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University implements anonymous ethics reporting hotline
By

Connor Farley

News Editor

non-anonymous phone number linked
to the internal audit office. Current in-

ternal audit director Ann Harte—who
This year marks the first that Boston
College has implemented an anonymous, third-party service for reporting
University-related ethical concerns
through the use of an Ethics Hotline
and ethics reporting website, both of
which are modeled around principles
established through BC’s Professional
Standards and Business Conduct policy
guide.
Previously managed by the former
director of the internal audit department, campus ethical concerns spanning employment areas from athletics
to academic research were fielded by a

oversees University staff equality, various financial audit activities, and

risk

analysis—said that the new anonymity
of the line is an improved measure of
ensuring the protection of those seeking
to file a report.

“An ethics hotline really compliments a compliance program because
you want to make sure everybody is
doing the right thing, and you want
to give people a way to let you know
if they are not doing the right thing,”
Harte said.
Now, the internal audit department
has shifted the fielding of those concerns

directly to a third-party vendor called
EthicsPoint, through which calls made
via the ethics hotline will be initially
handled by the firm and subsequently
handled by calling the appropriate University department directly or an online
processing form.

“It shouldn’t have been in the director of internal audit’s office anyways
it’s really a management tool, and
internal audit is supposed to be independent of that,” said Harte, who, during
the process of redesigning University
ethics reporting, also said she worked
with Executive Vice President Patrick
Keating to initiate the hotline.
“We’ve moved to an externalvendor
because they are well known in the in...

dustry and they guarantee anonymity,
although it’s still really hard to get people to believe that it’s truly anonymous,
but that’s what they do,” Harte said.
When filing an online report on
EthicsPoint, complainants are offered
eight categories through which concerns are categorized: academic affairs
matters; athletics; financial matters and
fiscal misconduct; research misconduct;
student affairs matters; technology/data
security matters; workplace misconduct; and other matters.
Upon completing a report, those
filing an ethical concern are asked to
revisit that report up to 14 business
days later, when EthicsPoint will have
updated its status regarding additional

CARDDS
of
Students recreate Netflix hit House
News Editor
It’s a dark, rainy evening in the
Mods. At 5 p.m. on a Thursday, few
are traversing the grid of worn roads
connecting the small, red modular
inside one of these
apartments —but
mods, a full-scale television production
is underway.
At the beginning of the semester,
Derek Switaj, CSOM T5, had arrived on
campus with fully-planned, intricately
written scripts for a BC-themed TV
production based on the Netflix hit
House of Cards. After having fulfilled a
summer internship with an L.A.-based
production company, Switaj said he
knew these scripts had the potential
to change students’ perspectives on
television production within a college
setting, which later became the premise
of Mod of Cards.
“I think the plot transcends if you’re
a House of Cards fan or just a Boston
College-affiliated person,” he said. “I
think a lot of people will enjoy this for
its inherent story.”

The idea for the show struck Switaj,
a marketing and operations major who

created and executively produces the
series, while working for a BC alumnifounded startup called Sync OnSet —a
media production firm focused on
digitally organizing entertainment
content —this
past summer. Having

developedinterests in screenwriting at a
similar startup the summer prior, Switaj
noted that writing episodes for Mod of
Cards would later evolve into a major
campus production, now consisting
of 36 speaking cast members, 21 crew
members, and three producers.
“This is a full drama show,” he said.
“There’s inherent humor that comes
from BC inside jokes and college humor,
but even House of Cards has humor
because it’s real life
in some ways, I
like to say that we’re a reinterpretation
of House of Cards’.’
Directed by Switaj and co-produced
by Max Prio, CSOM T 6 and Ryan Reede,
A&S T6, the series is shot and operated
under student group HollywoodEagles
and Exposure Productions—a film and
media group founded by Prio last year
...

Nathan McGuire

Asst. News Editor
Boston College launched anew
center at the Carroll School of Management (CSOM) last Thursday that will

train undergraduate students on how
develop mixed-use housing com-

to

munities.

The Corcoran Center for Real Estate
and Urban Action, named after Joseph
Corcoran, BC ’59, benefactor and
founder of a Boston-based company
that develops mixed-income housing,
will focus on developing courses on
real estate development and finance,
according to the Boston Globe.
According to its website, the center
grew out of a CSOM class Corcoran
created, “Real Estate: Creating Viable
Urban Neighborhoods,” and will focus
on four areas devoted to academic de-

Although the two platforms now offer a way for BC community members to

formally submit concerns surrounding
potentially unethical matters, Harte
reflected that neither the hotline nor the
online report portal should serve as a
first measure for filing a complaint.
“This isn’t the first place that people
should go,” she said. “They should
contact their immediate supervisor or

See Ethics Hotline, A3
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of Cards with BC-themed twist

and staffed by about 10 members who
manage camera, sound, lighting, and
editing equipment for both the show
and student organizations across campus.
Prio said
he had heard
of the idea for
the series from
Reede, who
interned with
Switaj at Sync
OnSet this summer, and was
subsequently
approached by
Switaj to help
produce the
show. Now, the
more than 20member volunteer crew assisting in
Mod of Cards production is filming
scenes across campus, featuring cameos
from University administrators and a
diverse spread of scene locations.
Through Exposure Productions, Prio
said training crew members to professionally operate filming equipment has

offered the media group an outlet for
expanding its presence on campus, and
offers students a platform to explore
interests in entertainment production.

"I think the plot transcends if
you’re a 'House of Cards’ fan
or just a Boston College affiliated person. I think a lot of
people will enjoy this for its
inherent story"
-Derek Switaj, CSOM 15
“We also have volunteer crew [members] that may not have had any experience before that I’ve been training and

teaching them how to do specific things
on set that when they’re there, I know
I can rely on them,” said Prio, a finance

See ‘Mod of Cards,’ A3

CSOM launches Corcoran Center for Real Estate
By

report key and individual password to
monitor their submission.

By Carolyn

EMILY FAHEY

Connor Farley

may be requested for a complete investigation. Online users are provided a

BC's McNair
Program
sees growth

MOD

By

feedback provided by EthicsPoint administrators, or further information

velopment.
It will aim to engage students in
traditional academic material on the
subject of mixed-income neighborhoods, but it will also host forums to
bring together practitioners, policy
makers, and scholars to examine the
successes and pitfalls of real examples.
The center will also focus on curriculum
development and support, and community outreach.
Corcoran, chairman of the Dorchester-based Corcoran Jennison Companies, pioneered the development and
management of mixed-income housing with the creation of Harbor Point,
a mixed-income community created
from the failed public housing project
Columbia Point.
According to Architect Magazine,

Freeman

Staff

In April 2012, then-freshman James
Kale 11, LSOE ’l6, moderated a talk
during Black Family Weekend. During
the talk, the speaker asked members of
the audience to raise theirhands if their
parents were from another country. Kale
noticed nearly every student in the room
had raised his or her hands.
This sparked his curiosity, and he
realized that there is an achievement
difference between native students of
color and those who are the children
of immigrants. Now, as a student in the
Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate
Program, Kale conducts research on
the achievement gap within the African

diaspora.
Kale, who is now a junior, works
with two academic advisors—Shawn
McGuffey, associate professor of sociology, and Hiroshi Nakazato, associate
director of the international studies
to analyze the differences in
program—
achievement between black immigrants
and the native born. He and 10 other
Boston College students are McNair
Scholars.
The McNair Program is a federally
funded research program. Including
Boston College, there are 158 programs
at colleges and universities in the
U.S. and Puerto Rico. The goal of the
program is to provide support to firstgeneration college students who aim to
attend graduate school. During the first
year of the program, students learn research methods, and during the second
and possibly third year—depending on
whether the student applies as a freshman or sophomore—students conduct
their own research. Students receive
monthly academic counseling and take
a GRE prep course as well. There is also
a study abroad component. Last year,
some students spent three weeks in
Ecuador, where they took a globalization course.

At BC, the McNair Program is a
subsidiary of the Learning to Learn
program. The McNair Program recently changed so that first-generation
students can apply at the end of their
freshman or sophomore year—Kale is
a member of the first class allowed to
apply at the end of freshman year, rather
than as a sophomore.
“I thought it was interesting—the
fact that you get to conduct research
on whatever you’re passionate about,
whatever you’re interested in, and then
they help you out for grad school,” he
said. “I do not want to stop here. They
are helping me find the best program
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS

See Corcoran Center, A3

On Thursday, BC initiated anew center for academicfocus on mixed-income neighborhoods.

See McNair Program, A3
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Boston College EMS, in conjunction with representatives from BCPD, the Office of Student
Conduct, and the Office of Health
Promotion, will hold a panel discussion and Q&A session on alcohol-related transport incidents among BC

Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in St. Ignatius Church, the
University will hold the 14th annual Veterans Rememberance Mass in honor of
Veterans Day. The Mass will be followed by a ceremony on the Burns
Lawn at 11 a.m. and a reception in
Gasson 100 at noon.

The Office of International Programs (OIP), film studies
department, and German studies department
will host a screening of the film Writing
on the Wall: Remembering the Berlin
Wail as part of International Education
|®§
Week. The screening will take place
today at 4:30 p.m. in Devlin 101.

GOP civil Wu reflects on race, identity in political career
war ahead?
By

Cameron Harding
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Staff

On Nov. 5, 2013, Michelle

Chris Grimaldi
After its Election Day glory,
the Republican party must answer
the same question that Disney
heroine Mulan once posed through
will my reflection
song—“When
show who I am inside?”
Now, I don’t want to be another
Johnny Rain Cloud who rains on
the GOP’s parade. That’s MSNBC’s
job. Yet the party’s post-celebration
hangover is a sudden identity crisis
that will have tremendous implications for 2016.
In other words, the GOP might
now be its own worst enemy.
Times of crisis have a knack for
bringing people together, and you
can say that Establishment Republicans and Tea Party-leaning conservatives formed the semblance of a
common front to erase a vulnerable
Democratic senate majority. But
victory goes hand in hand with
internal jockeying for power. After
all, Ted Cruz is always going to
need someone to fight with—sorry,
Mitch McConnell, you’ve become
Harry Reid’s scapegoat.
And it would be downright
dishonest to deny that infighting within the party hasn’t been
a problem for Republicans over
the last couple of election cycles.
Watching Mitt Romney be torn
down by his own comrades during
the 2012 primary season was on par
with witnessing a partisan civil war
unfold live on CNN. Even in the
rosiest world of optimism, innerparty rivalry doesn’t just disappear.
Rather, the next couple ofyears will
now be a test of how well Republicans in Washington can get along.
Looking at my own political
Mapquest (yep, I still use that—GPS
is overrated), I foresee two routes
that the Right can take, depending
on which friend group in the club
can scream loudest. If Camp Cruz
wins out, expect the next two years
to be an absolute “no” fest—these
are the Republicans who’d say no
to anew Corvette if they knew that
the president drove it out of the
show room.
Would this camp succeed in
making the Obama Presidency
look like a quintessential “lame
duck” administration from time
to time? Sure. The “no” approach
can tie the president’s hands over
nominations and threaten to pluck
out the Affordable Care Act’s teeth,
but it won’t pursue the comprehensive immigration reform that the
GOP would need for a serious run
in 2016. It could mark President
Barack Obama as a political tyrant
by forcing him to push his own
agenda via executive orders, but
how well would the party brand
itself in the long run by doing so?
Then there’s 2016. More than
the highlighted, starred, and
underlined page in Hillary Clinton’s
calendar, it is the GOP’s own Waterloo. Lose, and you’re locked out
of the White House until the next
decade unless you knock out the
incumbent in 2020. Win, and we’ll
be reading a different story.
But who will Republicans throw
out to fight in the ring, anyway?
At this stage, the political diversity
of possible Republican candidates is emblematic of the party
divide—the 2016 nominee can be
as moderate as the Establishment’s
Chris Christie and as libertarian as
Camp Cruz’s Rand Paul.
Whoever finds his or her name
on the ticketwill be on the winning
side of an inner-party soap opera.

Wu was elected as the first Asian
American woman to serve on the
Boston City Council at the age of
28. Last Thursday, Boston College
invited Wu to share her experiences regarding identity, race, and

politics.
I“ do want to comment, or at
least give a couple points, on how
it has been to be Asian American
in politics, in government, and, unfortunately in many cases, the only
Asian American in the room,” Wu
said during her opening remarks at
the event sponsoredby the Asian
Pacific Islander Employees ofBoston College (APIE).
Wu, the oldest offour children,
started by recounting the cultural
awareness and challenges she encountered during her childhood.
Her parents had emigrated from
Taiwan, determined to maintain
their values and traditions. “In
manyways I grew up in a very split
world,” she said. “At home we only
spoke Mandarin.”
Asa result of having attended
school in Chicago among a demographically diverse student body,
Wu said that she consequently
became aware of the boundaries
and limitations of being from an
immigrantfamily. Growing up, Wu
said she did not know of any Asian
Americans in government.
“In fact, the most prominent
Asian American woman at that
time when I was younger was Michelle Kwan,” she said.
While people often suggested
she could grow up to be a figure
skater, she noted that no one ever
suggested running for office.
“I think that speaks to how
important it is for the younger
generation to see examples to help

reached at news@bcheights.com.

brought her family with her.
“I think my job as a city councilor is to really connect people to
those resources because I know
firsthand how families struggle,”
she said. Wu concluded by emphasizing the importance of being
conscious of what she was modeling
for the younger generation of Asian
Americans.
During the question and answer
portion of thelecture, one audience
member asked Wu for her thoughts
on Asian American communities
that were not necessarily very involved in politics and government.
Wu held that in today’s culture, the
individual has tight control over the
information he or she receives, and
as a result, people often participate
in activities outside of government.
“I think sometimes the key is
linking politics, government, civic
engagement to something else that
is relevant to people,” she said. Such
actions, she stated, would include

bringing the message to church
groups, ethnic festivals, and other
forms of social organizations.
Another attendee asked Wu if
she could share some of her priorities as a member of the City Council.
In response, Wu said that one of
her main focuses was enabling access to economic opportunities and
providing measures for people to
open their own businesses. Other
priorities discussed were homelessness, hunger, affordable housing,
and issues with language access.
One of the closing questions
posed to Wu regarded her plan for
Bostons school system.
“The two biggest problems in
Boston right now are housing and
schools,” she said. “These are the
reason why families aren’t staying.”
The challenge with the current
school system, according to Wu, is
that it still operates on kids going to
schools outside of their neighborhoods. ¦
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City Councilor Michelle Wu discussed the impact of race and identity in her upbringing and political career.
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Allocca outlines unique path from BC to YouTube
By

Archer Parquette
For The Heights
Kevin Allocca, head of Culture and Trends at YouTube and

BC ’O6, spoke to students last
Friday night in Devlin 008 about
his unconventional career path,
including his TED Talk and
guest appearance on the television show Food Network Star.
Allocca said he spent his time
at Boston College directing the
Shovcomedy group “Hello
elhead!” and writing a humor
column for The Heights, having
little idea what he wanted to do
beyond his undergraduate years
and having attended a “Career
Makeover” event in an attempt
to find direction.
“Through all this I said, ‘You
know what, I really want to do
comedy I really wanted to be a
comedy writer,’ and that’s what I
wanted to do,”’ Allocca said. “So,
I was like, ‘l’m going to move to
L.A. —that’s
what I’m going to
...

...

do
move to LA, try to get a
job as a comedy writer.” He went
on to recount his frantic search
for a job in the city, and he said
that in his first five months he
was able to find a job with anew
political satire website within
The Huffington Post called
“23/6”. Allocca described his
time as a comedy writer for this
website as his dream job, which
made it that much worse when
he was laid off.
Jobless again, Allocca said
he was forced to return to his
desperate search. He eventually
found a job working as a reporter for Mediaßistro, a website
which analyzes the media industry. Only one year into the job at
Mediaßistro, Allocca accepted
his current position at YouTube,
a subsidiary of Google.
“I’ve been at Google for four
years, and I’ve never been bored
at work once,” he said. “In those
four years, that’s an incredible
thing, and it’s something that I
...

POLICE BLOTTER
Monday, November 3
12:14

a.m.

-

A report was filed

regarding a suspicious person in
Duchesne East.

5:50 p.m. A report was filed re-

garding a larceny from Stuart Hall.
7:04 p.m. A report was filed re-

11/3/14-11/4/14
regarding the possession with intent
to distribute a class D substance on
the Brighton Campus roadways.

His work involves studying
viral video trends and attempting to understand why videos
become popular. Allocca was
also a speaker for the lecture
series TED Talks, where he
spoke about why videos become
viral. His talk has gained over
one million views and made him
into somewhat of a spokesperson for YouTube. This led to his
being a celebrity guest judge on
the show Food Network Star.
Allocca closed his lecture
with five important realizations
to which he has come, the first
of which was that having a 10year plan does not always make
sense.

“Social media wasn’t really
a term in 2006, which was only

eight years ago, and we’re here
talking about careers in social
media,” Allocca said. He noted
that his current job did not exist when he graduated college,

was transported to a medical facility
from the Lower lots.
11:42 p.m. A report was filed
-

regarding a shoplifting incident in
McElroy Commons.

Source: The
Boston College
—

Police Department

and that a 10-year plan would
not have been possible for him.
In the ever-evolving world of
careers, there are many things
that cannot be foreseen.
Allocca told audience members to understand that not all
skills are the same and that they
should play to their strengths,
highlighting a number of concrete skills he had gained in
school as well as a series of
“softer” skills, such as leadership and critical thinking.
He also emphasized the importance of communication,
stating that it was a “critical
skill,” and that the importance
of a fuller understanding of
one’s leadershipcapabilities and
genuine confidence can propel
one’s career.
“I think one of the more important things I was able to get
directly from my time at BC was
the confidence in my abilities,”
he said. “It’s very easy to give up
when you don’t have that.” ¦
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born in 1943. He was born in 1942.

VOICES FROM THE DUSTOBOWL
If you were a dog, what type of dog would you be and why?

-

Flynn Recreation Complex.

8:28 p.m. - A report was filed

never thought I would be able
to have in my life.”

11:24 p.m. A report was filed
regarding medical assistance
provided to a BC employee who

-

garding medical assistance provided
to a BC student who was transported to a medical facility from the

Tuesday, November 4
Chris Grimaldi is a senior staff columnist for The Heights. He can be

themselves find what is possible for
them,” she said.
Wu stated that she would likely
not have become involved in city
government had she not been
confronted with unexpected circumstances. While working as a
consultant in downtown Boston
after graduating as an economics
major from Harvard, Wu’s mother
suddenly faced a mental illness that
forced Wu to leave her job in Boston to take care of her mother and
younger sisters.
She opened a restaurant only to
learn that the processes of permitting and licensing were more complicated thanshe had anticipated.
“In that experience, I was dealing
with government, particularly city
government,” she said. “With my
sisters’ educations, with opening a
business —I really began to see how
government shapes people’s lives.”
When Wu returned to Boston
to attend Harvard Law School, she

A Guide to Your

“A golden retriever: because they are always
happy and carefree.”
—Erin Hennessy,

“A chocolate lab puppy
because they are so
cute.”
—Jill Damaris,
A&S ’18

A&S ’18
“A black lab because
I have one.”
—James Farrell,

A&S ’15

"A WirehairedPointing
dad isn’t
allergic to them.”
—John King, A&S ’18

Griffon because my
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BC starts
anonymous

ethics hotline
Ethics Hotline, from A1
their faculty advisor, or their dean, or
the provost, or [Human Resources] to
work on these things. This is really for
people who have a very serious ethical
concern and they’re afraid that there
might be retaliation if they go the normal route.
“This is not 911 —so if there’s something that’s a huge emergency, they
shouldn’t go on to the Ethics Point
website, they should call BCPD or 911,”
Harte said.
Harte noted that the anonymous
reporting measures are also designed
more for University faculty, staff, and
administrators than students.
“It’s really not geared toward students—they have their own academic
avenues to make a complaint through
the Provost’s Office or the deans and
that sort of thing,” she said. “Now, if
there was a student working on some
research for a professor and thought
there was some kind of misconduct
that would be
going on—absolutely
something we want to know.”
The EthicsPoint website is also
hosted on secured, third-party internet
servers that are separated from BC’s
websites and computing systems as an
additional measure of confidentiality.
Hotline users are asked to direct reports
through the toll-free phone number at
(855) 327-4477. ¦
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On Dec. 7, the first episode of the student-created series ‘Mod of Cards’ will be released. The show will consist of six 30-minuteformat epsiodes centered on BC themes.

Student filmmakers to release ‘Mod of Cards’ series
‘Mod of Cards,’ from A1

of their independent study programs,
the two, along with Reede, largely have

and marketing major, who picked up a
film minor last year after cultivating his
involvement with Exposure.
“It’s kind of cool to have so many
people that had nothing to do with Exposure or film before that have clearly
just become so enthralled in the film
world,” he said.
Also having begun a film minor last
year, Switaj and Prio are now both earning credit for the series as part of their
independent study programs —an afterthought that only later became a component of their academic experience.
According to Prio and Switaj, as part

directorial discretion over the series.
The producers, however, sought input
from numerous administrative offices
and student groups across campus, including the Office of Student Conduct,
Women’s Center, and the GLBTQ Leadership Council (GLC) for their opinions
on script content and series material,
according to Switaj.
“I didn’t want to touch on any of the
harsher topics that the show touches
on,” he said. “So, I’ve watered it down
from a topical perspective, but there’s
still some things I wanted to have social
commentary on in the show, and to do

that you’re overdramatizing but still being very real about things that happen
on campus.
“So, I approached student programs
with this because I wanted them to read
it,” Switaj said. “I wanted to them to see
it
I wanted to personally get a lot of
people’s approvals, even though for the
independent studies, for educational
purposes, we could produce whatever
we wanted.”
Slated for release as six episodes in
standard 30-minute television format,
Switaj noted that the first Mod of Cards
episode will closely mirror themes and
character traits exhibited on House of
Cards to establish a fundamental rela...

tionship with the show. Subsequent episodes, though, will follow a BC-centric
story arc for most characters, and will
portray a similar but collegiate-focused
progression of events over the next five
episodes in “dramatic parody” fashion,
Switaj noted.
“As you go throughout the first six
episodes, we further and further become
our own show in a way, where the story
naturally becomes this Boston College
story of a student trying to well, I guess
I don’t want to spoil anything,” he said.
The first episode of Mod of Cards is
scheduledfor release on Dec. 7, when the
series’ cast and crew will host a premier
...

viewing event. ¦

McNair Program expands advising, research opportunities
McNair Program, from A1
for me.”

Each student in the program is assigned a faculty mentor relevant to the
topic on which he or she is interested in
conducting research. Students generally
begin to conduct research during the
spring semester of their first year and
then continue their research during the
summer and next year, said Associate
Director Rossana Conteras-Godfrey.
Topics range from assessments of social
support in Haiti to transcription and
regulation of cells.
Students can ask a particular faculty member to be their advisor, or the
faculty member can contact the office
and offer to serve. Robert Murphy, an
associate professor within the economics department, advises Federico
Clerici-Hermandinger, A&S ’l6, who
is conducting research on Argentina’s
exchange rate.

Faculty advisors provide general
mentoring and help students with their

research, Murphy said.
“The most meaningful part is seeing
students complete their research project
and give a presentation,” he said. “Seeing
students gain the confidence that they
can pursue and succeed in graduate
study.”
Because the program is sponsoredby
the Department of Education, applicants
must meet a rigorous standard. Current
freshmen and sophomores who apply
must be low-income and first generation, or from an otherwise underrepresented group in graduate education.
Member students must have a minimum
2.8 GPA, submit two faculty recommendations as well as their transcript, and
be interviewed.
“We accomplish our goal by selecting
a high caliber student who is interested
in continuing his or her education beyond the bachelor’s degree,” ConterasGodfrey said. “We provide academic
advising and planning to ensure students
are performing at their highest level so
that they are competitive in the graduate

application process.”
In addition to teaching research
methods, the program has exposed
Kale to different students on campus.
Through the program, he said he has
learned more about different programs
where he can earn his master’s degree.
“It has helped me become a better
researcher and a better writer,” he said.
“It has honed a lot of my skills and
my intelligence. The fact that they are
giving me that skillset, that time, and
that attention to do better and be better —that
has changed my experience
completely.”
Since its inception at BC in 2003,
theMcNair Program has changed. Now,
McNair scholars spend eight weeks on
campus the summer after their first year
in the program. There, they work with a
faculty advisor in their field of study to
learn research methods and continue the
research they started in the spring. At
the end of the summer, students present
their findings in a symposium.
Conteras-Godfrey has also devel-

oped the Graduate Mentor Program,
which matches McNair students

with

BC graduate students and the McNair
Exploratory Program, where freshmen
are matched with faculty mentors in

their

area

of interest. This program

runs in the spring semester and seeks
to educate BC freshmen and graduate

education and research.
“The goal is to expose students to
faculty earlier in theircollege career and
at the same time learn about the McNair
program and its benefits,” she said.
Wendy Doan, A&S TB, applied to
the McNair program at the end of her
freshman year. Doan is a biology major,
and the program has introduced the
possibilities of going into academia
or research instead of going to medical school. Doan’s research focuses on
vaccines and bacterial pathogens. The
program has helped her to continue
being a competitive student. She is also
thankful to have met the other McNair
students she could not have gotten
through the summer program without

them, she said.
“Although we didn’t all have research
in the same area, it was a good learning
experience to hear about other people’s
ideas,” she said. “McNair fosters a
positive environment for students to
pursue their research goals without the
competitive and cut-throat academic
environment here at BC.”
Last year, five alumni from the
classes of 2013 and 2014 were accepted
into doctoral programs and two alumni
earned their doctoral degrees. Over
60 percent of participants enroll in a
post-graduate institution, ConterasGodfrey said.
“The McNair Program targets a particular population that may not necessarily see themselves pursuing a graduate education beyond the bachelor’s
degree,” she said. “We are also unique
because we work closely with students to
ensure they are supported through this
difficulty process; we advocate on their
behalf and assist them in making decisions that affect their future goals.” ¦

New CSOM center to put academic focus on mixed-income housing
Corcoran Center, from A1

come housing communities. The new
center at CSOM will aim to engage stu-

Corcoran approached the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) with the idea of turning
Columbia Point into mixed-income
housing.
HUD defines mixed-income housing
as a community that includes housing of
differing levels of affordability, usually
with some housing that is available for
low-income tenants at government subsidized rates and other housing available
at market rate.
Often, a mixed-income community differs depending on local market
contexts.

These types of communities were
first created in the 19605, and since then
federal, state, and local governments
have invested in projects.
Corcoran’s Harbor Point community, begun in 1982, replaced the failing
Columbia Point housing project, which
had become so dangerous that threequarters of the community’s housing
units were vacant.

The City of Boston leased the land to
Corcoran Jennison to redevelop it into a
privately managed community.
Corcoran grew up in Dorchester and
attended Boston College High School,

which, along with the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum and
part of UMass-Boston’s campus, was
located on Columbia Point.
Harbor Point is considered by many
a successful experiment in mixed-in-

dents around the development of such
communities—the
center’s website says
Corcoran’s successes “can be replicated
to change lives and landscapes.”
“The center will bring the best minds
together with industry experts to determine how to make our communities
better,” Corcoran told the Boston Globe
recently.
“What we’re going to do is give the
rest of the world a model for how to
transform the poorest areas into communities where people can lead viable
lives.”
Andrew Boynton, dean of CSOM,
told the Globe that the new center will
teach students about development from
both intellectual and social perspectives.

The center will draw on the expertise
of academic scholars and the experience
of practitioners who have business and

community-based experience.
Including Corcoran, the center
will have a six-member board of advisors—Bryce Blair, former chairman and
CEO of Avalonßay Communities; Jack
Connors, BC ’63 and founding partner
of Hill, Holliday, Connors, Cosmopulos, Inc.; Greg Giornelli, president and
COO of Purpose Build Communities;
Paul Grogan, president of The Boston
Foundation; and Rick Peiser, the Michael D. Spear Professor of Real Estate
Development at the Harvard Graduate
School of Design. ¦

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS

The new Corcoran Centerfor Real Estate and Urban Action aims to draw academic insights from both professors and communitypractitioners.
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An improvement to
ethics oversight
Boston Collegehas recently launched a
hotlinefor membersof the community to
voice concerns about ethical improprieties
at BC. Hostedby EthicsPoint, a third-party
vendor, this hotline includes a web-based
and a phone-basedplatform for the submission ofgrievances that gives the option
of submitting concerns anonymously.
The establishment of this hotline is an
improvement to the University’s internal
audit department. By giving people the
option of submitting their complaints
anonymously, the website relieves community members —some ofwhom might
have otherwisefelt that they could be negativelyimpactedby requesting an investigation—of worries that their job or grades
could be at stake if the accused learns
their identity. Using an outside company
and their servers provides an extralayerof
security in ensuring anonymity.
This new process will streamline
reporting concerns, as there will be less
potential confusion over which person
or department should field a given
complaint. EthicsPoint will receive all
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of men lead lives of quiet desperation.

-Henry David Thoreau (1817 1862), American author, poet, and philosopher
-

grievances, from athletics to research to
student affairs issues, which the internal
audit department will pursue without a
conflict of interest.
Although the concern that complaints
are more likely to fall through the cracks
with an outside provider is a valid one,
EthicsPoint has a system to track the
progress of reports which mitigates that
potentialproblem. Complainantsshould,
nonetheless, monitor their grievances to
ensure that they are being addressed.
Another potential worry is that anonymity will lead to false accusations.
Although this is possible, it is unlikely
to cause damage to the accused because
the charges remain confidential during
the investigation, which is run internally,
meaningfalse charges will not make it into
the community.
These hypotheticalproblems are minor,
though. Overall, this new system improves
internal control at BC, and members of
the community should use it if they see
or experience any behavior that could be
illegalor unethical.

Promoting a healthy
body image at BC
The Women’s Center’s (WC) annual
Love Your Body Week(LYBW) begins today,kicking off a host of events focused on
Boston Collegestudents’ body image and
self-esteem. This year’s schedule mirrors
thepositive attributes oflastyear’s, in that
the campaign is highlycollaborative—each
event is co-sponsoredby at least one other
BC organization—which helps the messagereach a broaderrange ofstudents. The
diversityof groupsinvolved is heartening,
as collaborationis necessaryto promote a
healthybody image.
Last year’s LYBW was effective, not
only in arranging appealing and diverse
events, but also in branding the week so
that it was visible to thestudent body. This
year’s campaignpromises torepeat previous successes, while adjusting in order to
remainrelevant and engaging.
Encouraging male attendees to show
up to these events has been difficult in
years past, and the WC has made a concertedeffort to address that. In particular,
an event on Tuesday, “Check Yourself...
Before You Wreck Yourself!: How dominant male culture prevents us from becoming ‘Real Men” is more clearly geared
towardmale students, and is co-sponsored

by a plethora of male leadership groups
that will hopefully be able to encourage
their members to attend: the SANKOFA
Leadership Program, ManUP, Freshman
League,DIOP, and Sexual Chocolate.
Additionally,LYBW places a noticeable
andwelcome emphasis on racial diversity
as it relates to body image. Two events—“ Bodies That Matter: Black Women and
Self/Representation Across Nations and
Time,” on Monday, and “Embjrace] Your
Body: Challenging Standards of Beauty
at BC and Beyond,” on Thursday—both
promise to spark thoughtful conversations
of the sort that are often avoided at BC.
As in the past, LYBW serves the
important purpose of shaping campus
discussion.To a great extent, the problem
of negativebody image is rooted in BC’s
culture, as are the attendant issues oflow
self-esteem, health, and competition, and a
shift in these attitudes cannot be achieved
overnight. The fact that the WC has continued this campaign each year reveals
an understanding of thatfact—but for its
efforts to have any tangible and lasting
effect, students must attend the week’s
events andbe willing to discuss the issues
that are raised.

ANDREW CRAIG

Printing reader comments from www.bcheights.com, the Online Buzz draws on
the online community to contribute to the ongoing discussion.
In response to “#8C360: The Movement Reinventing Boston College’s Social Media Empire”
by Arielle Cedeno, which ran on 11/6/14:
I am a BC Alumni Class of ’6O and BC’s social
media has helped me to be more involved with
BC. It has helped me to follow BC Athletics and
be updatedwith Alumni activities on campus.
Sadly, many of my classmates don’t use social media because it would add much to their daily lives.
I don’t use Instagram but do use Facebook and
Twitter. I also am a member of the BC Veterans
Network which has helped to bring BC Veterans
back to the campus and chat with students and
teachers about our time in the military. This was

The views expressed in the above editorepresent

the official position of The

Heights, as discussed and written by the

The

With little overhead, few measures of
censorship, and freedom in filming, the
production crew for Mod of Cards took
measures to keep the series tasteful. The
producers consulted groups including the
Womens Center, the GLBTQ Leadership
Council, and various Jesuits on the script.
These considerations will hopefully be
an encouraging sign for administrators,
allowing for an expansion of the freedom
of student groups moving forward.
Offering free technical training to its
volunteer crew members—who, in some
cases, had no experience in film before
Mod ofCards— Exposure is providing for
filmmakerswhatother groups on campus
have long done for investment banking,
accounting, and other business careers.
Expanding BC s networkwithin themedia
industry and creating internal talent, student-run organizationslike Exposureoffer
a modelfor how BC might better prepare
students for creative fields.
Editorial Board. A list of the members of the

Marc Francis, General Manager
Joseph Castlen, Managing Editor

Cunnally

As someone who lived in Shaw House 1976first year the house went co-ed—but has
never returned, I would love to see some photos
of the interior, esp. the top floor built like a ship,
with bunks, spiral staircase, hatch windows, and
the maritime mural at the bow of the ship, if it
still exists.

77—the
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ture can help postureBC moreseriously as
a pre-professional school for the arts.
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something we never did in the ’6os and ’7os but
are interested in BC Veterans and
our military stories.

today’s students
reading some of
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its op/ed pages.
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Anew way to foster
film, acting on campus
Founded last spring by a small group
ofBoston Collegefilm students,Exposure
Productions is expandingthe scope of its
content this semester, exploring the possibility of filming feature-length productions at BC. The student-runbusiness was
created on the premise that it would give
“exposure” to on-campus groups, with its
earlywork exclusivelypromotionalin nature. This fall, Exposure is filming Mod of
Cards, a feature lengthseries thatwill premiere on Dec. 7. The dramatic parody of
the popular Netflix drama,House of Cards,
will feature a cast of 36 speaking-roleactors, and is currently being produced by a
crew of 21 students.
Mod of Cards is an extension of the
groups early aims—instead of promoting
student groups, Exposurewillbe publicizing student talent. Industry experience
is invaluable for those aspiring toward
careers in the arts, and since Boston lacks
the opportunities in film and acting that
students might find in New York or Los
Angeles, student productions of this na-

/

reserves

the right to write

and columns can be submitted online at www.bcheights.com, by email to editor@bcheights.com, in person, or by mail to Editor, The
Heights, 113 McElroy Commons, Chestnut Hill, Mass. 02467.
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Normalizing love

>0

to a list of qualifications that are considered

the norm. Why and how have we reached this
point of depersonalization,you ask? Tech-

Kristy

RELAY FOR LIFE AT TASCA

-

This

was a roaring success. It is a time-

tested truth that the fastest way to
man’s pocketbook is through his
stomach, and this event proved
that rule is as strong as ever.
Boston College students showed
up in droves, raising money for
Relay For Life. We are just left
wondering why more fundraisers
like this don’t happen at BC. We
would much rather contribute
financially to an organization
through an event like this (where
we can also contribute gastrointestinally to ourselves) than to
those obnoxious hecklers who
demand money from us when
we walk by the entrance in Mac.
Damn it, we just want to get in, get
our food, and get out as quickly
a

as

possible!

FALL OF THE WALL Twenty-five
yesterday, the Berlin
Wall fell. Only 29 months after
Ronald Reagan famously challenged Mikhail Gorbachev to
“tear down this wall,” the citizens of Berlin took matters into
their own hands and brought it
down themselves. At the time,
it was known to be that start of
something big, but how big was
anybody’s guess. We doubt anybody taking his or her hammer
or chisel to remove a piece of the
wall to keep as a souvenir knew
that in a few short years, not only
would the Russians be out ofEastern Europe, but that the U.S.S.R.
would cease to exist, also.
-

years ago

Barnes

BuzzFeed is great. Clever and to the point,
it’s accessible to our generation, and it’s clear
that we, as late teens and early 20-somethings,
are its target. Information and entertainment are presentedin lists or as condensed
paragraphs, making it easy to digest in our
ever-busy lives. And, normally, I love it. Who
doesn’t want to take a quiz to find out who
your inner Disney princess is, or grab a nugget ofinformation about pop culture?
Yet, scrolling through the webpage this
past weekend, I stumbled across a videothat I
wasn’t expecting—or at least, I wasn’t expecting my reaction. Entitled “11 Signs You’re
Ready To Say 1 Love You,”’ it was a typical
BuzzFeed publication, targeted directly at our
generation. And the video was cute—an adorable couple experiencing the “11 signs” that
prove, to themselves and to others, that they
were ready to say those three big words. But
wait—since when is there a checklist for love?
First, lets jump back to the video: The 11
things included being able to plan for your
future, being comfortable around each other,
and being able to have a conversation with the
other’s family. Nothing out of the norm was
proposed, I thought. But in that exact thought
lies the problem. I was creating a norm for relationships, for the intimate experiences that
should be between only the people involved,
and I was an outsider. I failed to remember
that every love is different—it arises out of
unique circumstances, is composed ofdifferent people, and exists in completely dissimilar
contexts. Who was I, or anyone else for that
matter, to judge such a thing by any standard?
Still, according to Buzz Feed, our generation’s understanding of love has been reduced

nology. Through constant Instagramming,
Facebook checking, and communication, the
Millennials have created what experts call a
“group mentality.” The desire to fit a norm is
not new, yet the obsession we as a generation have is, ironically, certainly not normal.
While there are benefits of highly socialized
lives, such as networking and the ability to
stay connected with those far away, there are
also drawbacks. Namely, we feel we must be
on the same page as and constantly on par
with our peers. There is a constant pressure to be average, to not have oddities that
could ostracize us from the group of which
we so desperately feel the need to be a part.
And so we normalize —we normalize what
is “healthy’ even if everybody is different; we
normalize being a certain gender, limiting
both; and apparently, we normalize even the
most personal of things: love.
Thus, through technology, we have created a culture devoid ofpersonal moments.
I’m not talking about the need to share everything you do via social media, though that in
itself is its own concern, but rather the fact
that we feel the need to measure relationships
on a scale that is determined by our peers. We
strip away personal aspects, aiming simply to
meet the prescribed benchmarks. Have you
gone out to dinner together? You’re dating.
Have you been together for a few months?
You can call her your girlfriend. Have you met
your significant other’s parents? You can say
“I love you.”
The sad truth is that BuzzFeed made a
checklist for love because our generation
felt it needed one. We cannot determine
relationships and their meaning in our lives
for ourselves because we have to make sure
we are experiencing the same thing as those
around us before we can label it. But what
about just knowing, simply looking at the
other and knowing?

-

There is something
solemn about thumbing through
an old book. Holding the leather
binding in our hands and gently
turning the crisp, yellowed pages,
we find ourselves taken back to a
moment that is not our own. We
can smell the musk of an earlier
age and see the wear that time
brings to all things. We’ve heard
it been said that reading a book
allows us to converse with dead
people. If that is the case, then
reading a book that has withstood
the test of time without the binding loosing the pages upon the
world is an opportunity not only
to speak with those dead authors,
but also to dance with them, hold
them, and walk on a fall’s day
under a canopy of golden-brown
leaves in the twilight with them.
OLD BOOKS

-

There is no
reason to publicly shame studentswho decide to leave football
games early. It’s cold outside, the
Eagles are on track for another
spectacular loss, and —to give it
the emphasis it deserves— it’s cold
outside. We bought our tickets
we can leave if we want to.
PUBLIC SHAMING

-

Of course, I’m not saying I don’t suffer
from the plague our generation has specifically designed (unintentionally, ofcourse) to

hinder only ourselves. Yet, if I too am afflicted
by “group mentality;’ I need to understand it.
So I pondered how else it was affecting my
own relationships and those of my peers. And
then it hit me—the group mentality is perpetuating the game. I’m referring to the “wait a
few hours to text back, three days to contact,
and under no circumstance show too much
interest” game. Fun for no party involved, the
game thrivesbecause we allow it to thrive.
Now “group mentality” cannot be faulted for
creating the game, as that is rooted in our fear
ofrejection, but it certainly perpetuates it. The
game feeds off of our desire to be similar to
those around us. It gives us “guidelines” to follow when entering a relationship, as terrible
as they may be.
But wait, what if IAM interested, and I
WANT to get to know someone? Well, the
game tells me it’s not appropriate and that I’ll
come off as creepy if I act too interested. So, I
partake in the group mentality. I check in with
my friends to make sure I’m not over-zealous, I try to act casual and I show little, if any,
interest. As if reading from an instruction
manual, I am forced to play the game.
Breaking away from the norm is not easy.
In fact, I’m not even sure it is always possible.
But maybe, in some cases, the difficulty is
worth it. So, from now on I refuse to let others tell me how to act in my relationships, and
I refuse to play the game. I invite you to do the
same. Love is not normal, it is extraordinary,
complicated, beautiful, and a completely
unique experience for everyone. It doesn’t
deserve to be reduced to a checklist, to be
normalized. So, whenshould you tell that special someone you love him or her? Whenever
you’re damn ready.

Kristy Barnes is a staffcolumnistfor The
Heights. She can be reached, a t opinions@
bcheiqhts.com.

Challenging international aid and service
their more gender-equal social structures were deemed “backward” and Western
capitalist and patriarchal systems upheld as
“progressive.” During the 'sos and ’6os, the
Cold War, and the decolonization of most
of Africa, the U.S. intervened in countless
third-world countries around the globe to put
or keep unstable or corrupt governments in
place, simply because they were anti-communist or because they supported U.S. interests
in maintaining access to useful resources. The
decolonization ofAfrica was riddled with
conflict—as European nations devolvedpower to nationalist parties in African nations,
the U.S. saw its role in the newly formed African countries as one of “carrying the torch
of the white man’s burden,” a notion that has
not only permeated our governmental policy
ofpaternalism and aid in Africa, but also our
body of international volunteers. So, when
white Westerners come into Africa saying
we have to “empower” women there, really
what we are doing is creating Band-aid solutions for a cancer that we created ourselves
because we have this idea that we know how
to empower better than they could.
Before we try to go into other countries
and empower women, we must look at what
put those women in an inferior status to
begin with, and whether our views of what
empowerment means conflict with that culture’s view of self-empowerment. We cannot
enforce empowerment on other people—that
goes against the entire definition of the term.
Take the injustice some Western women’s
groups seem to feel about Muslim women
wearing the burka (the full body covering).
Many see this as a symbol of oppression,
when for many women who wear the burka,
it is an expression ofreligious faith—like
wearing a cross. That doesn’t mean that
some Muslim women don’t see it as oppression—the point is thatit’s their culture, so
they should choose whether to change it or
not. 1 suggest we focus on the empowerment
of our own women.
We know that service changes the server
more than it changes the peoplewe serve.
Yet, we seem to feel okay with raising a ton
of money to go on trips to faraway places
nations,

EARLY RETIREMENT We received an
invitation for membership in the
AARP in the mail the other week,
and we have to say we like the idea
of retiring before 65. We can seek
greener pastures, where we can
pursue bocce ball and croquet to
our hearts’ content. Plus, the idea
of 5 o’clock senior specials sounds
fantastic. And we can wake up at 6
a.m. to watch This Old House.
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Eleanor Sciannella
In one of my classes,

we recently

watched

an interview of Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl

couple who are both
journalists for The New York Times and write
about the oppression of women around the
world. Kristof and WuDunn have co-authored a number ofbooks about injustice
in Asia, have organized trips to Darfur with
celebrities to raise awareness about injustice
there, and seem like really passionate people
who have dedicated their lives to the causes
of others. The interviewer, however, asked
Kristof about criticisms of his work, like being a “great white hope” or “white savior” and
what he thinks of that. Kristof replied that
“it’s wrong to inject race in any form in these
kinds of issues” and that “the problem for
Darfuris hasn’t been thatwhite saviors want
to help them.” He says that we should not be
worrying about skin color either way—but
this position overlooks a serious problem in
international aid. The color of the skin of the
people “helping” does, in fact, matter—because, usually, the white-skinned people
travelling to those countries to offer themselves up for service come from the countries
that created the systems that allowed for the
violence and injustice in the first place.
Kristof and WuDunn write in the hopes
of replacing “oppression with opportunity”
for women. The patriarchy never flourished
in African nations, though, until white
powers imposed those systems on the
matri-focal, more equal African societies
that already existed. The narrative ofAfrican
history is made out to seem like there wasn’t
really much civilization before white people
showed up and brought it to the continent.
African societies existed, though, and were in
contact with people outside of the continent
long before colonization. When Africa was
cut up and taken over by white European
WuDunn, a married

Across Campus

“for others,” when we know we will benefit
from the experience more than they will.

Why don’t we put that money into campaigns
to change unjust policies that affect those
countries? 1 am calling for divestment in un-

just, corrupt governments and more power
for third-world countries in international
organizations like the UN, World Bank, and

IMF. These countries need the opportunity
to decide their own fates and not be toyed
around with by white Western powers.
There is a lot of emotional attachment
involved in service abroad —this is something
that is not present when lobbying for real
structural change in the foreign policy in
your own country.
That is what truly selfless action is,
though—doing something for which you
can’t feel the immediate benefits yourself. I
love helping. It’s what made me want to be
a nurse four years ago. But I love helping
because it makes me feel good about myself.
And it is easy to get that feeling from service
trips. When petitioning for policy change,
though, you only get the satisfaction ofsaying you helpedsomeone else if your policy
change actually happens and if it is effective
policy. Then, and only then, have you actually
effected real change in the systems that affect
people’s lives. You can’t take pictures with
all the people for whom you have worked,
and you can’t tell their stories or share their
culture, but you have effected real, actual
change. So, when we go into black and brown
nations with our good intentions and notions of solidarity, we could have forged the
deepest of connections or built any number
of new school buildings or provided entire
communities with English classes, but at the
end of the day, we get to come back to the
U.S. without really having done anything
lasting for the people for whom we feel such
empathy. Yes, injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere, but that ideology should
be taken to the policy boardroom, not just on
service trips.

Eleanor Sciannella is a staff columnist
The Heights. She can be reached at

for

opinions@beheights.com.
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Changing
the climate

Mike Pescuma
The verdict is in on climate change—it’s
happening, it’s a major problem, and everyone, from policymakers to Boston College
students to university administrations, needs
to act.

The United Nations’ Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change released a report
on Nov. 1 on the urgency of climate change.
Unless adjustments are made to address the
warming of the planet, the rising sea levels,
melting icecaps, and warming atmosphere
will worsen, and these effects can hurt food
security, lead to health problems, and intensify poverty, among other issues.
Some of these things are inevitable, but if
we don’t try to mitigate the damages we have
caused as soon as possible, “warming by the
end of the 21st century will lead to high to
very risk of severe, widespread, and irreversible impacts globally’ according to the report.
Doing something and saving the environment is easier said than done, however.
Political gridlock is bad in the U.S., but it is
even worse on the world stage, as countries
jockey to protect their own interests rather
than those of the planet.
Therefore, we cannot leave it to policymakers alone to address the challenges that
climate change creates—we must by to “do
something” onas grand of a scale as we can.
As students, most of us create a massive
amount of waste, and we need to understand
why. From conversations with fellow students,
I have found that many of us create so much
waste because we are uncertain about what to
recycle. Ifthis Odwalla bottle has some juice
in it, is it recyclable? What about this banana
peel, should I just throw it in the trash?
I am oftenconfused myself. What do I do
with this empty potato chip bag? I probably can’t recycle this, right? I typically end
up putting the empty bag in my pocket and
Googling what to do with it when I get back
to my apartment, but often, I forget and have
pockets full of empty wrappers. When facing
the same dilemma, many people just throw
everything in the trash without thinking.
The best wayto address this confusion is to
educate about recycling and sustainability.
In terms ofrecycling, BC does some
things well. Although I remain skeptical about
the efficiency of the waste management process in Lower, the school does encourage recycling at other places around campus. There
are also initiatives targeting energy and water
consumption, and five buildings have LEED
certification, which shows that a building
meets certain environmental specifications.
Despite what the University is doing right,
I’m convinced that it could be doing more.
Yes, the recycling labeling is clear in Hillside,
but the labeling in other dining halls is inconsistent. Yes, five buildings are LEED certified,
but they only received silver ratings, when
they could havebeen rated goldor platinum.
The University could be open about
whether it invests in fossil fuel companies,
divest from these companies if it does, and
begin reducing its dependence on this source
ofenergy. The push to divest from fossil fuels
is underway at universities across the country,
and Climate Justice is leading the charge at
BC this year, but along with BC, most seem
unwilling to act on climate change.
This inability to act is so frustrating
because colleges and universities should
be at the forefrontof movements that have
scientifically supported objectively positive
impacts on the environment. BC attempts to
be a university of men and women for others,
but it can’t also be a university of men and
women for the environment.
There are several arguments made against
divestment. It could hurt the school’s financial
resources. A university’s endowment should
be separatefrom its mission. One university’s
divestment wouldn’t dramatically help the
environmaent, so it’s not worth it.
These arguments don’t hold much weight,
though. Although divesting might hurt the
endowment in the short term, investing in
companies that are not sustainable in the long
run is not practical, and the whole purpose of
the endowment is “to support the institutional mission and operations of the University
over the long term.” Although divestment
might not have a huge impact, it is better than
continuing to support unethical companies
that are antithetical to the University’s values.
If BC wants to be a leading university, it
needs to take a stance against climate change
and leverage its resources—including its
endowment—to actually do something.
Mike Pescuma is a staff columnist for The
Heights. He can be reached at opinions@
bcheights.com.

A6

The

Monday, November 10, 2014

Heights

‘Big Hero 6’ a stylish step away from the classic Disney princess mold
By Tyler Wilkinson

Heights Staff
Big Hew 6—directed by Don Hall and
Chris Williams—is the latest animatedrelease
by Disney this year and thebest since Toy Story
3. The divergence from the normal western
canon of traditional princess-themed animation to Japanese katakiuchi is one ofthe freshest
surprises

in recent
American
Don Hall, Chris Williams
animation
to date. It
has a distinctive style, defining itself in the most gorgeous eastern aesthetics, while at the same
time retaining its classic Disney tone.
The incredible production design of
this film (which almost beckons a person to
watch the film in 3D), from the small details
to the city landscapes, invites us to question
the relationship between reality and fantasy.
At least twice in the film, we are invited to
bask in the beauty and spectacle of modern
animation, moving through the hyper-reality
of space and watching a sunset from the top of

BIG HERO 6

the city.Big Hero 6 is set in a Jet Set Radio-stylized futuristic amalgamation ofSan Francisco
and Tokyo, named San Fransokyo. Rather than
create a fictional city of the future, which disassociates the audience from the visceral and
the moral, the writers compose the Japanese
architecture and visual motifs with the monuments and urban planning of San Francisco.
This unique portmanteau, coupled with the
more quiet detailsreminds us that even though
this animated film is fantastic, futuristic, and
otherworldly, the themes sublimated by culture are universal.
A tale ofrevenge, Big Hero 6 grapples with
darker themes that most animated children’s
films would not even attempt to brush over.
The dramatic tension arises from a younger
brother finding his brother’s killer and the
moral dilemma that arises from avenging
the death of a pacifist. A robotics prodigy,
14-year-old Hiro Hamada (Ryan Potter) is a
robot-fighting enthusiast who can’t seem to
channel his engineering potential in the way
he wants. Hiro’s brother, robotics student
Tadashi Hamada (Daniel Henney), tries to
convince Hiro to gain entrance to one of the
best engineering universities —San Fransokyo

Tech —after he shows him a tour of the robotics lab and his newest invention, a personal
healthcare robot named Baymax (Scott Adsit).
Reinvigorated, Hiro enters a San Fransokyo
Tech exhibition with his mind-controlled
microbot invention and wins admission to
the prestigious university from the highly
esteemed professor Robert Callaghan (James
Cromwell). Adam Krei, a rich tech business
tycoon, is impressed with Hiro’s invention
and decides to counter his admissions offer
with a business opportunity, but Hiro spurns
him. As the exhibition concludes, the building
explodes, drowning Hiro’s brother and microbots in flames. Tadashi’s legacy of compassion
remains imprinted on Baymax, who constantly
suffocates the despondent Hiro with caring
and affection. Hiro, in his depressed state,
overlooks a clue as to the reason that the exhibition exploded, and Baymax takes the lead
as Hiro is forced to follow. They arrive at an
abandoned warehouse run by a madman in a
kabuki mask, manufacturing Hiro’s mind-controlled microbots. To stop the “villain,” Hiro
upgrades Baymax with new abilities while
making super suits for himself and Tadashi’s
robotics friends.

PHOTO COURTESYOF WALT DISNEY ANIMATIONSTUDIOS

Disney combines spectacle and family drama in a captivating animation experience.
The only place where this film fails to
garner attention is its humor. There is a lot of
ironic and deadpan humor, which contrasts
nicely with the superhero theme and many action sequences. The problem is that a lot of the
jokes are overused. Groucho Marx famously
said that any good jokehas to be repeated three
times within a film for maximum comedic
effect and anything else is overkill. Big Hero
6 proves the validity of this statement with its

fist-bumping joke four or five times.
It may be hard for viewers to go see Big
Hero 6 because it does not so easily fit the
Disney mold. It does not have an easily identifiable villain, black and white morality, a great
sing-along original song, or even princesses
in castles. The film, however, repays the effort
to watch in kind and may be one of the most
memorable Hollywood animation experiences
in years. ¦

Nolan shines with space odyssey ‘Interstellar’

PHOTO COURTESY OF WALT DISNEY ANIMATION STUDIOS

WEEKEND BOX OFFICE REPORT
TITLE

PHOTO COURTESY OF LEGENDARY PICTURES

Matthew McConaughey and Anne Hathaway star in the latest sci-fi film from Christopher Nolan, director of the ‘Dark Knight’ triology.
By

Chris Fuller

Heigh ts

Staff

Coming off of the success of 2012’s
The Dark Knight Rises, director Christopher Nolan transports audiences to new
galaxies with the epic sci-fiblockbuster
Inter-

INTERSTELLAR
Christopher Nolan

stellar.
The film
stars

Mathew
McConaughey
as Cooper and Anne Hathaway as Dr.
Brand as they tackle the treacherous
anomalies the universe offers, in their
quest for anew home among the stars.
Nolan has, hopefully at this point,
earned his place in the hearts and
minds of the general audience. Nolan’s
Dark Knight Trilogy has changed the
way viewers experience the superhero
genre, and besides the trilogy, Nolan has
worked with the likes of Guy Pierce, A1
Pacino, Michael Caine (a regular among
his casts), and Leonardo DiCaprio. This
outstanding director, having formed
his own production company based
in England, Syncopy Inc., has defined
himself through his eerily dark, yet
exquisite color palette and his devotion
to a realistic framework and setting for

all of his films, despite their grandeur.
Interstellar in no way deviates from
this basis of production, yet it expands
upon his principles visually. Cooper
and Dr. Brand travel to the reaches of
our solar system, allowing for immense
and striking views of planets that we
as audiences are familiar with. We are
taken far beyond the boundaries of our
solar system, however to anew, meticulously imagined galaxy that exemplifies
the mystery and explorative,horrifying
nature of our heroes’ quest.
Both McConaughey and Hathaway
offer intense, believable, and heartbreaking portrayals of scientists and,
mainly, “pioneers" who tackle the
inexplicable toll that their journey has
on them personally, and what their
success or failure means for the people
back home on Earth. McConaughey,
though having just won the Best Actor award at the Oscars for his role in
Dallas Buyer's Club, has quite possibly
earned himself another Academy nod
for his work as Cooper, an astronaut
and adventurer found in a time supposedly out of place for his talents,
though he soon finds that fate has
dropped him right where he is needed
most. Hathaway’s Dr. Brand couples
with Cooper to make an extraordinary
pair that may find its place among the
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greats of the cinematic universe. Not to
be missed are performances from Caine,
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acclaimed actress Jessica Chastain, and
a knockout cameo that displays Nolan’s
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HORRIBLE, NO GOOD, VERY BAD DAY

3.5
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devotion to and the superb effect of the
mystery of secrecy.

Interstellar is immediately one of
the more noticeable and epic films
of this year and possibly this decade.
Despite the success and following that
his previous films have garnered, Nolan returns to the silver screen with a
film that reinvigorates audiences with
mystery and fascination, capturing the
awe, intensity, and passion that the film
industry of today is incapable of consistently, even moderately, producing.
Combining outstanding performances,
a soundtrack that leaves every viewer on
the edge of his or her seat, chills crawling down the spine, and an aesthetic
that defines Nolan’s style and ambition
as a filmmaker, Interstellar creates its
own space in the sci-fi genre and exemplifies Nolan’s mastery of transcending
the different genres of cinema. Filled
with commentary on our place in the
galaxy and on our home, Earth, Interstellar wonderfully explicates humans’
capabilities and limitations as well as
what about being human contributes
to and detracts from our abilities and
our ambitions. ¦
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BESTSELLERS OF HARDCOVER FICTION
1. GRAY MOUNTAIN
John Grisham
2.THE SLOW REGARD OF
SILENT THINGS
Patrick Rothfuss
3. PRINCE LESTAT
Anne Rice
4. HAVANA STORM
Clive and Dirk Cussler
5. LEAVING TIME
Jodi Picoult

6. THE HANDSOME MAN’S DE
LUXE CAFE
Alexander McCall Smith
7. PEGASUS
Danielle Steel
8. EDGE OF ETERNITY
Ken Follett
9. THE PERIPHERAL
William Gibson
10. DEADLINE
John Sandford
SOURCE: New York Times

Dear moviegoers: a cinematic wish list for the 2014 holiday season
Hannah McLaughlin
Well, it is that time ofyear again. Peppermint replaces pumpkin spice as the
Boston College girl’s latte of choice, and
boys don their festive Patagonia fleeces.
Nearing the end of the semester and start of
the holiday season, it is easy to get caught up
in the chaos of studying, shopping, and treetrimming. This year, however, taking a break
from exams and the stresses of the season
can be accomplished best by heading to
the movies. Much how the average toddler
writes a Christmas list to jolly old St. Nick,
I have compiled a list ofrequests regarding a few of the films set to be released this
season.
1. Before IDisappear

-

Nov. 28
This year for Christmas, I want brilliantly filmed indie movies such as Shawn
Christensen’s Before IDisappear to finally
get the attention and appreciation they
deserve. In Before I Disappear, a feature
based on Christensen’s Oscar-winning short
“Curfew,” Richie is asked to take care of
his estranged sister’s 11-year-old daughter

Sophia for the night. Over the course of
the next few hours, this burnout brother
struggles to connect with his niece, but
eventually this insightful type-A preteen and
down-on-his-luck drug addict warm to each
other. The snippet of simple cinematography appears to capture the stark realities of
life-addiction, pain, and self-doubt. Peppered with sporadic, comical one-liners, the
film is expected to have a lighthearted tone,
despite its serious and somber nature. Hitting theatres on Nov. 28, the offbeat film is
a revamped— and hopefully superior— Uptown Girls for this decade.
2. Penguins ofMadagascar Nov. 26
IfPenguins of Madagascar was a holidaythemed treat, it would be your great aunt’s
untouched fruit cake at the end of the night.
Like a mysterious loaf at the end of the
dessert table, the Madagascar spin-offbegs
the question: why is this even here? Without
Chris Rock and Ben Stiller’s guaranteed
quality, it will be a miracle if four crimefighting Arctic fowls can have success. After
its release on Nov. 26, it is certainly time to
“smile-and-wave” goodbye to the Penguins of
Madagascar.
-

3. The Imitation Game Nov. 28
Set during World War 11, The Imitation
Game depicts the struggles of code-breakers. Hie Imitation Game is an intellectual’s
dream. Like Russell Crowe’s character in
theA Beautiful Mind (2001), Benedict
Cumberbatch plays an introverted genius
hired by the government. With the future of
the world weighing heavily on his shoulders,
Turing (Cumberbatch) must juggle encrypting Nazi codes, the given love interest, and
his inability to work well with his fellow
geniuses. In select theaters Nov. 28, Hie Imitation Game should be a compelling thriller
from the computer-generated special effects
to the set and costume design.
-

4. Wild Dec. 5
Muchlike the questionableedibility of
Easy Bake Oven mac and cheese that I always wanted from Santa but never received,
Wild looks promising, yet probably fails
to meet its exceedinglyhigh expectations.
Reese Witherspoon plays Cheryl Strayed, a
woman with a recently broken heart that can
apparently only be fixed by a solitary 1,000mile hike. While most rom-com characters
cope with the pain of a messy breakup
-

by submitting to pints of Ben and Jerry’s,
Strayed takes to cross-country backpacking after experiencing the aforementioned
tragedy. The film could be incredibly stirring
with its unconventional story and emotional
theme of achieving self-actualization.In
theatres Dec. 5, this seemingly inventive and
inspiring film better drive us “wild” with
excitementand praise.
5. Night at the Museum: Secret of the
Tomb Dec. 9
Every year, I receive the same pair of
holiday knee socks from the same aunt at
Christmas, and similar to the utter confusion and dejection I feel each year are the
sentiments I have for yet another Night at
theMuseum movie. The newest installment
to Ben Stiller’s museum-mayhem saga will
open nationwide on Dec. 19. Night at the
Museum: Secret of the Tomb is the third and
final piece to the trite trilogy whose plot this
time involves—you guessed it— a secret
about a tomb. Despite getting relocated
from New York to London, there appears
to be little change to the general plot and
tone of the film. Simply stated, the animated
artifacts participate in their usual hackneyed
-

hijinks, and Ben Stiller is stuck restoring
the hallowed halls of the museum to their
original state. This winter, a little creativity
would be perfect. Throw in a major plot
twist or two and this film might be worth
wasting precious hours ofyour life sitting in
a movie theatre.
6. Taken 3 Jan. 9
Contrary to popular belief (thanks, Mariah Carey), all I want for Christmas is Liam
Neeson. Like the accumulation of snow on
a winter’s night, the more of Neeson films,
the better. Due to his incredibly unfortunate
family’s proclivity for getting into rather difficult situations, Bryan Mills (Neeson) is at
it again, fighting for the safety of his beloved
wife. With all the pomp and circumstance of
a typical Taken film—namely the car chases,
explosions, and riveting deep-voiced conversations with villains over the phone— Taken
3 is expected to dominate the box officelong
after its Jan. 9 release date.
-

Hannah McLaughlin is a contributor
The Heights. She can be reached
at arts@bcheights.coin.
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Asian Caucus breaks down
barriers with ‘Mind to Mic’
The annual concert, hosted in the Rat,
challenges narrow thought through live music
Mind to Mic, from A8
stunning combination of “Stay With
Me,” “Thinking Out Loud,” “Rude,” “Hit
Me Baby One More Time,” and “No Diggity,” because who doesn’t like a good
throwback?
What made this night what it was—which was nothing short of grand—was
Vincent’s stage presence and down-toearth personality, which carried through
his set. He had everyone laughing as he
introduced one of his older songs, “My
Queen,” as being from his “emo days,” a
time of his life in which he frequented
female stores to buy his pants.
As the night went on and he started
connecting with the crowd more and
more, he decided to bridge the gap
between the audience and himself. He
stepped off the stage, sat down, and
invited everyone to gather around him
and sing along. It was like a campfire, except your campfire friends were famous
people who could sing.
He took recommendations from the
crowd and even sang a couple of duets
with students —Esther
Chung, CSON
'l7, sang “A Whole New World” with
him, and Toby Mahier, WCAS ’lB, sang
“Suit and Tie” while Vincent played the
guitar. After taking a bunch of recom-

mendations, including “Drunk In Love”
by Beyonce and “Let It Go" from Frozen,
he wrapped up his performance with a
You Stay”
couple of his own songs —“If
and “Blue Skies,” which, by the way, is
the cutest song.
Asian Caucus even planned a Q&A
session and meet and greet with Vincent
at the end of his performance, where he
answered questions about what it means
to be an Asian American artist today and
whether he’s faced any discrimination.
“Actually, no,” he responded. “Everyone
has been really accepting.
“What encouraged me to go on YouTube, and to do bigger things with my
music, were all of the inspirationalpeople
I found myself surrounded by during my
time at University of California Irving.
Many of them were Asian American.”
He talked about his Filipino culture, gave
some insights into the writing of a few
of his songs, and tookpictures with fans
before he headed out.
The 10th annual From Mind to Mic
was a smash hit that highlighted the talent in and outside of the BC community.
The efforts of Asian Caucus did draw a
large crowd, and opened up a larger conversation about ethnicity and stereotyping—one that has the potential to reach
students outside the classroom. ¦

EMILY FAHEY / HEIGHTS EDITOR

Zoe Ainsburg was frontman for the recently reshaped indie-rock group at Saturday’s concert, powering through a lengthy set.

Seaver’s Express offers alternative pregame
Seaver’s Express, from A8
independent music scene last fall, and has
dramatically evolvedits sound and image since
its 2013 Parachute EP. This performance was
the band’s first official show featuring Gallagher, and served as a premiere of the reshaped
Seaver’s Express.
The highlight of Saturday’s performance
was a revamp of Daft Punk’s 2013 hit “Get
Lucky!’ Seaver’s Express took the original song
and gave it a refreshing rock ’n’ roll vibe—the
group started out by slowing the tempo, and
then it quickly picked up as the drummer
rapidly slammed on the drums. “It’s kind of

a boring song if you don’t change it up,” lead

guitarist Sean Seaver said.
For several songs, the group stuck to the
original melody. Some hot takes from theshow
included the upbeat tune “Valerie” by Amy
Winehouse and the lullaby-like “Dreams” by
Fleetwood Mac. While it can be difficult to
perform songs just as the original artists did,
Ainsburg did a fantastic job of adding new
color to old songs, stringing silky vocals over
a strong instrumental backing for the classics
covered that night.
Although much of the band comes from
Berklee, Seaver’s Express has made BC its
home, growing a significant fanbase at the

school and frequently playing at University
events. Saturday’s show was exceptionally casual, with Gallagher announcing the winners
of an ongoing raffle sponsored by the Superfan
Zone every few songs. It did, however, give
insights on the direction group is taking.
Despite recent changes in the band—a
new bassist this fall, and anew lead singer
in the spring—Seaver’s
Express delivered a
solid performance, making it seem as though
they had been playing together for years.
Ainsburg’s smooth-as-honey voice and the
loud guitar and violent drums provided a
pleasing contrast that worked wonders for the
indie-rock band. ¦

The Country Music Awards in review: what you missed and what was missing
CMAs, from A8
I love country music—the way you
love thatknucklehead from high school. It
reminds me of good old Missouri. There was
a weird transition at my high school. Somewhere between junior high and junior year,
country became sort of cool—whether you
liked it or not. We have Taylor Swift to thank
for some of that—but also a larger movement within the genre from slow ballads
to more upbeat pop. But what’s frustrating
isn’t the musical movement, it’s that country music can’t seem to see who is actually
making good country music anymore.

Beyond all the glitz and pop stars
dipping their toes in country, there were
some really cool moments in the CMAs.
Kacey Musgraves’ “Follow Your Arrow”
won song of the year. “Follow Your Arrow”
is a tune with a simple melody about doing
whatever makes you happy, whether that’s
girls kissing girls or smoking a bit of weed.
That doesn’t seem too outrageous, but
then again this is the crowd whose loudest
cheer of the night went to the GOP. And
she did it not through synths and theatrics
but good songwriting. Not bad for a Taylor
Swift “replacement.” Church didn’t win
any awards but without question his The

Outsiders was the most ambitious country
album of the year. Then there was Church
singing a ballad with George Strait (country legend) and Musgraves also singing a
duet with Loretta Lynn (another country
legend). Musgraves and Church represent
both the new and theold. They draw on the
genre’s greats and give it their own twist.
They just make good music, music that
takes risk stylistically and in content. But
for whatever reason, country music gives
its awards to Luke Bryan and Florida Georgia Line. Musgraves and Church were stuck
singing old songs with old stars, which
further proves my point that they’re the

genre’s only contemporary tie to its past.
Instead of championing Church or
Musgraves, country music turned to Little
Big Town —who are nothing if not pleasant —and Luke Bryan, the Drake of country
music without the ironic backstory.
Late in the show, we got a peek at
what country use to be —and still could
be—when they honored Vince Gill with
the Irving Waugh Award, the second
(along with fohnny Cash) to ever receive
the award. You might remember Gill from
last year’s CMA awards (or maybe not) for
accompanying Swift on “Red.” Gill never
wore a hat. He didn’t sing about trucks

and beer. He just played guitar and sang
about stuff.
Country music is just something you
can hang out with. You don’t have to go to
a dark place or thump your chest. When
it’s at its best, it’s just with you—in the car,
on the couch, with friends. At its best, it’s
Friday Night Lights. At its worst, it’s pretty
much Florida Georgia Line. And it seems
like it’s going the latter’s way. Here’s to the
good times.

staff writerfor The
Heights. He can be reached at arts@
bcheights.com
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Course Information and Schedule

Course Evaluations

The Course Information and Schedule in the Agora portal now offers new and more intuitive ways to explore BC’s academic offerings. This searchable schedule includes course
descriptions, faculty, meeting times, and room assignments. You may search by term,
school, keyword, and subject code (required for A&S courses).

Boston College uses an online course evaluation system which is fast, easy, convenient,
secure, anonymous, confidential, and, above all, important! Course evaluation results
are used by faculty to improve teaching, and they are a significant component in the
promotion and tenure process.

Students may view results of past course evaluations to assist with course selection and registration. To access course evaluation results from the Agora Portal, go to the “My Services” tab
then click on “Course Information and Schedule” and select the “Course Evaluations” link.

November/December Registration Calendar for Spring 2015

You can customize your search by using filters to select course number ranges, course levels,
meeting days and times, credit hours, and open or closed courses. Remember to clear your
filters or Start Over when you begin anew search.

To expand information about a course, click on More Detail to view the short course
description. Click on the course title to view a more detailed course description, including
any course prerequisites or corequisites and Core requirements, and links to syllabi, course
evaluations, and textbook information, if available. Access to course evaluation surveys and
syllabi are also available from the Course Information and Schedule landing page.

Graduate Students: Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.
*GSSW: Spring courses for students in the Class of 2015 will open
Registration for all other GSSW student will begin at 7:30 p.m.

at

7 p.m.

A&S, LSOE, and CSON undergraduate students should contact their academic advisors for ac-

ademic advising and registration materials. CSOM seniors should pick up their degree audits in
the departments of their first concentration. CSOM sophomores and juniors should go to their
advisors. CSOM freshmen will receive their registration materials from their Portico professors.
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The naked truth
of body image

Ariana Igneri
The Women’s Center of Boston College isn’t alone in its efforts this week to
promote positive conversations about
female body image—turns out, actress
Keira Knightley has a lot to say about
encouraging women to love their bodies, too.
In a spread for Interview magazine
several days ago, the Pride & Prejudice
star appearedtopless, saying candidly
that her decision to go nude was an attempt to strip bare the truth about how
Photoshop in the media perpetuates
unrealistic perceptions of female beauty.
The photos are unedited and
untouched —no blemishes removed,
no stray hairs erased, and no curves
enhanced. There’s just Knightley, revealing everything she’s confident about and
insecure of, in black and white. She’s
exposing herself, and simultaneously,
a legitimate problem with our media
culture.
Knightley—who has become rather
infamously known for looking dangerously thin and being small chested —isn’t
new to these issues. For the promotion
poster of 2004’s King Arthur, her figure
was distorted to make her breasts look
bigger than they actually are in real
life. The incident resulted in serious
controversy that the studio was forced to
confront, prompting Knightley to take
her most recent stand.
“I think women’s bodies are a
battleground, and photography is partly
to blame,” Knightley said in The Times.
“Our society is so photographic now, it
becomes more difficult to see all of those
different varieties of shape.”
Celebrities like Lorde and Lady Gaga
have fought the same fight as Knightley,
targeting Photoshop as a big reason
that so many women are uncomfortable
about their bodies. Knightley is obviously in good company, and it’s hard to deny
that the struggle is a noble one—but,
believe it or not, the shoot wasn’t met
with overwhelming praise.
One writer actually wrote an article
titled, “Stop Calling Keira Knightley’s
Nude Photos ‘Brave,’” bluntly arguing
that Knightley added nothing to the
discussion of female body image simply
because of her race, age, and weight.
“I’m not sure that I feel comfortable
with the Internet collectively giving
Knightley a cookie for making the earthshattering point that a thin, white, beautiful woman like her will still look thin
and white and beautiful, with or without
Photoshop,” said the writer.
While the writer’s point that an older,
heavier, more diverse, or less conventionally “beautiful” woman should join
the cause is to some extent a fair one, it’s
definitely not fair to exclude or devalue
Knightley because of her appearance.
Can Knightley be blamed for the color
of her skin? For the size of her body?
For the things about her that make her,
her? Doing that not only seems like an
unfounded attack against Knightley, but
it also perpetuates the very stereotypes
that need to be broken down.
Knightley’s fans and maybe even
her critics might have thought that she
looked flawless in her Interview pictures,
but more likely than not, she wouldn’t
agree. Everyone has his or her own
hang-ups, things that he or she wishes
he or she could change about himself or
herself —and Knightley is no different.
Regardless of who Knightley is or
what she physically looks like, her
photo shoot was a step in the right direction, helping women to understand
that body image has more to do with
how you see yourself than with how
others see you. Knightley has invited
women to look past the size of their
bra, past the number on their scale,
past the clothes on their body to realize that beauty is subjective—there’s
no one definition of it. That’s the naked
truth.

Ariana Igneri is the Assoc. Arts d> Review Editorfor The Heights. She can be
reached at arts@bcheights.com
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YouTube artist Joseph Vincent, BC band Juice, and Christian a cappella group Against the Current took over the Rat for Thursday evening’s lively performance.

BC artists join forces with YouTube sensation Joseph
Vincent to confront stereotypes of Asian-Americans
By

Liz Holman

Heights Staff
You Tube star Joseph Vincent performed in
the Rat Thursday night—the
shoddy basement
dining hall transformed into a concert venue—for
BC’s 10th annual From Mind to Mic. Hosted by
Asian Caucus, From Mind to Mic is an effort to
combat common Asian stereotypes portrayed in
the media. Each year, the Asian Caucus brings in
a prominent figure in the entertainment industry.
This year’s pick was Joseph Vincent, a FilipinoAmerican singer-songwriter and guitarist.
The night began with a performance by BC’s
delivered a great
very own band, Juice—which
starting set to get the crowd hyped up. The group
took the stage with a song called “Shock,” allowing
Christian Rougeau, A&S TB, to exhibit his various
musical talents, some of which include rapping
and being insanely adept at the electric violin.
They then moved into “Not the Only One,” and
Ben Stevens, CSOM TB, arguably has a voice that
could rival Sam Smith’s.
The group topped off its performance with

“How You Gonna Do Me Like That” and “Where
I Wanna Be,” both great. It’s clear that this group
is exceptionally talented, but what bolsters that
talent is its incredible stage presence. Throughout the entire performance, they looked like they
were having so much fun, as if there was no place
they would rather be, and the crowd fed off of
that energy. Their hip hop-funk vibes offer an
original sound that’s contagious and is spreading
throughout the BC community.
Next up was Against the Current, BC’s Christian a cappella group. Mishell Park, LSOE ’l7,
sang a beautiful rendition of “Love Will Show You
Everything” by Jennifer Love Hewitt, and her performance was followed by the talented Eric Lee,
A&S T5, who sang “All of Me” by John Legend.
In between these performances, the group cited
a Bible verse, preaching to the crowd that God is
full of love and forgiveness, something that can be
forgotten amongst the mundane day-to-days.
Once Against the Current exited the stage,
the two hosts returned, exclaiming “Thanks for
coming, everyone! Have a goodnight!” The crowd

booed. “Oh are we forgetting something?” they
asked. With that, Vincent took the stage —and the
crowd roared in approval.
Vincent has over 440,000 subscribers on Youtube, with his videos racking up over 68 million
views. He was also featured twice on NBC’s The
Ellen DeGeneres Show—first for their “Wonderful
Web of Wonderment” and later as a performer. He
has performed at well-known Los Angeles venues,
such as the House of Blues and the Knitting Factory, and among international venues in Australia,
Singapore, and Canada.
He’s been voted Australia’s “You Tube Artist of
the Year” by Star Central magazine and won LA’s
first “Kababayan Superstar” contest in 2009. And,
with the release of his debut album Blue Skies in
2011, his career is only headed up.
For Thursday’s performance, Vincent started
off on an adorably dysfunctional note, hitting his
head on the mic and pausing in the middle of a
song to say “shit, I just drooled.” He also performed
several entertaining mashups, including one composed of his own songs: “One Stop Shop” alongside
“This Love” by Maroon 5.
What was arguably his best mashup was a

See Mind to Mic, A7

Decent music, plenty of empty
boots at Country Music Awards
Ryan
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The BC indie-rock band performed a pregame concert in Alumni for Saturday’s game.

BC band Seaver’s Express plays
stellar set in Alumni Stadium
Sophie Reardon

For The Heigh ts
The neon white lights of Alumni Stadium
illuminated the stage as students began to
wander into the Superfan Zone for live music,
giveaways, and perhaps a game of cornhole.
At6 p.m. on Saturday, Boston College indie
band Seaver’s Express took to the temporary
stage, set up just within the student gate for
Alumni Stadium, and for more than an hour,
offered an alternative pregame for those in the
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Superfan Zone.
Decked out in BC apparel, Seaver’s Express
included bassist Conor Gallagher, CSOM
’l6, guitarist Sean Seaver, A&S 'l6, as well as
drummer Chris Southiere and vocalist Zoe
Ainsburg, from the Berklee College of Music.
Sean’s brother, Brian Seaver, who usually acts
as lead vocalist for the band, was not at the
show.
Seaver’s Express arrived on the BC’s

Seaver’s Express, A7

‘lnterstellar’
Christopher Nolan goes where no director
has gone before with latest sci-fi film, A6

Dowd

The opening of the Country Music
Awards laid it all out on the table as only
country music can. Kenny Chesney stood
on stage strumming and singing along to
“American Kids,” musing that kids these days
are “a little messed up but all alright” with
the help of some dancing, beanie-wearing
weirdoes in the background. Next up was a
duet of “All About That Bass” with country
queen MirandaLambert and Meghan
Trainor. It was bizarre. It made you question
every life choice you’d made to reach this
moment.

Most of all, it made you wonder (possibly), what’s happened to country music?
Hosts Brad Paisley and Carrie Underwood understandably opened with jokes
about Postpartum Taylor Swift Disorder,
Ebola, and the GOP victory (to thunderous
applause). Paisley and Underwood even
voiced the obvious question: who’s going
to step into Swift’s tall, obnoxious dancing
shoes?
Steven Tyler, the show’s opening presenter, even claimed that country is the new
rock ‘n’ roll. We shouldn’t take everything
Tyler says as fact, but he makes a good point,

All I Want For Christmas
A movie wishlist for the upcoming holiday
season’s major releases, A6

and surely unintentionally complicated the
dilemma facing fans of country music. Its
brightest star has left for a more hipster
pasture. The genre has never been more
popular or more diverse—in style, not skin
color (obviously). It’s become the most
explicit genre in music in terms of radio play
and grip on fan base. It’s become the popular
music of the time. It’s become rock ‘n’ roll.
So it’s odd how it compromises—throws
a bunch ofLana Del Rey wannabes in the
background.
I feel the need to defend nearly every
statement I have and am about to make, but
please, put down the stones for another 600
words.
As I hinted at earlier, country is fairly
diverse in style, though not content. Keith
Urban pretty much shreds pop rock. Florida
Georgia Line is basically a boy band. Lady
Antebellum is basically an all-girl band,
insult intended. Eric Church leans heavily on
rock—my neighbors and five Spotifyfollowers are probably sick of me blasting Church.
I’ll also admit that I and the poor soul who
lives above me have listened to Dierks
Bentley’s “Drunk on a Plane” too many times
this year.

See CMAs, A7

Weekend Box Office Report
Hardcover Bestsellers
Movie Reviews

A6
A6
A6

SPORTS

B1

Monday, November 10, 2014

ON TURF & ICE, A WEEKEND TO FORGET
FINAL SCORE

FINAL SCORE

38-19

5-3

RECORD

POWER PLAY

4-4

5-39

EMILY FAHEY

Sloppy Eagles kept it close but ultimately fell
apart against a highly talented Louisville team
By

Michael Hoff

to a 10 point lead. With BC leading 13-10 with
38 seconds left in the second half, Louisville

The Boston College football team faced a
deeper and more talented opponent Saturday
night, but kept itself in the game despite a
costly missed extra point and quarterback Tyler
Murphy having to play over his head. The Eagles
didn’t have the offensive game breakers that
Louisville did, yet for a while, they compensated
with outstanding play calling, steady execution,
and timely bailouts from Murphy. That formula
produced a close loss against Clemson and wins
over USC and Virginia Tech, and BC followed
the blueprint against Louisville. What sustained
the Eagles throughout most of the season and
portions of Saturday night screeched to a stop,
finally, and BC fell off the tightrope and onto
its face, earning its third conference and fourth
home loss of the year, 38-19.
“We have a lot of resiliency and all that and
we play hard and tough, but we were just playing sloppy,” said BC head coach Steve Addazio.
“And that sloppiness against a good opponent
put us where we are right now, and that’s losing
the football game. We’re a scrappy, tough team,
but let’s not forget, we’re still a team that’s a real
work in progress right now. Couple warts showed
up tonight.”
Louisville’s first four trips into the red zone
produced a turnover on downs, a fumble, and

blocked Alex Howell’s punt deep in Eagles territory. On the next play, Cardinals quarterback
Reggie Bonnafon spotted all-world receiver
DeVante Parker across from BC cornerback Justin Simmons. Bonnafon picked on Simmons for a
29-yard touchdown, taking a lead that BC never
got back. The Eagles couldn’t afford to get their
punt blocked because they don’t have a player
like Parker, or anyone who could stop him. Parker
finished the half with 144receiving yards.
“Parker went up and made a couple of big
time plays,” Addazio said. “Right up over everybody.”
Addazio is used to his receivers not being
able to do what Parker can, but he can usually
trust his O-line to compensate and give Murphy’s
targets a little more time to separate. With BC
still within one possession early in the fourth,
Murphy drifted to his back foot in the face of
Louisville pressure and fluttered a pass towards
receiver Dan Crimmins. Cardinals safety Gerod
Holliman jumped the route and picked it off, one
of his three interceptions on the night. Holliman
now leads the country with 13 picks. Crimmins
has 20 catches on the season, which is second on
the team by one catch.

See Football, B3
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Choose your own adventure: Is it time to hit the red
panic button over the BC men’s hockey team-or nah?

just 10 points. BC took advantage, jumping out

Heights Staff

/

Connor Mellas
With Friday night’s 5-3 defeat to Boston
University now festering inBoston College

nightmares and the record books, the BC men’s
hockey team has slipped into a three-game
losing streak for the first time since the 2009-10
season. Plenty of reasons to panic exist—the
Fiddle Kid seems wildly ignorant of musical
theory, for example—but so do glimpses of
hope for BC’s season. So, for those ofyou struggling to decide whether to hit the red button
or hunker down for the long haul, this guide
should help.
Panic: Where the hell are the playmakers? Transitioning from winger to center, Ryan
Fitzgerald has transformed into everything
BC could have hopedfor, that’s for sure. The
sophomore deked left right left right left and
then stole BU goaltender Matt O’Connor’s
wallet and phone and left him on the side of the
road on that breakaway goal. Like a flashier Bill
Arnold, Fitzgerald’s picked up his new defensive
responsibilities with ease and accounts for
seven of BC’s 24 goals this year.

Looking past Fitzgerald, the pickings are
slim. Adam Gilmour and AlexTuch are on six
points for the year and Chris Calnan continues to show flashes of skill, but as everyone
expected, scoring depth is already a huge issue
forBC. Fitzgerald is good, but he’s no Johnny
Gaudreau, and until Tuch turns into Kevin
Hayes, he doesn’t really have a deadly partner in
crime out there. No single player is going to be
able to carry this team, the lower lines need to
step up as more than just puck chasers. But with
all the chances guys like Quinn Smith, Michael
Sit, Destry Straight, and Danny Linell have had
over their careers to become big-time players, is
there any reason to now believe they will?
Nah: College hockey is about timing, more
so than any other sport. The college season is
an Iditarod-long haul, spanning October to
April, and it’s all about peaking at the right time.
The 2009-10 NCAA Tournament-winning BC
team hit potholes and pitfalls in the regular
season, losing its opener, and dropping games to
Vermont and Merrimack, and in January, to BU.
As late as Feb. 19, the Eagles were still slipping
up, but then, they caught fire. Nine straight wins
and the title. BC just needs a decent record until
it hits the stretch. If it can learn from these early
struggles, the Eagles might even be better off
come March.

See Hockey, B3

Tyler Murphy fell on the sword, but
BC’s Louisville loss was a team effort
By

Connor Mellas

Sports Editor
Like an elephant taking an ice skating
lesson in August or a rattlesnake giving up
slithering to play secondary percussion in
ophidiophobic folk trio, the play seemed
doomed to endure a starkly miserable
failure before it even occurred. It had to
happen, though, and everyone knew it.
With Louisville owning the line all night,
Jon Hilliman averaging less than three yards
plus a pile-on per carry, and the scoreboard
screaming “It’s fourth and goal and Boston

College is downby 12 so damnit, Tyler, you
have to do something amazing and you have
to do it now,” Murphy’s valiant rollout to the
right of the pocket shocked no one, least of
all Louisville.
The play exploded spectacularly in BC’s
face like a fat ton of nitroglycerin as two of
Bobby Petrino’s freakishly fast minions tore
through the inside and outside lanes and
gave chase to Murphy. Turning his back to
the end zone, Murphy flew to the 15, to the
20, to the 25—desperately searching for a
seam or a corner to slingshot around and
resurrect his Eagles, but all he found was a
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growing swarm of bloodthirsty Cardinals.
Surrendering to his rapidly impending
doom at the 26 yard line, Murphy pivoted,
leaned back, and chucked a duck eight
yards short of a BC lifeline and into the
burly embrace of defensive end Sheldon
Rankins.
The sight ofany 305-pound man catching and clutching a football with glee is
certainly a delightful experience, but the
scene was rendered somber by the sheer
misery spawning in Alumni Stadium as the

See Louisville, B3
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Women’s Hockey: Still undefeated

Sailing: Reineke claims

The No. 1 ranked Eagles took downNortheastern and UVM over the weekend
B2

The junior won her third straight ICSA SinB4
glehanded National Championship
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In first round of ACC Tournament, BC crashes out

THUMBS
UP

By

DEKE CITY That move Ryan Fitzgerald
put on Matt O’Connor was a Johnny
Gaudreau type of unfair. That goal
was definitely all O’Connor’s fault, but
whether or not he sucks at life is another
question altogether.
-

-

Victoria Johnson

For The Heights

PATs- We ’re trying a reverse-jinx since
last week didn’t work. Chances that this
reverse-jinx works? About the same as
BC’s chances of actually making all of
its extra points in a game.

COORDINATION

Our amateur eyes in

the sky are impressed with how the
Eagles’ play calling keeps opponents
off-balance. Ryan Day got three huge
gains off play action passes to fullbacks
Bobby Wolford and tight end Jarrett
Darmstatter (?!) that Louisville didn’t
cover at all. Offensive lines still struggle
to keep up with Don Brown’s delayed
blitzes coming from all angles. There
were a lot of three down linemen with
defensive end Kevin Kavalec lurking
inside in the A and B gaps, and the
Cardinals seemed just as confused as
we were. We’re excited to see what he
can dowith a better secondary.

Several weeks ago, after the first
home game of the season, head coach
Ainslee Lamb said the Boston College
field hockey
5
Syracuse
team’s season
Boston College
2
goals included
becoming a top-10 team and returning
to the NCAA tournament. No. 9 BC
succeeded in achieving its first goal,
and a win at the ACC tournament in
Durham, N.C. would have guaranteed
an invitation to the NCAAs. The Eagles
fell short with their 5-2 loss in the first
round against No. 6 Syracuse University,
however, but got the invite to the NCAA
tournament on Sunday.
Going into the game, it appearedBC
would have the upper hand. The Eagles
had the higher seed in the tournament
and had previously beaten the Orange in
September, 3-2. Still, all seven competing
teams were nationally ranked, so it was

THUMBS
DOWN
@FAKE_MURPHY It started offwith fol-

lowing porn stars, and to be honest, we
really wanted to see where Faux-Murphy
was gonna go next with that.

-

usual wonderful

taste in music blaring through the speak-

ers to the broken mic for the National
Anthem, Friday really wasn’t the best
night for the tech folks of Conte. Major
props to the student section for picking
up their slack on the anthem.
MOMENTUM Steve Addazio

talked a lot
about momentum after the game, so let’s
see if we got this right. BC had the momentum in the first half, then lost it on
the blocked punt, then got it back late in
the third quarter, then lost it, then got it
back when it had the ball inside the five,
then lost it when they couldn’t score?
Either momentum doesn’t actuallyexist,
or it’s really fickle when you don’t have
enough talent.
-

BC’s man advantage
started slow last year too, but we’re
confident that it’s gonna be a little
harder to improve this year. It’s not
good for anyone when Destry Straight
is featured prominently in the slot in
BC’s 2-3 configuration, and there are no
injuries to explain why. Hope Plymouth
POWER PLAYS

-

is nice, Sonny.

Like Thumbs Up,
Thumbs Down?
Follow us
@HeightsSports

SHORT

in
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anyone’s tournament. Highly motivated,
Syracuse came out of the gate strong.
Emma Russell, the team’s leading scorer,
scored 27 seconds into the game to give
the Orange a 1-0 lead.
BC fought back from this deficit
and pressed the Syracuse defense. The
pressure paid off when the Eagles were
awarded three penalty corners. On the
third corner, Eryn McCoy sent a bouncing drive into the circle to confuse the
goalie and allow Kelcie Hromisin to tip
in a tying goal.
The momentum quickly turned again.
The Orange stormed downfield and
through the BC defense. Syracuse ripped
shot after shot while BC’s Leah Settipane
stopped each one from reaching the back
of the net. The Eagles were able to obtain
possession and challenge the Syracuse
defense. BC received a string of three
offensive penalty corners. The players
tried to be deceptive with fancy shots and
passes, but came up empty-handed.
With 10 minutes left in the first

half, Syracuse turned up the energy and
forced its way into the BC circle. The Orange dictated the tempo of the game with
its ball movement. With two minutes
remaining, Settipane stepped out of the
goal in order to clear a ball. Russell rebounded the ball and got an open shot on
goal to put her team up, 2-1. The Eagles
made a final run and were dangerously
close to scoring, but were unable to do
so before the half ended.
When the second half started, it appeared Syracuse was going to dominate
once again. The offense stormed down
the field immediately, but a card on
Syracuse’s Kati Nearhouse gave BC an
earlyone-player advantage. Five seconds
after Nearhouse stepped off the field, the
Eagles tied the game 2-2 when Hromisin
scored her second goal of the game off
a rebound.
For the rest of the frame, Syracuse
continued to dominate with the occasional BC breakaway, and with 10
minutes left in the game, Syracuse broke

By Tommy

Meloro
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In boxing, it’s crucial to be able to

take a few punches. There will never be
a time when you can go an entire match

without being hit at least
once. Therefore, the ability to roll with the punches,
to absorb your opponent’s best shot, and
then to launch an attack of your own is
an invaluable ability for a boxer.
Over the last week, the Boston College men’s hockey team absorbed some
punches. It started on Wednesday night
against UConn, when the team let up an
early goal and was unable to battle back,
falling 1-0. New questions surrounded
the team: “Was that just a fluke?” and
“How will they respond against Boston
University?” Friday night, BC dished out
some punches, but took a few more, as
the Terriers topped the Eagles 5-3.
The game began with the two teams
feeling each other out, circling in the
ring. They both had their opportunities,
but the play of Thatcher Demko kept
BU off the board, while Matt O’Connor
kept BC at bay.
One of the most concerning things
about BC’s loss at UConn was the power
play’s complete inability to generate

scoring opportunities. BC was unable
to bounce back on Friday night. In four

attempts with a man advantage, the
Eagles generated six shots and no goals.

Their first power play came in that first
period, and it gave BC fans cause for
concern. The Eagles looked as if they
were unable to shake off the memories

of Wednesday’s failure, getting just
one shot toward O’Connor and having

trouble entering the offensive zone and
keeping possession.
It took until the second period for BC
to land its first body blow. Two minutes
into the period, O’Connor made a valiant
effort to stop several point-blank opportunities by the Eagles, but he couldn’t
hold out forever. The puck found Chris
Calnan in front of the crease, and he put
it under the arm of a diving O’Connor
for a 1-0 BC lead.
For a while, it looked as if BC would
continue to jab at the Terriers. The
Eagles had another power play almost
immediately after their goal, and while
they improved, they were still unable
to finish.

BU regrouped, and then it responded.
Evan Rodrigues took a BC turnover,
danced around several defenders, forced
Demko down, and calmly fired the puck
into the net. BC refused to back off, as
Ryan Fitzgerald soon made his presence

known.
With a two-on-one breakaway,
Fitzgerald decided to keep the puck
and shoot it himself. The punch was
perfectly aimed, popping O’Connor’s
water bottle and restoring BC’s onegoal lead.
The Eagles went into the break needing to hold out for 20 more minutes,
absorbing what would undoubtedly be
BU’s best shot. They were unable to do
so. BU’s first goal of the period came
off of what would later be described
by BC head coach Jerry York as “puck
luck.” After a scrum in front of the goal,
Demko went down in the crease. BU’s
Mike Moran picked up the puck and
his momentum carried him behind the
net. Moran threw the puck in front,
and it hit Demko’s leg before careening
into the net.
BU pressed its advantage, with the
Eagles needing more stellar play out of
Demko to keep the game tied. Then,
Matheson went to the box for a slash.
BC braced for another punch from the
Terriers, but Fitzgerald had other ideas.
Twenty seconds into the kill, Fitzgerald
picked the pocket of a Terrier and found
himself in the clear.
Fitzgerald skated in on O’Connor,
deked him out of his shoes, and finished
his short-handed goal off with a flourish.

By

Arthur Bailin

Heights

Staff

One of the reasons why the Boston College womens hockey team has played so well
in the early part of the season is that during
everygame, everyplayer has some capacity to
help the Eagles win. This weekend, it was Kate
Leary contributing in a big way, as BC swept
the weekend, taking down Northeastern, 6-1,
and Vermont, 4-2.
“I thinkKate’s been huge for us these last
couple of games,” said head coach Katie King
Crowley. “She’s put in goals that we really
needed to spark the team.”
Leary’s spark was very much needed,
as five of the team’s top players were out of
the lineup as the four Nations tournament
concluded. The defensive core caught a break,
as Kaliya Johnson and Lauren Wendall were
both cleared to play in Saturday’s game. By

dressing them and Erin Kickham, Crowley
was able to put together three defensive pairings, thus limiting the minutes somewhat for
the defense. Despite this fact, the Eagles were
still down one forward line.
The Eagles were able to jump to a onegoal lead in the first period. In the second
period, however, the offense started to come
in droves.
“The second period is something we’ve
been focusing on because historically, our
second hasn’t been as good, so I think it’s
something, we really try to get our kids to
keep playing the right way, keep doing things,
keep it simple,keep doing things theright way,
and keep using their speed and use it to our
advantage,” Crowley said.
The Eagles were able to use their speed
and sustain pressure on net, and thatpressure
worked well. Powered by Leary’s two goals,
BC was able to jump out to a 4-1 lead, and

would eventually win 6-1.
Between the Saturday game at Northeastern and the Sunday game back home, the
Eagles received some help. The five players
who were at Four Nations had flown from
Canada back to the Boston area and were
available for the Sunday game. This permitted Crowley to send out four offensive lines
and three defensivepairs, allowing BC to play
with a full lineup for the first time since the
Providence game last Friday.
Despite the players coming back, BC ran
into some trouble early. Between a sleepy start
by the Eagles and a tremendous forecheck by
the Vermont Catamounts, BC was unable to
generate much offense during the first period.
Going into the first intermission, energy
lacked for the Eagles, and that was a point
Crowley touched on during the meeting in
the locker room.
The Eagles, despite having success in
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Conference

Overall

UMass-Lowell

4-0-1

6-1-2

Vermont
Boston University
Merrimack
Maine
Providence
Notre Dame
UConn
Boston College
UMass
Northeastern

4-1-1
3-1-1
2-1-0
2-2-0
2-2-0
1-0-1
1-2-1
1-3-0
1-4-0
0-3-1
0-2-0

6-1-1
5-1-1

Tyler Murphy’s TD/INT ratio, which is
third worst of 14 ACC quarterbacks with
more than 130 attempts.

6-2-1
3-6-1

7

3-4-1
5-3-1

The number of goals Ryan Fitzgerald
has scored this season.
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on the offensive end. Syracuse struggled
to clear the ball and with continued BC
pressure, Lamb called a timeout with six
minutes remaining.

Lamb decided to pull the goalie, a
risky decision with so much time on
the clock.
With an extra field player in place,
BC pushed through the Orange defense.
Syracuse was able to recover a rebound
and send the ball downfield. Russell flew
past the BC defenders once again and
scored her fourth goal of the night on
an empty net.

The BC goal remained empty. The
BC offense continued to shoot. And the
BC defense let Russell into the circle
once again.

With four seconds left in the game
Russell passed the ball to Nearhouse,
who tapped it into the empty goal to give
the Orange a 5-2 win. ¦

Immediately, it seemed as if the Eagles
had landed a knockout punch, as they
upped their offensive pressure. BU kept
its composure, with Jack Eichel making
his presence felt in his first Battle of
Commonwealth Avenue. Eichel tipped
in a slapshot from Brandon Hickey, beating Demko in what ultimately turned
the tide.
Two minutes later, BU landed the
final blow, and the Eagles staggered—unable to respond. Rodrigues skated
around the back of the net and whipped
the puck out front. In another example
of puck luck, the puck grazed off of
Matheson’s skate and slid through the
puck-sized gap between Demko’s pad
and the post, giving BU its first lead of
the game.
BC put pressure on the Terriers as
time wound down, but an empty netter
proved to be insurance. York maintained
that his team didn’t go through the upand-down roller coaster of emotions
that the fans did, despite blowing three
one-goal leads.
“I thought we stayed pretty evenkeel—it
was a tight one-goal game for
most of the game,” York said.
BU dealt the Eagles another knockout punch in this young season, but
whether it proves to be more than that
remains to be seen. ¦

Leary comes up big in sweep of Vermont, Northeastern

Men’s Hockey East Standings
Team

away. A reverse chip from Russell flew
past Settipane making it 3-2. The Eagles
did not give up and applied high pressure

Terriers knock out Eagles in Friday night fight

Boston University 5
Boston College
3
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2-4-3
4-4-0
3-5-0
0-7-1
3-5-0

19
The number of points Alex Carpenter has
via nine goals and 10 assists, which leads
the country.

the second period during the season so far,
faltered early. BC let up a goal and trailed for
the first time in conference play this season.
UVM’s lead did not last long, as Leary got the
Eagles going.
Leary got a pass from Kenzie Kent in the
offensive zoneona counter-attack. Leary was
able to get around Delia McNally with a quick
forehand-backhand deke, and got the puck
past Madison Litchfield.
Moments later, Leary cleaned up on a
rebound off Litchfield to give the Eagles the
two-goal lead. From that point on, Leary
said, the Eagles were back to playing “BC
hockey.” The Eagles would eventually go on
to win 4-2 and continue theunbeaten streak
to 10 games.
“I don’t think you ever really expect [to
have the unbeaten streak],” Crowley said after
the Northeastern game. “I think ourkids have
been playing really, really well." ¦

Quote of the Week
“They’ve changed how
we practice, they’ve
changed the mentality in which we play.
They’re the first guys
to talk up. They’re like
GA’s to me.”
Men’s basketball head
coach Jim Christian on
Aaron Brown and Dimitri
Batten

Monday, November 10, 2014

The

B3

Heights

To panic or not to panic, it’s your call

conference. True words right there—luck

head coach Jerry Yorl<, sometimes you need
a little puck luck. The Eagles are running
low on that.
Panic: Former BC captain Pat Mullane
had to wear a BU sweatshirt and hat, but
they didn’t burst into flames upon contact
with his skin. The end of days are near.
Nah: The last time BC lost its first game
against BU of the season, the Terriers ran
riot in a 5-0 massacre, so it can always be
worse. BC dropped the next meeting too, 53. Then the Eagles went on to win the next
two duels and the National Championship.

has proven to be a cruel mistress for BC so
far this year. BU scored a few Charmin-soft
goals last night, the kind of gifts the Eagles
just aren’t getting many of this year. Per BC

Connor Mellas is the Sports Editor for
The Heights. lie can be reached at
sports@bcheights.coin

sure, and lan McCoshen seems to spend

Panic: The Eagles’ power play looks just
about as broken as their footballbrethren’s
kicking game. BC is five for 39 on the
PP, which is bad. Really bad. There were
times on Friday night when it was easy to
forget BC was actually a man up —their
system looked that scrambled. It will turn
around—Greg Brown is too good a coach
for BC to sink in the power play mire all
year—but right now, woof.
Nah: Elis stat line isn’t as pretty as it
should be given how well he’s played, but
Thatcher Demko is doing some darn good
goaltending for the Eagles this year. Demko
looks confident and hulking in the net and
the only suspect part of his game so far
has been his puck handling. Demko faced
a series ofbreakaways on Friday night,
including two against the devil-in-red-andwhite / anointed Face Of American Hockey
(FOAH) Jack Eichel, and lived to tell the
tale. Demko’s the guy this year, but he needs

most of his time on the ice taking reckless
penalties. The defense just simply isn’t
as good as billed, right now. BC gives up

way too much space in its zone—see Evan
Rodrigues’ stroll through the middle of the
ice and subsequent goal. Somethings gotta
give.

Nah: “We got dirty goals tonight, and
you gotta get dirty goals,” said BU head
coach David Quinn in his postgame press

EMILY FAHEY / HEIGHTS EDITOR

Tyler Murphy played his worst gameof the season on Saturday, chucking four picks In the loss.

Game breakers bury BC
From Football, B

1

Santini is a terrible wound for BC, that’s for

1

From Hockey, B

The Eagles fought and found themselves
within the Louisville 5-yard line minutes
later. Now trailing 31-19, they were also in
four-down territory because of a missed extra point and a subsequent failed two-point
conversion. If there’s an area where BC can
match Louisville, it was here. Short yardage,
power football. But the Cardinals sniffed out
BC’s shovel pass on second down, blew up
Jon Hilliman behind the line of scrimmage
with a run blitz on third down, and forced a
wild, straight-out-of-Madden interception
from Murphy on fourth down.
“I felt good about us scoring there and
making it a 5-point game,” Addazio said,
before emphasizing Louisville’s quality. “We

more help.

Panic: For a team that was supposed
to be powered by the blue line, BC s

looked absolutely porous in its zone. After
a slow start to the year, captain Michael
Matheson played a sharp game against
BU, as didfreshman Noah Hanifin, despite
a misleading minus-four. Fosing Steve

EMILY FAHEY

/

HEIGHTS EDITOR

Thatcher Demko stoned phenom Jack Eichel multiple times before Eichel finally scored a tip in.

played a really good football team, I know
you guys know that, right? We played one
of the top three most talented teams in this
league.
“That was one of the elite teams in our
league, let’s not forget that.”
BC couldn’t execute when it had to,
and against Louisville, it really had to. The
Eagles can’t tap into their talentreserves for
big plays like Louisville can because those
reserves don’t exist.
When asked what he had in store for
his team’s upcoming bye week, Addazio
said “rest.” That may be true for his players.
But Addazio and his staff will watch the
Louisville game again and then go recruit,
searching for what would have made a difference on Saturday night. ¦

From special teams to the O-line, BC struggled all over the held
1

From Louisville, B

remaining factions of the student section

spilled for the exits, and those unwilling to
leave early wondered how things could get
any worse—after all, what’s more painful
than three momentum-killing picks? They
would only have to wait one possession to
find out. Murphy would throw his fourth
pick of the night on his last snap of the
game to finally seppuku the Eagles and
shore up the 38-19 loss less than three
minutes later.
“Today falls on me,” Murphy said after
the game. “Any time you have a quarterback
who throws four interceptions, you’re not
going to have a chance to win.”

The latter half of that statement is
definitely true, and Saturday night surely
marked Murphy’s worst game and poorest display of decision making so far this
season, but placing the blame solely on
Murphy’s shoulders for nearly four hours of
ACC torture would be shortsighted.
First of all, the only reason that he had
to throw thatball and BC needed to gofor it
on fourth and desperation was because BC’s
gothic nightmare of extra points continued
early in the night. Like Frankenstein’s monster rising from the mists of Chestnut Hill
to haunt Alumni again, Joey Launceford
doinkedhis point after attempt off the goal
post, ensuring BC’s streak ofpunch-drunkpeg-leg-baby-seal-esque kicking would

continue for at least another Saturday. Apparently giving up on the extra point overall, BC would go on to fail at a two-point
conversion following Bobby Wolford’s third
quarter touchdown.
Special teams disasters plagued BC all
night. Alex the-punting-god-among-men
Howell proved brilliant again and averaged
51.7 yards on three punts, but nearly had his
leg taken off when his punt was blocked after
an attempt to push for points before the half.
“Before the half I made the decision to
be more aggressive with 59 seconds left,
and obviously that was the wrong decision,”
Addazio said. “That’s directly on me.”
BC took costly penalties throughout the
game, and kudos to Louisville for doing its

homework—the Cardinals burst the Justin
Simmons bubble wide open, targeting his
side of the field with a cruel relentlessness.
BC’s third down defense struggled throughout the night—Louisville
converted six of
13 attempts, including some back-breaking
long ones.
“Don’t know,” answered a seething
Manny Asprilla when asked where it broke
down on third and long so many times.
On offense, BC failed to establish the
run and struggled on the line and with
quarterback protection. Sherman Alston
led the team with 43 yards off two carries,

and despite scoring twice, Hilliman picked
up a mere 42 yards on 17 attempts. Louisville took away the perimeter and loaded

up the inside, jamming BC up all night,
and Gerod Holliman ruled the air with
Spiderman hands.
Murphy might take the heat for this
one, but the Cardinals outmatched BC on
Saturday night in coaching, defense, special
teams, and offense. The Eagles came in
riding hot, but ultimately left with a cold
reminder that despite the huge gains over
the last two years, BC is not yet a premier
ACC program again.
“It starts with me it’s my responsibility,” Addazio said. “[I have to] make sure
I’m staying true to the beliefs that I have.
Make sure that we’re going to be able to run
that football. The way we want to run it. In
consistent fashion.” ¦

GAIN THE PROFESSIONAL ADVANTAGE

Professional Advantage Courses:

An Introduction to the Economics
and Finance of Energy
Fundamentals in Sports Business
Integrated Marketing and Public
Relations Strategies

Make the most of this winter break! The NYU School of Professional
Studies is offering college juniors and seniors, as well as recent college
graduates, the opportunity to gain valuable career development skills
and a view into professional practice.
Two-week, professionally oriented intensive programs allow you to
explore career options and to gain the competitive edge as you think
about your career path, apply to graduate school, or search for that
first job.

Application Deadline:
Domestic Students: December 15, 2014
International Students: November 15, 2014
For more info and/or to apply:
sps.nyu.edu/professionaladvantageacademyos
Program Contact
Phone: (212) 998-7188

In addition to rigorous work in the classroom during the day, several
evenings will be devoted specifically to your career development.
Career focused activities include attending networking events,
benefitting from employer site visits, and improving your interviewing
and resume-writing skills. You will learn to brand yourself personally
and professionally, while gaining valuable industry-based knowledge.

NYU

SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
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Workman leads Eagles on Senior Day
By

Alec

Greaney

For The Heights
While it was officially SeniorDay in Power Gym, it was unofficially Katty Workman
Day. The outside hitter, who came into yesterday’s match
Boston College 3
ranked seventh
Clemson
0
in the ACC with
3.39 kills per set, led all players with 12 kills
and led BC with 34 total attacks. The junior
also recorded 10 digs in the match, setting an
all-time Boston College record with her 38th
career double-double and helping BC (9-13)
sweep the Clemson Tigers (17-10).
“Katty has really worked hard in the last
two weeks to step up her game offensively,”
said head coach Chris Campbell. “She has
always been one of the hardest hitters in
the conference, and she has always had the
power to kill the ball. She is making such
great decisions now on when to rip on the
ball and when to move it to different parts
of the floor.”

The Eagles lookedfar stronger than their
9-13 record might suggest, firmly controlling

each set en route to their 3-0 win. All three
seniors started the match and highlighted

their own strengths throughout. Kellie Barnum led the game with 36 assists, advancing

her season total to 804, while Courtney
Castle had a team-high 18 digs on the day.
Lauren Fields totaled an impressive six digs
while playing in one rotation.
Campbell praised the trio’s efforts.
“Kellie, over the course of the season, has
continued to get better. That’s often tough to
do as a senior,” he said. “Courtney switched
positions and began playing libero this year.
That’s not an easy thing to do your senior
year, but she’s embraced the challenge of
it. Every time Lauren steps on the floor, she
brings a lift to the team. She’s been doing
fantastic back there for us, and she can be
an emotional charge when we most need
it. The three of them have been playing like
seniors, and to see them cap that tonight is
really rewarding for them.”
BC started off strong from the beginning,
keeping a lead of a few points as Clemson
continued to fight back. The Eagles eventually sparked a run, at one point holding a 10point lead. Although the squad allowed the
Tigers a run of their own on BC’s set point,
the Eagles cut the comeback short, winning
25-18 and taking a 1-0 lead in the match.
After falling behind for a couple points
early in the second set, BC regained its flow
and held the lead for the remainder of the
set. Although Clemson cut the deficit to one

several times, the Eagles always secured the
next point. BC made sure to minimize its
mistakes in this set, totaling just two attack
errors to Clemson’s eight.
The tune barely changed at all in the third
set, though BC did allow Clemson to tie the
game at 18. The Eagles took their second
and final timeout at this point, looking to
refocus for the final seven points. They did
just that, going on a 6-1 run to make the
score 24-19. Clemson would get one more
point in the match before BC finished out
the 3-0 sweep.
“It’s a good win,” Campbell said. “Clemson’s a great program. They pushed in every
set, as you expect a great team to do. But, we
were able to maintain our composure, and I
was really happy with that.”
This win marks BC’s first sweep in over a
month, when the team beat Syracuse 3-0, and
it improves BC’s record to 5-7 in the ACC.
Besides the seniors and Workman, Julia
Topor also had a strong match. She recorded
a double-double of her own, finishing with
11 kills and 10 digs. Barnum, Anna Skold,
and Kam McLain led the effort up front,
each recording at least four assisted blocks.
Meanwhile, the entire team’s effort led to a
sizable gap in attack percentage, with BC
finishing at .274 to Clemson’s .104. ¦

Team effort
pays off in
exhibition
By

“I feel like the offense was flowing pretty
good,” Hanlan said afterward. He noted the
contributions of center Dennis Clifford, who

BY MARLY MORGUS
ASSOC. SPORTS EDITOR

TENNIS
Jessica Wacnik’s winning streak ended on
Thursday morning when,
at the ITA/USTA National
Indoor Collegiate Championships, she fell to fellowACC participant
Stephanie Wagner of Miami. Wacnik stole
second—6-3, but Wagner
one set—the
took the first and the third by a score of
6-4 to eliminate Wacnik from the main
draw. Wagner went on to win her secondround match 6-2,6-2, then fell in the third
round. Wacnik also lost her first match in
the consolation bracket to Blair Shankle
of Baylor 4-6, 6-4, 7-5. Julie Elbaba, the
sixth seed out of the University ofVirginia,
won the championship, defeating Maegan
Manasse. ¦

By

Jack Stedman
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six assists.

ROUND UP
SAILING
This weekend, Erika
Reineke competed in the
ICSA Singlehanded Nationals, hosted by Western
Washington, where she
brought home the gold. Eighteen representatives from 18 different schools around
the country were in attendance, but
Reineke ended the day on top with a score
of 10 points, with the next closest competitor seven points behind her. The runnersup were Lindsey Baab from Brown, who
came in second, and Dana Rohde of the
Coast Guard Academy in third.
The championship was Reineke's third
straight, as she has dominated the field
since arriving at BC as a freshman in the
fall of 2012.-

Christian era opens on
right note with AIC win

Michael Sullivan

In order to entice fans to attend more ofthe
school’s games, the Boston College athletic department implemented the Gold Pass rewards
system this year.
Boston College 92 Even the chance
AIC
53
to earn points for
games like last Friday’s BC-BU hockey duel
cannot always convince students to brave the
cold October winds at the Newton Soccer
Field on a weekday, though, and forget about
any game not on the Gold Pass—for those,
BC can barely get more than a handful of
supporters.
The students who do come out for these
under-the radar-games can sometimes get a
sweet treat, however. And sweet it was for
the 300 or so fans in attendance watching the
BC men’s basketball team dominate the AIC
Yellow Jackets,92-53, in an exhibition game in
Conte Forum last Thursday evening.
In their first showing under new head
coach Jim Christian, the Eagles took over in
everyfacet of the game. Defensively, BC stifled
the Yellow Jackets’ attack, holding them to a
measly 29.1 field goal percentage. During the
first half, the Eagles completely shut down
AlC’s offense, allowing only 19 points from
six field goals on 28 shots. Freshman Idy Diallo shone in his collegiate debut by grabbing
eight rebounds—all defensive—in merely 14
minutes. Christian’s tight man-to-man defense
also forced 14 turnovers while not allowing
AIC star Marcus Porter to score on any of
his nine shots.
On the shooting side, the Eagles excelled.
Junior guard Olivier Hanlan picked up where
he left off last year, shooting 8-10 from the
field for 19 points in only 21 minutes. Forward
Aaron Brown showed off in his first official
action since transferring from Southern Mississippi, shooting 61.5 percent for a team-high
21 points. Senior guard Patrick Heckmann
also played a major role in the offensive dynamic, notching 14 points and a team leading
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Olivier Hanlan was eight-for-10 with 19 points in the Eagles' exhibition against AIC.
is finally healthy after two injury-plagued

seasons. “Having him on offensehelps whenever you can pass the ball down low and give
so having a true five down low
really helps us a lot.”
Christian seemed pleased with the way
his offense spread the ball around to each
player, as the Eagles had 22assists on only 34
baskets. “You know you’re playing the right
way,” Christian said. “That’s the goal.”
More than anything, though, this team
showed that its strength comes from its communication. While on defense, the Eagles
coordinated smoothly, shouting at each other
to pick up another’s man or to watch out for
the open guy on the three-point line. This
transitioned well to the offense, where each BC
player’s loud calls for the ball or when to set
a pick reverberated throughout Conte Forum
off the backs of the empty seats. Even from the
bench, the players vocalized well, cheering for
their teammates, warning them of incoming
defenders on theirblind sides, and so on.
Christian led this vocal charge, booming
out orders to his players while pacing back and
forth menacingly with an unwavering look of
contempt. The funny and personable man
vanished when toeing the sidelines, becoming
a drill sergeant with a firm resolve to achieve
perfection from his players. His assistants,
most notably Preston Murphy, captured
Christian’s enthusiasm by shouting their own
commands.
Despite Christian’s intimidating presence,

different cuts,

he sometimes took on the role of a compassionate instructor. When Diallo blew his
coverage and allowed an easy layup early in
the second half, Christian immediately called
a timeout—while
the other coaches gathered
the team in the huddle, he tookDiallo aside to
show him exactly where to place his hands to
best succeed for the next possession.
This mentality to constantly teach one
another has allowed team leaders to emerge
even when not on the court. Christian spoke
particularly highly ofBrown and fellow transfer Dimitri Batten. “They have changed how
we practice, they’ve changed the mentality in
which we play, they’re the first guys to talk up,
they’re like GAs to me,” he said.
Christian hesitated to say that this game
will provide an accurate indication of how BC
will play this year in an always-tough ACC,
given that AIC is a Division-II opponent. The
stats-minded coach set exact goals for his team
in turnovers, rebounds, and other categories.
“When you play exhibition games, you just
want to see if there’s carryover to what you’ve
been working on,” he said. “Some things I
thought we carried over very well, some things
we did not.”
No one can deny the strong sense of
camaraderie Christian has established. As
Heckmann said of his teammates, “We want to
play for each other.” Once the games officially
count, fans will see whether this team-centered attitude will translate to more wins for
the Eagles. ¦

Staff

Never get on the bad side of Jim Christian, because that stone-cold glare will
kill you.
Patrick Heckmann learned this the hard
way, as Christian stared him down after a
defensive mistake in Thursday night’s exhibition against American International.
As far as exhibition games go, this one
was pretty standard. ADI program played a
warm-up against a smaller D2 school—both
sides looked rusty and out-of-sync. But
shake off the dust, and more than a few key
things reveal themselves about Christian
and his team.
Defense is the backbone—this
much
was clear from the tip-off. The entire coaching staff was extremelyvocal on D, shouting
at the players to have proper stance and a
sense of urgency. While Olivier Hanlan
admitted they messed up on a fewrotations,
Christianfelt theyplayed verywell at times.
For the stretches that were bad, though,
Christian was quick to sub or call a timeout. As Christian roamed the sideline, he
let the offense take care of itself, but when
AIC exposed the Eagles, he would drop
his hands to his sides, shaking his head in
utter disappointment, and call to thebench
for a replacement. Play poor defense, and
you find yourselves at the receiving end of
Christian’s venomous stare.
Ifthere’s one thing Christian loves more
than defense, though, it’s statistics. In the
post-game presser, he cracked a quick joke
to lighten the mood, then jumped right
into scrutinizing the box score with an insatiable appetite for the finer details of the
game. He dove into defensive rebounding
percentage, pleased that his team beat its
goal of 76 percent of balls rebounded. He
was also disappointed in his team, though,
for only grabbing 10 offensive boards—two
fewer thanhe wanted—and onlyforcing 14
turnovers, six fewer than the goal.
Dennis Clifford is back. He put in a
fairly solid effort, scoring eight points and
grabbing seven rebounds, but in this case,
Christian has to put aside all the analytics
to understand the true impact of Clifford’s
return to the court. The presence of a
seven-footer is incomparable on both ends
of the ball, especially in BC’s help-defense

oriented style. Whether he was running
the court for a fast break bucket, knocking
down an elbow jumper, or out-muscling
three guys for the layup, Clifford looks to
be back to his old tricks. He looks pretty
damn good for a player who hasn’t played
in two years.
Heckmann is the player to watch this
year. Highly touted as a freshman, the German has had some ups and downs in the
last few seasons, but if the exhibiton was
any indication, he may just reach his true
potential in his final year. Heavily involved
on offense early on, Heckmann constantly
drove to the hoop with determination and
speed. Finishing the night with 14 points,
six assists, and five rebounds, Heckmann’s
all-around impact was a big bright spot
for the Eagles, and he looks to be finding a
consistency with his new coach.
In Christian’s early quest to rebuild this
program, Aaron Brown andDimitri Batten
prove to be experienced leaders. Brown
can flat-out ball, enough said. But more
importantly, he’s a leader. At the start of the
game, he high-fived every player and coach
on the bench to pump his teammates up
and make sure they were ready before he
took the court. Afterward, he told his all his
teammates to be in the gym for extra shots
during their off day. Fellow transfer Batten
brought high intensity and defense to the
game as well, and he drained a few threes
while he was at it.
At times, Idy Diallo looked like a freshman. At other times, Diallo looked half
man, half beast. Often out of position
or ambitiously looking for an alley-oop,
the towering freshman is still in need of
a lot of coaching. His potential, however,
is immense. Late in the second half, Alex
Dragicevich found Diallo down low, and
the monstrous power forward threw down
a huge slam, causing the bench to explode.
With early signs of Diallo’s brute strength
and raw ability, the IdyProject is going to be
fun to watch in the years to come.
The Christian era has arrived. While the
exhibition game shows promise, BC will not
know exactly how steady this ship is until
the season opener. As for now, the defensive
focus of this team appears to be a sturdy hull
going forward, and on Thursday, the team
showed the talent needed to navigate the
stormy seas of the ACC. ¦

No. 8 UNC outlasts BC, triumphs in three highly contested sets
By

Alex Stanley

Heights

Staff

A high UNC spike thundered into the
Boston College backcourt. Sol Calvete
twisted her body quickly, attempting to
control the hit
Boston College 0
in any wayposUNC
3
sible, but all she
could manage to do was hit it with her fist,
and the ball flew out of bounds.
The scoreboard flashed 25 points for
UNC, and just like that, the No. 8 Tar Heels
defeated the Eagles in three sets on Friday
night at the Power Gym.
The UNC strength, dynamism, height,
and concentration proved too much for BC
to handle—even though the Eagles began

each set looking sharp and strong. They
stuck with the Tar Heels, and even led for a
while, thanks in part to composed defense
and the heroics of Katty Workman. Workman posted six of the 16 total team kills in
the first set, and she even provided an ace.
Her hitting on the outside was too much for
the Tar Heels to handle, as BC led UNC for
a majority of the first half of this set.
“[Workman] workedreally hard thelast
two weeks on her decision-making attacking ... She did a really nice job of mixing up
her swings,” said head coach Chris Campbell. “She also touched a lot on the block,
did a good job there, and did a nice job on
the service line. She did an all around good
match, and we need that from her.”
With the set tied at 13, a net violation

on middle hitter Kam McLain began a poor
run for the Eagles.

Campbell called a timeout when the
score line reached 13-18, and despite a return to normal play, the Eagles were unable
to fill that five-point gap as the set ended

25-20 in favor of Carolina.
“We were capable of playing with them
for long stretches,” Campbell said. “What
shows up, as a general weakness, is we just
can’t concentrate for quite as long as they
can. So, there would be one play here or
there, that was an easy play to make, that we
would just space out on. And it would take
us three or four points to recover.”
This trend carried into the second set,
as BC held the advantage until point 12.
McLain and Julia Topor were integral to

the Eagles’ lead. McLain was a force in the
middle, having two block assists and one
solo block, while Topor had four kills.
After point 12, it was all UNC. Middle
hitters Paige Neuenfeldt, Victoria McPherson, and Hayley McCorkle provedtoo much
to handle for the Eagles. Among the three
of them, they recorded nine kills and six
assisted blocks.
The set ended with a McPherson blast
into the middle of the Eagle’s court, at
25-18.
Campbell noted the quality of the players on the Tar Heels side. “That’s how you
become a top-10 team,” he said. “You’ve got
lots ofweapons.”
Campbell said that their ability to create
non-scripted plays was one of the difference

makers in this match, as it threw the Eagles
off guard.
The third set saw the Eagles maintain
the highest hitting percentage that they had
all match, but they were unable to translate
that into a lead. BC trailed for the majority
of the set.
Workman, McLain, and Anna Skold
provided some valuable offense for the
Eagles, but UNC s attack continued to reign
supreme.
With the set at 19-23, UNC was bent
on winning. Topor and Skold had a series
of two strong blocks in a row, but they left
UNC unfazed, as UNC closed out that
point.

The match ended as it began,
Tar Heels winning 25-20. ¦
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At TIAA-CREF, we believe the less excitement you
find in your portfolio the better. When we invest,
we do it for the long term, steadily. 1 Our approach
works so well it earned us the Best Overall Large
Fund Company award two years in a row by the
independent research firm Upper.2
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TIAA.org or call 855 200-7243.

A A
UPPER

FUND AWARDS 2013
UNITED STATES

<p

UPPER

FUND AWARDS 2014
UNITED STATES
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Going abroad Taghian advocates for versatility of biology field
while abroad
WHO
By Kayla

Fernando

For The Heigh ts

As I write this, I am sitting on
my next semester roommate’s bed in
Vanderslice Hall (Vandy). Yes, I am
NOT in London—or
in another European city like I’m supposed to be—but
instead, I’m in Boston.
You may be thinking “WHAT is
this girl, who is meant to be studying abroad in London, doing back at
Boston College in the middle of the
semester?!”
This exact sentence is what a lot of
people yelled at me when they saw me
walking around campus or standing in
line waiting to get a wrap in Lower.
Therefore, you could think of this
as a public announcement for the BC
community to reveal why I’m currently eating some comforting mozzarella
sticks in my next semester’s housing.
I am an unusual study abroad student. For starters, I’m already studying
abroad at BC as an international student. My home is actually 7,000 miles
away from Boston, in the bustling city
of Dubai.
Coming to BC two years ago was
Step 1 in leaving my comfort zone and
moving to an entirely new city with a
different set of rules. Navigating the
ins and outs of an on-campus life took
all my energy and efforts—now, I can
successfully say that I found a home
away from home at BC (as cliche as
that sounds).
BC became such a dominant part
of my life that ever since I left campus
at the end of last semester on May
14th, I had been counting down days
until I got to visit it again. Since my
term in London started on Sept. 21,
I had a painfully long four-month
summer in which I was apart from
everything and everyone I loved so
dearly at BC. To say I was experiencing separation anxiety would perhaps
be an understatement —I was actually
experiencing severe withdrawal.
In addition to growing up outside
of India (my native country) in Dubai,
I have had the extreme privilege of
travelling to numerous countries with
my parents for various medical conferences and meetings.
A couple of summers ago, my sister
and I counted that as a family we have
visited over 48 countries! One of these
many countries has been the United
Kingdom, with approximately five
visits to London in the last 21 years.
These trips were all mostly touristy
ones, and as a result, most of central
London is quite familiar to me. This
fact ment that going to “study abroad”
in London had zero novelty for me.
(Note to the reader —in
case you’re
wondering, I chose to study at SOAS,
University of London purely for its incredibly diverse course selection that
will enrich my majors here at BC.)
Familiarity has both pros and cons,
as I had a head start on what it would
be like to live in London, as compared
to all the other study abroad students
at my college. It also made me stand
out like a black sheep as I was not
discovering anew city along with the
rest of them, however.
Acting as a tour guide for my new
friends was a great middle ground for
the first month, but after a while I began to feel sick of seeing the standard
London spots like the Big Ben, the
London Eye, the many street markets,
and so on.
Instead, I began to focus on living
like a proper university student and
felt much more content that way.
While the other study abroad students
were disappearing practically every
weekend to experience cities like
Paris, Barcelona, and Munich, I was
busy getting to know my flatmates and
experiencing the true student life.
I was effectively behaving like a
proper London student, which is a
whole new experience on its own.
Behaving like a foreign student in a
country other than my own is a practice with which I am fairly familiar,
however, and at the risk of sounding
pompous, it was a cakewalk for me in
London.
I am assuming that it is now
established that I am quite a strange
study abroad student who is “studying
abroad a second degree” in a city that
I have already explored many times
before. Hence, realising that I had two
weeks off in the middle of my semester abroad sparked one of the easiest
decisions I have ever had to make—l
decided to spend one week in each of
my homes, Dubai and Boston. This is
why I am here.

Aashini Shrivastav is a contributor

for The Heights. She can be reached
atfeatures@bcheights.com.

Danielle Taghian, a professor within
the biology department, has always
had a soft spot for the Red Line of the
MBTA.
“I like to think my whole life was
segmented into where I lived on the
Red Line,” she said. “I grew up at the
end of the Red Line at the Braintree
stop, I went to college at Tufts University at the Davis Square stop, I
went to graduate school at Harvard
in Cambridge, and I worked at Massachusetts General Hospital at the
MGH stop.”
Born and raised in nearby Braintree,
Mass., her upbringing and academic
career have been influenced by the city
of Boston and its surrounding areas.
While science had always been her
main focus in school, Taghian worked
to find avenues to pursue other interests.

Middle school was a formative time
for her, as it was at this time science
journals were publishing articles about
the development of new pharmaceutical “wonder drugs” manufactured to
combat various diseases.
Many of the influential articles she
had read were the results of the work
of researchers at Tufts University. It
was no wonder, then, that Taghian
pursued her undergraduate studies
at the same institution, receiving a
double major in biology and English
and successfully balancing her love
of science with her interest in the
humanities.
Taghian credits her parents for
instilling a work ethic in her that has
carried her through life. Growing up
in a large family to Italian immigrant
parents, who were not able to finish
their own education, gave her the competitive edge to succeed.
“It was something that was understood,” she said. “If you were going to
do something, you were going to work
hard at it.”
This gave her the momentum to go
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Double-majored in
English and biology at Tufts University
and has a Ph. D. in public health from
Harvard.
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directly into a Ph.D. program at the
Harvard School of Public Health for
cancer research following her undergraduate years at Tufts.
Taghian had initially seen herself
as a researcher, but it was working at
Massachusetts General Hospital that
led to her serendipitous introduction
to Boston College.
Molecular biology, a developing
field at the time, was naturally appealing to Taghian as she researched DNA
repair mechanisms and different radiation treatments for cancer.
Traditionally, diseases had only been
researched at the cellular level —by
delving deeper into the cell, scientists
discovered that it was possible to treat
diseases on a molecular basis. Treating diseases at their molecular core
changed the way research was conducted as a whole, as it provided new
perspectives on disease.
The demanding lifestyle of a researcher proved to be too much for
Taghian, however, as personal commitments made balancing her time at
home and at work more difficult. A
coworker who had received her Ph.D.
from BC recommended that she take
up a position working part-time in a
lab at the University. Taghian accepted
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Taghian has lived or worked
near major stops on the Red Line and
considers those places landmarks in
her life.
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and eventually began to teach several
labs. It was then that she found her true
calling for teaching.
“I knew that teaching was something
that would mesh well with my personality,” she said. “It didn’t happen in a
straightforward way, but I’m so glad
that it happened.”
Looking back, Taghian realized the
added benefits of being a teacher.
“If you are responsible for teaching, you can also do a lot of mentoring
and advising,” she said. “You can give
[the students] your suggestions and
open their minds. In the end, they will
find the affinity for what they’re really
interested in.”
She advocates for the biology department and the versatility of studying in a field that is constantly on the
vanguard of discovery.
“There are so many ways you can
take the biology major and progress
into different fields,” she said. “This
major encompasses an unbelievable
number of careers and gives you the
foundation to further your education.”
She encourages other students to
take advantage of their time at BC
to pursue other passions, drawing
inspiration from her own college ex-

penences.
“You think you have all the time
in the world when you’re in college,
but that time can evaporate quickly,”
she said. “I don’t think there’s another
time in your life where you’re going to
be [exposed to] such a wide breadth
of classes.”
Taghian is optimistic for the future
of biology and predicts future progress
in research and development in the
health field.
“I think about our genome and what
we know about it,” she said. “Even
though we have it sequenced now,
we probably only know the tip of the
iceberg. There are going to be new
discoveries all the time.”
Taghian also believes that the student body has the potential to seek and
find the answers to global issues.
“I think it’s clear that I love what I
do, and I love being here at BC,” she
said. “The student body is outstanding here. The interactions I have with
students are among the highlights of
my day.
“Every year I see anew population
of wonderfully bright students, and it
gives me so much faith in the future of
the world. I see the beginnings of the
solutions in the student body.” ¦

BCollective gears up for premieres in MFA film series
From BCollective, B
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debut its works at an MFA exhibition
productions created
by BCollective between now and the
end of spring will then be presented
to a third party of museum-goers, who
will double as film critics. The group
is hoping to have roughly 45 minutes
of film split between several shorts to
exhibit at the MFA.
The opportunity is imposing, and
every mention of the prospect of the
premiere prompted a mix of determination and apprehensionbetween them.
“It’s nerve-wracking,” Olander remarked, glancing at Grunbeck, who
silently affirmed the sentiment. Classroom scrutiny is ample cause for trepiin late spring. The

group, trying to understand the person’s
original intentions while still trying to
make it better.
BCollective has enlisted the help of
one faculty member who has given the
group an ultimate goal and potential defining moment. Carter Long, a professor
in the film studies department, doubles
as the film curator for the Museum of
Fine Arts in Boston (MFA).
“Google him, he’s incredible,” Grunbeck said.
Supporting students through providing informal mentorship, Long has
given BCollective the opportunity to

dation, but public scrutiny raises these
fears to anew level.
The group takes heart, however.
“Knowing your story is going to be
screened at the MFA is something that
will ultimately really drive people,”
Olander said, believing in the group’s
ability to draw encouragement from the

opportunity.
The group’s ability to navigate the
early stages of screenwriting and role
casting lends further encouragement
to their goals.
Several months into its foundation,
the group still encourages the prospect
of new talent for the task.
“If you want to put in the time corn-

mitment, we’re willing to have you on
board,” Olander said.
“There’s definitely people who are
interested, but we may not have been
able to get ahold 0f... We’d love to have
more help, it’s a huge undertaking,”
Grunebeck said.
For the members of BCollective, the
arrival of spring at BC will be colored
with the anxieties of their impending
deadline.
But for now, its members are steady
at work, applying their various talents
to meet their own expectations of the
premiere. Their first production has entered its filming stages, and the group is
well underway to achieving its goal. ¦

CLUB SERIES
FEATURING BC’S STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
BC Baking Club cooks up dorm-friendly treats in events, collaborations
By Kathryn

Sewall

For The Heights
The Boston College Baking
Club is anew club on campus this
year that has garnered a surprising
amount interest from students.
The club was founded by a
group of students who believed
that there was nothing else like it
on campus, who knew that the potential interest level would be high,
and who felt that campus needed
something fun and different.
The group had 550 sign-ups at
the Student Involvement Fair in
September and currently has approximately 350 actively involved
students on its listserv.
“Our goal with the club is to
hold events where students have
a chance to take a break from
work and either participate in the
preparing and baking of food, or
just come to hang out and spend
time with friends while listening
to music and eating delicious desserts,” said Courtney Roggekamp,
BC Baking Club president and
CSOM ’l7.
The BC Baking Club differentiates itself from other clubs on

campus through the casual social
atmosphere it provides for its
members.
“I love dessert and I love to
bake, and my favorite experience
with the BC Baking Club so far has
been meeting people and spending time with people,” Roggekamp
said.
Many members of the club
already enjoy baking as a hobby,
and the club gives members an
opportunity to share a common
experiencewith others.
Club leaders emphasize that
members are not required to bake
in order to come to meetings or
events and are welcome to just
come socialize and try new desserts.

However, members are able to
participate in a variety of roles in
the club, such as baking, prepar-

ing and organizing events, socializing, teaching recipes and skills,
facilitating community outreach,
and even just eating what other
members have baked to share.
This semester the BC Baking
Club has had two major events.
One was a co-hosted open mic
event with BC Wishmakers and

BC Slam!, where members of the
Baking Club were in charge of
making pancakes for the event’s
attendees.
The other event featured a “no
bake” recipe and took place a few
weeks ago.
“We’ve had one ‘no bake event’
where members were invited to
stop by and make their own puppy
chow [a treat made of Chex rice
cereal squares, melted chocolate,
peanut butter, and powdered sugar]
and caramel apples,” Roggenkamp
said. “We were excited to have
around 50 to 60 members come to
the event.”
The group is event-centered,
with one event happening every
few months so far.
Club leaders are certain that
once they are able to secure a
permanent spot to meet and have
more ovens to bake their goods in
that they will be able to have more

regular meetings.
“Right now, we bake at the
Shaw House and in [upperclassmen] members’ personal kitchens,
but we are hopeful to find a more
permanent solution,” Roggenkamp
said.

“We’ve run into some problems
regarding a permanent location
because there currently aren’t ovens we can use with a large enough
space for more than a few members
to participate in. Thus, we are doing what we can for now until this
problem is solved.”
Its members believe that the
BC Baking Club has a promising
future, and the sophomore student leaders have many long-term
ideas and goals for the future of
the club.
“We have a bunch of different ideas we’d like to pursue, but
some of them just aren’t plausible yet with the oven situation,”
Roggekamp said.
Potential ideas for the future
include a holiday cookie swap, a
bake-off event with two teams and
judges modeled after the television show Cupcake Wars on TLC,
a culture event where students
would bake desserts from different cultures and share them with
the group, and having individual
members teach the group how to
make a specific recipe or how to
do a specific skill, such as cake
decorating. ¦
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GREEK LIFE AT BOSTON COLLEGE

support. It was very emotional.”
The BC Slam! community also fosters the growing talents of its members,
as both Labrecque and Imahiyerobo
agree that other members inspire them
to write better poems.
They pride themselves on peer support and on their goal of seeking social
justice, in line with previous generations of slam poetry performers.
This semester marks the first for
the organization. Previously, hip hop
and slam poetry culture were not
present on BC’s campus, according to

Imahiyerobo.
“We saw the need for such a community,” he said. “Immediately, there was an
excitement around campus.”
BC Slam! has already hosted two
successful openmic nights this semester,
where students were invited to share
their original poetry with an audience
outside of the club.
One such event was a fundraiser
called Pancakes and Poetry. It was held
in Fulton 511 in collaboration with the
BC Baking Club and BC’s chapter of
Wishmakers on Campus, which collected money for cancer research.
“It had a better showing than that
for classes held in that room,” Imahiyerobo said.
The event’s distinguishing factor was
its theme, “You Do You.”
To go with this theme, students
used their poetry to express their own
perceptions of life and what they saw as
their prospects for the future.
One poem, about a student who had
spent time in India, told a story about
poverty in the streets that focused on
a child was who was teeming with joy
simply because he had just found water
to drink.
Labrecque described a great poem
as one that “makes me feel something,”
and Imahiyerobo said that the telling
sign of a true artist is one who says
something everyone already knows in
a different way that touches them all
over again.
While the slam poetry scene is
only just beginning to grow at BC,
club members are already looking to
branch out.
The club’s leaders revel at the prospect of fulfilling their long-term vision:
expanding beyond the friendly confines
of Chestnut Hill.
They hope to create a network similar to that of the club sport teams on
campus by assembling a team of their
own that represents BC at different
competitions in the Boston area.
For now, BC Slami’s main goal is to
foster creativity and organic expression on campus and possibly serving
as a catalyst for many other creative
processes.
Its mix of the written word and performance art, combined with its often
social justice-focused agenda, makes
BC Slam! a unique campus organization, and its members are poised to
make themselves stand out both at the
University and beyond it. ¦

Greek life has been a part of BC’s campus before, but
the tradition seems unlikely to make a resurgence
By Crystal

Samantha Costanzo

Chon

For The Heights

Although presently there seems to be no real push for
the implementation of a Greek life on campus, fraternities
like Alpha Sigma Nu seems to have once at least somewhat
dominated the social and academic scene at Boston College. Beginning in 1939 when the first Honor Fraternity
was established, the existence and idea of fraternities have
struggled and evolved throughout the years.
At present, BC exists as a Jesuit institution that does
not officially recognize any fraternities or sororities that
constitute the idea of Greek life. Although this distinguishes BC from hundreds of colleges throughout America
that do promote the Greek system, it is a decision that was
eventually made, in part, due to practicality as well as to
stay in line with to the Jesuit ideology.
At the time that Alpha Sigma Nu was founded at BC in
March 1939, it was at that time “represented by chapters
in more than twenty-five colleges throughout the nation”
according to an article from the March 24, 1939 issue of
The Heights. This same article outlined the requirements
to be selected as one of the few honorary members, including academic excellence as well as embodying what
it meant to be of Jesuit education. Upon being initiated,
such members would also be “awarded charms significant of the great honor conferred upon them,” and their
membership was one that would “hereafter be the highest
honor a Boston College man can attain and will be the
goal of every student.”
The emergence of new fraternities over the years is
made clear from articles published in issues up to 1980
in The Heights. Many fraternities, including Delta Sigma
Pi and Alpha Kappa Psi, were geared toward business and
marketing, and limited their memberships by major study.
“Only those majoring in Accounting, Economics, Finance,
Management, and Marketing” were eligible according, to
the Dec. 9, 1955 issue.
These business fraternities persisted over the years and
are depicted to seem more in tune with today’s preconceived notion of Greek Life with detailed descriptions of
their hazing processes for the new pledges. Some of the
pledges’ “assignments” included “[measuring] the temperature of the ice in the hockey rink
[collecting] empty
cigarette packages [writing] five hundred word essays on
how to change a baby, and [conducting] elaborate burial
...

...

ceremonies for dead flies.” Despite such ridiculous antics,
though, the then president of Delta Sigma Pi made clear
their true purpose was to “foster the study of business, to
encourage scholarship and social activity among students
of commerce, and to further a higher standard of ethics
and culture in the commercial world.”
Evident from claims made in the March 17, 1980 issue
of The Heights, though, the dominance ofbusiness fraternities at BC seemed to have diminished over the years and
other fraternities still existing appeared to be under scrutiny for reasons involving racial concerns and disturbance
complaints. This led to an administration meeting with
representatives from the all-black membership fraternities
in order to attempt to combat some of the myths surrounding fraternities and the pressing issues that that had been
brought up by other residents on campus.
In 1986 fraternities or Greek life at BC was no longer
present. This is implied from an article on April 7, 1986
from The Heights that advocated off-campus fraternities
in response to the lack of Greek life on campus. This issue is brought up multiple times, as seen in issues from
Nov. 10, 1986 as well. Both times the advocates had been
UGBC presidents arguing on the stance of “enhancing
the social experience at BC.” Such arguments did not
seem to convince the then Dean for student development,
Robert Sherwood, though, as he ultimately “rejected the
coalition’s plea for officialrecognition.”
Although unofficial BC fraternities have been founded,
most recently in 2013, according to the March 25, 2013
issue of The Heights, it does not seem likely for Greek life
to be present on BC’s campus anytime in the near future.
The majority of students seem to have agreed with this
notion for quite some time, though, as Rev. William B.
Neenan, S.J., stated in an article published on Sept. 8,
1999 that the lack of Greek ife is actually beneficial since
“it doesn’t generate cliques or blackball students, but
allows students to move broadly throughout different
groups of people.”
Contrary to what might have been established in the
history of BC, it is quite clear that the Greek system is
not something that BC, as a Jesuit institution, will be
pursuing in the future. “The inherently exclusive nature
of Greek life means that it is unlikely that the University
will ever officially recognize fraternities and sororities,”
then-Dean of Students Paul Chebator said in the March
25, 2013 issue. ¦

Love Your Body Week celebrates it 10thinstallment
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From Love Your Body Week, B
Professor Bonnie Rudner of the English
department will lead the discussion of
Disney and the messages these movies
convey about body image and gender.
The second event of the day, cosponsored by the Women and Gender
Studies program and led by Denean
Sharpley-Whiting, a professor ofAfrican
American and African Diaspora Studies
and French at Vanderbilt, seeks to open a
dialogue about the black female body and
sexual politics, and how these intertwine,
according to McGrath.
On Tuesday there will also be two
events. The first, “Check YourselfBefore
You Wreck Yourself,” is a male-oriented
event and explores how today’s culture is
preventing young men from developing
into their authentic selves.
This event will be co-sponsored by
the SANKOFA Feadership Program,
ManUP, Freshman, League, DIOP, and
Sexual Chocolate. Later that evening
Alexis Jones, founder of I Am That Girl,
will come to campus to speak, an event
co-sponsored by UGBC, lATG, and
Women in Business. I Am That Girl is
an organization that seeks to help girls
express who they are, and learn how to
be loved and love themselves.
Wednesday night YouTube performer
Lily Myers will be performing her most
famous poem, “Shrinking Women,” as
well as some of her other works.
“The poem explores how women are
encouraged to take up so little space,
literally and figuratively,” McGrath said.

There will also be an open mic for other
BC students to perform.
Thursday’s event is “Embjrace]: Challenging Standards of Beauty at BC and
Beyond.” Co-sponsored by FACES, this
event will host a panel of BC students.
“This event will talk about the ideals of
beauty at BC, particularly how body
image intersects with race and how that
affects a student’s experience as a BC
student,” McGrath said.
Friday will have two events as well.
The first, co-sponsored by BCRec, will
be a yoga class. This will not be unlike
a normal yoga class, but will emphasize
mindfulness and relaxation.
“This will be an opportunity for
students to have a constructive exercise
session,” McGrath said. “It will be an
opportunity to exercise because you love
your body instead of hating your body,
which is a key distinction.”
The closing event for the weekwill be
a performance of The Good Body, a play
written by Eve Ensler. Tine Good Body
explores Ensler’s “journey with body
image and the pressures that women all
around the world feel,” said the director,
Samantha Gordon, who is a resident
director in CLXF.
This performance is Brechtian theatre, or a type of theatre. “It tries to get
people to do something, to move people
to advocate for change,” Gordon said.
Each rehearsal begins with a discussion about important topics—such
as
beauty, love, or body image—before
delving into the actual performance.
“The actresses are from all grades and

are incredibly beautiful, smart, and
intelligent women who are open and

honest about their hopes and dreams,”
Gordon said.
Most importantly, Gordon hopes
that this performance will push students
to change the way they perceive body
image and rise above the pressures that
they feel.
“These women have taught me not to
assume anything about anyone regardless of how they present themselves,”
Gordon said. “They have shown me a
lot ofwhat’s beautiful about the students

at BC.”

Despite the decade-long history of
LYBW and the variety of events, the
focus of the week has remained conpresent BC students with
sistent —to
the opportunity to work on developing
healthy relationships with their bodies
and to further their education about issues that face women and men today.
“The key goal of this week is to have
an opportunity for critical dialogue,”
McGrath said. “And to provide a space
to discuss how we can constructively
move forward.” ¦
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Last year’s “Beauty: The Real Beast” featured Bonnie Rudner, an English professor.

I don’t talk about my body because
I don’t want to sound like I’m trying to

get attention. I don’t say “tits” because
it’s just too harsh of a word for me. I
don’t talk about sex because, well, I’m
just not supposed to.

Next week, though, I’m breaking
out of the old comfort zone and doing

all of those things. I’m going to be in
Tl-ie Good Body, a set of monologues
written by Eve Ensler of Vagina Monologues fame.
The staged reading that about a
dozen girls and I are going to put on
caps off Love Your Body Week, one of
the Women’s Center’s many awareness initiatives of the year. The point
is to get people—men and women —to
consider the way they think about their
bodies, why they think about them like
that, and how to change their attitudes
so that every person loves the body he
or she has.
I thought The Good Body would be
a safe bet. It’s about body image and
self worth, not sexual awakenings and
vaginas. Right? Well, not quite. This is
Eve Ensler we’re talking about, after all.
So I tried out, even though I had
no clue what I was doing, because I
wanted to try something different. I
wanted to shake up my life a little bit.
To my infinite surprise, I got a
part —I’m
apparently not a bad actress.
And I’m told I can do a mean Italian
accent.

One of the things that’s so great
about doing this show is that it gives
us performers, and by extension the
audience, a way to talk about issues
and ideas that we wouldn’t normally
feel comfortable discussing. We have
the play as an excuse, in some way —I
didn’t say I hated my stomach, Eve
did. I never said I gave up eating bread
because I think I’m fat, that’s just the
character I’m playing.
But we also have the play as a
starting point. Ok, so you didn’t say it.
Eve did. But haven’t we all thought it
before? Can we at least admit that?
Most of the characters consider
their bodies flawed, and they get a
sort ofrelief out of being able to talk
to someone —to
the audience—about
their issues with body image. And it’s
cathartic for the audience too, or at
least, I hope it will be, because it’s all
so familiar. We enact it all the time. I
hate my insert-body-part-here. I wish
I could cover up my whatever. Won’t
it be nice to see that no one’s alone in
their dissatisfaction?
There’s another type of character,
though, that I found refreshing in my
first read-through of the play. It’s the
girl who’s totally okay with her body.
The one who loves food too much to
diet, the one who’s realized that her
plumpness is just part of her, the one
who discovers that the less she worries
about her body, the more it starts to
look the way she wants.
When everyone else is bashing their
bodies, it’s hard to speak up and say, “I
like myself just the way I am, flaws and
all.” It can come off as overcompensation, or even as being a show off. It’s
almost socially unacceptable to not see
your body as a disaster, much less say
it aloud.
That’s why I like this play. It gives
people who constantly worry about
their bodies a way to feel less ashamed
of our insecurities because, look, here
are half a dozen other people who are
equally worried. It also gives people
who are confident in themselves a
chance to speak up without fear of
being misinterpreted. It’s okay to be a
little insecure, but it’s also ok to own
it. Flaunt it. Don’t they say to use what
your mama gave you, or something like
that?
It’s clear that by the end of this play,
Ensler hopes that everyone will come
to appreciate his or her body for what
it is, without comparing it to everyone
else’s figure. While it can take a long
time to get there—she certainly goes
to great lengths to convince herself to
love her body—there’s no shame in
talking about the journey, no matter
where you are on it.
So come see us. Listen to us talk
about all sorts of uncomfortable things.
Hopefully, when the lights go up, you’ll
be a little more able to talk and listen
about those same things.

Samantha Costanzo is the Assistan t
Features Editorfor The Heights. She can
be reached atfeatures@bcheights.com.
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Slam poets
find a place
on campus
By

Juan Olavarria

For The Heights

Nowadays, conversations often
do not contain more than simple,
scattered text messages riddled with
emojis. The interpersonal connections
many take for granted have begun
withering away rapidly.
Daniel DeLeon, A&S T5, and Haley
Kerr, A&S ’l7, co-presidents of BC
Slam! —Boston College’s student organization for the development and performance of spoken-word poetry —recognized this trend and decided to embark
on a j ourney, along with the other initial
members, to create a space dedicated
to the expansion and proliferation of
slam poetry.
The art of spoken-word poetry
dates back several centuries, where
the Greeks embedded it as an element
in the ceremonies of the Olympic
games.
Since those early performances, the
art form underwent a meteoric rise to
prominence beginning in the Harlem
Renaissance. Langston Hughes, was
one of its first major proponents, and
the style was also explored by Martin
Luther King Jr. in his “I Have a Dream”
speech before reaching its contemporary form.
Spoken-word serves as a continuation of the rich tradition of literature,
musical expression, and interaction of
African American culture, with performances focusing on the aesthetics
of word play and storytelling. Artists
employ an arsenal of varying tone,
changing facial expressions, gestures,
rhyme, repetition, music, and improvisation, changing a poem from something that is simply read to a written
work that must be experienced to be
fully understood.
Those familiar with the genre
agree that no one correct or acceptable style of performance prevails.
Instead, individuality and innovation
are encouraged. The infinite variations
each performer can parlay into his or
her rendition of their poems elevate
the practice to a truly organic experience of pure emotion and sensory
stimulation.
“It’s a profound medium of expression,” said Daniel Imahiyerobo, A&S T
and current member of BC Slam! “Life
is happening. This art serves as a diary
to me
I explore things I saw that did
not seem right.”
The genuine expressionof emotions
and opinions through myriad styles
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McGrath, CSOM T6, will serve as the first point
person and co-director of the event with Grace
Na, A&S T6, who is the second point person.
“The event is the effort of the whole staff,”
McGrath said.
In 1973, just three years after Boston College
began accepting women into its undergraduate
programs, the Women’s Resource Center (WRC)
was established. Located in McElroy 122, the
WRC served as a centralized information hub
for women on campus. The WRC, as reported
by The Heights in 1971, was there “anytime for
any woman.”
In the following decades, the WRC was instrumental in the furthering of women at BC.
Since 1973, with help from the WRC and other
organizations on campus, many programs have
been implemented on behalf of the women at BC,
including the introduction ofC.A.R.E Week and
bystander training, the women’s studies minor,
and the establishment of the Women’s Issue vice
president position in the Undergraduate Government of Boston College (UGBC).
The positive changes that have happened
on campus are mirrored in the WRC, its ad-
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¦

“ heck Yourself Before
C
You Wreck Yourself”
Faculty Dining Room
5 p.m.
“Shrinking Women”
Cushing 001

7:30 p.m.

“Emb(race) Your Body”

a

Gasson 205
6 p.m.

The Good Body’
Devlin 008

BCollective connects student filmmakers, resources
By

Airen

Surzyn

For The Heigh ts
“Favorite director?”
“David Lynch,” Erin Grunbeck,
CSOM 'l6, spoke up without hesita-

tion.
Emily Olander, CSOM ’l6, replied
with cold eyes.
Disagreement hung in the air and a
heated exchange followed.
Different opinions, but common
passions. Something a third party can
appreciate from a distance.
Emily Sadeghian, A&S ’l6, Olander,
and Grunbeck formed BCollective, an
on-campus film-making group, this past
September with the intent of acting on
those common passions.
When the classroom did not satisfy,
independent film projects became their
natural recourse.
“The issue with our assignments is
that they’re very constrained,” Grunbeck said. “With every piece we put out,

it was dictated by a professor, and you
make it under the presumption of pleasing that professor. We felt like we really
wanted to break that bubble.”
BCollective is meant to allow its
members creative freedom of expression that may not be as endemic to the
classroom.
The club has since written and voted
on scripts, held auditions, and filmed
independent of the curriculum.
Since the group’s inception earlier this year, Olander, Sadeghian, and
Grunbeck have been hard at work recruiting other students to their cause,
assembling a multi-talented group of
students who specialize in everything
from scriptwriting, to technical production work, music, and of course,
acting.
BCollective also intends to extend
its membership beyond students of the
Boston College film department.
“We started brainstorming how we
could expand it and make it more of a

collaborative effort around campus,”
Grunbeck said. “We wanted to tap into
the different arts on campus, like the
radio kids for music, the theatre kids for
acting, and others for sound design.”
BCollective has grown to an operating size of around 30 students from
various backgrounds and interests.
Even for students who aren’t pursuing their artistic passions full-time
through their majors, BCollective offers
an outlet for their expression.
Olander and Grunbeck themselves
are students of the Carroll School of
Management who pursue their passions through minors in the film studies

department.
“We wanted to contribute to a comit’s intermunity of arts here at BC
esting to see what everyone can bring
to the table,” Olander said, referring to
the variety of students participating in
the group. “People’s minds work really
differently when you ask them to be
creative, all of that comes out.
...

“We try to be as democratic as poswe wanted to make everyone
[have] an equal stake in the club,”
Olander said regarding the group’s
organization. “Hence the name ‘Collective’
it’s been a really nice, supportive
environment thus far.”
“It’s not one person’s ‘thing,’” Olander said. “We didn’t want there to be
egos involved we don’t give ourselves
any more power than anyone else in the
club. It’s more just logistical things.”
Such a group requires everybody
to wear many hats during the various
stages of production.
The same person who wrote the
script may end up holding the boommic as needed.
The three founders try to remain
the organizational leads rather than the
aesthetic dictators of the group.
The goal of which is the main driving
force behind thecollective nature of the
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See BCollective, B
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That Matter”
/IcGuinn 121
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Berent Labrecque, member and
A&S T5, recounted a moment that he
believes is indicative of the close-knit
community found not only in the BC
Slam! circle, but also in the entire spoken-word realm.
“One day anew member brought
in a poem, she said, 'I have something
I can only share with you guys,”’ Labrecque said. “As soon as she began
all sensed
speaking—performing—we
the atmosphere in the room changing. She brought something very raw
and real.
“When she finished, we all just sat
there in awe. It was such a special moment and she received so much love and

The mission of the Center today is to “cultivate
a campus culture that fosters the advancement
of women and inspires all students to discover
and embrace their full potential.”
McGrath, an undergraduate staff member
of the WC said that this name change conveys
that the organization is doing proactive work to
help combat the various issues women face in
society today.
“The Center has discussion groups and meetings to be proactive and combat the problems in
advance,” McGrath said.
In conjunction with its mission statement, the
WC envisions a campus free of sexual violence
and works to empower female and male students
to build a network of faculty, staff, and alumni
mentors, and to be a place that is accessible for
all members of the BC community.
To achieve these goals, the WC implements
many programs, such as discussion groups like
Think Tank, residential hall talks, a mentoring
program called BC DUO, C.A.R.E. week, and the
upcoming LYBW.
The week-long event will kick off on Monday
with two events: “Can’t ‘Let It Go’: Frozen in the
Disney Beauty Myth, and “Bodies that Matter.”
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has recently changed their name

to the Boston College Women’s Center (WC).

Begun in 2004, Love Your Body Week (LYBW)

and techniques characteristic of a slam
poetry event shines a light on human
vulnerability, creating an exciting and

to a group.

ministration

is in its 10th year at Boston College. Maureen

...

impactful atmosphere.
Many performers take the opportunity to share the struggles they encounter during their everyday lives and
to express opinions and emotions that
otherwise would be silenced, according
to Imahiyerobo, who said he is simply
hoping to impact the perceptions of
those listening to his poetry.
“All the glitz and glamour the media
portrays is not an accurate representation of society,” he said. “We attempt
to show that which is swept under the
rug.”
In this setting, a community grows
based on empathy. By sharing deep
personal struggles, often rooted in
their psyche, the performers feel not
only a state of catharsis in sharing their
thoughs, but also a feeling of belonging

Julia Bogiages
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