUM REVIEW

‘2014 Forest Hill Drive’
J COLE AFFIRMS HIS COOL AND ROAD TO
HIP-HIP STARDOM, PAGE B
4
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REASONABLE DOWD

A New Hope
for Star Wars

Ryan

Dowd

I’ve been sitting on this for a while—since
the Friday over the late Thanksgiving break
when I watched the Star Wars: Episode VII
Tire Force Awakens trailer in the parking
lot of a grocerystore within the confines the
family van.
With so much havingalready been said
by journalists, “journalists,” fans, and Stephen
Colbert, it would be humanely impossible to
document the entire cultural response. So
why not add one more? It’s the best movie
trailer I’ve ever seen, and I once wrote a
column for this very paper professing my
love for movie trailers. It was everything we
expected—the iconic MillenniumFalcon
hurding through the sky and lightsabers—and everything we didn’t—a black storm
trooper and a red lightsaber. Even on my
11th viewing, I couldn’t pull my eyes away
from the television (because watching it on a
laptop is an act of selfishness, which leads to
the dark side).
The trailer is proofthat you can take
something some old and make it new. The
old Star Wars always filled me with hope.
One of my clearest memories as a child is
seeing Star Wars: A Mew Hope in theaters
with my dad and older brother. I understand
that this makes absolutelyno sense, given
that the movie came out in 1977 and I was
born in 1993.1promise i don’t believe in
reincarnation. One of those is probably true.
Because I’m a relatively sane human being,
I’ll admit it must have been the movie’s rerelease sometime in the late 19905. What a
glorious time.
What makes Star Wars great is that it’s
really just about a kid on a farm who believes
in something—that his life should mean
something, and eventually the Force. The
Force may be a hokey religion, but it’s one
that works. It lets you achieve some level
of selfhood and also lets you lift spaceships
and jump really far—which are all really
good things. It’s also about a scoundrel and
the greatest fictional character of all time
who believes in nothing but his own blaster
and isn’t afraid to shoot first as he goes on
to woo a princess with his general ruffianism. If you like stories, they don’t get much
better than that. Then, they tried again.
Lucas’s updated trilogy tackled many of the
same things—friendship, lightsaber duels,
hereditary destiny. And by tackled, I mean
maimed, beat with a bat, and left on the side
of the road. It was a shame, so different than
the movie I saw a couple years before in a
crowded IMAX theater. Again, I promise it
actually happened.
Because college is on my mind given that
I’m a student who attends college, I can’t help
but see this phenomenon here. The Boston
College that I first entered two and a half
years ago was a lot like thatfirst screening.
Obviously, I didn’t visit the school before
showing up for lucky Orientation seven. It
seemed like a pretty hopeful place. People
seemed to like being here. But eventually,
the school that I thought Iattended and the
imaginary one that people talked about—one
that wasn’t as bureaucratic and impersonalfaded away. It hadn’t yet given its older iteration a complete and total beatdown, but if the
second Star Wars trilogy taught me anything,
it’s that it can always get worse.
As I watched the Force awaken for the
first time in just a teaser of a trailer, however,
I thinkIfound a bit of hope again—that if J.
J. Abrams can take something old and good
and make it new and good—maybe we can
still do the same here. If movies, or more
generally art, are goodfor anything, I think
it’s hope. So I’m hopeful again, that when the
real movie comes out in a year, it’s actually
good. And with that, perhaps there’s hope
for BC a year from now. Perhaps students
won’t have to demonstrate in the Quad to
rally for the right to say the things a Jesuit
institution should teach them to say. Perhaps
we’ll stop acting like “the BC Lookaway”
and “hookup culture” are cultural movements exclusive to BC. Perhaps the pristine
Gasson and immaculately sodded lawn will
no longer be the primary image this campus
uses rain or shine, happy or—God forbid—a
little bummed about something. My gut
says nothing changes, but that little guy
inside—enamored with Han Solo—is tugging
on my Superfan shirt. Maybe, just maybe.
May the Force be with you.
-

PHOTO COURTESYOF ARTHUR BAIUN
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‘The New England Classic’ brings humor to the BC publication scene, makingeveryday lifefor students lighter with an alternate view on the Chestnut Hill campus happenings.

BITE-SIZED SATIRE
‘The New England Classic' pokes holes in the BC bravado
By

Sean Keeley

Senior Heights Staff

Among the family of Boston College student
publications, The New England Classic has always
been something of a black sheep. Always, that is,
since 2007, when a pair of sophomore girls stuck
on College Road joked about smashing down their
adjoining walls to make their own Coßo eightman. They ended up making their own satirical
publication instead.
Seven years later, the paper’s unofficial
shepherds are Ben Shapiro, CSOM T6, and
Anthony Perasso, A&S T7. On The New England
Classic website, they go by John C. Reilly and
L. Ron Cupboard, respectively: a sign of the
paper’s commitment to anonymity, as well as its
commitment to not taking itself too seriously.
In fact, its very mission is to not take BC too
seriously—to poke holes in the everyday fabric of
life at BC with satire that is outrageous and often
very close to home.
In many ways, The New England Classic retains
the same basic strategy that has guided the paper
since 2007. It has always been funded out-of-pocket,
and printed without University aid or significant
alumni donations. It usually appears about once a
month in a simple paper issue, which is printed out at
Eagle Print and then aggressively distributed around
campus. The newest issue drops today, just in time
for finals, and Shapiro noted that they are committed
to continuing the print edition into the foreseeable

future.
At the same time, though, The New England
Classic has made considerable strides toward strate-

gically expanding its reach and relevance. “Over the
last couple of months, it has just really blown up,”
Shapiro says. The key to this success, perhaps, lies in
its presence on social media. On any given day, you
can find The New England Classic engaging in a Twitter war with The Gavel, sarcastically tweeting about

up-to-the-minutehappenings on campus, or posting
decidedly unattractive “#CarneyGrams.”
Moreover, the paper’s engagement with other
campus publications has extended into its own content. Recent stories have included an “Inauthentic

Eagles” piece featuring the Bapst grout wall, in a
parody of the popular Gavel series, and a “His Campus BC” article about a Plex bro’s disgust at the relocation of the elliptical macwhines. Through pieces
like these, the paper uses the style of The Onion and
Clickholeto satirize BC publications as well as the way
campus talks about itself. And through its expanded
online presence, including a revamped website, the
publication has found new ways to assert its voice
beyond the print edition and to tap into the daily

“I think satire can thrive in the BC
environment,”Perasso said. “It’s
a little uptight; it’s homogenous,
and that’s easy to pokefun at.”
foibles of BC students.
Talking with Shapiro and Perasso, it quickly becomes clear how shrewdly they understand what is on
students’ minds. There is a science to tapping into the
layered babble of the BC bubble. One crucial tool for
finding comedic material is Yik Yak, the popular and
anonymous messaging app. “Yik Yak is surprisingly
effective at figuring out what people agree with,” Perasso explained. On a particularly rainy Tuesday, for
instance, they noticed Yik Yak users overwhelmingly
complaining about the weather, and then tailored
their tweets to reflect that, picking up a dozen new
followers over the course of a day.
Of course, relying on crowd-sourced anonymous
messaging also has its problems. Shapiro discovered
this for himself earlier this week, when he put a
satirical spin on a Yik Yak post alleging that a fresh-

man-area RA had been busted

for drug possession.

The original post, along with Shapiro’s ensuing story,
was like pretty much everything The New England
Classic writes factually false, but by sheer coincidence
the joke story described a fictional RA whose floor
assignment and major matched a real one. The result
was an unfortunate misunderstanding, where the real
student felt his reputation hadbeen unfairly tarnished
by those who mistook the satire for reality.
Shapiro took full responsibility for the incident
on Monday, removing the story in question, issuing a
public apology on The New England Classics website
and social media accounts, and directly apologizing to
the student. “We try and avoid those situations ifpossible, and we’re going to work harder in the future to
make sure that doesn’t happen again,” Shapiro said.
This one incident aside, the paper has never run
into any major trouble with those misinterpreting its
content, or with the administration. In fact, the duo
counts it as a source of pride that the official Boston
College Twitter account is among the paper’s followers. “That was a big turning point for us, when Boston
College followed us on Twitter,” Shapiro said, before
half-jokingly adding, “We’re thinking that’s more of
a way to just keep an eye on us.”
A lot more eyes are on The New England Classic these days, and when I asked the duo what was
next for the publication, the answer was swift: world
domination. Beyond that modest goal, Shapiro and
Perasso hope to continue doing what they are doing:
delivering a healthy swtream of satire both in print
and online. For both students, their brand of satire
is a natural fit for BC’s campus culture and may even
serve as a corrective to it.
“I think satire can thrive in the BC
environment,” Perasso said. “It’s a little uptight; it’s
homogenous, and that’s easy to poke fun at. And
the positive side, I guess, [is that] it’s good to bring
awareness and to get people to think about it.”
“We fall victim to that, too,” Shapiro added. “But if
you can’t make fun ofyourself, there’s no point.”*

Ryan Dowd is a staf columnistfor
The Heights. lie can be reached at
arts@bcheights. com.
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Sorkin’s ‘The Newsroom’ comments on sexual assault
By

Grace Godvin

For the Heigh ts
Ah, The Newsroom in the
headlines again.
In the latest episode of The
Newsroom, creator Aaron Sorkin
does what he does best: provide
social commentary on issues
in which he has zero expertise.
But in this case, he might have a
point. In the penultimate episode
of the series, “Oh Shenandoah,”
Sorkin manages to accidentally predict the future, featuring
one of the biggest issues in the
headlines today: rape on college
campuses.
In the episode, the ACN
newsroom has been taken over
by a tyrannical billionaire (played
magically by Office alum B.J. Novak), who insists that the show’s
producer, Don Keefer, feature
a segment with a rape victim
and her accuser together in the
studio. Keefer manages to find
the woman, an undergrad at
Princeton named Mary. After
her assault, Mary has interestingly created a website designed
as a forum for women to discuss
what has happened to them
and, in the process, name their

attackers.
Once the two begin to discuss
the prospective segment, and
in typical Don fashion, Keefer
argues that by going on national
television with her rapist, Mary
is making a “mistake to convene
your own trial in front of a television audience where there’s no
due process, no lawyers, no discovery, no rules of procedure.”
After she vents her frustration that the man who did this
to her will never go to jail or
face any substantial punishment,
Keefer explains that it is her
word against his, and that he’s
“morally obligated” to believe
the man, because that’s how the
judiciary system would see the
case. “The law can acquit. The
internet never will,” Don tells
her, afraid of possibly ruining
a man’s life despite his alleged
horrifying crime.
Asa self-declaredprofessional journalist, Keefer is forced to
take on an objective perspective,
no matter the disturbing nature
of Mary’s accusation. The show
has in many ways explored what
it means to be a journalist—a
good journalist. And, to be honest, Keefer is often one of the
best of the bunch despite his

sometimes aggressive manner.

And in this season, Sorkin
has exploredthis essential theme
by continuously distinguishing between his newsroom of
professional journalists and the
angry horde he calls “citizen
journalist”—who
operate in the
journalistic slums of Twitter and
Reddit.
While Sorkin’s critique of the
internet and “citizen journalism”
has been all but shoved down our
throats this season, his take on
this issue, while controversial, is
undeniably thought-provoking.
Perhaps the most impactful moment of the episode occurs when
Mary relays to Don the advice
she has given to avoid rape.
“Say you have a boyfriend,
wear a wedding ring. I am supposed to protect myself from
a man by pretending I am the
property of another man.”
For Mary, the assumption
a temporary solution can fix a
problem as deeply rooted in a
culture as sexual assault is symptomatic of the problem. From
here, the line between Sorkin’s
fiction and the saddening reality
of sexual assault begin to blur.
Have we not learned from the
priest sex-abuse scandal that was

PHOTO COURTESYOF HOME BOX OFFICE

As Andrew Sorkin’s television swan song winds down ‘The

Newsroom/ it confronts the complexnature of sexual assault

exposed in 2002? Or the AIDS
epidemic in the ‘80s?
Victim-blaming as a shortterm fix has always failed. Here
at Boston College, the sexual assault policy was recently updated
this year to include definitions
and “incapacitation,” and to change the way
the University deals with these

for “consent”

cases.

Cases

of sexual assault here

on campus more than doubled

last year, with eleven cases being
reviewed in 2013. This number
still seems remarkably low, considering the “one in five” statistic
that comes from the Campus
Sexual Assault Study, which
was conducted for the Justice
Department six years ago.
Asa woman on a college campus, it is hard not to get angry
at Don Keefer when he tries to
persuade Mary out of the chance
to humiliate her rapist. But in
some ways he is also right. The

justice system in our country
to bring justice to rape
victims on a regular basis, but
turning to a public forum—like
the Internet or national television—to discuss it will only lead
to a scrutiny for both the victim
and the accused.
All things said, there is no
alternative to penal justicewhen
it comes to giving victims the
rights and satisfaction they deserve. While the horror of rape
is undoubtedly valid, so too is
the capability of the public in
an anonymous setting like the
Internet. Keefer tells Mary that
if this is what she decides to do,
it will be “covered like sports,”
and that she will be deemed a
liar, or worse, slut-shamed. And
the tragedy of it all is that she
will never find the justice she is
looking for.
In all of this arises a multitude of questions. If we cannot
be granted our own civil rights
and protections by the justice
system, then where do we turn?
Are we simply forced to deal
with these problems on our own?
Why are women forced to claim
to be the “property”
of men to
find safety?
For once, Aaron Sorkin does
not claim to know the answer.
Rather, he sparks swome questions that desperately needed to
be asked. ¦

Look out for Staff Applications
coming this January

If finals have got you stressed, chill out in
Cambridge this Saturday for some free iceskating located at 300 Athenaeum Street.
The 9th annual event will include a special
“Holiday on Ice” show at 2 p.m., as well as hot
drinks and food provided by local restaurant

Commonwealth.

KISS 108 JINGLE BALL
(SUNDAY 12/14, 7:30 P.M.)

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAINT NITE

The most famous reindeer of all is starring in
his very own musical at the Shubert Theatre
until the end of this weekend. Adapted from
the 1964 beloved TV special, the show will
feature everyone’s favorite characters —from
the Clauses, Hermey the Elf, and Bumble
the Abominable Snow Monster to Yukon
Cornelius and the Misfit Toys. Tickets and
show times can be found at citicenter.org/

Jingle all the way to TD Garden on Sunday
night for Kiss 108’s annual Christmasblowout
concert. The lineup this year includes Australian band 5 Seconds of Summer, Iggy Azalea,
Oneßepublic, and more. Tickets start at $36.30
through Ticketmaster.
rudolph.

the

en masse.

10 participating venues, and discounted drinks. See
santacrawlboston.eventbrite.com for details.

having aged extensively) must
obliterate the Sith. Many of

&
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SOWA HOLIDAY MARKET.
(SATURDAY 12/13ANDSUNDAYI2/14,
11A.M.)

RUDOLPH THE RED-NOSED
REINDEER’
(THROUGH SUNDAY 12/14)

to

to receive a complete Santa costume, entrance into all

ASSOCIATE ARTS

JoinEl Torn' Events for its first annual holiday bar crawl

KENDALL SQUARE HOLIDAY
(SATURDAY 12/13, 11A.M.)

I have always had a strange,
almost unhealthy love for
movie trailers and production
information. Particularly with
Tarantino, Scorsese, and superhero movies, I’m often so incredibly excited by two-minute
snips of action (often paired
with an epic soundtrack) that
I find myself disappointedby a
film because it fails to live up
to its awe-inspiring preview
or that “spoiler” some blogger
made up.
But even since I came to
this realization, my recognition of trailers and film-scoops
almost poisonous quality has
not deterred my obsessions
whatsoever. That’s why, in light
of the release of a trailer for the
highly-anticipated seventh episode in the Star Wars saga and
a brief browsing of the films set
to come out next year, I noticed
an almost heinous amount
of sequels set to hit screens
within the next few years.
Don’t get me wrong, there
are few things on this planet
I enjoy more than the idea of
more Star Wars (and its trailer
in no way disappoints), but
what about the reviving of the
Jurassic Park and Terminator
series?
Not only is Schwarzenegger
returning as the cyborg at the
questionable age of sixty-seven,
but Terminator Genisys returns
to its origins by focusing on
the saving of Sarah Connor.

Even my beloved StarWars: Episode VII The Force
Awakens suffers from sequelsyndrome. The Sith have
returned once again to disrupt
the balance of the universe and
The Force, and anew band
of Jedi and friends, probably
aided by the original cast (also

inarts.

Forget Christmas cookies and milk—get your
Juice fix this weekend at the Middle East in
Cambridge. The BC band will be playing a
show with Semi-Good Lookin’ on Saturday
night. Tickets are $lO in advance through
Ticketweb and $l2 at the door.

Chris Fuller

Jurassic World returns

SANTA CRAWL BOSTON
(SATURDAY 12/13,12 P.M. TO 9 P.M.)

(SATURDAY 12/13, 7 P.M.)

The Sequel Syndrome: A
sickeningly popular epidemic

island from the first film. Now,
humanity has pacified the
dino-population and the island
has become a park for tourists.
Anew, horrifying dinosaur,
however, has been concocted
and terror will soon break out

THIS WEEKEND
JUICE CONCERT

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIONSGATE ENTERTAINMENT

‘The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armiewws’ stands guilty of sequel syndrome

fails

Interested in writing for Arts?
Email us at arts@bcheights.com

BY: ARIANA IGNERI

A FULLER PICTURE

Give Santa’s elves a break this season and check out
the handmade gifts made by the local artisans of the
SoWa Holiday Marketfor all your Christmas present
needs. The shopping extravaganza will take place at
the Benjamin Franklin Institute in the South End.
Admission is $5.

THE NUTCRACKER
(SUNDAY 9/21, 8 P.M.)
There’s no better way to crack into the Christmas
spirit than by seeing the Boston Ballet’s rendition
of the Tchaikovsky classic Tire Nutcracker. Rush
tickets are sometimes available at the Boston
Opera House Box Office for $2O with a student
ID two hours prior to each performance. For more
information, showtimes, and additional ticket
options, visit bostonballet.org.

-

these types offilms suffer
from a debilitatingreliance on
an original story and merely
rehash successful qualities of
their predecessors.
Sequel-syndrome is brought
on by money. Financially successful films are now instantly
tagged as the makings of a
great franchise or basis for a
sequel in the eyes of the money-seeking producers. Films
like Cars 2 or Kung-Fu Panda 3
are exceptional example of the
painful, capitalist enterprise
movie sequels have become. I
doubt these films would even
exist if action figures of Mater
and Po the Panda didn’t fly off

the shelf come Christmas time.
Especially with superhero and
animation films, a myriad of
toys rake in bales and bales of
cash because of a few upgrades
to Superman’s suit and a few
new characters.
One of my personal favorite
and “genius” ideas for garnering the most dough is the
idea of splitting a story into
two-parted releases. Recent
releases like Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows: Part One
and Two, The Hunger Games
Mockingjay: Part One and
Two, and even the forthcoming Avengers: Infinity War: Part
One and Two (which is not a
direct adaptation of text and
therefore does not deserve a
title splitting) all have made or
will make boatloads of money
based off of this tactic.
While splitting singular stories into parts allegedly allows
for further plot and character
development, these films often
feel forced. The marketability
is generallyoff-putting and
detracts from the movie-going
experience. While cash flow
has always been the answer for
“why” and “how” in Hollywood,
I cannot help but notice that
many moviemakers are less
inclined to try to put down
something ingenious or daring
for their pay.
Sure, sequels have plagued
the industry for years. Hol-

lywood was unfortunately
busting out Rocky V, Jaws:
The Revenge (the fourth in the

Jaws franchise), and however
many Nightmare on Elm Street
sequels it wanted long before
Marvel slotted films through
the new millennium.
Like the leaders of a nation,
filmmakers must learn from
their mistakes or else they will
repeat the horrendous errors
of the past. Filmmakers should
look to inspiring leaders like
Quentin Tarantino or Wes Anderson and notice that—while
techniques and themes might
overarch throughout a filmography—these qualities are often
not as

noticeably repetitive

as the scenarios and developments of some of today’s blockbuster franchises.
Some powerhouse franchises ought to be reminded
that the fact they can make
it doesn’t mean they should.
More importantly, it should
be realized that even some of
our favorite characters must
saunter off into the sunset one
day or they will wear out their
welcome and grandeur.
Granted, all of this comes
from a man who will be seeing
the third Hobbit movie at midnight next week while wearing
a Chewbacca hoodie. I guess
sometimes the studios win. A
line must be defined and drawn
where the hits and powerhouses must face the best and
worst of their potential. Not
all franchises deserve to reach
their twenty-forth film.

Chris Fuller is a staff columnist
The Heights. He can be
reached at arts@bcheights.com.
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Wu-Tang needs ‘A
By

Chris Fuller

Heights Staff
The masterful Wu-Tang Clan
reunited with its celebratory
sixth album last week, A Better Tomorrow. While the loss
of member OF Dirty Bastard
(RIP ODB) a decade ago still
haunts the New York rap crew,
the entourage reemerges in full
formation. Adding to the mix,
Cappadonna has recently been
coronated as an official member of the Clan by the founder,
RZA.
Released 20 years after the
Clan’s treasured Enter the WuTang (36 Chambers), A Better
Tomorrow sadly featured a few
of the crew’s weakest tracks to
date. The group struggles to reclaim its throne as the kings of
hip-hop, navigating a changing
genre while attempting to rebuild
its sound.
A Better Tomorrow appropriately and powerfully begins
with RZA’s admission that “The
Shaolin and the Wu-Tang is very
dangerous.” In remembrance of
his loss, the Wu greatly exalts
and honors OT Dirty Bastard
throughout the album and in
its general speech. These allusions, paired with eerie piano
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Better Tomorrow’ after latest album

and organ, make for a thrilling
intro, especially for the biggest
of Wu-Tang fans. A versatility
in complexity and lyrical power
amongst the rappers, paired with
some almost uninspired sounding beats, however, makes make
for an album that dips far below
Wu standards.
The hook of one of the more
celebrated tracks on the album
Ruckus in B Minor simply repeats, “Still number one / Still
number one / Still number one,
one, one.” GZA bites back a few
verses later with, “Then this
fascinating picture has emerged
from surface/ A wonder of the
young world with an urgent purpose/ A wild fire engulfing every
home/ It’s history chiseled and
carved in every stone.”
It is an imbalance like this—between repetitive themes and
styles—that contrasts with ingenious lyrical ballads and a couple
stellar beats. Sadly for one of my
favorites, the GZA, I noticed
a particlular rhyme meter and
progression in many of his songs
that takes away from the style’s
power.
What is most painful about A
Better Tomorrow are the album’s
big successes like its titular, “A
Better Tomorrow” or “Crushed

Egos.” Specifically, “A Better Tomorrow” delivers some of the best
verses and arguably the sickest,
funkiest, and most Wu beat on
the album. Method Man opens
with, “But, but my ambition won’t
let me live in this poor condition
/ That doesn’t care about color,
creed, or your religion / Priests,
politicians gotta listen to opposition / From my position, we still
ain’t got a pot to piss in.” There
is a cry for the well-being for
the black community as a whole,
found in the Wu’s strongest pieces

like “Can It Be All So Simple” and
“Tearz.” While a few songs on the
album approach similar themes,
“A Better Tomorrow” best shows
the group’s passion. The string
instrumental displays the tender
care the RZA works under with
all of his beats.
For what could be an epic
comeback to the rap scene, A
Better Tomorrow disappoints in
trying to prove Wu’s potential.
Although the group still has a
strong following, the Wu will
need to better approach its reviv-

als as a means to grow audience.
A few notable tracks like, “A
Better Tomorrow,” “Preacher’s
Daughter,” and “Crushed Egos”
remind listeners of the talent
that the Wu-Tang has shown in
the past.
The majority of the album,
however, is characterized by
similarly plagued quality of the
Clan’s last album, 8 Diagrams :
repetitiveness. With undying
certainty, Wu-Tang assumed that
what work in the past will still
work now. It was wrong. ¦

A BETTER TOMORROW
THE WU-TANG CLAN
PRODUCED BY
WARNER BROS RECORDS
RELEASED
DEC. 2, 2014

to an Elegy is no Mellon Collie and
the Infinite Sadness. With nine

James Farrell

Heights

Staff

OUR RATING

? ????
PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. RECORDS

The Wu-Tang Clan reemergesfor its twentieth anniversary after seven years of silence with ‘A Better Tomorrow.’

Back in the '9os, The Smashing Pumpkins made a domineering statement of presence in
the alt-rock scene with the now
classic album Mellon Collie and
the Infinite Sadness (1995). The
ambitious LP was more than two
hours in length, containing 28
tracks over two CDs. Since then,
the on-again-off-again group has
sporadically re-emerged from
inactivity, albeit not at the same
level of prestige and with a varying level of band composition.
Today, the only original member
is frontman and creative lead Billy
Corgan.
Monuments to an Elegy—the
first of two new “Smashing Pumpkins” (whatever that even means
anymore) albums recently announced by Corgan —represents
the next chapter for this Smashing Pumpkins entity. However
ill-defined their membership may
be, Corgan and The Smashing
Pumpkins somehow manage
to achieve stylistic continuity
on Monuments to an Elegy. The
album fits in with the band’s
traditional sound, even if the fit
isn’t entirely comfortable, and
even if it comes at the expense
of ambition.
In terms of scope, Monuments

songs coming in at just over a
half an hour in length, the album
goes by quickly and doesn’t have
the space to be as ambitious as the
band’s previous albums, which
have often been concept albums
or bigger projects. That being
said, one listen will quickly affirm
The Smashing Pumpkins sound.
The opening song “Tiberius”
starts off with a soft piano intro
before kicking off into the guitarridden wall of alternative rock
that the band has come to embody. The sound might be a little
heavier than usual, and it might
contain a hint of an electronic
influence with the prominent
presence of a synth, but what
really gives it its character is
Corgan’s vocals. His voice always
sounds like a raw mix, just sitting
precariously above the raucous
and distorted foundation below as
opposed to joining it. The fourth
track “One and All (We Are)”
is a highlight on the album for
fans hoping for classic Smashing
Pumpkins—the layers of guitar,
Corgan’s signature vocals, and the
heavy alt sound.
The Smashing Pumpkins sound
a little like a more refined Nirvana
with a much different vocalist,
and this album’s mix is evocative
of the Foo Fighters as well. While

Monuments is definitely in line
with the band’s sound history,
there are a handful of tracks that
will make fans scratch their heads.
When “Run2me” starts playing, it
sounds like a completely different
album from a completely different
band, evoking pop sentiments
with heavy emphasis put on electronics and a pounding bass drum
beat. The song itself is catchy, but
its presence on the album creates
a feeling of inconsistency.
“Monuments” and “Dorian”
also make use of electronics.
“Monuments” is more success-

ful, using synthesizer to interact
with and enhance the rock sound
of the past. “Dorian” isn’t a bad
track either,but again suffers from
the problem of inconsistency,
eliciting the same jarring effect
as “Run2me.”
The usage of more modern
pop elements is questionable,
only because of the band’s history of progressive innovation.
The presence of the synth in both
“Run2me” and “Dorian” serves
little to the experience of the
songs and almost feels forced on
first listen. With these attempts

towards modernization, The
Smashing Pumpkins seem to be
trying to expand on the foundation of a sound that is clearly
present on the album with mixed
success.

With these stumbles aside, it
is hard to pick on Monuments to
an Elegy, it clearly lacks the ambitions of Mellon Collie, Oceania,
or any other Smashing Pumpkins
album, but that is okay. It serves
as a way to keep the ball rolling
for a band with plenty more left
to offer in the years to come,
hopefully. ¦

Heights Staff
Two summers ago, North Carolina
artist Jermaine Cole made a massive
statement by dropping his sophomore
album Born Sinner on the same day
as Kanye West’s highly anticipated
Yeezus. The boldness of this decision
demonstrated not only the massive
amount self-confidence Cole has, but
also a desire to be consider among
the greatest rapper-producers in the
game.

This time around, Cole gets his
own day for the release of his third
studio album, 2014 Forest Hills Drive.
Cole plays the Executive Producer
on the entirely featureless project,
suggesting he doesn’t need any help.
The project oozes authenticity: the
somewhat short, 13-tracl< production
is raw. Cole is entirely unafraid to tell
the uncut truth. His honesty prevails,
and makes 2014 Forest Hills Drive
his most well rounded project of his
already incredible career.
On Nov. 14, J. Cole abruptly

MONUMENTSTO AN ELEGY
SMASHING PUMPKINS
PRODUCED BY
MARTHA'S MUSIC
RELEASED
DEC. 5, 2014

OUR RATING

? ????
PHOTO COURTESY OF MARTHA'S MUSIC

Billy Corgan returns with The Smashing Pumpkins’ ‘Monuments to an Elegy’ with anew synethetic sound.

announced his third studio album
alongside a short documentary following his trip back to his hometown
in North Carolina. He states in the
video, “I got a lot more dreams But
I don’t wanna become someone who’s
so out of touchwith what’s real.” Cole
even held a contest for a few lucky
fans to travel to his childhood home in
North Carolina for a private listening
party. There’s something thrillingly
authentic about J. Cole.
The first track on the album,
“Intro,” starts the project offwith emo...

? ????

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLUMBIA RECORDS

Rap sensation J. Cole's ‘2014 Forest Hills Drive delves into issues with current music industry, isn't afraid to hold back.

Source: Billboard.com

MUSIC VIDEO OF
THE WEEK
BY MARIAN WYMAN

“YOURS”

tion depth. Cole’s rough, yet striking
voice resounds over a strong piano
melody repeatedly questioning, “Do
you want to be happy? Do you want
to be free?” His voice and the tone of
the song are very reminiscent of his
recently released single, “Be Free,”
another highly emotional track. With
“January 28th,” the second song on the
record, we find Cole using his singing
voice, which is featured throughout
2014 Forest Hill Drive. J. Cole glides
over the smooth, classic hip-hop beat
as he raps about the significance of
his birthdate. Cole pays homage to
his boss, Roc Nation’s leader Jay-Z
who featured a similarly titled track
“December 4th” (his birthday) on
his critically acclaimed Black Album.
The last words of the track certainly
hold the most weight (“You might be
Drizzy Drake or Kendrick Lamar / But
check your birthdate n—a, you ain’t
the God”). The jabs at other rappers
do not stop there, however.
“Fire Squad” is the first track on
the album with a truly chilling beat.
Cole starts out strong with the first
lyric, “Ain’t no wayaround it no more,
I am the greatest,” and only gets more
serious. The second verse certainly
has some nods towards Kendrick’s
notorious verse on Big Sean’s “Control.” His finishing blow goes to Iggy
Azalea as he raps, “I’ll probably go to

the awards dappered down / Watch
Iggy win a Grammy as I try to crack a
smile,” demonstrating his frustration
with parts of the current hip-hop
scene.

J. Cole later hits his listeners with
easily one of the most successfulsongs
of his career. “No Role Modelz” opens
with a strong bass and horns that will
slap you across the face. His half-singing voice on the chorus is so smooth
over the furious beat, while each bar
adds complexity and substance. Possibly the greatest part of the song is a
George Bush sound bite about twothirds of the way through—while it
does not make much sense, it provides
a lovely break in the action.
J. Cole also demonstrates his
incredible storytelling ability on
tracks like “Wet Dreamz,” where he
explains his first sexual experience in
an incredibly detailed manner, and
“’O3 Adolescence,” where he discusses
his relationship with his father. Other
notable tracks include “G.0.M.D.,” “A
Tale of 2 Cities,” and “St. Tropez.”
J. Cole’s third studio album proves
to be a huge success. There truly isn’t
one bad song, and he offers a surplus
of great ones. Cole is honest, authentic, and innovative on 2014Forest Hill
Drive, solidifying himself as one of
the greatest rapper-producers in the
game right now. ¦

Ella Henderson’s newest
music video for “Yours” brings
together all that audiences have
grown to appreciate in her craft.
The track itself is a romantic
ballad, filled with drama and
powerful vocals. Directed by
lames Lees, the music video
demonstrates Henderson’s cool,
sultry style and persona.
The scene opens up on a
black-and-white city landscape,
where Henderson finds herself
singing to a lover sleeping close
by in her apartment. Although
the video has elements of a
simply performance-oriented
video, the drama in Henderson’s
vocals coupled with his attention
to relationships makes this music
video memorable. A gloomy and
monochromatic scene sets a
bleak tone for Henderson’s musical, reflective moment.
As the video develops, Henderson sifts through old photos
and creates a feeling of nostalgia.
More so than most music videos,
which as more focused on plot,
this video for “Yours” relies on
allusion to carry on its message. Instead ofbeing flashy and
transparent, “Yours” shows more
emotional depth. Henderson’s
powerful performance needs
only a tiny glimpse of reality to
evoke a vivid understanding of
the relationship she describes.
The video visually concludes
following the lyrics of the song,
with the two embracing each
other as Henderson sings, “I
am yours.” Ultimately, the single
and the video work together
to be both romantic and entertaining, and contribute to
Henderson’s vastly expanding
musical identity. As she produces
more high-quality music with
powerful videos such as this one,
Ella Henderson is sure to attain
an even larger, more passionate
fanbase. She is developing her
own standards as an artist, and
has placed the bar rather high
for herself. ¦

BY MARIAN WYMAN

SAM SMITH
“Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas”

? ????

In an excellent display of Christmas spirit,
Sam Smith released an incredible version
of the classic carol this week. Sticking
to his strengths--a soaring falsetto and
unique, exciting riffs--while backed by a
soothing, atmospheric piano Smith turned
a holiday standard into a creation truly his
own.

11989
Taylor Swift
2 That’s Christmas To Me
Pentatonix
3 Shady XV
Shady Records Artists
4 Four
One Direction

?????

2014 FOREST HILLS DRIVE
J. COLE
PRODUCED BY
COLUMBIA RECORDS
RELEASED
DEC. 9, 2014
OUR RATING

SINGLE REVIEWS

1 Blank Space
Taylor Swift
2 All About That Bass
Meghan Trainor
3 Take Me To Church
Hozier
4 Shake It Off
Taylor Swift
5 Animals
Maroon 5
6 The Heart Wants
What It Wants
Selena Gomez
7 I’m Not The Only One
Sam Smith
8 Uptown Funk!
Mark Ronson

ELLA HENDERSON

J. Cole feels at home with ‘2014 Forest Hills Drive’
By Harry Mitchell

TOP SINGLES

TOP ALBUMS

The Smashing Pumpkins have gotten rotten with age
By

CHART TOPPERS

EDSHEERAN
“Make It Rain"

? ????

Featured on an episode of FX's Sons
of Anarchy, Ed Sheeran’s new cover
of “Make it Rain'' by Foy Vance strays
from his typical acoustic style for
an appropriately chilly tone. It is
a welcome venture, though, as he
confidently explores darker, more electric
instrumentation.

NICKI MINAJ
“All Things Go”
“All Things Go’’ is the third single released
in anticipation of Minaj’s upcoming album
The Pinkprint, and it features Minaj's
smooth rapping, synthetic pop beats, and
a melodic chorus that is more subtle than
many of her other hits. Hopefully Pinkprint
impresses and expands upon Minaj’s last
few singles.
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COMMUNITY
SPERM DONORS WANTED

$$

THE SAMUKM CF

Earn up to $1,500/month for less
than 5 hours’ time. Help families with
California Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location. Apply online: www.SPERMBANK.com.

ACROSS

1 1953 comeback
hero?
6 Blood
10 Stare
14 China from
America
15 Mishmash
16 Historic act signed
by Pres. Nixon
17 Gut feeling
18 Gardnerwith plots
19 Peterhof Palace
resident
20 Whistleaccompanying
words
23 Marble counter
feature
24 Bearish?
26 Yet, poetically
27 Woodworking
tool
29 “Solaris” author
Stanislaw
30 Create norms for
34 Strengthen, in a
way
35 Window
component
36 It’s at eye level
37 A deadly sin
38 Tedious
39 They’re
undeveloped
43 “King Kong”
studio
44 “Symphonie
espagnole”
composer
45 Experiences
46 Chocolatecovered candy
48 Assigned work
52 1998 Coen
brothers comedy
55 Southwest
Grill: restaurant
chain
56 “Movies You
Grew Up With”
channel
57 Get behind, as a
desk
58 Fix
59 Top-notch
60 Where to find
Independence
Hall?
61 Wee
62 Medicare
Advantage gps.
63 Keats’ ‘The Eve
of St.

PUZZLE* By The Mepham Group

TO PLACE A

3H3BJad

WITH THE HEIGHTS,

CONTACT

CLASSIFIEDS@BCHEIGHTS.COM

TO PLACE A
DISPLAY R R
ONLINE AD,

CONTACT

ADS@BCHEIGHTS.COM

5 in

9

payment app
TREAT A FRIEND FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND

A PART 01 IT.

Buy any signature sandwich for
$5.00. Limit one per customer.
1936BEACON ST.(CLEVELANOCIRCL£I

Buy one dish, get the second half
off. Valid offer one per day. Not
valid on alcohol.
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HELP WANTED
$$

The

SA PA
MOOMW

1952 BEACON ST. (CLEVELAND CIRCLE)

DOWN

1 Converts into
metallic waste
2 German
idealism
pioneer
3 Baker with
Grammys
4 “Pay attention,” in
legal papers
5 Lofty
6 For peanuts
7 Pastry maker’s
ingredient
8 Munch Museum
city
9 Gangsters’
foes, in old
films
10 Fourth-century

THE HEIGHTS HAS
A NEW AND IMPROVED
WEBSITE, UPDATED DAILY,

JUST FOR YOU.
CHECK IT OUT.
BCHEIGHTS.COM.

Germanic

invaders
11 Cop’s quarry
12 “Of all the gall!”
13 Course number
21 O’Neill’s daughter
22 One leaving in
spring?
25 Woman-holdingan-atom
statuettes
27 Hersey bell town
28 Clive Cussler
hero Pitt
30 Foon’s cousin

47 Nurse Ratched
creator
48 Classifies, as
kittens
49
Martin
50 Blade holder,
maybe
51 Wingless
fliers
53 Latch (onto)
54 Start to type?
55 2006 Verizon
acquisition

31 Chat to settle a

spat

32 Inclusive phrase
33 Utter
37 White House
theater location
39 Yak
40 Queen born
Dana Owens
41 Cowboy singer
Wooley
42 Play that inspired
Puccini

IF YOU WANT TO GET YOUR NAME OUT THERE, LET US KNOW.
WE CAN HELP.

Become part of the looped in famity to treat yourself and your friends
this holiday season. Offers exclusive to looped in users.
Valid 12/1/14-12/31/14. www.areyoulooped.in

ADS@BCHEIGHTS.COM
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T for Two

Beantown
and my
Bean Boots

Sarah Moore
Over the course of one school year,
I make the hour and 15 minute flight

From Mike’s, B

world-renown for its tasty treats and
cannoli, blue-and-white pastry boxes,
and crowds lined up outside the door
on a daily basis.
“Mike is probably one of the most
inspirational people I’ve ever known,”
Caterino said. “His story has really
touched and inspired me to make sure
the business and product itself are
still up to the quality that Mike first
created.”
Mike’s Pastry has never spent a cent
on advertising, but gained international
recognition after former President Bill
Clinton invited Mercogliano and his
wife Annette to a steak dinner at the
White House in 1995.
Also on the guest list was former
Italian President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro,
as well as big names like Jon Bon Jovi,
Italian-actress Sophia Loren, and
former New York City mayor Mario
Cuomo.
On his second trip back to the North
End, Clinton also picked up 75 cannoli

for his Air Force One entourage, as well
as a rum cake for himself.
“Even 20 years after the Clinton
story, business has been overwhelming,” Caterino said. “We knew we had
the commitment to make a move successful, so the only question was how to
decide where we wanted to go.”
Mike’s was looking at a number of
locations across Boston —many of them
smaller neighborhoods in suburbs of
the city.
The organization based its final
decision on a number of criteria: neighborhood, foot traffic, popularity, and
historic value were all components.
Just over a year ago, Mike’s Pastry
decided its best option was to take its
business across the river.
“Cambridge has been the perfect
fit for us,” Papa said. “The city officials
and residents here have been very supportive of us and made transitioning
so much easier. We have seen so many
students, businesses, locals, and other
regular Mike’s customers come check
us out to see what our new spot is all

Sarah Moore is an Editor for The
Heights. She can be reached at metro@
bcheights.com

HEIGHTSSTAFF

Despite its smaller size, Mike’s
Pastry in Harvard Sq. remains familyowned and operated, just like the iconic

North End

store.

Caterino and Papa have been dating
for 10 years, and are planning on getting married this upcoming October.
The two met in high school and
started the relationship toward the end
of their college years—just
about the
same time Caterino started working
at as a part-time assistant at Mike’s

Pastry.
Papa’s father is also Angelo Papa,
who runs all of the operations at the
North End shop, and her grandfather is
the original Mike Mercogliano.
“I like to say that I married into
the family,” Caterino said. “Obviously,
Danielle’s grandfather is the famous
Mike, and I had known them all very
well because we’ve been close since
high school.”
Caterino learned all aspects of the
family business from the ground-up.
He began his tenure filling pastries

and adding finishing touches to the final
products back in college.
Now, he works more of a direct
managerial position at the new location
with his fiancee, and hopes the business
will continue to grow in the future.
“I feel like I’ve learned so much here
already, and I just hope our crazy success stays steady in the future,” Caterino
said. “My goal for us is become a staple
of Harvard—just like Mike’s is a staple
of the North End.”
The move to Harvard Sq. comes in
the wake of Mercogliano’s death just two
years ago.

Although he is no longer present to
serve cannoli to the thousands of patrons
that visit his stores each week, Caterino
and Papa believe a part of Mike Mercogliano will always be in Harvard Sq.
“I think that, in a way, this move
to Cambridge is a tribute to him and
his legacy,” Caterino said. “I think he
always wanted to see it, but maybe the
timing before just wasn’t right. All I
know is that we think of him and his
spirit everyday.” ¦

Uber’s privacy violations
give reasons for concern
From Column, B

personal information easily available to
manipulate—revealing data we thought
was secure in the apps’ online server.

found traversing a Massachusetts

ARTHUR BAIUN

/

HEIGHTS STAFF

The British outerwear company pledges to match donations with pieces from its new line.

So, will Über self-destruct after all of
these complaints? Is it time to go back to
our taxis?
No, that is not going to happen. The
majority of these millions of people are
not leaving Facebook or Über, but I think
there are many people, like myself, who
find what Mark Zuckerberg and Über
executives are doing with our personal
data—including photos and credit card
information—should be very alarming.

I have decided to delete my Über
app. I believe it is more of an experiment
than anything else. Resignedly, I must
admit it will be a challenge—especially
as a college student living in a major
city, but I hope that in the future when
I’m picked up in a Boston rainstorm,
I will not only know where my car is
going, but I will be guaranteed that my
personal data is safe and will not be

manipulated.

Bennet Johnson is theAsst. Metro Editor

Haley House and New Horizons
receive donations from Barbour Frog Pond hosts skating
From Barbour, B
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college campus than immersed in the
wilderness of “The Pine Tree State.”
The assumed connection between
the Bean Boot and Beantown is not
unique to just footwear, however. According to US Census data, only 47.7
percent of Boston residents are born in
state —which
is significantly less than
the population of major cities like New
York and Los Angeles—making it one
of the nations most moved-to cities.
Something about Boston draws people
in, welcoming them with the charm of
thick accents and tenured traditions.
Both my Bean Boots and I have
found an unlikely, auxiliary home
in the city. Although they are not
carefully stitched in rural Maine, my
beginnings are also out of state —as I
was raised in a quaint D.C. suburb. I
have spent the vast majority of my life
among Terrapins and Old Bay instead
of clam chowder and the Red Sox, and
before last year had only heard the
word “wicked” used in relation to a
certain Witch of the West. Despite my
ideal winter ending in February and
preference of Starbucks over Dunkin’
Donuts, Boston has welcomed me like
it has my favorite shoes.
Boston has a personality. From the
fluorescent glow of the Citgo Sign to
the crooked cobblestones of the North
End, there is a culture of charming
imperfection that makes this city so
comfortable. Bostonians —students and
Über drivers alike—are
united in their
broad backgrounds, their ability to be
strong in times of crisis and tranquility,
and a deep pride in their city.
I have tried on both my Bean Boots
and Beantown for size, and can’t see
myself changing either anytime soon.

about.”

8

gers, shuffling along the masses with
each heavy step ofmy own winterworn pair. Bean Boots were one of
the first packages I received during
my freshman year, and I can probably count on one hand the number
of times I didn’t crunch from class to
class in them between last November
and March.
Aside from being functional in the
New England winter, there is something inherently Boston about L.L.
Bean’s signature footwear, but just
what is unclear. Besides characterizing
the passengers on every flight in and
out of Logan, Bean Boots really have
no practical connection to the city.
Since 1912, Bean Boots have been
produced and sold out of various
manufacturing locations in Maine. The
shoes, which were Leon Leonwood
Bean’s first product, were originally
called “The Maine Hunting Shoe”
and were designed to keep the feet of
hunters and recreationalists dry as they
tramped throughout the Maine woods.
As the Bean Boot approaches its 103rd
birthday, however, it is now more likely

/

New Mike’s Pastry gives customers a taste of North End

Fazzolari said. “Obviously having jackets
and certain articles of clothing will really
benefit the soup kitchen guests. I think it
really shows how important Haley House
is to the city of Boston, that such a high
end retailer is willing to work with them
to benefit the community.”
The donations collected by Barbour
will eventually make their way to this
clothing room, where Nicholas Raposo
CSON T 8 volunteers on Friday mornings.
“The men are allowed to pick a few
items ranging from pants to shoes, but
it all depends on what people bring,”
Raposo said. “This will definitely help
because recently it’s been getting very
cold and people donate what they don’t
need. Of course, every donation is appreciated, but right now what the guests
need are things like coats and socks.”
Each morning, the clothing room at
Haley House serves between 60 and 100
guests, but ultimately, not all of them
are able to find the articles that are
necessary for the cold Boston winter.
“It will definitely be nice to say to the
guests that might previously not have
been able to get what they want that

because of this coat drive and because of
other people being generous, they will
be able to finally have something they
really needed,” Raposo said.
Beyond collecting the donated coats,
Barbour has also committed to donating
one piece of its own retail line for every
jacket that is turned in. According to a
press release, Barbour hopes to meet
a goal of collecting 1,500 coats and
jackets in total across its 12 US retail
stores. With their promise of internal
donations, this will mean 3,000 articles
of clothing from Barbour will provide
warmth to people in need this holiday
season.

The matching program, which was
initiated last year, reflects the company’s humble beginnings as a small family business. Created in 1894 in South
Shields, England, the Barbour has a long
history of community involvement, and
now operates in more than 40 countries
worldwide.
“The program has grown significantly over the years,” Sapienza said. “We
encourage customers and community
members to please consider making a
donation of a gently worn or used coat
to your local Barbour store to help those
that are in need.” ¦

for The Heights. lie can be reached

at

metro@bcheights.com

festivals this holiday season
From Frog Pond, B
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constants.
I am not unlike my fellow passen-

ARTHUR BAIUN

James Caterino boxes two cannoli for a customer. After 67 years in the North End, Mike’s Pastry brings a smaller collection of its pastries to its brand new intimate location.
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between Boston and Baltimore eight
times. That means eight awkward
encounters with the Southwest attendants when my bag is inevitably overweight, eight rushed journeys through
security, eight requests for cranberry
juice when the flight attendants take
drink orders, and eight unsuccessful
attempts to get ahead on homework as
I wait to board.
While pretending to flip through
pages of Heart of Darkness last fall, I
stumbled on a strategy that kept me
occupied during those eight, tedious
times in the terminal: count the Bean
Boots.
As soon as the New England leaves
begin to show signs offall in late
September, the waterproof favorites
start to trod their way up and down
Newbury Sreet. Logan is no exception
to the trend, and plane-goers’ overwhelmingly similar choice in footwear
is both distinctive and almost humorous. When I walk through the busy,
grey terminals of Baltimore-Washington Airport I can spot my gate before
I am in earshot of its flight announcements because of these brown, rubber

series of performances and events offered
annually around Boston to celebrate New
Years Eve. Like the tree lighting event, the
New Years ceremony will feature performances by figure skaters, as well as synchronized skating and theatre-on-ice displays.
The performers are not always the same
each year: the attraction has featured an extensive list ofpast Olympic performers, aswell as
certified coaches and celebrities.
“It varies year to year as far as who comes,
but sometimes we’re lucky,” Schaub said. “Last
year was an Olympic year, and we had a lot of
figure skaters here. NancyKerrigan was even
here talking to the audience.”
Looking to the future, the Frog Pond is
set to bring international skaters to Boston
Common. In 2016, Boston will host the ISU
World Figure Skating Championships at TD
Garden. Outside ofthe winter shows, the Frog
Pond also functions as a skating academy for
thosewho are not so confident in their skating
technique.The pond hires certified instructors
from US Figure Skating Association, and offers

various types of lessons to anyone that can
stand upon skates andbear the Boston winter
weather for a couple of hours.
The venue also partners with local organizations across Boston, offering a series of
community programs including “Skating in
the Schools.” Offered through the Frog Pond
by the Friends of the Public Garden and the
Skating Club ofBoston, the initiative seeks to
engage local students in the classroom and
on the ice rink, with aims of improving study
habits, social skills, conduct, and grades.
“The program combines in-classroom
teaching as well as on-ice learning, free of
charge,” Schaub said. “It’s our hope that we
can get them hooked on skating and they’ll
become regular customers.”
“Skating in the Schools” was founded 20
years ago by former national skating competitor Fred Palascak, who hoped it could be a
place for him to teach and coach young skaters.
The caretakers of the Frog Pond have since
aimed to preserve Palascak’s spirit in the ice.
“We want to give back to the community,” Schaub said, “because that’s what
we’re here for.” ¦
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New Green Line expansionfinding a small victoryfor city
Ryan Daly

The recent federal funding received for the long-delayed Green
Line expansion—exciting many in
Somerville and Medford —is only
a small success story for a city still
trying to juggle a variety of other

The Heart Of The

City

Beautifying
the city’s
disorder

ventures.

Federal officials revealed that
the government would be pledging
close to $1 billion to finance seven
new above ground stops on the
Green Line —a remodeled station in
Lechmere, brand-new stops at Ball
Square, Lowell Street and Union
Square, among others. This extension
would spur economic growth, create close to 1,000 jobs, and provide
rail-service to communities that have
none, according to The Boston Globe.
The origins of the project date
back over twenty years to when the
Conservation Law Foundation threatened to have the Big Dig shut down
because of its monumental environmental impact. Boston reacted—the
Green Line would become longer,
increasing the use of public transportation and decreasing the reliance on
cars. This change will improve the air
quality of the region, thus offsetting
the massive highway project.
Legal trouble forced the expansion
project back almost a decade. Now,
the completion date of 2020 appears
to be final —signifying
the financial
agreement that the federal government agreed to cover close to half the
cost.

Outside of the remodeled Lechmere stop, the focus on this project
continues to neglect Cambridge.
However, a district that has five Red
Line stops, two Green Line stops,
and several bus routes hardly seems
neglected. Officials prioritize an
individual’s ability to access these

stations, however, and that number is
surprisingly low —only one location
near Harvard Square seems to be
well-served by public transportation
with a 24.3 percent accessibility rate,
according to Boston.com.
This number comes from the
“You Are Here” project developed
at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, which is open to the
public online as a variety of interactive and regularly updated maps, very

Maggie

JOHN WILEY / HEIGHTS EDITOR

attune to someone’s location within

Cambridge. A 24.3 percent accessibility rate to public transportation is a
highlight for this district —running
the mouse anywhere else across the
map, the number drops alarmingly
low.
With almost none of the districts
being able to easily access the T
stops, it is expected that many will
start purchasing and relying on cars.
According to the Brooking Institution, many cannot afford the financial burden of a car, but will cave out
of necessity. “You Are Here” suggests
that in order to fix transportation
shortcomings, there needs to be
more of a focus on access rather than
mobility.
“This will be a great service to
the City of Boston and all surrounding areas,” Gabrielle Farrell, spokesperson for the City of Boston, said
about the Green Line expansion.

“Nearby cities play a major role in
the economic vitality of our region
and services that connect our cities
and neighborhoods help us to share
cutting-edge talents, foster growth,
and strengthen collaborative efforts.”
Fostering growth is important, but so
is prioritization.
Along with an extension added to
the Green Line, reports linger of a
casino being built in East Boston, a
possible Revolution soccer stadium
in South Boston, as well as serious
restorations to Boston’s Faneuil Hall
Marketplace,redevelopment of the
entrance to Boston’s Back Bay area,
and an Olympic stadium that could
threaten Boston’s food complex site.
It has also been over two months
since the loss of the Long Island
homeless shelter, which accommodated nearly 500 guests. Those that were
displaced are still overloading many
shelters, such as Pine Street, and of-

ficials are scrambling for a long-term
solution. With the winter months
coming and some of the displaced
homeless still in the streets, I hardly
think that the funding received for the
Green Line expansion can be considered a thing worth celebrating.
So much development is not surprising for an urban metropolis—it is
very much to be expected. But, with
every passing day, it seems that more
and more needs to be built, and the
deadlines extend and extend. Standing around different spots on Boston
College’s campus, you can spot the
Prudential Center sticking up high in
the sky—constant, never changing. It
is hard to imagine the simultaneous
rapidity and hindrance of the puzzle
pieces below it.

Ryan Daly is a staff columnist for The
Heights. He can be reached at metro@

bcheights.com

BOSTON FOODIE
Roxy’s brings award-winning grilled cheese to Allston
The iconic food
truck adds a diner
to serve new menu
By

Collin Couch

For The Heigh ts

James DiSabatino, co-owner of
Roxy’s Grilled Cheese food truck and
restaurant, had no promising job prospects at the end ofhis career at Emerson
College in Boston. Facing the classic
post-grad dilemma, DiSabatino found
solace in an old hot dog truck that
would eventually host the beginnings
ofRoxy’s.
“I thought it would be fun to start
a food truck,” he said. “It’s really kind
of that easy.”
Investing almost all of his income
into the old hot dog truck, DiSabatino
set out to make untraditional grilled
cheese sandwiches. His grilled cheeseon-wheels setup, which first made its
way to Cleveland Circle in 2011, has
been on the streets ofBoston ever since.
The choice of serving these grilled wonders through a food truckwindow, however, comes with potential setbacks.
“It can rain and a restaurant’s business might go down 20 or 30 percent,
but if itrains out or snows, your business

Powers

New York is famous for its gridded,
orderly streets. Boston, well, isn’t.
Little of the city layout is logical. The explanation that the Boston
streets only follow the former paths of
cows and travellers, while understandable, is still maddening.
The Big Dig was an indication
of how impossible it is to reimagine
Boston’s streets. Yet, it hasn’t stopped
graphic designers from taking the
problem into their own hands.
Stephen Von Worley, a scientist
and artist, tackled Boston —along
with several other major cities around
the world—in
order to create a way
to conceptualize and beautify street
layouts.
Streets are color-coded based
on direction, all glowing in mesmerizing neon. It may be a small victory
for Bostonians, but the logical grids
of New York and Chicago paths only
show one or two monotonous major
colors.
“To use an old-school woodworking metaphor, it’s as if we brushed
some digital lacquer over the raw
geographic transportation network
data to make the grain pop,” Worley
said of the creation on his personal
website.
Boston’s map is a braid of purples,
oranges, yellows, and pinks—a
beautiful web of the maddening,
twisty roads we all love to hate. It
doesn’t necessarily make the streets
any easier to navigate, but it makes a
beautiful picture.
On Monday afternoon, I found
myself marginally lost in Boston. It
was a simple navigation from Boston
College to Dorchester and back, a trip
I’d made dozens of times. I’ve lived
here my entire life —I thought I knew
where I was going. I let my guard
down, putting my trust in my GPS
(which I always turn on, just in case)
and wound up at the wrong 140 Commonwealth Avenue. Evidently, there
are two of them.
I was frustrated and tired. I really
just wanted to be home, but my friend
in the seat next to me just looked
around and noted, “Isn’t this just one
of the greatest parts of Boston?” And
it was. Brownstones and Boylston
surrounded us, the sterling gray sky
hung low above us. Men in buttoned-up dress coats and women with
scarves up to their noses bustled past.
It was Boston as it should be.
There is something about the
twists and turns in the streets that
collect the oddities of the city. They
catch the runoff that gets lost in the
grids. It’s naive to think there aren’t
peculiarities in New York or Boston
of course there are. But there is something inherently more satisfying of
truly stumbling around a corner and
finding something cool. Or, even better, hearing about something interesting in the city and then conquering
the MBTA and the streets that may or
may not be marked as they should.
This is what Von Worley’s project
embodies. It isn’t just a map of cities— it becomes of a map of the cities’
personalities. When mapped in neon,
New York looks hopelessly efficient.
Boston appears full of character. It
is far from perfect, but that is what
makes it beautiful.
Von Worley writes, “IVe been
known to scour maps for quaintness,
and on a road trip, I’ll happily choose
the Byzantine route just to experience
the charms of a bygone Broadway.”
And in this scouring, he believes he
finds stories. “Lots of stories in there:
of cities waxed, towns waned, territory absorbed, and terrain negotiated.”
His map of Boston shows exactly that—the boundaries that have
forced themselves farther and farther
outward, only stopping because of
the sea. The twisting paths of those
who came before. The neighborhoods
claimed by those who needed to make
anew home. There is a quaintness in
the chaos.
Boston is famous for its twists and
turns, its character that collects in
hidden corners. New York, well, isn’t.
—

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROXY'S

might go down 80 or 90 percent in a food
truck,” DiSabatino said. “You’re also driving
an old, beat-up truck that you’re putting a
lot of equipment in with a lot of weight, so
we’re really running them ragged.”
At first, the Cleveland Circle location
primarily attracted a college crowd, mostly
Boston College students. Then a second
Roxy’s truck was added into the mix, and
a published schedule became available for
locations across the Boston area.
location
Following the immense
success of the food truck,
DiSabatino drew up expansion plans to a more
permanent location in
Allston. The brickand-mortar restaurant offers a casual,
order-at-the-counter environment.
“We kind of
seem like a fast
food place, but
we’re really not,”
DiSabatino said. “You
come up and you order

LOCATION:
485 Cambridge St.
CUISINE:
American

at the counter, you know, and it has the
feel of a fast food place. I love not having
a waiter like I did on the truck.”
The intimate environment at Roxy’s
Grilled Cheese diner is complemented
with hot sandwiches and burgers—the
latter not being featured on Roxy’s initial
food truck menu. Along with the relaxing
atmosphere in Allston, Roxy’s is seeing a
sharp increase in business. DiSabatino can
finally draw in the sit-down crowd, and is
finally attracting a strong base from Boston
University there.
“We just really liked Allston as a neighborhood,” DiSabatino said. “It just seemed
like the right fit because it has a very, you
know, Allston’s a very do-it-yourselfplace.
We thought that coming from a food truck
and basically building a restaurant on our
own represented us in the best possible

way.”
A wider drink selection, including a
list of 15 craft beers, is also available at
Roxy’s restaurant.
“No one’s really doing this with food
made from scratch,” DiSabatino said. “And
we had the opportunity to use really high-

quality meat for burgers, let’s keep doing
the same grilled cheese we’ve done for
years, let’s serve craft beers.”
Despite the popularity of the chain’s
burgers, the grilled cheese is still the star
of the show. Roxy’s Green Muenster,
which was recently ranked one of the best
grilled cheeses in the country by Food &
Wine, is carefully crafted as its pun of
a title—take
a look under the first slice
of bread and you will find applewood
smoked bacon, guacamole, and bread
that has been toasted with mayonnaise
on the outside. On the beef side of things,
the Justin Burger stands out, with Grillo’s
pickles, pimento cheese, and caramelized
onions.

With two food trucks and a young
restaurant in Allston, Roxy’s is rolling

along.
“We have some other vehicles, and
we’re going to open more restaurants,”
DiSabatino said. “We’re looking at a
couple places for next year, and we have
a couple non-food trucks, and non-restaurants that we’ll be going to.” ¦

Maggie Powers is an editorfor The
Heights. She can be reached at
metro@bcheights.com.
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Bennet’s Banter

Why I deleted
my Uber app

Bennet Johnson
It is easy to see why Über

is so

popular.
The app offers a sense of comfort—
allows you to see the name of your
driver, his or her picture, phone number,
customer service rating, and all in
real-time. Your assigned car appears as
a moving dot on a map, making its way
toward you, as you wait painfully outside
in the middle of a New England deluge in
December.
Much less comforting, however, are
the recent controversies surrounding
Über that have surfaced over the past
two months —ranging
from price gouging to threats and safety concerns, and
most notably, Über’s invasion of user
privacy.
Last week, Über Technologies was
valued at s4l billion thanks to a recent
string of investments. The service has
expanded to more than 250 cities in 50
countries, and the private company said
in a blog post that it is six times as large
as it was one year ago, and its growth is
only accelerating.
The long list of the company’s
problems, which have been coined
“Übergate,”
continue today. Most recently, Über has been banned in India,
Spain, and Thailand after a woman from
New Dehli accused a driver of rape on
Monday. Over the past month alone, a
company that has become synonymous
with travel has been bombarded by
countless PR complaints that have left
people wondering what the hell is going
on at the startup.
Bear with me as I take a closer look
at why Über’s increasing acceleration
could ultimately make a wrong turn.
Last month, Über infuriated the
media when it was reported that an executive publicly floated the idea of hiring
a team of researchers to investigate the
private lives of journalists who criticized
the startup.
After the executive’s statements,
many took umbrage at a post two years
ago on the company’s blog that bragged
how Über had tracked the rides of users
who went somewhere other than their
own home at night, and left from the
same location the following morning. It
coined these “rides of glory” as potential
one-night stands, and Boston topped a
list of cities in America that were studied
in the report, despite the post later being
removed.
A recent Boston.com report also
highlighted a class-action suit involving
a mysterious $8.75 “Logan Massport Surcharge & Toll” for rides to the airport,
and with the company’s surge pricing
policy, rides could cost two to seven
times more than normal on a night out
in the city. During Über’s unpredictable
surge pricing hours, the company will
adjust prices relative to the demand and
supply, down to the minute or second.
Everyone from members of the U.S.
Congress to BuzzFeed has demanded an
explanation of the company’s policies,
and Über isn’t the only firm under attack.
Similar to Über, Facebook makes
business of track everything we do,
whom we know, and what our preferences are. Early on, confusing privacy
laws left users puzzled about what was
being shared publicly and what was making its way into the hands of advertisers.
Facebook is now updating its privacy
laws after the New Year, and over 1
billion users will click “accept” to allow
Facebook to track their location and all
data associated with the service, including all contact information.
These apps are useful to us, and
seemingly central to everyday life. They
help us uncover new food, music, and
movies. They help us make new connections and get back in touch with old
friends. We must recognize, however,
that although we gain from being connected in these apps, the subsequent
invasion into our private lives makes our
Über

Mike’s Pastry brings famous menu and historic charm to new location in Cambridge
banter between orders, and the next crowd of
customers piles through the door.
“We’ve really enjoyed working here so far,”
Papa said. “Everybody has been super excited
about the new location, and the feedback we’ve
received has been great.”
Papa and Caterino are both managing supervisors at the new Mike’s Pastry located in Harvard Sq. After 67 years with a single location in
Boston’s North End, the pastry shop opened its
doors in Cambridge mid-November.
“We were very comfortable in our North
End store, and it was basically nailed down to a
science over there,” Caterino said. “We knew we
could move somewhere else, based on the work
ethic shown in our family-run business.”

The story of the family business dates back
to the early 20th century. Michael Mercogliano

moved to the North End when he was just
9-years-old. His family came over on a boat
straight from Italy with virtually nothing:
no money, no job prospects, and no formal
education.
Mercogliano’s education came at his cousin’s
bakery in a dilapidated North End building in
the early 1900s, where he developed a flair for
the cannoli.
Mercogliano went on to establish the
original Mike’s Pastry in 1946. Ever since, the
iconic store has become a staple in Boston, and

See Mike’s, B
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Walk

into the brand-new Mike’s Pastry in
Harvard Sq. and the duo of James Caterino and Danielle Papa will make sure
you don’t have to wait long for a cannoli.
Caterino approaches from the kitchen, carrying a tray of fresh black and white cookies,
whoopee pies, and chocolate chip cannoli. His
apron has turned from a navy color to a chalky
white—decorated
with frosting remnants and
sugary filling. Papa takes the order, quickly
grabbing two cannoli from under the counter.
She sprinkles a dash of powdered sugar on the
savory desserts before placing the treats in the
iconic white “Mike’s Pastry” box and tying a knot
with string suspended from the blue and white
orbs hanging from the ceiling. The two exchange

Barbour annual coat drive
to benefit local charities
Sarah Moore

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOSTON COMMON FROG POND

The Frog Pond recently opened its ice rink for another season full of outdoorfestivities.

Boston Common Frog Pond
set for the holiday season
By Maggie Maretz

of visitors each week during the winter

Heights Staff

season.

For Boston residents, the onset of winter
includes many things—the intensification
of New England weather, strolls up and
down an illuminated Newbury St. for some
holiday shopping, as well as a population decreaseas thousands of collegestudents head
home for the Holidays. Perhaps the most
highly anticipated winter event across the
city, however, is the opening of the Boston
Common Frog Pond.
Although the Frog Pond is open for
activities year round, its popularity surges
in the winter season, as the pond is transformed into a public skating rink. Owned
and operated by the Skating Club of Boston—in
partnership with the Boston Parks
Department and the city of Boston —the
Frog Pond is located in the northern end of
Boston Common, and attracts thousands

While public skating is one of the most
popular attractions offered by the Frog
Pond, the venue also hosts an extensive
series of events and activities planned for
the holiday season.
Last Thursday, the Frog Pond hosted its
“Skating Spectacular,” a free figure skating
show preceding the 73rd annual Boston
Common Tree Lighting Ceremony hosted
by Mayor Martin J. Walsh, WCAS 'O9.
Self-described as a “free world class figure
skating show,” the display featured national
and international figure skating champions
who performed in synchronized skating
and theatre ice teams.
On New Years Eve, Bostonians will have
opportunity to attend another Frog Pond
Spectacular as part ofFirst Night Boston—a

See Frog Pond, B

At a glance, the Barbour Boston
does not look much different from the
other high-end retailers crowding the
Back Bay.
Nestled among neighboring boutiques at 134 Newbury St., the store has
all the trimmings of its English heritage.
Plaids and tweeds line the wall-mounted
hangers, and each sleek coat or jacket
is cut in classic silhouettes. The deep
browns and olives that are folded on
shelves parallel the dark wood grain in
store’s main room. Equestrian-inspired
gold buttons and buckles reflect onto the
rich, scarlet rug. The little shop brings a
sense of British countryside to the heart
of the city. At this time ofyear, however,
the English outerwear brand has more
than its own quilted jackets hanging
behind its doors.
As the Back Bay trees are strung with
lights, Barbour Inc. also celebrates the
approach of the holiday season with its
annual coat drive. Now in its seventh
year, the company has established this
philanthropic tradition to benefit the
communities that surround its many
retail stores.
“Barbour is known for our outerwear
collections and our long history ofkeeping people warm and comfortable with
quality product,” Christopher Sapienza,
head of Barbour Retail North America,
said. “With these same company values in mind, we thought it important
to incorporate this concept into our
philanthropic and charitable efforts,
providing warmth and comfortability to
those in need.”
This year’s coat drive began in midNovember, and Barbour’s Newbury St.
location is just one of the 12 retail outlets
that collect gently used coats from now

until Dec. 31.
“We received great feedback from our
local charities that were directly touched
by these donations, and we knew we
wanted to continue,” Sapienza said in a
press release.
This year, the coats collected at the
Boston location will be sent to both
New Horizons and Haley House —two
local, full-service soup kitchens that are
dedicated to tackling Boston-area unemployment and homelessness.
“Our stores take pride in choosing
local charities to benefit each holiday
season,” Sapienza said. “Barbour Boston
has chosen to partner with Haley House
and New Horizons, as they have been
great partners in the past, and the Barbour donations have been helpful in their
efforts to assist those in need.”
The Boston location, which opened
in Oct. 2005 as the brand’s second retail
store in the U.S., is the only outlet that
has partnered with multiple charitable
organizations. Gently worn and reusable
outerwear donated to the local boutique
will be divided between the two nonprofits, with men’s jackets sent to Haley
House and women’s jackets sent to New
Horizons.
Haley House, located on Dartmouth
St. in the South End, was initially started
to create different avenues to help
Boston’s population of homeless men,
offering a soup kitchen, access to affordable housing, and a clothing distribution
center.

Domenick Fazzolari, A&S ’l7, volunteers at Haley House every Monday

and Wednesday through the PULSE
program.
“In addition to the Soup Kitchen shifts
that I am involved in, some students volunteer downstairs in the clothing room,”
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