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The men’s basketball program is getting back to the basics this season under new
head coach Jim Christian. Check out The Heights' Basketball Preview, Cl

CHANGES NAME TO BCEMS

EAGLE EMS

Nathan McGuire

AssL. News Editor

Recognized student groups will not
be required to pay a surcharge fee to
the Department of Event Management
(EM) for use of EM services, according
to two UGBC senators. EM had planned
to implement a 10 to 20 percent charge
by the start of 2015, they said, but will
now waive student groups after UGBC
took up the issue as a central lobbying
point over the past few months.
EM, known as the Bureau of Conferences prior to this academic year,
decided last year that it would require
student groups to pay a surcharge
somewhere between 10 and 20 percent
on services such as catering needs,
booking rooms, setting up tents, and
aiding in other logistical purposes. It
was set to take effect at the beginning
of the new semester, but throughout
this semester EM added—and
then
subtracted—a
fee equal to 20 percent
of the price of the service to the bills
it sent to student groups who used EM
services, so as to prepare the groups for
how the fee would affect them in the
following semester, according to Matt
Lavelle, UGBC senator, chairman of the
Student Assembly’s Finance Committee, and A&S ’l5.
Following their election last spring,
Nanci Fiore-Chettiar, UGBC president
and A&S ’l5, and Chris Marchese, vice
president and A&S ’l5, learned EM
was considering implementing the surcharge, according to Marchese. FioreChettiar’s administration wanted to
fight it. At a meeting with the Board of
Trustees of Boston College, Fiore-Chettiar and Marchese brought up the issue
and stressed the possible negative ef-
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Connor Farley

News Editor

During the last Friday of October, a handful of
students suited up in something other than a costume —a
dark blue uniform outfitted with medical
supplies and a radio—as they do for every weekend
shift. The members of Eagle Emergency Medical
Services (EEMS) were preparing for the Halloween
weekend.
The University’s student-run campus EMS
provider originated in 1997 as a small ensemble of
undergraduates equipped with only a few emergency
medical supplies, and the organization has since
grown to include an expansive network of medical
services, educational classes, and its own emergency
response, non-transporting ambulance, along with

over 100 staffing members and around 20 executive

over the area.

officers and coordinators.
Beginning Nov. 9, as part of the organization’s
continued expansion, EEMS will officially change

“We have much more exposure and we thought
the name Boston College EMS better clarifies who
we are now in 2014,” Dißlasi said. “It associates
us more heavily with the University —I
think it
represents a higher level of professionalism from
the organization. So, Eagle EMS sort of sounds
like a club, but Boston College EMS sounds like an
organization.”
Dißlasi also noted that she hopes the shift will
help generate clarity and name recognition among
hiring managers and admission counselors in the
event that future BCEMS members apply for career
positions beyond their time at BC.
Among other changes, the organization’s

shift that EEMS president
A&S ’l5, said marks a necessary

its name to BCEMS —a
Kristen Dißlasi,

update to the identity of BC’s student-volunteer
emergency medical service.
“Obviously the name ‘Eagles’ is super important
in the hearts of BC students, but one things that’s

changed since 1997 is that we interact with a lot
more outside agencies than we did back then,” she
said. “So, once upon a time, we interacted with
[BCPD], and maybe we would work with Armstrong,
but now we could be seeing anyone from Boston
EMS, to [Newton EMS] Cataldo, to various different
paramedics and police agencies who come from all

See BCEMS, A3

See Surcharge, A3

Students seek climate justice on campus
By

Connor Farley

members discussed initiatives toward engagNews Editor
ing students on campus, promoting climate
justice activism among the BC community, and
Each week, a group of about 20 students
communicating with University administrators
on topics surrounding cliquietly gathers into a room in Higgins Hall.
mate change—a
matter
They are not assembling for a class or a club,
but instead are preparing for their weekly
some members of the
unregistered student
meeting, addressing waysofpromoting climate
group have considered
justice on campus.
The collective of students formerly known
a challenge over the past
an
as BC Fossil Free (BCFF), founded in early
year.
2013, have undergone an organizationalchange
“Divesting is difficult, and moving money
since their return to campus. Rebranding under
the name Climate Justice at Boston College
in general is difficult
(CJBC), the activist student group is seeking
and inconvenient, and
to focus its attention not only on divesting
to do that just because
that’s what a group of
University endowment funds away from fossil
fuel-related assets, but also other aspects of
students said you should
climate change issues.
do—administrators do
“We realized our goal was much broader
not want that to be a precedent,” said Sissi Liu,
A&S 'l7.
In addition to administrative tension, BCFF
had also scheduled to
our
was
protest a Bank of America campus recruitment
just
and information session
so we
to
name last November, during
which members distribto
uted flyers to Bank of
our
America representatives
and asked questions on
their knowledge surw rounding the company’s
investments in fossil fueljust divestment, and so we
than
related holdings.
decided
to change the name to reflect
Since then, the group has also been featured
Tedeschi,
our broader message,” said Ellie
at other campus events, including a Fulton DeA&S 16.
bate Society and UGBC-sponsored debate on
fossil fuel divestment last spring. Proponents
Throughout the latest CJBC meeting,

of divestment argued that, in part, endowment
investments in fossil fuels conflict with the

University’s Jesuit ideals, while opponents argued that defunding would lead to a diminished

“Climate change is

not just

environmental issue, it’s a
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On Tuesday night, Rev. Michael Himes addressed familial love at the latest Agape Latte event.

Himes talks family love,
courage at Agape Latte
By Mary

Kate Cahill

For The Heights

“Loving, not being loved, is the most
central fundamental part of being human,” said Rev. Michael Himes at the
latest installment of Agape Latte —a
monthly faith-based speaking event
hosted by Campus Ministry and the
Church in the 21st Century (C2l) —last
Wednesday, Nov. 5. Himes, a professor within the theology department
at Boston College, discussed the family construct and familial love to a full
Hillside Cafe.
In his talk, Himes noted that he
believes a family’s main purpose is not
only to create a loving environment, but
to offer the opportunity for children and

family members to learn how to love.
“The most important thing is not
being loved, it is loving,” he said.
Himes grew up in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
where he became a diocesan priest.
He received his Ph.D. in the history
of Christianity from the University of
Chicago.
Agapic love, according to Himes,
is particularly difficult within a family
because of how well each person knows
one another.
“A family is perfectly designed to
hurt us,” he said. “We all know exactly
where the chinks in the armor are to
place the daggers to do maximum
damage.”

See Agape Latte, A3

social issue—a

social justice

problem.”
-

“We realized

much

divestment, and

broader than

decided

reflect

goal

change the

broader message.”

Ellie Tedeschi, A&S ’l6

Sissi Liu, A&S

’l7

education.
sis, it
“In a cost-benefit analysure costs a lot to divest with comparatively
little benefit,” said MatthewAlonsozana, thenexecutive vice president ofUGBC and BC ’l4,
in a Letter to the Editor in Vie Heights. “There
is no forgone moral or pragmatic argument to
be made. Instead, as people read deeper into
the issue, they recognize that the roadblocks
are imposed not by the administration but
by reality!’
With the organization’s name change also
comes an renewed look toward University recognition as an officially registered student club
on campus. According to Tedeschi, University
administrators have twice denied CJBC club
status, since the organization includes graduate students—an infringement of University
policies regarding registered student organiza-

See Climate Justice, A3
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THINGSTO DO ON
CAMPUS THIS WEEK

The
Boston City Councilor Michelle Wu will speak about
identity, race, and politics at an event
today at 12 p.m. in the Murray Function Room of the Yawkey Center. The
event is sponsored by the Asian
Pacific Islander Employees of Boston College.

Thursday, November 6, 2014

Heights

Prince Turki bin Faisal al Saud of Saudi Arabia will
speak this evening at 5 p.m. in Devlin
008 about international security. The
event is sponsored by the Islamic
Civilizations and Societies Program
and the Office of University Advancement.

gjggl
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Join the Boston College Symphony Orchestra for its
annual fall concert on Sunday at 8 p.m.
in Gasson 100. It will perform pieces
by Beethoven, Mendelssohn, and
Handel. The orchestra is conducted
by John Finney. The concert is spoilsored by the music department.

Find your Author talks ‘Night of the Broken Glass’
inner spark
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On the night of Nov. 9, 1938,
a young Jewish boy watched Nazi

Alex Gaynor
Sometimes it takes a literal slap
in the face to wake up to reality and

think critically about what direction
you’re headed. This came to me
in the form of a heavy metal door
to the forehead the winter of my
sophomore year. To clarify, yes, I
did walk headfirst into a door. But,
I’ve since been able to link it to the
fact that I was so busy at that time
that I wasn’t sleeping and thus was
careless enough to literally and
metaphorically walk into doors.
It was in this moment of sleepless
confusion that I realized all that I
was involved in was much more of
a drain on my life than something
that fulfilled me. So much of our life
is spent partaking in experiences
that we simply don’t care for. We
ride the conveyor belt of life and
end up spending vast amounts of
time in draining circumstances.
It’s important to continuously ask
ourselves how many situations we
participate in daily that don’t result
in any positive, life-giving ends.
As students, we’re inherently
pulled in many directions and often
find ourselves in positions where
our excitement and creativity is
zapped. To fit certain projected images, we often overexert ourselves
by becoming leaders for half a
million organizations in addition
to having hundreds of circles of
friends. We are regularly pressured
into keeping up with certain appearances that may not be true to form
or are simply exhausting to uphold.
For example, how many times have
you gone out on the weekend just
because it’s what you “should” be
doing, regardless of whether it’s
fun for you? What groups are you
a part of that don’t have the same
spark that they used to, and now
are more arduous than exciting? It’s
necessary to look at why exactly we
continue down paths that we don’t
find meaningful, even when we have
the choice of whether to partake.
Discovering what gives us life
and fulfillment is really discovering
our inner spark. Every Boston College student derivesfulfillment from
something, yet, we often fall into
comfortable ways of doing things
that may be more draining than
gratifying. We find ourselves partaking in experiences that we know
are not the best for us, but often
continue because it’s comfortable
and what fulfills us may not align
with society or our school’s model
of success.
Fulfillment can come in all
forms: whether it is talking long
walks, playing with dogs, having

conversations with strangers, volunteering with the marginalized, analyzing spreadsheets, taking pictures,
playing music, or reading a book. It
is so easy to get bogged down in the
nitty-gritty reality of quotidian life
only to find out that we’re actually
not going out in the world and doing what we truly enjoy. Although
it may not always be easy, practical,
accessible, or logical, staying loyal to
what gives you the most happiness
is really where truth lies. The poet
Mary Oliver asks readers, “What it
is that you plan to do with your one
wild and precious life?” Our time at
BC, and life in general, is short—so
why fill it with empty experiences?
She invites us all to think about
where we find those life-giving
situations and moments, and how
to hold them in the utmost regard,
with or without a metaphorical, or
literal, slap in the face.

Alex Gaynor is a senior staff columnistfor The Heights. She can be

reached at news@bcheights.com.

soldiers torch a synagogue across
the street from where he was studying in Dessau, Germany. He was
forced to choose between alerting
the fellow townspeople and riding
his bike home to warn his mother.
He chose the former and saved the
lives of some 30 families.
This young boy was Gershon
Wilkenfeld, and he was able to flee
Germany and live to tell the story to
his children. His mother, sister, and
brother, however, were unable to
leave and perished soon thereafter.
On Tuesday night, Alan Rosen, a
renowned writer on the Holocaust
who now lives in Jerusalem, came
to Boston College not only to speak
of the Holocaust and some of its
important dates, but also to commemorate the tragedy.
He recounted the above story
from an interview he conducted with Wilkenfeld last summer.
Wilkenfeld had gone on to settle
down in Australia where he was a
businessman and philanthropist,
and he had died around this time
last year, Rosen said.
Like Wilkenfeld, Rosenfeld said,
many Jews throughout Germany
and Austria experienced horrific
events on Nov. 9 and 10.
“The occasion of Kristallnacht
... was a verysad day indeed,” Rosen
said. On that night, some 267 synagogues were damaged, 5,000 shops
were vandalized, and 30,000 Jews
were arrested and sent to concentration camps.
Most of the 91 deaths that occurred, Rosen said, occurred on
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Holocaust author Alan Rosen commemorated the anniversary of Kristallnacht, when Nazis arrested some 30,000 Jews.
Nov. 10. Therefore, he believes that
the night of the broken glass should
be commemorated on Nov. 10,
rather than on Nov. 9.
Rosen said that Nov. 9, which is
“lodged in the enemy’s first calendar,”
had an interesting history prior to
Kristallnacht. On that date in 1918,
the Kaiser signed the peace treaty
ending World War I and abdicated
the throne. In 1923, Adolf Hitler led
the Putsch, which was a failed attempt to seize power, Rosen said.
This date, according to Rosen,
was already tarnished, stating that
commemorating Kristallnacht Nov.
9 is “absurd” because this was a day
of Nazi pride during the party’s
reign.
Rosen also pointed to Mariana
Caplan, a writer on Jews in Germany at this time, whom he quoted
saying, “I’ve always found the name

Kristallnacht to be a prettifying term,
and the word Kristallnacht itself, of
course, is German.”
Kristallnacht is also called
Reichskristallnacht and Novemberpogrome, said Rosen, who noted
that he dislikes how the latter has
“November” imbedded in the word.
This, he highlighted, is a month in
the secular calendar, not in the Jewish calendar, and thus it makes the
event less about the Jewish identity.
Yom HaShoah, Rosen said, is
the day on which Jews remember
the Holocaust. Unlike Kristallnacht,
however, the date is based off of
the Jewish calendar. This, he said,
allows the Jews to remember this
horrific event that happened to their
families and friends ona date in their
calendar.
Today, Rosen said, many debate
about the role of the synagogue.

“The synagogue is being expanded to be able to be filled with

the echoes of the voices ofthosewho
are telling the stories,” he said.

The synagogues are still important, he argued, because although

they were targeted on the night of
Kristallnacht, Jews are still using
these sacred spaces.
Rosen wrote a bookbased on interviews conducted by David Boder
just after the end of World War 11.
In one of the interviews, which was
conducted in a synagogue that was
destroyed during Kristallnacht, a
survivor named David Matzner
reflected on his perspective on the
importance of synagogues.
“This is where my bar mitzvah
was held, and now I have lived,”
Matzner said. “I havesurvived to see
and to make sure thatthe synagogue
of my family has been rebuilt.” ¦

Lowell Series welcomes prize-winning poet
By Carolyn

Heights

Freeman

Staff

“To be in the middle of a
Laura Kasischke poem is to oc-

cupy the intersection between
the physical and the unseen
...

the known and the imagined,”
said Boston College professor
Suzanne Matson in her introduction to the prize winning
poet who spoke at the latest
Lowell Humanities Series last
night.
“Though the poetry produces a world made strange,
de-familiarized and sometimes
disturbing, all in these provocative ways, it also produces
emotions and intuitions that
are instantly recognizable,”
Matson said.
Kasischke has published 10
novels, nine books of poetry,
and several collections of short
stories. Three of her novels
have been made into feature
films, including Life Before Her
Eyes, starring Uma Thurman.
Her 2011 poetry collection
Space, In Chains was awarded
the National Book Critics Circle

POLICE BLOTTER
Saturday, November 1
1:12 a.m. A report was filed
regarding medical assistance
provided to a BC student.
-

-

Award. She has received several
Pushcart Prizes as well as two
fellowships from the National
Endowment for the Arts, and
she teaches English at the University of Michigan.
She recited poems from
several of her anthologies, including “Do Not Leave Baby
Unattended” and “The Cause of
All My Suffering” from Fire &
Flower and “Swan Logic” from
Space, In Chains, among others.

The first poem Kasischke
read focused on her son. When
he was very small and she was
away from him, she would read
this poem —“Do
Not Leave Baby
herself, superUnattended”—to
stitiously, she said. The poem
was inspired by infant products
that warn parents to not leave
their child alone with the toy,
she said.
“Now he’s a freshman in college,” she said. “I thought I had
worries back then. The theme
of this poem is still true, apparently, in my life.”
Later, she read “Stolen Shoes,”
which was about a woman who

11/1/14-11/2/14
regarding a medical assistance
provided to a BC student who was
transported to a medical facility
by police cruiser.
11:29 p.m. A report was filed regarding a fire in Vanderslice Hall.

she suspected had stolen a pair
of her shoes at the gym. The
shoes were old and ratty, and the
theft seemed deeply insulting,
Kasischke said.
“I couldn’t help but write a
poem about that because it was
such a mystery and I became
so consumed with self-pity and
rage,” she said. “Nothing was
ever the same for me at the
gym again.”
Kasischke started writing at
a very young age. Except for a
distant journalist great-uncle,
there were not any writers in
her family—her
mother was a
teacher and her father was a
mailman. Her mother often read
children’s books to her, which
piqued her interest, she said.
“I was an only child and I
think I was really noisy as a
baby, so as soon as I developed
an interest that meant that I
would be quiet in another room
I got a lot of positive feedback
for that,” she said.
After getting her master’s in
fine arts at Michigan, Kasischke
spent several years writing poems that did not get published.

She worked a series of jobs that
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“I really think I became a
better writer maybe because of
that,” she said. “At some point
I just thought to myself, ‘Oh it
doesn’t matter, I just love to do
this’
And then it got better
because I had taken the pressure
of myself. I knew I was going to
do it whether I got the affirmations or not.”
In order to write as much
as she does, Kasischke tries to
write each day. At this point,
she has developed the habit of
writing each day and feels compelled to do it every day, even
if she is not satisfied with what
she is writing. It adds up if you
write every day and if you live
long enough, she said.
“It’s very important to not
be a perfectionist if you want
to be a writer at all,” she said.
“It’s more important to leave the
world with your writing than
three of the most beautiful lines
every penned. You need to write
the bad stuff too and hopefully
the good stuff comes out.” ¦
...

Advertising
The Heights is
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VOICES FROM THE DUSTBOWL
Do you know who was elected as your home-state
senator last night?

-

1:53 a.m. A report was filed
regarding a noise compaint filed
with another agency off campus.
-

Sunday, November 2
12:37 a.m. A report was filed regarding a suspicious circumstance
in Kostka Hall.
-

A report was filed

“Bruce Springsteen.”
—Megan Ryan,
LSOE ’l7

“I don ’t think there

-

1:08 a.m.

“I know who mij new
governor is."
—Elizabeth
Calderone, A&S ’lB

Source: The
Boston College
Police Department
—

was an election in

my state.”
—Connor
Rattigan,
CSOM ’lB

“One

sec

...

I’m looking

it up.”

—Thomas Banfeild,
A&S T
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BCEMS name change coincides with national collegiate EMS week
BCEMS, from A1
emergency response vehicle is currently
undergoing an exterior alteration that

will reflect the new name shift awayfrom
EEMS, and a contest was held among
members to redesign the BCEMS uniform patch.
Although the name change had been
a long-proposed idea by EEMS members
for several years, Dißlasi, a four-year
EEMS member with previous EMS experience, said that the change became a
focal point for the organization following
its acquisition of an emergency response
vehicle in 2012. The final push for the
organization’s new title was not initiated
until returning to campus this semester,
when EEMS officers convened to discuss
the shift.
“It was sort of whispered for years —
and it was some conversations I had with
people in the police department and also
just with the organization that made me
think, ‘Maybe this is the time —maybe
we’re sitting around thinking about it
forever, but this might be the time to do
it,”’ she said.
Once a consensus was reached among
the organization’s officers, the idea was
then extended to the more than 100
EEMS members at a town hall meeting,
during which Dißlasi said the proposal

received widespread support.
“I think [the proposal] was a little more
compelling than an email,” she said.
From the organization’s formation up
until the end of the 2013-14 academic
year, the administrative relationship of
EEMS was overseen by faculty advisor
and former Dean of Students Paul Chebator, who retired from BC after nearly
35 years with the University last spring.
EEMS also manages its relationship with
the University alongside a four-member
oversight committee consisting ofBCPD
Chief John King; Director of Emergency
Management and Preparedness John
Tommaney; Director of the Officeof Student Involvement (OSI) Gus Burkett; and
Associate Director of OSI Mark Miceli.
Given Chebator’s retirement, Dißlasi
said that the organization will begin entering into talks with incoming Dean of Students Thomas Mogan—who was named
the new head of the Dean of Students
Office (DOS) earlier this semester —to
discuss the potential of anew BCEMS
faculty advisor. During that interim period, BCEMS will rely on the oversight
committee for administrative relations,
and consulted the committee on the name
change prior to enacting it.
“We wrote a proposal so that the administration had something to read, and
everybody was just on board with it, [and]

understood our reasoning,” Dißlasi said.
“It seemed like the appropriate change,
and it was actually much easier than
expected.”
The name change to BCEMS also coincides with the beginning of the annually
held National Collegiate EMS week—a
seven-day schedule of college- and university-based EMS organization events
sponsored by the American College of
Emergency Physicians.
Dißlasi noted that although EEMS
hasn’t been as active in National Collegiate EMS as other university EMS organizations in years past, she said that BCEMS
plans to unroll a comprehensive list of
activities oriented for student awareness
during that week, one of which is titled
“One Too Many: Demystifying Alcohol
Incidents at Boston College”—an
awareness lecture headed by BCEMS and co-led
by BCPD, the Office of Student Conduct,
and the Office of Health Promotion.
Some of the other featured events
include discounted CPR classes, a guest
speaker-led talk on combat casualty care
on Nov. 10 at 7:30 p.m. in Fulton 511, and
a panel discussion on the history ofEEMS
on Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m. in Merkert 127.
During the spring semester, BCEMS
is also slated to the attend the National
Collegiate EMS conference in Baltimore, Md. ¦

EMILY FAHEY / HEIGHTS EDITOR

On Nov. 9, Eagle EMS will officially change its name for the first time since 1997, to BCEMS.

Students advocate climate
change awareness at BC
Climate Justice, from A1

on divestment, and is primarily designed as
a training seminar for members to be able to
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On Tuesday night in Hillside Cafe, theology professor Rev. Michael Himes discussed the importance of agapic love within thefamilial context.

Himes discusses agapic love at C2l event
Agape Latte, from A1
Himes then stated that family shows

us how connected we are to other people,

holding that human nature typically cannot reject family and at the same time
accept ourselves.
“But to accept the family means to
accept a group of people who frequently
drive us nuts,” he said. “It requires immense forgiveness.”
Himes described the various Biblical
families and their issues, including the
stories of Cain killing Abel, Abraham
almost sacrificing his son Isaac, and
Jacob tricking his brother Esau out of
his inheritance. He used these examples
to illustrate what he called the serious
problems all families experience.
“No family is a perfect family,” he
said. “So, we need to be both extremely
forgiving of a family, and therefore constantly willing to extend ourselves, to
open ourselves, to give ourselves away
to others.”
Courage was his subsequent topic, as
he argued that courage is a fundamental

component of Agapic love.
“The single worst pain that people
experience is the pain of being an unrequited lover,” he said. “Of genuinely
giving yourself to another, and the other

says, ‘Oh, thanks,’ and puts you on the
shelf.”
Himes said that because the concept
of unrequited love can be so painful, the
temptation is to never give that kind of
love again. He said that true courage is
taking that chance again.
“To be willing to say, ‘Yes, that was the
most painful thing I’ve ever experienced
in my life, and I’ll risk it again’—that
requires extraordinary courage,” he said.
He then reverted the conversation
back to family, and said that living within
a family teaches each person to take that
risk of love continuously with people
who know how to hurt them.
“That requires extraordinary courage
and extraordinary forgiveness,” he said.
Upon concluding his talk, Himes
opened the floor for questions, during
which one audience member asked
Himes how he defined family, and

whether families were necessarily related
by blood.
“No, I don’t think they are,” he responded. “A family is a circle of people
formed around us by our ability to love
them
and their sometimes-limited
ability to love back.”
He highlighted that the key part
of any loving family is delight in each
other’s existence, and that delight is what
brings together a true family.
Another audience member asked
how Himes would apply his points about
family to situations of mental illness,
alcoholism, and abuse within a family.
Himes responded that it was another
opportunity for forgiveness.
“Forgiveness doesn’t mean everything
goes back to square one,” he said. “We
always carry our past with us.”
Himes did, however, encourage the
audience to choose forgiveness in such
...

situations.

“Reach out with forgiveness,” he said.
“Recognize that you will never forget
this, and then to be able to say, ‘but we
go on from it.’” ¦

tions (RSOs).
Those who gather each week to discuss
the promotion of climate change awareness,
though, prefer to identify as part of a movement
rather than a club, according to Tedeschi.
“We like to think of ourselves as a passionate movement of students that care, and
we don’t care that were not a club, we’re just
trying to make a difference no matter what,”
Tedeschi said.
“I think we’re the BC chapter of a huge
movement that’s advocating for justice, and
specifically with climate change, because we
think climate change is the root of all these
problems,” Liu said.
In a push to foster greater dialogue on
climate justice at BC, the group is also planning to host a seven-hour education and
training event this Sunday entitled Building
the Movement for a Just and Stable World,
taking place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Higgins
235. The event is slated to include talks on both
the financial and environmental perspectives

speak to the most knowledgeable extent on
behalf of the group.
“We didn’t have a mechanism of training

people and bringing new [members] up to
speed to be leading the club as much as [original BCFF members] are,” Liu said. “So, we’ve
been trying to figure out how to bring in new
people and make sure they understand that
they are part of a movement, and are confident
and willing to speak on the subject.”
For now, the ensemble of undergraduates,
graduate students, and BC alumni that compromise CJBC aims to develop its mission on
campus, and will continue to expand its presence on campus despite its unofficial status at
BC, according to Liu.
“I think we realized that we want people
to know that this is not just about, 'saving the
environment’ or 'tree-hugger people,”’ she said.
“Climate change is not just an environmental
issue, it’s a social issue—a
social justice problem, and we just want to reflect that more in
our name.” ¦

Dept, of Event Management
reverses surcharge decision
Surcharge, from A1

EM assists departments and groups
across the University with planning

fects it could have on student groups.
According to Lavelle, based on last

year’s budget, a 20-percent surcharge
would have cost UGBC close to $9,000.
Lavelle and Thomas Napoli, a UGBC
senator and A&S ’l6, analyzed UGBC’s
budget after meeting with EM about the
surcharge early in the semester. EM was
performing its own analysis, but before
Lavelle and Napoli could present their
findings, EM notified them in midOctober that student groups would be
granted a waiver for the charge.
Jason McClellan, director of EM,
was unavailable for comment as of
press time.

EIITERTAiniNG HIBACHI GRILL t SHOW
*
DELICIOUS SUSHI
&
KARAOKE t DAHCIHC (FREE!)
OSAKA A EOT Of i ALL H Olf PLACE
1 617 -732 -0088

conferences, small meetings, or largescale events. UGBC has in years past
used its services for events like the fall
concert, the Christmas tree lighting,
and BC Boardwalk, in addition to the
Annual Showdown.
According to Napoli, if fully implemented, the surcharge would have limited student groups’ ability to put on a
large number of events. According to
Lavelle, UGBC allocates anywhere from
$5,000 to $17,000 to student groups
each year, typically to supplement the
funds provided by the Student Organization Funding Committee (SOFC),
which groups go to first for funding. ¦

Osaka Japanese Sushi
& Steak House
14 Green St.
(Coolidge Corner)

.

Brookline, MA 02446
Tel: 617-732-0088
www.Osakaßrookline.com
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Name change ushers in
new phase for BC EMTS

So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.
-F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896

-

1940), American writer

It could be argued that the most ics—BC EMTs will be represented
more professionally and be morerecsignificant turn in the extensive history of the EMS service at Boston ognizable. Due to the expansion of its
College was in 2012, when the orgacoverage, EEMS now interacts with
nization received a class five, nonmore outside groups with than ever
transporting ambulance. What was before, according to Kristen Dißlasi,
an informal group of undergraduates president of EEMS and A&S T5.
Another consideration that led
working on a small scale with few
supplies when Eagle EMS (EEMS) to the name change was how the
was founded in 1997 is now a profesgroup is received in conferences
sionally run organization with over and meetings with other university
100 members and about 20 officers. EMS groups. Dißlasi said that the
Since receiving that ambulance, it has name change is more in line with the
expanded its coverage of events and naming conventions of other groups,
has begun covering weekend nights which use theiruniversities’ names in
on campus. Now, the volunteer-run their titles.
Most importantly, this will make
organization is changing its name
from “Eagle EMS” to “Boston College the group sound more professional,
EMS,” effective Nov. 9.
reflecting the overwhelminglyposiThis change is an encouraging tive transformation that the group
representation of another phase in has undergone. The students have
the group’s evolution. When workperformed a great service to the
ing with outside groups—such as the University in the past, continue to
Newton and Boston EMS, Armstrong do so now, and are richly deserving
Ambulance, and other area paramedof this recognition.

Baker’s new ideas for
higher education in Mass.
celerated degrees—ones that could be
completedin three years—in order to
cut the costs of higher education by at
least 25 percent.
Boston College students should be
aware of Baker’s proposed changes to
education policy. Baker wants to reduce
the amount of debtfor college students
by making the cost of higher education more affordable. In many cases,
potential debt is driving students to
out-of-state schools, where the cost of
living is typically lower. Compared to
the national average, it costs about 40
percent more to attend a public college
in Massachusetts, according to Baker’s
campaign page. Over the past decade,
tuition at UMass and other state universities has increased by 80 percent.
Although many of Baker’s ideas on
lowering the cost of higher education
in Massachusetts would only affect
the state’s public schools, his planned
changes could alter how BC plans its
increases in tuition. With many neighboring schools making their degrees
more accessible, BC may be forced to
do the same.

In the wake of the Massachusetts
general elections, the Boston area
can expect to see policy changes in
the coming months. Governor-elect
Charlie Baker, a Republicanin a notably
Democratic state, has alreadyplanned
meetings for next weekwith Governor
Deval Patrick and his transition team in
order to initiate his new plans as soon
as possible.
An issue Baker’s campaign highlighted was the problems within and
potential growth of higher education.
Since Massachusetts is home to 114
colleges and universities, any slight
change in state government policy concerning higher education holds great
significance, as it will affect many state
residents. One policy goal of Baker’s is
to reduce the cost of higher education
in Massachusetts, as well as expanding
job opportunities for students. Once
in office, Baker plans to make higher
education more affordable through
utilizing online course offerings that
wouldmake it possible for any student
to earn a degree conveniently. His
plan also involves the creation of ac-

Social media campaign
shows better picture ofBC
The hashtag “8C360” campaign
recently initiated by the University
addressesseveral past critiques ofBoston College’s social media presence.
Launched by the Office of News and
Public Affairs, the new program seeks
to invert the perspective of the BC’s
many social media outlets, bringing
together nine undergraduate social
media fellows to create and curate
content for these pages. A group
of filmmakers, photographers, and
writers representing all class years
and various majors are charged with
providing feedback on the University’s
social media activities, as well as
supplementing them with content curated under the “8C360” hashtag. The
grouphas already been responsible for
the launch ofthe “We Are BC” Tumblr
page, which serves as an information
forum for prospective students, as well
as a BC Snapchat account—which has
slightly less clearfunctionality.
Making use of the feedback and content contributions of these fellows is a
welcome developmentfrom the Office

ofNews and Public Affairs, which has
seen a very strong response to its social
mediaefforts over the last fewyears. BC
is among the leading universities for
followers on outlets such as Instagram,
Facebook, and Twitter, speaking to the
administration’s success in connecting
with current students, alumni, parents,
and prospective students. The #8C360
campaign will hopefully mark the beginning of broader use of this massive
networkoffollowers.
While nine undergraduates cannot
perfectly represent the diversity of
interests and backgrounds within the
student population, they can start to
shift the paradigmofBC’s social media
conglomeration to more accurately
represent the day-to-day activities of
student body. They can help maintain
the relevance of BC’s many online accounts, and work to prevent missteps
along the way. In semesters to come,
the University should consider even
more actively crowdsourcing content
for its pages to ensure that #8C360
covers all angles.

EMILY DEVLIN

The views expressed in the above edito-

Editorial Board. A list of the members of the
Editorial Board

Heights, as discussed and written by the

com/opinions.

THE HEIGHTS
The IndependentStudent Newspaper of Boston College
Established 1919
Eleanor Hildebrandt, Editor-in-Chief

Marc Francis, General Manager
Joseph Castlen, Managing Editor

can

be found at BCHeights.

The following letter is in response to “The state of adjuncts,”
Heights Editorial Board, originally published on 11/3/14:

Famolare, Copy Editor
Connor Farley, News Editor
Connor Mellas, Sports Editor
KendraKumor, Features Editor
John Wiley, Arts A Review Editor
Ryan Towey, Metro Editor
Andrew Skaras, Opinions Editor
Mary Rose Fissinger, SpecialProjects Editor
Emily Fahey, Photo Editor
Maggie Powers, Layout Editor

an

editorial by The

Life as an adjunct
I’d like to clear up a few issues raised, if only
to for the sake of perpetuating misperceptions
about the realities of the adjunct life.
First off, as someonewho has been an adjunct
since I began teaching at Emerson College in
2004, where I was working on my MFA, adjunct
professors are generallynot hired for “manpower
shortages.” We are hired by colleges and universities because we are, in short, a “steal”; we are
cheap, well-skilledlabor. When I was hired, for
example, I had a book deal in the works, and an
MFA, and was told that “a few years back, I’d
have been offered a full-time spot, but the field
has changed.”
Obviously, having to pay fewer tenure-track
salaries helps schools financially, and there is
an enormous pool of highly-qualified adjuncts
nationwide—especially in this economy—who
want to teach, and need to pay their bills.
This is not to say that we don’t want to be in
the classroom regardless of our stature. We do.
We wouldn’t be here if we didn’t.
While $6,000 per year may very well be the
average at BC across the board, The Heights underestimates how difficult it is to live without
benefits, job security, and wavering around the
poverty line, while working long hours. Trust
me, when I was in my fourth year as an adjunct
at BC, able to look back at all the excellent students I’d had the pleasure of teaching, and satisfactory classes I’d taught, but unable to go to
the doctor when I hit my head playing soccer, it
felt like something was egregiously wrong with
the situation. Ask any adjunct how long they
spend per week, all tallied, in terms of grading,
planning and teaching. Then do the math. It’s
an hourly wage that’s laughable, and that’s why
we need to teach at numerous institutions at
one time. Even the highest-paying schools are
getting quite the value.
It’s a valid point that some adjuncts become
stretchedbetween schools and other gigs. You’re
forgetting an additionalaspect, though—in order
to shoot for those tenured or full-time positions
in the stars, we are compelled (and urged) to
publish. We also need to find a job in the summer, and possibly in December / January. We

The Heights welcomes Letters to the Editor not exceeding 400
words and column submissions that do not exceed 700 words for
The Heights reserves the right to edit for clarity, brevity, accuracy,
and to prevent libel. The Heights also reserves the right to write
headlines and choose illustrations to accompany pieces submitted

also need to figure out a way to pay medicalbills,
and deal with the stress of not knowing which
classes we’ll teach each semester, and how many.
So while The Heights’ point rightfully sides with
the student experience, the editorial is missing
the cause of the problem, and instead fixating on
the ramifications.
How about creating more full-time positions,
and hiring adjuncts into those positions? The
proposed solution of eradicating adjunct positions would put myself and many of my colleagues
at schools across Boston out into the street. I
don’t know about you, but that doesn’t seem to
have a Jesuit ring to it.
I speak for myself, and my friends and colleagues, when I say that we put our students first.
We travel from school to school, and if we miss
office hours, we find creative ways to meet with
students at each and every school, while keeping
up with lesson plans and constant emails, and
grading late into the night. Many of us are artists
on the side: I write fiction, and have friends who
are poets, graphic artists, and musicians. We live
this life because we love teaching, and look forward to the eager students waiting for us in our
classrooms every semester. We enjoy the honor
of being able to help educate college students; if
we didn’t, we’d have left for the security of a high
school teaching job, or the equivalent.
In my seven years, I’ve taught at Emerson, Mt.
Ida, MCPHS, BC, FSU, and others, and received
high student evaluations across the board. Each
semester, I devote countless hours to my students—as every instructor should. In the summers, I paint houses, or landscape, and write for
magazines, in order to barely get by.
We all have a right to our opinions, of course.
But the next timeyou walk into an adjunct-taught
class, you might take a second to see the world
of academiafrom your instructor’s well-traveled
(and possibly worn-down) shoes.
Brian Sousa
Instructor of writ in g
Au thor, freelance writer
BC adjunct professor, 2006-2013
BC ’Ol

to the newspaper.

Submissions must be signed and should include the author's
connection to Boston College, address, and phone number. Letters
and columns can be submitted online at www.bcheights.com, by email to editor@bcheights.com, in person, or by mail to Editor, The
Heights, 113 McElroy Commons, Chestnut Hill, Mass. 02467.
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A crusade

Waitingfor more

Sean McGowan

GOOGLE-LEGO COLLABORATION

-

This

could be the greatest thing since integrated circuits and gene sequencing.
Google has launched a site that lets you
build with virtual Legos. For those ofyou
who are not appreciating the magnitude
of this situation, let us put this a little
more bluntly-WE CAN PLAY WITH
LEGOS ON OUR COMPUTERS!!!!!
Legos were the building blocks of our
childhood, the foundation of plastic
upon which everything good and true
and beautiful has been built. We haven’t
paid attention in class for days, we
haven’t slept for weeks, and we haven’t
left our dorm room except in dire circumstances—we have just built.

Our genetic deck is
stacked against us. We’ve been sick for
months.

WEAK GENES

-

ENGAGEMENTS Benedict Cumberbatch
-

is engaged, and fangirls everywhere are

inconsolable.
COMMONWEALTH AVE. DUNKIN’ DONUTS

We have always had a bone to pick with
this Dunkin’ Donuts. We had hoped
foolishly that the renovations in January
were the turning of anew leaf, the opening ofanew chapter, in the life ofthatpatheticstore—but we were wrong. With
long lines and molasses-slow service, the
customer experience there continues to
disappoint.Although we have never had
high expectations for Dunkin’ Donuts
coffee, this store is a consistent failure,
serving sub-parcoffee week in andweek
out. And don’t get us started on the flies.
We have often wondered if there is a
week-old wildebeest carcass rotting in
the back. Somebody should have the
health inspector look into that.

As Bob Dylan once said, “Sometimes
the best songs are just the ones that can
pull something out of you. Maybe that’s
or maybe it’s guilt
anger, compassion
or shame—l
don’t know. I like to think
that the good songs give voices to the
people who don’t have them, you know?
And Tom Waits, he probably does that
better than anybody the guy puts
poetry where you’d think it’s got no
business being.”
By this point, you might be wondering, did Dylan actually say that?
No, he didn’t. I made that up.
But I like to think that he—and
anyone else who writes and performs
music—would agree with at least the
last part. There isn’t a singer in the
world with a sound like Tom Waits.
In terms of strong reactions, there
are few artists in the world who can get
what the torn-up, rattling growl of the
64-year-old American folk and blues
artist has been getting out of people
since 1973. Faced for the first time
with the odd jumbling of his guttural
vocals, crackling guitars, drums, and
accordions—topped off with whatever
else happened to be lying around the
old deserted woodshed in which I’ve
always imagined his music is recorded—listeners
never quite know what
to do.
I’ve found most turn to nervous
laughter or feigned appreciation, while
others shut it off and throw whatever
machine it came from across the room
like it just insulted their sister. No one
does nothing, though.
In fact, not once in the eight or so
years since I found my first copy of his
1985 double album Rain Dogs in the
...

...

back of a used CD store (a big building where they used to sell those silver,
flat, bagel-looking things) have I been
able to listen to his music around other
people without getting a few questions.
While a majority of these concern my
sanity or taste in just about everything,
they’ve all been slight variations on
the same theme: How on earth could
anyone like this?
Truth be told, I didn’t always like it,
either. And I feel like you and I have gotten close enough for me to tell you that,
when I put on the album’s first track,
I thought that the guy must have been
joking. The voice came out of the speakers with this comical sort of arrogance,
reminiscent of the cookie monster or a
zombie Santa Claus, seeming satisfied in
a sadistic sort of way.
I removed the CD from its tray,
overcome with the impression shared
by many others before me. He must
be one of those singers whom no one
really enjoys, but who would forever
retain a sort of mythic, misunderstood-genius kind of prestige because
no one would ever actually admit to
disliking his music. I was, I thought,
holding The Catcher in the Rye of rock
and roll music.
Looking back, I haven’t the faintest
idea what made me pull the dusty CD
back down off of the shelf that it went
on to occupy for the better part of two
years, but I’m glad I did. I wasn’t much
different, and the songs hadn’t changed,
but—almost inexplicably—l started to
hear it in a way that I couldn’t before. I
heard it the way I still hear it now.
There isn’t a bad moment on that
album. Every bass note and beat-to-hell
guitar string sings—every subtle imperfection in the vocals fits like calculated
splatter on a Jackson Pollock canvas. After a few listens, the simple, eclectic instrumental foundations upon which the
songs are built begin to recall the best
of early New Orleans jazz and Southern
blues, dirty and unconventional enough

to have been recorded yesterday.

And the lyrics were brilliant. It’s
in them that Waits finds his greatest

strength—they are where he lives and
breathes, delivering the rough, hardluck poetry with a swagger that other
singers would be loath even to imitate.
The words, above all else, are the reason
that his songs remain the most respected in the music business.
Covered over the years by everyone
from Rod Stewart and The Eagles to
Norah Jones, these rugged vignettes are
a kind of front-line report on the most
universal themes—heartbreak, addiction, loneliness—from the sort of disaffected, ugly characters who never quite
seem to find the place in art that they
deserve. Waits is often attacked for his
delivery, but it’s hard to imagine even
the man’s most ardent, vitriolic critic
attacking lines like, “She was sharp as a
razor, and soft as a prayer” from 1976’s
Bad Liver and a Broken Heart.
With the release of his latest studio
album Bad As Me in 2014, the music of
Waits is more popular than it has ever
been. Just as he did with the outlandish collection of broken American folk
songs in 1985’s Rain Dogs, he has again
provided an outlet for a kind of peaceful
regression in the wake of perfection.
When the shiny, contrived, corporatemandated Top-40 hits become tiresome,
we begin to crave something that isn’t
quite perfect. After the sixth or seventh
auto-tuned flourish in a rap song’s
chorus or the eightieth mention of beer
or pickup trucks in a country ballad,
Waits—and the degenerate, beautiful,
unmistakably American characters to
whom he gives a voice—are there as
a reminder of both from where our
country’s music came and the constant
innovation that will continue to give rise
to its best songs.
Sean McGowan is a

staff columnist

for

The Heights. He can be reached at
opinions@bcheights.com.

-

GRADUATION BOOKINGS

-

Our parents

are booking their tickets and hotels for

graduation. It’s too damn early for this.
It makes it all too real.

recall with great
fondness all of the yearly rituals that
established order and stability in our
lives. Every November, there was one
LIGHTORDINANCES We
-

particular toward which we looked
annual decking ofthe halls
and ornamenting of the yard. Without
fail, the day after Thanksgiving would
in

forward—the

find our mothers, brothers, and us in the
frontyard with boxes of decorations our
fathers had lugged down from the attic

and deposited on the lawn with aplomb
beforereturning to his cars that needed
attention. When we were really little, we

would hold the strings of lights while our
mothers wrapped them ceremoniously
around the bushes and trees. When we
were older, we would scurry up theladder and hang the garland from the fence
posts, while our mothers cautioned us to
slow down, lest we lose our footing six
feet in the air. At this point, you are probably wondering where this is going and
why this is getting a thumbs down—all
ofthat stuff sounded really nice. Exactly.
It was. We recently heard rumors that
University regulations prohibit the decorating ofthe outside of the Mods.There
can be no trimming of the garland, no
adorning of the bushes. We shall make
no memories ofrunning around the yard
with strings of multi-colored lights, deciding thebest arrangement for the year.
We shall have no arguments with our
roommates over whether we shall get a
light-up wreath for our door. If it is true,
that, gentlereaders, is a shame.

Like Thumbs Up,
Thumbs Down?
Follow us
@BCTUTD

Song of experience
might I ask?), the odd school trip,
sport teams, celebration of holidays

ceive of a better start to my academic
...

you get me.

VictoriaMariconti
In mid-October, I sat down with 19
other students to speak with Mark Edmundson, a professor at the University of Virginia. He traveled to Boston
College that day to deliver a lecture
for the Lowell Humanities Series,
and he was kind enough to meet with
several undergraduates prior to his
scheduled talk.
In spite of a healthy oeuvre of publications on topics ranging from Freud
to football, readers primarily associate
Edmundson with one article written
for Harper’s Magazine, “On the Uses
of a Liberal Education: As Lite Entertainment for Bored College Students.”
Insightful and spirited though this
piece may be (indeed, it was the premise on which I knew Edmundson best
and had requested him to speak), I
fear it has followed him like a shadow
since its publication in 1997. Nevertheless, I don’t regret asking him to
speak with us about the state of liberal
education in the modern university.
I expected a rousing dialectic on the
merits and impediments that a humanistic education offers in contemporary society. Rather than merely
talk about the liberal arts, as we are
wont to do here at BC, we performed
them. That afternoon we lived liberal
education, and I would like to share a
bit of the conversation and work out a
couple lingering thoughts.
“Did you all have happy childhoods?” The question lingered in
the air as we looked at each other,
half-amused and half-alarmed that he
lobbed this question into our court.
This query usually signifies the start of
some bad joke about going to a shrink.
Once we could see that Edmundson
was quite serious and expected some
answers, we reached a consensus—yes,
of course. Then, the inevitable follow-up: What made it happy? Loving
parents, supportive siblings, secure
neighborhoods (secured from what,

Although everyone loves to nail
BC for having Wonder-white-bread,
homogenized paradigms of “normal,”
and “happy,” and “childhood,” in no
way did we at the table (or do I now)
claim that there is a universal ideal
of childhood, or that everyone at BC

had a perfectly happy first 18 years of
life. We simply identified a shared set
of experiences that signified “happy
childhood” among us.
The various qualifications of happy
were quickly distilled down to the single idea of a sheltered childhood. Our
parents, guardians, and mentors protected us physically and intellectually
from the darkness and horrors that we
cannot deny are present and active in
the world. Some of us were “lucky”—
like well-tempered custard, knowledge
and experience were slowly added so
as not to scramble the eggs. Others
were not. Is shelteredness desirable?
We in the room thought so, but we
also acknowledged that sheltering—or
parenting in general—is a precarious
art. Too much, and the young person
will either be shaken upon encountering something that challenges her
reality or will never venture beyond
her comfort zone to live outside and
dangerously. Too little, and the results
will likely be equally traumatic.
This brings me to my first meditation that followed the seminar. In
passing, we mentioned that the community plays a pivotal role in protecting and raising a child. By community,
I mean all persons and entities beyond
the immediate family: academic,
religious, athletic, artistic, and civic
groups. The family is undoubtedly
integrated into the community, but I
would like to momentarily consider
the community in isolation.
My memory of what was a very
happy and blessed childhood generally recalls my community as a safe,
supportive place. My elementary and
middle school educations were both
completed at a I<-8 parochial school,
and the place abounded with great
friends, caring teachers, and thoughtless safety. Even today, I could not con-

and social lives. Now that I have the

perspective of time and distance, however, I realize that the very place and
people responsible for “protecting” me
were

the

same to administer my

first

tastes of public humiliation, anxiety,

and resentment. If you ever attended
such a school, you know that there
exists no better place for an education
in small-group politics. And God help
you if you played parochial basketball
and were skilled at it.
The safe place becomes unsafe
as we grow and wake up. Even now,
when I think of potential threats to a
child’s safety, I see them as external
entities that must be kept out, some
foreign change imposed on a peaceful
domestic climate. I’m willing to bet,
though, that many of us here became
experienced by virtue of what was
already among us. What more to do
with this, where to take it, I’m not sure
right now. I leave it to your further
consideration and mine. It’s a meditation, not a point.
The second meditation that lingers
in the wake of Edmundson’s seminar
is, what responsibility do we have
to care for our childhood and its
memory? If childhood was characterized by uninhibited imagination,
adulthood (if we even are adults in the
fullest sense yet) is characterized by
memory. Time has a nasty habit of accumulating on the other side of life as
we move through it... but imagination
and memory aren’t as opposed as we
think. We use both to mentally place
ourselves somewhere beyond the location of the present. To me, the noteworthy difference lies in the extent to
which either is crystallized—imagination is an act offluid intellectual and
emotional creativity, but memory is
an act of intellectual and emotional
creativity that has ossified into one,
often embellished, recording. Our
inner children are the products of our
experiences mediated by thoughts and
time. How will we care for our childhood and its memory?
Victoria Mariconti is a staff columnist
The Heights. She can be reached at
opinions@bcheights.com.

for

The opinions and commentaries of the staff columnists and cartoonists appearing on this page represent the
of the author or artist of that particular piece, and not necessarily the views of The Heights. Any of the
columnists and artists for the Opinions section of The Heighls can be reached at opinions@bcheights.com.
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for soccer
William Flautt
Imagine, for a moment, ifthe only place
available on campus for pick-up basketball
were the Quonset Hut—that

depressing half-

court on Newton campus. Sound silly? Well,

here is an update for you: This was soccers
situation with the Newton field hockey field,

the only soccer-sanctioned space on campus,
until recently. Because of these limitations
and a high demand to play soccer, students
have been forced to wander around campus
in search of a space to play. For years, the University has taken an unnecessarily aggressive
stance toward the phenomenonofpick-up
soccer without doing anything to accommodate this healthy pastime.
And, when I say aggressive, I mean aggressive. Inattack, we have seen the striking duo
of angry Alumni-bubble-security dude link
up with its perennial goal-machine, the Boston College Police Department. Yes, security
did indeed threaten to call the police while
a peaceful party offootballers (read: soccer
players) made the most of an empty American footballfield one past winter evening.
Like the clever Catalan midfielder Xavi,
BC has twisted and turned itselfawayfrom
this devoted contingent ofBC students,
its pick-up soccer players, passing off their
problems to intimidating authority figures
who have no choice but to enforce hard-line
University rules.
Let’s adjust our focus to the bacldine,
though, because defense wins championships.
Defense also keeps students off the pristine,
untouchable Zen garden that is the football
practice field. A BC employee usually flies in
on a golf cart to kick them off at a moment s
notice. This footballers (read: soccer player’s)
forbidden fruit can be found just beyond
the right field of our equally well-defended
varsity ballpark—a ballpark that conveniently
doubles as a beer sewer during football
tailgates. Itis a shame that BC lets hordes of
drunken people adulterate the baseball field
for tailgating and leave it smelling like a wet
Mod carpet, while denying students a few
hours of healthy, wholesome fun soccer playing in the same space. I would even argue that
we aerate the soil.
Yes, the ideal soccer experiencerequires
a large grassy or grass-like space, complete
with goals and sidelines—the whole shebang.
Yet when you get down to the bare bones
of soccer, you find that it is one of the most
minimalist sports out there. Four shoes to set
up goals and a ball—that’s all you need. And
forget grassy and grass-like spaces. In many
parts of the world, soccer is actually played in
much the same wayas pick-up basketball—with smaller sides, smaller fields, and smaller
goals. Known colloquially asfutsal, this style
of soccer just needs a flat surface. Basketball
courts, volleyball courts, tennis courts—anything works, really. Soccer is very adaptive
to its environment. Futsal is the short-term
answer to a longstanding lack of soccer facilities, and after collectivelybothering BC Rec
this summer, the soccer community got...
well, something. Now, everyFriday evening,
a fewof the basketball courts in the Plex turn
into this long-sought-after soccer haven.
To summarize: tennis enjoys 10 courts,
basketball six, and squash and racquetball
a combined four. Soccersuffers because
it has zero accessible facilities with open
and specific hours for soccer players, both
indoors and outdoors. There is some good
news, though. BC Rec has done a good job
by beginning to treat soccer as it treats other
sports. There is no doubting BC students’
love for soccer—indeed, they were the only
contingent of students to show up to the
otherwise empty Plexbasketball courts on
both the Friday ofParents’ Weekend and this
past Halloween Friday.
It’s odd that one of the most popular
sports on campus has encountered so many
obstacles to legal existence. Well, maybe
it’s not too odd. BC boasts a lot ofvarsity
athletics for its limited real estate (big shout
out to Harvard for letting our teams use its
soccer field and track), and it’s pretty cool that
athletic peasants like me can share in the fun
at all. What’s not cool is how BC often gives
preference to, well, everything other than soccer. In the short term, these Friday nights are
a step in the right direction. In the long term,
however, new facilities need to take the BC
pick-up soccer community into consideration.
With the retention oftwo-and-a-half practice
fields outside the new Shea field dorms, why
not? I’m looking at you, 10-year plan. Soccer
only needs a half-field half the time.

William Flau tt is a staff columnist for
The Heights. He can be reached atopinions@bcheights.com.
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Cardinals’ defense faces big test at BC
defense stands at the middle of the

From Louisville, A8
When on defense, the Cards provide a
difficult test for opponents both through
the air and on the ground. Louisville’s
front seven has given up the third-fewest yards in the NCAA at 738, which
should seem an impossible task for an
Eagles’ offense which relies almost solely
on the rushing attack of running backs
Jon Hilliman and Myles Willis as well as

quarterback Tyler Murphy.
Yet Louisville has not come close
to facing a ground game like BC’s. Not

counting FCS-opponent Murray State,
four of Louisville’s opponents have ranked
102nd or worse in total rushing yards. In
fact, the only team remotely close to BC’s
sixth-ranked rushing attack is Miami at
30th, a team which the Cardinals beat in
week one. And though this could provide
hope, the Cardinals had trouble containing Miami star running back Duke Johnson in that game, allowing him 90 yards
on 20 carries, according to ESPN.
Additionally, Louisville’s passing

pack—soth in passing yards allowed.
Normally this would seem like an opportunity for BC head coach Steve Addazio to
diversify his offensive strategy, as Murphy
has thrown the ball better of late, adding
two more passing touchdowns against
Virginia Tech last week.
Sophomore safety Gerod ffolliman,
however, may convince Addazio to stick
to his ground game, ffolliman appears as
the front runner for the Jim ThorpeAward
for the country’s best defensive back, as
he leads the NCAA in interceptions with
10, including a touchdown return.
Offensively, the Cardinals will look to
ride the hot feet of senior Michael Dyer.
After receiving some stellar, albeit inconsistent, performances earlier this season
from running backs Dominique Brown
and Brandon Radcliff, Louisville head
coach Bobby Petrino has seemed to find
his man in the Auburn transfer.
Dyer has rushed for 307 yards in the
previous two games with four touchdowns, the toughest back BC’s seventh-

ranked rushing defense has had to face
since Pittsburgh’s James Connor in week
two.

If the Eagles contain Dyer, the Cardinals should feel confident in sophomore
quarterback Will Gardner. Gardner has
played solidly all year, averaging 211.5
yards through the air in his seven starts,
while staying efficient with 12 touchdowns against merely three interceptions.
Additionally, his best performances
have come since returning from a knee
injury in week four, which kept him out
of Louisville’s games against Wake Forest
and Syracuse.
Judging from the strength of its offense, Louisville still poses a formidable
threat to the Eagles. The Cardinals’ overrated defense, on the other hand, may
have its heads up in space against a BC
running game looking to bring them back
down to earth. And if the Cards don’t do
that now, expect to the powers-that-be
to say “see ya later, boy,” to any chances
of Louisville playing in a big-time bowl
game this December. ¦

J PAT CARTER / AP PHOTO

Parts of the Louisville defense have been shaky this year, but it is not without strong spots.

BC offense to be backed up by solid rushing defense vs. L’Ville
From Football, A8

EMILY FAHEY

/
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Tyler Murphy has led the Eagles in their powerful run game so far thisyear, alreadysetting the record for career rushing yards by a quarterback.

and keep attacking them, try to wear them
down.”
Murphy has taken a pounding this year,
and was noticeably limping against Virginia
Tech at some points in the game. Addazio
noted that Murphy has been “banged up a
littie bit,” and is dealing with a thigh bruise,
but that he doesn’t see it really affecting his
quarterback. That said, Murphy could dowith
a bit ofrest, which Addazio is certainly eyeing.
“Next weekwill be tremendous,” Addazio said
ofthe upcoming bye. “It couldn’t come at a better time, honestly, mentally and physically.”
Defensively, BC lost a number ofkey players via graduation and others via injury. BC
fans again expected regression. Again, BC has
defied those expectations.
Statistically, BC has gone from allowing
427 yards per game in 2013 to allowing 312
yards per game this year, going from 93rd
nationally to 11th nationally, a huge jump for
a unit thatreally didn’t add many impact pieces
like the offense was able to.
With the graduation of Kasim Edebali,
BC’s most effective defensivelineman in 2013,
there was a 6-fbot-3,246-pound hole left by his
presence. Connor Wujciak, playing the interior of the line, has stepped up and proven to

be a disruptiveforce for the Eagles, generating
five tackles for loss, including two sacks in nine
games from the defensive tackle slot.
The defense began the year unevenly before finding its footing against USC-a game
in which the Eagles only allowed 20 rushing
yards. In its last seven games (starting with
the USC game), BC has allowed an average of
63.14 rushing yards per game, turning teams
one-dimensional and allowing defensive coordinator Don Brown’s blitzes to continually
pressure the opposing quarterback.
“Our guys understand how to fit,” Brown
said. “We’re a little bit unorthodox in how we
go about playing the run because we pressure
so much We defend the run with 11 guys.
Everybody has their fits, everybody has their
responsibilities, and we defend the pass with
11 guys.”
After the Eagles managed their way
through a fairly easy schedule last year with
a 6-6 regular season record, most fans recalibrated their outlook for this year to more
realistic records of5-7,4-8, or maybe even 3-9
if things went really badly.
Well, that field-storming, stadium-shaking, massive upset over the Trojans perhaps
should have been an early indication that this
season would be something else: expectationshattering. ¦
...
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Course Information and Schedule

The Course Information and Schedule in the Agora portal now offers new and more intuitive ways to explore BC’s academic offerings. This searchable schedule includes course
descriptions, faculty, meeting times, and room assignments. You may search by term,
school, keyword, and subject code (required for A&S courses).

Course Evaluations

A

Boston College uses an online course evaluation system which is fast, easy, convenient,
secure, anonymous, confidential, and, above all, important! Course evaluation results
are used by faculty to improve teaching, and they are a significant component in the
promotion and tenure process.
to assist with course selection and registration. To access course evaluation results from the Agora Portal, go to the “My Services” tab
then click on “Course Information and Schedule” and select the “Course Evaluations” link.

Students may view results of past course evaluations

Course Information and Schedule

November/December Registration Calendar for Spring 2015
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coursedescriptions, faculty, meeting times, and room assignments. Youmay search by term, school, kej
the course titleto viewlinks tosyllabi, courseevaluations, and textbook information, ifavailable.
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can customize your search by using filters to select course number ranges, course levels,
meeting days and times, credit hours, and open or closed courses. Remember to clear your
filters or Start Over when you begin a new search.
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To expand information about a course, click on More Detail to view the short course
description. Click on the course title to view a more detailed course description, including
any course prerequisites or corequisites and Core requirements, and links to syllabi, course
evaluations, and textbook information, if available. Access to course evaluation surveys and
syllabi are also available from the Course Information and Schedule landing page.

V,

GraduateStudents: Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.
*GSSW: Spring courses for students in the Class of2015 will open at 7 p.m.
Registration for all other GSSW student will begin at 7:30 p.m.
A&S, LSOE, and CSON undergraduate students should contact their academic advisors for ac-

ademic advising and registration materials. CSOM seniors should pick up their degree audits in
the departments of their first concentration. CSOM sophomores and juniors should go to their
advisors. CSOM freshmen will receive theirregistration materialsfrom their Portico professors.
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The Week Ahead

Standings

Field hockey has its First game oF the
ACC Tournament on Friday against
Syracuse. Men's hockey takes on rival
BU For the First time this season, also
on Friday. Football hosts Louisville on
Saturday night, coming oFF a big win
For bowl eligibility last week. Kansas
State visits TCU For a top-10 matchup

Recap from Last Week

MARLY MORGUS

25-13

HEIGHTS STAFF

23-15

CONNOR MELLAS

20-18

:

on Saturday.

EDITORS' PICKS

Game of the Week

Men's hockey took the First game at
Denver For Jerry York's 500th win at BC
beFore Falling to the Pioneers on Saturday night. BC managed to hold onto a
lead despite a late oFFensive push to top
Virginia Tech. Women's soccer came to
1-1 draw with Notre Dame. Manchester
City shut out Manchester United on
Sunday.

22-16

ALEX FAIRCHILD
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Men’s Hockey

Boston
College

Guest Editor:
Eleanor Hildebrandt
Editor-in-Chief
"1942."
MARLY MORGUS
Assoc. Sports Editor

Sports Editor

Field Flockey: No. 8 BC vs. No. 6 Syracuse

:

M. Flockey: No. 3 BC vs. No. 5 BU

:

Syracuse

:

BU

:

Football: BC vs. Louisville
NCAA Football: No. 7 Kansas State vs. No. 6 TCU

:

ALEX FAIRCHILD ELEANOR HILDEBRANDT
Asst. Sports Editor
Editor-in-Chief
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CONNOR MELLAS

This Week's Games

BC

:

BC

:

BC

:

BC

:

BC
BC

BC

Louisville

Louisville

BC

TCU

Kansas State

TCU

TCU

Boston

University

On Friday night, the Terriers and Eagles clash for
the first time this season, each of the programs
entering the matchup with a top-five ranking—BC at No. 3 and BU at No. 5. The Eagles
are 4-3 so far on the season, and they are coming off of a mid-week loss to the University of
Connecticut, in which ex-Eagle Evan Richardson
scored the game winner. Boston University is 4-1
on the season, its only loss coming last weekend
to fellow Hockey East foe Providence College.
The meeting on Friday is the first of two for the
rivals, the second coming in January.

Friday, 8 p.m., Conte Forum

The true rivalries are reciprocated
MARLY MORGUS

GRAHAM BECK

/
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BC considers Syracuse its main rival in basketball, but the Eagles are often outmatched.

Once again, my column spot has come
into rotation, and all I have on my mind
is some good, old fashioned hate. About a
month ago, I published a metric to consult
when considering one’s level of hatred
toward any given football program in the
ACC. This week, however, my reflection on
hatred is inspired not by my personal heated
feelings, but rather by generally accepted
distastes and the event that is going down in
Conte Forum on Friday.
It will be one of the biggest nights of the
year for the Boston College men’s hockey
team. In case your midterm schedule has
meant that you haven’t left Bapst and/or
connected to the Internet and/or talked to
a soul for the last month, you should know
that BC is playing Boston University on
Friday night in what is probably about the
1000th meeting between the two programs.
Needless to say, it’s a rivalry—a heated
one with tons of history that is made even
more intense by the geographical proximity of the schools—but it may in fact be the
only rivalry that BC engages in that has any
relevance.
Hear me out. In the big revenue sports,
it’s pretty easy to nail down a program that
is thought of as the big rival but, in my
opinion, some of these so-called grudges are
undeserving of their statuses as rivalries.
First on my list ofunfounded rivalries
is the one between BC and Notre Dame,
which is primarily centered around football,
but also trickles down into non-revenue
sports as well as into hockey and basketball
(though it is outshone by others in both of
those cases).
I think this rivalry is stupid. Maybe it’s
because I’m not Irish, and I’m a bad Catholic, and I had pretty much no awareness of
BC or Notre Dame before I got here apart
from the viewing ofRudy in my seventh
grade health class, but I don’t really get it. To

me, there’s nothing worse than a one-sided
rivalry, wherein one school makes it a huge
deal, counting down the days until its “rival”
comes to town so that fans can verbally
spar with them and be generally rude in
the beautiful way that only a rivalry allows.
There’s a huge problem, though, when only
one of the schools is interested in the rivalry.
You’re pretty much throwing your insults at
a brick wall as Notre Dame ignores you and
makes obscene gestures at USC.
In football, at least in this era, Notre
Dame has no reason to weigh the game
against BC any more than the other games
on its schedule. The Eagles’ mediocre-ona-good-day status that was the flavor of
the Spaziani era has rendered BC football
insignificant in the eyes of Notre Dame.
Sure, there’s history between the two,
but there’s also something wrong with considering your main football rival a team that,
one, you don’t play every year, and two, you
get flattened by each time you meet.
BC needs to step back and take an ACC
rival. Sure, NotreDame has its tentative
status as not-quite-ACC for football, but
having a rival within the conference that is a
bit more evenly matched would be far more
appropriate.

My suggestion? Virginia Tech. It’s a
program that, much like BC, had a strong
streak in the mid-to-late 2000s, but has
since fallen. As both teams fight back toward national relevance, the series between
the two at 3-2 VT since 2010 after the
Eagles’ win on Saturday, they are in similar
places in their programs that would make a
rivalry interesting and exciting, rather than
consistently one-sided.
Moving on to basketball, the rivalry has
something going for it in that the teams face
off consistently every year, but once again,
as BC engages with Syracuse, there’s the
huge issue in that the BC game is far from
the biggest game of the yearfor the Orange.
It’s a powerhouse program, while BC is, to
say it kindly, rebuilding.

Syracuse has Duke and UNC to worry
about, and to the Orange, a BC game is a
throwaway. Even though BC pulled off a win
last year, it was unable to sustain any sort of
success thereafter, thus suggesting that the
upset was a fluke and not enough to make
Syracuse actually consider BC a threat.
Once again, the Eagles need an ACC
rival who will actually engage with them,
making it a more legitimate grudge match.
My vote would be for Wake Forest—another
team that, lest I repeat myself, has a history
of being decent, just as BC does, but needs
to climb back into the ranks just as the
Eagles do.
Hockey is where a BC rivalry strikes
gold. BC vs. BU has it all. They’re two
of the most respected programs in the
country, often meeting each other as
ranked opponents, and the games are
highly contested. They live literally on top
of each other—there’s
no escaping each
other’s fans as they flood the Green Line,
and they both have such a strong tradition of excellence—BU has five national
championships to match BC’s—that when
they meet, every game counts, despite the
fact that hockey teams play more than 30
games per year.
On Friday night, when students who
are Gold Pass point poor start lining up
outside Conte and players prepare for what
is sure to be a hard-fought game, they will
be engaging in a rivalry that actually matters
because the hard feelings are reciprocated
from just down Comm. Ave.
One-sided disdain is irrelevant—it’s
when it starts getting thrown back in the
other direction that the rivalry heats up,
and that’s exactly what can be expected on
Friday when what is sure to be a physical,
intense game chronicles yet another chapter
in BC’s great rivalry.

Marly Morgus is the Assoc. Sports Editorfor The Heights. She can be reached
at sports@bcheights.com

Young phenoms
power both BC and BU
1

From Column, B

the other hand, will be tasked with ripping
out the heart of the Terriers, guiding the

Eagles’ defensive corps against the nation’s
leader in points per game. With partner-incrime Steve Santini out for much of 2014
following wrist surgery and captain Mike
Matheson continuing to show frequent
lapses in his game, Hanifin will be asked
to step up when he’s on the ice, making an
even bigger impact than usual.
In hockey, more so than in other
sports, a top prospective talent generally
skips college and goes straight to the junior
hockey leagues of Canada. There, he is developed and groomed for the professional
game, focusing on nothing but his sport
during the year. BC fans experienced this
when 2014 commit Sonny Milano bolted
before the start of the season to sign a pro
contract with the Columbus Blue Jackets.
Occasionally, though, big-time players
like Hanifin and Eichel come along with the
promise of contribution the second they set
foot on the ice. These types of players, guys
who are essentially guaranteed—barring a
disastrous season—to be picked in the top

SCOREBOARD

10 next year, do not appear often. It is even
more rare for the two best (and youngest)
American prospects at the time to attend
rival institutions just miles away from each
other in the hotbed of collegiate ice hockey.
While this hasn’t occurred frequently in the
past, it might be a sign of things to come.
No longer does a player have to “learn
the ropes” for a year or two before becoming a featured piece of his team. Gone are
the days in which freshmen ride the pine
while upperclassmen do all of the work.
Not only are Eichel and Hanifin receiving
major minutes on their top-five ranked
teams, but they are the keys to their respective units, the motors that keep everything
running.
The changing of the guard at BC and
BU proves the Year of the Freshman Phenom is upon us. The young guns are here,
and they’re showing that they can hang
with the older boys. They’ll determine the
victor this Friday night—and beyond.

Torn Devoto is a staff writer for The
Heights. He can be reached at sports@
bcheights.com
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Noah Hanifin and Jack Eichel, two freshmen leading their respective hockey programs into new eras, will battle on Friday.
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Ex-Eagle Richardson scores game-winner in UConn triumph
By

Arthur Bailin
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Staff

When the Boston College men’s
hockey schedule came out in early September, one game that stood out —not
for its intrigue in terms of competition,
but in terms of timing—was the game
against the University of Connecticut
scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 5.
A game set for midweek —a rarity in
college hockey—it fell in between a road
trip to the University of Denver and that
fabled rivalry matchup against Boston
University. Essentially, it had all of the
markings of a trap game.
When the game was played out on
the ice, prophecy turned into reality, as
the Eagles were stunned by the UConn
Huskies 1-0 in front of a raucous and

Freshmen to
lead BC and
BU on the ice

apparently sold-out crowd at XL Center
in Hartford, Conn.
The Eagles were doomed by their
inability to get any offense of significant consequence going. After UConn
scored the game’s first and only goal
early in the first period, the Huskies
were content playing a defensiveminded game for the duration of the
evening.
After Evan Richardson —who transferred, incidentally, from BC this
summer—scored,
the Huskies shut
down passing lanes with surgeon-like
precision.

The Eagles couldn’t move the puck
efficiently when in the Huskies offensive
zone, and UConn stymied an Eagles
team that, save for one game against
Colorado College, has had trouble

scoring.

The issues manifested, as the Eagles
were shut out for the first time in 103
games, ending the nation’s longest
streak.
That streak did not end without
a little help from UConn goaltender
Rob Nichols, who turned aside 35 BC
shots. The sophomore, helped by a
strong effort by the skaters in front of
him, seemingly had an answer for the
Eagles all night.
From the beginning of the game,
where the Huskies were outshooting
the Eagles 7-2 at the media timeout, to
the end of the game, when a previously
asleep Eagles offense bombarded the
net in a last-ditch effort, Nichols was a
brick wall the entire way.
Yet, even with Nichols imitating a

rock in net, and even with the strong
defensive play by UConn, the most
damaging component to the game on
Wednesday night was the continuation of the BC power play woes. Fans
who took time from their Halloween
weekend to check out the games against
Denver may recall the BC power play
being less than spectacular. The Saturday night game, in fact, saw BC go
0-for-8 on the power play.
It did not get any better on Wednesday. The Eagles went 0-for-6 on the
power play, extending their scoreless
streak to an abysmal 0-for-14.
The Eagles did not help matters,
though, when it came to their own discipline. BC ended three different manadvantages with penalties of its own.
Richardson scored his goal on the

power play, but the other penalties
never really came back to bite the
Eagles, on the scoreboard, at least. Losing solid offensive advantages, however,
never helps a team already struggling
for offense.
What now, then, with this team? BC
has had offensive woes abound, not to
mention massive struggles on the power
play. The one upside has been Thatcher
Demko, but even a goalie who is playing
as well as Demko has can’t carry a team
that has struggled this much.
The Eagles have one day, Thursday,
to prepare for the Jack Eichel show
coming into town on Friday when the
Terriers visit Conte Forum.
Eagles fans are praying that, despite
the short rest and the obvious flaws, one
day is enough. ¦

RUNNING TOWARD RECOGNITION

Tom DeVoto

EMILY FAHEY / HEIGHTS EDITOR
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Boston University forward Jack Eichel
gathers the puck calmly in his defensive
zone on an October evening in UMass
Amherst’s Mullins Center.
He finds an open teammate with a
quick pass along the back line, and then
turns on the jets. With as powerful a stride
as one will see from a college hockey
player, Eichel sneaks past the first line of
defense, swings out wide, and cuts back to
the middle to receive the puck again. He
nudges the disc away from his body, and
before UMass goaltender Steve Mastalerz
can blink, snaps the back of the net with
a howling shot. He would finish the game
with two goals, two assists, and a plus-five
rating.
Across town from Terrier territory,
Boston College defenseman Noah Hanifin
is busy preparing to lock down superstars
like Eichel. With his menacing 6-foot-3,
205-pound frame, Hanifin usually matches
up with the top scoring line on the opposing team, and he usually has his way
with them. A plus-two thus far in the 2014
campaign, Hanifin is calm, cool, and collected on the ice, even when facing players
up to five years his senior. The offensively
inclined blueliner has the puck-handling
skills of a forward, combined with the
backchecking ability of a stay-at-home
defenseman. The freshman shows poise
usually reserved for veterans, approaching even the grandest of stages like a daily
practice session.
The Eagles and the Terriers have been
trading blows since 1918, facing off 265
times since that first fateful showdown.
Many of college hockey’s legends have
partaken in the Green Line rivalry, with
the two teams trading eras of dominance.
Considering that the BC-BU rivalry is so
rich with history and tradition, it’s a wonder that the success of each squad this year
falls on players who couldn’t legallybuy
tobacco products at the start of the season.
Eichel, despite his age and inexperience, is BU’s heart and soul. He is the driving force behind a team that is currently
having its best start since 2001 —incredibly,
he was just a toddler back then. A consensus top-five overall pick in next year’s
NHL Entry Draft, Eichel was dubbed the
“new face of American hockey” based on
his performance in the U-20 World Junior
Championships for the U.S. Hanifin, on

Murphy’s strong offensive performances
lead Eagles into matchup with Cardinals

GARRY JONES / AP PHOTO

Louisville’s hot and cold defense to be
put to the challenge in Chestnut Hill
Michael Sullivan

By Tommy Meloro

By

Heights Staff

Heights

A sea of maroon and gold, accessorized with thousands of red bandannas,
engulfed the field the last time the Boston College Eagles had a home night game.
Afterward, the victory over the USC Trojans was widely expected to be a lone
bright spot in a tough year for the rebuilding Eagles. Head coach Steve Addazio
has repeatedly acknowledged that his team is very thin, and that it will likely take
him three yearsto build up the depthhe thinks is necessary to compete in the ACC.
And yet, eight weeks later, BC is already bowl eligible with three games remaining
on the schedule, having earned another chance in the national spotlight as it faces
the Louisville Cardinals at Alumni Stadium.
With the losses of Andre Williams, Chase Rettig, and Alex Amidon, the predominant question on the minds of BC fans was, “Where’s the offense going to
come from?” Thus far, those fears have proved unfounded, as numerous Eagles have
stepped up to contribute in a huge way. The Eagles have actually improved on offense,
up from 94th in yards per game at 367 to 68th in yards per game at 407.
In nine games, Tyler Murphy has rushed for 965 yards, leading the team and
making him BC’s career-leadingrusher as a quarterback. Murphy has also completed
94 passes for 1,144yards to 12 differentreceivers, and he has been able to work both
the play action pass and the read-optionoffense with deadly results at times. Along
with Murphy, the additions ofright tackle lan Silberman and wide receiver Shakim
Phillips have helped relieve the loss of personnelas Addazio fills out his roster over
several recruiting classes.
The offense faces a tough task going up against a Louisville team that ranks
third nationally against the run and sixth overall, though. Murphy knows what the
team is up against.
“It seems like I say the same stuff everyweek,” Murphy joked, “but we’re gonna
have to take some shots, open them up a little bit, and kinda get ’em on their heels

In the days before the iPod—the
dreaded early 2000s —a kid needed to
beg and plead to wrest away control of the car radio. Parents can agree,
however, that in the off-chance their child won that gruesome battle, they
could not help but jam out to the same songs their kids loved. Whether the
whole family rocked with Bowling for Soup, swooned over Dream Street, or
danced along to Cheetah Girls, bubblegum pop, boy bands, and angsty rock
dominated the generation.
Nowadays, those kids have become college students with their own car
alternative,
radios. Despite mass changes in popular music today—EDM,
and dubstep control the airwaves—some tunes still bring them back to those
simpler days. Guys still get their game on and go play like Smash Mouth
taught them, girls dream about being Jesse McCartney’s “Beautiful Girl,”
and so on.
No song took over the kids’ hearts quite like Avril Lavigne’s rock anthem
“Sl<Ber Boi” did in the summer of 2002. For the few who may not remember, a
girl looks past a boy in baggy clothes, only to want him back whenhe becomes
a famous rock star five years down the road, to no avail. In her song, Lavigne
teaches a valuable lesson: looks can be very deceiving.
This season, the Louisville Cardinals have deceived voters and fans. In their
yearlong dance around the back end of the AP Top 25 —topping out at No.
21—the Cardinals have built their reputation on the backs of a strong defense,
ranked eighth in the country in scoring at 17.7 points given up per game. But,
taking a closer look at their schedule will give a completely different story.
This Saturday evening at Alumni Stadium in Chestnut Hill, Mass., the
Cardinals (6-3, 4-3) will attempt to figure out which story holds true against
the Boston College Eagles (6-3, 3-2).

See Football, A6

See Louisville, A6
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John Wiley
The revolution will not be televised,
but there are plenty of other places you can
find it. A rising class of amateur photographers, videographers, snaptographers,
twitterographers—okay, namely people with
phones—have challenged much of what we
know to be Boston College. New technology redefines how we walk to class, how we
run around the reservoir, how we travel into
the city. It’s overturning the way we spend
our weekends, how we eat our meals, how
we interact with our neighbors’ dogs, and
yeah, whatever else it is we do all day. I don’t
particularly care at this point.
The revolution is upon us, and it’s overwhelmingly boring.
Approximately 1.8 billion images are
shared over the Internet each day, according to a 2014 I<PCB report. Ask the
Internet how many of those images we
interact with each day, and no one can really figure out the right number. Available
studies report the figure to be around 500
to 20,000 (I guess it really depends on who
you sample here), with the most repeated
number being 5,000. While this is the
number most often published, the trouble
with demanding any semblance of exactitude with such projections is that they’re
building anew ballpark every year.
Two decades ago, the Internet was barely public, with computers at the time not
even equipped to handle the quality of imaging you can get from a smartphone now.
This massive proliferation of images—and
the networks ofpeople that create them—is
one of the most impressive technological
advances in human history.
Ehh.
According to the aforementioned (potentially reckless, and by nomeans precise)
projections, we can consume more images

in a day than we do calories, and there’s
nothing special about it. If a picture was
actually worth a thousand words, we’d be
the most literate generation ever to exist,
but we’re not. For most of the problems in
the world, photos are increasingly useless.
One Google search away from whatever
reality you want to see, it’s hard to be
moved by much.
Have movies improved? I check rottentomatoes.com —doesn’t
especially look
like it. How about photography itself? I
think for a second, look around the room,
observe well over a hundred examples of
images around me. I am not especially sure
how you would judge quality, however,
and resolve that it’s rather the quantity that
demonstrably improved.
The more I think about it, the hungrier
I become. I get up and pick up a snack, sit
back down, and mentally prepare myself
to figure out what the people want to hear
about the media revolution. I scroll through
Facebook, checking what my friends are up
to —wondering what I’m going to tell them
about the meaning of all this. I am ready to
enlighten them about the world they live in,
explaining precisely why they think the way
they think, why they live by photos, why
they can’t escape this media culture.
Then, I start thinking maybe it doesn’t
mean much at all.
The “media revolution”—as I somewhat
ingenuously declared it before—is best
characterized by a feeling of indifference, a
belief our lives might be changing, but not
all too much. It’s something that perhaps
was a bit shocking to Grandma at first—but
then she got a Facebook account, and across
all generations,it feels virtually normal now.
It happened, it is, and it will be for
some time. As far as I’m concerned, we’re
about ready to move past it. The next big
thing need not be another social network,
goofy fisheye camera, or smartphone app.
We’re about tapped out when it comes
to construction uses of “new media,” and
would be best to acknowledge “new media”
is old media. Despite however much of our
generation has allegedly advanced because
of the Internet, we still haven’t fixed the
social issues present in the mid ’9os—we’ve
simply spent 20 years avoiding them.
The ballpark’s moving everyyear. We
can consume more images in a day than
calories. A rising class of amateur photographers, videographers, snaptographers,
twitterographers—okay, I’m over it.

John Wiley is the Arts £3 Review
Editorfor The Heights. He can be
reached at arts@bcheights.com.
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BC 360, a pilot program initiated by the Office of News and Public Affairs, allows students to have a more active role in shaping BC’s image on social media outlets.

Social media endeavor gives ‘360’ view of campus life
By Arielle Cedeno
Heights Editor

There are 42,000 followers on
Instagram. 43,600 followers on Twitter. 93,000 likes on Facebook. By the
numbers, Boston College’s social media
presence is hard to ignore. Kathleen
Fahy, A&S ’l5, and Melissa Beecher,
social media manager at the Office of
News and Public Affairs, took note.
Looking at this burgeoning network
of followers, the two saw potential
for enhancement. The University’s
social media presence was among
the strongest in the country, and yet,
these channels were characterized by
absence —the student perspective was
almost altogether lacking in how the
school projected itself. And so, BC 360
was created.
BC 360 is the latest social media
endeavor of the Office of News and
Public Affairs, the idea a collaboration
between Beecher and Fahy.
“Melissa and I started talking about
social media on campus, and ways to
better it,” Fahy said. “She liked to hear
student perspeca student voice—a
tive —so we got to talking about putting
more of that into BC’s social media,
trying to better cater it to the audience that it’s targeting —students
and
young people. It kind of just developed
organically.”
The pilot program seeks to heighten
student participation in BC’s social media channels, compiling content under
the hashtag “8C360,” on Instagram,
Twitter, and social media platforms.
This content is curated weekly by nine
student social media fellows—talented
photographers, writers, and videographers—from a range of interests, grade
levels, and campus involvement. “Their
work this semester with us is to both
produce photos and to give insight
into the student life experience—to be
ambassadors of campus life,” Beecher
said.
By curating content from students,
the University aims to make its social
media outlets more accessible and
relevant to a younger audience. It’s an
effort to flip theolder model, which told
stories of student life from the limited
perspective of the administrator. “The

idea ofBC 360 is that it is a 360-degree
view of Boston College—content that’s
from the inside,” Fahy said. “It’s content
that’s student-driven, giving incoming
students and current students a look
at BC in the everyday—more
day-inthe-life of a student, rather than an
administrative standpoint.”
“As connected as [administrators]
are to students on social media, we
aren’t students—we’re
very mindful
of that,” Beecher said. “The student
experience is very different than the
administrative experience, and the
fellows are a way to really highlight
student life at Boston College through
their own eyes.”
In addition to curating content, the
social media fellows also provide feedback to the Office of News and Public
Affairs on the ever-changing dynamics
of social media—which outlets to use,
and which not to use. “Social media is
evolving so fast and channels that were
really popular three years ago aren’t
necessarily the vehicle that students are
most interested in right now,” Beecher
said, noting the rise of Instagram and
Snapchat. “We asked our social media
fellows: ‘What do you think of the
university in this space? Is it something
that you would engage with —should
we be here?”’
The program is designed so that
the fellows help inform its expansion,
choosing which platforms the University adopt to best stay relevant to its
audiences.
Considerations of audience heavily
informed the design ofBC 360, with the
insights ofBC 360 now helping to shape
the University’s social media dynamic
outside project. Patricia Delaney, deputy director of the Office of News and
Public Affairs, noted the potential that
social media has in connecting more
than just currently students —but also
prospective students, alumni, parents,
and families.
“We see social media not only as
a way to tell BC’s story as it evolves,
but also to keep audiences connected
no matter where they are,” Delaney
said. “It’s wonderful that —during
a
sporting event or during the first flight
procession, for example—alumni feel as
though they are experiencing the event

in real time, which is something that
didn’t happen before social media.”
Beecher emphasizes the project at
its heart as being a creative endeavor
between the administration and the
students. The aim of BC 360 is to
establish an image of BC on social
media that is not too curated. It’s about
imagining ways to get a better glimpse
of student life, beyond the carefully
calculated images that social media
platforms often elicit.
“I want us to always portray the vibrancy of this campus —the excellence
that our students, our faculty, our staff
are always producing, are always striving for,” Beecher said. “The vibrancy
of campus life, the fun that happens
here—sometimes that can get lost in a
lot of the messaging, or materials, when
you’re looking at an institution.”
When deciding what to post on
these social media platforms, the social
media fellows are given full decision
rights on what content is published. The
goal is to organically generate content

and produce images that capture the
day-to-day. There’s a certain authenticity that the title “BC 360” implies, and
the social media fellows hope to reflect
that in the content they choose.
“It’s important to emphasize that
it’s not just about portraying a certain
image of BC,” Fahy said. “Instagram
is an app where you take pictures of
beautiful things, and there are a lot
of beautiful things that happen at
activities, the events, the
BC —the
not just about capturing
energy —it’s
Gasson on any given day. The life of a
student is a beautiful thing.”
“I think the most powerful thing
that the fellows are doing is showing
what it’s like to be a student—whether
that be studying in a library, or taking
a picture of an interesting cup ofcoffee—it’s
a different perspective that
only a student can capture,” Beecher
said. “And I have appreciated those
moments because it’s something that
we, as administration, shouldn’t be doing: only a student can do that.” ¦

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The BC 360 content is curated by nine student social media fellows, shown above.
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Predicting the
next Spotify
break-ups

Michelle Tomassi
It goes without saying that Taylor
Swift has ended her fair share of relation-

PHOTO COURTESY OF NBC

In his latest ‘SNL’ monologue, Chris Rock created controversywith jokes about the Boston Marathon and Sept. 11, raising questions about whether comedy can be used to recover from tragedy.

How soon is too soon? SNL pushing the limits
GRACE GODVIN
In his opening monologue ofSNL on
Saturday, Chris Rock did what he does
best: stirring up controversy and pushing
the limits of comedy—but this time, with
jokes on the Boston Marathon Bombing.
“Just think about it, 26 miles is a long drive,”
said Rock on Saturday “People jogging for
26 miles, theirknees are hurting ... you’ve
been training for a year, you finally get
to the finish line, and somebody screams
‘RUN!’”
In the same monologue, Rock joked
about Sept. 11, making jabs at Freedom
Tower, which opened on Ground Zero
Monday. “They should change the name to
from the Freedom Tower to the Never-Going-In-There Tower, 'cause Fm never going
in there,” he said. “What are they thinking?
Who’s the corporate sponsor? Target?"
To many here in Boston and for those
in New York, it’s hard to hear a joke about

those tragic days without a feeling incredible sadness, or at least reservation. In his
monologue, Rock became one of the first
comedians to jokepublicly about the Boston
attack. In doing so, he put himself at the
forefrontof controversy, raising the question: how early is too early? Will we ever
be able to joke about these events without
offending anyone?
Rock is no stranger to controversy His
stand-up in the past has included jokes
varying from topics such as racism, domestic abuse, AIDS, slavery, and abortion—and
the list hardly ends there.Almost 20 years
ago, he actually was fired from SNL for
causing so much trouble.
The question “how soon is too soon?”
will have a different answer for everyone.
Imagining being a mother of one of the
victims of these tragedies and watching last
Saturday’s episode changes the perspective.
Jokes about terrorism can arguably never be
funny, certainly not for those closest to the
events.

Many critics will praise Rock for pushing
the envelope with his humor. If we can’t joke
about terrorism, they claim, the terrorists
win. Controversy is what comedians thrive
off of. From Aziz Ansari to David Letterman, there is not a successful comedian out
there today who does not use shock comedy
from time to time. And if comedians can
joke about atrocities such as rape or racism,
is that all that differentfrom terrorism?
Rock knew that he would face criticism
for his monologue, and at one point even
says, “Hey, I’m not joking about 9/11.” Yet
it’s hard to believe him—only moments before he was cracked a joke on the Freedom
Tower corporate sponsorship, the punchline
“Target.”
But it comes down to this: comedians
are the ones who allow us to recover from
tragedy. My grandmother can still point to
the first person who made her laugh after
my grandfather died. The return of shows
like The Tonight Show and Late Night with
David Letterman made return to life after

of comedy

Sept. 11 easier, and while humor frequently
gets us into problems, it also takes us away
from others. Being able to laugh after tragedy is vital to recovery.
Itis the job of a comic to push the line.
His or her job is to confront societal issues,
challenge authorities, and probe audiences
to tease out just why we keep from talking
about certain issues. Living in a city like
Boston—where the sense ofpride is so
strong —it isn’t easy to see such a devastating moment in our history turned into the
punch line of a joke. But that is not what
Rock did. He didn’t make fun of the victims
or praise the terrorists. He praised the
runners for their dedication and the “good
people ofBoston” for bouncing back. He
recognized the integrity of the event, and,
like a good comedian, his jokes encouraged
us to get back up and running.

Grace Godvin is a staff writer for The
Heights. She can be reached at arts@

bcheights.com.
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1. ANDREW MCMAHON IN THE
WILDERNESS CONCERT
(SUNDAY 11/9, 6:30 P.M.)
Piano rocker Andrew McMahon—known for being the frontman of both Something Corporate
and Jack’s Mannequin—is setting up camp in the
House of Blues this Sunday to promote the first
album under his latest moniker. Tickets start at
$36.75 through Ticketmaster.

2. BOSTON COLLEGE SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA
(SUNDAY 11/9, 8 P.M.)

/

THE SIGNAL

4. FREE DUNKIN’ DONUTS
(THURSDAY 11/6, 7 A.M.)

7. ICA FIRST FRIDAYS
(FRIDAY 11/7, 5 P.M.)

It’ll be early, but you “donut” want to miss this: the
Dunkin’ Donuts at 235 Washington St. in Boston
is giving awayfree Croissant Donuts in honor of
the company’s introduction of the hybrid pastry.
You’ll have to act fast to get these “cronuts,” as
supplies are limited to the first 500 guests.

Get tangled up in the Institute of Contemporary
Art’s new fiber sculpture exhibit, Hooked and
Twisted, during this month’s special First Fridays
event. The evening will include a “Yarn Bomb
Scavenger Hunt,” a mixed media craft session,
spotlight talks, and music by DJ Stenny. The event
is 21-plus. Admission is free, but reservations
are encouraged.

5. FROM MIND TO MIC
(THURSDAY 11/6, 6:30 P.M.)

8. NICK OFFERMAN
(FRIDAY 11/7, 7:30 P.M.

The BCSO will be performing its annual fall concert this Sunday in Gasson 100, featuring pieces
from Handel, Mendelssohn, and Beethoven. Presented by the BC music department, the concert
will take place in Gasson 100. Admission is free.

Boston College’s Asian Caucus is hosting its
10th annual From Mind To Mic event in the Rat,
featuring YouTube singer-songwriter sensation
Joseph Vincent, campus indie rock band Juice, as
well as the a cappella group Against the Current.
Free student tickets for the concert are available
through Robsham.

3. FANTASY FOOTBALL COMEDY
HOUR
(SATURDAY 11/8, 11 P.M.)

6. HASSLEFEST 6: BOSTON’S
UNDERGROUND MUSIC FESTIVAL
(FRIDAY 11/7 TO SATURDAY 11/8)

9. SEAVERS EXPRESS CONCERT
(SATURDAY 11/8, 5:30 P.M.)

Sunday football just got a lot funnier, thanks to the
jokesters at Improvßoston. The comedy troupe is
taking the field with their fantasy football-themed
improv show, just hours before Sunday kickoff.
Tickets are $lO and can be purchased through
Eventbrite.

It may be a hassle to get to Somerville, but this
weekend-long underground music festival promises
to be worth your while. Hasslefest will feature a lineup of over 40 local and national musical acts, with
tickets starting at $17 per day. See bostonhasslefest.
com for more information.

Get on board with Seavers Express this Saturday
night. The band will be performing in the Superfan Zone for about 75 minutes before the Boston
College vs. University of Louisville football game
at Alumni Stadium. The show is free, but a Gold
Pass is required for entrance.

&

10 P.M.)

Just because Nick Offerman won’t be appearing
at the Wilbur Theatre this Friday as Ron Swanson
from Parks and Recreation does not mean you
should brush his “Full Bush” stand up routine
aside. Tickets for the comedy show start at $41.70
through Ticketmaster.

ships, but none of them have been so
adamant about getting back together as
Spotify has been. After Swift pulled all
of her music from the popular streaming service, Spotify just could not let her
go —or,

at the very least, resolve their

issues in private. No, Spotify went and
wrote the Internet equivalent of “take me
back” letters, launching a social media
campaign using the hashtag #justsayyes
and appropriating some of her lyrics
to encourage the singer to reconsider
her decision. Given Swift’s record with
relationships, something tells me that
she will not be backing down anytime
soon—leaving Spotify single and Swiftless for the time being.
But that’s just it—Spotify is not alone,
it
as has plenty of other artists to sustain
itself and its users. According to Spotify’s
list of top-25 artists under 25, which was
released this summer, Swift is number
five—surpassed by One Direction, Miley
Cyrus, Lorde, and Avicii at number one.
When I reviewed this list again, I couldn’t
help but wonder—will others follow suit?
Is Swift an anomaly in this quest to keep
record sales thriving, despite the fact that
we live in a digital age? Part of me doesn’t
think that she’s alone in her sentiments,
but most artists have just succumbed to
the fact that their music is out there online—and if fans can’t get it from Spotify,
they’ll find it elsewhere.
Maybe, just maybe, Swift will spark a
revolt of sorts among these young artists.
Perhaps the other four artists who make
up the top five under 25 will suddenly
give Spotify the break-up call, truly leaving it devastated and alone. But don’t
worry, Spotify. In the event that your
other closest relationships also give you
the reject, here are some more “take me
back” replies, so you can win them back
with no problem.
@onedirection You’re insecure. Don’t
know what for. You’re turning heads, and
fans just want more. @onedirection And
yeah we’re waiting on ya, we’re waiting on
ya. Come on and let us bring you back,
(gonedirection Yeah, we’ll keep doing
what we do, just pretending that we’re
cool, but we’re not. We’ll go crazy, crazy,
crazy 'til we’ve finally won. I know you
have regrets, so just return our love. @
onedirection And we danced all night to
the best song ever. We knew every line,
now we can’t remember how it goes, but
we know, that you’ll reconsider.
@MileyCyrus We probably shouldn’t
say this, but at times we get so scared.
When we think about the previous
relationship we’ve shared. @MileyCyrus
Now we can’t stop. And we won’t stop.
Can’t you see it’s we who own the right?
Can’t you see it’s we who raise the hype?
@MileyCyrus Don’t you ever say you’ll
just walk away, We will always want you.
We never meant to start a war. We just

wanted you to let us in.
@lordemusic And we’ll always be
loyals (loyals). It just runs in our blood.
Those kind of bucks just ain’t for us. We
crave a different kind of buzz, (glordemusic We’re used in cities you’ll never see
on screen. We’re very busy, and we sure
know how to run things. And you know,
we’re on each other’s team, (glordemusic
So let’s go down to the legal court and
talk it up like yeah, yeah.
@Avicii We didn’t know that the
journey would end, but we know where
to start (again). Cause we’re a space made
for everyone, And you must realize.
There’s nothing in this world we wouldn’t
do.
Okay, maybe these fake tweets are
verging on the realm of desperation.
Maybe Spotify is nowhere near being
forced to reconsider its relationship with
artists that release their music on the
service. But if Swift manages to resist
Spotify's wooing attempts, who knows if
other young artists will start to think that
they’ve been cheated, too?

Michelle Tomassi is the Asst. Arts £3
Review Editorfor The Heights. She can
be reached at arts@bcheights.com.
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Dylan’s creative process unburied in ‘The Basement Tapes’
Heights Senior Staff

country and folk covers, from Johnny
Cash’s “Folsom Prison Blues” to
the traditional Irish tune “The Auld

Of all the twists and turns that
have marked Bob Dylan’s career, few
were so dramatic as his motorcycle
accident in June 1966—an event that
nearly killed him and put a sudden
halt to a career lived and scrutinized
on the world stage. Retreating from
public view to recuperate and spend
time with his family, Dylan also returned to his musical roots, gathering
with his band to play impromptu sessions in theirbasement at Woodstock.
The huge volume of music recorded
in that basement was never meant to
be officiallyreleased, but it circulated
among bootleggers for years before
The Band released a heavily edited,
two-album version in 1975.
Nearly five decades after the
original recordings, the gatekeepers
at Sony have finally unleashed the
floodgates. The result is the 138-track,
six-disc collection The Basement
Tapes Complete, along with a more
digestible two-disc version.
The Basement Tapes have often
been revered by Dylanologists as a
kind of sacred object, but that attitude belies the quality of the music
itself, which is loose and ragged and
improvisatory. The early tracks find
the band dipping their toes musically, jamming out with unrehearsed

Triangle.”
To say that these performances
are unpolished is an understatement. That is both the appeal and
the limitation of the raw Basement
Tapes: it offers the chance to hear
the raw creative process at work, to
be a fly on the-wall in a session where
good ideas and bad ideas are bandied
about indiscriminately, a place where
nascent masterpieces and tossed-off
jokes exist side by side.
On the masterpiece side we have
established classics like “Tears of
Rage,” a wrenching ballad offatherly
grief, or “I Shall Be Released,” Dylans
Gospel-tinged anthem of freedom.
Such tracks have long been available,
but here multiple versions are presented, and their spare quality makes
them all the more powerful. The lyrics
to these songs are direct and pleading—a betrayed father addressing
his daughter and a prisoneryearning
for freedom—and the stripped-down
versions cut deep.
The same is true of “Sign on the
Cross” and “I’m Not There,” two of
the sessions’ longest and most beguiling tracks. “Sign on the Cross” is
a seven-minute spiritual, anchored
by a reverent organ part and beginning with a gentle whisper of a vocal,

By

Sean Keeley

which later soars into ecstatic fervor
and thensettles into a talking sermon.
The song is a revelation, showing off
the many modalities ofDylan’s voice
and making his Gospel influences
clear. "I’m Not There” is the ultimate
diamond in the rough, a song where
Dylan’s impassionedvocal utterly sells
the uncertain emotion at its center.
“No, I don’t belong to her, I don’t
belong to anyone / She’s my Christforsaken angel but she don’t hear me
cry’ Dylan sings in a circular and curiously abstract song about self-doubt
and powerlessness.
Most of The Basement Tapes,

though, takes itself a lot less seriously
than those two tracks. The album
is full of silly blues and rock songs,
rife with weird turns of phrase,
populated by characters named Silly
Nelly and Quinn the Eskimo. The
constant, playful experimentationof
these songs are what make them so
charming, even as they pay tribute
to the countless musical traditions to
which they are indebted. Dylan and
the Band leave no stone unturned in
their exploration of American musical traditions: folk, rock, country,
blues, and gospel are all accounted for
here, blending together in a seamless

musical mixture and adding up to a
portrait of what Greil Marcus calls
the “old, weird America.”
When The Basement Tapes first
circulated, at a time when the music
industry was obsessed with psychedelia and concept albums, the music
surely seemed like a throwback tothat
old, weird America, and to a time of
more authentic musical traditions.
Fiftyyears later, this endlesslyrewarding collection feels not so much like a
conscious throwback as a part ofthat
era itself—a set of songs that have
improbably cemented their status as a
classic, and have become timeless. ¦

THE BASEMENTTAPES COMPLETE
808 DYLAN
PRODUCED BY
COLUMBIA RECORDS
RELEASED
NOV. 4, 2014
OUR RATING

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLUMBIA RECORDS

‘The Basement Tapes’ seriesfeatures both complete and unfinished tracks, giving listeners a look into Dylan’s artistry.

‘Motion’ finds Calvin Harris sticking to the same old moves
Eileen Kao
For the Heights
By

The phrase “when I met you
probably started
cycling in thoughts well before the
maddening heat of summer—this
lyric from Calvin Harris’s latespring hit “Summer” was the first
time many of us heard from the
EDM musician since the 2013 hit
“I Need Your Love,” and it certainly
in the summer”

won’t be the last. Although the
Scottish singer/DJ has been wildly
popular in the Ul< for some time
now, he’s grown into a household
name here in the U.S. more recently.
What many people do not know is
that Calvin Harris is actually the
stage name for Adam Richard Wiles
(which makes Harris just a little
more Scottish than we all first imagined). After heating up his summer,
Harris came out with anew album

this week. Motion has much of what
listeners already love or hate about
Harris at this point, and certainly a
lot of what listeners already know
of his music—his
usual electronic
beats make their way throughout
the record. The path Harris takes
with Motion is notably not a collection of great choices.
Harris chooses to collaborate
with several artists in his new
album, including Ellie Goulding,

MOTION
CALVIN HARRIS
PRODUCED BY
DECONSTRUCTION RECORDS
RELEASED
OCT. 31, 2014
OUR RATING

? ????

PHOTO COURTESYOF DECONSTRUCTION RECORDS

Scottish DJ Calvin Harris, known for his hit ‘Summer/ spins the same tired tricks on his fourth EDM-pop album, ‘Motion/

Firebeatz, Big Sean, and even Gwen
Stefani. These songs will likelybring
more listeners to the new album,
but the partnerships themselves
don’t work out too well. Covering
a wide variety of genres, these
featured artists do not necessarily
work very well with Harris’ electronic groove.
An example of collaboration
not working out in the best way is
“Overdrive,” a collaboration with
Turkish-Dutch DJ Ummet Ozcan.
Although the two work up a true
“hard” house feel to the song, their
execution is soft: the track’s attempts at dropping the beat follow
a generic pattern. Other songs that
struggle with this are “Burnin,” a
collaboration with Dutch DJ R3hab,
and “Open Wide” with Big Sean. If
some more thought was put into
differentiating these songs, Harris
could draw a bigger crowd to the
album. Most of therecord is Harris
going through the motions: clashing, loud beats being played dominate the sonic landscape, stealing
appeal from the actually content of
Harris’ songs.
There are some moments of
hope for the album. Some of its
songs actually take on distinctive
rhythm, moving them slightly up on
the totem from Harris’ usual tracks.

Harris’s collaborationwith California pop-rock trio Haim does have a
heavy dance feel to it, but the band’s
poppy vocals actually fit well with
the album’s electronic style.
London house trio All About
She joins forces with Harris for
“Love Now,” which, lyrically, also
keeps in the realm of dance—an
upbeat collaboration that proves
one of the more welcome features of
the album. “Summer” also makes its
way back to us with this album, but
overall, the record could use more
standouts to add to its appeal. Most
of the songs on Motion do not have
much meaning, and are designed to
simply be a pleasing collection of
sounds—there’s
some enjoyment
to be found in that.
Motion is not altogether a failure, but there are many things that
could use some work. Had Harris
decided to keep more closely to
his own style, the album could have
been better. By collaborating with
other singers, Harris surrenders
much of what makes him distinctive —for better or worse. He tries
to go “hard” and in the process
lets go of what makes him so great
at producing hits. This album is
seldom danceable, and its heavy
production makes it quite difficult
to enjoy. Hopefully his next album

Young’s ‘Story’ takes on both orchestral and acoustic folk tones
By

Phoebe Fico

For The Heights
When one thinks of Neil Young,
he or she probably thinks about the
long haired kid who wore a beat up
jacket and sang about the harvest
moon with his acoustic guitar.
Young challenges these conceptions with his new record. While
one might have thought that Young
could only make the kind of music
he made during the ’6os folk scene,
his new album, Storytone—which is
his second release in 2014—shows
that Young has a much more extensive understanding of musical
genres in his repertoire. He actually
pulls sounds from different times
and styles, which stretch back to
the beginning of North American
popular music itself.
All of the songs on the record
have two versions—both a solo and
orchestral version. This denotes
the different styles of music of each
song, but also tells thelistener about
the period of music it is taken from.
Young recorded the tracks on the
first disc in a solo setting—stripped
down the way hewould have done in
the '6os—and those on the second
disc with an orchestra and big band.
The juxtaposition between the two
styles makes the project as a whole
a deeply emotional and cohesive
experience for the listener.

SINGLE REVIEWS

The first song, “Plastic Flowers
(Orchestral)” is a striking opener. It
primarily uses light, flittering string
arrangements to recount a love
affair, where Young gives “plastic
flowers to Mother Nature’s daughter.” The song sounds like the sonic
personification of summer and the
brightness that the season brings to
the world. He creates an atmosphere
that the listener wants to live in
forever—a talent that Young has
perfected throughout his decades

long career.
In contrast, another orchestral
track, “Who Gonna Stand Up?”
has a sense of urgency and anxiety
created by its darker tones. This
serious musical ambiance matches
the lyrics, in which Young worries
about the the future health of the
planet, singing lines like “stop fracking now” and “who’s going to tear
down the plants?” With these two
songs, Young shows how he is able
to stretch the sounds of instruments
to opposite ends of the emotional
spectrum and elicit feelings and
memories from listeners like few
other artists can.
Young creates completely polar atmospheres through diverse
instrumentation. Such diversity of
sound is best exemplified on “I Want
to Drive My Car (Orchestral)” and
“Say Hello to Chicago (Orchestral).”
The former song starts off as a pure

rock song with driving guitar and
drums—which
would have been
kick ass enough on its own—but
in the second verse, it turns into a
ragtime piano-infused jam about
the independence ofbeing able to go
wherever you want, whenever you
want. The latter song, “Say Hello to
Chicago (Orchestral),” is a tribute
to the Chicago migration (in which
black blues musicians migrated to
Chicago, contributing to the genre’s
development). The track also mimics the style of that time with electric
guitar and a horn section that gives
the song a passion and a fever thatis
not often seen in today’s music.

Young’s lyrics are as sharp as
they have ever been here. In “Glimmer (Orchestral)” he recounts a lost
love. He sings abouthow he sees her
in the rain through the windshield of
his car and isreminded of a glimmer
of his past love.
Storytone has diversity and lyrical content recalling Young’s older
work on his 1989 album, Freedom,
but it still sounds nothing like what
he has done in his 35-album, 46-year
career. What makes Young’s latest
album stand out from the rest of
his work is the fact that he takes
the listener on a journey of North
American popular music, in a way,

by recording two versions of each
track. Young moves from music’s
infancy, using orchestral instrumentation and blues rock, all the way to
his acoustic folk beginnings, which
is demonstrated through his solo
recorded tracks, like the album’s last
track, “All those Dreams (Solo).”
Most of the songs on the album
are about love—whether that love
be a romantic love for another person, a love for the earth, or even a
love for his car. The truest love that
permeates Young’s record is his love
for music, though. It shines through
in a truly unique way that could only
come from Young. ¦

STORYTONE (DELUXE)
NEIL YOUNG
PRODUCED BY
REPRISE RECORDS
RELEASED
NOV. 3, 2014
OUR RATING
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PHOTO COURTESYOF REPRISE RECORDS

Young records stripped-down solo and orchestral versions of each trackon his musically diverse record, ‘Storytone.’

CHART TOPPERS
TOP SINGLES

1 Shake It Off
Taylor Swift
2 All About That Bass
Meghan Trainor
3 Habits (Stay High)
Tove Lo
4 Animals
Maroon 5
5 Bang Bang
Jessie J, Ariana
Grande, Nicki Minaj
6 Black Widow
Iggy Azaela feat Rita
Ora

TOP ALBUMS

11989
Taylor Swift
2 Now 52
Various Artists
3 Motevallo
Sam Hunt
4 My Dream Duets
Barry Manilow
5 Old Boots, New Dirt
Jason Aldean
6 Anything Goes
Flordida Georgia Line
Source: Billboard.com

MUSIC VIDEO OF
THE WEEK
BY Hannah

Mclaughlin

“LOVE ME
HARDER”

ARIANA GRANDE

? ????

In Ariana Grande’s music
video for “Love Me Harder,” featuring The Weeknd, the 21-year
old Florida native delivers one
of the most banal performances
yet—a feat previously thought
impossible, considering Grande’s
uncomfortably long history of
making videos ofherself lying on
a rotating floor, touching her face,
and lip-synching lyrics—all with a
doe-eyed stare straddling the fine
line between cute and creepy.
The video is dishearteningly
similar to its predecessors. Bringing Grande’s tropes to anew
setting—a partially computergenerated place appearing to be
an abandoned haunted house
filled with sand—the production
contains virtually every element
a Grande video is expected to
involve: white nail polish, fake
eyelashes, and four minutes and
10 seconds ofGrande casually caressing herself to compensate for
an evident lack of dance skills.
Apart from scenes in which
lightning bolts and hyperlapse
footage of ominous clouds elicit
the occasional “wow” and “cool”
from viewers, the imagination of
the video is lacking. The Weeknd
strolls through secret passageways
in the bowels of the haunted
house. Meanwhile, Grande spends
her screen-time sitting on a chair
seductively,slightly deviating from
her usual 12-year-old-sporting-a-high-ponytail persona.
When you are a post-Nickelodeon pop princess with a great
voice (and an even greater ability
to rock cat ears and leather unmentionables), you do not have
to worry much about ingenuity.
Grande has a built-in fan base,
equal parts pre-teen girls and
young adult men. Regardless of
the thought and energy (or lack
thereof) required to create the
finished product, this recent addition to the star’s video saga begs
the questions: if Grande is not
sprawled atop a rotating surface,
lying in a pool of her own hair, is it
really a Grande music video? ¦

BY ANNIE LUDWIG
NICKI MINAJ FEAT. DRAKE, LIL WAYNE & CHRIS BROWN

IMAGINE DRAGONS
“I Bet My Life”

"Only"

Takings Mumford-esque approach to its
new single, Imagine Dragons has another
hit with “I Bet My Life.” In this new track,
the foursome has strayed from its rock
style in “Radioactive” and the pop tones of
“On Top of the World” and has incorporated
soulful verses mixed with a chorus of
upbeat chants and claps.

Don’t let the star-studded byline fool you: this
song is not worth listening to. Minaj, Lil Wayne,
and Drake spit rhymes for about a minute each
while Brown supplies the only melodic portion
of the track during the chorus. There is a
constant synthetic backbeat consisting offour
notes that is rather headache inducing. Save
yourself the Advil.

AC/DC

“Play Ball”
ACDC is at it yet again. Released early
from the band’s upcoming album Rock or
Bust, the new single “Play Ball’’ reminds
listeners what AC/DC is famous for. The
track is predictable and true to the classic
rock band's iconic style, so do not expect
this old dog to be performing new tricks
anytime soon.
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ATTEND THE

FREE
LIVE
CONCERT
ON THE NATIONAL MALL, WASHINGTON, D.C.
MALL OPENS AT 10AM
•

CONCERT BEGINS AT 7PM

PERFORMANCES BY

THE BLACK KEYS
? BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN ?
? CARRIE UNDERWOOD ?
EMINEM
DAVEGROHL
JENNIFER HUDSON
JESSIE J
METALLICA
? RIHANNA
ZAC BROWN BAND
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

? ??????????????????????????

HBO, STARBUCKS

AND

CHASE PRESENT

i

\I

/

4

4

4

THE CONCERT FOR

NOVEMBER 11

HBO

§

CHASE O

or WATCH IT LIVE ON HBO
VISIT THECONCERTFORVALOR.COM FOR MORE DETAILS

*
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ACROSS
1 Pinky-side arm
bone
5 Vibrate
10 Lurking locale
14 Ferrari parent
company
15 Spanish royal
16 Furnish anew
17 “A Total
Departure” hotel
chain
18 Put into effect
19 Took too much
20 Neapolitankin
22 Massage
beneficiary
24 Sticky stuff
25 Earth, in Essen
26 Cold, for one
28 Anchor man?
31 Occurring as an
isolated instance
32 “Me too!”
33 Work hard
34 Baylor Bears’
home
38 “My Honky Tonk
History” album
makerTravis
39 First note of a
tuba solo?
40 Kept from sticking
41 On its way
42 Pour affection
(on)
43 Catty
44 Extremely foolish
46 Macbeth’s “fatal
vision”
47 Sprint, for one
50 Minor players
51 Color-coded EPA

PUZZLE'S By TheMephamGroup

meas.
52 Prefix with
athlete
53 Cold one
57 Failure
59 Shows up in time
for
61 Sews up
62 Athens aperitif
63 Dante’s love
64 Dundee dissents
65 Bone: Pref.
66 Two sheets to
the wind?
67 Villain named
Julius

Directions: The Sudoku is played over a 9x9 grid. In each row
there are 9 slots, some of which are empty and need to be filled.
Each row, column and 3x3 box should contain the numbers 1 to
9. You must follow these rules:
• Number can appear only once in each row
• Number can appear only once in each column
• Number can appear only once in each 3x3 box
• The number should appear only once on row, column or area.

EARN EXTRA MONEY $$
DELIVER THE NEW VERIZON
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES
$$

MEN

WOMEN 18 YEARS AND OLDER WITH INSURED VEHICLES
NEEDED TO DELIVER IN THE GREATER BOSTON METRO AREA.
WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR OFFICE CLERKS AND LOADERS. WORK
A MINIMUM OF 6 DAYLIGHT HOURS PER DAY AND GET PAID
CALL 1-800-979-7978 BETWEEN 9 AM AND 5:30 PM MON
BOSTON MAIN/SOMERVILLE OFFICE STARTS NOV 18TH.

-

FRI

•

•

REFER TO JOB# 30170-C
BOSTON SOUTH/RANDOLPH OFFICE STARTS NOV 22ND.
REFER TO JOB# 30118-C
BOSTON WEST/WALTHAM OFFICE STARTS DEC 4TH.
REFER TO JOB# 30112-C
BOSTON NORTH/WAKEFIELD OFFICE STARTS DEC STH.
REFER TO JOB# 30114-C

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE VERIZON YELLOW PAGES ARE CONDUCTED ON BEHALF OF
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

SUPERMEDIA THE OFFICIAL PUBLISHER OF VERIZON PRINT DIRECTORIES. EQUAL

THE HEIGHTS HAS
A NEW AND IMPROVED
WEBSITE, UPDATED DAILY,

JUST FOR YOU.
CHECK IT OUT.
BCHEIGHTS.COM.
36 Yield
37 Frankfurt’s river
40 Oklahoma native
42 Something that
may hide a key
45 Canadian
Thanksgiving mo.
46 Big name in the
Big Band Era
47 Verboten
48 Shaffer play
about a
stableboy

49 Symphonic
poem
pioneer
50 Ones with
“ears” on their
trucks
54 Lasting mark
55 Finely honed
last
56 “That
week!”
58 Corn site
60 Keystone
lawman

THE QUINNIPIAC MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING prepares students from almost any
undergraduate major to become effective teachers, leaders and the inspiration for future generations.
Our all-inclusive 5-semester program provides:
Preparation to become a certified teacher elementary or secondary
•

Coursework that connects theory with actual classroom practice
Student teaching and internship included within the program
Significant tuition reduction for;
Small class sizes and personal att<
•

•

•

3 Sitcom sign-off
word
4 1973-74 Jim
Croce hit, aptly
5 All the rage
6 1932 Lake Placic
gold medalist
7 River inlet
8 1964 Marvin
Gaye/Mary Wells
hit, aptly
9 Barbara
Gordon’s alter
ego
10 Good buddy
11 Window
12 Ancient theater
13Title character
absent from the
cast
21 Round trip?
23 Suffix with pay
27 1989 Bette
Midler hit, aptly
28 Droop-nosed
fliers
29 Sported
30 Match point,
maybe
31 Like a well-used
chimney
33 1936 Eddy
Duchin hit, aptly
35 Sacha Baron
Cohen persona

Aspire to Inspire

&

WITHIN 72 HOURS, UPON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF ROUTE.

DOWN
1 Tabloid craft
2 It can result from
favoring one side

By Pancho Harrison

•

•

•

Learn more:
www. quinnipiac.edu/gradeducatior

graduate@quinnipiac.edu

Quinnipiac
University

YOU DON’T WANT
THEM RESPONDING
TO YOUR TEXT.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

I lamden & North Haven, Connecticut
Fullyaccredited by the Connecticut State Department of Educatio

YOU THINK SOMETHING
MAY BE WRONG.
THE ANSWER IS NOT
STARING YOU IN THE FACE
Avoiding eye contact is one early sign of autism.
Learn the others today at autismspeaks.org/signs.
Early diagnosis can make a lifetime of difference.

30MAJUaMA

#
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG

Gffl

Cornell

NHTSA
?\STRACTDN.GOV

r*v*i
Cornell

12013 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism

Speaks” and "It’s time to listen”

&

design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved. Thechild depicted has been diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder.
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leaped in
mobile

•*

SP A *<ij*

payment app

*

OIN

ATTENTION SUPERFANS
Redeem $l5 looped in® cash to spend at
Alumni Stadium Concession Stands
when you reach 75 points in your Gold Pass app.
FEMA

Ready Business

+

American
Red Cross

visit us online
&

areyoulooped.in
download the app today
at

DON'T COMPROMISE YOUR

PRINCIPLES.
DON'T COMPROMISE

PERFORMANCE.
Our Social Choice Equity Fund (TICRX) and Social
Choice Bond Fund (TSBRX) combine responsible
investment criteria with impressive performance,
benchmarked against broad market indexes. Which
means you get broad market exposure and funds
that can serve as core holdings within a portfolio.

Watch our new video at

A.
T

CRE
Financial Services

Outcomes
Tha,
Matter

TIAA.org/responsibleinvesting

The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return for eligible funds
over the three-year period ended 11/30/12 and 11/30/13, respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked against 36 fund companies in
2012 and 48 fund companies in 2013 with at least five equity, five bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. TIAA-CREF Individual
& Institutional Services, LLC, and Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc. C17082 ©2014
Teachers Insurance and Annuity
Association of America College Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY, 10017.
I

A A
UPPER

FUND AWARDS 2013
UNITED STATES

UPPER

FUND AWARDS 2014
UNITED STATES

BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY 1

The Lipper Awards are based on a review
of 36 companies' 2012 and 48 companies'
2013 risk-adjusted performance.

-

The Social Choice mutual funds are subject to Social Criteria Risk, or the risk that because social criteria excludes securities of certain
issuers for non-financial reasons, investors may forgo some market opportunities available to those that don’t use these criteria.

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses
carefully before investing. Go to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund
prospectuses that contain this and other information. Read carefully
before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market and other
risk factors. Past performance does not guarantee future results.

B8

Remember
to ask why
you run

Bennet Johnson
It was a typical cold, misty
fall morning in Massachusetts. I
crouched at the water’s edge as a
familiar New England chill shot
up and down my body. I did my
best to ignore it. Better to power
through and just keep going, I
told myself.
As I continued my morning
run along the Charles River, I
thought back to a conversation
I had with my little cousin this
summer.

“Bennet, where are you going?” he asked me on a chilly
Wisconsin morning in August.
“Running,” I said.
“Why would you ever do
that?” he said.
It was a good question, and
one I wasn’t prepared to answer. I
didn’t really want to go. My body
was still aching from being hauled
out of bed that morning. I easily
could have just crawled back into
bed and gotten a few more hours
of sleep. I was speechless.
Why do we run? No one is
forcing us. Running is hard. Running requires effort. It just doesn’t
make sense. As Christopher
McDougall points out in Bom to
Run, we no longer need to chase
down our food. After the pain and
sweat, you usually end up right
back where you started —having
run in a large, pointless circle.
Despite all of the reasons not
to run, we still do it. Bostonians,
in particular, love to run. You
can’t walk down Comm. Ave.
without getting passed by a runner, whether it’s in the middle
of December, or in a foot of
snow—living up to the Boston
Strong mantra.
Now, there is proof that Massachusetts is home to some of
the best runners. According to
Boston Magazine, a recent study
by Runners World used data from
RunKeeper—a Boston-based
software development company
with a fitness app of more than
30 millions users tracking their
runs —found
that Massachusetts
is the best state for runners.
Massachusetts hauled in the
top rank in four categories: miles
per capita; runs per person; miles
per run; and pace per mile. The
city’s high percentage of people
using public transportation (12.2
percent) and biking or walking
to work (6.4 percent) also helped
bolster those rankings.
The question remains, if we
love it so much, why do we run? I
spent the first three or four miles
of my run around the Charles
observing people and trying to
answer that question. From what I
saw, some run to challenge themselves; some weirdos run because
they actually enjoy it; and some
run for others.
Last spring, The Heights had
the opportunity to hear stories
from two Boston College participants in the Boston Marathon:
professor Peter Krause and thensophomore Chris Kabacinski.
Hearing the stories of two people
who were running a 26.2-mile
race for a cause—either for charity or to keep a promise—was
inspiring. After a previous marathon disgraced by unjust death,
Boston came together to respond
with vivacious life.
As I continued my own trek
with dozens of people along the
Charles River that morning, I
realized that the Boston Strong
energy has rubbed off on me. Setting larger goals like Krause and
Kabacinski did can be uncomfortable, but you might also be surprised. Running, despite its pain
and struggle, has the ability to
unite a group in ways that many
other sports cannot.
So, next time you lace up your
sneakers, ask yourself why you
run.

Bennet Johnson is theAsst. Metro
Editor for The Heights. He can
be reached at metro@bcheights.
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In a close gubernatorial race, Baker defeats Coakley
By

Gus Merrell

Heights Staff
In the closest general election
in modern Massachusetts politics,
Republican Charlie Baker defeated Democrat Martha Coakley
to become the first Republican
governor of Massachusetts since
2006.
In addition to Coakley, Baker
also defeated independent candidates Scott Lively and Jeff McCormick, as well as United Independent candidate Evan Falchuk.
With over 100 percent of the
state reporting, Baker registered
48.4 percent of the votes, compared to 46.5 for Coakley, 3.3 for
Falchuk, and less than 1 percent
each for Lively and McCormick.
Falchuk’s tally of 3.3 percent in the
general election means that the
United Independent party is now
an official political party, allowing
it to hold primaries and put up
legislative candidates for 2016.
Although she was hoping to
continue former Governor Deval
Patrick’s Democratic administration, Coakley ultimately lost the
opportunity to become the first
woman to be elected governor of
Massachusetts. Despite a successful career as a two-term attorney
general, Coakley was perhaps
more often remembered during
the gubernatorial campaign as
the Democrat who lost the 2010
Senate race to Scott Brown.
During the campaign, Baker’s
camp characterized the Republican candidate as the man who
could turn around the state economy. His 10-year stint as CEO of
Harvard Pilgrim, one of the state’s

largest health care providers, resulted in an improbable financial
turnaround of a failing company.
In a predominantly liberal state,
Baker campaigned with an eye
on independents, relying on the
undecided voters to propel him
past Coakley.
With the overwhelming majority of Democrats initially supporting Coakley and various
polls identifying her as the clear
front- runner since the beginning
of the year, the Coakley camp was
initially optimistic. After the primaries, however, Baker began to
slowly tighten the race and gain
popularity among independents,
in part due to his socially moderate views, which are more in line
with the general population’s sensibilities. Given Coakley’s previous loss to a republican underdog
in the 2010 Senate race, Baker
seemed primed to upset Coakley
yet again down the stretch.
The Oct. 7 gubernatorial debate was a pivotal moment in the
race, with sharp attacks issued by
both Coakley and Baker. Coakley
was accused of opposing reforms
to the Massachusetts Department
of Children and Families and was
heavily criticized for her defense
of the state in a 2010 lawsuit
filed by a child welfare group.
Coakley responded by attacking
Baker for accepting a salary hike
as the former CEO of Harvard
Pilgrim while senior citizens were
dropped from coverage.
After the debate, Baker hadn’t
simply tightened the race, he had
pulled in front of Coakley. Going into the election on Tuesday,
Coakley was leading in only two

AP PHOTO

/

STEPHAN SEVOIA

Charlie Baker will be the next governor of Massachusetts, a comebackfrom his 2010 defeat to Governor Deval Patrick.
of eight polls, and Baker held a
commanding 3.7-point lead.
Baker ran on a moderately
conservative agenda, in what he
called the “Bill Weld mold,” Weld
being the governor under whom
Baker served as the Secretary of
Health and Human Services. Baker is socially moderate, supporting
abortion rights, gay marriage, and
contraception availabilitythrough
insurance. At the same time, he
held fast to his fiscally conservative views, though promising
Democrats that he would apply
those policies with “compassion.”
While campaigning, Baker also
appeared to repair the political
profile that he damaged in his
2010 run for governor. Instead of

attempting to tap into the angerfueled Tea Party, Baker conveyed
a warmer image, appearing with
his wife and daughter in public in
an effort to appeal to Democrats,
union leaders, and urban voters,
signaling that he would attempt to
bridge the gap between the state’s
typical constituencies. Instead of
following a hard-nosed conservative approach to the economy,
Baker refused to sign a no-newtaxes pledge, and he abandoned
the GOP’s calls for sweeping tax
cuts and public employee layoffs.
Although Baker held a slim but
apparently decisive lead at midnight, Coakley wanted to be sure
that the count was final, deciding
not to concede the race, despite

several news sources projecting
a Baker victory.
“We believe it’s within 1 percent, and there are still votes
that haven’t been counted,” Doug
Rubin, Coakley’s strategist, said
in an interview with The Boston
Globe just after midnight. “We
feel strongly that we should see
all the votes counted before we
make any decisions.”
Coakley conceded the race
to Baker at 8:15 a.m. over the
phone, according to The Boston
Globe.
While Baker agreed to the
time extension for a final tally,
he was confident in last night’s
results. As it turned out, he was
right to be. ¦

Mass. voters weigh in on four referendum questions
By

Sarah Moore

Heights Editor
The choice between Democrat
Martha Coakley and Republican
Charlie Baker in the gubernatorial race captured much of the
Massachusetts population’s attention this fall, but it was far
from the only decision made by
voters on Election Day.
Specific to this year’s Massachusetts general election were
four statewide ballot questions,
covering topics that ranged from
gas taxes to gambling.
Since 1919, there have been
72 initiatives, only 32 of which
have been approved by the electorate —about
a 45 percent rate
of approval.
The first question voters saw
on Tuesday regarded the repeal
of the 2013 initiative to adjust
the state gas tax automatically.
Termed “indexing,” this process
adjusts the tax on gas and diesel fuel every year based on the
previous year’s price change.
Although prediction polls were
fairly close, the question was approved with about 53 percent of
the vote, meaning that the gas tax
will stay at 24 cents per gallon and
will no longer rise based on the
Consumer Price Index.
The ballot’s second question
also dealt with the details of a
previous statute the Bever-

age Container Deposit Law,
otherwise known as the Bottle
Bill. Before the election, Massachusetts imposed a five cent
deposit on the purchase of cans
and bottles that a consumer
would get back if he or she returned them to a retail store or

redemption center.
The purpose of the original
initiative was to provide an economic incentive for recycling,
and it covered all beer, malt
beverage, soft drink, and mineral
water containers.
Tuesday’s vote was not, in
effect, a decision on whether to
repeal the law, but on whether
it should be extended. Citizens
voted no on Tuesday, which left
the existing Bottle Bill as is.
The third question on the
ballot carried significant weight
going into the elections, as it
decided whether to continue the
plans for three resort casinos to
be built in Massachusetts.
In 2011, Governor Deval Patrick signed the Expanded Gaming
Act that allowed for casinos to
be built in three different state
regions. The initial legislation
focused on an increase in revenue
and infrastructure as well as the
potential benefit of creating new
jobs. The measure, however, has
stirred substantial controversy,
with many arguing that casinos are ultimately bad for local

What it means to
mourn in the snow
From Column, C

9

BENNET'S BANTER

The

find no meaning.
But Sunday, I read a sentence
that helped me to make some
sense of what that snow should
mean to me in, of all places, The
Boston Globe: “Thousands of
people braved snow, sleet, and
driving rain Sunday morning
to come to Faneuil Hall to pay
their final respects to former
Mayor Thomas M. Menino, who
died Thursday, just 10 months
after leaving the office he had
held for an unprecedented five
terms.”
Thousands, in others words,
demonstrated their love for a
man who had passed by defying
the weather. They could have
stayed home —there would
have been countless reports
of Menino’s wake, articles and
photos to make one feel as if he
or she had been there. But they
went anyway, because that is
what you do when someone you

love has died.
Menino’s passing, of course,
means far less to me than the
loss of my best friend’s father,
but the demonstration of
public mourning that followed
Menino’s death has helped me
to make some sense of the day
that I mourned in the snow.
I stood at the funeral of my
friend’s father, cold numbing
my fingers and face, because it
is difficult to imagine the kind
of weather that would have
stopped me from being there
for my friend, to bear witness to
the proper burial of a great and
kind man.
The snow was no message
from above—it was an opportunity to demonstrate the great
love that fills those resisting the
cold.

Ryan Towey is the Metro Editor for The Heights. He can be
reached at metro@bcheights.com
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After hefilled John Kerry’s place in 2013,
economies.

Plans have already moved
forward on the construction of
resorts in Springfield and Everett, and on this question voters
decided in favor of the casinos,
striking down the repeal of the
gaming law and thus allowing the
previous plans to move forward.
The fourth and final question posed to voters on Tuesday
related to employee sick time.
Currently, the policy on sick time

Mass,

voters sent Democrat Edward Markey back to the Senate on Tuesday.

and allotted leave is determined
by the employer. This proposal,
however, would require companies with more than 11 employees
to maintain that workers could
earn up to 40 hours of paid sick
leave each year.
This proposal was approved,
granting the benefit of earned sick
time to Massachusetts workers.
On Election Day, the electorate also decided on Democrat
Maura Healey for attorney gener-

al, Democrat Edward Markey as a
U.S. Senator, and Democrats Seth
Moulton, Nikis Tsongas, and Bill
Keating as U.S. Congressmen.
Although the gubernatorial election was an important
one —in
which Baker defeated
Coakley in one of the tightest
races in modern Massachusetts
politics—each choice made on
Tuesday will potentially have a
substantial effect on upcoming
state and federal legislation. ¦
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Yancey is fueling the movement sparked in Ferguson
From Yancey, 810
“It was intense,” she said of the activism that she saw in Ferguson. “It

was

beautiful.”
On Oct. 25, Yancey was in a rush —she
had a protest to lead, with demonstrators
scheduled to meet in the Public Garden
around noon. Dubbed the Newbury St.
Shutdown, the protest’s goal was to disrupt
a normal day in one ofBoston’s commercial
centers in order to bring attention to the
issue of police brutality.
To get there on time, she had to run
from Fenway Health on Boylston St.,
where she had been honored with the
Audre Lorde Trailblazer Award.
Lorde, a prominent civil rights activist who passed away in 1992, has greatly
influenced how Yancey views her own
role as an activist. “Caring for myself is
not self-indulgence,” Lorde once said. “It
is self-preservation, and that is an act of
political warfare.”
Yancey echoes Lorde in her own
sentiments. “My activism is self-care,”

she said. It is impossible, she explained,
to view herself as somehow separate
from the community she supports —her
activism on behalf of a given community directly impacts the course of her
own life.
Indeed, it is hard to imagine a more
appropriaterecipient for an award named
in the honor of Lorde than Yancey —like
Lorde, she is a black, lesbian, feminist
civil rights activist. That description, in
Yancey’s eyes, is representative of the
new face of modern activist leaders —evidence of the increasingly close relationships between the nation’s many activist
movements, including those dedicated to
equality for the gay community, minorities, and women.
“The leadership has set a standard for
intersectionality,” Yancey said of how the
community has transitioned away from
domination by black males.
The divide between the new and old
faces of activism, however, can also be
drawn rather starkly—perhaps
unsurprisingly—along
generational lines. In
Ferguson, Yancey said, it is the old guard,

those dedicated to the standards and
procedures of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), who prefer to stick to the plan,
to continue following the tried and true
script of the activist.
It is the younger generation, meanwhile, which wants to push the enve-

lope.
When she was in Ferguson in August,
she was travelling with a group of both
old and young activists. The plan was
to head to a rally somewhere a bit removed from the seat of power—but
the
younger members of the group wanted
to head right to the police station. The
group split.
Yanceyrecognizes that there is much
be learned from the movement’s elders,
but there is pressure from the younger
generation to do more. It is youths, she
said, “who are putting their lives on the
line for black folks.”
On the day of the Newbury Street Shutdown, Boston was basking in what was
bound to be one ofthe last brilliantly sunny

and warm Saturdays—already, the winter
chill had begun to set it, and this was a
last reprieve.
In the Public Garden, a crowd of
protesters grew, with officers from the
Boston Police Department gathering at
the corner of Newbury to ride along with
the demonstration and see to it that the
protesters remained on the sidewalk.
Yancey, in a yellow beanie, glasses,
and a black t-shirt emblazoned with
the words “I <3 Black People,” raised a
megaphone to her mouth in order to
split the protesters into two groups —one
to march on each side of Newbury St.
She led the demonstration out of the
Garden, demonstrators raising signs
adorned with the faces of those who
died as a result of alleged racial profiling
and police brutality—Michael
Brown
among them.
In Ferguson, Yancey saw what she called
“a moment turning into a movement.”
Yancey, like so many, seized that moment, and she is making sure that the
movement is not isolated to the streets on
which Michael Brown last walked. ¦

In his return to Boston, BC alum helps lead Zipcar
From Zipcar, 810
University of Notre Dame, Harrington
led the consultancy Little Harbor Group,
as well as leadership roles at brand communications agency Boathouse and I’m In!,
a travel website he co-founded.
“I was really swayed to come back to
Boston and join Zipcar,” Harrington said.
“Asa marketer, you always look for opportunities to be able to work for brands
that are popular and have a unique tone
or personality. Zipcar has great ‘juice’
because of its superior member experience —something
that you look for and
want to cultivate in anew company.”
Zipcar targets three types of audiences for its service: regular consumers,
college students, and businesses. The
college segment has been the fastest
growing component of the company,
spanning over 380 campuses in the U.S.
and Canada. With the influx of college
students in Boston—many whom do not
own cars —the city boasts one of the largest user bases. The percentage of residents
in Boston who are Zipcar members far

exceeds any other city, including New
York, and the local marketplace is a key
reason why the company has been able to
expand across the globe.
“Boston is unique for us because its
culture and transportation infrastructure encourage our service,” Harrington
said. “A big part of that relates to college
students, and our hope is that once you
start to use Zipcar and get used to it on
campus, you will eventually move to a city
after graduation and continue using your
membership.”
Since joining Zipcar, Harrington has
been in the driver’s seat, leading a team
that has been responsible for advertising
to a global user base. Over the past year,
the company has expanded across the U.S.
and overseas. Dallas, Houston, and Sacramento are just some of the recent local
developments. The service also expanded
to Paris in September and most recently
to Madrid on Oct. 30.
Looking to the future, one of the biggest challenges Zipcar faces is familiarizing these new markets with its service.
Many people have heard of the brand, but
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Zipcar spans over 380 campuses in the U.S. and Canada, with growing college-agedemand.
are not sure how it works. Harrington’s
new platform, titled, “Win at city living,” is designed to inform users about
the company’s presence in cities, while

also teaching them how to live a better
life within a city environment. Last year,
Zipcar also launched its blog, “Ziptopia,”
with the purpose of sharing some of the
success stories by members in each of its
30 metro markets. Both initiatives have

been influential in driving Zipcar’s brand
image around the world.
“We’re a company that is growing
very quickly, and I think that our brand
will continue to evolve and become more
meaningful to people,” Harrington said.
“We are establishing ourselves as a viable
option to car ownership or buying a second
car—an idea that I think is only going to
take off in the future.” ¦

Besito to bring Mexican cuisine to Chestnut Hill
Travels to Mexico
inspired owner to
open first restaurant

What else to
give Ariana
Grande

Sarah Moore
It’s hard not to think about romance when late autumn settles upon
the city—holding hands in the Common, drinking hot cider on a stroll

through Beacon Hill, getting cozy
under your favorite blanket to watch
the early-November flurries fall past
your windows, sending your beloved
celebrity crush an insanely large
pumpkin....
That’s right, of all the ways love
can be expressed at this time ofyear in
New England, Lowell native Timothy
Normandin, 29, decided that mailing
a 42.5-pound pumpkin would win him
the affection of pop sensation Ariana
Sadly for Tim, all that his oddly
affectionate package—which also
included eight Yankee candles and a
rock from the White Mountains of
New Hampshire—accomplished was
widespread Internet embarrassment
and a criminal harassment investigation, courtesy of the Lowell police.
While I’m not a famous pop star
and the only absurd packages I receive
are from my mom (who sent me a
red solo teacup last week), as a selfproclaimed romantic and honorary
Bostonian, I offer this column to Tim,
and any other overly aggressive New
England fans, as Boston things—better
than a large pumpkin—that he could
have sent to the singer.
A 40-lb bowl of clam chowder
and 2.5 pounds of oyster crackers
What’s more Boston than clam
chowder? Nothing, except for maybe
an old Irish man from Southie calling
it clam chowdah. Regardless of whether you pronounce it with or without
its ending consonant, the cream-based
delicacy is not only a city staple, but
it would also quite literally warm the
heart of anyone receiving it.
White Mountain ice cream
A rock from New Hampshire?
Really, Tim? That is what you think
is going to win you the heart of a pop
star? Instead of a rock from the White
Mountains of the Granite State, go the
more romantic route with a small cup
of Rocky Road from White Mountain —hey, it works for Kerry Cronin.
Just make sure she spends only 45 to
90 minutes eating it, it gets delivered
during the daytime, and that your gift
only guarantees the potential for an
A-frame hug.
The “Poe Returning to Boston”
Not only would sending a life-sized
statue be more extravagant than a

CarolineKirkwood

The Chestnut Hill Mall is about to
get an injection of Mexican flair with the
opening of Besito Mexican Restaurant
this Friday. John Tunney 111, owner of
the growing restaurant empire, decided
to make Chestnut Hill home to the fifth

PHOTO COURTESYOF BESITO

their own homes.
Tunney is a newcomer to the Boston
food scene, and the city’s reputation when
it comes to food and fun was something
that was too hard to pass up for the owner.
“Bostonians are just the kind of passionate
and fun customer base we want in our restaurant,” he said. “They also know how
to have a great time, and Besito is
about just that-taking a step
b, away from the everyday to
relax, have fun, and enjoy
an unforgettable experience.”
The menu at Besito offers a truly
authentic, yet innovative Mexican
¦ cuisine. At first
glance, the options
may seem slightly
intimidating , as all
of the items appear in

LOCATION:
199 Boylston St.
CUISINE:
Mexican

Two

statue

For the Heights

Besito Restaurant —offering Bostonians a
chance to experience the unique flavors
and culture of Mexico.
Tunney’s passion for Mexican cuisine and life started nearly a decade
ago, traveling the region that would
ultimately serve as the inspiration for
his restaurants.
“I was so inspired by everything I
experiencedin my travels thatit made me
want to not only learn more but to bring
those unforgettable experiences back
with me to my home,” Tunney said.
Tunney’s goal of creating Besito was
not just to showcase the regional Mexican cuisine, but also to reflect thewarmth
of the people he met during his travels —a
feeling he wants his guests to appreciate
and expect as if they were walking into

FOR

Grande.

BOSTON FOODIE

By

T

Spanish with choices like “Enchiladas
Suizas” or “Filete de Res al Chipotle.” But
uponreading the brief English descriptions,
intimidation transforms into indecision—it
is difficult to decide between shredded
chicken enchiladas covered in tomatillo
cream sauce or filet mignon marinated in
the Mexican beer Negra Modelo. Tunney’s
own personalfavorite is tacos de camarones,
a shrimp taco appetizer.
Besito hopes to be a hotspot restaurant
location for all occasions. Whether it is a date
night or a group celebration, Tunney wants
customers to walk away from a meal at Besito
feeling truly excited—not only about thefood,
but about the entire dining experience.
“The fun and excitement is tangible
here at Besito—especially at night,” Tunney
said. “At 5 o’clock, the lights get dim, the
energy turns up, the smell of chiles fills the
air, cocktails start shaking, and the vibe is
electric.”
Besito also has a distinct mission to give

back to those in need. In 2013 with the help
ofthe organization Feed the Hungry, Besito
became the full-time sponsor of a school
kitchen in San Miguel, Mexico, where it
provides 1,500 meals for 300 children every
week. Besito covers the cost of maintenance,
food, as well as the cooks’ salaries to help
alleviate the problem of hunger for many of
these school children.
“It is so important to us that we give back
to this wonderful culture and help foster
the educational growth of these children to
whom we often provide their only meal of
the day,” Tunney said. “The best part about it
is that by justeating at Besito, you are helping
us help these children and, as we grow, we
will continue to increase our commitments
to these children whenever we can.”
Opening day for Besito MexicanRestaurant is scheduled for Nov. 7. For a taste of
Mexican flair in Boston College’s backyard,
take a stroll down to the Chestnut Hill Mall
for all that Besito has to offer. ¦

weirdly large pumpkin, but any link to
the poet would be a generous nod to
Grande’s artistic talent. Both artists
focus on love and, though one does go
through rhyming references to necrophilia and the other needs the help of
Iggy Azealea and Big Sean, we can just
explain the shift through situational
relevance. Who knows, maybe in 100
years, future Boston College English
majors will be fighting for spots in
“Grande and the Gothic.” Poe hated
Boston anyway, and he would probably be happier in the hands of Ariana
Grande than frozen in time at the corner of Boylston and Charles Streets.
The B Line
Why be an aggressive fan who sends
Yankee candles to his favorite celebrity
when you can be an attentive fan who
sends his favorite celebrity relevant
examples of his or her songs? Although
you can guarantee that no one will
ever have “one less problem” with an
unnecessarily long commute through
BU, that one will never be able to
“Break Free” from the mass of smelly
commuters who flood the cars on any
weekday evening, and that no matter
where you get on or off you will never
“love the way” your B Line experience
goes, at least you will be “Victorious”
in making allusions to her chart topping tracks, #sentimentalstalking.
A bigger pumpkin
Why stop with just 42.5 pounds?
The largest pumpkin recorded this
year in Massachusetts was 1,870
pounds. If you are willing to risk
criminal charges for this girl, go big or
go home.

Sarah Moore is an edi tor for The
Heights. She can be reached at
metro@bcheights.com.

METRO

B10

Thursday, November 6, 2014

EDGE OF TOWN

FROM FERGUSON

Mourning a
lost mayor

TO BOSTON

Ryan Towey

I will avoid the dramatics of saying
that it was not in the forecast—l don’t
recall. Perhaps it had been predicted,
perhaps not. Either way, in November
2007,1 was sitting in one of the many
cars leaving my local church, on my way
to bury my best friend’s father in the
snow.
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Activist Daunasia Yancey is bringing the hotbed of Ferguson activism home to Boston
By Ryan Towey

Metro Editor
After Michael Brown, an 18-year-old black man,
was fatally shot by a white police officer in August,
the word “Ferguson”—the
name of the small Missouri suburb where Brown was shot—was on an
entire nation’s lips. It was as if a national dictionary had automatically added it to the population’s

linguistic toolkit for discussing America’s racial
landscape. Ferguson became the key word for an
ongoing cultural conversation about difference,
power, and equality. It became a hotbed ofprotests
and activism.
And it was exactly where Daunasia Yancey
wanted to be.
“If you asked my family, they’d say I’ve always

been an activist,” said the 22-year-old Boston native.
In the seventh grade, she refused to stand up
for the Pledge of Allegiance, as she opposed U.S.
involvement in the Middle East. She had to sit down
with the principal, and questions arose regarding
whether she would be able to attend homeroom. It
was the first time she faced a systemic response to
actions that went against the grain.
Since her first forays into expressed opposition
to the status quo, her resume has grown extensive.
She served on the Board of Directors of the Boston
Alliance of GLBT Youth (BAGLY) as well as the
National Youth Advocacy Coalition (NYAC). She
also worked for Fenway Health and Boston GLBT
Adolescent Social Services (GLASS).
By the time Ferguson became the place for an

activist to be, Yancey was ready. Darnell Moore, a
friend of hers, reached out to see if she might be
interested in anew activist venture. Moore is the
East Coast coordinator of Black Lives Matter, an activist organization originally conceived as a hashtag
by Patrisse Cullors and Alicia Garza following the
death of Trayvon Martin. Moore wanted to know
if Yancey would launch a Boston chapter of Black
Lives Matter. She wasted no time.
As her first order of business as the lead organizer of Boston’s chapter, Yancey attended local
rallies post-Ferguson to gather a group that joined
the flood of activists descending on the Missouri
suburb as part of the Black Lives Matter Rides in
late August.

See Yancey, B
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Bury him in the snow, I thought. That
sounds almost playful.
Images of my friend playing with his
father in the winter filled my mind—
chasing each other around the front
lawn during some boyhood snow day,
his father pretends to trip and fall so that
my friend can climb atop him, throwing
white into the air, triumphant.
But these were imagined memories, They could not be my own, and
so they left my mind as water through
my eyes.
Don’t cry, the local mom driving the
car told me when she caught sight of
me in the rearview mirror. This is about
celebrating life. He gave us the snow as a
gift to tell us he’s all right.
Her words did little to console me.
Even in my desperationfor some peace,
I knew that I didn’t agree with her. The
weather, I felt, had very little to do with
the man who had just passed, the little
league baseball coach who all the kids
loved, the man who gave me countless
bottle caps to help build my strange collection, the man with a quiet rumble for
a voice, the man who drove his son and
me for a night of fun and ice cream at
Holsten’s even as his cancer worsened.
I was not sure whether or not the
deceased were capable of sending signals
to the living that they were all right, but I
felt fairly certain that this particular man
would not have employed the weather as
his messenger. He would have strategically placed a baseball somewhere in
his house, maybe, for his son to find, or
he would have spoken to his wife in a
dream, quiet and kind—but he would not
have sent snow.
This weather was just a coincidence, a
confluence of tragic passing and beautiful white. Still, I wanted to draw meaning
from it, to create a narrative for myself
about what it meant to drive to a cemetery in the snow, climbing out of the
car to lay a flower on a casket. But at 13,
hot tears mixing with melting snow on
my cheeks as I watched my friend lay his
father to rest, I was paralyzed and could

8

See Column, B

BC alum Brian Harrington is helping build Zipcar into a global brand
By

Bennet Johnson

Asst. Metro Editor
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See Zipcar, B
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Asa child, Brian Harrington, BC ’B9,
would eagerly sit in front of the television, watching. He wouldn’t watch the
programs, however. Instead, Harrington
watched the commercials —one after another. There were times when he would
sit in front of the television for hours,
marveling at the jingles and slogans that
appeared in ads ranging from the New
England Aquarium to the Boston Museum
of Science.
Harrington’s interest came to life in
college. Asa marketing major at Boston
College, he became fascinated by the notion of why people buy, and what things
motivate consumers.
Now, the kid who loved commercials
on TV is the executive vice president and
chief marketing officer at Zipcar. As part
of his duties, the self-proclaimed “Boston
Townie” is responsible for global brand
building, membership acquisition, as well
as social media and public relations to keep
the marketing of the companyrunning like
a finely tuned engine.
By now, BC students are familiar
with Zipcar, a Boston-based startup that
introduced car-sharing to the digital age.

The company works with users who want
to avoid owning a car, as well as those
who rely on public transportation in a
major city.
When the company was introduced
in Cambridge just four years ago, it faced
harsh criticism from the public. Many
critics argued that Zipcar’s business
model of sharing cars would not work in a
prominent city. Now, Zipcar has expanded
from Boston to 26 cities in the U.S. and
across Europe, as well as to over 350 college campuses and 30 airports, providing
10,000 vehicles for nearly 850,000 users.
The startup is currently under the control
of rental car company Avis, and it has
grown to be the world’s largest car-sharing
service and is showing no signs of slowing
down its progress.
“Zipcar is obviously very well-known
and is on its way to becoming an iconic
brand,” Harrington said. “We’re impacting
the market by making city living easier for
people, and I’m working on growing and
cultivating our brand’s message.”
Prior to joining Zipcar in 2013, Harrington was enjoying a successful career
in a number of fields. After graduating
from BC and receiving his MBA at the
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Zipcar found a natural home in Boston, according to executive VP and BC alum Brian Harrington, due in large part to the college population.
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BASKETBALL PREVIEW KEY PERFORMERS

THE BREAKDOWN
PATRICK
HECKMANN

WILL

MAGARITY

Class: Senior
Height: 6’6"
Weight: 210
Position: Forward

LONNIE
JACKSON

Class: Senior
Height: 6’4”
Weight: 175
Position: Guard

EDDIE
ODIO

Class: Senior
Height: 6’B”
Weight: 210
Position: Forward

Points/game: 6
FG%: 44.8%
Minutes/game: 16.1
Rebounds/game: 2.1

Points/game: 7
FG%: 39.1%
Minutes/game: 23.6
Rebounds/game: 2.2

Points/game: 4
FG%: 50%
Minutes/game: 21
Rebounds/game: 2.9

Full of potential in his
freshman year, much
m is expected of the
German sharpshooter in his last season.

The senior guard has
been in a struggle
to be at full strength
due to a calf injury
he suffered.

Odio has excited
crowds with his
dunks, but has to be
better overall in the
paint this season.

Class: Sophomore
Height: 6’ 11”
Weight: 240
Position: Forward

DIMITRI
BATTEN

Class: Graduate Student
Height: 6’3”
Weight: 205
Position: Guard

Points/game: 2.5
FG%: 50%
Minutes/game: 10.5'*
Rebounds/game: 1.4

Points/game: 11
FG%: 38%
Minutes/game: 27.3
Rebounds/game: 4.2

The power forward
showed promise as
a freshman and will
want to be more
physical down low.

The transfer only has
one year to shine on
Chestnut Hill and is
set to reinforce BC in
the backcourt.

GARLAND

OWENS

Class: Sophomore
Height: 6’5”
Weight: 210
Position: Forward

Points/game: 3.7
FG%: 51.2%
Minutes/game: 15.3
Rebounds/game: 1.8

Owens is an athletic
presence who will
compete for a spot
at small forward with
Heckmann.

Stats reflect 2013-14 totals.

Quinn Cook
and Rasheed
Sulaimon will
be bolstered
by the nation’s
most-hyped

freshman,
Jahlil Okafor.

MQ« 4 DUKE

Marcus Paige
is considered
one of the
nation’s best
guards, and
he will lead
Roy Williams’
Tar Heels.

HO. I UNO

Last Season:
Upset by Mercer as a N0.2
seed in the
NCAA Tourna-

Last season:
Knocked out
of a spot in
the Sweet Sixteen by lowa

Head coach
Rick Pitino’s
full court
attack will
play at Conte
Forum in the
team’s first
season in
the ACC.

Virginia
returns
the likes of
Malcolm
Brogdon from
last season’s
ACC Tournament-winning
team.

NO. 8 LOUISVILLE
Last season:
Defeated by
NCAA runner-up
Kentucky in the
Sweet Sixteen.

State.

NO* 9 VIRGINIA
Last season:
A defensive powerhouse, Virginia
missed out on
the Elite Eight.
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RUNNING THE POINT

Hje

looking down, and eating a piece of pizza in a locker room so silent
ithat you can hear him take each bite. To his
left, Ryan Anderson has his fists in his face, and to his
right, in the corner of the dry-to-the-bones dressing
area filled with the most basic necessities, Joe
Rahon is staring ahead with his eyes glazed A
over. But Olivier Hanlan is calm and ready n
/
to take questions from the media.
W
s sitting in a chair,

_

'

j

WORDS: ALEX FAIRCHILD
PHOTOS: EMILY FAHEY

“ , there was a report in The Globe
O
that said your future is up in the air,” a
reporter asked. “What is your future,
right now?”
Hanlan looked down and breathed
something that was halfway between a
sigh and a deep breath. He had answered
the question so many times in recent
weeks, but now, the excuse that the season

who liked to dribble more.
“To be honest, it was just all over the
place,” Hanlan said.
He wasn’t referring to the relationship
between the two, or BC’s offense itself,
but simply to how they decided who was
going to take the ball up the floor on each
possession.
“It was whoever was open first, and

Last season, Hanlan wanted to
improve his assist numbers to become
a more complete point guard, but that
didn’t go according to plan. Becoming a
better passer was supposed to make Hanlan look better in the eyes of NBA scouts
in addition to helping his team. While
Hanlan didn’t have an ideal season, the
draft was still an option. But going to the
NBA early has its cons.
Either way, his decision was a risk. If Hanlan
dropped into the second
round, he would not get
one of the guaranteed
multi-year contracts that
guys in the first round sign.
Second-round draft picks
are essentially opportunities to try out. Sure, they
have a shot to make a team,
but if their good isn’t good enough, they’re
sent packing.
Dave Smart coached Hanlan when the
junior played for the Ottawa Guardsmen.
He’s won 10 of the last 12 CIS (Canada’s
answer to the NCAA) men’s basketball
national titles. Smart still keeps track of
Hanlan, and that’s putting it mildly. He
tapes as many of Hanlan’s games as he
can and still talks to his product regularly.
Smart helped advise the guard on his decision this spring.
“He’s better off being somewhere
where the people around him want to
develop him,” Smart said. “If you’re a second-round draft pick, it is what is. You’re
either good enough and they play you
because you’re good enough, or they
they’re not trying to develop you, they’re
trying to develop first-round picks, because they’re locked into those guys for
three years. So, if you’re not going to be a
first-round draft pick, the NBA’s not the
smartest thing to do.”
Especially when you still have two years
of eligibility left.

"SOMETIMES, MY FIRST YEARS, I
WAS ALWAYS A QUIET GUY. IT’S
NOT LIKE I DON’T LIKE TALKING
TO PEOPLE, IT’S JUST KIND OF
MY PERSONALITY.”
was still going on was over, thanks to an

we would just kind of run in

overtime defeat to Georgia Tech in the

never knew who the primary, primary

first round of the ACC Tournament.
“I don’t know,” Hanlan said. “I’ll see

ball-handler was,” he said.
With Rahon making the decision
to transfer to St. Mary’s after Hanlan
decided to stay put, it became evident
who the team’s primary guy at the “1”
would be.
In the conversations new head coach
Jim Christian and Hanlan had in that
month, the new leader of the program
showed the 2013 ACC Rookie of the Year
film of his Ohio teams, and Hanlan liked
what he saw. Last season’s offense played
at a fast pace, getting up the floor quickly.
The system worked to an extent, as the
offense was veryefficient, but Hanlan was
working hard for his looks at the basket.
In Christian’s offense, Hanlan is going
to be the focus. The primary ball-handler
in the Ohio offense, which produced the
likes of 2013 MAC Player of the Year D.J.
Cooper, had the ball a lot and got so many
open shots and simple assists that he
could get confidence early in the game.
“In practice, I’ve been getting two to
three times more assists than last year in
terms of—it’s
way [easier], it’s way more
spread out,” Hanlan said. “It’s less cutting.
It’s more like justspacing and let any play
kinda just flow, and we kind of make a
play off of that.”

in quite a bit of time. It’s up in the air,

like you said.”
Then he paused, and stuttered a bit,
and looked for the right words.
“So, I don’t really—you still focus on
this team and trying to get better this
summer and everybody’s gonna be here
for the summer sessions,” he said. “You
just try to get better as a team and see
what happens in the future.”
That was March 12. Then, chaos
ensued. The coaching staff was fired,
and anew one was brought in within two
weeks. Then, Anderson left the program.
Hanlan’s and Rahon’s futures were still
undecided come mid-April.
One month after Hanlan said his future was up in the air, he announced that
he was staying. But why would the star of
a team going through so many changes
want to return for another year?

Last

season, Hanlan was Boston

College’s point guard, but he
shared duties with Rahon.
They were two different players slotting into the same position—Hanlan the scoring guard, and Rahon a creator
•

...

But guys

...

Tien

years ago, many wouldn’t

jhave considered the NBA
Draft as something realistic

for Hanlan.

“Grade seven and eight, I was never

good,” Hanlan said. “I was never the best
player.”
His first school had an awful basketball
team, so he didend up being the best player
there, but when he went to play for Smart,
it took him a year or so to develop, and
another year to become the top guy on the
floor. Then Hanlan went to prep school to
play for New Hampton head coach Peter
Hutchins.
He laughs about it now, but described
it like this: “I remember my first year, but
like my first year at New Hampton, like the
first half of the year, I was horrible. Even
coach Hutch was like, ‘I don’t know if you
can even play in the league.’”
When Hutchins referred to the league,
he didn’t mean the NBA—he was talking
about NEPSAC, the prep school conference in which he competed.
Hanlan picked up his game and found
his stride in his second and final year of
prep school to attract interest from colleges, but there was a problem with the
NCAA over Hanlan’s credits.
Whenever Hanlan was getting recruited, his situation was a difficult one
to understand, because he was one of the
first players from Quebec to enter into
the NCAA. Where he grew up, the school
system and the classes students take are
different from the typical American high
school student. Asa result, few schools
wanted to take a chance on him, because
if they gambled and didn’t win the waiver,
then Hanlan would not able to play right
away.
His dad was persistent in calling

schools to convince them of Hanlan’s talents, so that they would take an initiative to

work out his case. Then-head coach Steve
Donahue and BC invested in Hanlan, and
within two weeks of the guard committing to the school, the NCAA waived the
Canadian, clearing the way for him to play
right away as a freshman.
At BC, Hanlan came in as someone
with potential and a high work rate, but
few took notice until he started putting
up big numbers and earning individual
accolades.
“I came in as an underdog, and a lot
of—mostly
every team knows me—and

every team scouts me like crazy, and I’m
considered one of the top guards in the
ACC, so definitely that’s the chip on my
shoulder,” Hanlan said.

T|

adding dummies are set up on

J thefloorofConteForum. Other
there were trashcans or
cones, not to mention chairs
times,

to dribble around. In the summer, Hanlan

might not have been sweating it out with
Chris Paul and other NBA stars, but he was
still out working on perfecting his trade, which
includes perfecting skills like pulling up off the
dribble and getting more comfortable scoring
from 15 feet out.
But it’s not just about getting better at
basketball—it’s also about becoming a teammate more aware of his surroundings. He’s not
kid anymore. Hanlan is a junior. On this team,
he’ll have to lead by checking up on guys to see
who’s struggling and who’s doing well.
“Sometimes,my first years, I was always a
quiet guy’ Hanlan said. “It’s not like I don’t like
talking to people, it’s just kind ofmy personality. But obviously, it got a lot better over this
summer and this year starting up. Coach has
made it one of my main focuses.”
Therefore, it’s important to look at who
else was in the video of the workout at Conte,
which Hanlan’s brother, Dee, posted on YouTube, because Hanlan isn’t out there by himself. The junior is accompaniedby sophomores
GarlandOwens and Darryl Hicks. They’re all
working on the same things and throwing a
little 1-on-l in there, too.
That’s because Hanlan is part of a team
that is trying to stick together on and off of the
court. Christian has emphasized togetherness
as a means to achieving team goals thatHanlan
has his eyes on. Despite all the individual praise
the guard hasreceived since gracing Chestnut
Hill with his lethal scoring ability, he hasn’t
been a part of a winning season. The only
postseason basketball he has played has been
three games at the Greensboro Coliseum, and
two of them were against Georgia Tech.
The program as a whole wants an atmosphere more positive than the one in
that locker room on that March evening in
Greensboro,and it will be up to Hanlan, the
team’s most talented player, to make sure
that happens. ¦

4 THE HEIGHTS |

NOV. 6, 2014

BASKETBALL PREVIEW FEATURE

THE HEIGHTS| NOV. 6, 2014

5

JIM CHRISTIAN’S CONFIDENT
HUMOR HAS BREATHED
NEW LIFE INTO BC HOOPS.
HIS FIRE COULD BRING IT
BACK TO RELEVANCY.
WORDS: AUSTIN TEDESCO
PHOTOS: EMILY SADEGHIAN

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE
e can’t see me, but

Hr* that’s not stopping
Jim Christian from
HU pretending he doesn’t
know who the hell I
am. His receptionist, Evan Librizzi, calls
out to him that I’m here while he rambles
about defensive principles with his longtime assistant Bill Wuczynski.
“Who the hell is this Austin?” Christian cracks as he leaves practice film
behind, turning the corner in the Boston
College basketball offices. “I’m supposed
to talk to some kid named Austin, and I
don’t know who the hell—”
I’m in his periphery now. This will be
at least the sixth time we’ve talked since
Christian was hired as BC’s new coach
last April. He knows me, I can only imagine, as the 20-something kid in a hoodie
who pesters him with questions about
help defense and pick-and-rolls.
“Oh, Austin! There you are,” he says,

BflJ

with a slight grin, throwing his hands up
in mock surprise. “How are you doing,
buddy?”
Librizzi chuckles, shaking her head at
what has become commonplace in this
crevice of Conte Forum.
Christian is funny, and he loves his
new job. Anyone close to him—his
players, his staff, the rest of the athletic
department—will tell you that. His biting enthusiasm has spread throughout
this place at a rapid pace in the last
six months. An atrocious eight-win
season, the firing of Steve Donahue,
and an extended coaching search left
BC basketball about as low as it could
be. But don’t ask him about it. As far
as Christian is concerned, basketball in
Chestnut Hill began on April 3, 2014
after he left Ohio University and the
MAC behind. The game film of the 201314 disaster is probably burned to bits,
with the ashes spread across the nearby

Reservoir, unwatched by the new head
of the program.
A reporter showed up to practice a
few weeks ago unaware of Christian’s
refusal to compare his first team to
Donahue’s last.
“All I know is the team I have,” he
said, cutting off a question mid-sentence.
“I don’t know what happened—l don’t
care what happened. Why they lost or
won—who cares?”
So, we’re not going to talk about last
year. Christian’s office door is open, and
he tells me to take a seat on the couch.
The space was about half empty in midJune —the furniture strangely arranged
almost exactly the way Donahue had
it—but the room is complete now. Two
cushioned black chairs face each other
with a couch to the right and a long table
in between. They face a flat-screen TV,
paused on a frame of a recent practice.
Wuczynski and Christian were talk-

A lot of the noise during BC basketball practices is caused by Jim
Christian’s assistant coaches. Christian relies on the trio of Scott Spinelli, Bill Wuczynski, and Preston Murphy to spark communication
and energy in the program. It’s a close staff with strong ties.

BILL WUCZYNSKI

ford said. “He’s more of a jokester off the
court. I’ve definitely heard him making
fun of guys. That’s a good thing to have,

provides advanced statistics and specific
video clips of his team and the competition. Every player on the team has an

when you’re comfortable hanging out
with your head coach.”
Clifford stopped by the basketball
offices shortly after Christian was hired.
There’s always a jar of candy at the
front desk, and Clifford was popping
in to snag a sweet. He didn’t bother
saying “Hi” to anyone in the office, even
though he’d been warned by Christian
to do so.
Christian yelled at him for it.
“Oh, crap,” Clifford thought. “These
guys are for real.”
“It’s the principal’s office to some,
and it’s the basketball office to others,” Christian explains. “It’s not the
principal’s office. I need them to come
in. I need to know what’s going on.”
During the season, Christian will
meet with each player roughly once
everyfour games. He says it helps him,
but it helps them, too.
“I think that’s important, because
you see them yelling at you in practice,
and it’s not personal, you know what I
mean?” Clifford said. “You actually have
an off-the-court relationship.”
To the right of the TV in Christian’s
office sits the room’s one unique form of
decoration. It’s a framed poster featuring a young, backlit basketball player
with white lettering around him. The
heading reads “CHARACTER.” What
Christian learns on the TV is important,
but when he’s on the court the poster
trumps the game film. Training his players’ character and mentality is his main
focus, and it takes a lot of yelling.

a
SCOTT SPINELLI
Spinelli comes to BC after stops at Maryland
and Texas A&M. The whole staff is energetic,
but Spinelli—affectionately called “Spinner”
on BC’s practice sheet—might be the most
wired of the bunch. He has a reputation as
a top-notch recruiter and was considered a k
steal for BC when he left Maryland,

ff WP
chirps at
me when
I get distracted looking around his office. “You need a coffee?”
When he’s not on the court, Chrisk tian’s voice pops, and his shoulders
T
A can flare up. His words come out a
H little gritty and deep, but the tone
PRESTON MURPHY
H always sounds light. It seems like
Murphy has the closest ties to BC. Like
I he’s always having a good time,
Christian, he graduated from Rhode Island, H
hoping no one takes anything too
and then joinedA1 Skinner’s staff at BC as the
V
He enunciates consoseriously.
director of operationsafter a stint coaching
high school basketball. He went back to URI as W nants so crisply when he’s messing
an assistant for four years before returning to j with you that you know it’s never
Chestnut Hill this season.
malicious.
“He definitely has that way about
1

L

'

k

him where he’s always on point,” Clif-

defense before I showed up. Christian
is a self-confessed Synergy-holic, sporting an obsession with the software that

iPad, and Christian can send each one
individual video packages of his one-onone defense or pull-up jumpers or any
other important detail that could pay off
later on. The players are going to start
getting even more video packages from
Christian as the season gets closer.
He believes in the use of analytics,
seeing it as a measurement tool and a
way to understand other teams. If you get
him started, he can talk about the little
details of defending the pick-and-roll or
help principles in man-to-man without
stopping to breathe.
Christian’s not crazy about talking
with the media, though. You can sense
it lingering in the background of interviews. He does it, and for his first year
as a head coach in a major conference
like the ACC, he does it pretty well, but
he’s always itching to just get back on
the court with his guys, or back in front
of the film, or back to laughing with his
assistants.
“Ah, gosh, we’ve got to do this media
stuff,” Christian told junior center Dennis Clifford on the way to TD Garden
for an event the other week. “I just can’t
wait to go to practice.”
He leaves the door open a crack while
we start talking. A few minutes into the
conversation, some hysterical cackling
breaks out in the hall between his staff.
Christian gets up out of his seat a hair,
desperate to see what is going on. Then
he sits back down when he realizes that
might be rude during an interview, and
he finally gets all the way up when he
concedes that he, unfortunately, probably needs to close the door so he can
talk about the new mentality he’s trying
to bring to the Eagles. That mentality
is a mix of ruthless toughness, powerful communication, and unwavering
confidence.

CHRISTIAN'S
FIRST RECRUITS
This is the seventh season Wuczynski has spent working under Christian.
He first joined Christians staff at TCU
and followed him to Ohio. Wuczynski
specializes in developing guards—especially point guards—and has the
most experiencein Christian’s defensive system. He’s a good motivator and
an intense coach in practices.

ing about a wrinkle in the team’s “2”

A
AM

hristian stops practice
in the middle of a deHal
fensive drill in late October, hands starting at
his sides before moving
out in confused exasperation.
“If you cannot talk and play, you will
never play,” he says.
His team is working on closeouts and
rotations against stationary offensive
players. Senior forward Eddie Odio isn’t
communicating as loudly or effectively
as he needs to.
Christian pauses, but then he keeps
going. They need to get this.
“On this basketball court, if you can’t
open your mouth, you will never get in
the game.”
Why does he harp on this so much?
“It keeps you in games,” Christian
tells me. “The more you vocalize, on
both sides, on offense and defense,
it keeps you engaged. It keeps your
teammates alive in play. They can be
aggressive because they know you’re in
the right spot. Everything is revolved
around everybody understanding where
they’re supposed to be.”
He expects it out of every guy.

“I tell them every day—l

don’t really

care about your off-court personality,”

he says. “You can be anybody you want,
but the on-court personality for our
team has to be the same. You can’t be
quiet out here. You can be a guy that’s
into yourself out there. I don’t care who
you are out there. You can do that all you
want. But for the amount of time we’re
on that floor, everybody has to have that
outgoing personality.”
Christian does his best to emphasize
that communication, but he gets a huge
boost from his staff. The first thing he
asked for from the BC administration
when he was hired was money to hire
the right assistant coaches. Wuczynski
has worked with him for seven years.
Scott Spinelli, whom Christian has
known for 20 years, left Maryland to
come here. He received a significant
raise on his $200,000 salary with the
Terrapins, according to The Washington
Post. Preston Murphy and Christian,
both University of Rhode Island grads,
have known each other for 15 years, and
Murphy previously served on the BC
staff under A1 Skinner. Clifford said the
trio of assistants basically comes sprinting into the gym every day for practice,
yelling and joking like it’s the best part
of their day—because it is. That energy
was key from the start, helping the players dig out ofthe dark March depths and
embrace intense spring and summer
workouts. Christian and his staff want
to inject positivity into every aspect of
BC hoops.
Everyone in the program the
players, the coaching staff, Librizzi,
the trainers, the academic counselor—wears
a black wristband with an

eagle logo and two messages written in
white: “STAY POSITIVE” and “TRUST
THE SYSTEM.” It was one of the first
things Christian gave his team this fall.
One player showed up to fall workouts
without it, and Christian asked him why
he came to practice naked. The player,
whose name Christian and Clifford
wouldn’t give up, looked at the coach
confused.
“You’re naked right now,” Christian
told him. “Get the hell out of here. Go
get your bracelet.”
Christian’s other character-building goal, besides communication and
positivity, is competitiveness. Midway

through practice, one of the managers
puts 16 minutes on the clock. For one
squad to get off of defense and win
the drill, it has to make three straight
stops —one

in the halfcourt, one off of

a high pick-and-roll, and then in a oneon-one matchup with the two players

handpicked by Christian. He calls these
one-on-one matchups “being put in the
spotlight.”
Olivier Hanlan, Patrick Heckmann,
Dimitri Batten, and Odio start off

defending in red jerseys. They have
trouble even forcing one spotlight
play. Anytime there’s a lull, Christian
or one of the assistants will scream for
more talking, and the team will oblige,
eventually keeping the communication
up itself.
With the minutes ticking down,
Hanlan swipes Alex Dragicevich for
the team’s second straight stop. He
slams the ball on the floor in relief and
lets out a brutal yell. Christian beckons
freshman Idy Diallo to challenge Odio
in the post. The gym starts going crazy.

Christian hasn't shied away from the importance of Olivier Hanlan this season.
He’ll need a superstar season from the junior to find success in his first year at BC.
What was once an organized drill becomes flat-out chaos. Murphy pounds
the floor. Everyone is cheering for Diallo
except the guys in red. Diallo makes
Odio bite for a fake and finishes at the
other side of the rim. The red team goes
back to defense defeated while Diallo is
mobbed by teammates.

"WE WILL DO THIS EVERY FREAKING
DAY UNTIL WE BECOME KILLERS.”

“Show me some f—ing heart,” Christian tells them after another stop. BC
football coach Steve Addazio could
make Vines of Jim Christian, and the

hashtags would all be R-rated.
Christian knows that his players care
about battling for starting spots, but
right now he’s just looking for guys he
can comfortably put on the floor.
“I don’t even, I mean, who starts is
important to them,” he says back in his
office. “It’s not important to me. Those
guys need to be worried about who’s
playing. Who understands enough to
get in, more so thanwho’s going to start.
I mean, you have to worry about that,
and they love that because they like to
hear their name called, but we have a
lot of guys who have to fight to show
they have enough understanding to get
in the game.”
The red team never gets those three
stops. The 16 minutes hopelessly tick
off the clock.
“Get on defense yellow,” Christian
booms. “They don’t want to play.”
Christian likes what he sees out of
the yellow squad, and he calls out to
video coordinator Chip Cunningham
to take a goofy-looking eagle off of
BC’s identity board. The board is on
the sideline of every practice. The players need to make 15-20 identity plays
throughout the day—things like taking
a charge or having every player on one
side of the ball communicate properly
and force a stop.
Christian ends practice and brings

his guys to the middle of the floor, ffe
talks to them about mental toughness,
ffe explains to them that they need to
play hard, always, but that playing hard
doesn’t mean running around faster.
To Christian, it means playing more
fundamentally sound. It means getting beat on one play and coming back
on the next one and being in the right
spot. Playing hard means establishing
the right habits.
“That’s the only reason we practice,”
he says.
He’s not finished.
“We will do this every freaking day
until we become killers.”
And they’ll do it because the competition will be relentless.
“They’re coming for our head.”

W.hen

Christian sits at his
desk, he can
see a row of
family photos
on a shelfto his right. Follow the photos,
and there’s a wide shot of a full Conte
Forum behind his head. Not full like
it sometimes got during the past four
BC colors blending into
years—with
visiting
seas of
blue—but
legitimately
packed with gold. It’s a respected BC
team protecting its home court. When
he looks up, he can see the two ways to
bring the program back to that point: the
TV locked on film study, and the poster
emphasizing where everything starts. He
knows that’s what matters now. ¦
¦
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JOURNEY MAN

FROM JERSEY TO
PHILADELPHIA TO
MISSISSIPPI, AARON
BROWN’S ROAD HAS
WOUND TO
CHESTNUT HILL.
WORDS: TOMMY MELORO
PHOTOS: EMILY FAHEY
“Life is a journey, not a destination” Ralph Waldo
-

Emerson
That’s the sort ofamorphic phrase you may expect
to hear from your artsy, free-spirited friend who’s
studying English, philosophy or theology. But there
is also some truth to it—at
the end of each part of
our lives, if we haven’t learned, experienced, or felt
something new, then what type of life are we living?
The journeyis our teacher, and it shapeshow our lives
will go in the future. It can end up defining us.
Aaron Brown’s journey has been a long and
winding road. To be precise, from his hometown of
Hackensack, N.J., to Chestnut Hill, Mass., it’s been a
road spanning eight years and 2,634 miles. It hasn’t
been an easy course, but he’s taken everything he
can from it.
Brown’s journey started at Paramus Catholic High
School, but after his freshman year, he transferred—a
move that would become commonplace for Brown.
Saint Benedict’s Preparatory High School in Newark,
N.J. wanted Brown to play for its team. Perennially among the top high school basketball teams in
the nation, Benedict’s often plays against other top
schools. Notable alumni from Benedict’s include Tyler Ennis, current point guard for the Phoenix Suns,
and J.R. Smith, current shooting guard for the New
York Knicks.
Brown points to this experience as the light switch
flipping on in his head, changing his path. “Playing with
them and putting up numbers, I was like ‘I could do
this at the next level.’” Brown said. “So, just staying at it
for three years, and also in the summer playing with my
national team, the U.S. Virgin Islands national team,
playing with pros, just getting as much exposure as I
could, I knew then that I could play at the next level.”
Brown wasn’t alone in his thinking—he was aggressively pursued coming out ofBenedict’s. He was
able to narrow his choices down to three schools,
Temple, Harvard, or Miami. Just as Brown was about
to make his decision, however, his favored path turned
into a dead end: then-head coach of Miami Frank
Haith, who had recruited Brown, left the Hurricanes
to coach at the University of Missouri.
With that avenue closed, he made his choice—he
would become a Temple Owl. “That was the best
school after that—l think it was the best school, they
were top-25 every year,” he said.
Brown’s career at Temple hit an early pothole, as he
hadn’t known that the Owls’ head coach, Fran Dunphy,
had a tendency not to play freshmen their first year at
the university. In the past six years, only two freshmen
have averaged more than 15 minutes per game playing
for Dunphy. Brown averaged 9.8 minutes per game,
the third most over that timespan. “It wasn’t a thing
where me and Coach Dunphy had a bad relationship
or anything like that—to this day we still talk and all

that stuff—but I think it was a learning process for
me,” Brown said.
By the end of his freshman year, however, Brown
proved himself to Dunphy, to the point where Dunphy ended up starting his freshman small forward
for the final eight games of the year, including the
NCAA Tournament. Brown flourished at Temple
in his second year, averaging 6.4 points per game on
46.5 percent shooting and corralling 2.1 rebounds per
game. At that point, however, Brown felt like his path
was leading him away from Philadelphia. “Going into
my junioryear, I justfelt like I needed to go somewhere
else where I could showcase my game to help me for
advertisements and play at the next level,” he said.
Brown cited a multitude ofreasons why he didn’t
think Temple was the best place for him to continue
working on his game. Chief among them was that
Dunphy was playing him out ofposition. “When we
beat Duke, I was playing the 4 against the Plumlee
brothers; when we played Maryland, I was guarding
AlexLen,” Brown said. He also saw the benefits ofplaying against the bigger guys, however. “It also helped
me because I would just sit at the top of the key, pick,
and pop three.”
Brown’s successful year was cut short early, however, as his trajectory sharply changed mid-season. “I
was on track to win Sixth Man ofthe Year, then I didn’t
play like the last eight games—don’t know why,” he
said. Brown saw the dead end coming up ahead, and
he decided to make the turn on his own this time. “I
knew then it was time for me to go somewhere else,”
he said.
Brown, granted his release from the Owls, turned
his attention to three other options—another Boston
school, this one endearingly loved by Boston College
students (Boston University, of course), Wagner College on Staten Island, and the University ofSouthern
Mississippi. Brown expressed a desire to reunite with
his Saint Benedict’s coach, Dan Hurley, at the University of Rhode Island, but the transfer within the
A-10 conference would have cost him two seasons
instead of one.
Brown eventually chose the Golden Eagles at the
University ofSouthern Mississippi, citing the fact that
Jareem Dowling, his head coach for the U.S. Virgin
Islands’ national team had gotten the head assistant
job at the school. “I went with him,” Brown said. “I was
like, 'Let’s keep it in the family” Brown thrived under
Dowling and his new head coach, Donnie Tyndall. He
finishedfourth on the team in points per game with 9.9
on 42.9 percent shooting. Brown alsoled the team in
three-point percentage with 39.1 percent of his shots
dropping. Meanwhile, Tyndall was leading the team to
its first regular-season conference championship and
into the National Invitation Tournament.
“We shoulda went to the [NCAA] Tournament

last year,” Brown griped. Still, he appreciated his time
as a Golden Eagle, saying, “Asa basketball player, I
think I got better in my all-around game, so I wouldn’t
say that was a bad move for me. Ithink it was a good
move for me.”
While it may have been a good move for Brown,
another curveball was coming his way. Tyndall was
recruited to coach the University of Tennessee’s basketball program, leaving Brown in limbofor a third
time in his college career. “I
had sensed it coming since
like January, when we were
winning games, and they
were talking about firing
people,” Brown said. “His
name was all around—Missouri, there, and a whole
bunch of other jobs was on
the table, so I figured he’d
be leaving.”
Tyndall’s departure was
just one factor in Brown’s
asking for his release, however. “It was farfrom home,”
Brown said. “I can say that
a lot of stuff outside of
basketball made me wanna
leave, but from a basketball
standpoint it was great.” Brown, as the lone starter
at Southern Mississippi with remaining eligibility,
admitted that the idea of staying a Golden Eagle and
becoming “the guy” there was tempting, but in the
end, the allure of coming home for his final year was

wins the game, so that’s what Ilike.”
Despite the team’s recent struggles, Brown has
high expectations for this iteration of the Eagles, saying it should be every team’s goal to reach the NCAA
Tournament and that this team is no different. If that
were to happen, it would certainly be an interesting
path to watch the Eagles traverse.
Brown’s transition to BC has been easy, according
to him, both ona basketball level and ona school level.

"[CHRISTIAN'S]

GOT THAT KIND OF
EAST COAST SWAG,
JUST THE WAY HE
TALKS AND HOW
HE COMMUNICATES
WITH ME.”

too strong.

Once Brown got his release, he immediately
became a popular guy, estimating that he got about
22 calls from different schools in 48 hours, including
Pittsburgh, Oregon, Florida State, and other ACC programs. Life opened up numerous options for Brown,
and he eventually chose to follow the pathwayknown
as 195 up to BC.

Why BC? Brown went from two teams that had
made either the NCAA Tournament or the NIT to a
team coming off an abysmal 8-24 season, had just fired
its head coach, and had lost two of its best players.
Brown was looking for that challenge, and he liked BC
head coach Jim Christian’s approachto it. “He’s got that
kind of East Coast swag,” Brown said. “Just the way he
talks and how he communicates with me.”
Brown is also fully onboard with Christian’s coaching philosophy and style. For Brown, rebounding isn’t
a toughness thing, it’s a discipline thing. He likes that
Christian shares that dedication to defense with him.
“He’s big on defense, and that’s what wins games,”
Brown said. “Not making shots and not making passes,
yeah, that helps, but defense and rebounding is what

Having gone through this before, Brown is no stranger
to packing up his life and moving elsewhere. As he

eloquently put it, “I feel like a free agent.”
Brown has settled into his role on the team
quickly—Christian was clear thathe wanted Brown to
be a leader, and Brown has stepped up. “Somebody’s
gotta hold everybody accountable and make everybody play and just bring energy teach them, but
not anything negatively,” Brown said. Brown believes
part of Christian’s reasoning behind wanting him to
be a leader has to do with his past experiences with
...

winning teams.

All along the way to joining the Eagles, Brown
has learned more than just basketball skills. “The
lessons I learned with basketball can prepare me
for after basketball, even with my family,” he said.
He’s also picked up quite a bit of basketball along
the way—skills he hopes will help him transition to
the next level.
The journey that Brown has been on through college is coming to a close after this year, but at the same
time, his journey through life is still early on. While he’s
faced plenty of twists, turns, and dead ends along the
way, it’s safe to say that he hasn’t seen his last change
of direction. And when Brown arrives at his destination, he can look back at his journeyand see how he’s
changed, and how he has effected a change on a team
desperate for one. ¦
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COMING TOGETHER
WORDS: JACK STEDMAN
PHOTOS: EMILY FAHEY
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rik Johnson stands motionless at the
I bacl< of the weight room, watching over

his team’s preseason lift session and
taking in the energy around him. The
head coach does not need to say or do anything, as
the 15 girls pump themselves up and jam out from
song to song as they work out, completely unaware
of their coach’s presence.
This scene presents a stark contrast to the recent
teams that Johnson has coached.
“The difference was, in the last couple of years,
the coaching staff had to be the energy,” Johnson
said. “I was the one pumping them up and pushing
them. We had to be the impetus.”
This year, the Boston College women’s basketball
team, led by junior captain Nicole Boudreau and
sophomore Kelly Hughes, looks to rebuild and establish anew culture by focusing on thelittle things
and stressing accountability.
“We didn’t hold ourselves accountable as much
as we should have last year, and that’s really what
Coach Johnson has been harping on,” Hughes said.
“We need to build in ourselves to not let anything
go by the wayside.”
Boudreau, the sole captain, agrees that accountability is the foundation of this year’s team.
“First of all, I need to hold myself accountable.
And once I hold myself to a high standard, I try
to get everyone on board with me and encourage
them and give them as much feedback as possible,”
she said.

Even on fan day, Johnson stops the crowdpleasing scrimmage to once more emphasize
the importance of all the little things. He does
not seem to care at all about their struggles with
the press or try to analyze their motion offense.
Instead, Johnson brings his team into the huddle
and calls them out for laziness in transition and
lack of communication on both ends.
Two sprints, down the court and back, follow.
There are times when Johnson has to refocus
his team, but overall, his job has been made much
easier this year.
The players have taken it upon themselves
to know when practice is and to ice and stretch
properly after games, without having to be told
by the coaching staff.
This may seem pretty standard, but part of
the struggles in past seasons can be attributed to
a lack of accountability.
When introducing his team to the fans, Johnson
makes it clear that there is a big difference between
a team that goes through the motions because the
players have to, and a team that does things for itself. Before handing over the floor to his players, he
emphasizes that this team works hard and finishes
every sprint not because he forces the players to,
but because they want to.
A key factor in the implementation of this new
team culture has been an offseason leadership and
team-building program, which the Eagles have
participated in during the last two summers. Led
by former special-ops soldiers from the armed
forces, “The Program” develops leaders andbuilds
team unity through shared adversity in the form of
mentally and physically arduous tasks.
Responsibility and mentorship often get overlooked in the high-octane world of Division I
sports, where individual talent reigns supreme, but
BC has gone back to these fundamentals provided
by The Program’s training regimen.

Johnson

stops another drill to deliver

a quick message.

“Don’t overthink it,” he said. “This

is what we do in basketball. We sprint

our ass back.”

Johnson stressed that once the little things are
ingrained in the players’ minds and they can bring
the hustle day in and day out, then the Eagles can start
focusing on strategy and getting better.
As far as that goes, the offensive firepower of
Boudreau and Hughes will be the focus and spark
of BC’s offense.

Bursting onto the scene last year as a freshman,
Hughes led the Eagles in scoring and finished 17th
in the nation in three-point field goal percentage.
Armed with a lethal jump-shot and impressive
range, Hughes has the ability to score from anywhere on the floor.
Boudreau, a two-year starter, has an eye for the
killer pass, leading the team in assists last year.
That’s not to say that she can’t score, though, as
she was right behind Hughes in points per game.
Her all-around game has been a staple in BC’s
offense during her freshman and sophomore
campaigns, and she will again be the focal point
of the backcourt.
“Boudreau to Hughes,” as the captain finds a
cutting Hughes for a smooth reverse lay-up, will
be a familiar sight for fans this year.
Not only will BC seek to benefit from its new
culture, but for the first time since the beginning
of last season, it will have a full team. By the end of
2013-14, the Eagles only had nine healthy players,
with seven or so playing regularly.
This year, six new faces—five freshmen and a
transfer—join the nine returning players to round
out a deep squad. Kailey Edwards, a transfer who
was recruited by Johnson and his staff at Denver
University, will sit out this season, however.
“We have been using our depth for increased
competitiveness and intensity,” Johnson said.
“We get after it because there is playing time on

NICOLE
BOUDREAU Junior

Johnson

takes his time to explaina continu-

ous 3-on-2 drill with two teams, emphasiz-

ing the fact that one point will be deducted
for not sprinting back. A few drills later, a

steaming

Johnson again stopsfree throw practice to chew
and his message is simple.

out his team for selfishness,
His

squad has a choice: the players can complain,

fall apart, and scrape through practice, or they can fix
something and work together to get better.
So far this year, his team has chosen the latter.
“Our culture has gotten a whole lot better,” Boudreau

said. “We trust each other, and that’s what makes us
good.”
Replacing the production of last year’s captains Katie
Zenevitch and Rachel Doherty will be a tough task for
the Eagles, but this deep and well-rounded team looks
determined and talented.
“The next step is just preparing for Stanford and also
our very competitive ACC schedule, practicing like we
don’t belong at the bottom of the ACC poll, and proving
people wrong and finishing nowhere near the bottom,”
Hughes said.
More importantly, the Eagles have been working
hard to create something different, something that goes
beyond the plays drawn up on whiteboards and the
preseason polls.
With a newfound belief in each other and an attitude
of togetherness, the Eagles have what it takes to exceed

IMPACT PERFORMERS

Height: 5’9”
Position: Guard

Points/game: 11.1
FG%: 41.6%
Minutes/game: 32.2
Rebounds/game: 3.51

Boudreau’s leadership and all-around
game brings stability
to BC’s offense

the line.”
Players and coaches alike agree that the number
one goal is to make it to the NCAA Tournament,
and that starts with making some noise in the
ACC —undoubtedly
the toughest conference in
women’s basketball.
After going 3-13 in conference play and losing to
Virginia in the first round of the ACC tournament,
the added depth will allow BC to compete with the
likes of North Carolina, Duke, and Notre Dame in a
stacked conference.
“We can play at a higher octane because we are
not pacing ourselves,” Johnson said. “I can shuttle
people in and out of the game much more quickly,
and they can play harder for shorter stretches.”
Not only does the freshman class provide muchneeded depth, but it brings new positions to the
team as well.
Lacking any true point guards or post players last
year, BC played mostly at the perimeter, desperately
relying on the outside shooting of Boudreau and
Hughes. Asa result, the Eagles were unable to generate much offense against better teams.
Martina Mosetti, Ashley Kelsick, and Rachel
Gartner are all looking to earn minutes at the point,
while Katie Quandt, the tallest on the team at 6foot-3, provides an inside presence. Ella Awobajo, a
versatile player who can play either guard or forward,
will also be vying for playing time.
“Not only are the new people going to have to
step up, but I think our returning players are coming
back stronger,” Boudreau said. “Everyone is going
upwards in their skillsets and what they’re comfortable doing.”
Lauren Engeln, Kat Cooper, and Alexa Coulombe
lead a much improved group of core players who
will see expanded roles this year and battle with the
freshman class for playing time.
Such high competition on a big team oftentimes
leads to players butting heads, but Johnson and his
staff have made it their priority to make sure that
the team comes first.
Engeln, a returning starter and one of only two
seniors on this young squad, is relishing the opportunity to become a leader and go out with a bang in
her last season.
She will benefit the most from this year’s depth
after being forced into an unfamiliar point guard role
at the end of last season.
“I’m stoked to definitely take on that leadership
role,” Engeln said. “Probably the biggest thing right
now is knowing that you can take the freshmen aside
and tell them that you’ve been through what they’re
going through.”

KELLY

HUGHES

Sophomore
Height: 511”
Position: Guard

Points/game: 11.2
FG%: 43.3%
Minutes/game: 27.1
Rebounds/game: 4.6

A breakout performer
as a freshman,
Hughes is the most
talented scorer on
the roster.

expectationsthis year, but with such a young squad,
it will be an uphill battle.
One word, echoing around Power Gym after
every huddle sums up this team’s willingness to
take on the challenge: “Together.” ¦

KAT

COOPER

Redshirt Junior
Height: 6 0”
Position: Guard /
forward

Points/game: 8.7
FG%: 42%
Minutes/game: 25
Rebounds/game: 3.1

Cooper returns
experience and
veteran shooting
prowess to BC this
season.

8 THE HEIGHTS |

NOV. 6, 2014

BASKETBALL PREVIEW FEATURE

MIGHT
"I WAS LIKE, 'S —T,
JUST BE A BIG STIFF FOR
THE REST OF MY LIFE.'"

WORDS: CONNOR MELLAS

DENNIS CLIFFORD'S
ESCAPE FROM THE
INJURY ABYSS

J\

s far as the rickety, treacherous

world of hand-shot high school
sports footage goes, this YouTube clip is of a remarkably rare, wonderful
breed. A bit shaky and featuring some cinematically uncouth camera zooms and baffling
special effects—but coming in pristinely at
720 p—the video features footage from Dec.
27, 2008. Bridgewater Raynham is putting a
beat-down on North Quincy. Wearing No.
55, looming what seems like 55 feet above
everyone else onthe court, 16-year-oldDennis
Clifford is impossible to miss.
Getting low on defense, Clifford’s arms
are swinging out wide. He’s stutter stepping
with lightning-quick ease, and side-shuffling
nimbly with his man. A forced bounce pass
leads to a turnover and a fast break. Clifford
sprints down the court alongside the interceptor with a lanky dexterity. His teammate muffs
the layup, but Clifford is there. Slamming the
_

"I LOVED
MOVING
AROUND,
AND THAT
WAS KIND
OF MY
IDENTITY
ON THE
COURT.”
ball home and taking the foul, the big man
leaves the overmatched defender defeated
on the floor.
The crowd goes freakin’ nuts —one man
wearing a Michael Vick Falcons jersey simply
stands there stunned, covering his mouth—and once his teammates finish mobbing him,
Clifford heads to the line. From breaking out
of the paint to burying the rebound, Clifford’s
entire sequence lasts five seconds.
“Did you get that on video?” someone
marvels.
ix years is a long time. It’s enough

z)

time to finish growing and round

out at a diminutive tree-sized 7foot-1. It’s enough time to, as a freshman on the

Boston College men’s basketball team, play in
31 games, start in 25, and—by averaging nine
points and five rebounds a game—emerge
as a cornerstone for the future. It’s enough
time to be named a sophomore captain of a
program apparently on the rise, to become
the most strikingly visible member of a young,
talented team.
It’s also enough time to watch helplessly,
and endure miserably, as everything spirals

into a frustrating black hole of inescapable
pain.

I“ loved moving around, and that was kind
ofmy identity on the court,” Clifford said. “And
then, sophomore year, I was like, 'S—t, I might
just be a big stifffor the rest ofmy life.’”

Leaning
I

forward on a metal folding
chair in Power Gym, Clifford cools
down after an October practice. For
the first time since his sophomorepreseason,
Clifford’s playing without pain and going 100
percent. BC head coach Jim Christian and his
staff are keeping a cautious eye on the center—making sure wear and tear and overuse
don’t spark an injury relapse—but right now,
Clifford hasn’t felt this healthy in ages.
“Phew, that was a long time ago, that was
probably freshman year,” Clifford said. “I’m
even feeling better now because I’ve gotten
bigger and stronger, I’ve had the chance to
growinto my body. Now I’m feeling even better on the court where guys aren’t pushing me
around as much. Youknow what I mean? I’m
starting to do what I’m able to do.”
Cliffordseems fully recovered—mentally
and physically—from an injury ordeal that
stretched over two harrowing years and
forced him to wonder if he’d ever make a full
recovery. It led to a sophomore season spent
playing in pain, knee surgery, a medical redshirt as a junior, and the disappointment of
an uncomprehending fan base. It all started
with a dunk.
Two yearsago, Clifford went up for a dunk
in a preseason practice and tweaked his left
knee coming down. He limped off the court,
knowing something was wrong. Clifford
played on and tried to rehab it, but the injury
worsened. MRIs indicated some mild irritation behind his patella, but other than that,
they came up clean. Asa former high school
soccer midfielder and defender, Cliffordbuilt
his game on the court around his speed and
quickness—he wasn’t a lurching mountain of
a body he was a big guy who could move. But
as the injurypersisted, all ofa sudden he physically couldn’t move the way he needed to.
Then, everything got worse. Against Penn
State, Clifford rolled his right ankle. He had
been overcompensating with the right side of
his body to carry the left, and suddenly, there
was nowhere else to go. He missed the subsequent three games but continued to play in
front of confused fans, never scoring doubledigits, his legs damaged and always in pain.
“If [Olivier Hanlan] drove a lane and
dished it off to me, I couldn’t even friggin’ do
anything with the ball,” Clifford said. “There
was a point where [former head coach Steve

Donahue] was like—l was just in such bad
shape—that Coach was just like, Yeah, stay on
the opposite side ofthe ball. I was basically just
in there to be a big body on defense.
“Part of me was like, 'l’m just gonna have
to stick with it and change my game,’ and the
other part was like, 'Jeez, this sucks.’”
At the start of his junior year, Clifford, his
parents, and Lyle Micheli of Boston Children’s
Hospital decided he should undergo surgery.

"I DECIDED
TO RED
SHIRT AND
TRY TO
RESYNC
MY WHOLE
BODY.”
The procedure cleaned up some debris in his
knee, but the pain persisted, and he was unable to get back as quickly as he’d hoped. BC’s
doctors diagnosed him withbilateral chondromalacia, and said there was a chance he was
always going to feel some pain or discomfort.
The junior kept trying to come back, but the
pain would always hobble his efforts.
“There would be days I felt better, and I
like,
was
'Oh s—t, I might be able to play again,’
and then the next dayI’d be back to square one
again,” Cliffordsaid. “If you sit out for a whole
year straight, going back to 100 percent, you’re
not going to be ready for anything.”
Clifford missed the first 14 games of last
season, recording 12 minutes against Clemson and 21 versus Virginia Tech. Growing
increasingly frustrated with the situation and
BC’s push to have him play through what it
considered a chronic condition, he finally
decided to take a medical redshirt before the
Syracuse game on Jan. 13.
“I didn’t know any better sophomoreyear,
so I kind of just played through that—that’s
what they were telling me,” Cliffordsaid. “But
my junior year, I was like 'Listen, Ikind of want
to give this a try.’ So, I wasn’t in shape, I wasn’t
ready to play, Iwasn’t ready to get back on the
court, so I decided to redshirt and try to resync
my whole body.”
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what he’s talking about,’” Clifford said.
Clifford responded positively to the
early treatment, and in conjunction with
BC’s doctors they developed a plan. Phase
Two meant pool exercises, rehab, and leg
strengthening—for almost two years, Clifford had barely worked on his legs. With
Clifford feeling increasingly better, it was
time for Phase Three. Clifford got back on
the court.

ufficiently cooled off from practice, Clifford’s morerelaxed at this
"
point—his renewed appreciation
for the complexity of the human body is
clear, along with his sense of humor.
“Yeah, I look at myself as a scientist now,”
Clifford said. “It’s weird, over the course of
the two years, I probably tried to get back
like 20 times. There was probably like 20
separate times where I would rest, and rest
didn’t really do anything to help the way that
your body moves—l didn’t really get better, I
would just try to get back and then it would
hurt again, and I’d be like, ‘Crap, I can’t do
this anymore.’”
But against all odds, Clifford is doing it.
He’s a 22-year-old, healthy redshirt junior
with two years of eligibility left, and the opportunity to play a vital role as Christian begins his attempt to turn BC men’s basketball
around. There’s not a big place in the NBA

for guys like Clifford with an injury history,
but who knows—two seasons of high-level

performances, and he could earn a flyer in
some team’s training camp.
But after the last two years, Clifford’s become keenly aware of his career’s mortality.
“I’m acting like this is my last season,”
Clifford said. “These are the guys I came in
with, I’m a senior now in school, I’m already
older than everybody. It’s kind of like, I want
to act like this is my last season. Every day in
practice, act like this is my last shot.”
Like everyone of his teammates, Clifford
wears a black and white wristband bearing
the message “STAY POSITIVE” and “TRUST
THE SYSTEM.” The irony of the message
isn’t lost on him. He laughs, but swears he’s
buying into Christian’s system 100 percent.
With a buzzed head and goofy smile,
Clifford still looks a lot like he did freshman
year, which is pretty similar to that 16-yearold kid wrecking high school basketball
defenses on YouTube. He’s matured through
the journey, though, made to appreciate
the simplicity of side stepping, running,
shuffling, jumping around the court, and
slamming home dunks. Power Gym is
empty at this point, and the interview finally
comes to an end. All 7-foot-l of Dennis
Clifford stands up to leave, and he walks
to the door.
No pain. ¦

MEDICAL REDSHIRT
FRESHMAN YEAR
Clifford came
to Chestnut Hill
guns blazing
playing in 31
gamesand
starting in

25 of them.
The center
averaged 9
points and 5
rebounds per
game.

hat decision to redshirt marked a
turning point for Clifford. Once
he made the call, it was bad, but

it was settled—he could give getting better a
real shot. Within weeks, Clifford linked up
with Henry Degroot, his “guy off campus”:
a massage therapistand strength and conditioning coach who serves as a performance
and rehab consultant.
In their first meeting, Degroot told Clifford he could help. He was going to be able to
move the way he was meant to move again.
Degroot took a cumulative look at Clifford’s
body, observed that the tightness in his hips
put stress on his knees, and began breaking Clifford down to scratch, loosening his
muscles and redesigning the way his body
moved. Phase One was to get Clifford walking
without discomfort again.
“I remember, like, the first week that I was
able to get out of chairs without pain, I was
like, ‘Oh crap, this guy actually might know
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SOPHOMORE YEAR
The second
go-around
proved
disastrous
for Clifford,
as he played
in 30 games
but struggled
with pain
and
immobility
for the whole
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season.

