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Data show gender discrepancy Union
contract

proposed
By Molly

LaPoint

Heights Staff

After 10 months of negotiation, the University has
proposed a new contract for the 270 facilities workers
of the Local 615 chapter of the Service Employees
International Union (SEIU). The union will be voting
on the updated contract Wednesday, and the union's
bargaining team is in favor of passing it.
"The negotiating committee is going to highly
recommend voting for it," said Barry Bennett; a
grounds worker and member of the union bargaining
team. "Everybody that I've talked to is very happy

The Boston College athletics department
spent $1.14 million more on men's athletic scholarships than on women's athletic scholarships
in the 2008-09 academic year, despite there
being slightly more female than male varsity
athletes.
Spending a total of$14.13 million in one year
on athletically-related financial aid, theathletic
department distributed $7.63 million to male
athletes and $6.49 million to female athletes,
according to documents obtained from the Office of the Financial Vice President. There were
352 male varsity athletes at BC last year, compared to 366 female athletes. The $14.13 million
in scholarships represented a marked increase
from 2003, when BC spent roughly $9.34 million
on athletically-related aid.
"We budget the scholarships 50 / 50," said
Eric Ziady, associate athletics director ofbusiness operations. However, Ziady said thatwhen
expenses are calculated at the conclusion of
each year, that is not always the result. "Every
year there's going to be some variance in terms
of how much is actually awarded just based on
what recruits accept scholarships,"
According to the National Collegiate Athletic
Association's (NCAA) guide, Gender Equality in
Intercollegiate Athletics for 2008, institutions
of higher education that provide athleticallyrelated financial aid are required under Title LX
to award "substantially proportionate"funding

clarification of Title IX,the Officeof Civil Rights
(OCR) defined substantial proportionality as exact proportionality or a disparity of one percent
resulting from changes in enrollment.
Athletics Director Gene DiFilippo attributed
the difference in spending on men's and women's
scholarships to the higher prevalence of male
varsity athletes who attend BC during one or
both of the summer sessions that are offered
by the University.
"More men go to summer school," DiFilippo
said. "Men's football and men's basketball stay
both summer sessions, and our other programs
just stay one session. They're required to go
to school in the morning, and in the afternoon
they work out on their own. It allows you to go a
course lighter during the year or to make up for
a course that you may have had to drop."
Last summer, there were approximately 140
athletes who were enrolled in at least one summer session, including approximately 60 who
were present at both sessions, Ziady said. He
also said that any scholarship disparities could
have been the result of long-term planning by
individual sports and coaches.
"From a coach's perspective, just because
he or she may have five scholarships to give
in a particular year, he or she may not want to
award all five of those to that class," Ziady said.
"They may want to redistribute them amongst
the other classes so they're not turning over as
many kids each year."
According to the NCAA guide, examples of

legitimate non-discriminatory factors when
accounting for inequalities in scholarship
spending include actions taken to promote the
development of athletic programs, unexpected
variations in male and female participation
rates, and unexpected last minute decisions by

recruits not to enroll.
However, the guide also states that summer
aid "generally should not be included in analysis
for Title IX purposes."
BC is required to submit federal forms
(EADA reports) in regard to athletics financing
each year, and undergoes a review by the NCAA
every 10 years, said Jody Mooradian, senior associate athletic director. The most recent NCAA
review occurred in the fall of 2008, resulting in
the University's certification.
"They looked at all our recent EADA reports
and all areas regarding academics, equity and
diversity, and compliance," Mooradian said.
There is some variation among BC's peers,
based on data obtained from the U.S. Department of Education Web site. Duke University, a
fellow ACC member school, had a male-to-female student-athlete ratio of about 60 to 40 in
2008. The Duke athletic department distributed
$13.34 million in athletically-related financial
aid in 2008, with approximately61 percent going
to male athletes and approximately 39 percent
going to female athletes.
The University of Miami, also a member of
theACC, had a male-to-female student-athlete
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to male and female student athletes. In a 1996

By Patrick Gallagher

Assoc. News Editor

with it."
The main point of contention in the contract was
Article 18, which prevents the University from hiring
outside contractors for overtime work. In light of the
recent economic downturn, Boston College wanted
to alter the clause to allow for hiring SEIU members, who were not BC workers, for overtime work.
BC proposed a new contract at the end of January,
which the union turned down in a Jan. 26 vote. After
further negotiations, the University proposed a new
contract Feb. 11.
This contract offers six years of job security to
current employees in exchange for allowing BC more
flexibility in managing its workforce. "The tradeoff
was job security for employees in exchange for the
University being able to manage the workforce in a
more efficient way," Lewis said.
The union wanted to make sure that the University
did not replace the jobs ofretired union workers with
contractors, Bennett said. BC reassured the union
that this was not its plan by stating in the contract

Micaela Mabida and Patrick Raab tookover 46 percent of the vote.
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Boston College, in partnership with the American
Cancer Society (ACS), hosted 1,350 participants at
the third annual Relay for Life walk-a-thon Friday
night.
The event, which raised money for cancer research,
education, and advocacy, lasted 12hours, during which
participants lapped the Plex track to show their commitment.
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This year's fundraising goal of $125,000 was met
through efforts of event coordinators working over the
past few months.
SurvivorMark Herzlich gave the opening speech to
kick off the event. "When I was diagnosed, it was one
of the darkest times of my life, but it showed me who
I was as a person," Herzlich said. "I told myself, 'I'm
not going to let this cancer beat me, I'm going to push
through. I needed to be fighting for something,'"
After Herzlich spoke, survivors took a ceremonial
first lap around the track. "I'm excited to be here,but
also very emotional," said Martha Hayward, a cancer
survivor and first-time event participant. "I came because I wanted to represent a comparatively younger
group of survivors than is usually thought of."
This year's attendance of 1,350 exceeded that of
last year's 1,000. "It's heart warming to see the number of people here, and the students who are willing
to give their time and money," said Nancy Baker, a
cancer survivor. "[The night] is overwhelming, but it
reminds me of how overwhelming my experience with
cancer was."
Whitney Downum, event organizer and liason for
the ACS, who works with seven schools in the Boston
area, said she has a personal connection to her work.
"This is my 21st year of involvement with Relay for
Life," she said. "I got involved when my mom was diagnosed with breast cancer. She died when I was 14."
During the night) the Plex became a campground
ofsorts for the 86 teams that participated. Each team
strove to have a member on the track at all times.
Groups including the Dance Ensemble, FISTS,

and the Heightsmenperformed throughout the night.
Event planners also organized activities for students
such as a Miss Relay Competition, a root beer beruit tournament, and a dodgeball tournament. [The
night] is very exciting," Downum said. "But it's not
just about fundraising and not just a night to have fun.
For my family and me, it has always been how we have
dealt with mom having cancer."
Many students said that they were relaying because
cancer has directly affected their lives in some way,
whether they themselves or a loved one had battled
the disease. "No one in my family has ever had cancer,
but I wanted to be more involved after listening to the
"

See Relay, A3

Students lapped the Plex track for 12 hours Friday evening.

press on to
final round
Kris Munden and Talal Rojas
eliminated in primary election
By Michael Caprio

News Editor
Micaela Mabida, CSOM '11, and Patrick Raab, A&S
'11, received 46.78 percent of the total vote in FViday's
Undergraduate Government of Boston College (UGBC)
presidential and vice presidential campaigns.
The Mabida-Raab team will join presidential candidate Charles Witmer, CSOM '11, and vice-presidential
candidate Courtney Dower, A&S '11, whose team received
33.52 percent of the final vote, in advancing to the final
elections round.
Kris Munden, A&S '11, and Talal Rojas, CSOM '11,
came out with 19.7 percent of the total vote and will not be
advancing to the final round.
1,924 total votes were cast, a slight decrease from last
year's 2,182 votes.
The UGBC Election Committee measured voterturnout
in the primary election by class and graduation year. Freshmen in the College of Arts and Sciences had the highest
turn-out Thursday and Friday, contributing a total of 414
votes. Seniors in the Connell School of Nursing had the
lowest vote count, with five members of its demographic
participating.
While the Mabida-Raab ticket held the lead, the Witmer-Dower team had success in the junior class ranks,
taking 222 junior votes, slightly more than Mabida and
Raab's 207.
A final debate will be held on Feb. 16 followed by final
voting on Feb. 18 and 19. \u25a0
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things to do on campus this week

?

Author of Move the Crowd

Crisis

Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Heights Room

Discussion of Haitian history and the current crisis
in Haiti with Regine Jean-Charles
(BC moderator), Marc Prou (UMass),
Erica Caple James (MIT), and Linda
Forry (Mass representative).

2

Fred

Thompson

Tuesday

Today

Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Devlin 008
Mike Bruny, author
of Move the Crowd,
will explore the power of the
spoken word and share how
the lyrics of many artists have
inspired him.

3

Time: 4:30 p.m.
Location: Higgins 300

Listen as Gary Rhoades,
general secretary of the

American Associate of University
Professors, speaks on academic

freedom and responsibility in
hard times.

FEATURED ON CAMPUS

Race, sexuality interconnected

4

Friday

Wednesday

Time: 9 p.m.
Location: O'Connell

Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Cabaret Room

House

The Pink and Black Cam-

Stop by the O'Connell
House this Friday for a night of
free food, great music, and some

time with friends. The event will
run until 1 a.m.

FOUR DAY
WEATHER FORECAST

The Pink and Black Campaign

on campus
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paign, launched in 2005,
raises awareness about breast cancer in Boston's black communities.
It's ambassadors conduct many
advertising campaigns.
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Professor charged with capital
murder in Alabama shooting

Partly Cloudy

1

A University of Alabama
biology professor accused of gunning down three of
her colleagues during a faculty meeting had been denied tenure and only had months left teaching at the
school, a university official said Saturday. Ray Garner,
a spokesman at the Huntsville campus, said 42-yearold Amy Bishop had been denied tenure months ago,
and this was to be her last semester. Three others were
wounded in Friday's shootings.
HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (AP)
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The panel discussion, "That's Mad Gay...kNOw Homo," spoke of the mediasrole in the use of derogatorylanguage.
Hu

For The Heights
Students gathered in Higgins Hall Thursday night for a
panel discussion titled, "That's
Mad Gay kNOw Homo."
This discussion was held
...

in conjunction with Boston

College's celebration ofBlack
History Month
and was sponsored by United
Front and the
GLBTQ Leadership Council
(GLC).

The event
featured Ricco
Siasoco, a professor in the

concept of masculinity affects
society, and where and how the
concept of black masculinity
originated.
"We often compartmentalize race and sexuality as if
they are separate," said Chyna
Mcßae, director of AHANA issues for the GLC and A&S '10.
"In reality, our
identities such
as race, class,
gender, and

"We often
compartmentalize
race and sexuality as
if they are seperate. In
reality, our identities
such as race, class,
gender, and sexuality
co-exist"

English depart-

Chyna Mcßae,
GLBTQ Leadership
Council
?

ployee; Martin
Summers, a professor in the
history department; and Will
Charnley, LSOE '11.
The main focus of the discussion was on the use of
homophobic and derogatory
language in the media and how
expressions such as "no homo"
and "that's gay" have become
commonplace in society.
Additionally, questions
were raised including whether
"gay is the new black," how the

questions of
race and sexuality was a focal
point of discussion throughout

the presentation.

ment; Khloe

Scurry, CSOM
'12; Sarah Hogan, an O'Neill
Library em-

sexuality coexist." Interaction between

The event
began with a
variety of music lyrics that

demonstrated
how the use of
phrases such as "that's gay"
and "no homo" have become
prevalent in today's pop culture.

"During [an] interview with
Cam'ron, the first hip-hop artist to use the phrase 'no homo,'
we were able to demonstrate on
the one hand, the hilarity of the
phrase and on the other, that
his constant repetition of the
phrase shows how he ascribes
to a hegemonic masculinity,"

Fax(617)552-4823

Business and Operations
General Manager (617) 552-0169
Advertising (617) 552-2220
Business and Circulation

(617) 552-0547
Classifieds and Collections

(617)552-0364

said Meßae.
Derogatory language in the
media has become so commonplace that individuals use
phrases such as "no homo"
without a second thought, the
presenters said.
"It reminds me of the 'N
word.' [Black Americans] have
been put down, and now it is
their turn to put others down,"
Scurry said.
The speakers called into
focus the problems created by
the void of a GLBTQ resource
center on campus. While the
speakers varied in their opinions regarding the presence of
homophobia on campus, they
all emphasized the dangers
associated with a lack of open
discussion on the topic.
Despite the seriousness of
the discussions, laughter also
rang throughout the room
when Siasoco posed the question of what would happen if
students viewed everyone as
gay until they asked them if
they were straight.
"I thought the program was
a total success," said Jaclyn
Kundrat, A&S '12. "This assembly of differing experiences
gave the dialogue a necessary
and effective element of diversity. I walked away being more
aware of the complex intersection of race and sexuality
everywhere and here at BC. We
need more events like this on
campus." \u25a0
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On Campus

EDITORIAL RESOURCES

News Tips
a news tip or a good idea
for a story? Call Michael Caprio,
News Editor, at (617) 552-0172, or
e-mail news@bcheights.com. For
future
e-mail, fax, or mail
a detailed description of the event
and contact information to the
News Desk.

Have

Advocate group to host student
financial aid day at the State House
The Association of Independent Colleges and Universities in Massachusetts (AICUM), an organization that
advocates for need-based financial aid for Massachusetts students at independent colleges and universities,
will be hosting Financial Aid Day at the State House
on Feb. 24 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The event is aimed
at increasing awareness among area college students
regarding federal and state financial aid opportunities,
and is expected to draw students from over 40 participating colleges. Interested students should contact Jeff
Soo at sooj@bc.edu.

Sports Scores
Want to report the results of a
game? Call Zach Wielgus, Sports
Editor, at (617) 552-0189, ore-mail

sports@bcheights.com.
Arts Events

The Heights covers a multitude of
on and off campus
including concerts, movies, theatrical
events both

-

.

By Stephanie

The largest foundation in the state will give $50 million to Boston area efforts fighting climate change. The
campaign marks a shift for the organization, which has
never before publicized its charitable works. The $1 billion Barr Foundation will give multiyear grants over the
next five years to public transportation projects and local groups that help reduce greenhouse emissions. "It's
a global problem of catastrophic proportions, but we
have the ability in metro Boston to make reductions,"
said foundation executive director Pat Brandes.

performances, and more. Call Kris-

National
Robot-assisted prostate surgery
gains popularity among patients
Robot-assisted prostate surgery has become the new
trend in surgical procedures, according to a report by
the New York Times. Last year, 86 percent ofprostate
operations in the U.S. were robotically-assisted, according to the report. A national studied indicated
that while robotic-assisted surgery might lead to fewer
complications at the time of the surgery, it might also
lead to more impotence and incontinence. Roboticassisted prostate surgery does, however, cost between
$1,500 and $2,000 more than conventional surgery.

ten House, Arts and Review Editor,
at (617) 552-0515, or e-mail review®
bcheights.com. For future events,
e-mail, fax, or mail a detailed description of the event and contact
information to the Arts Desk.

Clarifications / Corrections
The Heights strives to provide its
readers with complete, accurate,
and balanced information. If you
believe we have made a reporting er;
ror, have information that requires a
clarification or correction, or questions about The Heights standards
and practices, you may contact
Matthew DeLuca, Editor-in-Chief,
at (617) 552-2223, or e-mail editor®
bcheights.com.
CUSTOMER SERVICE
Delivery

Police Blotter
2/10/10
Wednesday, Feb. 10
3:22 p.m. A report was filed regarding a
party who was in the Commonwealth Garage
without authorization. The party was identified and sent on Ins way.
-

-

2/12/10
8:24 p.m. A report was filed regarding a
student who' reported being harassed by a
former co-worker. The student stated that
she did not want police to become involved
at the time.
-

9:05 p.m.
A report was filed regarding
an unsecured vending machine in Cushing
Hall. There were no signs of forced entry,
and the incident appeared to be neglect.
The company was notified to respond and
secure the machine.
-

Thursday, Feb. 11
11:39 a.m. A report was filed regarding a
possible larceny which may have occured last
November in Creagh Library.
-

12:01 p.m.
A report was filed regarding
a student who believed that an unknown
person had entered her dorm room in Rubenstein Hall. Nothing was taken at that time. A
work order was filed for a lock combination
change.
-

12:20 p.m.
A report was filed regarding
a manhole that did not have a cover on it
outside Kcyes Hall. The hazardous condition was reported to the proper department

2:33 p.m.
A report was filed regarding a
party who reported that her brother, who is
a BC alumnus, had taken her motor vehicle
-

"How did you celebrate your Valentine's Day?"

"It was Chinese New Year, so I
went home to celebrate that."

12:51 a.m. A report was filed regarding a
motor vehicle that was traveling in the wrong
direction on Campanella Way. The insurance
on the vehicle had been revoked. The vehicle
was towed.

Advertising
The Heights is one of the most
effective ways to reach the BC
community. To submit a classified, display, or online advertisement, call our advertising office at
(617) 552-2220 Monday through
Friday.

?Kenny Chang,
A&S 12

The Heights is produced by BC
undergraduates and is published
on Mondays and Thursdays during
the academic year by
The Heights, Inc.
(c) 2010. All rights reserved.

Friday, Feb. 12
-

-

for action.

Voices from the Dustbowl

To have The Heights delivered to
your home each week or to report
distribution problems on campus,
contact John O'Reilly, General
Manager at (617) 552-0547.

"We went to a Bostonian's
rehearsal."
Brian Greenwood,
CSOM '13
?

2:35 a.m. A report was filed regarding
a student of Edmond's Hall who reported
being physically assaulted off campus. The
-

-Ally Norton, A&S '13

party was transported to a primary care
facility. The student was advised to contact

CORRECTIONS
In an article published in the

the Boston Police.

Feb. 11 issue titled"Ad-

ministrators

without authorization and may be in need
of medical assistance. He is known to frequently visit the campus.

"I went to my friend's SASA
?

Source: The Boston College
Police Department

dance performance"
?Ethan Jacobs,
A&S 13

concerned by
rise in GPAs," it was incorrectly stated that students are
currently able to view their
classmates' grades on the BC
UIS system.
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Sex & the Students circle Plex to support awareness

student
body

Joseph Pasquinelli

Boston College has one of
the most beautiful campuses
in the nation. Not only are
the buildings and landscaping
pretty, but so is the student
body. The women and men are
driven to compete with each
other academically and physically. That is, students at BC
are striving to be recognized
for both their scholarly work
and for the work they do to
look their best. To put it in
simple, crude, objectifying
terms, a five at BC is a seven
or eight almost anywhere else.
As pretty and as immersed
as we are in the alleged
"hook-up" culture, we have a
great deal of difficulty talking about sex and sexuality
in terms that are not simple,
crude, and demeaning.
This is a conversation BC
students need to have with
themselves, the administration, and
most frightening
of all
each other. However,
these conversations are difficult to have. This begs the
question, "Who is to blame
for the stifling of the conversation?"
A great deal of students
who are disillusioned or dissatisfied with the Catholic
Church and a Catholic university would probably blame the
Church and administration for
making sex and sexuality such
a taboo topic.
There is some merit to this
argument, but it is not the
sole or best reason for our
lack of ability to have frank
and honest discussions on the
topic. Yes, we live in a Christian culture that does not
?

?

seem to create an atmosphere
in which "talking sex" is appropriate. Yes, the University
is Catholic and must uphold
what some might call "archa-

Relay, from Al
speeches of other organizers,"
said Lisa Bridgman, member of
the Relay planning committee and
A&S '13. "They were so moving
because most of them had had
cancer themselves or had a family

member with cancer."
The Luminaria Ceremony,
which took place later in the
night, gave people an opportunity to come together in remembering those loved ones lost
to cancer while also honoring
those who have won their battle.
Students dedicated luminaries
to friends and family and then
lined the outside of the track
with them to symbolize BC's
solidarity against cancer.
"I look forward to the event
every year,"

Downura said. "It's

amazing to see so many people,
and it gives me hope for the
future." \u25a0

Union to vote on updated contract this Wednesday
Unions, from Al
that it does not plan to replace
bargaining positions with outside
workers. "Limiting the outside
contractors is a very strong point
for us," he said.
Another important point of
the contract is that it gives the
union the right to go back to the
bargaining table in about five and
a half years, when the contract
expires, said Kathleen Sellers,
STM '14. Sellers was active in
collecting student signatures on
a petition that urged the University to treat workers more fairly.
"It makes sure that on the
other end of this contract when
they have to go back to the table
that the union's protected and
that these workers can really
speak up for themselves," she
said.
The University has also agreed
to consider a tuition exchange
program. Currently, children
of University employees do not
have to pay the cost oftuition to

attend BC if they are accepted.
Through the tuition exchange
program, they would receive a
$29,500 scholarship to attend
any ofthe 600 participating universities across the country. "You
can almost mold yourself to the
school, because

Both sides seem pleased with
how negotiations were ultimately completed, Sellers said.
"Ithink they're satisfied. [The
union's] side came to the table
and made compromises, which
is what a negotiation is about. I
don't think either
not everyone is
"It seems like a win- side got their
capable of going
ideal situation,
win
both sides. but
to BC," Bennett
both sides
said. "We still
We
good about are satisfied."
have to win that, it, and I think Boston
Bennett agrees
but they will talk
that the contract
College does too" proposed is good
about that, which
is great."
for both the union
and the UniverDespite the
Bennet,
Barry
many months of
sity. "It seems
Member, Union
like a win-win
negotiation, both
the union and the
for both sides,"
Bargaining Team
University were
he said. "We feel
primarily concerned with regood about it, and I think Boston College does too."
taining job security for employees. "At the end of the day, our
Given the current economic
priorities were really aligned,"
situation, job security is imLewis said. "I give the union portant. "In tins day and age,
credit for creativity in terms of that's a very significant benefit,"
coming up with the framework Lewis said.
for a settlement."
New employees will not have

for
feel

?

"

the same six-year security, language created in the conand if layoffs must be made, tract. In writing a contract,
the last employees hired will sometimes the wording does not
be the first to be
reflect the exact
laid off. However,
meaning, which
the University is
can create tenhoping to keep all New employees will sion. "We don't
workers it hires.
not have the same want [BC] to be
"We're looking to
able to say, 'Well,
six-year security,
not lay off [emthat's not what it
ployees]. That's
and layoffs must says,'" he said.
one of the reaThroughout
be made, the last negotiations,
sons to decrease
the
overtime," Lewis employees hired will University and
said. "It's our top be the
to be laid the union have
priority that anyretained a good
one we hired in
relationship,
the past or hire
Lewis said. "At
in the future will
the end of the
have long, successful careers day, the parties' relationship
at BC."
remains strong."
The union and the University
Bennett agrees that the rewill continue meeting, Lewis lationship is still good. "Even
said. "We're going to meet on for the entire nine months,
a regular basis and see how we both sides were very civil to
can best get work done."
each other," he said. "It was
What is important now, Benvery professional. I don't think
nett said, is that both sides
there are any hard feelings on
remember the intention of the either side." \u25a0

if

first
off

Gasson Hall parapet offers Eagle's view of campus

ic" beliefs and values about
sexuality. However, these two
factors should only contribute to when, where, and with
whom sexuality is a topic of
conversation. These should
not be factors in how we talk
about it.
So who is the real culprit
behind our stifled conversation? Who is to blame for BC
students not being able to talk
to each other honestly and
openly about their feelings
and the role sexuality plays
in their relationships? It is
the student body, particularly male students, and our
preconceived notions about
masculinity. Men are presented with these images of the
"ideal" male. He does not talk
about his feelings because, as
the "ideal man," he does not
have any. He is in great physical shape with six pack abs,
chiseled pectoral muscles, and
well defined biceps. He can
drink a thirty rack of cheap
beer and then chase it with a
bottle of even cheaper rum. He
does all this while objectifying
the women around him and is
careful to never mention the
way he actually feels.
What is the problem with
this? First and foremost, it is
not psychologically healthy to
keep feelings bottled up, but
it also hurts the campus as a
whole because it does not foster an atmosphere for having
a frank discussion on sexuality. This does not mean (male)
students should wear their
emotions on their sleeves, but
they should be able to talk
about their feelings. These
conversations about their feelings should lead to conversations about the role sex and
sexuality plays in their lives
and relationships.
Once we have an understanding of that role, the BC
student body can begin to
make healthy, sound, and prudent decisions about the way
they view sex and the student
body.

Joseph Pasquinelli is a columnist
for The Heights. He welcomes comments at editor@bcheights.com

The newly-renovatedspires of Gasson Hall (top left) rise 200 feet above
the iconic building. The building's demonstrates its historyby its ringing
mechanism, installed in the early 20th century (top right) and the names of
students from past classes etched on the Gasson bells (bottom left).
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English language learners, exchange students adjust
Cultural differences can crewhen adjusting to campus life.
"The transition was not too hard ate the biggest problems for
international students adjusting
for me, but I went to an internaFor most students, college tional high school," Lee said. "All to American cultural life, Lee
said. "For me, the
can be a big adjustment. But for
the courses were
"I think people tend biggest problem
the 3 percent of'BC students that in English and the
are foreign national residents,
students spoke in to think, 'What will is I always have
to ask," she said.
English. I heard
language and cultural barriers
have added other obstacles to the it was difficult for you do with a liberal "I do not always
understand things
transition into college life.
students who went
arts degree?'"
the first time beThe first day can be tough. to regular high
cause of cultural
Brian Yook, an international schools. It is reJi Hae Lee,
differences. That's
student from South Korea and ally hard for them
the most exasperCSOM '12, said English was an to become friends
A&S '12
ating thing, I canobstacle for him that made his with other kids at
first, not because of cultural diffirst day of BC especially chala lot more liberal here and open
lenging. "It was really difficult ferences, but language barriers."
for me at first because my English
Some students have chosen to compared to Korea. At first that
adjust readily, choosing majors was daunting, but now I am used
was not that great," he said. "Also,
to it."
American students have so many not associated with their respecdifferent interests since they have tive languages, Lee said. Some
For Yook, the differences he in
totally different
cnoose
on
the ideology. "I think American
cultural norms. culture puts more of an emphasis
backgrounds."
"I do not always
on the individual rather than
"People in Korea
The son of a
understand things believe that ma- the group community," he said.
Korean business
"People tend not to care what
joring in business
man, Yook's famtime
the
ily influences have
or science is more other people think. Korean people
because cultural practical," she care so much what other people
been important in
That's the said. "I think peo- would thinkif they do something,"
his choice to maple tend to think,
he said.
jor in accounting,
most exasperating
The transition, though, has
a trend common
'What will you do
with a liberal arts been a growing experience, he
among some inthing I cannot
degree?'"
ternational comsaid. 'Also, society requires more
always relate'"
munities, he said.
Lee, an Engindividual responsibilities here,"
"I've always wantlish major, said Yook said. "When I was in Korea,
Ji Hae Lee,
ed to work in any
that her choice of I just had to follow what adults
sort of business
told me to do. However, I real/ a major was not
A&S '12
field," he said.
influenced by her ized that I had to do things by
language background, but rather
myself here since no one tells me
Ji Hae Lee, an international
student from South Korea and her passion for her subject. "For to do things. I began to adjust to
me, English was never too much
A&S '12, attended an internathis kind of culture, as I started
tional liigh school in Korea before of a problem because I lived in hanging out and studying with
coming to BC. The transition the States for second and third
American friends. It was more
from Korean to English was not grade," she said. "I know I'm not
like I adapted in order to survive
as difficult,. Lee said. Lee said
in this society. It was a bit tough,
as good compared to American
she has observed the difficulties students, but in Korea I was but I don't regret my decision to
many other foreign students face
come to this country." \u25a0
good."
By Rebecca Kailus
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Ji Hae Lee, A&S 12, attended an international school in Korea before coming to BC, where she is nowan English major.

Hussey to take new position as Brighton District 14 police captain
By

Michael
News Editor

Caprio

dense student and immigrant populacan present unique challenges,
Hussey said. The Allston-Brighton
area is a safe district, but one that
can be made safer with community
efforts, he said. "There isn't a lot of
violent crime in the neighborhood, but
there are ways the community can be
involved."
With a large number of BC students
living in his district, Hussey said that
he has been cognizant of the University's role in the neighborhood. "I've
tions

Cpt. James Hussey has taken the
post as captain of Brighton's District
14 police force, overseeing operations
in neighborhoods surrounding Boston
College.
Hussey had previously worked as
police captain in Cohasset, Mass.,
where he headed the department for
five years.
Policing an area known for its

already been in contact with Bill Mills
[director of community affairs] and in
talking to the captains who have been
out here previously, there has been a
very strong partnership between the
department and the University," he

said.
Hussey has also encouraged greater
communication between the police
department and other organizations.
Community organizations such as
the Brighton-Allston Improvement
Association and the Allston Civic

Association hold monthly meetings
where citizens and police can meet
and discuss relevant issues.
When asked about the recent efforts by the District 14 police to combat underage drinking in the neighborhood, Hussey said that alcohol issues are among the largest problems in
the neighborhood and will be treated
as such. "When students are living
away from home for the first time
things can get out of hand," Hussey
said. "You have people experiment...

ing with alcohol and drugs. We have
been trying to do some prevention up
front and educate some youth with the
potential dangers."
While Hussey said he would work
to discourage underage drinking
in District 14, his self-proclaimed
number one goal is to ensure student
security. "Our biggest concern is for
people's safety." he said. "We'll enforce the law and use the court system
when necessary, but we want people
to be safe." \u25a0

Scholarship data show disparities in compensation
Scholarships, from Al
ratio ofroughly 47 to 53 in 2008.

Spring Break comes to life...

Lrve Concerts
Awesome VB> Parties
Beautiful Beaches
Scenic Cliff Jumping
Spectacular Sunsets
Book Y©«r IMp Tod sy! Con tact :

1.800.426.7710

1.800.648.4849
www-itiliMMaLcom

Miami's athletic department
distributed 56 percent of all
athletically-relatedfinancial aid
to male athletes last year, with
the remaining 44 percent going
to female athletes.
At BC, the Flynn Fund is
responsible for all funds raised
on the behalf of the athletics
department. Prior to last year,
donations to the Flynn Fund
rose significantly since 1999,
when the Flynn Fund was able
to raise $3.9 million in gifts to
the athletics department. In
2008, the Flynn Fund raised $21

million.
"All the fundraising goes
through the Flynn Fund," said
Jim Paquette, associate athletics
director of development. "People can give toward a specific
scholarship, toward a specific

sport. There's a good amount
that's just unrestricted."
The cost of scholarships is
offset by multiple factors, including a $10 million subsidy
that the athletics department
receives from the University annually. Additionally, fundraising
and ACC revenue-sharing add to
the athletic department's fiscal
flexibility.
A full scholarship at BC was
worth $52,439 for the 2009-10
academic year, according to the
annual report released by the
athletics department. DiFilippo
said that scholarships are distributed based on a number of
qualities.
"We want people with good
character, we want people that
are good students, and we want
people that are good athletes, in
that order," he said. "We otter
them scholarships if we think
they can help us." \u25a0
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Male athletesfrom high revenue sports, like football, have received a higher number of scholarship dollars than women.
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EXPERIENCED LEADERS!! Spend
the summer outdoors doing work
that keeps you physically
active;
forge new friendships in a team
atmosphere; enjoy the pride and
satisfaction of gauging your progress
and seeing results. Every summer,
College Pro hires over 7,000 student
leaders. Guaranteed $585 per week
salary for working 40 hours! Hiring
Now! Call (888) 427-7672 ext. 423 or
e-mail jlandrebe@collegepro.com.

BABYSITTER NEEDED A family
residing in Chestnut JHill/BC area is
looking for responsible babysitterwith
a car. We need a babysitter on two
afternoons (any 2 days of Monday
or Tuesday or Wednesday) to pick
up children (6 and 9 years old) from
a neighborhood school, drive them
home for a snack, and then drive them
to after-school activities. 6-7 hours
per week. Please send an e-mail to
nashideti@yahoo.com.

SUMMER JOBS For Environmental Action! Earn $350-$550/week.
Work with Environmental Action
on a campaign to protect our forests. Make a difference while earning valuable campaign experience.
Call Marty at (617) 338-7882.
BECOME A JETBLUE CAMPUS
REP
HIRING FOR FALL. Run
events and create promotions on
your campus for Jetßlue Airways.
Earn great incentives and gain amazing experience for your resume! Go
to: Repnation.com/Jetßlue to apply.
-

BABYSITTING JOB Need fun-loving babysitter. Weekends and/or
weekday evenings for our daughter (10) and son (8). We live close
to BC's Shea Field. If interested,
call Laurette at (617) 733-3309.

OFF-CAMPUS HOUSES and sublets! Still looking for that perfect junior year apartment??? Call

ACROSS
1 Put : sail
6 Lyricist Sammy
10 Word of woe
14 "Lost" network
15 "Milk's favorite
cookie"
16Stoicism founder
17 Upright or grand
18 Office divider
20Baseballerwitha
1
u
tomahawk
on his
jersey
22 Opposite of
NNW
23 Myrna of'The
Thin Man"
24 Sharpshooter
Annie
28 Corp. boss
29 Sawyer's buddy
31 Oremaker of
frozen potatoes
32 "Like I haven't
heard that
before
35 Eyelid woe
37 Covert govt.
group
38 Nights, to poets
39 4x platinum hit
sinqle, co-written
by Michael
Jackson and
Lionel Richie
44 PC key
45 Actress Natalie

GREENLINE REALTY today! (617)
731-5434. Or just stop by to see us
at 1956 Beacon St. (next to Cityside
in the heart of Cleveland Circle). We
still have premium apartments in all
of the best locations.

Have you thought about adoption? Loving and devoted married
couple hoping to adopt. We hope
you will consider us in your options. To learn more, please call us
toll-free at 1-877-841-3748, or visit
our Web site www.roseanneandtim.
com. Please be assured all conversations are held in strict confidence.
With gratitude, Roseanne and Tim.
Check us out online at Facebook,
Twitter [twitter.com/bcheights), or
the official Heights Web site
(www.bcheights.com) for breaking
news and upcoming multimedial
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DOWN
1 Spanish snacks
2 "In memoriam"
news items

Directions: The Sudoku is played over a 9x9 grid. In each row there are 9 slots,
some of which are empty and need to be filled.
Each row, column and 3x3 box should contain the numbers 1 to 9.. You must

follow these rules:
? Number can appear only once in each row
? Number can appear only once in each column
? Number can appear only once in each 3x3 box
? The number should appear only once on row, column
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By Jack Mclnturff

3 Weighing device
4 Sicilian erupter
5 "Anne of Green
Gables"setting
6 Insured patient's
outlay
7 Many an Iraqi
8 German "Mister"
9 Zero
10 Pontiac SUV
named for an
early Mexican
3
!^ 3" arland
12 uIt starts with
enero
13 Trinity member
19 Russian prince
known as
"Moneybag"
21 Horn beep
25 Ruled, as a
writing pad
26 Genesis garden
27 Deviates from a
course
28 Sonny's partner
29 Popped (out), as
to the outfield
30" Mommy
kissing..."
32 Lawman Earp
33 Bounce back
34 Auction off
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40 The Seven Year
Itch" actor Tom
41 Rebuked
42 Promise in court
43 Remus' twin
48 Speeder's
downfall
49 Useful quality
50 Knack

52 Computer
memory units
54 "Return of the
Jedi" dancer
55 Hawaiian strings
56 Strange: Pref.
57 Jewelry stone
58 Corrida cheer
59"Madama
Butterfly" sash
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area.

Answers below
Answers to Crossword and Sudoku
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Clough Center Lecture Series
The Clough Center for the Study of Constitutional Democracy presents:

Break for Spnng Break 20% OFF with this ad*
Offer expires March 15
Check our reviews on Yelp

Kristi Andersen
Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs
Syracuse University

"Incorporating Immigrants into
American Civic and Political Life"
Wednesday, February 17, 2010 4:30 pm
McGuinn 3"' Floor Lounge
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
"One wordfrees us of all the weight and pain of life: that word is love"

'Heights' endorses
Witmer and Dower

-

Sophocles

Witmer and Dower platform combines experience with a
pragmatic approach to the issues.
This year, The Heights endorses
Charlie Witmer and Courtney Dower
for Undergraduate Government of
Boston College (UGBC) president and
vice president. We encourage all students to vote for Witmer and Dower,
and for the University to facilitate
ease in voting by sending an e-mail
containing a direct link to the online
polls to every student. With a sensible
platform and pragmatic approach,
Witmer and Dower are best equipped
to face the job. They possess a balanced perspective that will allow them
to address on-campus issues as they
arise, while also working to implement annual events, such as the fall
and spring concerts and Modstock,
that students have come to expect.
All of the candidates should note that
The Heights is strongly in support of
the work of current President and Vice
President Al Dea and Alex Hirs. They
have successfully put on a fall concert
and other events that have appealed
to students. In finding
creative ways to work
within the

parameters

of the UGBC, they

serve

as a model for good
student government.
When issues of race

sake.
Both tickets have developed platforms that address No More Than
Four, alcohol amnesty, sustainability,
and other prominent issues currently
affecting BC students. The decision
between the two tickets comes down to
what one understands as the primary
obligation of the UGBC. Students at
BC are divided, the common wisdom
seems to go, into two groups. There is a
vocal segment of the student body that
ress for progress'

is diligent in keeping certain perennial
issues in the minds of those on campus.
There are other students who are not
entirely decided on whatever the issues
of the day may be, but they have a right
to a student government, as well. While

we carry social and political issues with
us from the worldoutside BC, the UGBC

exists only here, and should strive to

take on that which pertains specifically
to BC's campus.
Every year in UGBC elections, the
question of experience and the importance of prior involvement in the UGBC

We encourage all

students to votefor
Witmer and Dower
With a sensible
platform and practical
approach, Witmer
and Dower are best
equipped toface the job.
They possess a balanced

with him the benefit of
currently serving as
Dea and Hirs' chief

...

-

The Heights
The Independent Student Newspaper ofBoston College
Established 1919
Matthew DeLi c.a, Editor-in-Chief
John O'Reiua , General Manager
Darren Rimi, Managing Editor

Contributors: Molly Lapoinlc, Rebecca Kailus

UGBC No More Than Four petition

arises. Witmer carries

of staff. For the last
three years, this has
been a track to the top
UGBC post, and we
think this is rightly so.
take the role of moderaChris Denice, former
UGBC president and
tor or facilitator, instead
BC'O9, and Hirs both
of falling on one side of
the issue. This method
served as chiefofstaff.
perspective that will
has proven effective.
allow them to address Witmer has developed
The AH ANA Leaderthe relationshipswith
on-campus issues as
ship Council (ALC) and
administrators that
are necessary for reGLBTQ Leadership they arise, while also
Council (GLC), are semiworking to implement alizing almost any
autonomous groups for
objective during the
annual events, such short time one has
good reasons, but this
as the fall and spring
autonomy should go
as UGBC president.
both ways the prior- concerts and Modstock, Dowerbrings the outity of the UGBC should
perspective of
that students have come side
be to allow the ALC
someone not involved
and the GLC to operate
to expect.
in the UGBC. For their
in the way that those
platform, which aims
groups deem best. The
to build a communal
Heights is worried that Micaela Mabida BC spirit, her perspective is necessary.
and Patrick Raab have designed a platUGBC candidates have the habit
form in which the UGBC will become of overloadingtheir platforms for the
overly involved in the affairs of the ALC sake of their campaigns. The Heights
and the GLC. The'se groups are fit to believes that it is better to present the
handlethese problems, and do not need Universitywith a clearand achievable
the overarching hand of the UGBC in all vision ofwhat will be done for the stuof their initiatives.
dent body at BC. Witmer and Dower
For instance, both tickets support a have developeda strong paradigm for
GLBTQ resource center. Students have the student body in their support for
be,en trying to establish such a center on developing campus traditions, such
campus for more than five years. In April as a Spring Weekend, and the place2005, the UGBC Senate passed a resolument of a new statue at the student
tion allocating space in McElroy Comentrance to Alumni Stadium. It will
mons for student use. Nothing came of be easier for them to maintain this
it. It is clear that more could have been platform and add on the work done by
accomplished if the Senate had been the ALC and the G-LC than for Mabida
less hasty to pass a resolution. We feel and Raab to adopt the best elements
that Witmer and Dower understand the of Witmer and Dower's platform.
needfor this essential campus resource. Witmer and Dower believe in the poThey wouldbe willing to dedicate a portential for a strong collegiate culture
tion of the UGBC offices on the second at BC under which students of differfloor of 21 Campanella Way to housing ent racial backgrounds,religions, and
a resource center. They said that a economic circumstances could join in
physical space is paramount as a place one campus identity.
in which GLBTQ students can gather,
We believe that Witmer and Dower
whereas Mabida and Raab worry us in will have a successful presidency if
theirreliance on a virtual student union they are able to prove to the campus
as a universal resource.
that a weekendof traditions is a more
This site, as proposed by Mabida and effective way to address division than
Raab, would provide, it seems, updates a series of panels. They have the poand information about campus events. tential to emphasize what binds us
The Heights feels, however, that students together, rather than what makes us
are pleased with the current means of different from one another.
publicizing events and programs, and
The Heights, while recognizing the
that more efforts to bombard themwith value of the stance Mabida and Raab
campaigns would become tiresome. have taken on University policies, feels
Witmer and Dower, on the other hand, that Witmer and Dower will do a better
display a sincere belief in the students job in leading a UGBC for all students,
and the UGBC. We think that Witmer one which will draw on thework thathas
and Dower know that students do not been done before and that will leave the
need more in the way of Web sites and campus with something it did not previprotocols. Instead, we hope that they ously have. Vote for Witmer and Dower
will focus on something more than prog- Thursday and Friday.
and sexuality have arisen, Dea and Hirs have
maintained a judicious
position, choosing to

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Students of Boston College:
As you may know, the Boston City Council
unanimously passed an ordinance sponsored by City
Council President Michael P. Ross. The ordinance
redefines the word 'family' as defined by Boston
Zoning Codes. The effect of this amendment is to
make it illegal for four or more unrelated undergraduate students to inhabit a dwelling:
"...one person or two or more persons related by
blood, marriage, adoption, or other analogous family
union occupying a dwelling unit and living as a single,
non-profit housekeeping unit, provided that a group
office or more persons who are enrolled as full-time,
undergraduate students at a post-second any educational institution shall not be deemed to constitute a
family. A group residence, limited, as defined in clause
(228) of this Section 2-1 shall be deemed a family."
Councilor Ross has explained his efforts by stating, "This measure will prevent landlords from turning small apartments into high-rent, student-only
housing. This will make so-called student neighborhoods to be more affordable and desirable for families and recent college graduates, while protecting
students from price-gouging landlords."
While we respect Councilor Ross' opinion, we
believe it has had unintended and negative consequences. Landlords realize that college students desire to live off-campus near their respective schools;
they are able to raise rents unilaterally because they
know that students are often desperate given limited
budgets or lack of on-campus housing. Unfortunately, the most practical and most common solution
is for students to partner with fellow students and
divide the rent. Moreover, students are often forced
to include more people into these spaces, and living
conditions and quality oflife may be compromised.
In practice, landlords are refusing to lower their
rents because it means a major reduction in the
revenue they once received from these properties.
Students are either forced to circumvent this zoning
code by continuing to put more than four people in
the unit or pay drastically higher rents per person.
While we don't condone ordinance violations, it
creates the potential for an unfortunate situation for
the renters and landlords. This ordinance is only one
of a number of challenges facing college students in
the Boston area. With the large number of universities located in Boston, it is safe to say that Boston is

one of the country's largest college towns. The students are a major part of the city's economy, yet this
measure serves to discriminate against them.
Although other cities have similar ordinances, the
City of Boston is the only one to single out "undergraduate students." As residents of the City of Boston and constituents of its elected officials, students
living off-campus have a right to expect that the City
Council will work to address these concerns.
Moreover, it is also illegal for a student to be

asked about his personal information, and this
ordinance leaves the door open for authorities to
delve into this information in hopes of catching rulebreakers. This measure provides authorities with a
tool for intimidation and can be used to scare the
students into divulging private information
Furthermore, this measure is also rather insulting
to the college population because it blankets them
with a reputation that is not deserved. One underlying goal of the measure was the prevention of "rowdiness" in the neighborhoods around colleges that
serves to scare off family populations. It is categorically untrue to say that all, or even most, college
students are inconsiderate and unruly neighbors.
In response to this ordinance, the UGBC Senate Off-Campus Housing Committee has drafted a
petition in hopes of the immediate repeal of said
ordinance because of the undue hardship it has
imposed upon those undergraduate students who
choose to live off-campus. We will distribute the petition among the affected local Boston area schools
to help in collecting signatures. Our final goal is
that through the collection of a large number of
signatures, we can demonstrate to the City Council
that this ordinance negatively affects undergraduate
students. We hope you will join us in this quest by
signing our petition and we thank you in advance for
your continued support.
Petition can be found online at
UGBC.org or
http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/againstno

morethanfour/
UGBC Senate Off-Campus Housing Committee
Tyler Schenk
Senator, OCHC Chair
Harvey Simmons
Senate President

Music for Mark a success due to many contributors
"Music for Mark" raised $1,094 for Uplifting Athletes and the Beat Cancer cause. If you missed it, the
event was a 9.4 hour music marathon back on Dec.
4. Two months of planning went into the event, and
there are many people to thank all across campus for
its success.

Big thanks to Mer Zovko, Michael Forcier, Mark
Al Dea, and the event sponsors The
Emerging Leader Program, BC Dining Services, and
the Undergraduate Government of Boston College.
Thanks to James Diloreto at BC Athletics and Kenneth St. Martin at the Bookstore for the athletic
tickets and bookstore donations to the event.
Thanks to Jonathan Sage and all at MTS for
helping with the sound, and to Tom Mayo and Rich
Crear at print services for help with the flyers and
posters. Thanks to Coach Spaz and Baldwin for making appearances at the marathon, Ben Heider for the
Herzlich,

-

video footage. Beth Gionfriddo and Kate Walezak,
and Andy Rota for all of the graphic design help.
In covering the event, thanks especially to Melissa
Beecher, Jack Dunn, Lee Pellegrini, Christopher
Huang, and the BC Chronicle as well as BC Magazine
and Tom Christopher, Thomas Cooper, Anna Murphy, and Ben Birnbaum. Thanks also to The Observer
and The Heights.
Finally, a huge thank you to the performers
who volunteered their time and talent for the event,
including Heavy Feather, Madrigal Singers, Voices
of Imam, BC bOp!, the Acoustics, Connell Driscoll,
Tomy Y, Dance Organization, Swingkids, the Bostonians, and last, but certainly not least, Ayla Brown!
Thank you to anyone who donated, came by, or

helped out in

Dennis Cams

AdS'U

READERS NOTE:

The Heights welcomes Letters to the Editor not exceeding 200
words and column submissions that do not exceed 700 words for
its op/ed pages.
The Heights reserves the right to edit for clarity, brevity, accuracy, and to prevent libel. The Heights also reserves the right
to write headlines and choose illustrations to accompany pieces

submitted to the newspaper.
Submissions must be signed and should include the author's
connection to Boston College, address, and phone number. Letters
and columns can be submitted online at www.bcheights.coni, by email to editor@bcheights.com, in person, or by mail to Editor, The
Heights, 113 McElroy Commons, Chestnut Hill, Mass. 02467.
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OPINIONS

Changes for the Catholic Church

Thumbs

Up

Fireworks
or a humble
light?

Charles Mangiardi
Relay for Life This past
FViday the Plex was filled to
-

-

Hold your head up, solo
athlete from Albania, your
country's dignity rests on
your shoulders. Look out
for more updates from the
slopes and the rink (go U.S.
curling team 2010!).

"We are the World"

-

This

year marks the 25th anniversary of the original "We

the World," which donated proceeds to relief in
Africa. This year, the celebrity artists may be slightly
different (Lil Wayne gets a
solo?) but the cause is no
less noble. The proceeds
are heading to Haiti, so
jump onto iTunes and show
your support. Also, who
doesn't love a Miley Cyrus /
Enrique Iglesias duet?
are

Thumbs
Down
Vindictive - TU/TD has
noticed a disconcerting trend relating to the
Comm. Ave. and Newton
bus drivers (no, not their
need for a 10 minute break
every 25 minutes). A hint:
When students are running
in heels and a skirt down
Coßo, they're not finding
a clever alternative to the
treadmill shortage in the
Plex. Stopping for more
than .05 seconds would
be much appreciated. We
know you see us.
Presidents' Day - Monday, Feb. 15 honors the
birthdays of great presidents, including Lincoln
and Washington, and yet
the BC administration sees
no need to commemorate
these great men by treating
the campus to a long weekend. The Fathers of our
country would be rolling
over in his grave if he only
knew how little respect
they had garnered here in
Chestnut Hill.
Copycats This weekend Percy Jackson and the
-

Olympians: The Lightning
TVite/(incidentally the
most ridiculous movie title
ever) premiered to audiences who suffered from
severe deja vu after exiting
the theater. A young boy
discovers that his odd
talents are actually magical
powers and enters a secret
world full of mysterious
creatures? That sounds
strangely familiar...
-

South Beach Is there no
escape? The cast of Jersey
Shore will be trekking down
to Florida for the next season, which will take place
in South Beach, Miami.
TU/TD is onto MTV's
evil plan: Slowly destroy
non-Guido tourism to all

American beach hotspots.
Congratulations, you're
succeeding.

Dan Esposito

was himself a molester, accused years
earlier at his old parish in the Bronx.
Rather than being punished, he was
eventually rewarded with a promotion
to pastor of our parish.

The Archdiocese of New York
exposed me, and hundreds of other
Croton children, to the kind of sexual
abuse that can destroy a life. I may
have gotten through unscathed, but I
have never again been able to attend a
diocesan service without reservation.
Nor have hundreds of other Crotonites, who migrated to the Episcopal
Church across the street or simply
stopped attending mass. Can sheep
ever forgive their shepherds for handing them over to the wolves?
I personally rediscovered my faith
when I came to Boston College. I have
found the Jesuits to be of a higher
ilk than the men that ran my parish
into the ground (although, I am aware
that they have not been untouched by
scandal). This campus has a vibrant
and faithful Catholic community; I
have many friends whose lives are centered on their faith. Not a single one
of them has plans to enter the priesthood. If Pope Benedict wants to truly
deal with the scandals, he'd do well to
take note of that fact.
Pope Benedict, like John Paul II
before him, has treated the scandals
like a temporary annoyance. He is
an academic, a theologian, and St.
Peter's Basilica is the world's tallest
ivy tower. He doesn't see once-vi-

Paul Krugman

I think would actually make a difference, Michael? I think if everybody here
excuse all the members of the press
who are here if everybody here turned
off your CNN, your Fox, your blogs."
Obama quickly added MSNBC to the
list after Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA)
reminded him.
Krugman, a New York Times op-ed
columnist and a Nobel Prize winning
professor of economies at Princeton
University, combines two qualities
rarely seen in journalism today. Krugman, the professor, brings the academic
credentials of a 2008 Nobel Prize in
Economics with a low-key writing style
that allows him to boil down complex
economic topics without losing the
substance of the issue. In his columns,
Krugman can be the most progressive
critic of the Obama's administration
centrist economic policies and inability
to pass healthcare reform. Especially
in the last two years of the recession,
Krugman's economic knowledge has
made him one of the most credible
commentators on the economy and the
Obama administration's response. In
his blog, "The Conscience of a Liberal",
he supplements the topics addressed in
Ins columns with thorough explanations
of his viewpoints and the links to the
data he examines. Tins effort solidified Krugman's laudable attempts to
educate and provide people with the
information that ground Ins assertions.
On the other hand, Krugman, the
-

-

Kevin Swanson
I'm nominating Professor Paul Krugfor President of the Responsible
Political Pundit Party. The inability of
the Senate to pass any legislation and
its paralyzing effect on the operation of
the Federal government demands the
attention of the American people. It
also demands that our nation's journalists rise to the challenge and provide
the American people with the information needed to cast their ballots. The
entertainment news culture that hosts
the majority of the political dialogue
in our country must be traded in for an
education-based news model. Instead of
watching Glemi Beck, the country needs
to tune into PBS's The News Hour with
Jim Lchrer. In the meantime, Paul Krugman exists as the best example of how to
bridge the gap between the two worlds.
Two weeks ago, this sentiment made
a brief appearance in the foray of political discussion when President Obama
responded to a question from Sen. Mike
Bennet (D-CO) regarding the polarized
climate in the Senate that asked what
members could do, "to fix this institution so that our democracy can actually
withstand the test that we're facing
right now." In a response that didn't
nian

FROM HER

By SAL

brant churches in New York or Boston,
where just a few dozen people attend
Christmas Eve mass.
The time has long since passed
to lift the requirement that priests
be celibate and male. The crimes of
Father Jerry and Father Ken would
not have been covered up for so long
if the Archdiocese of New York had a
supply of priests to take their place. I
am aware that something will be lost
when our priests have families of their
own that take precedence over us. In
places like Croton, something has
already been lost that won't be easily
found again. The Catholic Church is
on the brink of irrelevancy in the modern world, and its leadership seems
blissfully unaware of that fact. It needs
talented young men and women to rejuvenate it. Slight upticks in seminary
enrollment are not enough.
The sex abuse scandals are nothing
less than the Church's biggest crisis
since the Reformation, a fact that it
has been loath to admit. Pope Benedict
is meeting with Irish bishops today and
tomorrow to discuss the scandal that
has rocked that devout nation. I hope
that he'll open his eyes afterward. But
nothing he's done to this point leads
me to believe that there won't be an
abundance of seats available in Irish
churches in the future.

Charles Mangiardi is a staff columnist
Heights. He welcomes comments
at cmangiardi@bcheights.com.

for The

for President

receive as much attention as it warranted, Obama answered, "You know what

CIPRANO

Olympics Hold on to your
trapper hats, Canadians,
the Toronto Winter Olympics have officially begun!
Friday night began with the
epic opening ceremony and
the traditional three plus
hour march of the athletes.

Croton-on-Hudson, in New York's
suburban Westchester County, is a
small, heavily Catholic town with a
single parish: Holy Name of Mary.
When I moved there in early 1999, the
parish had a large role in village life.
The masses I attended were always
crowded, and we usually had to arrive
a few minutes early if we wanted a
good seat. The pastor of the Church
was a jovial guy named Genarro Gentile - we all called him Father Jerry.
About a year later, Father Jerry
was removed from our parish. Nobody
told us why, although whispers began
to spread that he had been touching
the children of parishioners. At the
time, I dismissed the rumors as unsubstantiated. After all, Father Jerry
hadn't gone to prison; he was simply
transferred somewhere else. I could
hardly believe that he would have been
permitted to have a farewell address
to my CCD class if he had been an accused child molester.
I was, of course, wrong. We found
out later on that Father Jerry had
been facing numerous accusations
for decades, dating back to the early
19705. The Archdiocese of New York
had covered up the controversy. When
it finally became too much for them to
handle, they simply moved him away.
He wasn't defrocked, or sent to jail, or
made to apologize, or anything. Nor
was the archdiocese.
The parishioners of Holy Name
took it in stride. The scandals that
had rocked the Church had not yet
boiled over. We didn't know we were
part of a larger betrayal by our bishops
and cardinals. So wc welcomed our
new pastor, Father Ken Jesselli, with
open arms. It was Father Ken who
confirmed me in 2001. It was Father
Ken who led us through the painful
weeks and months after Sept. 11.
The archdiocese, first under Cardinal O'Connor and then under Cardinal
Egan, never intended to acknowledge
the predatory nature of its worst
priests. It only did so in 2002, when
the rapidly growing international
scandal forced its hand. It was then
that we found out that Father Ken

TORESVI

the brim with students who
had slightly higher aims
than a roekin' bod. Over a
thousand participants were
sponsored to walk the track
for the night, with all the
proceeds benefiting the
American Cancer Society.
Kudos to all who stuck
around for the long haul,
this is a legitimate reason
for an all-nighter.

pundit, uses a voice of critique that at
times departs from the civil and constructive tone of his overall message and
policy critiques. Krugman mercilessly
points out the hypocrisy of politicians
that do not accurately portray the data

used to base their assertions. At times.
Krugman's fatalistic conclusions about
the future frustrate the reader. One
wonders if, instead of criticizing the
inadequacies of the Obama administration's policies, Krugman would be
more effective if he worked with the
administration to tackle healthcare,
unemployment, and climate change.
Two weeks ago, Krugman cemented
his place as one of the most influential
political commentators today with an
appearance on ABC's This Week and a
showdown for the ages with Fox News
creator, Roger Ailes. Krugman, attacking Fox News and Roger Ailes' misrepresentation of the heathcare debate,
summed up the problem afflicting the
American politics with his response to
Roger Ailes, "No, they're not stupid.
They are uninformed." If more pundits
pursued their craft with the educational intentions of Krugman instead
of spin, then maybe President Obama
would encourage people to get informed
without fearing that cable news impedes
bipartisanship and sours the political
climate in Washington.
Kevin Swanson is a staff columnist for
The Heights. He welcomes comments at
opinions@bcheights.com.

It's February 14th as I write this
column, and all the trappings for one
of America's more divisive holidays
are out in force. Restaurants are
booked, the price of chocolate has
skyrocketed, and my inbox is full of
offers for last-minute deliveries from
1-800-FLOWERS (This is what I get
for sending a bouquet last Mother's
Day). Valentine's Day has been around
forever, well since 496 A.D. at least,
and it's undergone a lot of changes.
The holiday has transformed from a
celebration of a martyred saint, to
an honoring of courtly romance, to a
lukewarm commemoration of sort-of,
kind-of, thinking someone's alright or
an excuse to go to a French restaurant.
Over the centuries, years, days, people
have also changed. We're no longer
the classical romantics of old England,
dutifully composing odes to our respective beloveds. Today we generally buy
our "odes" at Hallmark. We've become
disillusioned by the over-sentimentalized love-propaganda we are force fed
every February. In fact, recent studies
show that Americans, collectively, are
getting so sick of Valentine's Day that
divorces spike 36 percent around the
holiday. Everyone has their own take on
Valentine's Day. Some hate it because
they're single, some hate it because of
the vicious commercialization, some
hate it because they had to see the
movie Valentine's Day. But even this
reaction to the shallow, cliched holiday
has itself become shallowed and cliche.
By now, the same companies who drove
so many of us to forever curse February
14th arc making millions off "anti-Valentine's" merchandise, like the teddy
bear embroidered with "Love Stinks"
or the greeting cards which read "I hate
Valentine's," with my personal favorite
being a t-shirt bearing the bitter axiom
"Cupid Can't Aim."
So why do we do it? Why acknowledge the day at all? Certainly it's been
exhausting for those who participate,
exasperating for those who don't, and
at times disappointing for both. In the
worst cases we feel alone or forgotten,
and in the best we are dreadfully aware
that whatever sweeping romantic gesture we've just performed must not only
be duplicated, but surpassed in a year's
time. It is in this way that Valentine's
Day is not so much an exaltation of the
grandeur of love, but rather an exercise
in hopelessness, a lesson in defeat.
Relent, all of you romantics, because
even with your dinner reservations,
your expensive gifts, and your charmingly personal surprises, you have only
won the battle, and either the war goes
on forever or you lose.
This, however bleak it sounds, is the
greatest gilt of Valentine's Day. It tests
us. It tests us every year and there are
hundreds of thousands of people out
there buying "Cupid Can't Aim" shirts
that have failed or just decided not to
try. Valentine's Day, in its brevity and
its unavoidability, forces us to learn the
antithesis of that so well-loved cliche.
Love is not fireworks. Fireworks are
only as bright and dazzling as they are
short-lived, a firework that explodes on
Valentine's Day immediately fizzles in
the dense, over-powering darkness of
night. Love is not fireworks, no. Love is
a candle. Its flame is so small and ordinary that it might be overlooked, but it
is constant-. Even without recognition,
love continues to burn, flickering perhaps, but providing a humble, lasting
light against the indomitable dark. After the flash and beauty of the fireworks
have both died away, that humble light
means everything.
Dan Esposito is a staff columnist for
The Heights. He welcomes comments at
opinions@bcheights.com.
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Benicio Del Toro and the big, furry-tailed fail
becomes involved. Lawrence must
solve his brother's terrible murder while
managing to not get trapped in dark
family secrets and Gwen's haunting lure.
Joe Johnston's The Wolfinan resurJohnston's Wolfinan had the simple
rects the old story of a man bitten by a
task of re-creating the gothic horror of
bloodthirsty, wolf-like creature upon his
the original tale. With an all-star cast
return to his dreary hometown in England. Lawrence Talbot (Benicio Del Toro) and a director known for high budget
effects, The Wolfinan had potential to
arrives at the steps of his childhood home
surpass the original. However, the rewith the intenTHEWOLFMAN
vamped film did not live up to its hype.
tion of finding
Joe Johnson
his recently
The ferocious beast that kills LawUniversal Pictures
disappeared rence's brother is behind many of the
\u2605 \u2605\u25a0fr-fr-fr
brother. Since brutal attacks, thoroughly satisfying the
he left his family at a young age, Lawrence film's R-rating. However, much of the
movie depends on unnecessary pop-out
is extremely hesitant to reunite with his
scares. These scares are sure to make you
solemn father (Anthony Hopkins) and bejump, but they are unrelated to the plot.
come involved in his dark family history.
Only a short time after arriving The beast seems to simply appear out of
home, Lawrence is told his brother's
the shadows, behead its victims, and then
disappear again. There are a few scenes
body has been found. After viewing his
brother's brutally mutilated corpse, it ofbeautifully haunting cinematography in
which the nail-biting suspense of the beast
is clear that he must hunt down this
bloodthirsty beast that has wreaked so stalking its prey would have been appromuch havoc on his sleepy hometown. priate. But these beautiful forest scenes
Lawrence's mission becomes more are often wasted on quick, gory endings.
complicated when Gwen Conliffe (EmMoreover, the acting toward the beginily Blunt), his deceased brother's fining of the film lags. Del Toro's character,
Luke O'NEILL
For The Heights
By

ance,

Lawrence, seems

detached and preoc-

cupied. His awkward dialogue with his
father seems to be a product of poor acting, rather than the plot. He appears to go
from scene to scene without properly fostering the ties that attach each character.
Only toward the middle of the film does
Del Toro begin to command the movie.
Hopkins' usually bold and impressive
acting also seems shackled to the simple
plot. Not to bash the acting completely,
the film's plot is stiflingly structured and
provides little room for actors such as
Del Toro and Hopkins to showcase their
acting chops. With this in mind, the film
definitely sticks to the original plot and
delivers a simple, entertaining result.
However, it had potential for much more.
Blunt's character, Gwen, disappears
from the plot for long stretches of time.
The relationship between Lawrence and
Gwen was not gradually built upon, but
rather crammed hastily into the ending.
However, Gwen develops an attachment
to Lawrence that is believable. After the
loss of her fiance, Gwen is understandably
grief-stricken and lonely. When Lawrence
enters her empty life, Gwen cannot help

Benicio del Toro fails to breathe life Into The Wolfman In this subpar adaptation of the original.
but gravitate towards the only source of
stability she can find. Blunt successfully
portrays a woman fearlessly bent on protecting the man who has protected her. In
a powerful scene, Blunt bravely captures
a woman willing to completely denounce
her prim and proper lifestyle for an unpredictable man she has just recently met.
The film gradually picks up its pace

My not-so-funny 'Valentine'
By Darren

Ranck

Heights Editor

In 2003. British film production
Features released a little
movie called Love Actually. It garnered
critical acclaim and commercial success,
becoming an instant Christmas classic
and a genuinely moving romantic comedy. What's more, it made wonderful use
of intertwining storylines and characters, which many
VALENTINE'SDAY
films often misGarry Marshall
use. Seven years
Karz Ent.
later, America
tried to conceptualize its own version of Love Actually
through the aptly-released Valentine's
Day. Suffice it to say, the movie revealed that, once again, love is a many
splendored thing, and the splendor is
essentially lacking in Valentine's Day.
While summing the entire movie up
in a paragraph would be near impossible, the basest description available
would be that the film portrays the
romantic and heartbreaking foibles
of multiple couples in Los Angeles.
Among the couples are agushy, in-lovewith-love florist (Ashton Kutcher) who
proposes to his short-term girlfriend
company Focus

(Jessica Alba), a good girl (Jennifer
Garner) courting a generous but emotionally unavailable doctor (Patrick
Dempsey), and a septuagenarian couple

Therein lies the problem with Valentine's Day. Katherine Fugate pens
a script that is, ultimately, confusing.
There are so many characters and
connections that bog the film down.

most romantic person would throw up in
his or her mouth a little. When Marshall
deals with more intimate scenes, he
neglects to find the human component
and instead manufactures a slapstick
scene. In his film Pretty Woman, Marshall is able to find the humanity in the
broad, comedic portrayal of a hooker
in love. With the abundance of talent, including his muse Julia Roberts,
it's a wonder he couldn't do it here.
Unfortunately, a majority of the actors do not turn in their best work, but
rather phone in somewhat lazy performances. Garner, in particular, doesn't
seem investedin the material and resorts
to a nauseatingly chipper performance.
It's not laughable, though, like Taylor

Furthermore, with so many characters, none of them receive proper
characterization, and by the end of
the film, we feel nothing but apathy.
Also, it would appear Valentine's Day
is the longest day of the year because
an inordinate amount of events take
place. The film just feels overwhelming.
Director Gary Marshall doesn't allow the film to go down any smoother,
though. While he paints a stunning
visual of Los Angeles and its many boroughs, his broad direction muddles the
story even more. The first half is painstakingly slow, with musical montages of
kissing couples and cutesy Valentine's
Day rituals littering the screen. Even the

Swift's big screen debut as a high school
lovebird. The film provides evidence
that Swift should stick to singing. Not
everyone drops the ball, however. Kutcher provides a likeable screen presence
without resorting to childish antics, and
Jessica Biel scores points as an adorably neurotic PR maven who throws an
annual "I Hate Valentine's Day'' party.
Did I, much like Biel's character,
hate Valentine's Day? It's hard to say. By
the end of the film, I must admit I felt
a little euphoria, an idea that anything
is possible in romance. Clearly, though,
there were insufficient means to a somewhat satisfying end. Save your money
and just rent Love Actually instead. \u25a0

celebrating yet another Valentine's Day
together (Shirley Maclaine and Hector
Elizondo). This sampling doesn't even
begin to delve into the story, though. In
true Hollywood fashion, every character
is linked to another by ways that begin
to stretch the imagination, such as how
one of the teen lovers driving the delivery truck for the restaurant where his
girlfriend's charge, a little boy, bikes to
in order to give rare flowers to his true
love. Yes, that did happen, and no, it
doesn't make more sense in context:

as it progresses. The Wolfman is famous for forcing the audience to decide whether a man is still human,

despite his ferocious transformation
when the sun goes down. This question is the crux of the movie. The movie
does not gradually build on this crucial
aspect, however, making the climax
less powerful than it could have been. \u25a0

Box Office Report
Title

Weekend
Gross

Weeks in
release

1. Valentine's Day

52.4

1

Olympians

31.1

1

3. TheWolfrnan

39.6

\

4. Avatar

22.0

9

15.3

2

6. Tooth Fairy

5 g

4

7. From Paris With Love

4.7

2

8. Edge of Darkness

4.6

3

9. Crazy Heart

4,0

9

10. When in Rome

3.4

2. Percy

5. Dear

Jackson & the

John

3
'WEEKEND GROSS FIGURES IN MILLIONS

Bestsellers of Hardcover Fiction
1. The Help, Kathryn Stockett
2. The Lost Symbol, Dan Brown
3. Kisser, Stuart Woods

4. Blood Ties, Kay Hooper
5. The First Rule, Robert Crais
6.

/,

Alex Cross, James Patterson

7. The Swan Thieves, Elizabeth Kostova
8. The Girl Who Played with Fire, Stieg Larsson

9. The Last Song, Nicholas Sparks
JamieFoxx and Ashton Kutcher are two out of a throng of celebrities that starred in the weekend's number one hit, Valentine's Day.

ACCORDING TO PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY

Museum takes us on ethereal Asian journey
By Hilary

CHassé

Heights Editor

Boston College students have many
advantages associated with their campus.
Many would argue that the proximity to
the city of Boston allows students to access incredible cultural exhibits in the
Museum ofFine Arts by simply boarding
a train, but there is a much closer and less
expensive option available for those seeking world class art displays. The MeMullen
Museum recently debuted its spring collection, Asian Journeys: Collecting Art in
Post-War America, winch will run from Feb.
6 to June 6. The exhibit features pieces
collected by John D. Rockefeller, 111 during his extensive tours of Asia throughout
the first half of the 20th century, particularly post-WWII.
The pieces were divided in the museum,
with religious sculptures residing in the
first floor and photographs and ceramics
on the bottom floor. Upon entering the
museum, the bright tangerine walls and intricately carved archways contrast with the
sparse, spaced metal and stone sculptures.
Almost all of the first floor is dedicated
to statues of the bodhisattva, or enlightened beings, from all over Southern and

Southeast Asia. From Nepal to Sri Lanka,
Tibet to Vietnam, Thailand to China, the
image of the bodhisattva crossed cultural
boundaries, but not without distinction.
Besides the spiritual significance of the
statues, the overwhelming theme of the
first section is the cultural interpretations
of a common image. This exhibit offers not
only beautiful and ancient artifacts, but
also an insight into the ancient societies
that created them. Though the statues
dated from the 6th century B.C. through
the Bth century A.D., little changed in the
overall image. The unity over time and
space created by Buddhism was immediately apparent through these immaculately
preserved pieces.

The bottom floor was divided into
two distinct sections, one featuring ceramics from China and Japan, and the
other featuring original photography by
Mary Louise Pierson, granddaughter of
Nelson A. Rockefeller, featuring interiors
of Kykuit. the Rockefeller estate in the
Hudson Valley, and views of the Eyrie
Asian garden in Seal Harbor, Maine.
These photos showcased many artifacts
collected by the Rockefellers in I heir home
and the Asian garden created by the family in their summer home on the coast of

Maine. This further illustrated the size
of the collection obtained by Rockefeller
and displayed objects that couldn't be a
part of the traveling exhibit.
The ceramics featured on the bottom
floor stole the show. These vases, jars,
bottles, bowls, and plates exemplified
the dominant artistic direction of each
dynasty in which they were created.
From the Song through the Qing, the
slight changes in color palate, paint application, and glazing demonstrated the
glacial changes between these thousands
of years, from 960 A.D. through 1911 A.D.
There were also several ceramic pieces
from other countries, particularly Japan.
The most unique example was the drum
shaped pillow from the late Bth century
Edo period in Japan. Adorned with red
cherry blossoms on a white background,
this piece was created for wealthy women
and concubines to rest their elaborate
hairstyles on while sleeping.
The exhibit is a fantastic overview of
several artistic themes that dominate
Asian art, although a noticeable omission
is ink paintings. In the three dimensional
genre, the McMullen Museum is now
housing some true treasures, so be sure
to view them before it's too late. \u25a0

"?\u25a0?
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MCMULLEN MUSEUM ONLINE

A covered jarfrom China's Jiangxi Province is on display at the McMullen's newest exhibit.
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The Music Behind the Man
David Edward Givler is indisputably the best singer in
My Mother's Fleabag. This is kind oflike sporting the best
beard in a synchronized swimming team. Still, patrons of
Fleabag get to indulge in the dual delight of Givler's wry
wit and his crisp Midwestern croon. Givler, a Wisconsinnative, grew up dabbling in drum and violin, but his voice
was always a staple in his high school choir. Today, Givler
attends to his pipes by singing Frank Sinatra. The CSOM
junior (an information systems and finance double major)
also enjoys fishing and photography. For his first two years
on The Heights, Givler served as assistant and head photo
editor. He currently works as ads manager. His assistantJames Gu, A&S '13, calls Givler "a wonderful man and a
perfect gentleman." ZAK JASON
?

Zookeepers craft basement music bliss
Zookeepers, from AlO
with too many interests, experiments, and
gags to burrow into a single genre or to draw
direct comparisons.
In Conley-Currier's apartment, overlooking the House ofBlues and Fenway Park,
he and Belken describe the songwriting
process. Some bands try to emulate another
band's entire sound, modeling it for an entire album. For The Zookeepers, their overall
influences prove too sprawling to narrow to
a handful of acts, but within a single track,
their inspiration is very acute. "Usually I
write a song that Iwould like to hear from
a band that I like," says Conley-Currier.
"Like when I hear that Beck is coming out
with a new album, I try to make a song that
sounds something like how I think or want
the album to sound like." Moreover, for the
boys, the lyrics almost always emerge last.
Whereas most bands write with a lyrical
vision, The Zookeepers often slap together
lyrics after the fact, which helps explain
their off-kilter, playful, and ironic verses.
Regardless, such a process has spawned
a bizarre level of success. In Boston, the
band has opened for JEFF theBrotherhood
and burgeoning band The Mae Shi at The
Great Scott. They even got offered to open
for former Disney band sensation, The Click
Five, last Marathon Monday. For the most
part, The Zookeepers lack the local buzz
that other collegiate bands like Passion Pit
have generated. Yet, thanks to the Internet,
The Zookeepers have enjoyed international
acclaim and fandoni. British music magazine, ArtRocker, ranked their lushly layered
and spitfire 2009 release Ballin' Outrageous
as the best album of the year. Fans in Russia
have offered to book them at local venues.
Thanks to self-promoting through sites

PHOTO COURTESY OF COOPER CONLEY-CURRIER

The Zookeepers desribetheir sound as 'exotic basement music' They often play with bizarre props, like the blow-up ghost seen here.
like Myspace and Sonic Bids - a social
networking forum for bands - The Zookeepers have performed everywhere from
the Brewster Council and Aging Center to a
bar in Bloomington, Indiana, to a nightclub
in Philadelphia.
With the current distance between the
band members, The Zookeepers find it
difficult to perform often. Conley-Currier
and Belken both live in Boston, the former
a film major at the Massachusetts School
of Art and Belken studying music at Bay

State College. FitzGerald and singer /
songwriter Mike Hansen both attend Cape
Cod Community College, and both work at
jobs outside of of the band, FitzGerald a

barista, Mike a landscape:-. As Belken says,
"It's tough because we'd like to play more
shows, but we can only play on weekends."
At the same time, because they lack the
luxury of unlimited studio time, "It makes
us focus more on the recordings when we
are together."
That focus has driventheir latest release
Good Looking Out. from the fuzz-blooming
and sample-drenched opener, "Lady Gaga,"
to the piano track "He's a Creeper," to the
in-your-faee thrashing of "Radioactive,"
the album whizzes through in less than a
half hour, leaving you dizzy, surging with
adrenaline, and yearning for more.
Where will The Zookeepers venture

next? When asked this, they think of the
end of the world. Or at least the end of the
world we're supposed to have in two-and-ahalf years. "We're going to make 40 albums
in 40 different genres, so we'll have every
album of the top 40 at the end of theworld,"
said Belken. Conley-Currier and Belken
bounce off each other, firing out the genres
they will cover hip-hop, death metal,
Canadian, Sufjan Stevens covers, comedy.
Until the apocalypse, check out their albums at thezookeepersband.bandcamp.com
and check out their tour dates, watch their
opium-soakedmusic videos, andread comments from their international fanatics at
myspace.com/thezookeepers. \u25a0
-

KSA, CSA showcase tradition in 10th annual show
KSA/CSA show, from AlO

two dances showcased differences that

providing background. This was a decision that was largely appreciated by the
crowd, which boistesously called out for
more dancing during lulls.
The purpose of the culture shows is
to give a broad overview of each culture,
with each segment short in length but
broad in scope. The most successful
cultural acts were the more upbeat and
engaging genres, such as the Talchum, and
music acts. Talchum is a traditional Korean dance in which the performers wear
elaborately painted wooden face masks
and wear traditional long sleeves. The
dance began traditionally but then took a
more modern turn, so that it was similar
in style to many present-day dance crews,
almost reminiscent of the JabbaWockeez
with masks. Another act that drew a
huge response from the audience was the
Chinese yo-yo demonstration. Over 20
performers showed their skills with the
Chinese yo-yo, which involves spinning a
dumbbell-shaped toy on a rope between
two strings. This basic game turned into
an acrobatic achievement when the yo-yos
were tossed about into the air, between
performers, and even from the crowd. The
inability to completely choreograph this
act made it even more compelling.
The musical acts, although presented

might have otherwise been overlookedby
less perceptive audience members. The
Korean dancers focused more on creating
images with the fans, like the impression
of waves or a butterfly, using the group as
a dancer. The Chinese dancers used more
ornate fans to emphasize the synchronized
individual dancers, who spun, waved,
and fluttered the fans in unison. Another
more traditional act was the martial arts,
which featured fewerperformers and were
shorter than most of the dances. The students performing obviously had previous
training in either kung fu or taekwondo,
and again, here the audience could see how
these similar forms are actually distinct.
The final act was a huge performance
of modern dance to pop hits from both
cultures. The amount of choreography
that went into this lengthy act was impressive, and coupled with the amount
of performers, the feat of synchronizing
approximately 50 dancers is astounding.
The modern dance was along the same
vein of the rest of the show fast-paced,
interactive, and entertaining. The show
left the audience humming the latest ItPop hits and determined to learn Chinese
yo-yo, but the spread of culture to those
who were previously unacquainted is the
greatest accomplishment theseshows can
hope to achieve. \u25a0
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donned silky dresses and fans in rousing renditions of traditional dances Friday night in Robsham theater.

displayed the modern
music from each culture. The CSA music act featured a small group of singers
and instrumentalists performing modern pop ballads, >switching off between
instruments and microphones, creating
a medley of songs. This was a slower
portion of the performances, but some
very differently,

truly talented singers carried the group.
The KSA music act was a modern dance
to a medley of "K-Pop" hits. The crowd
cheered so loudly for this segment that
the K-Pop music was rather obscure,
but the beats wouldn't seem out of place
next to Lady Gaga or Kesha at a BC
party. Music of all kinds was a focus for

the night, and from traditional Korean
salmulnori drum cadences to Chinese pop
hits, the full spectrum of musical history
was covered.
The first half focused on more traditional performances, such as the fan
dance practiced in both China and Korea. The back-to-back placement of the

-

OLAA & Fuego bring Robsham crowd to its feet
OLAA show, from AlO
song

that captured the heart of the audi-

ence and captured them in the Bolivian

SANG LEE

OLAA
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brought in guests to display alluring authenticLatino

music.

culture. The second song the band played
had a similar traditional feel, but provided
a much faster beat. The song gave more of
an optimistic impression, with therhythm
starting off slowly but then excelling rapidly. It corresponded to the adjustment
of Maria into American culture. During
the play, she started off unsure of herself
and her place as both an immigrant and
woman in America, but eventually she
found her footing and decided who she
wanted to be.
The play ended with Maria deciding to
disobey her parents' wishes and attend college rather than get married. Through the

various influences of Valentina, portrayed
by Elizabeth Rodriguez, A&S '11, her
Americanized cousin, Juanito, portrayed
by Yuiry Pavlish, A&S '12, Valentina's
boyfriend that feels trapped between two
cultures, and her aunt, Consepcion, played
by Hana Hyseni, A&S '13, who not only
contracted AIDS from her husband but
comes to the realization that she feels more
empowered and independent after her
husband's death, Maria comes to realize
that she does not want to play the typical
housewife. Instead, she wants to act, and
decides to take a four-year scholarship to
a university in order to fulfill her desire and
take advantage of the "American Dream."
The show came to an end with a performance by the Fuego Del Corazon Latin

Dance Team. This group, whose mission is

to promote and heighten the awareness of
Latin culture and traditions within the BC
community and the greater Boston area
through dance, performed two dances that
combined Latino dance moves with modern Latino music. Between the switching
of lines, the dancers managed to stay on
beat the entire time. The alternating fast
steps did not trip them up, and their ability to stay in synch throughout their entire
performance was phenomenal. As Fuego
Del Corazon's motto is "Dance with the
rhythm of your body, the passion of your
soul, and the fire in your heart," this was
definitely seen through the passion that
they dancedwith. There was no better way
to end a culture show than with this dance
team's performance, which brought the
audience to its feet. \u25a0
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For more photos of the
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com.
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They went
to

KSA/CSA spark year of Tiger

Jared

By Hilary Chassé
Heights Editor

i

Allison Therrien
Okay, here's a hypothetical situation.
You've been in a committed relationship
for long enough that marriage is on your
mind. (Okay, so this is a future hypothetical.) It's Monday night, and you cozy up
on the couch for the newest episode of
that perpetual sap-fest known as The
Bachelor. (And okay, I admit, it's a girly
hypothetical). It's going as expected
Bachelor Jake has taken at least one
of his ladies-ih-waiting on a plane ride,
has dramatically thrown a rose into the
flames, and has spent the length of a welldirected scene staring at the setting sun
and then comes another commercial
break. Except it's not the Geico gecko
or the Free Credit Report boy band or
Morgan Freeman's twin asking, "Are
you in good hands?" It's your significant
other, and guess what? He's asking you
to marry him.
Not a possibility you've considered
before? Well, thanks to a promotional
tactic by Jared Jewelers, for Bachelor
viewers, it is a veryreal one. Welcome to
"Marry Me Monday," where a propbsal
isn't just a proposal. It's an advertisement. It's even a cliff hanger. "Will
Amanda say yes to Alex? Visit abc.com
to find out!" Yes, that's right folks. ABC
did it. They "went to Jared."
This isn't brand new the Jared-ABC
deal was made before last summer's
Bachelorette season, starring Canadian
Jillian Harris. In theory, it's genius.
Bachelor viewers, who obviously eirjoy
a good love story, are sure to go online
to find out how a real-life proposal
plays out. Of course, at the end of each
of these "commercials," just as Alex
finishes his speech, he pulls out that
Jared ring box, and the camera does a
nice close-up, as if to say, "Marriage,
brought to you by Jared Jewelers."
Of course, there is an obvious quandary what if Amanda jsays no? What if
Alex has drastically overstepped? Well,
"Marry Me Monday" has accounted for
that too. In its "Terms and Conditions,"
afew stipulations are made. In addition
to being "at least 21 years of age" and a
'legal U.S. citizen," a "Marry Me Monday" pick must be "involved in a longterm, committed relationship which you
realistically envision will lead to marriage or a civil union in the near future."
Following this is a similar statement,
though in all caps, that warns potential
applicants not to apply unless they are
wholly certain that their partner "shares
[their] views about the future and nature of [their] relationship." In other
words, don't even think about doing this
unless you're sure the answer will be an
immediate, wholehearted "yes."
All right, so I guess this makes sense.
"Marry Me Monday" would become
pretty awkward if any of its proposals
were unsuccessful. Who would want
to go out and buy a Jared engagement
ring afterfinding out that Amanda took
one look at that diamond in its plush,
white box and said, "Nah, I'm good"?
ABC probably wouldn't mind the drama
that would surround a failed proposal.
After all, it is more than benefiting
from all of the current Bachelor season's
awkward moments, namely an on-set
relationship and several instances of
Jake sending a few extra people home
on a whim. Jared's advertising strategy,
however, has always been simple. Watch
a lucky someone light up as she is given
that perfect gift. Lots of gushing, smiling, jumping up and down. Not a lot of
awkward silences.
I have to say, though, I don't know
how I would feel if this happened to
me. Yes, super-public proposals have
happened before. That fateful question
has appeared on stadium teleprompters, on the side of blimps, written in
the clouds. With "Marry Me Monday,"
though, a proposal becomes a business
contract. It's just as contrived as The
Bachelor itself. With that in mind, I have
two sentiments to express. To my future
husband: Do this to mc, and we will need
to have a serious chat. To ABC: well
played, my friend. Well played.
-

-

-
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Performers of theKorean Students' Association (KSA) and the Chinese StudentAssociation (CSA) joinedforces this weekend, celebrating the Chinese New Year with their annual culture show.

OLAA lives
the dream
By Rebecca Kailus
Heights Staff

Last Saturday night, the Organization ofLatin American Affairs (OLAA) kicked off their 10th
annual culture show. Through
acting, song, and dance, the
members of the show upheld the
OLAA mission of articulating and
promoting the needs and goals
of the Latinos at BC and fostering and encouraging an attitude
of academics, religious beliefs,
and social awareness. This year,
the Culture Show coincided with
the sixth annual Latino Family
Weekend, an OLAA sponsored
weekend that recognizes unity
and progress, the two pillars of
OLAA.
Directly before the show,
Marisa Ramirez, former OLAA
president and BC '07, spoke of
the issues that face Latinos in
the United States, and of this
dynamic's importance in the succeeding play and performances.

"In the Latino community, there
is a want to hold on to your roots
and celebrate it as well, so that's
what we are doing here tonight,"
said Ramirez.
The show began with a performance of the play The American
Dream, which explored questions
ranging from immigration to women's issues. Maria, played by Alicia
Battistoni, A&S '13, portrayed the
struggles immigrants and women
face fitting into American society.
Maria is a young girl, brought
to Los Angeles in search of work
for her father, Ricardo, portrayed
by Julian Kiani. Maria's mother,
played by Alicia Martinez, represents the stereotypical housewife
who is subdued by her husband; a
life Maria decides at the end of the
play is not for her.
The theme of The American
Dream and its pertinence to American life comes full circle when
Maria and her family are crossing
the border to the United States.
With flashing lights and sirens sig-
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naling the border patrol, Maria and
her family stand huddled behind a
Statue of Liberty, which proclaims,
"I give you life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. Now conform,
adapt, give up what is yours, and I
will give you the opportunity to have
what is mine."
Intermingled within the scenes
of the play, the band Canto Bolivia
played music traditional to Bolivia.
The band was formedfour yearsago
with the intent to spread their cul-

ture at Latino and Bolivian festivals
around New England. The first song

combined traditional instruments
to perform a slow and soulful song,
reminiscent of the attitudes Maria
experienced while crossing the
border into the United States. The
pan flute provided a windy, breathy
sound over the constant beat of the
guitars. Other instruments were
blended together to provide a pure

See OLAA culture, A

SLIDE
SHOW
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For more photos of the
OLAA culture show, visit
www.bcheights.com.

Band Profile

Zoo at the apocalypse
Boston's The Zookeepers
play exotic basement music

name," Belken joked). Once you hear one of
their albums, or especially if you catch one of
their shows somewhere in Boston, you realize
"The Zookeepers" aptly marks the college-age
By Zak Jason
quartet. They're zany - they crack absurd jokes
Assoc. Arts & Review Editor
in between songs, sometimes even on the album.
A few years ago, before they designed their own
"Itwouldn't have happened If you were weart-shirts, the group bought Clay Aiken t-shirts
ing mittens," says Cooper Conley-Currier. He's ' and taped the band's name over the American
chastising his band mate, Pat Belken, for dropIdol contestant's name.
ping a glowing glass disco ball at his band's last
Beyond their antics, their sound distinshow, one of the group's smorgasbord of stage
guishes them. As much as they layer songs with
props (including a blowup Santa snow globe, a
synths and drum machines, they warm thecrowd
Paul Rudd mask for when the members chant with a charmingly organic and earnest sound.
"Paul Rudd," as they often do and sometimes, Drummer Peter FitzGerald once described his
a metallic red spandex leotard). Belken shrugs
band as being in the genre of "exotic basement
and continues fooling around on a keyboard
music." Oftentimes, it's the sonic equivalent of
he snagged for $5 at the Goodwill store. These
grinding a Barbie through a paper shredder and
are the head songwriters and instrumentalists
gluing herback together in a new form bizarre,
of The Zookeepers.
hypnotic, yet constructed with remnants of
Before they officially formed their band in mainstream eatchiness. If we're categorizing,
2006, the four members of The Zookeepers The Zookeepers are hyper-aggressive, experigrew up together in the middle of Cape Cod,
mental pop-rock. If we need comparisons, we
passing the time pool-hopping at retirement
could trace influences from Beck, Of Montreal,
centers, harassing Taco Bell drive-thru attenand The Mae Shi, all delivered with an ironic
dants, and performing shows on the weekends.
goofball flare. But The Zookeepers are a band
They originally intended to name their band
The Anamorphs ("Then one day, we realized
See Zookeepers, A
someone had made a book series of the same
-

-

-
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Allison Therrien is the Assistant Arts d>
Review editor of The Heights. She can be
reached at artsQhbcheighls.com
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The Organization of Latin American Affair (OLAA) celebratedits 10thannual culture show this weekend.
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As many students preparedto celebrate the Chinese
New Year this weekend, some began their festivities
in Robsham Friday evening. The 10th annual Chinese
Students" Association (CSA) / Korean Students' Association (KSA) culture show was the highlight of
many months of preparation for both clubs. The show
was fast-paced, entertaining, and informative, and it
should serve as the basis for how to correctly present
a cultures in this format. The dances, music, and other
performances each served as a mini introduction to
their respective culture and the acts were hugely successful in connecting with the packed audience. The
diversity and buoyant energy of the acts kept the crowd
forjKr j*b hours.
The show centered on the theme of "Museum X,
where culture comes to life." The skits connecting the
performances featured students touring through a museum of various facets of Cliinese and Korean culture,
from music and dance to yoyos and martial arts. The
show was divided evenly betwe*en each culture, showcasing shnilarnß|gs wim pairings such as kung fu and
strategy allowed audience members
icre more unfamiliar with both cultures to further
uid and appreciate how the cultures overlap
ind also how they are distinct. The slats were briefand
to the point, as they maintained the expected cultural
jokes but mostly set up for the next performance by

Wolfman is a hairy hot mess.

Benicio Del Toro stars in the uninspired adaptation of
the story of the werewolf. A 8
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Valentine's Day is all eye candy

An immense ensemble cast can't save this flimsy Garry
Marshall romantic comedy. D 3
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Capturing
the elusive
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Zach

DIVIDE AND CONQUER

Wielgus

As writers, we expect to get little out
of an interview. Coaches and players
alike have become jaded with incessant questioning, spitting out canned
responses to the vast majority of a
reporter's probing queries.
Every stellar performance was due
to a team effort. A loss came about
because of a failure of fundamentals,
but the problem will be corrected when
the team binds together. The opponent
is always a great team who plays a great
game, even if that opponent was shellacked by the coach's or player's team

being questioned.
Loaded with questions, a writer can
only play the "throw it all at the wall
and see what sticks" card. More often
than not, nothing truly fantastic sticks.
Usually, some usable bits of conversation stand out above others and make
their way into an article.
But occasionally, something sticks.
And when it does, nothing tops the exhilaration and sheer surprise that pulsates through your body. It reminds us
writers why we follow sports so closely,
why we decided to pick a hobby that
requires odd hours and no pay, and why
we crave the thrill of a great interview.
What makes that rare quote so special is its ability to transcend the game.
It's not often a discussion with an
athlete or coach reaches an emotional
level, as interviews are inherently awkward. The reporter shoves a recorder
in someone's face, demands answers to
questions the interviewee lias probably
already heard, and attempts to make a
question-and-ari&XVer session a casual
conversation (an art form only the finest of journalists have mastered).
Yet sometimes, the athlete or coach
becomes a person again. He or she
becomes vulnerable, open, and thus, a

journalist's dream. I had the pleasure
of reading in-depth features on Dallas
Elmore and Chris Kreider before they
went to print in the sports section of
The Heights this issue (shameless plug:
read them, you won't be disappointed).
Unexpectedly, both Elmore and Kreider
divulged remarkable honesty and heartfelt thought in their responses, often
shying away from the cliche answer.
Elmore honorably discussed his
turbulent past, delving into a childhood
without a father, a rocky home life,
and an ongoing battle with a learning
disability. Explaining why he chose to
tattoo "courage" in Chinese characters
as a constant reminder to be true to
himself and his family as well as why
he used that as motivation to propose
to new fiancee Brennan Clark Elmore
connected with a writer in ways that
aren't customary and rarely expected.
Likewise, Kreider shed his firstround draft pick and rising star personality - a personality that writers, fairly
or unfairly, imparted on him from
time to time during a lengthy interview.
When asked if he experienced any of
the usual freshman year struggles, he
candidly responded, "'Well, hockey is
pretty all-consuming, so sometimes it
is hard to meet people. It doesn't seem
like there are enough hours in the day
sometimes. There are times you can't
go out and enjoy yourself and experience the student body because you have
a game the next day, or had a game that
night, and you're tired."
Even though I heard both stories of
these scintillating interviews secondhand, I couldn't help but experience
excited chills. It's the personal stories
you imagine athletes go through, but
never hear about, that gets your blood
pumping. It's witnessing that raw emotion in someone's voice, be it elation,
sadness, or frustration, which turns a
good story into a great one. It's hearing that fantastic quote amid a pile of
regular ones that pleasantly alters every
predisposition you have about your
story, as well as the athlete.
More importantly, however, it makes
the coach or athlete seem real.
-

-

-

Zach Wielgus is the sports editor of The
Heights. He can be reached at sports©
bcheights.com.

school. I was always the star because I was bigger,
Elmore faces challenges head on i faster,
and stronger," Elmore said. Along with playBy

Adam Rose

For The Heights
A fading hand feebly attempts to block a ball
coming off a bold shot. Under this image appears

"conquer" in Chinese characters. Dallas Elmore
lives bis life by the creed tattooed on his arm.
Being born with only one kidney and growing
up without a father did not stop him from becoming one of the best basketball players in the slate
ofColorado. "It was easy for me to score in high

ing AAU ball, Ehnore averaged 23 points per game
his senior season, received All-State accolades,
and earned the title ofFront Range League Player
of the Year in 2006-2007 and 2007-2008.
Elmore's successes led to a scholarship offer
from Boston College, which he happily accepted.
"It was wherever I could get a scholarship,"he said.
"My peers, family,-and my high school coach all
said that even if I couldn't succeed in basketball,

r

I could get a good education."
The road to BC, though, held its own trials and

tribulations. Elmore conquered a reading Hisability and a mild case of ADHD to become! the j
first in his family to go college. His father, Lance,
had a scholarship taken away from Syracuse, so he
himself through summer school and earned\u25a0
an A and a B. "1 said to myself, 'Man I'm going tojH
college,' and I could cheek that off my list of acflljt
complishments he didn't do," Elmore said.
Elmore enrolled last fall and has decided to a
bepome a sociology major, though he has yet to
officially declare.
Hk&H

J

See Elmore, B5

Seminoles send
BC below .500
By Daniel Popko
Heights Staff
Stop reading if you've heard this one
before.
Boston College brings a close game
into halftime. It may have even had a
lead. Enter the elusive Mr. Hyde.
Since falling victim to the utter domination of Maryland at home in January,
the Eagles havebeen a differentteam. As
opposed to leavFlorida State 62
ing the game in
Boston College 47
no doubt, every
game was a contest going into the final
minutes.
Yesterday's game at Florida State was
quite different.
The Eagles held a lead as large as six
in the first half before they started to go
slightly cold. A Deividas Dulkys 3-pointer just 27 seconds from the intermission
gave the Seminoles their first lead since
9:34 left in the half.
Not to worry for Al Skinner and his Eagles, as Reggie Jackson took it smoothly
down the lane for an emphatic slam.
On a night when the NBA's All-Stars
were scoring nearly 40 points in each
and every 12-minute quarter, BC could
manage just 17 in the.second 20 minutes
of its contest.
After Rakim Sanders made a three
with 12:29 remaining in the game, the
Eagles went completely cold. Only a pair
ofDallas Elmore free throws broke up the
monotony of missed shots and turnovers
during an 11:50 stretch nearly a full
NBA quarter before EvanRavenel broke
out his seldom seen dribble-drive game
with 39 seconds to go and BC down 19.
In fact, Ravenel, usually the third big
man off the bench in Skinner's rotation
-

behind Josh Southern and Cortney Dunn,
was a lone offensive bright spot, tying his
career high of eight points, even though
the final four points came during garbage
time at the tail end of Florida State's
62-47 victory.
The 47 points marked the lowest
offensive output for the Eagles since
they joined the ACC. The last time they
scored fewer than 47 was in a 70-43 loss
to Georgetown in early 2002. BC also
sports an 0-6 record this season when it
has failed to score 60 points.
No single aspect of the game served
to keep the Eagles from leaving the realm
of high school junior varsity scoring. As a
team, they shot 33 percent from the field.
They committed 19 turnovers. Florida
State's defense even played a role, blocking nine shots and allowing only seven
offensive rebounds, keeping BC out of
the paint.
With an already overmatched frontline, BC did itself no favors. Discounting
Ravenel's two-for-two shooting in the
game's waning seconds, the center rotation of Ravenel, Dunn, and Southern
went two for 11 from the field and failed
to get to the line even once.
Corey Raji, BC's leading rebounder
and often a strong force on the interior,
had just one point in 19 minutes while
failing to grab a single rebound. A great
deal of the Eagles' interior struggles can
be tied to the presence of Solomon Alabi.
In lieu of a healthy diet to add weight to
his 7-1, 250-pound frame, Alabi elected
just to swallow the likes of Raji and Dunn
whole, contributing seven blocks of his
own in addition to altering many others
just with his presence.

See Struggles Continue, B5

Women's Basketball Takes Down
No. 18 North Carolina in Chapel Hill
After shocking Duke at home a week earlier, Boston College
answered with another stunning victory, this time over the Tar
Heels. For the full story, turn to 84.

INSIDE SPORTS
THIS ISSUE

Kreider bursts

onto scene

Freshman forward Chris Kreider has made the
B3
most of his second-half campaign

/
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Chris Kreider and Parker Milner congratulate each other on a job well done in Saturday's win.

The perfect bounce
By Jake Burg
Heights Staff

center of the ice, and, moments later, the
puck awkwardly trickled out of the circle
of players and went right to him.
"We had a makeshift line out there,"
Kreider said. [The puck] kind ofpopped
free. I got my stick on it and just threw

This is the story of a bounce. With
time winding down, the puck squirted out
of a fray of No. 10 Boston CoUege (17-9-2,
12-7-2 Hockey East) and No. 20 UMass
Lowell (15-13-2, 9-10-2 Hockey East)
skaters and found its way onto the stick
of BC freshman Chris Kreider. He took
it from there,
Boston College 2
ripping a shot
UMassLowell 1
destined for the

Even with the awkward positioning of
the puck, Kreider remained poised.
[The puck] was on edge a little bit,"
he said. "So I just kind of whacked it."
With 2:50 left to play in Saturday's
tilt, however, the Eagles looked like they
were headed for their third straight loss
this season against Lowell. BC defenseman Edwin Shea was called for boarding,
leaving the River Hawks with a late man

shelf past Lowell goaltender Carter
Hutton. With only 13.8 seconds left, the
Eagles took the 2-1 lead, and, a few moments later, celebrated their first victory
against the River Hawks this season.
"Unfortunately we didn't benefitfrom
the bounce," said Lowell head coach
Blaise MacDonald. "It bounced into the
middle of the rink, and they did a good
job finishing that goal."
Assistant captain Ben Smith, freshman Steven Whitney, and Kreider were
all circled around the puck, trying to make
something happen in the final seconds of
the game. Kreider then drifted toward the

advantage.
The penalty seemed particularly
foreboding, as the Eagles had allowed
Lowell to score the game-winning goal the
previous night off apower play. The River
Hawks went two of eight on the power
play in their 4-1 Friday night victory (the
last two goals were on an empty net).' This
trend continued, with the first goal in
Saturday's contest coming yet again off
a power-play opportunity.
On this last penalty, the Eagles made
sure the puck would bounce their way.

Kreider beats Hutton
after fortunate bounce

top

Tennis trounces Sacred Heart

The men's tennis team rebounds from its loss
B2
to Florida State with a win

"

it on net."

"

See BC-Lowell, B3

Outside the Loeker Room..'.
Numbers to Know
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The events that can't be missed at the Games
By

Joseph DeMaio

Once every two years, the world
turns to one place to view the greatest athletes in the world compete for

the glory of their countries. The 2010
Winter Olympics in Vancouver should
provide plenty of great competition,
thrilling finishes, and about 10-too
many whiny Jimmy Roberts features
about figure skaters who are skating with a bad paper cut, or women's
hockey players who grew up with
wolves in Alaska. After all of the pageantry is done, however, sports must
be played. With 15 types ofsports and
about a billion separate events, you
may ask yourself which events you
should watch. Luckily for you, I'm here
to break down the must-see events of
the 2010 Olympics.
First and foremost, there is one
sport that cannot be missed whenever
it's televised: curling. That's right,
curling. Where else do you get to see
"athletes" in tracksuits pushing rocks
around and sweeping ice? The sheer
absurdity of the sport makes it a
must-watch. I mean, they use brooms
on ice! Brooms! The fact that the game
is fun to watch and somehow starts
to make sense after a while makes
this event one worth seeing.
The next slot in your viewing preferences is a toss up between downhill
skiing, luge, and skeleton. All three
involve speed, gravity, and very little
padding.
If curling is the sport that everyone
thinks they can play, these three are
the ones noone wants to try, especially skeleton. The thought of men
and women dressed in skin tight suits,
sliding face first, two inches above the
ice ofwhat is reported to be the fastest
and most dangerous track ever created, makes skeleton and luge the most
exciting sports at the Games. Even
though the tragic loss of the Georgian
luger on Friday puts a damper on the
event, the safety precautions added
to the track should add protection
while keeping all of the thrills of the
event. Throw in the dizzying heights,
steep slopes, and sleek ice of downhill
skiing, and these three events become
must-watch TV.
With the games being in Canada,
I suppose I should toss a word in
about what is shaping up to be one
of the biggest international hockey
tournaments since 1980, but honestly,
considering how neither of the two big
names in hockey is American, I just
can't psych myself up for the tourna-

-

ment.

?

Because hockey is awesome,
however, I shall do my best to persevere. With Alexander Ovechkin and
Evgeni Malkin anchoring the Russians,
Sidney Crosby leading Canada, and
perennial powerhouses Sweden and
Finland sure to be strong contenders,
an American team with no household
names doesn't seem to have much of
a chance. Watch the games and cheer
for America, but I would be very sur-

SERGEY

PONOMAREV / AP PHOTO

Besides curling, the luge event is one of the highlights to watch at the Winter Olympics. With lugers reaching speeds of 90 miles an hour down the sleek slopes, the event is not to be missed.
prised if the United States is able to
ever, defend his gold medal? Consider name. Figure skating, speed skating,
capture a medal.
the fact that he only seems to get better and ice dancing are all to be avoided.
Luckily for us Americans (and Boston and better over time, and no one can Not only are the commentators obnoxCollege fans), the women's ice hockey afford to miss this one. If he can avoid ious, the judges unfair, and the music
team features not
uninspiring,
one, but two curfigure skating
rent BC players,
With thegames being in Canada, I suppose I
and ice dancMolly Schaus and
ing are the only
toss a
in about what is shaping up to be one
Kelli Stack. No
sports that NBC
one will be able
expects the mabiggest international hockey tournaments since 1980,
to call himself
jority of America
honestly, considering how neither the two big
a true Superfan
to tune into.

Speed skating isn't much better,
as it brings together everything wrong
with NASCAR (too many left turns,
extraordinary numbers of laps, excruciating boredom) and none of the benefits (huge crashes). Yes, short track
speed skating has a lot of crashes, but
with Apolo Ohno searching for the

should
of the

word

but

record number of medals for a Winter
Olympics athlete, I can personally
guarantee that NBC will beat the story
into the ground by the time he races.
Avoid on principle.
Armed with this viewing guide, you
are well on your way to Winter Olympics nirvana. Now excuse me while I
put on some Beach Boys and wait out
this horrendously cold Boston winter.

of

unless he catchnames in hockey is American, I just can't psych myself
Therefore,
es at least one
once the com.
up
the
tournament.
of their games,
petition starts,
preferably the inthe only thing
evitable Canadathat we are going
USA gold medal match.
crashing on his face in prelims like he to hear is how one of the skaters had
Last on the list of can't-miss events is did in Aspen, we might just see a perfect a slightly sprained fingernail, but was
the snowboard Super Pipe. Sure, the X score from the Flying Tomato.
still able to win gold (I'm looking at
Games were just two weeks ago, but can
Now for the events that must be
you again, Jimmy Robberts). Steer
anyone argue against tuning in to see
avoided at all costs. First off, anything
clear of these events at all costs, for
Shaun White, the greatest snowboarder with "skating" or "dancing" in the
everyone's sake.

for

Joseph DeMaio is a junior in the College
can be reached at

ofArts d Sciences. He
sports@bcheights.com.

BC builds on momentum for upcoming ACC play
By

Alex Petrossian

For The Heights

After a hard-fought battle against No. 18 Florida State on Wednesday at the Hampshire Hills
Club in Milford, N.H., the Boston College men's
tennis team returned to its home court Sunday to
face off against Sacred Heart in the morning and
Boston University in the afternoon.
After a disappointing first two matches of its
season in which the team lost 5-2 to Columbia and
7-0 to ACC opponent Virginia Tech, BC (2-3, 0-1)
has come on strong in the last two matches. Last
week, BC handled the then-undefeated Lafayette
Leopards to a 7-0 victory.
Despite losing 5-2 on Wednesday to the Seminoles, there were a number of bright spots in the
defeat. Among them was the continued strong
play of BC sophomore Akash Muppidi. Muppidi
and his partner, junior Adam Davison, led off the

match with an 8-5 victory against FSU's Andres
Bucaro and Anderson Reed at the third doubles
spot. Muppidi's strong play carried over into his
singles match, where he convincingly defeated the
No. 23-ranked player in the country, Clint Bowles,
at second singles. Muppidi and the rest of the BC
team hoped to carry the momentum gained against
FSU with them into Sunday's match against Sacred Heart.
BC's three doubles teams, led by the No. 27 duo
of senior Thomas Nolan and junior Erik Kreutzer,
opened up the match Sunday morning. Nolan and
Kreutzer, who have been doubles partners since
last year, were clearly familiar with one another
and appeared poised throughout the match. The
first doubles team converted four out of their six

break-point opportunities, leading to a convincing
8-3 victory. Kreutzer's powerful serve combined
with Nolan's net prowess proved to be too much
for the Sacred Heart first doubles tandem.

Outside the Locker Room
Morgan Kidd

What's your favorite
food?
Animal crackers.
What's your favorite
movie?
Casablanca.

What's your favorite
place on campus?
Bapst, because it looks like

Hogwarts.

SPORTS in SHORT

The Heights caught up with pitcher
Morgan Kidd from Georgia about the
start of Softball season, Bapst Library,

If you could visit anywhere in the world,
where would it be?

Dublin, it's so pretty there.

and animal crackers.

Is it hard to start the season when it's still winter?
Yes, pitching and gripping
the ball is harder in the cold.
It's something you have to
adapt to.

What's your favorite
class at BC?
My "Shop 'TilYou Drop" class,

it's all about consumerism.
It's really interesting.

Shortly after the initial victory, BC's second
doubles team, Muppidi and Davison, clinched the
doubles win for BC by defeating their opponents
8-5. After jumping out to a 3-0 lead, Muppidi
and Davison dropped four out of their next five
games. The struggles didn't last long, though,
as the tandem quickly defeated their opponent
shortly after.
To round up the doubles matches, senior Brian
Garber paired up with freshman Billy Grokenberger
at the third doubles spot. The senior-freshman
combination triumphed over their opponent,
8-4.
Once the doubles matches were settled, the
stage was set for singles play. Only minutes after his
doubles victory, Nolan challenged Sacred Heart's
No. 1 singles player, Kirill Kasyanov. Despite the
short rest, fatigue did not seem to be a factor for
the BC senior. In his very first service game, Nolan
aced his opponent on three consecutive serves. His

early dominance helped him coast to a 6-0, G-3
victory that improved his individual singles record
to 3-2 on the season.
Unlike Nolan, Muppidi did not get off to a fast
start. In the first game of the match, he lost control
of his serve. The early woes, however, were short
lived." Right after dropping the first game, Muppidi
came right back to break his opponent's serve.
After doing so, it was apparent that he would not
falter anymore. In another impressive showing,
Muppidi dominated his opponent 6-3, 6-0, improving his singles record to 4-1.
Sophomore Alex Skinner clinched the victory
for BC by winning his singles match 6-3, 7-5.
The team seems to have hit its stride at a good
time. In the coming weeks, BC will challenge multiple ACC powerhouses, such as No. 2 Virginia and
No. 15 Wake Forest. In order to defeat these foes,
BC will need to continue the strong play shown in
its last few matches. \u25a0

Numbers to Know

Game to Watch

13.8

Baseball

Seconds remaining in Saturday's
hockey game against UMass Lowell
before Chris Kreider scored the gamewinning goal for the 2-1 victory.

99

Career points scored by forward
Brian Gibbons in 107 total games
after he scored in Saturday's win
over UMass Lowell.

7

Players that entered the game for the
women'sbasketball team in its upset
over No. 18 UNC on Thursday.

Boston
College

Tlu,ane
.

Boston College's baseball team kicks off its
2010 season in New Orleans with a series
against Tulane. The Eagles, who bowed out of
the NCAA tournament last season after a 25inning loss to Texas, will look to start the year
offright against the Green Wave.
Junior third
baseman Mickey Wiswall, who was recently
named a preseason Ail-American, will lead
the Eagles this season.
Friday, 7:30 p.m.
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Kreider defies expectations as a freshman
By

DJ Adams

Heights Editor

For most freshman athletes, the initial

leap to the NCAA level of competition re-

quires a year of adjustment. Their weaknesses are exploited, and their youth and
inexperience shows. One rookie member
of Boston College's men's hockey team,
though, has seemed to ignore this tacit
understanding, continuing to post big
numbers. That is because forward Chris
Kreider has experienced much more than
your average freshman at BC.

At the young age of 18, Kreider has
taken his life beyond that of a traditional
young adult. Last June, Chris was chosen
19th overall by the New York Rangers in
the first round of the 2009 NHL Entry
Draft. In the fall, he was selected to be a
member of United States national team
in the World Junior Hockey Championships. He scored six goals in seven games
and led the Americans to their first gold
medal in the competition since 2004 in a
6-5 overtime thriller against Canada.
"I mean, it's kind of hard to put into
words, but it was probably my best moment in hockey up to tins point," Kreider
said when asked about standing on the
podium.

While many new athletes toil with
the difficulty of a more rigorous practice schedule upon entering college,
Kreider's experience with the World
Juniors prepared him for the workload of
an NCAA athlete. In order to be a part
of Team USA, Kreider went through an
intense summer schedule ofpractice and
tryouts.

"They initially invite about 40 to 45
kids to a camp over the summer for two
weeks, and then they make cuts continuously," Kreider explained. "After that,
they have a group of scouts who scout
some of the players they want over the
course of the fall, and then they send
out another list and have everyone go
to North Dakota, make some more cuts
there, and they get the roster down to a
workable number."
Once Kreider was selected to the
team, the competition he faced was unlike
anything he had ever seen.
"Well, in terms of the style of play, it's
just different really," Kreider said. "Different players, different ages, different
skill sets, a different routine.
"I think it helped me out mostly just
because I got to play more games. Just
getting those repetitions and getting
those games in really helped. It was definitely, like I said, a different style of play. I

ALEX TRAUTWIG
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Kreider scored the game-winninggoal Saturday against UMass Lowell with 13.8seconds left in the game. He has six goals in the past seven games.
played a different type ofrole. I was more
of a checker, an energy guy. I sat in front
of the net on the power play. It opened
my eyes to a new style of play and kind
of a new facet to my game."
It is this experience that has helped
Kreider finally bridge the gap between
the prep school and NCAA levels of
hockey. In his past seven games, Kreider
has lit the lamp six times, including two
goals of highlight-reel, caliber. Saturday
night, he stroked in a game-winner with
14seconds left to defeat UMassLowell at
home. In the Beanpot finals, on perhaps
the biggest scene ofBC's regular season,
Kreider netted an electrifying, breakaway

goal against Boston University that was
featured as No. 1 in the Top 10 plays on
SportsCenter that day.
Where would he rate that score on his
personal list? "It's right up there, especially because it was such a big game,"
Kreider laughed. "I did something that
I will probably never be able to do again,
did something Iprobably shouldn't have
done."
That something involved him floating
the puck through a freshman defender's
legs, mystifying Kieran Millan (who
helped the Terriers win the NCAA tournament with impenetrable goaltending
last year) by going backhand, and stuffing

it past Millan's pad.
With all of his eajly success, it would
be easy for Kreider to get carried away
and give into the tempting egotistical,
star-athleterole, especially since he's experienced so much at such a young age.
Yet, like any other respectable young
adult, he remains humble and explains
how all of his fellow rookies have been
providing excellent hockey for the Eagles,
giving most of the credit for the team's
exceptionalplay thus far to more veteran
players.
"Our seniors as a whole have been
great leaders, just through their work
ethic, they are not all hoorah guys,"

Kreider said. "They aren't gonna scream
in the locker rooms, and they are going
to say stuff when it needs to be said. But
for the most part, they lead by example.
I think that's probably why we have been
so successful. We have a large freshman
class, and we all have had to learn and
adjust, but they have made it a lot easier
for us."
Despite featuring nine new players on
its roster this year, BC stands at second
in the Hockey East, is ranked No. 10 in
the country, and won the 2010 Beanpot
tournament. After an early January slide,
the Eagles are 5-1 in their past six games
and have outscored their opponents 2511. Their success is largely due to No. 19
and his fellow freshmen finally getting
their heads around NCAA play.
"It's team success," Kreider said. "I
mean, the team is playing great, and
every line is firing on all cylinders. When
you are getting offense from everyone on
your team, and everyone is making great
plays, everyone is going to get involved.
I definitely don't think that is any of my
doing."
Players of Kreider's caliber often
join junior development programs,
like the USHL, that enable skaters to
perfect their skills before advancing to
the national stage of the NHL. Kreider
went against the grain, however, largely
because of family factors. After growing up in Boxford, Mass., and attending
Phillips Academy in Andover, Kreider
said BC felt too much like home to pass
up the opportunity. There is one more
important reason, however, for his choice
of college.
"I want to win a national championship," Kreider said. "I wanted.to
win trophies. That is something [the
BC coaches] advertise, and that is
something they will continue to do
because of the caliber of players that
they bring in.
"It would cap off what has really been
a great year winning the World Championshipsand the Beanpot. With this team,
Iknow all of the guys are in the same boat,
as they want to be as successful as possible. The pinnacle of success in college
hockey is that national championship, so
if we established a run, and had a good
year, I know that would mean the world
-

to everyone."

It's apparent that what means the
world to his team means theworld to Kreider, and a national championship would
be quite the experience for a young adult
who has already experienced more than
he could have ever imagined. \u25a0

Gritty River Hawks surprise BC
By Brad Zak
Heights Staff

fighting desperately to get into
the top half of the Hockey East

Going into this weekend, the
Boston College men's hockey team
was riding a Washington Capitals
like hot streak. But that was before
the Eagles ran into the physical
-
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Thanks to the hustle of players like Joe Whitney, the puck bounced BC's way.

The perfect bounce
BC-Lowell, from Bl
"Our club played with a little
more sandpaper than we did [in
Friday night's] game," said BC
head coach Jerry York. "One of

the pivotal parts of the game,
without any question, was our
ability to kill that penalty with two
and a half minutes left. It really
energized our whole bench, and
we then had terrific [offensive]
chances in the last 35 or 40 seconds of the game."
Leading up to the final flurry of
shots in the remaining seconds of
the game, the Eagle offense gained
momentum throughout the game.
It notched seven shots in the first
period, 12 in the second, and then
upped it to 15 in the final frame.
The River Hawks, on the other
hand, failed to build much momentum throughout the game.
"We had our chances with a
breakaway in the third and then a
late power play, but we just couldn't
get it by the goaltender,who played
solid," MacDonald said.
It was freshman netminder
Parker Milner who got the start
between the pipes for BC, giving
regular starter John Muse a rest
after Friday night's game. Milner
made 25 saves on the night, stifling Lowell's offense.
No save was more impressive,
though, than the one he made with
a little over 15 minutes left in the
game. Lowell's Scott Campbell
stole the puck off BC's clearing
attempt and then skated around
to Milner's right side. Milner attempted to gather himselfoff the
ice after a prior save, but couldn't

in time. Campbell got the shot off,
and Milner threw up his right leg
in desperation to make the save.
At the start of the game, nei-

UMass Lowell River Hawks.
After dropping the first contest in Lowell, 4-1, BC had to
regroup at home and escaped
Saturday's early evening rematch
with a narrow 2-1 victory. Before
the weekend series, the Eagles
were averaging 4.6 goals a game
over their last eight. With all the
residual excitement from winning
the Beanpot championship, the
Eagles now had to face a gritty
UMass Lowell team that was

standings.
[The River Hawks] have some
great players," said BC head coach
Jerry York. "Their defense is very
good. Not many teams score goals
against Lowell."
On paper, it may seem that the
Eagles were attacking effectively
in the second game, as they had 32
shots on goal. However, they had
outshot Lowell, 35-26, the night
before and came away with the
loss. River Hawk goaltender Carter Hutton recorded 30 saves in the
loss. He was able to catch many
of the Eagles' longer attempts,
"

preventing BC from getting any
rebound chances in front.
"They had a lot of shots from

the outside," said Lowell head
coach Blaise MacDonald. "We
allowed our goaltender the best
probability of stopping them. I
think we did a good job with our
sticks in the middle of the rink to
take away some passing lanes."
Hutton wasn't the only impressive goaltender protecting
the nets at Conte Forum on Saturday evening, though. A night
after John Muse dropped his first
decision since Jan. 23, freshman
Parker Milner was called upon to
fill his place between the pipes.
Milner responded more than
adequately, as he made 25 saves
and held the River Hawks to only
one goal. A defining moment of
the game was when Milner denied
Scott Campbell his second goal

ther offense looked particularly
good before the River Hawks'
Paul Worthington was whistled for
tripping. Then, just like in Friday
night's game, it was the powerplay opportunity that sparked
each squad's offenses.
Halfway through the power
play chance, BC's Brian Gibbons
received a pass from Smith. Gibbons stopped the puck with his
skate, then gathered it up with his
stick and flipped it over Hutton's
stick to give the Eagles a 1-0 lead.
It wasn't until over halfway
through the second period that
Lowell responded. BC defenseman
Patch Alber was whistled for the
trip, and, 42 seconds later, the River Hawks capitalized on the man
advantage. Campbell collected the
puck off a rebound for Lowell, and
then aimed his shot right for the
five-hole. Milner attempted to trap
the puck between his leg pads, but
it squeezed through and evened the
game up at 1-1.
The game remained stuck in
a stalemate for over 30 minutes
until Kreider snapped it with his
-

game-winning goal.
With the victory, the Eagles
remain in second place in the
Hockey East, two points ahead of
the University of Maine, and only
three points behind the University
of New Hampshire.
"This is as tight of a Hockey
East race as we've had for a number
ofyears," York said. "So it was a really important win for our team." \u25a0

UMass Lowell goaltender Carter Hutton was a brick wall in net for the River Hawks, slowing down a streaking BC offense.

of the game by shutting down
his angle on a breakaway opportunity.
Any great team, no matter
what sport, finds ways to win
when its strengths are taken away.
When UMass Lowell slowed down
the Eagles' pace and kept them
awayfrom the front of the net, BC
had to bear down and adaptto the
new rate of play.
During the final three minutes
of regulation, the Eagles had to
overcome an unfortunate penalty
and receive a bit of a lucky bounce
to claim their hard-earned victory. After Edwin Shea committed a
needless boarding penalty to give
Lowell a man advantage with just
under three minutes remaining in
the game, it looked as if the Eagles
would fall to the River Hawks for
the third straight time. Up until
that point, every goal scored in
the weekend series was either on a
power play or an empty net.
"One of the pivotal parts of
the game was our ability to kill
that late penalty," York said.
"Our ability to take 2:40 down
to 40 seconds, it really energized
our whole bench. We had terrific
chances thanks to our puck possession the last 35 to 40 seconds
of the game."
Bearing down, the Eagles
showed determination, allowing only two non-threatening
shots in killing off the late power
play. With the momentum swing
provided by the inspired penalty
kill, the Eagles began attacking
the net, hoping to finally find an
opening around Hutton. After a
loose puck found its way into the
middle of the zone, Chris Kreider
sent it into the back of the net
to help the Eagles overcome the
River Hawks' weekend defensive
dominance.
A sweep by Lowell would have
seriously damaged the Eagles'
chances at catching the University
of New Hampshire, which would
have sat five points ahead if BC
lost. Now just three points behind
UNH, BC has a legitimate shot
to ensure home-ice advantage
throughout the Hockey East
tournament. By showing they
were able to conquer their River
Hawk kryptonite, the Eagles now
know they can win under any set
of circumstances. \u25a0
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Demon Deacons wake up surging women
By Robert T. Balint
For The Heights

Kerri Shields led a last-ditch comeback
effort as she knocked down back-to-back
Wake Forest
60 3-pointers in the
final 30 seconds
College
56 of Sunday's game
Boston
against Wake Forest, but it was just too
little, too late.
The BC women's basketball team
(14-11, 5-5 ACC) dropped a 60-56 heartbreaker to the visiting Demon Deacons
(15-10, 6-5 ACC) in Conte Forum. The
loss snaps the Eagles' three-game ACC
winning streak.
"It was just one of those nights," said
head coach Sylvia Crawley after the game.
"I don't think we shot well. We have to do
other things. We have to pass the ball, we
have to rebound."
The Eagles' shooters were indeed dormant, especially in the first half. Center
Carolyn Swords and forward Stefanie
Murphy picked up the slack, combining
for 21 points, with most coming from the
paint.
The Demon Deacons did not seem to
have an answer for the two juniors' height
and close-range scoring ability. With the
exception of an athletic layup by guard
Jasmine Gill, BC's backcourt failed to
make the scoreboard, shooting one for
eight in the game's first 20 minutes.
"They're aggressive on defense, they
try to make you think, get you out ofyour
sets, force you to drive as opposed to running your offensive sets, and that's exactly
what they did tonight," Crawley said. "We
had to quickly pass the ball around, and
we were able to find some post players, but

that kind of took our guard play out."
Thanks to the tandem of Swords and
Murphy, the Eagles held a one-point edge
at halftime, 23-22.
Not until there was 2:32 remaining did
Murphy breathe some fife into the longrange offense with a long two-point shot,
giving BC its first lead in 12 minutes and
electrifying the crowd. The Eagles continued to build a lead in the second half,
with a pair of free throws by junior guard
Jaclyn Thoman and a Swords layup that
was prompted by an intercepted inbound
pass by Gill, which gave the Eagles a fivepoint lead.
BC's backcourt struggles, however,
continued throughout the rest of the
second half. Wake Forest gained on the
Eagles, eliminating their early deficit and
leading by as many as six points. It was
not until the five-minute mark that the
BC shooters began to find their groove.
Shields hit a 3-pointer to bring the score
to 43-41, putting the Eagles in position
to rally.
A defining play of the game occurred
around five minutes later. Wake's Secily Ray tried to drive in for a layup, but
Swords stopped her from even reaching
the paint. Pivoting, the guard passed out
to Brittany Waters, who squared up and
drained a 3-pointer. This play embodied
BC's dilemma on the court: the inside
presence ofpost players Swords and Murphy, while dominant on both sides of the
court, could only do so much.
The Demon Deacons, second-worst
in free-throw shooting in the ACC, rose
to the challenge of holding onto a slim
lead.
As the game clock wound down and

Jaclyn Thoman and the Boston College backcourt could not get going against Wake Forest, chipping in only two points in the first half yesterday.
the Eagles were forced to foul, Wake's
Garcia Sandra made all six free throws off
of three fouls. Shields' and senior guard
Mickel Picco's flurry of 3-pointers were
not enough, and the Demon Deacons
held on to win.
Down two with under a minute left,
Brittanny Johnson drove through the
lane and appearedto have a decent look,
but opted to pass it outside to the wing.
The ball sailed out of bounds, and Wake
Forest nailed its free throws in the wan-

ing seconds.
Crawley commented on the team's
recent upsets against No. 6 Duke and
No. 18 North Carolina last week, and how
those have turned some heads in conference play.
"We're not going to catch anybody by
surprise anymore," Crawley said. "Everybody knows about the two upsets that
we pulled last week, and they're coming
in here ready. We now have an 'X' on our
back, and that's a different kind ofposi-

Eagles slay another giant
in No. 18 North Carolina
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tion to be in. We're just going to have to
learn how to deal'with that."
Now that the Eagles have proven their
talents, they will no longer be overlooked
or underestimated. As a marked team, the
players will need to utilize every method
of scoring that they have at their disposal,
both in the paint and beyond the arc.
If Shields and the backcourt can heat
up and convert their outside looks earlier
in the game, last week's upsets may prove
not to be too little, too late. \u25a0

The Eagles knocked off the No. 18 Tar Heels,
69-62, in Chapel Hill Thursday night for their third
win in a row and second consecutive victory over a
ranked team. The win was the Eagles' first against
UNC since joining the ACC.
"I definitely think the Duke game gave our team a
lot of confidence that they can compete against any
team in the ACC coming into the game," said BC head
coach Sylvia Crawley.
Behind a balanced attack, the Eagles shot 40.3
percent from the floor for the game and committed
only 13 turnovers. The team also won the rebounding advantage, grabbing 43 boards compared to
UNC's 39. BC finished the game with a 9-0 run in
the remaining 5:30 of the second half to close out
the upset.
The Eagles also managed to overcome a short
bench, as senior captain Brittanny Johnson was
sidelined because of a sprained ankle, and freshman
Mary Nwachukwu was sidelined with the flu.
"We were shorthanded, and our team is such a
tight-knit group and sometimes they think they can't
do something with out the other, and I challenged
them to step it up," Crawley said.
While only seven BC players entered the game, all
scored for the Eagles. Leading the way for the second
straight game was junior center Carolyn Swords, who
posted a game-high 14 points and nine rebounds.
"Carolyn played hard, she was on the ground six
or seven times," Crawley said. "It was a very physical
game. I thought our bigs played especially well."
Junior forward Stefanie Murphy was also key for

the post position in the win, as she collected 12 rebounds, nine points, and five assists. Senior forward
Ayla Brown filled out the stat sheet with six points,
two rebounds, and one block.
BC's guards also stepped up in the absence of
Johnson. Sophomore guard Jasmine Gill, who started
for Johnson, scored nine points to go along with
seven rebounds. Freshman Kerri Shields recorded
a career-high 13 points on five-of-10 shooting in a
career-high 24 minutes.
Also taking on increased playing time was junior
point guard Jaclyn Thoman, who contributed seven
assists in a season-high 38 minutes. Senior Mickel
Picco added 12 points and two assists.
"We have great leadership in Mickel," Crawley
said. "She wants to leave a legacy at Boston College.
We've been talking about that, I asked them before
practice how they wanted to be remembered. I think
they see they have an opportunity to do something
very special."

For Crawley, who captained the UNC team that
won the national championship in 1994, the win was
even more significant, as it was the first time she has
defeated her alma mater.
"We have a lot of special memories and a lot of
history in that place (Carmichael Auditorium), and it
was good to come home and see everyone," Crawley
said. "I think our players knew how important of a
game that was for me and they played hard. They
played hard for each other."
With two upsets over ranked teams, the Eagles
are poised for a run in both the ACC and NCAA
tournaments. The team hopes to use the momentum
to finish strong in its final five games.
"I think [the Duke and UNC wins are] huge, the
season is not over yet," Crawley said. "We still have a
few more games left. It's going to make for an interesting ACC tournament. If you look at all the scores
across the conference, anything can happen, and it's
just going to make it that more interesting." \u25a0
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Elmore conquers personal, athletic trials
Elmore, from Bl

In his freshman season, Elmore saw
action in only 12 games and realized his
game needed to improve. "The college
game is so physical every play," he said.
When he did see minutes on the floor,
Elmore occasionally felt a little overwhelmed. "Sometimes, I didn't know
what to expect," he said. "I was afraid
to make a bad play."
Last year, Elmore scored his season
high (nine points) against BC's first opponent of the year, Central Connecticut
State. Proving that his confidence has
grown this year, he tied for second on the
team with 10 points in a contest against
Virginia Tech, which currently ranks
fourth in the ACC standings.
Elmore's basketball campaign may
have started slowly, but his personal life
got off to a remarkably quick start. Two
weeks into the school year, he met Brennan Clark, a member of the volleyball
team. The two shared a movie together
and as Elmore said, "We went from
there, been together ever since."
The pair took a special step on Jan.
19 when Elmore proposed to Clark at a
restaurant in the North End, a story he
recounted with a huge smile on his face.
"I pretended to go to the bathroom," he
recounted. "I snuck up behind her and
whispered in her ear, 'Will you marry
me?' and then put the ring in front of her.
She didn't even look at the ring she was
so shocked." The two have no immediate plans for a wedding, but think it will
come sometime after graduation.
As he spoke about his fiancee, his
excitement and genuine care for her
became quite apparent. He again referenced the tattoo on his right arm,
explaining the faded tattoo signified
his father. "Ever since I was a little kid,
I made it my motto to respect women,"
he said. "My dad left my mom when I
was three months old, and I swore to
myselfearly on I'd never do that to my
family."
The word conquer describes not only
Elmore's life off the court, but on it, as
well. Elmore knew coming into this season that he wanted more playing time,
and he figured out a way to get it by
-
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Dallas Elmore, a Fort Collins, Colo., native, beat multiple odds to make itto Boston College, where he has made the most of his opportunities, emerging as one of the team's top defenders.
conquering other teams' offenses.

While he admitted his ball-handling
skills are not the greatest, Elmore prides
himself on his defense. "I made up my
mind to be better on defense," he said.
"That way, if my offense starts to fall
off, I can get back and make a good play
on 'D.'" Not a vocal leader like some of
his other teammates, Elmore likes to
consider himself a leader on defense and
looks to make a big play when his team
needs a stop.
Elmore admits to being all over the

place at times. For example, he will start
to clean his room, then realize that he
needs to get something else done, so he
drops the cleaning. His defensive play
on the court, however, just clicked. He
prefers playing man defense so he can
keep track of his player. "I hate when
my guy scores, but I have to keep playing
physically," he said.
Though he averages nearly four points
per game coming off the bench, Elmore
wants to begin focusing on his offense.
"One of my goals for next year is definite-

ly to work on my offense some more, so
hopefully, I'll see somemore minutes," he
said. Though a high-percentage shooter
in high school, Elmore said he feels more
comfortable shooting from the 15-foot
range. "My threes weren't falling, so the
coaches really had me work on the 12-15
foot jump shots," he said.
Elmore has conquered numerous

challenges in his life, but you wouldn't
know it from a simple conversation with
him. He likes '70s disco music, The Notebook, and Chipotle burritos. He also likes

going to his fiancee's volleyball games, as
they have different seasons.
Despite being an aggressive defender
on the court, he appears laid back off it.
He takes each challenge and knocks it
down because he fails to accept defeat.
This could explain his relative lack of
concern when taking a charge. "I really
don't care if I get a foul or get knocked
down, as long as I try not to let them
score," he said.
Might as well call him Dallas the
Conqueror. \u25a0

Dismal second-half shooting
kills BC's hopes of a victory
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With four straight losses, Reggie Jackson has every reason to be frustrated with BC's play.
By

Jake Abrams

For The Heights

The Boston College men's basketball
team fell again Sunday night to the
Florida State Seminoles, 62-47, in its
fourth straight loss and eighth loss in
the past 10 games.
The defeat dropped head coach Al
Skinner's club to a disappointing 12-13,
3-8 in ACC play, placing them next to
last in the conference.
Joe Trapani carried the Eagles early,
scoring nine of his team's first 12 points,
including two 3-pointers.
The Seminoles were able to contain
Trapani from there on for the most part,
though, holding a lead until the eightminute mark of the first hall'.
BC took the lead from there after
Reggie Jackson knocked down a clutch
3-pointer as the shot clock was winding

down.
The Eagles retained the lead until

Seminole sophomore Devidas Dulkys
buried a three, giving the Seminoles a
two-point advantage.
Jackson came right back, answering Dulkys' three with a fearless dunk
among the FSU bigs as the first half was
winding down, sending his team to the
locker room with the score tied at 30
points apiece.
The Eagles were able to contain Solomon Alabi, the Seminoles' 7-1 center and
leading scorer on the offensive end, but
the sophomore made his presence felt on
the other end of the court, blocking seven
shots, including five in the first half.
Alabi anchored an FSU defense that
held BC to a paltry 26 percent shooting
percentage from the field in the second
half.
After allowing Trapani to keep his
team in the game with 14 first-half
points, the Seminoles locked the junior
down in the second half, holding him to
just three points.

The lack of continuity on offense for
the Eagles in the second half clearly
dictated the loss, as they were only able
to muster a measly 17points in the final
20 minutes. With Alabi in the middle,
BC was unable to get clean looks in the
paint, and Jackson and Rakim Sanders
were forced into taking tough, contested
jump shots on the perimeter.
Running their typical flex offense, the
Eagles were unable to free up baseline
looks inside, as the Seminoles sagged in
on the BC cutters.
The Eagles were also unable to create
any sort of transition game, due in part
to the 11 offensive rebounds they gave up
to the Seminoles. Without any easy transition buckets, the offense sputtered,
as BC was held scoreless from the 8:46
mark until there were only 38 seconds
remaining in the game. At that point,
Evan Ravenel tossed in two garbage
buckets that made a miserable second
half look only minimally better.
The drought was marked by many
of the problems that have plagued the
offense all year, most notably the lack
of ball movement in the half court.
Once again, many possessions involved
Jackson dribbling around outside the
three-point line for the entire shot clock,
then taking a contested jumper. The
Eagles had only nine assists as a team
for the night.
The Seminoles also took the Eagles'
third leading scorer, Corey Raji, completely out of the game, holding him to
one point on only two attempts from
the field.
Biko Paris struggled in only 16 minutes of action. The junior point guard
dished out three assists but turned the
ball over on four occasions.
For Florida State, freshman Michael
Snaer stepped up in a big fashion. In 26
minutes, the guard scored a career-high
18 points on only nine shots, including
two 3-pointers.
Snaer was starting onlyhis third game
of the year, but he lookedlike a seasoned

upperclassman. The freshman drove the
lane at will, finishing at the rim with ease
over BC defenders, including a terrific
bank floater in the second half.
The lone bright spot for the Eagles
was Ravenel, who spelled a banged-up
Josh Southern by putting up six boards
and eight points, including a jam from
the baseline off a pass from Jackson.
With the NCAAs entirely out of reach
barring a miracle run in the ACC tournament, the Eagles look to take at least
four of their next five to hopefully gain a
birth in the NIT. Their next opportunity
begins with North Carolina, another
struggling ACC team, on Saturday afternoon. \u25a0
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Michael Snaer had a career night against BC in Tallahassee, recording 18 points in 26 minutes.

Offense stalls again
for flailing Eagles
Struggles Continue, from Bl
While BC had little success when it
got the ball into the post, they often got
good shots elsewhere. They were able
to remain close in the first half in part
with some lucky shots at the end of the
shot clock.
Sanders drained a 30-foot jumper
with the shot clock about to expire, and
Jackson and Joe Trapani added deep
threes oftheir own late in BC possessions.
The second half, though, saw misses on
such bailout attempts from the Eagles
if, of course, they didn't turn the ball
over earlier in the clock.
With the game beginning to slip away
following six straight Seminole points,
including an Alabi ally-oop from Derwin
Kitchen serving as the exclamation point,
BC clearly needed a bucket.
Instead, a pass to Tyler Roche on the
wing hit off his hand and bounced harm-

lessly out ofbounds. The next time down
the floor, the ball ended up in Ravenel's
hands at the top of the key.
The big man took a dribble and tried
to get to the basket, but met with the
big bodies of Florida State and instead
hit the deck. Ravenel attempted to hit
Roche in the corner, but his pass from his
backside skimmed across the hardwood
well out of the senior's reach.
As BC falls under .500 for the first time
since the 2007-2008 season, there is no
single thing that can be changed to right
the shift. Skinner tried to reinvigorate the
defensive effort after the Maryland loss,
to generally solid effect, but how do you
correct general offensive ineptitude?
You can run the flex into the ground.
You could scrap the flex all together. You
could bring in Phil Jackson and rurf the
triangle, but one thing stay stays true in
basketball: If you can't put the ball in the
hoop, you just won't win any games. \u25a0
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World Record:
London, England

Sam Prendergast

For The Heights
Exactly one month ago today,
I had thousands of more dollars
to my name. When glancing
into stores while visiting restaurants around London, the

prices don't seem very high. In
fact, they seem almost identical
to America's. Then the exchange
rate comes into play and soon
enough, £5 equals $8 and £60
equals $100. Contributing to my
own downfall is the fact that my

brain still processes numbers in
terms of dollars, not "quid" and
"pence" as it should.
For the first time, since I
started at Boston College, I am
unable to use my meal plan or
Eagle Bucks for everyday purchases of food and necessities.
On top of that, I am not receiving as much parental love this
semester. The one package my
parents did send me cost $150,
after postage and customs fees.
Because of this, I have already
noticed a greater budgetary
intelligence on my part, a skill

that college students will have to
utilize in the near future. However, now I finally understand
why the seniors aren't so high
on this "real world" thing and
why my brother did not move
out of the house until he was in
his mid-20s.
Advice to anyone currently
overseas or looking to study
abroad in the future: Get a refillable water bottle. Bottled
water and soda are reserved for
prosperous times. With the swipe
of an Eagle-One card at McElroy or Corcoran Commons, $3
SmartWater bottles essentially
feel as if they're free. However,
in London, when I occasionally regret buying food due to
thoughts about the drinks that
those same few pounds could buy
me, it's easy to tell that these are
not prosperous times. Internships for this upcoming summer
have provided me with a dilemma
the more fun I havein London,
-

the less attractive the unpaid
internships look,' and the scarcer
the paid ones seem to be.
There are certain times when

money should not be a factor, no
matter how many credit cards
you have to max out. Several

friends have visited me already,
seeking asylum in an Englishspeaking land and some quality
London sightseeing. Although a
few tourist attractions, such as
the London Eye and the London
Tower, are pricey, they are truly
amazing sights to see. By treating my friends to some of these
places, I know that when I visit
them within the next few months,
they will return the favor. Also,
horror stories of $50 meals in
Dublin, $35 cover charges in
Zurich, and $22 drinks in Paris
enable me to realize that London
is not the only expensive city in
Europe.
Everyone understands that
spending a few nights with a
friend saves dozens of euros/
pounds / Swiss francs, a fact that
has eased social gaps that may
otherwise be apparent at BC.
All it takes is noticing a recognizable name on the PDF file of
all the juniors studying abroad
this semester. I probably don't

even have the phone numbers of
some of the people I have talked
to about visiting. My bedding
collection has slowly grown to
three aero beds, four pillows,
three duvets, and tons of sheets.
This should help when six of my

former roommates from Walsh
visit in a month's time.
With a tight budget, cheap
flights and hostels make it easy
to visit cities even when I have no
one to stay with. If you thought
Southwest and Jetßlue were
cheap, easyjet and Ryanair will
blow your mind. Ryanair loves
advertising flights from £5 to
cities all over Europe. It's come
to the point where Iwould rather
pay more than the advertised
price for a flight, in fear that
there is so little money going towards maintaining the plane I'm
in, 30,000 feet abovethe ground.
Upon arrival in virtually any major European city, good hostels
tend to be clean, friendly, and
relatively cheap. After throwing
down their bags, I have concluded that girls prefer to visit all the
sites and take as many pictures
as possible. Guys, on the other
hand, tend to forget to look up
the monuments beforehand, but
it doesn't matter because they
forgot a camera anyway.
Although Western Europe
is roughly half the size of the
United States, the number of different places accessible to those
studying here is astounding.
While over here, although money
may be flying put of our wallets,
I believe that one must take
advantage of the enormous offerings at hand. Attempting to see
an assortment of various places
in the United States would involve much more traveling while
experiencing the same relatively
stagnant culture and language
at every location. However, with
just a few days in Europe, it is
possible to see sites as diverse as
the Eiffel Tower, the Swiss Alps,
and the canals of Amsterdam.
Lucky for those of us studying
in London, English- speakerscan
be found everywhere.

LIFE

I'm a Son of St. Patrick TRUE
BY

HENAGRYSO

By

In,the spring of 2006, as I was deciding where I would spend the next
four years of ray life, a fire was being
lit in the lives of seven Boston College
students. These men, unknown to me,
were starting a group called the Sons
of St. Patrick, a fraternity ofCatholic
men that I wouldbe asked to lead two
years later.
Let this article dispel the rumors
once and for all! We are not a secret
society. We are not an exclusive cult.
And most of all, we are not "holier
than thou." In the words of one of
the group's founders, "Sons is not a
group of saints. It's a group of sinners who want to besaints." We are
a grassroots group of men at BC,
formed to encourage one another in
the deepening of our Catholic faith.
Our pillars are faith, fortitude, and

fraternity. Now in our fourth year,
we have between35 and 40 men at
every meeting and around 100 total
members, including graduates. Rev.
Paul McNellis, S.J., (2008 recipient
of the Mary K. Waldron Award) is our
moderatorand is always good for wise
words during our weekly meetings.
So what is my life like as a "Son?"
My experience is similar to that of
many of the other guys in the group.
Upon arriving at BC, I found myself
uprooted from the comfort and familiarity ofmy old way of living. College
began a new chapter in my life. The
interesting question was, and remains, would I change for the better?
After four years on the Heights, would
I leave a better man than when I had

arrived? I was raised Catholic and,
through enriching relationships with
teachersand friends in high school,
I had appropriated my faith, making
it my own. However, during my first
semester at BC, distractedby all the
noveltiesof college life, I was finding
myself "further and further from my
home," as the Bob Seger song goes.
University President Rev. William
P. Leahy, S.J., uses the analogy of
an individual "in an orbit." My first
semester was a "cooling" period I
was moving almost imperceptibly
further and further from the center.
When I went on a 48 Hours retreat
during winter of my freshman year,
I acknowledged this interior cooling
andresolved that something had to
-

be done.
When I returned to BC, I wentto
my first Sons of St. Patrick meeting and was warmly welcomed into
a group of between 10 and 15 guys

enraptured with theCatholic faith,
all encouraging and looking out for
one another. All along, God hadbeen

nudging me in the direction of this organization. With this group, my faith
life (and the rest ofmy life as well)
gradually became stronger, richer,
more serious, and more centered.
From the start, I realized that these
guys were going through the same
problems and temptations I struggled
with pressures to take part in a
heavy drinking culture, the hookup
scene, etc. The founders of the group
had been dissatisfied living a life of
compromise and contradiction, and
they knew that a fraternal group could
withstand the tide. They were right.
The life ofa "Son" is nothing
-

less than trying to live as a Catholic
gentleman in the college setting. Our
weekly meetings anchor us in this
life. We gather torecite the Evening
Prayer (collections of Psalms and
Scripture passages from the liturgy
of the Hours) in St. Mary's Chapel
and then move down the hail into
a conference room. We then hear a
talk either from a group member,
faculty member, or special guest
and discuss the topic as it relates to
-

-

life at BC. Outside of these meetings,
we venture into Boston on Friday

afternoons anddistributelunches
to the homeless, engaging them in
conversation. We throw parties where
"blacking out" is not really a concern
for anyone. We dedicate ourselves
to daily prayer, Mass oncea week in
addition to Sunday, and Confession
once a month. Naturally, the group
fosters friendships of the strongest
kind. An older member of the group
once told me that a friendship can
only be as strong as that which is
held in common. As I lookback on
my four years at BC, I couldn't agree
with him more. I often wonder what
my life would be like if I had gone
to another school or if the founders
of the group never followed through
with their plans. Where would I be
without these four years ofsupport
and encouragement from my brothers? In the words ofthe psalmist, "my
cup overflows."
Ifyou, too, are interested in joining a group ofChristian gentlemen,
come to St. Mary's Chapel at 6 pjn.
on Thursdays (next meeting is Feb.
18). For more information, e-mail

heenang@bc.edu).
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For people who hav? to deal
with the harsh realities of fife,
Volunteers of America is there to
help. Since 1896, we've worked in
communities across the country to
restore hope and rebuild lives.
Today, we provide care to abused
and neglected children. The
elderly. People with disabilities,
Families in trouble. We give guidance to the homeless and many
others who have lost their way.
The need has TOver been greater*
And we are there to offer support
and compassion to help create
positive change in a person's life.
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OUTSIDE THE BUBBLE

Rekindling an oldflame through an unexpected snowball of events
inside out. Unfortunately, my school
district was notoriously stingy with its
snow days. While other schools in the
area closed, mine often only conceded
to delayed openings. This made the
few snow days we got all the more
Lisa de Gray
When I first moved to D.C., I was
told that I could expect milder winters
than I was used to, and that it rarely
snowed here. Having loved snow all
of my life, I was disappointed to hear
this. When it snowed on Long Island
while I was home for winter break, I got
excited, thinking that this might be the
only time I would get to see any significant amount of snowfall for a while. I
was wrong.

The fact that D.C. is usually spared
large snowstorms is probably one of the
reasons why some people are referring
to our two latest snowstorms as the
"snowpocalypse." They pretty much
shut the District down. On Wednesday, the combination of high winds
and whiteout conditions led to the city
calling off the snow plows, the federal
government closing for three days,
and my first set of snow days since high
school.
When I was younger, I used to hope
and pray for snow days. At one point, I
think I even resorted to the time-honored tradition of wearing my pajamas

special.

Unfortunately, in the years since
then, I have been forced to become
an adult. With adulthood comes a
different relationship with snow. The
first snowfall of the year the mini
snowstorm that occurred a week before
the snowpocalypse - happened to
coincide with a job fair. I got a disturbing preview of what my life as a young
professional would really be like: The
coatroom of the center where the fair
was held was full of law students in
business suits, changing out of their
galoshes, while the ladies' room was
full of girls trying to dry their hair and
make their faces appear less red before
heading over to meet with prospective
-

employers.
Being an adult also means that I
have more practical things to consider
when it snows. My mother, who was in
Boston during the infamous Blizzard
of 1978, reminded me to make sure I

had enough food, recalling how, 30
the storm got so bad that
the military had to come in and monitor the supermarkets. In fact, the days
before both our snowstorms hit, the

years ago,

supermarkets down here

were

jammed.

The news reports were not exaggerating when they showed grocery stores
around the district with empty shelves.
I spent the first weekend of the
snowstorm in my room doing work. I
missed a massive Twitter-and Facebook-organized snowball fight in
Dupont Circle because I was working
on a brief. When I found out that I was
getting my first snow day since high
school, I was more disappointed than
thrilled. Having class cancelled in law
school is not as great as having class
cancelled in college. Our professors
always schedule make-up classes and
rumors of Saturday make-ups have
already been confirmed as true. Faced
with the possibility of giving up a Saturday morning, most of us would have
rather gone to our regular Monday
classes.
The snowstorm also prevented me
from making it out to my local sports
bar to watch the Eagles win the Beanpot, and threatened my long-anticipated trip to Boston. The snowstorm
was beginning to seem more inconvenient than exciting. It was then that I
realized I was becoming one of those

grown-ups who ruined everyone else's
fun by complaining about the snow,
the type ofperson I despised when I
was younger and swore I would never
become. If that is what it means to be

Guess who

an adult,

I thought, then count me out.
And so, on the eve of my second
snow day, I decided to re-embrace
my inner child. There was enough
food in the fridge, it was supposed
to stop snowing a few days before my
scheduled flight, and I would cross the
bridge of Saturday make-ups when I
got to it. There was also the added bonus that came with having no classes
for days free time.
The day of the second wave of the
snowstorm, I walked around the citytaking pictures of the Capitol Building,
the Lincoln Memorial, and the White
House, all covered in snow. Instead
of hosting government employees on
their lunch breaks, the downtown area
was full of kids having snowball fights
across from the empty EPA and IRS
-

buildings. People were walking across
the frozen pool in front of the Lincoln
Memorial, and snowmen were seated
on the benches outside of the Mall.
That night, my friends and I braved
the weather to go out to eat in Chinatown. On the walk back, I noticed
the roads were empty, and the sky had
that hazy light that appears during
snowstorms. With that, my love for
snow was

back.

Lisa de Gray is a staff columnist for
The Heights. She welcomes comments at
features@bcheights.com

Trish

Daly

What is Doppelgangcr Week, and who
is the mastermind that came up with such
a phenomenon? For those who aren't social

networking-sawy, or who have spurned
Facebook after seeing Into the Wild, allow
me to explain the little that I do know.
According to some reputable

news

sources, last week was Doppelgangcr Week:
a week in which a mysterious trend swept

Facebook, inspiring users to change their
profile picture to a photo of a celebrity they
vaguely resemble, essentially, their "doppelganger." Why? It doesn't matter. Our
responsibility is not to wonder why. We must

only change our profile pictures as quickly
as possible.
With puzzling speed, this trend burst on
the scene as hard-hitting news. ABC News
broke the story early, unveiling the theme
in their primetime coverage. Apparently,
there weren't enough robberies, murders, or
stories of philandering politicos last week.
This exposure, however, wasn't enough to
convince me that it was a real fad. After

all, TV news broadcasts tend to trace every
threat to the free world back to Facebook or
Myspace. I dismissed this as just another
"will-you-look-what-these-kids-are-doing"
story, something to

allow older adults to
comment, "We didn't waste time with crap

He

doppelganger effect, however, when I was
surfing the Net in my spare time last week
(People still say "surfing the Net," right?).
I had a picture ofConan O'Brien up on
my computer when a friend came over and

aid

Said

SheS

like that when I was a kid."
I realized the true, awful power of the

"My roommate and I have completely opposite sleeping schedules -1
go to bed early and get up early in the morning, and my roommate
stays up much later and gets out of bed late in the day. The problem
is that he is not respectful of me when I try to sleep, despite me always
keeping quietin the morning. This is causing a lot of tension in our
room what do I do?"
?Sleeping Beauty

looked at the screen. In all seriousness, she
asked, "Oh, are you finding your doppelganger?" As you can imagine, I didn't know

what to address first

my contempt at
the idea of hopping on the "doppelganger"
bandwagon or my concern at what lighting I was in that made me look like a 6-4,

-

Meghan Responds:

Dave Says:

In cases such as this, a grand plan of psychological warfare is in order. These
I see the problem straight away. You go to bed early and wake up early. Are you a
suggestions are only meant for the truly desperate and sleep deprived, so progrownup? Do you have a full time job or are you an unfortunate person who landed
ceed carefully.
an 8 a.m. class? Either way, college kids are infamous for their poor sleeping schedFirst, casually invite your friend, who is in the band, to your room for a jam
ules. Your early to bed early to rise trend will only act to compound this conflict.
session. You can play the trombone, he'll bring his drums, and you can rock out
My first solutionis to drop the 8 a.m. class. No one can maintain consciousness
during a class that early. If they can, they're probably a vampire. Yes, withdrawing
before your daily 6 a.m. run. When your roommate abruptly awakens, invite him
to join in on vocals. You can then follow him as he angrily stomps down the hall
at this point in the semester will garner you a "W" on your transcript, but a good
night's sleep warrants the academic blemish. If you aren't willing to take that hit,
to wake up your RA so you two can have that long-awaited chat about 'respect.'
Of course, it could be that he simply isn't aware of how wondrous the mornthen we can proceed to the actions that will address your roommate's attitude.
ing can be and thus has been unable to make
Making too much noise during the midnight hours is rude and all too common in "He may feel that he needs to stay up until 10p.m. to watch Lost, but an informed decision regarding his bedtime.
Change all the clocks in the room, including his
deep inside he yearns to abide by your 8p. m. bedtime. In that case,
dorm- living situations. Many a roommate will
watch. When he awakens in a panic, thinking
stealthily slip sedatives into his soda before you slumber!'
try the polite cough to quiet their bedfellow,
but rarely does this action result in long-term
he is late for his 2 p.m. class, you can open
Meghan, on doing it your way
the curtain and show him the beautiful world
progress. What you need is a swift and hard
that exists before noon. Point out the chirping birds and the morning sunshine
response. Draft a conflict agreement stating that whatever amount of sleeping time
perhaps you'll have a convert on your hands.
denied to you will be returned in kind by twofold. He keeps you awake for two hours.
You keep him awake for four. Your tactics for keeping him awake will vary, but the
It also could be that he is physically and psychologically unable to go to bed
more creative the better.
at an earlier time. He may feel that he needs to stay up until 10 p.m. to watch
Lost, but deep inside he yearns to abide by your 8 p.m. bedtime. In that case,
Marmosets have always been my favoritefor keeping people awake. Who would
stealthily slip sedatives into his soda before you slumber. Besides being alliterabe able to sleep when an eight-inch monkey is perusing your dorm? Those things
tively bold, this method could incur disciplinary measures, so tread cautiously.
aren't potty trained, mind you. I would just keep him in a cage beneath your desk.
Then when you leave for class in the morning and your roomie is still in dreamland,
Or you could try talking to him. He might not even realize what he is doing
let the little rascal go. I'm sure your bunkmate will be suitably stirred. If you're
and that he is being disrespectful and disruptive. If that fails, try to use an RA
lucky, the animal might even bite him. Get original with this, and you'll be sleeping
as mediator that's really what they are hired to do anyway.
like a sloth.
-

-

-

Dave Givler is an editor for The Heights. He welcomes comments at features@bcheights.
com.

Meghan Michael is a senior staff columnist for The Heights. She welcomes comments
at features@bcheights.com.

"He Said/She Said" welcomes questions for future columns as well as comments about this week's responses.
All printed questions remain anonymous. Send any comments to the editor atfeatures@bcheights.com.
COLLEGE CONNECTIONS

Sam

As I was cringing through The
Who's performance during the
halftime show of this year's Super
Bowl, I couldn't stop thinking how
bizarre it was to see a paunchy Pete
Townsend windniilling on his guitar,
looking more Like a naked mole rat
than a former rock icon. I couldn't
get over Daltrey's strange choice
of attire, although he indisputably
wore more outrageous outfits during
the height of The Who's popularity. As he belted that famous line
from "My Generation," though, the
song that launched The Who to
the forefront of the rock scene, I
couldn't help reflecting on how old
this legendary band had become.
This is a common phenomenon
among rock musicians (and people
in general). Bob Dylan sounds like
a wood cliipper and yel, he still
released a Christmas album. I don't
even need to remind you of the
havoc old age wreaked on poor Michael Jackson. Even the great 19th

150-pound, 50-year-old man with skin the
color of milk and hair the color of an orange
highlighter. Though I love Conan, he is
notoriously odd-looking not a flattering
comparison. With that comment, Doppelganger Week had found me.
Having been alerted to this latest bit of
utterly irrelevant Internet activity, I was
intrigued. It seems that no one actually
announced "Doppelganger Week." It spread
like an infectious virus through the network.
Bored Facebook users would do a double
take when they looked at a friend's profile
("Man, she looks great"), realize the trick
("Well that sure looks a lot like Jessica
Alba..."), and then immediately begin itching to find their own celebrity look-alike.
After careful data gathering, it seems 50
percent of the substitutions portray a much
better looking individual, belying either
-

a

narcissistic streak

or a bout of wishful

thinking, and the other half is made up of
obvious jokes, namely people seeking to take
on the silliness ofFacebook trendsetting and
comment incisively on our celebrity-driven

culture.
Either way, the doppelganger effect
will get to you. Why is it so compelling to
identify your looks or those of your friends
with a famous person? I mean, it's not always complimentary. One confused student
complained that people have been telling
him he looks like Peyton Manning, "but it's
just because I have a big head." To get a
more scientific comparison, some curious people have gone to a more discerning
judge, a Web site that analyzes a photo of
you to match you up with a celebrity lookalike. For example, on myheritage.com, a
senior male of my acquaintance discovered
his previously undiscovered resemblance to
Anne Hathaway and Rosario Dawson. When
I heard of his revelation, I knew 1 had to try
it out not that I wasn't satisfied with the
recommendations I had already received
from my perceptive friend: Conan O'Brien
and then Carrot Top (this is probably a good
time to mention that I don't have orange
hair). Seeking a second opinion, I uploaded
a photo and eagerly awaited the results.
First Kate Winslet. Not half bad, I
thought, pleasantly surprised. This was like
a charming sort of anonymous flattery. No
wonder people are identifying so strongly
with photos of celebrities who are 10 times
more attractive than they are. Of course, my
bubble was then slightly burst by my other
matches: Hillary Rodham Clinton, and the
timeless Cher (If you don't know me, I hope
you can picture the love child of Conan
-

Aging with grace: Talking about our generation and theirs

Hocking

--

century poet William Wordsworth
became restrained and crotchety
in his old age, somewhat lessening his popular appeal. The point
is that age changes people. While
my dad relates to me that he used
to mosh at concerts, he mutters
something under his breath as the
rowdy drunk kids stumble into us.
Frankly, I'd rather have him grumpy
over being bumped into than have
him out there moshing with them.
There's something both sad and
wrong with people who dwell on
their former selves. I would even assert that there's a certain injustice
in The Who of the present trying
to celebrate youth. While they may
have encapsulated the feelings of
youthful energy and frustration in
their earlier songs, they sang them
then with a unique passion, a true
conviction that they sang the anthems of their generation.
However, their generation is not
my generation, and that's okay. I
can still celebrate their past performances and marvel at their musical
genius and the stunning animation
that characterized their live shows.
However, to appreciate what they
used to be and accept them for who
(pun intended) they have become
are not mutually exclusive things.

They're actually quite the opposite.
I like their most recent album, even
though it's no Quadrophenia.
The extrapolation from accepting the changes in peoples' disposition and temperament as they age
is that we shouldn't fault younger
people for their sometimes reckless or unseemly behavior. Kids are
different from grownups, and just
because we've reached the age of
majority doesn't necessarily mean
that our mannerisms will or should
reflect those of our grandparents.
We don't admonish little kids for
being impatient and crazy, parents
for being conservative and strict,
or grandparents for being stubborn and stodgy, because when they
conform to these archetypes, they
abide by the norm we've come to
expect. In the same vein, college
students will be college students.
The crusade against what are
considered to be the debauched
facets of college life begs ridicule.
Living the wild life is not only
natural, it's entirely appropriate.
To demand that college kids vault
into the stuffy realm of adulthood is
not only an entirely futile request,
but also one grounded in a wrongheaded understanding of how we
should be behaving. Moreover, it's

worth noting that these normative
assertions about appropriate behavior originate not from students
themselves,but from those years
removed from the college experience.

One of the pleasures of reading Montaigne stems from the

fact that he composed and revised
his Essays over a few decades. As
a result, he exhibits a probing
consciousness of his "diachronie"
nature, or the way his personhood
extends and adapts over time
and circumstance. As much as we
would like to think of ourselves as
firmly cast, fully solidified people,
observation and experience deny
that claim. So while I don't look
forward to getting old and settling
down, I'm sure that it's an experience I'll appreciate as it happens.
At the same time, I hope I have
the maturity and self respect not
to cling desperately to my former
self. I don't want to still be attending rowdy parties 40 years from
now just as much as I don't want
people 40 years my senior telling
me how I should behave.
Sam Hocking is a staff columnist for
The Heights. He welcomes comments at
features@bcheights.com.

-

O'Brien and Carrot Top, wearing a pantsuit
and an American flag pin and a long, dark
wig, singing in a throaty voice. That's a
rough portrait for you).
In any case, if you have as much free time
this week as I, ABC News, and thousands of
Facebook users have had, take a moment to
troll the Internet looking for celebrities with
your eyes, nose, or face shape. They don't
have to be your gender, and they can be
a lot better looking. After all, this isn't
about accuracy. This is about identifying
with people all over the world, bound by
the strong ties of 21st-century social networking, compelling us all to join trends
that amuse only ourselves and exhibit
strong signs of narcissism. Well, that's
what the news says anyway.
A good friend is confident she found
my perfect celebrity match: Daria. Yes,
the bespectacled '90s cartoon character
described as "sardonic and slightly misanthropic." Ah well, it's better than Cher.

Trish Daly is a senior staff columnist for
The Heights. She welcomes comments at
features@bcheujhts.com.

Monday, February 15, 2010

My

The Heights

9

Secret Boston is treasure map of hidden gems

By Jacquelyn Herder

Features Editor

Did you know that, hidden in an atFanueil Hall, there is a military
museum? How about that the pen that
Abraham Lincoln used to sign the Emancipation Proclamation can be found here
in Boston? That there are four Beantown
born United States presidents? No?
Hmm. Well, do you know about the hottest spot to go to get a glimpse of your
favorite celebrities? The best placed to
go in Chinatown? Where you can find allyou-can-eat sushi on a Thursday night?
Still nothing?
Let's fix that.
Boston is an incredible city to have access to and explore, but limitless options
of history, culture, food, music, bars, and
clubs can be overwhelming. As students
at Boston College, we are all encouraged
to get out and experience the city, but
deciding what to do and where to go can
be just as complex as trying to cram for
that big bio test or writing that history
paper. Bring an end to the mystery, and
take a look at MySecretßoston.corn's
Web site to see what adventures are off
the beaten path and just waiting to be
tic at

discovered.

"People who are new to Boston [such
as students] often fall into a pattern, but
there are so many cool things to do in this
city," says Amadeu Tolentino, co-founder
ofMySecretßoston.com. "When we first
started the site, the economy was really
bad. Boston is not inaccessible it's just
about finding things to do that won't
-

break the bank," he says.
"It's not the same restaurants, not the
same bars that you go to," says Jon Marcus, a professor at BC and co-founder of
MySecretßoston.com. "We like to feature
the places where you might have to walk
an extra block to find. That's what makes
it secret." Marcus, who has been teaching
at the University for the past nine years, is
also a well-known writer and former editor ofBoston Magazine. "We live in such
an interesting place there is history all
around, even here at BC," he says. "For
instance, BC has the largest collection of
-

Irish literature outside of Ireland, and in
O'Neill Library, there is an exact replica
ofTip O'Neill's office. Ibet students walk
past that all the time and have never
noticed it."
The idea for the Web site was born in
a rather interesting place a spin class at
a local gym, where Tolentino and Marcus
met. Marcus is the author of Unknown
New England, and Tolentino is a successful web designer, and through class they
began talking about what an interesting
concept this could be. "He e-mailed me
one day, and said T really think this could
work,'" says Tolentino of Marcus. "And
that's how it all started."
The Web site, which has been in
production for a couple of years, was
launched earlier this month and boasts
a couple of BC grads among its creators
and contributors. Jeff Wallace, BC '09,
and T.K. Skendarian, BC '05, are both
important parts of the MySecretßoston.com team. Wallace graduated from
CSOM with a degree in marketing, and
is also a former editor for The Heights.
"I was in Jon's class my senior year, and
he had mentioned the site a little bit in
class," he says of how he got involved
with MySecretßoston.com. "I asked if I
could get involved in it, and I started out
as an intern. After graduation, I became
a writer for them. I was a marketing major, and if I hadn't taken writing classes
[while at BC] I would not have had this
-

opportunity."
"At MySecretßoston.com, I am the
music editor as well as write blogs," he
says. "I'm in charge of the content [that
has to do with music] as well as to blog
about events in Boston. My job is to
show people good music in Boston it's
kind ofmy dream job. It's great to see so
many people get together and do something they are passionate about. We are
all working for free, baut we love it. It's
amazing how far you can go."
"MySecertßoston.com is different
because we don't do reviews
we tell
people the positive things," says Wallace.
"People want to hear where they can go,
not where they shouldn't."
Skenderian also met Marcus through
-

-

COURTESYOFMYSECRETBOSTON.COM

IK. Skenderian, Jon Marcus, and Jeff Wallace not only have ties to BC but are also colleagues at MySecretßoston.com, a company founded by Marcus
one of his classes, and they kept in touch
experience, and that they both love what as representing "a new generation in
after Skendarian.graduated. Skenderian they do. "Most people come out of BC Boston, literally as well as figuratively,"
traveled around the world for several with a ton of pressure on them to hurry with a target audience in part made up of
years, including stops in New Zealand,
up and get a job and get a move on then"young professionals in their 20s and 30s
Australia, Indonesia, Mongolia, and Chiprofessional lives. That's important, but
[and] college students." In other words,
na. "I kept in touch with Jon, and would
it's more important to live a little bit," you. Check it out. Learn something new.
send him updates of my travels. About Skenderian says.
Go on an adventure. Or, if you find that
a year ago, I sent him a video, and he
"Start off volunteering or interning for you crave the detective work and want to
up
ended approaching me about working a company you care about, and maybe it see Boston from a different perspective,
for MySecretßoston.com." Skenderian will turn into something. Keep in touch follow in the footsteps of
Wallace and
is now the director of videos for the site,
with your professors. Get involved with
Skenderian and get involved. Look a
and they post about one featured video a charity events. Make sure theyknow that little bit harder, and just maybe you will
week. Skenderian is also the communicayou will do whatever it takes to get into
discover a new favorite restaurant, an
tions manager for the Boston Athletics
a position that lets them know that you
unknown yet fabulous band, or a tuckedAssociation.
are there and know what you are doing.
away store that has thebest all-occasion
Both Wallace and Skenderian deMake it happen for yourself."
novelty gifts.
scribe working for MySecretßoston.com
In a press release for MySecretßosIt looks like Bostoajust became a little
ton.com, the company describes itself less secret. \u25a0
as a great professional and personal

Morrill shares faith, experiences, and love of teaching
By Brooke Schneider
Heights Editor
Standing in the hallway of 21
Campanella Way, one could hear

enthusiastic conversation adorned
with sincerity and a sense of ease
resonale from his office, where his

personal paintings grace the walls.
Those beautiful sounds were coming
from the office of Rev. Bruce Morrill,
S.J., an associate professor in the
theology department and student
adviser, who lends a patient ear to
graduate students.
Hailing from a small Maine town
called Brewer, the youngest of four
children, this highly spiritual professor became strongly affiliated with
religion in college. Having attended
a public high school where French
was his favorite subject (although

he admits that he would not have
said that as a 16-year-old), Morrill's
first interaction with the Jesuits occurred when he enrolled as a student
at Holy Cross, a Jesuit college in
Massachusetts. It was through his
contact with the Jesuits during his
college years that inspired Morrill to
pursue

a career

in theology and join

the Jesuits a year after graduating
with his B.A. in religious studies. "I
discovered over my four years ofcollege that I really loved theology, and
that it was not sort of an abstract or
distant topic, but it seemed to touch
every level of my life," he says.
Upon graduation, Morrill spent
a year with the Jesuit Volunteer
Corps, and was stationed in an Eskimo village on the Bering Sea coast
of Alaska to work with the native
youth. His time spent in Alaska solidified Morrill's decision to relocate
to Boston in 1982 and join the Jesuit
order and so began his ten-year
journey toward ordination to the
-

priesthood. Morrill then furthered
his education, receiving his M.A.
in anthropology from Columbia
University, his M.Div. from the
Jesuit School ofTheology at Berkeley, and his Ph.D. in religion from
Emory University. The following fall
of 1996, Morrill began teaching at
Boston College, a university where
he was told he would thrive due to
its doctoral faculty. Inorder to teach
at BC, however, Morrill had to do a

little wrestling with his provincial.
"We Jesuits don'tcall our own shots,
so we're assigned to whatever we
do," he says with a laugh.
At BC, Morrill teaches Exploring
Catholicism, a core course, as-well as
Suffering, Politics, and Liberation,
and other graduate courses. Unlike many other professors, Morrill
thoroughly enjoys teaching his core
class. "Some people say, 'Oh, you
got to teach the core,' and they roll
their eyes, but I just love teaching
the core," he says. Morrill works
hard to engage his students and
encourages them to challenge controversial questions and theories.
"We're going to engage theories,
and it's not Father Morrill up there
indoctrinating you," he explains.
One of Morrill's biggest pet
peeves as a professor is students'
tendency to come and go as they
please during his'classes. He easily
recalled a "great moment" between
him and one of his students that occurred when he confronted a student
as she was leaving the classroom.
In turn, she defended herself, resulting in a great, honest rapport.
Other heartening moments with
his students have occurred when
they develop a newfound interest
in theology. "The student who just
left [my office] came in as an atheist
and walked out a theology minor. So,

I'll take it! Those are the victories,"
he says with a wholehearted laugh.
Things weren't always so easy, however, and Morrill can recall his first
years of teaching when he "walked
in with the ink on my diploma still
wet.
"I'm sure I did feel intimidated,
but I refused to feel that. I'm the
kind ofperson that just decides to
go into the zone and do it." Morrill's
persistence in the face of challenges
has attributed to his great success
in his past J4 years at BC.
When not teaching, doing research with undergraduates, or
directing students in their senior
theses, Morrill, who is also a profes-.

sionally trained organist, enjoys .attending symphonies, playing tennis,
and working out. However, students
will not find him on the stationary
bikes at the Plex Morrill prefers
to lift weights at his local gym in
Boston, and he considers working
out to be "a great part ofthe rhythm
of my week." Though he is not a fan
of The Jersey Shore, Morrill is an
ardent fan of South Park and Family
Guy, a characteristic that probably
distinguishes him from his fellow
Jesuits, but one that makes him all
-

the

more relatable

to the BC student

body. Proving that he truly belongs
at BC, Morrill also enjoys catching
up with old friends on Facebook.
On Morrill's Facebook account,

old friends can find photos of his
trip to Australia last summer, when
he was a visiting lecturer at a Jesuit
theology school. Morrill has also
traveled to Germany and to Paris,

where he took his sabbatical in
2003-2004 and where he was a pastor at a church in the French Alps.
In 2006, Morrill lived in a Jesuit
community in Dublin while completing a research fellowship. To this

Bruce Morrill, a professor here at BC and
day, Morrill still visits the Eskimo
village in Alaska (where he spent
his time as a member of the Jesuit
Volunteer Corps) once a year for 10
days. If he weren't a professor, Morrill could envision himself working
in Alaska full time, though it would
be an incredible challenge. "Goodbye everything," he says. "Goodbye
symphony, goodbye movies, goodbye supermarket. Can't say I could
tough it out, but I could try."
Currently, Morrill is directing his
creative energy toward writing. "I'm
really grateful that I've discovered

isalso the author of several books, with the most recent to be published in August.
how being a wordsmith is another
art form, and it's very rewarding,"
he says, smiling. With a handful of
articles to his name and his second

completely authored book just
published in December, Divine Worship and Human Healing: Liturgical
Theology at the Margins ofLife and
Death, Morrill is in the process of
writing another book on the Eucharist, which is due to his publisher
in August. Though he admits that
writing books is very challenging,
especially forming his ideas into
coherent thoughts and chapters,

Lectures provide perspectives not found in class
Lectures from 810
Though he has enjoyed his
lecture experiences thus far,
Stefanis does note that there is
room for improvement. "The only
way I hear about them is by email, rarely doI look at the flyers
around campus," Stefanis says.
"The only negative thing I have
to say is 1 wish they had chosen
largerplaces to host the speakers,
they are always very crowded,"
Many students take advantage
of the Agape Latte lecture series.
"I was lucky enough to go to an
Agape Latte last year when John
Mahoney, the director of undergraduate admissions, was giving
a presentation," says Matthew
Williams, A&S '11. "It was enlightening to hear about the very
mysterious process from someone
who is intimately involved in it. All
in all, he was a really goodspeaker,
and it was a very interesting talk.
I hope to hear him speak again

someday."
After a long day of classes and

is receiving much hype in advance
is the talk that author Mike Bruny

extracurricular activities, many
students have difficulty finding
the time or the energy to attend
lectures that they otherwise would
be very interested in attending.
"I don't go to the guest speakers often enough," says Amanda
Brennan, A&S '13. "Balancing
school and friends was hard for me
first semester, so I didn't try to go
to any ofthe speakers, really, only
one. I do want to go to more this
semester, although I don't hear a
lot about them. Because I am still
undecided, I think I don't receive
a lot of the e-mails I otherwise
would."
One of the more popular lectures on campus was "The Current
State of Boston Sports," given by
Steve Buckley and Michael Holley. These men are journalists,
authors, and sports media figures.
Not only are they sports fans, but
Boston sports fans. A lecture that

will be giving today, called "Move
the Crowd: Hip Hop Affirmations." His lecture, organized by
the Black History Month Planning
Committee, will be in honor of
Black History Month. Bruny will
be speaking about his book, Move
the Crowd, which tells how lyrics
have shaped him and illustrates
the power of the spoken word.
While some lectures are organized by various academic
departments, many of the lectures
are also organized by on-campus groups and councils, and
all of these events are intended
to enrich students' liberal arts
education. BC also features guest
speakers to promote the safety of
its students: At the end of February, Sergeant Pi Heseltine of the
Massachusetts StatePolice will be
giving a lecture on "Drug Assisted
Assault," which will focus on the
importance of recognizing the

techniques of predators and
safety tips.
As far as current political
events are concerned, BC has a
variety of guest speakers affiliated
with that area as well. On Feb. 22
at 4:30 p.m. in the Heights Room
ofCorcoran Commons, Aaron David Miller, a public policy fellow at
the Woodrow Wilson Center for
International Scholars, Shai Feldman, the director and professor of
politics at the Crown Center for
Middle East Studies at Brandeis
University, and Hussein Ibish, a
senior fellowof the American Task
Force on Palestine, will be hosting "U.S. Israeli Relations: Past,
new

Present and Future." This event
is brought to students by sev-

eral departments, including BC's
Islamic Civilizations
and Societies, The Clough Center
for the Study of Constitutional
Democracy, the College of Arts
and Sciences, the political science
department, Jewish studies, Arab
program on

Students Association, Al-Noor,
Coalition for Israel, Middle East
and Islamic Studies Student Association, and Hillel.
Guest speakers offer a great
way for students to squeeze all
that they can out of this once-ina-lifetime BC experience. Taking
advantage of these speakers gives
students a step-up by allowing
them to listen to people who are
successful enough to be asked
to speak at this institution and
clearly have something important to say and share, and these
free events are not going to be
nearly as accessible to us after
we graduate college. Whether it is
in association with the academic
departments, or with other BC
clubs and organizations, there are
many opportunities to see guest
speakers. Every student should
try to take advantage of these
lecture opportunities while they
still can.*

he says that the result is incredibly
rewarding. "This may sound pious
but it's true, for me, it's very prayerful because I'm writing theology," he
says. "And that's kind of touching.
I never thought of that."
Though Morrill says that he has
"nothing but gratitude" for his time
spent at BC, students are equally
as grateful that they have such a
worldly, spiritual professor with
whom to converse and from whom
they can learn, not only about theology, but about life. \u25a0
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Life, love,

Look Who's

and cookies

Talking

Jacquelyn Herder
I spent my FViday night with my
friends we were dancing, talking,
hanging out with one another. We
stayed out until the wee hours of the
morning. Sounds pretty good, right? A
good nightby many standards. By the
way, I was in the Plex.
I was among the masses who turned
out for Boston College's Relay for Life,
and it was truly one of the best things
that I have done since being here at BC.
The whole staying up all night thing
anyone who
was a little daunting
knows me will tell you that long nights
are not my thing. However, despite battling exhaustion for the next couple of
days, the experience of being with people who cared, people who have been
touched by cancer, and people who just
wanted to help, was truly extraordinary
and uplifting.
The entire night was focused on a
celebration oflife and honoring people
who have been afflicted with the disease, rather than the sadness and the
pain that comes along with a cancer
diagnosis. There were tears, of course
(from yours truly), but there was also an
overwhelming sense of hope and happiness. Life was celebrated in many different ways, such as with dance performances, ice cream eating contests, and
the constant activity of people walking around the track throughout the
night. There was movement and noise,
and people didn't take a break once
throughout the 12 hours that we were
there. As a friend of mine put it, there
was incredibly good energy that seemed
to fill the building to the rafters.
The edges of the track were lined
with different stations to educate
people about cancer. At one table, you
could pick a statistic to try and answer,
and received a cookie for your efforts.
I liked that table. A lot. Another table
had one of those little mirror and light
contraptions that allows you to see the
sun damage on your face and whatever other body parts you manage to
squeeze into the frame. Not going to
he, but that was a little bit on the scary
side. Apparently, my diligent sunscreen
use wasn't so diligent. Oops.
The most touching part of the night
was, for me, the luminary ceremony. I
never thought that the Plex could be
considered beautiful, but, for a little
bit on FViday night, it was the loveliest place on campus. The entire track
was lined with luminaries on which
were written the names of loved ones
who were affected by cancer, and each
person was handed a glow stick, which
they cracked and went to stand on the
track when the person they were honoring was announced. It was touching,
emotional, and truly incredible to see.
One of the members of the Dynamics
(their performance was fabulous, by
the way) put it best when she said that
no one truly lost to cancer everyone
who has fought bravely against this
disease is a,winner, regardless of the
outcome. It goes without saying that
this ceremony found me sniffling away,
trying to delicately wipe my tears only
to turn around and look at my equally
teary friends. Thank goodness for the
tissues I brought instant sniffle station for all!
My mom's cancer diagnosis was one
of the hardest things I have ever had
to deal with, but the love, dedication,
and passion that was found in the Plex
on FViday night was all at once comforting, happy, and strong. If you have
yet to participate in a Relay for Life,
you should. You don't need to stay the
whole night, but stopping by, showing
your support, and participating in some
of the fun things that they have going
on will not be a decision you will regret
(A blindfolded ice cream eating contest
isn't something you want to miss out on
witnessing. Trust me on that one.)
I am so very happy that I decided to
participate in this event, and most definitely plan on doing it again next year.
Support your friends, do it for someone
you love, or just come by for some fun. I
hope to see you out there with me.

v
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Last week, the Boston College community was lucky enough to host professor
Robert McChesney, who gave a lecture on
"The Life and Death of American Journalism." Although the talk was a synopsis
of his new book, McChesney thoroughly
addressed current issues with American

journalism and its interesting downfall.
Unfortunately, questions were cut short as

hehad another speechat Harvardlater that
night due, to his popularity as a speaker.
Although 7:30 p.m. on a Tuesday may not
be the most convenient time for students
! after a day oflectures, most students in
tendance agreed that it wai worth it. It can
be difficult for students to find that second
wind to go to yet another lecture just for
the fun of it, but students may just be doing
themselves a disservice if they areSjssins'

See Lectures, B9

Eagle Dates
By Chantal Cabrera
Heights Staff

herderj@bcheights.com.

This week's Eagle Daters were Olivia Casares, CSOM'I2, and Michael Shea, CSOM'II.
They went to Trattoria Toscana.
<NMe On the way to the date,-1 was hoping that it
wouldn't be awkward, i started thinking what kind of
guy signed up for this. Is he really strange? Or did he do
this as a joke with his friends? I wanted to find out what
kind of guy he was.
Mfchaat: First off, I couldn't figure out how the hell to
get there. It was the hardest place to get to. It was like
aloto 15 minute walk off the T stop. It was freezing so
when I got there I was so happy. I got there late and I
got there first so she got there even later. It was a small
restaurant, so that made things interesting.
CMMk I walked in, and he was already there. It's a small
restaurant, and he was sitting by himself. When I walked
in, he looked at me so I figured it was him. It was kind of
weird at first because I went in to shake his hand, and
he was about to give me a hug so we did the awkward
shake-hand-hug thing, but we laughed about it later.
Mktuwi; I was sitting in the restaurant, and there were
about four other people in there and so when she walked
in I was like, 'Well I guess this is Olivia.' I went in for
a handshake and she went in for a hug that was the
only part of the date that was awkward, the rest of the
date was smooth.
-

GttvU: We talked about where we were from

(he's from
California, and I'm from New York). We started talking
about famous people, what kind of music we liked, and
the Grammy's.

INSIDE FEATURES

THIS ISSUE

Michael: We both love Lady Gaga. We were both pissed
that Taylor Swift won Album of the Year and she lost.
Although, she liked Miley Cyrus better than Lady Gaga,
and I liked Lady Gaga. Her dad lives in Cancun, which was
really cool. She was fascinated by the fact that I was from
L.A. and asked me if I ever ran into any celebrities.

OHvta: We talked about study abroad and junior year
housing. He's a junior so a lot of his friends are abroad.
We talked about our expectations for the date and how
it was kind of weird. We talked about the awkward
handshake / hug. He told me he searched my name in
the Eagledate group on Facebook and looked for all the
Olivias. He found one that he knew and was skeptical
because he wasn't thrilled about hanging out with her.
We also found that we had mutual friends, which was
nice.
Mldmt; She was talking about housing next year and she
was considering two places (either a large party house
or a small quiet place): I told her to choose the small,
quieterplace -1 told her she wouldn't want to wake up
to a dump every morning.

OhteWe left the restaurant, and we both walked back

to the T together and took it back to campus. He got off
in his house off campus, and took it back to campus.
don't really remember how we said goodbye I'm not
sure if we hugged or shook hands. It was one of those,
'nice to meet you, we should do this again sometime.'

I

I

...

Mfchavt: We took the T back together, I gave her a nice
hug, and we said we'd hang out.

Mtdwnb I would give it a 4. It was a good match. We both
liked Lady Gaga and got along really well the conversa-

tion always flowed.

OtMK I would

rate the date a 4. If I were to see him
again that's great, but if I weren't to see him again
that's fine too.

Mlchd»l: I'd

give the date a 4. The ravioli was bomb!
She's a really nice person, and I think she'd be fun to
hang out with in the future.

(SMKI would probably recommend a restaurant closer
to campus. I was getting kind of anxious on the way there.
I was lucky that it wasn't an awkward date and it wasn't
an awkward T ride back.

Interested in going
on an Eagle Date?
Contact Chantal at
cabrerac@bc.edu for
more information.

OHviK I would rate the match a 3 or a 4. We had tons
of stuff to talk about, it wasn't awkward, but there was
nothing there.

The World Record
Learn from follow students studying abroad. This week read about experiences in London,
England
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Jacquelyn Herder is the Features Editor for
The Heights. She welcomes comments at
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up the opportunity to hear such intelligent around BC's campus. But let's be honest
here, who has time to really stop, read,
and successful guest speakers.
Several departments, such as the comand absorb the information on those flyers
munication, psychology, and all Carroll while rushing to class or trying to beat the
School of Management departments, send food lines? One way to view what is hapout "Major Mail" with e-mail reminders to
pening weekly on campus is to log on to
students about upcoming guest speakers www.events.bc.edu.
sS*«tlsß*B§
pertaining to their field. Many professors
Dan Stefanis, CSOM 11, shares his
offer extra credit to students in particuexperience with guest speakers at BC. "I
lar classes for attending these events, as saw Noam Chomsky last year, and it was
Bonnie Jefferson does for students in her so packed," he says. "Being off campus
Rhetorical Tradition class. Most of the has definitely impacted me viewing guest
time, this is the prime way to gain student speakers just because ofthe little extfa inattendance at these functions. Many stuconvenience ofhaving to go-hack to campus
dents,however, simply do not know about after being there all day especially this
these events, when the speakers are comyear as a junior, interviews for internships
ing, where the lectures are held, and at
info sessions for other things taking up
what time: In addition to e-mails, flyers fcare time. I also saw Kal Perm from Harold
are often posted around campus promoting Bid Kumar when he was campaigning for
the lectures. Sometimes you can find them Huma in fall 2008.1probably don't go to
in the O'Neill stairway, in Corcoran Comas many as Ishould but always get a lot out
mons. or on random eorkboards scattered
of it every time I go."
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