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Attendance cited in
postponement of
State of the Heights
By

Michael Caprio

News Editor

Balancing student accomodations and high rent and taxrates for local residents remains an issue for city council and University officials alike.

On ordinance, ResLife stays neutral
By Rebecca Kailus
Heights Staff

During the fall and early spring every year, many Boston
College sophomores embark on a mission to find housing
off campus. However, this has become more difficult due
to a Boston city ordinance that restricts the number of
undergraduate students living in one apartment.
Termed the "No-More-Than-Four" policy, the ordinance was
unanimously approvedby the Boston City Council in March of
2008. It restricts the number of unrelated undergraduate students who are allowed share an apartmentto a maximum offour.
Students found to be in violation of this ordinance are subject
to eviction by the Inspectional Services Department (ISD) of
Boston, and the property owners are subject to fines.
Amy Derjue, communications director for City Council
President Michael Ross, said that the law was created to protect
the young working couples and seniors living in the area. "It
was created because Mike represents a student-dense area," she
said. "There are a lot of college students, and what he was seeing
was because landlords were bringing so many students, it was
raising the property valuesfive, six, seven times. The landlords
were making more money, but pricing out young professional
couples and seniors that used to five there."
?
The previous market also raised more than local rents, Derjue said. "It also made taxes higher,kicking young professional
couples and seniors out of the community," she said. "We want
students who graduate here to be able to stay here."
For Ross' office, the balancing act between appealing to the

extensive student population and local residents can be a difficult one, Derjue said. "Mike is very pro-student. They bring
vitality to an area. We want college students in our town, but
his goal is to have them stay here after they graduate."
In the past twenty years, Boston has lost six percent of the
20-32 age group because of high rents, Derjue said, while the
national average is a four percent loss. "We want the public to
know this is a pro-Boston policy. We don't want people moving
because housing is cheaper."
However, for Reslife officials at BC, this ordinance has posed
various problems. Judith Robinson, assistant dean in the Office
of the Dean for Student Development (ODSD), stated that this
ordinance has affected more students this year than last year.
Students who signed a lease prior to March 2008 were exempt
from the provisions of the law. "Ifthe student signed their leases
in 2007, and it was for the 2008-2009 academic year, they were
grandfathered last year," Robinson said. "It absolutely affects
more students this year than in the past."
For this reason, educating the student body has become a
priority for university administrators. "We send an electronic
newsletter, but we always send information to sophomores
via e-mail and to the parents and guardians of sophomores,
Robinson said. "We also hand out flyers from the city [on the
ordinance].
Henry Humphreys, director of the Office of Residential
Life, agreed on the importance of educating students on
this ordinance. "As part of the information sessions at the
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Assoc. News Editor
should be to strive towards "disciplinary
This past week, the Center for Student excellence," Garza said. However, faculty
Formation at Boston College appointed and administrators have become sensiBurton Howell and Katherine O'Dair tive to trends featuring the expansion
associate directors, representing a major of studies across multiple disciplines. It
step forward for the center, said Jenwas with this in mind that the ILA and
nie Purnell, who was appointed as the the Center for Student Formation were
center's director in January 2009.
launched.
Howell, who cur"If you go back
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within the Office of
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The Center for Student Formation
"Our objective now is to develop a
strategic plan for student formation, to links several University offices, including
be able to look at what we want to be the offices of Academic Affairs, Mission
doing over the next five to seven years," and Ministry, and Student Affairs. The
Purnellsaid. "Part of that process will be collaboration between the three offices
looking at what BC is doing now and how is crucial in supporting the center's primary objective of student formation,
we can make better connections between
which Purnell defined as "integrated
programs."
The formation of the Center for learning learning that integrates intelStudent'Formation, in addition to the lectual, social, spiritual, and personal
recently-constituted Institute for Libgrowth."
eral Arts (ILA), reflects the University's
Purnell said that the center is looking
to fill a void between various departments
commitment to expanding interdisciplinary studies within the liberal arts, said
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The forum, meant for administrators to
address key BC issues, will be at a later date.
this point, he said, is mostly logistic. "It's
going to largely depend on scheduling and
seeing that everyone who you need there
is available."
While the structure of the event
has remained constant throughout the
past three years, the subject matter has
changed since 2007, as the University has
been confronted by not only an economic
recession but also a capital campaign and
admissions concerns. At last year's event,
which featured Leahy, Vice President for
Student Affairs Patrick Rombalski, Donald Hafner, vice provost for undergraduate academic affairs, and Executive Vice
President Patrick J. Keating, the focus of
the night was the 2008-2009 recession
and the future of the IMP.
In his address to the student body
last year, Leahy said that because the
University's finances were affected by
the recession, BC would have to begin
considering adjustments to its budget.
"Recently, there has been a general deterioration of theworld economy," Leahy
said in his address. "Obviously we have
been affected."

\u25a0

See Housing, A3

Center seeks to
expand arts in 2010

INSIDE

This year, the annual State of The
Heights event has been postponed to a
later date, pending further planning on
behalf of the Undergraduate Government
of Boston College (UGBC).
The event, which features administrators responding to student queries, has
seen a decline in attendance over the past
few years, said Al Dea, UGBC president
and CSOMIO. "We want to spend a little
more time thinking about it," Dea said.
"It has kind of dwindled over the years,
and we want to make sure students take
advantage of it."
The program was originally scheduled
to take place Wednesday, Jan. 27. While
the UGBC has yet to announce a reschedule date, the upcoming event will
take into account student involvement
and concerns, Dea said. "We want to
make sure we have a game plan. We want
to think about what people will come
away with."
This year would mark the fourth annual address by administrators in this
forum. The first was in 2007 and featuring Executive Vice President Patrick
Keating; Cutberto Garza, provost and
dean of faculties; then Vice President of
Student Affairs Cheryl Presley; and Kelli
Armstrong, associate vice president of
institutional research. While University
President Rev. William P. Leahy, S.J.,
was absent for the event's debut in 2007,
he has been a cornerstone panelist in the
previous two years, addressing issues
concerning the Institutional MasterPlan
(IMP), among other student concerns.
In a recent UGBC.org poll that asked
visitors who they would most like to see at
this year's State of The Heights address,
Leahy was an especially popular choice
among students, Dea said. The issue at

The unofficial BC Outdoors Club is currently in the process of attaining University recognition

Outdoor enthusiasts
fight for recognition
By Taylour Kumpf

Asst. News Editor
After recognizing a need for an outdoors group on campus, Ashley Schneider, A&S '12, and fellow like-minded
Boston College students, are taking the
necessary steps to make such a group a
reality.

Schneider, co-founder of the BC Outdoors Club, was the first to look into the
logistics of starting the organization. "I
initially went to the Office of the Dean
for Student Development (ODSD) and
talked directly to Dean Zovko," she said.
"She told me that at least one person
every week has requested an outdoors
club for about the last 20 years and she
really didn't see this type of club starting
any time soon."
Realizing the extent of what she was
attempting to do, Schneider sought
support. "I started a Facebook group
that now has around 500 members." By
means of this Facebook page, Schneider
told fellow students, "This won't happen
unless you guys want to do it."
The Facebook group also put her in
contact with Benjamin Key, A&S 11, who
said he wanted to be more involved in get-

ting the club recognized. "Ben contacted
me, and now the two of us are approaching this together," Schneider said. "He

has done externalresearch that has been
helpful to our cause."
Many schools in the Boston area, including Boston University, Harvard, and
MIT, have outdoors clubs, along with
many other Division I sports schools.
Prospective students take this into consideration when deciding on a school,
Schneider said. "We want to provide that
outdoor community that people don't see
when they come to BC on visits. [The
club] would give BC more of that wellroundedness; it would be a whole other
facet for education."
As part of the process for getting a
club approved, Schneider and Key have
held several meetings with the administration. "From what I understand, [the
administration] is presented with groups
that are immediately necessary to the
BC community, and the school doesn't
really accept that many clubs to.begin
with," Schneider said. "They are verycautious about a group like this, but we
want to make it very clear that we mean

See Outdoors, A3

TopFive
things to do

Monday, February 1, 2010

Heights

on campus this week

Death and life of Journalism

58th annual Beanpot
Today

ITime:

The

5 p.m.
Location: TD Garden

The BC men's ice hockey team takes on Harvard University in the opening match of this
year's Beanpot Tournament. BC
last won the Beanpot in 2008.

2

Tuesday

Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Fulton 511'

Robert W.McChesney
of the University of Illinois willdiscuss the current crisis in
American journalism and his
ideas for a solution.

Black History Month dinner

3

28th MLK Awards Banquet

Agape Latte: Kerrl Cronin

Tuesday
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Gasson 100

Julianne Malveaux,
president of Bennett College
for Women, will be featured at
the second annual Black History
Month opening dinner.

4

Tuesday

Wednesday

Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Hillside Cafe

?J|

Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location:' The Rat

Setti Warren, mayor of
Newton and BC '93 is the keynote speaker of the 28th annual
Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial
Committee Awards Banquet.

Kerry Cronin, professor of philosophy, will discuss
dating, faith, and spirituality
in the first Agape Latte of the

semester.

In the News

FEATURED ON CAMPUS

Energy conservation goes green

FOUR DAY
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(NACUBO) found that college endowments declined
by an average of 23 percent from 2008 to 2009, according to a report by the Chronicle of Higher Education.
However, NACUBO's president John D. Walda struck
an optimistic tone at a recent news conferencein New
York, saying, "The picture for endowments is a lot
cheerier than it was a year ago."
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College endowments experience
worst drop in 40 years, study finds
An endowment study sponsored by the National Association of College and University Business Officers
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Local News
State unemployment rate climbs
to 9.1 percent for December
Unemployment rates in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts increased from November to December,
according to a report released by Governor Deval
Patrick's office Tuesday. The rate climbed from 8.3
percent to 9.1 percent, as calculated by the Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development
of Massachusetts. The seasonally adjusted jobs
estimate for December showed that over 8,400 jobs
were available across the Commonwealth.

University Vice President Rev. William B. Neenan, S.J., is featured in a new series of "Got Green?" promotions.
By Taylour Kumpf

Asst. News Editor

the Office of Sustainability and
Energy Management, is responsible for the "Get Green" campaign.

Energy conservation, an im"We're grateful that he's willportant aspect of the ongoing
ing to lead off what we hope will
sustainability efforts at Boston
be a series that catches attention
College, is again in the spotlight
as winter temperatures worsen.
and conveys the key message that
energy conservation is important,
BC is launching a new phase
of the "Get Green" campaign,
for everyone," Dunn said.
which was first introduced in
The "Got Green?" campaign
will stress that saving energy is
February 2009, in order to remind students of the need for
quick and easy, and that a decontinued observance, and they
crease in usage can result from
are doing it with the help of some
individuals making a few small
familiar faces.
changes to their daily habits.
A number of notable campus
The series hopes to build on
figures have been featured in "Got previous conservation successes
experienced by the University.
Green?" green-mustache ads, a
play on the popular "Got Milk?" BC has realized a seven perseries. The greencent decrease in
mustached porenergy consumption
traits, which came
including
The "Got Green?"
out this month
a drop in electricand will continue
campaign will stress ity usage alone of
through 2010, are
nearly 4.5 million
that saving energy is kilowatt hours
accompanied by
quick and easy, and
energy conservasince starting
tion tips.
the campaign last
that a decrease in
University Vice
February.
President Rev. usage can result
BC students
individuals making a have welcomed
William B. Neenan, S.J., agreed to
small changes to the administration's challenge.
help jump start
daily habits.
their
the new series by
"Some residence
halls cut their use
lending "an upper
of electricity by
lip" to the cause.
"Fr. Neenan is one of the most
nine percent," said Deirdre Manbeloved figures on campus, and ning, director of sustainability
one of the most recognizable,"
and energy management.
said University Spokesman Jack
A multitude of students have
Dunn whose office, in affiliation gotten involved in the campaign.
with the conservation efforts of
Members of the graphics and
-

-

from

few

photography department within
BC's Media Technology Services designed the ''Got Green?"
posters and "Lights Out" cards.
This year's residence hall energy
conservation contest and the new
Ecoßeps program are also being
embraced by students.

Administrators still think
more can be done to meet the
dual goals of conserving the

earth's resources and reducing
BC's costly utility bills.
"The University has completed a number of lighting and mechanical retrofits on campus during the summer and fall months,
and is continuing a successful
retro-commissioning program of
buildings on campus," Manning
said. "The mechanical retrofit
of motors with variable speed
drives, overseen by Erie Tosi of
the HVAC shop, is expected to
conserve 850,000 kilowatt hours
annually.

"To assist in monitoring consumption, Facilities Management
has introduced a computerbased gauge that will measure the
real-time use of energy on main
campus, indicating whether use
is rising or falling," Manning said.
"The 'energy orb' changes colors
every 60 seconds to show how
much electricity is being used.
"Turning off unnecessary
lights and equipment throughout
the day, especially at the end of
the work day or when you go to
sleepat night, can help make the
orb, BC, and the environment
greener." she said. \u25a0

On Campus
CSOM graduate program ranked
among top fifty worldwide
In a recent ranking compiled by the Financial Times,
the CarrollSchool of Management's MBA program
moved up to join a select group of the world's top 50

programs; it also placed within the top 25 programs
in the United States. "[The results of this year's
ranking] speak to excellent research conducted by
our faculty and the Carroll School's dedication to
continually strengthening the cornerstone of our
graduate management programs," Dean of CSOM
Andrew Boynton said of the MBA program.
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News Tips
Have a news tip

or a good idea
for a story? Call Michael Caprio,
News Editor, at (617) 552-0172, or
e-mail news@bcheights.com. For
future events, e-mail, fax, or mail
a detailed description of the event
and contact information to the
News Desk.

Sports Scores
Want to report the results of

a

game? Call Zach Wielgus, Sports
Editor, at (617) 552-0189, or e-mail
sports@bcheights.com.

Arts Events
The Heights covers a multitude of
events both on and off campus including concerts, movies, theatrical
-

performances, and more. Call Kris-

National
Obama administration: location of
Sept. 11 trial yet to be determined
A top presidential adviser
WASHINGTON (AP)
says the Obama administration hasn't decided where
it will try professed Sept. 11 mastermind Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed and other suspected terrorists.
The administration said late last year thatMohammed
and other conspirators would go on trial in a federal
civilian court in New York City. But that plan has run
into resistance now from city officials over costs and
security measures. White House aide David Axelrod
says the administration must take into consideration
such local opposition.
?

ten House, Arts andReview Editor,
at (617) 552-0515, or e-mail review®
bcheights.com. For future events,
e-mail, fax, or mail a detailed description of the event and contact
information to the Arts Desk.

Clarifications / Corrections
The Heights strives to provide its
readers with complete, accurate,
and balanced information. If you
believe we have made a reporting error, have information thatrequires a
clarification or correction, or questions about The Heights standards
and practices, you may contact
Matthew DeLuca, Editor-in-Chief,
at (617) 552-2223, or e-mail editor®

bcheights.com.
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Police Blotter
Tuesday, Jan. 26
12:40 p.m. A report was filed regarding
a residential director in Walsh Hall who
turned over several stolen street signs.
The signs will be returned to the City of
-

Boston.

7:06 p.m. A report was filed regarding a
fire alarm activation in the Mods. The cause
of the alarm was due to bad cooking.
-

11:47 p.m. A report was filed regarding the
confiscation of drug paraphernalia from
Walsh Hall. A report will be forwarded to
the ODSD for review.

-

1/29/10
9:20 p.m. A report was filed regarding a
fire alarm activation in Medeiros Hall. The
cause of the alarm was unfounded.
-

9:30 p.m. A report was filed regarding a
tire alarm activation in the Mods. The cause
of the alarm was due to bad cooking.
-

9:39 p.m. A report was filed regarding a
party who was observed providing alcohol
to minors in Hardey / Gushing. Criminal
charges will be filed.
-

-

Wednesday, Jan. 27
12:49 a.m.

A report was filed regarding
an injured party who was struck by a motor
vehicle off-campus. The party was transported to a medical facility by ambulance.
It was reported that the injuries were not
life-threatening.
-

Thursday, Jan. 28
7:06 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 29
1:03 a.m. - A report was filed regarding an
intoxicated party of legal age off-campus.
The party was transported to their residence and placed in the custody of a sober
adult party.

Voices from the Dustbowl
"Is there any new club that you would
like to see on campus?"

w"Ahistlng

Advertising
The Heights is one of the most
effective ways to reach the BC

community. To submit a classified, display, or online advertisement, call our advertising office at
(617) 552-2220 Monday through
Friday.

a capelgrou."

1/26/10

To have The Heights delivered to
your home each week or to report
distribution problems on campus,
contact John O'Reilly, General
Manager at (617) 552-0547.

The Heights is produced by BC
undergraduates and is published
on Mondays and Thursdays during
the academic year by
The Heights, Inc.
(e) 2010. All rights reserved.

"A knitting club."
?Meg Showalter,
LSOE '13

4:42 a.m. A report was filed regarding
a party who was observed with a parking
permit that did not belong to them in the
Newton lots. The party was issued a citation for using a transferred permit without
authorization.

CORRECTIONS

-

:

Please send
corrections to

editor@bcheights.com
with 'correction'

A report was filed regarding an
injured party in Keyes North / South. The
party was transported by ambulance to a
-

medical facility.

?

Source: The Boston College
Police Department

?Alex Oilman,
A&S '11

in the subject line.

Monday, February 1, 2010

The Heights

3

A matter ResLife: BC takes no part in violations reports

ofreason

in housing

Sean Talia
Most students intending to live
off campus next year are probably quite aware of the infamous
"No More than Four" law that
the Boston City Council passed a
few years ago. The law has given
many people, including myself, a
headache in their search for offcampus housing.
It's no surprise that the law is
so unpopular among many of the
students I've spoken to about it.
The law, as indicated by its name,
prevents groups of more than four
undergraduate students from living in a single rental unit together,
for the stated purposes of preventing loud parties and driving down
escalating home prices. These are
admirable goals no doubt,but the
important question (the very same
one I raised last week in regards to
BC's core curriculum) at hand is,
how effective is this going to be?
Rom what I've gathered, it
seems that it will be much less so
than the Boston City Council is
hoping. I have met and know of
people who currently are living
off campus with more than four
students in their housing units
who have never been affected by
the law, partly because of the difficulty in enforcing it. Some people
have told me that their apartment
or house has never once been inspected to see how many students
live there.
For a wliile I intended on living
off campus with five other friends
of mine until a few parents voiced
their concern about the law and
the consequences ofbeing caught,
swiftly killing any plan we had to
five somewhere whefe we could
host parties on occasion.
Or did they? Would this
law prevent us, or any group of
students, from throwing a party,
were they torent out two smaller
apartments next to one another
in the same living complex? I find
it hard to imagine that it would.
Ifstudents want to be loud, chink,
and party, in all likelihood they
will do so. I don't see splitting a
group of eight students into two
groups offour having a significant
impact on the volume of their
voices or their speakers.
For those who opt not to split
up, it doesn't seem to be that
difficult to circumvent the law,
anyways. Often students and landlords get out of the predicament
imposed by the law by having four
students sign the lease, and then
having the rest sign on as sub-letters, shifting the responsibility
for the zoning violation from the
landlord to the students (This was,
in fact, an option suggested to me
when I was in the hunt for a place
to five).
How exactly is the city going
to enforce the ordinance in these
circumstances? I suppose one
way would be to hire inspectors
to go and search every residence
inhabited by undergraduate
students to ensure that more
than four students aren't living
there. Needless to say, tliis would
be highly unpractical and very
expensive.
Aside from the ability to
achieve its stated goals and the
ability to enforce it, is the law
really fair? Many students are
forced to five off-campus because
they aren't guaranteed four years
of housing by the University they
attend. It seems slightly uivjust
for students to be deprived of a
place to five on campus by their
school, only to have the city of
Boston dictating what is and
isn't acceptable in terms of living arrangements for them after
they've been effectively kicked off
campus.

The City Council is pleased
about what they tliink will happen as a result of this law, but I
tliink that it will be more disappointed by what is not going to
happen as a result of it. Truth
be told, however, no one can say
with much certainty exactly how
effective the law will prove tobe.
It's possible that the law will be a
great success, but it could also be
a miserable failure. We'll simply
have to wait a few years until the
evidence is in to know lor sure.
Sean. Talia is a columnist for The
Heights. He welcomes comments
at editor@bcheights.com

Housing from Al
,

off-campus housing fairs, the
Inspection Services come in
to speak to students. There
is also a link on the Web site,
and we send a letter home to
parents with the link to the city
of Boston's Web site. I want to
make sure students are aware
of the negative effect on them

if they moved in and weren't
aware of it," Humphreys said.
Despite ResLife's efforts to
educate students on the effects
of violating this ordinance,
students are often misled by
realtors and property owners.
"A number of students are
told by some property owners
and realtors that they could
work around the zoning or-

dinance by only putting four
names on the lease and creating an unofficial sublease for
the other renters," Robinson
said. Even this year, Robinson said she has heard of
several groups of sophomores
that have negotiated such an
arrangement.
"I know of a handful of
sophomore students that just
signed leases, who were told
only to put four names on the
lease. This isn't all students or
all property owners, but they
are out there," Robinson said.
However, despite efforts to
evade city inspectors, apartments are still found with more
than four students residing in
them. "Inspectional Services
Department enforces it. The

ISD can get a call from neighbottom line is that our interest
bors. Also, the Council passed is our students. For the land
an ordinance where universiowners and realtors, the stuties have to go through their dents are not their top priority.
student directories, and if Is BC going to evict or turn you
they find five students living in in? It's not up to us, we don't
one address they
report it," Robhave to let these
"Is BC going to evict inson said.
students know
Last semester,
or turn you in? It's
about the ordiISD evicted sevnance. Colleges not up to us, we don't eral BC students
don't have to reas a result of this
report it'.'
port you but they
ordinance. Humhave to keep stuphreys was not
dents informed
Judith Robinson, certain about
of the law," said
Assistant Dean for
the number of
Derjue.
Student Development students, but did
Both Humsay that BC stuphreys and Robinson said BC
dents had been affected.
did not report students with
"I only know of two apartmore than four residing in an ments that Inspection Serapartment to the ISD. "The
vices were investigating. We
?

[residential office] were able
to provide the students with
housing. The landlords were
fined by the city of Boston,"

he said.
After a student is evicted,
finding housing during the
middle of a semester can be a
difficult feat.
Both Humphreys and Robinson strongly urge that if students find themselves in this
situation, they should come to
the Office or Residential Life.
"If it does happen, come talk
to us. We can't change the zoning ordinance, but we can help
them with resources, and the
off campus residential life can
help them relocate," Robinson
said. "Our goal is to protect the
students at BC." \u25a0

University lobbying efforts
demonstrate real results
By David Amstutz
Heights Senior Staff

Boston College has more than
doubled what it spends on lobbying in a bid to get a bigger share of
federal grant money for research,
including some of the controversial earmarks criticized in the
last election campaign by both
presidential candidates, to push
its plans for expansion through
city agencies, records show.
Yet, BC still trails neighboring universities in the amount of
money it gets from the federal
government with only $51 million in research grants per year.
Boston University, for instance,
receives almost five times that
amount.

Higher-education lobbying
has expanded tremendously in
the past 20 years, as universities
have looked for creative sources
of funding in an increasingly
competitive market.
"Schools lobby because
that's where the money is," said
James Savage, a professor at the
University of Virginia, who specializes in government budget
policy. "Look at
all of the sources
of funding that
are available for

that specializes in higher education and securing earmarks for
universities. The university paid
Brerman $179,000 over two years
and Cassidy $180,000 so far this
year, according to the Center for
Responsive Politics, a nonpartisan research group. .
Brennan also represents the
city of Boston itself, according
to the Brennan Group's Web site.
And, while the city approved the
Master Plan on June 18, after
four years of holdups from
Boston residents, the Boston
Redevelopment Authority, and
the Boston Zoning Commission,
Brennan continues to serve BC
as a consultant on the project,
said University Spokesman
Jack Dunn. Brennan declined
to comment.

Dunn said BC's work with
Brennan is for a "locally specific
task," which, since it is temporary, it has little connection to
the University's lobbying activity. Still, he said that the University has increased its lobbying in
the past two years.
BC now pays
Cassidy almost
as much as
In just the past two twice
it did two years
years, BC has started ago. From 1998
to receive significant to 2007, BC annually paid Cas-

and get much more money
from the government. Last year,
for example, BU paid Cassidy
$960,000 for federal lobbying,
while Harvard spent $720,000.
And from the $31.2 billion pot
that the federal government doled
out to universities and colleges
that year, Harvard and BU won
$383 million and $235 million
respectively, far more than BC.
Thomas Keady, vice president
of governmental and community
relations, would not comment
for this story. Dumi declined to
speculate on why BC does not
spend as much money on lobbying as schools like BU and
Harvard. Savage, however, said
it isn't necessary for universities
to spend more money if they want
to increase their federal appropriations.
"You don't need to hire an
earmarking firm to walk into
Congress and say it needs help
with a project," he said. "Boston
College has a presence and the
delegation would respect that,
so I don't know why it needs to

bying

-

energy-related

sidy $100,000.

contract a lobbyist."
But, despite its connections,
BC still ranks low in winning
research grants. It was not listed
in the top 100 universities for the
amount offederal research-anddevelopment money granted last
year, according to a list published

earmarks

Last year, that

by the National Science Founda-

amount rose to

tion.

higher education:
tuition, state ap-

propriations if
you're a state
university, and endowment if
you're a private university. But
a huge source is the federal government. So when universities
look to the federal government
for things like research money,
they hire more lobbyists."
BC has hired two. In 2007,
the University hired the Brennan
Group, a Boston lobbying firm
headed by John A. Brennan, a
former state senator, to help
it win approval for its ambitious expansion plan, which
was opposed by many of the
University's neighbors. And for
more than a decade, BC has employed Cassidy and Associates, a
Washington, D.C., lobbying firm

$200,000.

The results
show. In just the past two years,
BC started to receive significant
energy-related earmarks. The BC
Institute for Integrated Sciences
received an earmark worth nearly
$2.4 million for a project this year
and $984,000 for one last year,
according to Citizens Against
Government Waste, which reports on and criticizes earmarks.
Dunn said the earmarks show the
University has benefited from its
lobbying.
"Our earmarks haveincreased
since we started paying Cassidy
more," he said.
But local competitors like
Harvard and BU spend significantly more than BC does on lob-

Students appeal
for organization

Savage said that BC might
increase the amount it spends
on lobbying just to keep up with

what has become

an arms race

and colleges.
"There's a contagious effect
where one school sees another
doing it and they copy them," he
said. "The university world has
changed. Ten, 15, 20 years ago,
you had a lot of schools that were
primarily four-year colleges with
some research activity reconstituting themselves as research
universities. But there are many
more schools that see themselves
engaged in research now." \u25a0
among universities

This article was reported for Jon
Marcus' Advanced Journalism
class.
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Dining Services, which has been working along with the Volunteer and Service
Learning Center (VSLC), held a point drive Sunday in BC's dining halls.

BC centralizes
Haiti aid efforts
By Ana T. Lopez
Heights Editor

Last Monday, the Boston College Volunteer and ServiceLearning
Center (VSLC) introduced the BC
community to a Web site slated to
act as a forum for relief efforts centered on the Haitian earthquake.
Because of the difficulty nonprofit organizations such as those
at BC face in setting up an account
of funds to donate to another non-

profit, student groups will continue
to make individual donations to the
organization of their choosing. "We
also didn't feel we should dictate
to student groups who they should
give their money to," Dan Ponsetto,
director of the VSLC, said. "The
core of that idea is, you work hard
and give us the money."
Instead of a site where students
can donate to a central fund, the
Web site will serve as a location
where students can learn more
about various fundraisers on campus, links to make personal donations, and research regarding the
effects of the quake. "We want it to
be a place for people to know what
is goingon," Ponsetto said. "So if a
group wants to have a benefit show
or concert, this is the place to list
it. A lot of times people just don't
know what is going on."

Tl^jrß

--7r?

Interested in
Journalism?

<|

lans

TIMES

\u25a0\u25a0rr,

~,..,

Group to form pending ODSD approval
Outdoors, from Al
to work with them. We are doing our best to make this group

official."
For Schneider, the desire to
form an outdoors club began
as a personal endeavor. "I've
always liked the outdoors, but
here I feel like I'm in this BC
bubble," she said. "You can go
into the city, but there's no green
space. I thought, what if I got a
group together to get away from
school-related stress and what
suburbia has to offer."
With the large number of
students that have expressed
their interest, however, it has
become something greater than
herself.
"A lot of people at BC come
from doing sports in high school,
and they don't know how to
continue that here," Sophie
Moradian, A&SI2, said. "[The
outdoors club] will offer that
athletic, yet noncompetitive
atmosphere."

For students like Dana Hogan, CSOM'I2, the group offers
a reconnection to recreational
activities not immediately available in Boston. "It was a lack of
the things I would be interested
in that drew me to the club,"
she said. "I miss recreational
activities, and students can't
do these things on their own
because of the cost and need for
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First Responder Certified,
and that's only the beginning."
Until then, she said, the club
will exist in its concept if not by
its name. "We are not an unofficial club of any sort; we are a
group ofpeople, with a common
interest, trying to start an official club." \u25a0
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as a University."

The VSLC encourages creativity on the part of students for this
cause and is even willing to aid
in fostering and directing interest. "We certainly can provide
guidance to students," Ponsetto
said. \u25a0
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Spring Break comes to life-

Live Concerts
Awesome VIP Parties
Beautiful Beaches
Scenic Cliff Jumping
Spectacular Sunsets
Book Your Trip Today! Contact:
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transportation."
Besides working to get the
club approved, though, there
are other obstacles Schneider
is handling. "[The club itself] is
a big risk and there are a lot of
liability issues," she said. "For
example, to lead these type of
activities you need to be Wilder-

There are three specific goals
that the University wants to achieve
through the Web site, Ponsetto said.
The first two of these goals pertain
to visibility for fundraising efforts,
but the third is in reference to research. "That aspect is something
that is going to be developed as time
goes on," Ponsetto said.
To aid in developing the Web
site, Ponsetto is organizing a group
of advisors including administrators
and students. "We have who is, I believe, the only Haitian faculty member in the group," Ponsetto said.
"The group will be an advisory for
what we will do as a University."
Ponsetto also said that there
would be no specific fundraising
goal set for the community. "I
asked the committee if we should
have a goal amount and there were
no strong opinions either way," he
said. "No one was strongly against
the idea but we decided we would
wait and see what we could raise.
Even without a goal amount, we
should report how much we raise

1.800.648.4849
www.sfstravel.tom
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New initiatives encourage grants, development
Liberal Arts, from Al
disciplines that essentially
address the same issues or social
or

questions.
"One ofthe initiatives that we're
looking at is learning communities
that would combine courses in a
couple of different disciplines that
treat the same issues say, sustainability or other big social questions,"
-

Purnell said.
The ILA also arose out of the
Strategic Plan as a means of encouraging interdisciplinary work at BC.
Mary Crane, director ofthe institute, said that she hopes to connect
various faculties that may already be
engaged in similar studies and are
not aware of the overlap.
"One thing the ILA can do is
bring people together around campus
and make connections," Crane said.
"Interdisciplinary groups offaculty
will come up with great ideas."
Crane said that the ILA is still
very much a work in progress. The
University is in the process ofrenovating a house on the corner of
Beacon Street and Stone Avenue
for eventual use by the institute.
"It's been a gradual thing," Crane
said. "We just instituted a board
this fall."
In the interim, the ILAhas funded various faculty projects, including
the University-wide commemoration
ofthe 20th anniversary ofthe fall of

the Berlin Wall this past autumn. In
addition, the ILA will be collaborating with the McMullcn Museum of
Art and its "Asian Journeys" exhibit
this spring, promoting speakers and
eventsin association with the opening of the exhibit.
By distributing grants to various

academic departments of either
$25,000 or $5,000, the ILA hopes to
facilitate an increase in the amount
of relevant guest speakers at the
University.

Inaddition, Crane said she hopes
to be able to coordinate the dates
of speakers to ideally overlap with

specific curricula.
"We really tiy to integrate some of
these tilings with eoursework," Crane
said. "Ifit's someone thestudents are
reading that week, the students will
benefit more."
By formalizing the process
through which faculty can apply for
grants from the institute, Crane said
she hopes to gain abetter perspective
regarding the optimal way to spend
the ILA's endowment. She said that
the hope is to institute a system of
reporting on ILA-sponsored events
in order to evaluate future opportunities and search for more efficient
ways to expand on the institute's

work.,
"It's going to be a couple ofyears
before people can really be aware of
what has the ILA done," Crane
said. \u25a0

The University's Institute for the Liberal Arts seeks to preserve the liberal arts as BC expands in the coming years through the InstitutionalMaster Plan (IMP).

Haitian relief finds a base
in student involvement
While BC does not offer service trips to Haiti, students have taken
intiative, contributing to financial and support efforts on campus
By Kendall Bitonte
For The Heights

munity and "men and women
for others," University students should make efforts
to help the Haitian people,
Hermann said. "We have a
responsibility to remember,"
he said. "Take action and
contribute. We must become
united in our compassion."

you can in any way

possible."

Dan Ponsetto, the director
of the Volunteer Service Learning Center (VSLC), said there is
a need for a collective response
on campus. "We need to bring
all
the. individual efforts
the goodwill, creativity and
energy
into group effective-

On Thursday night, the
pews of St. Ignatius were filled
with students and faculty
of Boston College as well as
members of the Chestnut Hill
community as they gathered
for the "Mass for Haiti and its
ness," he said.
There have
People," officiated by Univeralready been
"We need to be
sity President Rev. William P. several collec"Haiti, as we know, really thoughtLeahy, S.J. and homilist Rev.
ful about how to
tions on campus.
is the poorest country help right now,
Prank Herrmann, S.J.
Students are orIn his homily, Herrmann ganizing events
in the Western
for example, versaid he wished to deliver the independently
sus six months
hemisphere, and
message to "get through the
and through the
from now."
tragedy of the earthquake
general campus
they need help to
To accomplish
and find hope in the people Haiti Relief Efthis, the VSLC
recover
and
rebuild.
and their faith." Herrmann fort.
teamed up with
has been leading groups of BC
One such stu- So please support any the Undergradustudents to the small country dent is Morine organization
you can ate Government
since the early 1980s. Through
Cebert, CSON
of BC (UGBC)
the St. Boniface Haiti Foun'12, and a first in any way possible" to establish the
dation, he and the students generation HaiWeb site www.
spend time in hospitals, slums,
tian-American
bc.edu/offices/
Morine Cebert,
and schools assisting curliving in the
vpsa/haiti.html
CSON 12
rent relief efforts. BC has not
United States.
as a virtual
experienced such a trip in Her parents
headquartersfor
recent years, however, due to
came to the United States
relief assistance.
the country's designation as about 30 years ago, and she
The three goals of the Web
"unsafe" by the United States still has family living in Haiti.
site, Ponsetto said, are to be
government.
While Cebert has never been a resource for the community,
"Haiti is truly captivating.
to Haiti, she was raised in a
to communicate events that
It is a mystery how the people traditional Haitian household. support the relief effort, and
who live very hard lives have She said,
to be a source of education
such a beautiful spirit and still
"To- see the images on the on Haiti.
manage to smile," Herrmann
news that show the destruction
In addition to student efsaid, recalling his previous breaks my heart, especially forts on campus, dining serexpeditions.
knowing that I vices sponsored a point drive
During his
will never have Sunday, collecting student
homily, Herthe chance to donations in McElroj' and
rmann suppleStudents are
see the beautiful
Corcoran Commons and in
mented his oraorganizing events palace that now Stuart Dining Hall with the
tion with quotes
goal of raising $.5,000 dollars.
lies in ruins."
pulled from the independently and
With ReynalDining services will be joining
diaries of stuthrough the general do Sylla, CSOM with the VSLC in sponsoring
dents who at12 and also a further fundraising efforts.
campus
Haiti
tended the Haiti
first generation
The Web site will be upservice trips.
Haitian-Ameridated often with scheduled
"Haiti was pain
can, she orgaprojects. Within the next few
and joy, death
nized a clothing weeks, there will be a panel
and resurrection,
drive with the West. End House discussion as well as a Student
heaven and hell, all intricately
of Boston. "We found it esVariety Show and other events.
twisted together," one student sential that we both give back Currently, there is no student
wroie.
to the country we derive not
service trip planned to Haiti.
"Many students who travonly our family, but also our "There is clearly an interest in
eled with me have returned to language and customs we have a trip to Haiti among the stuHaiti," Herrmann said. "Being grown up to know and love," dents and the alumni; however,
there is a formative experiCebert said.
it is not the right time now,"
ence; it changes the way you
"Haiti, as we know, is the Ponsetto said. There is, howsee life and puts into perspecpoorest country in the western
ever, an opportunity to contive what is truly valuable and hemisphere, and they need tribute here on campus. "We
what is frivolous."
help to recover and rebuild. So
can take this chance to grow in
As members of the BC complease support any organization our capacity to respond." \u25a0
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"I encourage my students to apply to afinancial safety school that they
know they will be able to afford, but otherwise to not be limited by cost"
Shawn Ahern,
Director of Guidance, Boston College High School
?

Financial aid remains a topic
of concern for most freshmen
By Lisa Piccirillo
For The Heights

National studies show that
undergraduate students are
concerned about the financial
implications of secondary
education and that many are
choosing alternate paths after graduation because of the
economic times.

The Higher Education Research Institute (HERI) at the
University of California in Los
Angeles collected data from
about 400,000 full-time freshmen at nearly 700 two or fouryear colleges and universities.
Almost two-thirds of the freshmen reported
having concerns

student's first priority when
choosing a college," said Shawn
Ahern, director of guidance at
Boston College High School.
Ninety-nine percent of Boston
College High School students,
from all across the economic
spectrum, attend four-year
institutions after high school.
"Across the board, students
continue to apply to schools
they arc passionate about despite daunting tuition

num-

bers," Ahern said.
Tom Larson, a senior at BC
High, said, "My first priorities
in choosing schools were size,
location, and Jesuit ideals; I
feel that price will only become
a factor once I
am facing a final decision in

about paying for
According to the
April."
their education.
A record high of
"I encourage
Higher Education
my students to
four and a half
Research Institute, apply to a 'fipercent of incoming freshmen said
Boston College
nancial safety'
their fathers were
school that they
ranked among
unemployed, and
know they will
over 50 percent of
the top 20 most
be able to afford,
freshmen plan to expensive colleges
in but otherwise to
take out loans to
not be limited
the nation.
help pay for colby cost'," Ahern
said. "After filege. The New York
Times reported
nancial aid, the
that, "The recession and the sticker price is not typically the
resulting shortage of good jobs price [students] pay."
have spurred a jump in apBC High is not the only school
in the area with a college placeplications to law schools and
a growing interest in graduate
ment program that is ahead of
programs" for those hoping
the curve. Newton North High
to avoid the impoverished job
School, a local public school, has
market.
seen similar trends. Brad MacAccording to the lIERI, Gowan, Newton North's college
counselor, said, "My students
for the 2009-2010 year, Boston College ranked among the
wouldn't rule a school out based
top 20 most expensive colon 'sticker' price; they would
leges in the nation. However,
apply and go from there."
the number of applicants has
Boston College and most
not dropped as a result of the other schools in the top 100
high cost, but instead the class
most expensive universities
of 2013 saw an increase in appliprovide extensive financial aid
cants in comparison to previous
for families with demonstrated
years. The trend continued with
fiscal need, making even the
the class of 2014, whose number most costly schools as affordable
of applicants increased by over as cheaper schools with poor
600. If the economy is as large financial aid.
a factor as national surveys sugThe HERI survey showed that
gest, then why docs BC break
"being well off financially" was
the trend?
considered the most important
"Despite the troubling ecoobjective by college freshmen
nomic times, the 'sticker' price
over "raising a family," which
of college education is not my had five percent less votes. With

all the economic commotion,
it seems rational that students
would be compromising their
dreams for a salary, or changing
career plans to accommodate
wealth.
Janet Bates, associate director of career services, said she
believes otherwise.
"In the past two years there
has been a decrease in interest
in business and professional
careers," Bates said, "but students who are forced to take
a second look at their career
plans often feel liberated, rather
than trapped." In the past two
years there has been a marked
increase in the amount of students who have taken a few years
post graduation to go on service
trips, travel, or chase other
dreams while they wait for the
economy to recover. Other students, perhaps rethinking the
business career they had wanted
forfinancial reasons, feel free to
take a second look at a dream
they had set aside.
"There has been an increased
interest in graduate programs,
consistent with national reports, but I discourage students
from mindlessly getting more
schooling," Bates said. "Students who get another degree
but don't know why or what
they are going to do with it find
themselves, two years later, in
the exact same place, just with
more college debt. Students
after their undergraduate or
graduate study are at the best
point in their lives to be in the
current economy; with no mortgage, children, spouse, or other
large responsibilities, students
can choose new directions without limits."
The liberation caused by the
crash in the economy and many
people's long-term plans is not
confined to current students.
This past Thursday, Bates met
with an alumnus from the class
of 1981 who had recently been
laid off. "Instead of being upset, the man reported feeling
relieved; he felt he was finally
free from a job he.felt obligated
to take," Bates said. "He was
excited to find a career he really
loved." \u25a0
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Heights and see the whirl
Freshman Bored with school?

Don't simply stagnate in the classroom, jump into the intellectual waters of The Heights
The Heights Needs reporters, copy staffers, production people
The Heights Needs you if you can write, rewrite, catch flies, sweep the editors desk, or drink your
coffee
Why don't you come on down and see us some time? McElroy
113

black

Heights

COMMUNITY
EXPERIENCED LEADERSII Spend
the summer outdoors doing work
that keeps you physically active;
forge new friendships in a team
atmosphere; enjoy the pride and
satisfaction of gauging your progress
and seeing results. Every summer,
College Pro hires over 7,000 student
leaders. Guaranteed $585 per week
salary for working 40 hours! Hiring
Now! Call (888) 427-7672 ext. 423 or
e-mail jlandrebe@collegepro.com.
BABYSITTER NEEDED A family
residing in Chestnut Hill/BC area is
looking for responsible babysitter with
a car. We need a babysitter on two
afternoons (any 2 days of Monday
or Tuesday or Wednesday) to pick
up children (6 and 9 years old) from
a neighborhood school, drive them
home for a snack, and then drive them
to after-school activities. 6-7 hours
per week. Please send an email to

nashideti@yahoo.com

still have premium apartments in all
of the best locations.

SUMMER JOBS For Environmental Action! Earn $350-$550/week.
Work with Environmental Action on
a campaign to protect our forests.
Make a difference while earning
valuable campaign experience. Call
Marty at (617) 338-7882,
BECOME A JETBLUE CAMPUS
REP
HIRING FOR FALL. Run
events and create promotions on your
campus for Jetßlue Airways. Earn
great incentives and gain amazing
experience for your resume! Go to:
Repnation.com/Jetßlue to apply.

2 BEDROOOMS in 5 bedroom
apartment; Oak Square, Brighton,
rent both or one; driveway; porch;
walking distance to bus and bars;
$670/month
approx.
w/utilities;
May 1-August 31; Inquiries: e-mail

marisa.anthony@gmail.com.

-

OFF-CAMPUS
and
HOUSES
sublets! Still looking for that perfect junior year apartment??? Call
GREENLINE REALTY today! (617)
731-5434. Or just stop by to see us
at 1956 Beacon St. (next to City Side
in the heart of Cleveland Circle). We

Check us out online at Facebook,
Twitter (twitter.com/bcheights), or
the official Heights Web site
(www.bcheights.com) for breaking news and upcoming multimedia!

Questions, comments, suggestions
for The Heights?
Send an email to

editor@bcheights.com
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24 Corp. honcho
25 Natural spring
28 Making lots of
noise
33 Genealogist's
chart
34 No-treat
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Directions: The Sudoku is played over a 9x9 grid. In each row there are 9 slots,
some of which are empty and need to be filled.
Each row, column and 3x3 box should contain the numbers 1 to 9. You must
follow these rules:
\u25a0 Number can appear only once in each row
? Number can appear only once in each column
\u25a0 Number can appear only once in each 3x3 box
? The number should appear only once on row, column or area.
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By David W. Cromer

2 Romeo or Juliet,
marriagewise
3 Swiss city on the
Rhone
4 First part of an act
5 Plant with fronds
6 Designer Cassini
7 Ugandan dictator
8 Seles of tennis
9 Discuss
thoroughly
10 Often
11 La Brea stuff
12cprgiver,often
13 Hair styles
21 MIT, for one:
Abbr.
22 Berlin's land:
Abbr.
25 Porous organ
26 Brownish purple
27 Inquires
29 Tax-auditing org.
30 Keep after taxes
31 Davis who
played Thelma
32_-Magnon
35 Bonkers
36 Words before
instant or
emergency
DOWN
37 WWII invasion
1
Bill: legendary
city
38 Good bud
cowboy

I 161 4 I 11 I 7 1 II

7

premiere
23_-cardstud

35 Speech
impediment
39 Arises (from)
42 Till bills
43 Like draftbeer
451492 Atlantic
crasser
47 Start of a widearea police radio
alert
53 Artist Yoko
54 By way of
55 Athletic shoe's
turf grabber
57 Seating for extra
guests, maybe
Ye
64
club: singing
group
65 Decisive victory
66 Lower in esteem
67 Name on many
Irish coins
68 Far Eastern
detective played
byLorre
69 Texas Hold 'em,
e.g., and a hint to
this puzzle's
theme
70 Boys
71 British weapon of
WWII

THESAMOKMCF PyZZLES By Michael Mepham
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ACROSS
1 Cribbage pieces
5 Shaving gel
alternative
9 More than
disliked
14 Power co. product
15 "Tickle me" doll
16Texas mission to
remember
17 Volcano feature
18 Equestrian's
control
19 Organizes
alphabetically,say
20 Broadway
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Awards: Be the
Weirdest.
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40 Wire diameter
measure
41 NBC weekend
hit, briefly
44 One doing a
pirouette, e.g.
46 Brokerage cust.
48 It's nothing
49 Thingamajig
50 Security devices
51 Start again, as
after a computer
system crash

52 Military greeting
56 Wyoming's
Range
57 Firecracker cord
58 Hip bones
59 Socially inept type
60 Thousands, in a
heist
61 Maple syrup
base
62 'True Blood"
network
63 Acorn's destiny
_
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"See, Grandma?
It says cat!"
ftVatake

our

sight for granted...
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EDITORIALS

QUOTE OF THE DAY

State of the Heights

"Disappointment to a noble soul is what cold water is to burning metal; it
strengthens, tempers, intensifies, but never destroys it'.'
?

Eliza Tabor

THE ISSUE: Annual State of the Heights has been postponed
WHAT WE THINK: Students seem satisfied with administration
In the past, Boston College students
have argued that administrators were
distant and aloof. This year, the Undergraduate Government of BC (UGBC)
seems to be taking a different tact, arguing in their decision to postpone the
annual State of the Heights event that
University officials have become more
accessible since the event was started.
Sparse student attendance at the event,
at which students were given the opportunity to ask questions ofadministrators
and University President Rev. William P.
Leahy, S. J., likely did little to inspire the
event's continuation.
The students who have attended in
the past did not represent the average
student, whose interaction with the
administration is minimal at best. This
deficit in concern is not necessarily indicative of an apathetic student body,
but may, in fact, be interpreted as a sign
of a content one. This campus is full of
dynamic and conscientious students,
and if the administration wasn't performing the role expected of it, it would
be held accountable, not only in venues
like the State of the Heights. The silence
from the students may suggest that the
amount of accessibility to administrators
is enough to satisfy the vast majority of

undergraduates.
Despite this apparent stamp of approval from the campus, many continue
to verbalize complaints or even poke
fun at Leahy as being a somewhat absentee leader. It's true: The President
is rarely seen ambling around campus
with students or at major events such as
sports games, but that shouldn't elicit
and does not deservecriticism. Leahy's
major role is not limited to the campus
at Chestnut Hill, and his fundraising
efforts take him all over the country.
In this financially insecure period, his
focus on the fiscal aspects of his post is
responsible. It is because of thework he
continues to do that BC is on the rise.
We can thank Leahy for ensuring that
BC remains needblind in its acceptance
policies and that our endowment is not

shrinking radically.
However, therole of a figurehead, or a
visible and available leader on campus,
is not an unimportant one. Like a nation
needsa strong leader at the helm to look
to for guidance, so doesa community like
a university needa face to associate with
the sometimes aloof administration.
At BC, no one person fills this role, but
rather several upper level administra-

fulfill separate parts of the needs of
students. Vice President of Student Affairs Patrick Rombalski regularly holds
office hours during which he is available
to speakwith students and answer their
questions. The number of students who
take advantage of this opportunity can
be taken as another indicationofstudent
satisfaction with the current system. If
Rombalski isn't inundated with complaints during this time, students may
have only themselves to blame when a
policy that they do not like is passed.
One of the most visible campus figures, arguably, is Vice President Rev.
William Neenan, S.J. Neenan can be
seen all over campus, not only in the
recent "Got Green?" posters, but also
having lunch with students in a crowded
Eagle's Nest during the week and attending meetings of student groups
such as the Appalachia Volunteers. His
approachable demeanor and availability fulfill the role of outreach from the
administration's standpoint. He seeks
out students who otherwise might not
take the initiative to come to an adtors

ministrator.
Together, Leahy, Neenan, Rombalski, and other administrators cover
all the bases of leadership. Student
complaints about the visibility of the
University President on campus are
not new. In the 1970s and '80s Rev.
J. Donald Monan, S.J., now regarded
as an iconic leader, was the subject of
students' scrutiny. Though he was not
always on campus, it was the work he
did during that period that brought
BC from the brink of bankruptcy to its
place of prominence it enjoys today.

Building a bond
THE ISSUE: Student and professor interaction is often minimal
WHAT WE THINK: More small seminar classes may bridge gap
another and, more importantly, to the
professor. They do awaywith the presthe Dustbowl, he notices one of his sure imposed by grades and provide
professorswalking toward him. Instincthe continuity of a stable class roster.
tively, he raises Ms hand to wave, only Capstone and FTS have the ostensible
to be greeted with a blank stare as the purpose of exposing students to a
professor breezes by. That's when he single subject, but they often evolve
remembers his fellow 159 classmates into webs of relationships that can span
and realizes the professor cannot posthe length of college and beyond.
sibly know who he is. Momentslike these
The Heights thinks these close-knit
become all the more crushing when discussions should be made readcompared with a possible alternative: ily available to every student. Perhaps,
thriving professor-student interaction then, each discipline within the core
with lively debates over class dinners, curriculum could offer a dozen of these
followed by a play that only enhances courses each semester. These classes
class material. A solid rule of thumb is would be similar in size and tone to
that forced interactions will rarely benthe topic seminars, and would place a
efit either party. Unfortunately, many professor at the helm of a semester's
events, such as Professors and Pastries, worth of academic discovery. Professors
tend to fall under that category. At could seize the opportunity to make
Pastries, students and professors alike their classes about particular topics of
are thrown into a mixer and expected to interest, lighten syllabi, and let class
foster budding mentorships in just shy
structures developorganically. Students
of an hour and a half. Even those with frequently complain that it is imposthe most finely tuned social skills have sible to become interested in a subject
trouble with this instantaneous bonding. based on a crammed survey course, and
The result is apathy on both ends.
instituting these seminars would perOn the other side of the spectrum sonalize the material in a more valuable
are classes like the Freshman Topic way, satisfyingboth core requirements
and student curiosity simultaneously.
Seminar (FTS) and Capstone (the senior year equivalent). These seminars Perhaps this fostering of student-prooffer topics ranging from etymology to fessor bonds would even rectify probthe history of Boston, and change from lems that some students have when
year to year. There are, however, two transitioning into the working world
essential constants: the small class size after college. College life can easily
(usually around 15 students) and the become an isolated subculture of 18-toemphasis on personal interaction rather -21-year-olds with little awareness ofhow
than lecture-style information output. to interact meaningfully with adults. If
These one credit pass / fail courses professors have the motivation to guide
do more than a year's worth of attena small group in a subject of interest,
dance at Professors and Pastries ever flourishing conversation (perhaps even
could. They introduce students to one over pastries) can't be far behind.
Perhaps every student has been in a
situation where while walking through
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Scott Brown: Five years in the making for BC
All the pundits will be talking about what a difference
a year makes in politics. For me, however, I will never
forget the difference five years made in the history of
Scott Brown (BC Law '85).
When I was a freshman in the spring of 2005,1 was
chosen to run the annual Freshman College Republican
event. We decided to invite then-recently elected State
Senator Scott Brown to speak. Because of the last minute nature of the event, all of the rooms (save a classroom in Gasson) hadbeen booked. When we asked the
Office of the Dean for Student Development (ODSD) if
we could trade rooms with someone (we knew a Democratic club was meeting in Gasson 305) they told us that
Scott Brown was too low profile of a speaker to warrant
such a change. I cannot even tell you the exact date of
this event, because apparently The Heights agreed with

ODSD and declined to cover it.
Since then the ODSD has changed (the person who
made the comments about Scott Brown left the following year); and The Heights is covering him. However, so
has Scott Brown's name recognition. From Beacon Hill
to Capitol Hill in five years- from not being able to find a
decent room in which to speak to being able to book any
room in the state he has come a long way.
Whether you are a Republican or a Democrat, this
win is truly inspirational. The idea that an ordinary guy
speaking to ordinary students in a typical BC classroom
would some day be a lauded junior senator is a story
that can only happen in America.
It's amazing the difference five years can make.
Michael Sinacore
AdS '08
-

Transforming the Core for the first time since 1991
the American constitution as
well as the original ideals, hopes, and
fears of the founding fathers. We read
Adam Smith and Keynes in order to
understand the basic economic ideas
on which capitalism rests. Lastly,
Perspectives D 7 tracks the progression of ideas in Western science. It
begins with the Greeks, transitions to
the 17th century's Scientific Revolution, and eventually culminates with
Einstein's theory of relativity and
quantum physics.
Now let's take a look at the goal
the University had in mind when
creating the core:
"The core curriculum should address perennial questions that have
traditionally stood at the center of
intellectual debate, such as:
the origin and destiny of existence
(e.g., naturalistic and transcendent
accounts of human existence, the existence ofGod and whether and how
we can know God);
nature (e.g., the constitution of
the physical world, scientific explanation, the environment);
human nature (e.g., cognition and
affectivity, freedom, morality, art);
society (e.g., political community,
law, rights and responsibilities* economics, justice, education, language)
history (e.g., our attitudes toward
the past and the future)."
As a student who has taken most
of the core classes as well as completed the Perspectives major, I can
confidently say that the Perspectives
Program achieves all of these goals
much, much better than the university core. First, its emphasis is on the
reading and understanding of ideas
rather than facts. Secondly, it covers
a majority of the disciplines that the
core covers philosophy and theology by Perspectives I, the fine arts by
Perspectives 11, the social sciences by
Perspectives 111, and math and science on

Luke Taeschler
Before Ipropose a new university
core, let me say that I am not criticizing the idea of a liberal arts education.
As an English and Perspectives major,

I understand and believe in the merits
of a liberal arts education. In a rapidly
evolving world that calls for increased

specialization, college must serve as
the educative force that provides the
youth with a comprehensive understanding of our human nature, our
history, our culture, and our world. It
must offer us the necessary language
to communicate with people in all
'
fields in order to counter the professional specialization that more and
more frequently restricts our horizons.
Let me be clear here: the problem with
Boston College's core curriculum lies with
its structure, not its intention.
First, we must replace the core

with something that still addresses
the issues, ideas, and themes that it
aims to teach. My answer: The Perspectives Program, which was originally created to take the place of the
core. For those of you unfamiliar with
the program, here is a briefoutline.
The program is made up of
four year long classes in different
disciplines, which provide a comprehensive understanding of the
Western world's history and tradition. Perspectives I deals with the
West's theological and philosophical
tradition, beginning with the Greeks
and culminating with modern thinkers like Nietzsche. Perspectives II
traces the West's aesthetic history
by engaging with the actual artistic
works; we read Dostoevsky's novels,
view Van Gogh's paintings, and listen
to Wagner's pieces. Perspectives 111
focuses on the West's legal, political,
and economic foundations. We study
the state of nature thinkers' influ-
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additional class for cultural diversity.
This proposed program would nearly
cut the core in half. With this new
space, I propose three additional
courses: basic finance, computers and
management, and web management.
These courses will add to Boston
College students' "marketability" and
provide a much-needed edge in the
competitive job market (at $50,000 a
year for a Boston College education,
I think this is becoming increasingly
necessary The first two courses are
already tHuircd for the CSOM core.
In the technology era, Web site management is a skill that every employer
will need and every employee should
have. By not forcing our graduates to
learn it, we are sending people into
the workforce without an essential
tool in their educational toolbox.
So this core would be twelve
classes eight based on the mold
of the Perspectives Program, one
cultural diversity class, and three
classes focused on practical skills for
the modern workplace. Additionally,
space will be freed up for students to
explore their own interests and possibly add another major or minor.
-

-

Luke Taeshler is a senior in the College
ofArts S3 Sciences.

submitted to the newspaper.

Submissions must be signed and should include the author's
connection to Boston College, address, and phone number. Letters
and columns can be submitted online at www.bcheights.com, by email to editor@bcheights.com, in person, or by mail to Editor, The
Heights, 113 McElroy Commons, Chestnut Hill, Mass. 02467.
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enee by Perspectives IV.
The only two things that would
not be covered are foreign language
and cultural diversity. We can add
another class to fulfill the cultural diversity requirement, but the language
requirement needs to be eliminated.
Do we students really have the time
and money to waste on language
classes that will not make us proficient in a foreign language?
This is what the new requirement would look like: four yearlong classes, which add up to eight
semesters of required courses, and an
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Change the world now
Up

Thumbs
Charity the amount of
support that has poured out
for Haiti from every corner
of campus shows that the
students ofBC are able to
put their money where their
mouths are when it comes
to service. Instead of only
-

holding panel discussions
the tragedy, the BC com-

on

munity (a definitely overused term, but appropriate
here) has rallied together
with countless fundraising events, culminating in a
point drive in all dining halls
this Sunday where rumor is
some students (i.e. Freshman
girls) were giving up to 500
dollars.. Bravo, Eagles, for
stepping up to the plate.

Eagle's Deli The famously
dingy yet delicious joint in
-

Cleveland Circle recently

experienced an upgrade. If
TU / TD was a snobby food
critic, we might mention how
immaculate the new lighting is and how the new food
delivery system eliminates
much of the former confusion. Hopefully these radical
changes won't extend to the

menu, where the world-famous Godzilla burger has
challenged hundreds of Eagles for years. Some things,
no matter how disgusting,

should

never

be updated.

Salinger - The famously
reclusive author passed

this week at the age
of 91. His famous work,
The Catcher in the Rye, best
known for inspiring everyone
from angsty teens to serial
killers, was requisite reading
for all puberty-riddled high
school freshmen. Watch out
for the inevitable skirmish
over the film rights. TU /
TD's vote? Wes Anderson.
No other director has enough
hipster cred to pull it off.
Just a disclaimer: this a
Thumb's up to his legacy, not
his death. To be clear.
away

Charles Mangiardi
Earl Edwards is not your typical Boston College student. In an environment
where we're often judged by where we're
going, Edwards is notable for what he is
doing at the moment.
Edwards grew up in a rough part of
Brockton and was homeless three times
before graduating from high school. By
the time he came to BC, he had even seen
friends' lives derailed by drugs and gangs.
Many more simply never graduated or did
so without hope of attending college.
For Edwards, basketball provided a
pathway to success. He credits a middle
school coach and teacher, Malcolm
Huckaby (a member of the BC basketball Hall of Fame) for changing his
mindset on academics. And he credits
the game itselffor keeping him out of
trouble and providing a social cover
for him in high school, while he worked
hard on his grades.
Edwards wanted to share that experience with others, and he is doing so
right now. Together with his best friend,
Brandon Thorpe, he coaches and manages C4, an AAU basketball team for
Brockton's at-risk youth.
Brockton, the city of champions,
home of more than 90,000 people, didn't
have an AAU team before C4. Its best
basketball players had to travel to Boston
just to try out to play in the highly competitive circuit. Between the cost, the
commute, and the competition (trying
out against kids from all over Greater
Boston), AAU basketball was simply out
of reach for most ofBrockton's youth.
So Thorpe started the team in the
fall of 2008 with his little brother in
mind. He simply wanted him to have
an opportunity to improve his game.
He made the two-hour commute from
UMass-Amherst every weekend to coach
the team, with help from Edwards and

Out in the cold Students
brave enough to face the
single-digit weather with
God-knows-what wind chill
factor found themselves
cursing their thin socks and
the BC weekend bus service,
which although notoriously
inconsistent on weekends,
seemed hell-bent on causing
at least one case of frostbite.
Speaking of frostbite, how
was Canada, Snowjammers?
-

Spending Freeze

-

In the

current economic climate,
certain concessions are to be

expected. Obama proposed
to curtail expenditures on
certain domestic programs.

Air traffic control? Go right
ahead. Nutrition? All yours.
National Parks? Now wait
just a minute there. Where
will our woodland creatures
live then? Think of the bunnies, Mr. President, think of
the bunnies. Teddy is rolling
over in his grave.
Film Funk

-

Frigid moviegoers looking for indoor

entertainment this weekend
were greeted with a bleak selection, including Tooth Fairy
and Alvin and the Chipmunks:
The Squeakquel (clever!).
January is traditionally the
dumping ground for Hollywood's more unusual (read:
terrible) projects. It's almost
comforting to know that a
cheesy celebrity vehicle has
become as übiqituous in
heralding the end of winter
as Punxsutawney Phil.
The Pregnancy Pact
witty explanation

-

No

necessary.

some other friends. His players arrived
at the YMCA as soon as it opened, hoping for open court space, and he covered

the YMCA and tournament fees for his
players out of pocket. Early on, winning
was the primary objective.
But it quickly became about much
more than being victorious. Reflecting
on his own life, Edwards saw that C4
had the potential to make a much bigger
difference off the court than on it.
So he and Thorne forged partnerships with a local men's group, the Boys
and Girls Club, and the Brockton Police
Department. The state presented the
group with a $5,000 grant, a grant they
applied for, which was targeted toward
the low-income, at-risk population that
C4 draws from. In return, the players
had to not only maintain good grades
but come in early before each practice
for workshops with the men's group.
The players didn't take to the idea
right away, but accepted it as the cost of
playing AAU basketball. As time went
on, though, they grew more responsive.
Hearing young African-American men
from Brockton talk about the college
admissions process and their transitions
struck a tone with the players, as it was
perhaps beyond what they had heard in
school.
The team finished the year with a
winning record, but was unable to afford
the trip to nationals. A bigger concern
for Edwards and Thorpe going forward,
though, was the lagging math skills of
their players. So as they planned out
this season, they added two new requirements for their players: They need
to keep their grades high enough to be
eligible for Brockton High School's varsity teams, and they need to meet with

math tutors before every practice.
Edwards acknowledges that C4 is
limited in what it can do for the city's
youth, but believes that 10 children are
worth the effort. "I cannot save everyone in Brockton, but I can attempt to
save 10," he said.
lb do so, he needs our help. That
$5,000 state grant he received last year
has been cut as a byproduct of the fiscal
crisis, and the money needs to be raised
by March 1 in order for C4 to have a full
season and to keep the players out of
harm's way, it appears as though they
need that full season. Brockton has seen
four gang-related murders in recent
weeks, as well as a shooting at Brockton
High School during basketball tryouts in
early December. One of C4's players, not
even in high school, had a gun pulled on
him while walking home last year. The
implications of leaving these kids on the
street, with little to do, are very real.
If each person who reads this column
donated a single dollar, the team would
have more than enough money to survive. Donating is as easy as visiting the
team's Web site, www,c4basketball.corn,
and clicking on the "Donate" page. It
takes just a couple of minutes.
Take some time, especially if you're
reading this online, to give C4 a helping
hand. When you finish, remember that
we're all capable of making a difference
in the world more than time or money,
we simply need a big heart and confidence in ourselves. If you ever question
that fact, look no further than Earl
Edwards.
-

-

Charles Mangiardi is a staff columnist
The Heights. He welcomes comments

for

at cmangiardi@bcheights.com.

A bipartisan misstatement

Kevin Swanson

Thumbs
Down

YouTube's
new brand
of comedy

On Wednesday night, President
Obama hosted a clinic on how to rhetorically deliver a State of the Union
speech in a convincing and controlled '
manner. Given the limits of the speech's
genre, with its token applause lines and
the decision to address almost every
policy topic except reforming the BCS
system, President Obama delivered a
refreshingly accurate narrative of the
events that have taken place during his
presidency to date.
However, the speech relied too
heavily on context-based justifications
for his administration's actions. At a
time when the intentions and merits
behind proposed policies have little
bearing on their successful passage as
opposed to having 60 votes in the Senate, Obama must specifically address
what he will do as president to ensure
the legislation is passed. Instead,
throughout the speech, he failed to
clearly explain his specific proposals
to revive healthcare reform and other
key elements of his domestic agenda,
such as financial industry reform and
climate change
Last year, Obama took a "handsoff" approach to the formation of
healthcare legislation. Although on
multiple occasions he outlined some
key requirements for the legislation,
he allowed Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT),
chairmen of the Senate Finance Committee, to steer the legislation through
the Senate. This strategy failed after
the public lost faith in the legislative process following nearly a year of
debate. Most recently, Obama embod.

ied his faulty leadership st3'le during
the eight days following the election
of Senator-elect Scott Brown (D-MA)
when the White House failed to provide
support and direction to the Democratic Congressional leadership in the
continual fight for healthcare. In the
public relations leadership vacuum that
followed, political pundits declared
the effort dead, scaring off members of
Congress. Now the worst possible outcome has occurred President Obama
expended a tremendous amount of political capital getting healthcare reform
to this stage, but is unwilling to push
the ball the last yard across the goal
line. It wasn't until the 33rd minute of
an hour plus speech that he even addressed the issue of healthcare reform.
By now it should be abundantly clear
to the president that telling Congress,
"Don't walk away from reform. Not now.
Not when we are so close," is not an
effective course of action to tackle the
healthcare issue. President Obama did
not explore any of the options for passing the legislation despite the loss of the
60-vote supermajority in the Senate.
In fact, all the House has to do is pass
the Senate version of the bill, and it was
reported last week that House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi could drum up the votes
to do so. Instead, for all intents and
purposes, he has pushed healthcare to
the back burner and ceded control over
his domestic agenda to poll numbers
that prioritize job creation as a necessary effort.
Ultimately, Obama appears unwilling
to change his fundamental approach to
governance. His deferential approach
to Congress and unrequited love for
bipartisanship is the thorn in the side
of Obama's progressive supporters, who
are exasperated by his lack of commanding leadership on these issues.
President Obama's political team, of
course, realizes that liberal Congressional Democrats will never oppose the

FROM HERE TO RESERVOIR BY SALCIPRANO

-

president's legislation, no matter how
compromised it may be in the name of

bipartisanship.
The president's State of the Union
seemed to constitute a replay of this
approach, stating that, "I'm calling for
a new jobs bill tonight." Although President Obama outlined three "proposals"
for what should be in the bill, he did not
convincingly outline the specific steps
he would take to push the bill through
the Senate. If anything, that appears
to be the approach President Obama
has decided to take when his domestic
agenda requires legislation. During the
latter third of the State of the Union
Address and his remarks at the first ever
televised GOP House Retreat in Baltimore Friday, he underscored his fundamental commitment to bipartisanship
and transcending the Republican dogma
of, "If you lose, I win." The unbelievably frustrating irony of this effort is
that Obama insists upon pursuing this
objective in spite of the Republicans'
absolute refusal and belligerency to
proceed in good faith.
As a result, President Obama seems
willing to concede passing legislation
on many of the substantive policy issues
that he campaigned on, to instead, "not
give up on trying to change the tone
of our politics," as his other campaign
promise. If this year has proved anything, it is that Congressional Republicans are steadfast in their opposition
to bipartisanship, no matter what feints
they throw at true bipartisanship. If
Obama continues to put off pushing for
legislation in hopes of a renewed political climate, he will be shooting himself
in the foot twice, leaving himself without any legislation, save the stimulus
package and a triumphant Republican
party of "no".
Kevin Swanson is a staff columnist for
The Heights. He welcomes comments at
opinions@bcheights.com.

Dan Esposito
Ifyou told me in the year 2000 that
by the time I was 21, one of the most
übiquitous and culturally relevant
aspects of American society would
be a Web site whose primary services
involve streaming videos of house cats,
babies, and overweight exhibitionists
suffering grievous dance-related injuries, I would probably be equal parts
confused and (since I was 11) supremely
excited. Thus came about the existence
and prominence of YouTube, a $1.65
billion enterprise built entirely on the
average person's desperate, undignified desire for fame. Since its inception in 2005, we've been treated to
videos of prodigious guitar virtuosos
tucked away in dim bedrooms across
the country, an assortment of pets from
every species, which by now have grown
indifferent towards having their owners' digital cameras trained on them at
every instant, and of course, countless
babies acting, well, like babies.
More disconcerting than the
unprecedented success of YouTube is
the societal impact it has had. YouTube, memes, and LOLcats - in this
reviewer's opinion, the lowest form of
humor directly beneath an improperly
timed fart and Carlos Mencia have all
-

permeated popular consciousness to
the extent ofbeing not only acceptable,
but common topics of conversation, especially among the younger generation.

What's worrisome about this trend is
that it is a style of entertainment that
seems to target the lowest common
denominator. While in the past, one
needed a sharp mind and an attentive
ear to catch all the layers of humor in
the performances of the Marx brothers
or Peter Sellers, today's comedic wordplay has "evolved" to generally pertain
to misspelled words and improper
grammar. Somehow it seems that our
collective sense of humor is becoming
juvenile to the extent that Christopher
Guest's films are billed as "intelligent
comedies." Shouldn't comedy by its
nature be intelligent? Humor itself is
born from observation, to understand
something completely is to understand
what makes it funny or ridiculous in
some small way.
Comedy, via satire, has also historically been often utilized as an element
of social change. Jonathan Swift, one
of the first writers to practice modern
journalistic satire, was able to illuminate
many of the issues of his place and time
with his works, particularly "A Modest Proposal" and Gulliver's Travels. In
more recent times, Mark Twain twisted
the morality of the antebellum south in
Huckleberry Finn. Political and social
satire persists today in media personalities like Stephen Colbert. Colbert's
clueless and boorish on-screen persona
belies a much deeper knowledge and
understanding of contemporary issues.
In contrast, much of the Internet media
that has become so prevalent lately is
merely aesthetic or superficial comedy,
lacking any deeper intellect or meaning.
In the end, comedy is what makes us
laugh, and if that happens to be a video
of someone's cat being tickled, so be it.
It is important, though, that the elements of comedy, which have been so
vital to personal and societal intellectual development, be preserved. It does
seem a shame that people who grew up
laughing at Gene Wilder have to suffer
their children laughing at Dax Shepard.
The important thing, I suppose, is that
we're laughing at something.
Dan Esposito is a staff columnist for
The Heights. He welcomes comments at
opinions@bcheights.com.
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Mr. Jackson, we have a 'Bone' to pick with you
By

Sean Meehan

For The Heights

Love him or hate him, Peter Jackson is
one of the movie gods of our generation.
He's developed his own unique style and
he's often been one of thebest examples that
CG-heavy
THE LOVELY BONES not all
films
are
D.O.A.
Peter Jackson
After the utterly
WingNut Films
monstrous success

ickirtzi?

and acclaim of his
Lord of the Rings films and the big, hairy
thrill ride that was King Kong, Jackson
told us all that he would be focusing on a
smaller project for his next venture. That
project became The Lovely Bones, an adaptation of the well-received book of the
same name by Alice Sebold, and it seemed
all too sure of a bet that PJ would dazzle us
yet again. Unfortunately, The Lovely Bones
bounces between moods too often to hold
up as anything more than a B-level thriller.
The story takes place in 1970s Pennsylvania and centers on the Salmon family.
Fourteen-year-old Susie (Saoirse Ronan)
is brutally murdered by her neighbor, Mr.
Harvey (Stanley Tucci), and is stuck in the

in-between of heaven and hell. As her family searches to find her body and her killer,
Susie watches over them, does her best to
come to terms with her own demise, and
helps her family find closure. The story
divides time between the insanely inventive limbo area that Susie inhabits and her
family's relentless search back on solid
ground. It all sounds so beautiful, doesn't it?
To begin with the positive Peter Jackson
appears totally incapable of misdirecting a
film, and he uses his camera to really push
the audience toward the desired emotion in
clever and inventive ways. Shot completely
in digital, The Lovely Bones is often a huge
bucket of eye candy. Jackson makes great
use of intense macro close-up shots in
moments of high tension, and just the fact
that you can literally count the wrinkles on
Mark Wahlberg's face does much to pull you
into the film. Rare for flicks shot digitally, it
still has a film-like look, and you don't feel
stuck in that strange alternate reality that
movies like Public Enemies pushed you into,
where everything seems plastic and shiny.
For that reason alone you can't totally hate
Jackson for this one. Everything is moving to digital, and it's nice to have proof
-

that it doesn't mean the death of cinema.
Unfortunately, once you get past the visuals there's not much else to write home about.
One of my biggest issues with this film is
Mark Wahlberg, who ruins any moment when
he's supposed to seem earnest by simply
whining his way through his lines of dialogue.
I wish I were exaggerating, but the man literally sounds as if he believes that everyone
he's conversing with is under the age offive.
It's nearly impossible to become pulled into
his search to find the killer when his every
line is cringe-worthy. Most of the remaining
dialogue functions in much the way that
Wahlberg's does, and when you couple that
with the sloppy way in which Rachel Weisz's
character essentially vanishes, there's little
to cling to from a character development
perspective. Themovie also rolls so clumsily
between moments ofwonder, intense horrible
violence, and slapstick humor that it makes
you appreciate how movies like Slumdog
Millionaire can manage to do so gracefully.
If the visuals aren't a drawing point for
you, Stanely Tucci might be. The man plays
one of the creepiest characters in the last
few years, and for every moment in which
Wahlberg is channeling The Happening, Tucci

Blind love, blind plot in 'Rome'
Tara Fowler
For The Heights
By

If the world were populated with
Nick (Josh Duhamel), the male
protagonist of When in Rome, women
would be able to get away with anything
and their honeys would still be in love
with them. Any other man would be deterred by a woman's tendency to bathe
in Roman fountains and her entourage
stalkers,
WHEN IN ROME of crazed
but
not
Nick.
He's in
MarkJohnson
love, and love is blind.
Touchstone
And, conveniently
\u2605\u2605\u25a0&-«--&
enough, so is Nick.
When in Rome is the story of uptight,
working woman Beth (Kristen Bell), a
curator for the Guggenheim Museum
in New York City. Beth, like every other
female protagonist of the romantic comedy genre, is unlucky in love, but she's
really good at her job. When she goes
to Rome for her little sister's wedding,
she bonds with best man Nick because,
no joke, he gets cell phone service.
As would be expected, something
goes wrong during Beth and Nick's single
night of bliss, and Beth, the eternal pessimist, finds herself wading in a reputed
men like

fountain of love, stealing coins (and
one fateful poker chip) from its depths.
Truly she has sunk to the lowest of lows.
Yet, she eventually makes it out of the
fountain and back to her beloved job in
New York. But this time, she is not alone.
As it turns out, Beth picked up four
stalkers in Rome, courtesy of her pilfering
coins from the magical love fountain. Fortunately for Beth, it seems that only grown
men have thrown coins into the fountain.
These stalkers, consisting of an aspiring
artist (Will Arnett, sounding like Mario
and Luigi's third brother), a creepy magician (Jon Heder), a self-centered model
(Dax Shepard, Bell's real life beau), and
a sausage king (Danny Devito), have traveled to New York all for the sake of winning Beth's heretofore undesirable heart.
And, of course, there's also Nick who,
incidentally, suffersfrom peripheral blindness, a side effect of an accident years
before, and a characteristic which makes
him seem more interesting in the face of
Beth's more colorful stalkers. Sorry, Nick.
Beth's choice is obvious from the
beginning. There is only one man for her,
and he gets cell service in Italy. However,
Beth makes a discovery that throws the
sincerity of Nick's attraction into doubt,

and disaster and hilarity ensue. But don't
worry, this movie was brought to you by
the screenwriters of Old Dogs (David Diamond and David Weissman) and the director olDaredevil (Mark Steven Johnson).
Nothing too complicated can happen.
In spite of all the flaws in this movie,
Beth's stalkers can be quitefunny at times,
particularly Heder's magician, who is
followed around by a camera man played
by none other than Pedro from Napoleon
Dynamite (Efren Ramirez). This reunion of
Napoleonand Pedro, at least, offers some
humor. What's more, Nick's loss of peripheral vision apparently offers some really entertaining gags as well. Who knew?
Yet, in the end, what kills When inßome
is Beth's inability to believe in the fact that
someone could actually fall in love with
her. Nick insists on staying with her and
still she runs, killing the mood for both
Nick and the audience, simply because
she can't conceive that someone could
love her without theaid of a spell. Perhaps
the problem comes down to the tagline of
the movie, which is, "Did you ever wish
for the impossible?" But, is it really so
impossible to believe that someone could
fall in love with Kristen Bell, of all women?
She certainly tries to make you think so. \u25a0

Irish actress Saoirse Ronan stars in Peter Jackson's visually stunning yet bland The Lovely Bones.
is channeling The Silence of the Lambs. He'll
probably get a nod for Supporting Actor, so
if you think you can put up with the clunky
development of all of the other characters,
you might still want to check this one out.
What about the in-between's visuals? Are
they dazzling? Sure they are, but all of its
inhabitants, as well as the filmmakers themselves, are so aware of how pretty everything
is that it feels less like a fleshed-out world

and more like an animation demo reel. If
you want to see a more engaging rendition
of the region between heaven and hell, see if
anybody can admit to owning What Dreams
May Come and explore that instead. Is the
movie bad? No. It's just so overwhelmingly...bleh. There's some great things to
take away from it, but there's also way too
much that you really wish the filmmakers
had taken away before locking the final cut. \u25a0

Box Office Report
Title

Weeks in
Release

Weekend
Gross

2. Edge of Darkness

17.1

4. Tooth Fairy

10.0

2

6. Legion

6.8

2

8. Sherlock Holmes

4.5

6

10. It's Complicated

3.7

1

'

6
'WEEKEND GROSS FIGURES IN MILLIONS

Bestsellers of Hardcover Fiction
1. The Help, Kathryn Stockett

3. The First Rule, Robert Crais

4. The Swan Thieves, Elizabeth Kostova
5. The Last Song, Nicholas Sparks
6. /, Alex Cross, James Patterson
7. Impact, Douglas Preston

8. Deeper than the Dead, Tami Hoag
9. Noah's Compass, Anne Taylor
Kristen Bell (Forgetting Sarah Marshall) and Josh Duhamel {Win a Date with Tad Hamilton) star in the predictable and trite When in Rome.

ACCORDING TO PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY

ROVING READER WITH JOHN MALAMUD

Coupland tackles Tourette's, quarantines, and environment
By

John Malamud

For The Heights

Douglas Coupland's Generation A is
one of the most outlandish and original
works of fiction on the shelves today.
Coupland has indeed done it again,
and fans of Generation X or JPod will
find this book difficult to put down.
The novel is set in a not-too-distant
future, a world where bees are extinct,
social networking on the Internet has
turned us into android versions of
our former selves, and pharmaceutical companies have invented drugs to
cure our loneliness in a materialistic
society that has gone mad. Five people
from around the planet are joined
in an unexpected and unforgettable
manner when they are each stung by
bees, the first to be stung in years.

Meet Zack a young and carefree
American from the Midwest, whose favorite pastimes are smoking high-grade
marijuana, fraternizing with the opposite
sex, and cutting obscene formations into
the family's corn fields to be appreciated
-

by satellite images from space; Samantha - an ordinary girl from New Zealand
who works as a trainer at a local gym,
and makes "earth sandwiches" (which
involves taking pictures of bread and
working over the Internet to get another
person to take an identical picture on the
exact coordinates of the opposite side of
the planet) in her spare time; Harj - a
curious young man from Southeast Asia
with an adoration for the American way
of life based on Abercrombie & Fitch
ads, whose idea of the ultimate lifestyle
would involve riding through the snowy
woods of New Hampshire and Maine in
rustic L.L. Bean outfits atop a majestic
Clydesdale; Julien - a typical Parisian
teen who hates the world and everyone
in it, and would rather spend his time
in the local gaming emporium playing

World of Warcrafl; And Diana, an unmarried Canadian woman entering her
late 30s, who suffers from a tragic yet
hilarious case of Tourette's Syndrome
and has given up on love. These five characters, who come from totally different
backgrounds and lifestyles, find them-

selves whisked away into Ikea-furnished
quarantine cells, where a charming
French scientist with dubious intentions
bombards them with nonsensical questions and feed's them gelatinous slop.
They leave quarantine and enter
society as classic 15-ininute celebrities
that would make Andy Warhol proud,
with no idea what to do next with their
lives. Eventually, the five gravitate toward each other, and are finally joined
together on a distant island off'the shores
of Canada's west coast populated by an
indigenous people who have no intention
of letting the outside world in. There,
the five protagonists learn more about
each other than they have ever known
about any other person in their lives,
finding similarities among themselves
that were hidden at first, irrevocably
joining them on a whole new level.
Written in simple prose, Generation A
reminds the reader of the genius of the
late Kurt Vonnegut, using straightforward
and uncomplicated words coupled with
impossibly absurd situations to carry a
message of profound social significance.

The work is similar to Coupland's breakthrough novel, Generation X, in heralding
the coming of an age when people have
lost touch with reality and what truly
matters in life. Yet it is not the same as
the previous novel, which told the tales of
the generation whom the media dubbed
with the famous tagline; it tells the story
offuture generations and what the world
will be like for them if our generation
does nothing to change what is wrong
with the present. It is a call for all of us
to stand up, grab a hold of our futures,
and not let the powers that be shape it
for us. It asks important questions about
the progression of technology, noting
that although it brings the human race
together, we are drifting farther apart
each day. It comments on the material madness of commercial society,
pointing out how people consume more
everyday but forget to feed their souls.
The novel also delivers a powerful environmental message, a plea to appreciate
and protect our only home before it is too
late. This novel was not written for our
parents, but for us, and it is a must-read. \u25a0
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Special

Now playing on Ana Lopez's iPod
Lake Michigan Rogue Wave
Cruel to be Kind Nick Lowe
-

-

P.D.A John Legend
-

Mrs. Darcy 'Pride and Prejudice'
Soundtrack
-

Call It Love -Sondre Lerche

Bukowski Modest Mouse
Short People Randy Newman
-

-

Touch My Body Mariah
-

Carey

(the

music video a key distinction)
-

Handshake Tristan
-

Everyday is

Prettyman

9

Stand up and

The Music Behind the Woman
Ana Lopez once played James Blunt's "Goodbye My
Lover" on repeat to help a friend get over a boy. Another
time she aided a friend recovering from a quasi-eating
disorder by force-feeding brownies and pizza down his
throat. Such antics have become known as Ana's way:
socially radical means to build lasting relationships. Some
compare her to an antique, others to an animal, and still
others to characters out of Ayn Rand novels. While scholars
and suitors alike can't pinpoint the essence of Ana, we do
have a few known facts to work with. An Omaha, Neb. native, Ana eiyoys everything from Randy Newman to Rocket
Summer (which she unabashedly blasts in the newsroom).
This sophomore English major lives by her own motto,
"Geminis are never obvious." Zak Jason

wJr Iflll WW %M\M I

Write for Arts and Review!
Meetings are Sundaysat 4:30 p.m. intti«
Eagle's Nwt. Send your questiwvSj comments,
and icta to reviewKlxheirjhts.com

?

a Holiday Esthero
-

DOBC reaches higher ground in Robsham

Sarah Noon, A&S '10, leaps to new heights in Revolution
Revolution, from AlO
The music was selected from various genres,
assuring that there was something for everyone.
Throughout the performance, people could be
heard whispering, "Oh, I love this song!" Certainly,
dance should give insight into another dimension
of any piece of music. This weekend's show managed to do this in several of its dances. Particularly
moving pieces were "Silent Night" by Lisa Hannigan, choreographed by Alyson Miller, and a ballet
to the theme song of P.S. ILove You, choreographed

by DiPasquale and Sarah Noon, treasurer and
A&S '10. Other impressive pieces were "Twice,"
choreographed by Karnicki, and "Higher Ground,"
choreographed by Christina Cerutti, A&S '10. Both
ofthese dances showcased the energy that pervaded
the entire night.
The crowd reaction to Revolution was positive
overall. "I thought it was significantly improved
from last year. Iliked the diversity of the dance routines and styles and especially liked the tap," said
Liz VanPelt, A&S '12. Of the show's two tap pieces,
"Ain't No Sunshine," choreographed by Tina Valluzzi, LSOE '12, displayed the talent of the dancers
in a visually pleasing manner. In this piece, a row
of chairs was manipulated into different patterns
while the girls danced around them.
Ifthe DOBC's only goal was to entertain, they
succeeded. The organization chose modern, popular
songs that were easily recognizable. The costumes
ranged from flowing dresses to sports bras and
shorts. The lighting and props made each piece even
more visually stimulating. You never knew what was
going to come next, or how the songs listed in the
program would be spun together. A mix of three
Britney Spears songs, "Circus," "Toy Soldier," and
"3," created by Steven Gadsden, A&S '10, and Nick
Kazimiroff, A&S '11, kept everyone guessing. The
finale, entitled "Revolution," mixed by Karnicki,
combined the music of Kesha, Passion Pit, Cassie,
Akon, and Michael Buble. Experimentation played
a big part in this revolution, and DOBC girls clearly
know their way around differentmedia forms.
It may seem that the DOBC has all the elements
a dance group needs to be successful. But one may
ask herself, where are all the guys? The group has
no male members. This lack of menprobably didn't
strike many in the audience during the performance,
but even one male dancer can provide a dance group
with many beneficial elements, such as more plot
potential and strength. When asked, Karnicki said

they don't discourage men to join, but they have
not actively sought new male members.
The DOBC certainly proved its abilities with
Revolution. Any BC student could enjoy this spectacle put on by a group of peers, either for the
dancing, choreography, or even just the music.

Keep an eye out for DOBC's future shows, as well
as studio classes, taught by the group's more experienced dancers that are available to the entire
BC community, free of charge. With such great
improvement this year, it seems that the DOBC
can only get better. \u25a0

The women of DOBC produced a formidable performance in Robsham, owing to extensive conditioning and practice

The Novel and the Barefoot
Truth, from AlO
Truth. Not many instruments were off
limits to the gentlemen, as they rocked
everything from a mean harmonica
(props to Duffy's bluesy ditties) to the
cello. Early on, one of the members decided to have audience members replace
applause with a simple, silent flipping of
the bird if we wished to express jour approval. While some attendees were more
emphatic than others with this gesture,
it was clear that the guys on stage were
getting a kick out of any passionate
sponse that the audience threw at them.
An earth-centric vibe pervaded most of
the group's jams, with lyrics like, "Can't
you see the way we're living won't be
easily forgiven," from their song, "Walk
Softly."

solo would have been any less epic.
Hitting the bricks after leaving the
O'Connell House was jarring at best,
frightening at worst. As students warbled off to their various social engagements and checked their phones, Ifound
myselfwondering if maybe it would be
better if I chucked my own rabid addictions for technology and Smartwater
bottles into the proverbial Chestnut Hill
Reservoir. After such a vibrantly warm
show, the cold was that much harder to
bear when each of us stepped outside

From the somewhat obscured perspective of a standing room participant,
I could see that keyboardist Wayno
took the "barefoot" suggestion in the
band's name quite literally. The band

had a simply harmonious quality to its
performance that one usually associates with a gurgling stream or a rabbit
nestled in a breeze-tickled meadow. Its
aesthetic simply worked, unashamedly,
authentically well.
When the guys weren't hitting their
various instruments to deliver these
soulful visions, they were bantering back
and forth like roommates, which is (unsurprisingly) what they are. Wayno again
provided the audience with an inside
anecdote: He scored 59 points in Bop It
before hitting the stage. With a victory
like that, it was hard to imagine his piano

once again.
To find out about upcoming appearances, merchandise, and more information on The Novel Ideas or Barefoot
Truth, check out their websites at www.

thenovelideas.com and www.barefoottruth.
com. m

Coons' debut album Speak, his first "full-length, polished effort," was released in September.

Coons speaks up
Coons, from AlO
and got really into blues.
Ilove B. B. King. I like heavier music, as
much as it really doesn't come across in
any of my music. I dig on Slayer, "Reign
in Blood." And everything from just the
poppiest music you could ever want to
listen to, to a respect for Thelonious
Monk and everywhere in between.
way backwards

BS: You have obviously played out
quite a bit, could you talk a little about

live experience?
JC: We just got off a six-week tour
across the whole country. We got out as
far west as Minnesota, as far south as
Florida, and as far northeast as Portland, Maine, and everywhere in between.
We just put 9,000 miles on the van and
did a full-band tour for six weeks. Just
trying to take over every major market
in the U.S. slowly, but surely. I think
the spring will definitely see a lot more
touring and expansion to a lot of markets I haven't hit yet; just keepin' the
train rollin'.
your

the crowd.
The lively Barefoot Truth wowed the crowd with a variety of instruments including a harmonica and wasn't afraid to get playful with
-

-

BS: How do you promote yourself?
JC: I have a pretty great team of
people on board. I have an agent out
of Nashville, a management company
out of New York, a publicist out of New
York, another publicist out of Nashville,
and the biggest thing that's really been
an impetus for attention nationally
for me has been Hollister stores. They
put one of my songs ["Legs"] on their
playlist, so it plays in all the malls in
the U.S., pretty much. That's been such
awesome exposure for someone from
such a small state as me [Vermont].
It's definitely crazy, and exposed us to a
larger group of people than I ever could
have expected.
I also just put out my record Speak,
which is my debut, full-length, polished
effort, and it came out at the end of
September. So I'vejust been continuing
to tour and take the Jer Coons gospel
to as many young children around the
world as possible young people might
humans, all of them,
sound better
one by one, shaking hands and kissing
babies. \u25a0
?

?
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Notes on a Scandal

A reason
to scowl

Dance Dance Revolution
By Krysia Wazny

For The Heights
"St. Patrick's Day!?" several individuals walking down
the stairs in McElroy exclaimed hopefully. The profusion of
green and glitter could havetricked anyone, but thehubbub
was not about Boston's favoriteholiday (other thanMarathon Monday), but rather this weekend's premier event
in Robsham. The Dance Organization of Boston College
(DOBC), an entirely student-run organization boasting 46
members, presentedits winter show,Revolution, this weekend, impressing audiences with its dancing prowess.
The show was composed largely of jazz numbers with
a sprinkling ofballet and tap.-In the program's introduction, Maggie DiPasquale, DOBC director and A&S '10,
focused on the meaning of the show's title, Revolution.
With 20 different choreographers contributing, the styles
were varied, and each dance was comparably different.
Of course there were a few slip-ups, but for the most part,
the girls stayed in-sjfloe. The mood wasequally upbeat on
and off the stage
from dancers
and viewers alike.
WL
A noticeable improvement from last year's performance
was also evident. Karen Karnicki, events and publicity
for the
| manager and A&S '12, elaborated
organization's progress. "We've really brought DOBC to
Bother level." she said. The group was lucky to have an
xtremely talented group of fresluncn join its ranks this
feftyear, she said. The officers also instituted a policy of
l||toandatory conditioning twice a week. The new talent and
<;,. hard work showed in the group's performance. Though
there has previously been a tacit agreement among the B(
community that the DOBC is the lesser t|np o daflf§:
groups on campus, it seems that DOBC dancers are working their hardest to dispel that belief.
M
DiPasquale further emphasized the impact of DOBC's
members and the overall improvement within the

Allison Therrien

«

,

organization.

In addition to the talent of the dancers, the costumes
and technical aspects of the show were also important to
the overall experience. Annalise Sundberg and Corinne
Levine, costume managers and A&S '12, were responsible!!
for this year's outfit t ing. Some costumes wsremore IliUlMlTifg
ing than others,but, on thewhole, the costumes accurately
represented the feel of each segment. Christine Turner,
technical manager and A&S '10, did an excellent job with
the lighting, utilizing shadowing and bright color schemes ,
to great effect.
*

See Revolution, A

Jer Coons up close

By Ben Shanbrom
Heights Staff

The Heights' Local Music Spotlight gives
you a heads-upon some of the most promising up-and-coming artists from theBoston
College and greater New England music
scenes. We recently had the chance to sit
down with rising pop artist and all-around
music enthusiast, Jer Coons.

Barefoot Truth warmedthe frigid O'Connell crowd with its charming reggae-infused set.

Barefoot in O'Connell
Kristen HousE

Arts

&

Review Editor

Cab for Cutie. They sang songs with the
aforementioned reminiscences ofnature
and dareI saythe word warmth. Many
songs came from their new album The Sky
is a Field. Acoustic, bass, and electric
guitars abounded as lead singers Daniel
Radin and Alex Caplow energetically
switched back and forth on "The Sky,"
"Five Years," and "Homesick."
Equally entertaining was the group's
stage dynamic. A technological malfunction led to an impromptu cover of a Cranberries song and the dropping of some
more peculiar Owl City lyrics like, "With
friends like these who needs anemones."
The guys also dropped many obligatory
mentions to the merch, as per usual,
prompting one of the band members to
quip, "We're a band, not a shirt stand
traveling group." Part campy sitcom (in
an amazing, cult classic way) and part
nature dreamers, the Novel Ideas were
the perfect group to warm the crowd for
Barefoot Truth.
At around quarter of 10, Barefoot
Truth came on the stage and then
launched into the last melody on earth
that anyone expected the theme song of
The Office. Will Evans, Jay Driscoll, Andy
Wrba, GarrettDuffy, and Wayno make up
-

It's wildly improbable that any Boston College student went through this
weekend without looking like the elusive
mountain yeti at least once. Checking weather.com became something of
a whimsical bit, exchanged between
friends, lovers, and split personalities.
"Heh, 15. Feels like -25!" Earmuffs,
gloves, scarves, and a parka later, and we
were all set to grab that longed-for omelet
from the dining hall.
Yet, the winds changed at 9 p.m. on
Saturday night in the O'Connell House.
Had the casual observer stopped by, they
would have stumbled upon the happiest,
most reminiscent of a spring day, show
ever to hit January, with the performances
from The NovelIdeas and Barefoot Truth,
sponsored by Nights on the Heights.
Mercifully, the icy pavement could be
compartmentalized in a forgotten nook
of the brain while the scene from a cozy
jam session unfolded. Worn tan rugs, a
hanging lunar tapestry, and dulcet blue,
green, and orange lighting illuminated the
frost-bitten soul.
The Novel Ideas ignited the goofy
flame that only got fanned on as the night
progressed. The four guys were a much
peppier, eco-conscious version ofDeath

-

INSIDE ARTS
THIS ISSUE

Ben Shanbrom: Could you tell us a bit
about the history of Jer Coons as a musician and now as a project?
JC: Well I was conceived in 1988, and
I wasn't born with a guitar, but I got my
first when I was six. I didn't have the
dexterity or the mental acuity required to
stick with it at all, so I pretty much let it
collect dust until I was 12.1 started playing in garage bands, everyone was a little
older than me, and I was usually the chief
songwriter. Eventually everyone left for col-*
lege, so I was left in my sophomore year of
high school with no band and an acoustic
guitar in my closet. So I decided to dust it
off and started playing solo stuff in cafes,
write, and do the damn thing. I played a
lot and got a lotof quiet time just playing
my instrument with somewhat proficiency.
And so a friend of mine started working
with a management company that he was
acting as my casual manager through, and I
ended up working with this company based
out ofPhiladelphia / New York City. Once

I started playing more music and taking
music classes, I knew I had to leave and
make music my focus.
BS: How would you describe your
sound?
JC: My music is unabashedly pop; it's
definitely pop-rock music. I enjoy the
challenge of trying to fit within a world of
music that is so constrained by a formula.
I like finding a weird way around the threeand-a-half minute verse-chorus-verse-

chorus-bridge-chorus-chorus structure.
I think we're musically a common ground
between John Mayer and The Beatles riding on a tandem bicycle, and then they
crash into Jimi Hendrix, who is listening to
Jason Mraz on his iPod. And they crashed
because they were looking at Taylor Swift
that's what happened. We also go with
"pop that dudes can listen to."
-

BS: Who are some of your primary
influences or artists/styles of music you
admire?
JC: Ilike everything. I think so much of
my tastes are based on what I listened to
when I was really little. My folks listened
to a lot of the early Beatles stuff. I pretty
much didn't get into the late Beatles until
I was older 'cause I think they were too
old to errjoy them in their prime, so I got
really into the pop music thing, worked my

See Coons, A9

-

See Truth, A

Lovely... but bare Bones 9
.

Peter Jackson's latest since the Lord of the Rings series is
visually captivating, but does the acting match up 1? A 8

Singer songwriter Jer Coons describeshis music as accessible "pop that dudes can listen to."

Coupland's breed of Generation A

Transport yourself into Coupland's future with materialistic, quirky men and women. A8

LEdit: Ana Lopez
Box Office Report

A
A8

9

By

9

Allison Therrien is the Assistant Arts %3
Review editor of The Heights. She can be
reached at arts@bcheighls.com
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Kristen Stewart is seriously irked.
She had a plan, and, quite frankly, it's
not going well.
When you were little and were looking into the future, what did you want
to be? Up until a few years ago, my
sister believed it wholly possible that
she could become both a professional
soccer player and a world-renowned
archaeologist who excavated dinosaur bones somewhere in the desert.
For Kristen Stewart, it was never that
complicated. Pre-teen Kristen Stewart
undoubtedly spent her days sitting
around in a poster-clad bedroom, teenage angst seeping through her graphic
tee, leaning, knees-bent, against an
unmade bed with diary in hand. "Dear
diary," she would scrawl, "I just want to
be edgy. That's all I've ever wanted."
At least, that's what most of us
would like to think. There's something
about Kristen Stewart that suggests
a dark and twisted past, and yet that
doesn't seem to be the case. Stewart's
father is a television producer for FOX
and her mother, a script supervisor,
is set to direct K-Il (starring Stewart), which comes out later this year.
Stewart was "discovered" at the age of
eight by an agent who happened to attend her elementary school Christmas
play. I can just picture the dark, boyish, eight-year-old version of Stewart
in a Rudolph costume, unknowingly
conveying the distinct anguish of the
dejected reindeer who, like Stewart,
is at the center of a world that simply
doesn't understand. Master reindeer
angst and everything else is downhill.
Following-this memorable performance, it's no surprise that Stewart's
most noteworthy roles have been those
that have channeled that contemplative, tormented side of her personality
that seems to come out so naturally. In
Speak, a 13-year-old Stewart portrays
a teenage girl who turns silent after
being sexually abused. In the film In
the Land of Women, Stewart plays your
stereotypical angst-driven teen, and
in Into the Wild, she is a serious but
persistent hippie-musician. All of these
fit nicely into Stewart's self-created
mold of the edgy, alternative type, the
anti-girly, the anti-mainstream.
How ironic, then, that the role that
has served as the catalyst to Stewart's
mega-stardom is the precise antithesis
of the character Stewart has championed. Sure, Bella Swan is "different."
She's clumsy and anti-social, and she
seems uninterested in most boys, but
let's be real. She is a teenage girl who
goes gaga for a vampire and becomes
the ultimate drama queen, the loveydovey, doe-eyed damsel-in-distress.
And it goes without saying that
Twilight pretty much defines "mainstream."
Admittedly, Stewart has adapted
the role of Bella beyond its original
book framework. To her tense, tomboyish performance, critics havehad
mixed reactions. Either way, though
both installments of the I\vilight series
have been far from acclaimed, one
thing is clear. Kristen Stewart is no
longer the little-known indie actress
with skinny legs and that indescribable
edge. Kristen Stewart and Bella Swan
could be one in the same in the eyes of
the swooning public.
Kristen Stewart is seriously irked.
She had a plan, and quite frankly, it's
not going well. Let's all do her a solid
and see the now festival-circuited The
Runaways, which seeks to counteract
the Bella syndrome that has so deplorably afflicted Stewart, by allowing
her to become the edgiest of bad-ass
females, Joan Jett. Stewart has even
made the bold choice to continue to
rock the '70s mullet rather than return
to her longer, auburn waves. If all goes
well, she may be able to have the best
of both worlds (cue the Hannah Montana theme song): She'U have Bella's
bank account and Joan Jett's darkblack wardrobe and reason to scowl.
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I think it's

Men's hockey not ready to look
past Beanpot competition

time we

Jake Burg
Heights Staff

By

break up

It's time to forget about each team's record. They
don't matter anymore, because the Beanpot is truly
a season in and of itself. For some of the teams, it will
serve as a sparkplug topower them for the remaining
weeks of the season before the Hockey East tournament. For others, it is simply a chance to claim bragging rights among Beantown's four college hockey
squads.
"[The Beanpot is] special. It's always an exciting
circle on the schedule," said captain Matt Price. "It's
a great atmosphere to play in, and it's just a fun time
to be a BC hockey player."
After a few tough losses against UMass Lowell and
fellow Beanpot competitor Boston University, Boston

Zach Wielgus
Stop it, Al. Just stop it. You're doing
it again, and honestly, I don't think I can
take it anymore.
I was discouraged when we dropped
two games in the Paradise Jam tournament one of which was to St. Joseph's,
currently 8-12 back in November. I was
appalled when we followed up another
loss to Harvard with an 11-point shellacking to Rhode Island at home. And I
was finally ready to write the season off
after we couldn't handle the formidable
Maine Black Bears inside Conte Forum.
I was doing so well with this separation, too. I didn't have to watch any of
the three straight ACC losses in person,
and I didn't catch a second of the pair of
16-point losses to Clemson and Maryland. You and the men's basketball team
were out of sight, out of mind, and I was

See Men's Beanpot, B5

-

-

moving on.

But then you started playing games
with my heart. You're worse than that
blond girl in the Mods who clearly was
flirting with me when"Tik Tok" was
playing on Saturday night and then just
got up and left. (You know who you are.)
How could I not take notice of the
epic comeback in Miami to salvage the
wavering hope of fans across campus
that this season could still end in success? Al, you and the Eagles always had
a passion for flair. Against my better
judgment, I came crawling back to
Raycom on the afternoon on Jan. 23.
Once again, you triumphantly battled
back and had Virginia Tech on the ropes.
And then you walked out again. A stupid
inbounds pass, a needless jump ball, a
porous defense, and then a misplaced
foot tarnished what we had.
I was done. I gave you a second
chance, and you let me down. "Fool
me once, shame on you; fool me twice,
shame on me." I was not about to be
made a fool by the likes of Boston College basketball.
But then, Al, you go and engineer a
perfect gameplan against No. 21 Clemson, blitzing the unsuspecting Tigers
and emerging with a six-point victory.
I saw what could be, what with solid
bench play, a new sporadic full-court
press, and stingy defense. As much as I
didn't want to stand and cheer from behind the student section, I had to. I felt
like Gordan Bombay in D 3 when Charlie
spots him lurking on the concourse
following the Eden Hall Ducks' breathtaking win: proud, but still slightly
detached from it all.
That was my state when I walked
into a shockingly bustling Conte Forum
Saturday afternoon. Conflicted, vacillating between painstaking interest and
prideful indifference, and needing a stiff
drink to work up the courage to face you,
I sat, hoping that we could at least draw
even. After 39 minutes, I had let you
back in. I anxiously watched and wanted
nothing more than to forget the past and
start over after you disposed of Florida
State. The Eagles proved they could run
with Clemson and grind it out over the
Seminoles, so it was time I apologized
and we began anew.
For the third time, though, my trust
was broken. Two turnovers? A botched
free-throw attempt? Virtually no defense
on a backbreaking 3-pointer? That's
how you tried to win me back? Despite
a distinct height disadvantage, you had
the team in control and prepared to
reach 4-4 in the conference. All could
be forgotten entering the biggest game
of the year, and all would feel right again
for the first time since this topsy-turvy
season, full of unexpected highs and
head-scratching lows, began.
Then you just gave it away. Others
saw what happened, but they merely
shrugged their shoulders and claimed
the late-game surge and ensuing victory
wasn't that unexpected. But they don't
know you like I do. This one had "turn
the season around, we're making a push
for the Tournament" written all over it.
Now it's gone.
I'm sorry, Al, but I'm done. And no, I
don't think we can be friends.
Zach Wielgus is the sports editor of The
Heights. He can be reached at sports©
bcheights.com.

Women's hockey aims to turn
season around in tournament
By

Tim Jablonski
For The Heights
This season hasn't gone much like theBoston College women's hockey team envisioned back when it
started lacing up its skates in October. After a 2009
campaign in which the team came within one goal of
the Frozen Four, expectations were obviously high for
the Eagles heading into 2010. The Eagles, however,
lost eight seniors to graduation, as well as starting
forward Kelli Stack and goaltender Molly Schaus to
the Winter Olympics.
With a roster loaded with underclassmen, the team
has struggled to a 5-13-9 record, including a 2-4 record against the other teams in the Beanpot. But, in
the most prestigious hockey tournament in Boston,
previous accomplishments mean essentially nothing.

BC-Harvard, B5

Florida State too big for BC A perfect
line change
By Daniel Popko
Heights Staff

In the long list of over-quoted sports
sayings is the adage that size wins basketball games. It's been said that when it gets
to March, a great guard can win you a game
or two, but a great big man can win you a

FloridaState

61

Boston College 57

By Raychel Kruper

For The Heights
A midseason change can often cause turmoil. It
disrupts chemistry or tampers with a successful, winning formula. That is not the case with the new line
comprised of Joe Whitney,
Boston College S
Brian Gibbons, and Cam At-

championship.
Saturday didn't
win a champion-

ship for Florida State, but once again,
size was the difference. In the 61-57 loss
to the Seminoles, Boston College was outrebounded by 17.
BC couldn't withstand the sheer height
and length of the FSU's frontcourt, and
every time a Seminole shot came off the
rim, it was nearly a 50/50 proposition as
to who would come down with the ball.
The Eagles grabbed 16 defensive boards to
Florida State's 15 offensive.
Trotting out to the opening tip in their
gold uniforms in front of an unusually exuberant Conte Forum crowd, the type often
reserved for Duke or North Carolina, BC
featured 6-10 Josh Southern, flanked by 6-8
Joe Trapani and 6-6 Corey Raji.
The Seminoles? They marched out the
man that caused NBA scouts to take the
rare trip to Chestnut Hill, 7-1 Solomon
Alabi. Both FSU forwards (Singleton,
6-9, and Ryan Reid, 6-8) outsized their

Providence

On Florida State'sopening possession,
Alabi was able to get free for a wide-open

INSIDE SPORTS
THIS ISSUE

kinson, which has practically

five games ago.
The Eagles came out firing once again in Friday
night's game against the Providence Friars at Kelley
Rink. The BC men's hockey team scored all five of
its goals for the night in the first period alone, and
held the Friars off for the remaining two periods to
clinch a 5-2 victory.
The last time the teams met, the final score was
4-1 in favor of the Eagles. More notably, however,
this game served as the debut of the new line of three
players, who together have proven to be a deadly
combination for the opposition to handle. In the Jan.
12Providence game, each of the three players added
a goal to the scoreboard. Atkinson and Gibbons also
contributed an assist each, and Whitney two assists
of his own, to lead the team to victory.
"[Atkinson] and Gibbons are both great players,
and we just like to feed off each other," Whitney said.
"If one guy is working hard, then I'm trying to work
just as hard, if not harder. As a unit, we feel if we work
hard every shift, good things will happen."
Since the line was formed five games ago, it has

match-ups.

See Height Advantage, B4

2

run the Boston College offense since it was formed

Whenever BC got under the basket, it was surrounded by the much tallerFSU.

Sneep holds down defense

The lone senior defenseman has kept the Boston
B5
College defense strong this year....

Jared Dudley remains a class act

Amid a slew of scandals in the sports world, the former
B2
BC star has not tarnished his record

See Line Change, B3

Outside the Locker Room
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BC takes down Rams for first win of season
By Tim

Jablonski

For The Heights
After dropping its season opener to Yale and
following up with a loss to Dartmouth, the Boston
College women's tennis team (1-2) responded with a
resounding 7-0 victory over the University ofRhode
Island on Sunday morning to earn its first victory
of the season.
Leading the team at first doubles, the freshman
tandem of Olga Khmylev and Alex Kelleher easily
took care of their opponents, 8-1, in an eight-game
pro set, helping the Eagles notch their first point
of the match and setting the tone for the rest of
the day. The Khmylev-Kelleher tandem has proven
to be a formidable pair thus far, going 3-0 in their
matches on the season.
"We have great chemistry," said Khymlev of

her partnership with Kelleher. The two started the
season at first doubles and have yet to disappoint.
"In any area that one of us is weak in, the other is
strong in," Kelleher said. "We complement each
other very well."
Khmylev and Kelleher also serve as the Eagles'
first and second singles players, and they continued
their early-season success later in the day. Matched
up against the Rams' top two players, both earned
straight set wins.
Following thelead set by the two fantasticfreshmen, the rest of the team rolled through the Rams.
Junior Katharine Atwell, sophomoreKatarina Gajic,
freshman Ina Kauppila, and senior Brittany Delaney
each earned victories in their singles matches to
contribute to the team's decisive victory. The team
was glad to get in the win column after two defeats
to start the season.
"It's good for us to get our first win," said head
coach Nigel Bentley. "We know that the competition will get significantly harder from here, but
anytime you get your first win of the season, it's a
great feeling."

In wake

On Saturday, the Eagles faced the Dartmouth Big
Green at the Weymouth Club, the team's home court
in Weymouth, Mass. Despite a win by Khmylev and
Kelleher at first doubles, the Big Green won thelone
point awarded for doubles after both their second
and third doubles teams defeated the Eagles' teams
of junior Jacqueline Mabatah, who played with
Attwell, and the Gajic-Kauppila pairing.
The Eagles lost the first two singles matches
as Khmylev could not pick up the win against

These past few months have not been kind
to the sports world, and not just for us Arizona
Cardinals fans, whose dashed championship hopes
were consoled by an embarrassing statistic: 2009
was the team's first 10-win season since 1976. More
importantly, however, is the alarming amount of
scandals that have sprung up inrecent months.
Think back to Thanksgiving. What began as a
suspicious, late-night joy ride gone wrong ended
in the world's greatest golfer losing his status as
the world's straightest arrow, becoming subject
to public scrutiny and disgust, losses of sponsorship, and an endless stream of cheap puns at his
expense ("A lion would never cheat on his wife,
but...").
With a few days left in 2009, Texas Tech football head coach Mike Leach drew headlines for
allegedly locking an injured player in a dark closet
for several hours. According to the player, sophomore wide receiver Adam James, Leach ordered
someone to stand guard outside the confined
space and threatened to kick James off the team if
he came out.
Less than two weeks into the New Year, former
slugger Mark McGwire admitted to using steroids
during his professional baseball career. No big
surprise, but the truth came out 10 years too late.
Thanks for "coming clean" now, Mark, after a
Congressional inquiry and a decade at the top of
one ofbaseball's most hallowed fists.
Add to the mix the juvenile behavior of Washington Wizards' star Gilbert Arenas and his teammate. Javaris Crittenton, who pulled unlicensed
firearms on each other in the locker room, and the
outlook on 2010 becomes depressingly bleak. Sure,
Charles Barkley asserts that kids should look to
parents and teachers in lieu of sports stars as role
models. But these guys seem to have lost touch
with reality. It's enough to make one feel pessimistic about the upcoming year.
Fortunately, there are athletes and coaches who
prove to be the exception to the ride.
It's times like these when we take comfort in
the class acts ofprofessional sports. These athletes fly largely under the radar, overlooked among
the aforementioned scandals and others like them,
appearing on the highlight reel rather than in a
mug shot. One of these players, Jared Dudley, is
one of our' own.
Dudley graduated with the class of 2007.
He was a four-year starter on the Eagles' men's
basketball team and served as co-captain his
senior year. Besides ranking fifth on the all-time
scorers list with 2,071 points, Dudley resides in
the top 10 in field goals, free throws, rebounding,

and steals. After his final season, he was named
the ACC Player of theYear over UNC's Tyler
Hansborough. Dudley's tenacious style of play and
gritty determinationearned him the nickname
"Junkyard Dog."
After graduating from BC, the Charlotte Bobcats took Dudley in the first round of the draft. He
was traded back and forth between the Bobcats
and the Phoenix Suns between 2008 and 2009,
and he is now playing for the Suns this season as a
power forward. I got the opportunity to meet Dud-

Epee, Fencing

What are your goals?
I'd like to -qualify for
NCAA regionals.

When did you start fenc-

ing?

summer before
ninth grade, as a way to

4

What's your favorite
meal on campus?
General Gau's chicken
with Peking ravioli from
Lower.

IVee throws attempted by the men's
basketball team against FSU, marking the lowest total during Al Skinner's tenure as head coach.

What's your favorite
movie?
Happy Gilmore. It's a classic. I grew up with it. And,
I used to play hockey.

Swimmers for the women's swim
team that finished in first place in

SHORT

The Heights caught up with Brian
Like, a sophomore fencer fromMichigan,
about his season, favorite meal on
campus, and 'Happy Gilmore.'

ley after the S.uns played the Heat on Jan. 8 in my
hometown of Phoenix, as a part of Boston College
Night, an event for BC students and alumni.
After the game, we Eagles were ushered down
below the stands, escorted to a roped-off area, and
waited for Dudley outside the locker room. When
he.finally arrived, we burst into applause. He
circulated the crowd of about 50 alumni, students,
friends, and family for a half hour or so, smiling
the entire time. Dudley signed every autograph,
took every picture, and answered every question

Numbers to Know

LockerRm

Brian Like

keep in shape.

"It was a close match. There were a few close
points that went their way, and those were really
the deciding factors in the match." Kelleher said.
"We played hard and were definitely close to getting a win."
With their first win of the season, the Eagles
will look to build a winning streak this weekend,
with matches at Brown on Thursday and home
matches against Memphis and Harvard on Friday
and Saturday. \u25a0

a nervous freshman could think of about his time
at BC. He talked and laughed with everyone who
approached him.
It's comforting to know that despite the scandals and controversies, we still have class acts like
Jared Dudley starring on the court, field, or ice,
keeping their noses clean.

Robert T. Baliant is a freshman in the College ofArts
(3 Sciences. He can be reached at sports@bcheights.
com.

Jared Dudley, who finished his BC career with 2,071 total points and the ACC Player of the Year award in 2007, is a class act both on and off the court for the

Outsidethe

I started the

Dartmouth's Molly Scott at first singlesand Kelleher
lost a close match to Sarah Leonard. After losses
the first, two losses, the Eagles kept the match competitive with wins by Gajie and Atwell at third and
fourth singles, respectively. The Eagles finally lost
the match after tough defeats for Mabatah and
Delaney in the final two singles slots. Despite the
loss, Kelleher still felt that the Eagles showed that
they can play and will improve over the course of
the season.

ofsports' scandals, Dudley stands above the rest

Robert T. Balint

INSPORT

Freshman Alex Kelleher leads the team at first doubles along with fellow freshman Olga Khmylev. Khmylev and Kelleher also start at first and second singles for the Eagles.

What's your favorite
class?
I liked "Western Cultural
Tradition" with Professor
Botwinik. We talked about
a lot of philosophy and
theology, and I don't get
a lot of that in my science
curriculum.

Phoenix'suns?

Game to Watch
Men's Hockey

10

their respective races in BC's 176-78
victory over Brandeis.

8
Consecutive games in which forward
Cam Atkinson has scored a goal for
the men's hockey team.

The 56th annual Beanpot kicks off Monday
night at the TD Garden, with BC matching
up with Harvard in the first round. The No. 14
Eagles are the only team ranked in this year's
tournament, while the Crimson post a 5-llr3
record. BC, led by forward Cam Atkinson, has
already defeated Harvardonce this season. The
winner of this game moves on to face Northeastern or BU in the championship.
Monday, 5 p.m.
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Defense down, but not out
By Zach Wielgus
Sports Editor
Just, one minute and 39 seconds into
the first period. Providence's David Cavauagh beat Boston College goaltender
John Muse five-hole to knot the score at

one goal apiece.
But for the next 54 minutes and 11

seconds, nothing else happened for the
Friars in the No. 14 Eagles' 5-2 victory
Friday night, thanks in large part to a
stellar defensive effort from Muse and
the six rotating defenscmen.
Without starters Tommy Cross and
Patrick Wey on the ice due to injury,
the BC defense has been noticeably
thin in the past few contests and was
somewhat exposed in the 5-4 overtime
loss to BU and 3-1 loss to UMass Lowell
last weekend. A spirited effort from the
remaining four starters, as well as limited
but crucial minutes from sophomore
Malcohn Lyles and freshman Patch Alber, however, held Providence to 21 total
shots and virtually no opportunities to
score for the bulk of the game.
"We are surviving that hit pretty
good for having two quality defensemen
down," said head coach Jerry York. "Guys
have stepped in and been pretty solid."
The Friars opened the first period
with a barrage of shots, registering three
in the first 40 seconds. Although Muse
was able to stop all three attempts, he
was caught out of position a minute
later following a turnover deep in BC's
zone. Providence's Jordan Kremyr stole
the puck away from an Eagle defender
and sent it to the top of the left circle,
where Cavanagh was waiting. His quick
shot slid right under Muse's legs to light
the lamp and kill BC's remarkably early
lead.
After that, though, the Eagles settled
down. They gave up only four more shots
for the rest of the period and frustrated
the Providence offense by controlling
possession and thwarting any chance it
had to find a clean look.
"They made a good play on their
first goal," York said. "That was a good
answer for our first goal, and I thought
they were a lot more aggressive in this
game than [when they played us] previously. We withstood that and came back
for another goal."
That other goal and three more following it - certainly helped the Eagles'
dinunished defense. Before the first 20
minutes expired, five BC goals would be

scored by four different players, placing
in a 5-1 hole entering the
first intermission. While the effective
offensive output helped alleviate the
pressure on a weakened back line, the
forwards recognized that those five goals
would not have been possible without a
stalwart defense.
"I think the defense did a great job
getting the forwards the puck," said
forward Joe Whitney, who had a goal and
two assists. "We all know offense starts
with defense. "They did a great job with
breaking pucks out tonight, and they
gave us a chance to do something in the
offensive zone and make some plays. I
thought the 'D' played great tonight."
Instead of experiencing an offensive retaliation from the Friars in the
subsequent periods, the Eagle defense
stood strong against any attack and
confined Providence to only six shots in
the second period and just eight in the
third. It also killed all three ofthe Friars'
penalties and contributed two assists on
the night.
The strong effort could not havebeen
accomplished without the sohd play of
Muse, who tallied 19 saves and refused

Providence

to fall into a lull

despite the large lead.
The junior goaltender turned in his
fourth straight game with two goals or
less allowed, bettering his goals-againstaverage to 2.61 and securing a long-term
spot in the starting lineup.
"Right now, we're going to ride a hot
goalie for a while," York said. "I think
John is playing the best of our goaltenders, so we are going to ride with John for
a while. [Freshman goaltender]
Parker
[Milner] has not played Iris last game
for us, but right now we will go with the
hot goaltender, and I think John gives
us that."
Muse was especially instrumental in
the opening minute when he preserved
the scoreless tie by stopping three close
shots, and he continued to control the
pace of play and make acrobatic saves
when called upon throughout the game.
Although he let another get by him with
almost four minutes to play, he stayed
alert throughout the contest and helped
an adjusting defense.
Often the unsung heroes of a win, the
BC defense illustrated that even when
they're not at full strength, little gets
by them. \u25a0

Junior John Muse turned in anothersolid outing Friday, stopping 19 pucks against Providence.
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THE TALENT.

PWE PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITIES.

Shuffled line paves
way for hot offense
Line Change, from Bl
accounted for 10 goals and 16 assists. Tins
line alone is accountable for just under
half of the team's recorded goals within
the five-game period, and has collectively
lit up the ice.
"They really arc a dynamic line," said
head coach Jerry York. "Even in the two
losses to BU and Lowell, they weren't at
the top of their game, but they were still
factors in the game. I expect certainly they
will be even better as the year goes on."
In Friday night's game, the line again
demonstrated its dominance as Atkinson
notched two goals and one assist, Whitney added a score and two assists, and
Gibbons had two assists, creating a vast
amount ofoffensive play.
Whitney's goal came at 5:36 on a steal
from Gibbons, who whipped the puck
across the ice to Whitney's stick. The
junior forward buried the puck into the
upper net on a one-time strike.
Atkinson contributed lus first goal on
a power play at 11:53. He then recorded
his final tally at 17:47 on a sequence that
started out of the defense. Philip Samuelsson began the play in the defensive
zone and sent a pass to Whitney, who
found Atkinson at the blue line on the
opposite side of the ice. Atkinson then
carried the puck, juked past the Friars'

-
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Junior Joe Whitney added another goal and two assists to his totals since joining a new line.

Future Leaders Internship Program are
attracting, developing and rewarding the
best students. Our leadership development
programs can truly launch your career by
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offering meaningful opportunities for
professional growth and success in:
"

?
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Finance

'

Technology

Marketing

?

Actuarial

*

Human Resources
«

Service & Operations

?

Claims

*

Underwriting

PHILIP FRAZER

The two most successful teams in African history met in the final for the Africa Cup of Nations
yesterday, as an in-form Egypt captured its third
straight continental championship with a 1-0 victory over Ghana in Luanda, the capital of Angola.
Both teams played in their ninth African final,
and between them, they have won the competi
tion 10 out of the 26 times it has been held. While
Egypt won its third consecutive title in the competition, the events that have unfolded off the field
have made more headlines than the actual soccer.
Before the first match was played, the Togo team
bus was attacked by machine-gun-wielding separatist fighters in the Angolan province ofCabinda.
Three people died and several more were injured as
a result of the attack.
Togo pulled out of the competition after the
tragedy, and many more teams considered doing
likewise amid fears for the safety of the teams and
staff. The Cup has proceeded without incident
since, but the event is a stark reminder to the
international community of the security issues
that exist in Africa, a topic under serious scrutiny
considering the World Cup is to be held in South
Africa this summer. The random nature of the Togo
bus attack raises serious concerns over the ability
of the security forces to deal with such threats.
In the English Premier League, Chelsea won a
close game against Burnley to go one point clear at
the top of the table with a game in hand. Chelsea captain John Terry sealed the victory with an
emphatic header just seven minutes from full time.
Terry has been under fire this week after allegations of infidelity were made by an English newspaper, and there is

?

speculation that his England

captaincy might be under threat.

Challenging assignments

"

generated multiple opportunities on

which the Eagles capitalized.
For a line that is only five games old,
it is playing as if it were formed years
ago.

\u25a0

Tragedyfor Togo highlights
international soccer update

-

The Hanover Future Leaders Program and The

defenseman, and slid the puck home past
Providence goaltender Alex Beaudry. The
strong offensive attack was enough to
chase the Friars' starting goaltender out
of the net by the end of the first period.
Despite its many successes in the
contest, no one line can make the entire
difference in a game. Instead, the true attack starts in the back. I think the defense
did a great job getting the forwards the
puck," Whitney said. "We allknow offense
starts with defense. They did a great job
with breaking pucks out tonight, and they
gave us a chance to do something in the
offensive zone and make some plays."
The sheer number of assists that the
line has racked up in its time together
demonstrates the truly selfless attitude
with which Whitney, Atkinson, and Gibbons play. "It's unselfish play. The puck
doesn't stay on the tape very long,". York
said.
Throughout the game, the line did
a good job at passing the puck around,
keeping it constantly moving and rarely
holding it for more than a few seconds.
The hue's style of play caused the Friars
defense to shift out of position, which

Aston Villa continued its strong campaign,
registering a 2-0 win over a well-organized Fulham
team. Gabriel Agbonlahor scored twice for Villa,
and, if his good form continues, he will force
himself into contention for a spot on the England
World Cup roster.
Manchester United is four points up on Arsenal
after defeating the Gunners, 3-1, at Emirates
Stadium yesterday. England star Wayne Rooney
scored his 100th career Premier League goal in the
win and continues to make a case to supplant Terry
as the national team captain if manager Fabio Capello decides to make a change. The Red Devils are
rounding into form after a tough first few months.
They are undefeated in their last six league games,
including five wins by at least two goals each.
Barcelona has opened up a five-point lead over'
Real Madrid in La Liga with a 1-0 win against
an average Sporting Gijon side. Pedro Rodriguez
scored the winner, saving Barca blushes after a
catalogue of missed chances throughout the match.
Real Madrid kept up the chase, beating Deportivo
La Corima, 3-1, Saturday. Karim Benzema struck
twice and Estcban Granero once, securing Madrid
an easy but significant victory.
Italy's Serie A table shows Inter Milan in first,
leading AC Milan by nine points a large spread
this early in the season. Inter is unbeaten in its
last six games and, under the guidance offormer
Chelsea manager Jose Moiu-inho, is proving a difficult team to break down and overcome. AC Milan
will need a win this weekend for a morale boost
after a tough loss in its last match, and its strikers
will need to find some goal-scoring form if it is to
-

catch Inter.
Philip Frazer is a senior in the College of Arts
ences. He can be reached

S3 Sci-

at sporls@bcheights.com.
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Aston Villa's Gabriel Agbonlahor notched both goals in its 2-0 win over Fulham Saturday, continuing a strong season
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Crucial final minute proves troublesome
By Adam Rose
For The Heights

For the second time in three games,
the Boston College men's basketball
team fell to its opponent in the last
minute. "Whoever made that push at the
end of the game was going to win, and we
knew that," said forward Joe Trapani. It
was visiting Florida State who made the
last minute count, scoring seven points
to steal a 61-57 win.
BC, meanwhile, committed two turnovers and missed the front end of a free
throw. A last-ditch 3-pointer by Reggie
Jackson with 10 seconds remaining cut
the Seminole lead to two points, 59-57.
Derwin Kitchen sank his two free throws
to seal the win, as BC was unable to get
a shot off in the waning seconds.
The Eagles led for much of the game
and played solidly on defense. BC instituted a new press against Miami on
Jan. 19, and it has been using it more
frequently ever since. During the win
over Clemson, the Eagles forced six
steals and 13 total turnovers. "That
press has given us new energy on 'D,'"
Trapani said.
It was more of the same against the
Seminoles, as they continued the defensive pressure and grabbed five steals
to tally 14 total turnovers. "We're really
starting to communicate well defensively," said forwardRakixn Sanders. The
junior turned in his best performance
since being injured against St. Joseph's
on Nov. 20, leading the Eagles with 17
points and registering one steal against
FSU.
BC's tough defense broke down late
as Kitchen made Florida State's only
3-pointer of the day with 43.9 seconds
left to take the lead for the Seminoles.
Following a turnover in the paint,
Florida State beat most of the Eagles
down the floor, and Kitchen lurked just
beyond the arc. He received the pass
and fired true.
"Kitchen had a wide-open shot, and
he made it," said head coach Al Skinner.
Florida State attempted 13 shots from
beyond the arc in the game, and though
it only made one, it came at a crucial
time. "Ithink that 3-pointer was kind of
a backbreaker for us," Trapani said.
The Eagles faced a tough battle down
low against the 'Noles, who featured 72 Solomon Alabi who contributed 16
points, six rebounds, and three blocks
as well as two forwards who exceeded
6-8 in height.
"They're a tall team, and we were tryirig to attack the basket and draw some
fouls," Trapani said.
The game got very physical, but Florida State kept its fouls down and only
sent the Eagles to the line four times.
"It's unusual that there were only four
free throws in a college basketball game,"
Skinner said. Those four trips to the line
marked the program's lowest total since
he became the head coach.
BC, however, sent Florida State to
the line 16 times, and the Seminoles
converted 10 of those chances. One of
those trips to the charity stripe came
with 1:16 left when an official called
a controversial blocking foul on BC's
Cortney Dunn.
"Players should determine the outcome of the game, and I'm not sure that
was the case tonight," Skinner said.
Dunn's foul came with two seconds left
on the shot clock and sent Ryan Reid to
-

While at times Corey Raji and Boston College soared over the taller Florida State squad (left), there were instances when the Eagles could not muster any offense against the Seminoles (right).

Seminoles' size traps Eagles

the line. Reid converted the front end of
a one-and-one before FSU.grabbed the
rebound on the back end.
In a game that Trapani described as
"offensively dull," Skinner had nothing
but praise for his bench, a group that
has come under fire at times this season
for lack ofproduction. "That's the thing
that I'm most happy about," Skinner

said. "Our level of play hasn't fallen off
just because we've gone to our bench. In
fact, sometimes it's lifted us."
The scoring for the bench started
off slow with only two points in the first
half, but at the end ofthe game it added
another 17 for a total 0f.19 points for the
day. They also contributed 35 points
against Clemson on Wednesday.
Despite a strong defensive effort
and promising bench play, the Eagles
could not overcome another paltry offensive performance. BC scored a mere
57 points, marking the fifth time it has
failed to score 60. The Eagles now hold
an 0-5 record when scoring less than 60
points this season.
"It's been a tough stretch, but we're
going to stay positive," Sanders said.
Skinner reiterated at theend of his press
conference that he thought his team put
itself in a position to win, but he felt a
lot offrustration toward some of the of-

ficiating. "You don't want to have to look
at stripes to win the game," he said. \u25a0

Height Advantage, from Bl
jam. That was the theme early in the
game. BC would have to rotate on penetration, Alabi would be open on the
backside, and before long, Trapani would
be picking the ball up for the inbounds.
Despite the valiant effort of Southern,
BC was forced to go to the bench early
for Cortney Dunn. Even though he was
called BC's "best defensive center" by
Eagles head coach Al Skinner, Dunn gave
up five inches to Alabi.
Alabi often found himself matched
up on much smaller players like Trapani,
Raji, or Rakim Sanders. Alabi, just 250
pounds despitehis frame, was effectively
fronted in the post or even moved off the
block by BC's team defense.
No longer able to just Hush the ball
home at will, Alabi was forced to rely
on his still unpolished post game. For
every hookshot over Dunn that touched
notliing on its way through the net, there
was an off-balanced fade away, despite
towering over his defender.

When Alabi tried to go up soft, the
smaller Eagles were able to cause problems. Trapani blocked him early in the

Clough Center Lecture Series
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witii the Delegation Generalc de I'Alliance Francaise aux Etats-Unis,
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to
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game, and Dunn swatted a layup attempt
off the backboard, leading to a Raji layup
at the other end, to give BC its last lead
of the game, 54-53.
. Even when Alabi didn't get a touch,
his sheer size was problematic for the
defense. After a crucial Reggie Jackson
turnover in the lane caused a breakout
for FSU with the game tied at 54, Alabi
and Reid beat most of the Eagles down
the floor. In the confusion, Kitchen came
unmarked down the left wing and drained
a wide open 3-pointer, Florida State's
first after starting the game zero for 12.
"It was one of those games where
whoever made thelast big play was probably going to win the game
and that
3-pointer was a back breaker," Trapani
said. "I thought we played good defense,
for the most part."
With the outside shots not falling and
the favorable match-ups inside, Florida
State managed to pound the paint for 36
points. The Eagles managed 26 points in
the paint, six of which came when Trapani
was able to weave in between the big men
and get his hand on the ball for a quick
tip-in.
Raji, one of the premier offensive
...

rebounders in the conference at 3.4 per
game, was unable to get anything going
despite working tirelessly on the glass.
His ability to get position oITBC misses
usually nets the Eagles a bucket or two per
game at minimum, but against the Seminoles, Raji managed just four boards, all
on the defensive end. By late in the second halfyhc looked tired and was visibly
frustrated at every rebound that landed
in the hands of Florida State. .
"We've just got to make a couple of
more plays at the end," Skinner said.
"We have to play better to give ourselves
a chance."
But in the end, they couldn't do anything against the size of Florida State.
Even when they weren't blocking shots,
the presence of Alabi and friends was
enough to cause problems in the paint.
Jackson had two turnovers in the last
52 seconds trying to get to the rim. Attempting to account for the size of the
Senrinoles on defense opened up looks
for other players and numerous offensive
rebounds.
Size might not be everything in basketball, but on Saturday, it was just
enough.

\u25a0

BC rebounds over Miami
By

Robert T. Balint
For The Heights
As the members of the women's basketball
team crashed through the Boston College banner
and jogged onto the court Sunday afternoon, they
knew that they were in a
Boston College 72
must-win situation. With

Miami
64
the postseason looming and
conference play bearing down, head coach Sylvia
Crawley's team delivered in a commanding fashion,
cruising to a 72-64 win over the visiting Miami
Hurricanes (14-7. 2-5 ACC).
"'Tins is a huge win for us," Crawley said. "Bigger
than any other win we've had because we learned
how to finish."
The Eagles (12-10. 3-4 ACC) snapped a threegame losing streak with Sunday's victory. Crawley
credited the turnaround to what she calls the "killer
instinct": the ability to continue making plays and
to soundly pul the opponent away.
"Normally we wouldn't be able to stop their run
and lose a game like tonight, but I thought the killer
instinct kicked in, we executed to perfection, and we
were able to pull out the win," Crawley said.
Center Carolyn Swords and guard Briltanny
Johnson bothreached double digits in the first half,
entering halftime with 10 points apiece. The teams
traded the lead four times, with the Hurricanes
leading by as many as five points.
With 2:24 remaining in the half, freshman guard
Kerri Shields came in oil' the bench with the score
tied at 24.
"They were playing offof our point guard a little
bit, so we put in Kerri, who has a scorer's mentality," Crawley said.
Shields wasted no tune, draining back-to-back
shots from beyond the arc. Johnson followed with
a 3-pointer of her own. breaking the tie and propelling the Eagles to a nine-point lead. With three
seconds remaining. Johnson fouled Miami guard
Diane Barnes, who sank both free throws, drawing
the Hurricanes to within seven points, down 33-26

going into the second half.
The Eagles came onto the court after halftime
with their killer instincts fully employed. Swords
controlled the paint throughout the half, scoring
14 points and grabbing seven rebounds. Johnson
added another six points in the second half to finish with a gamc-liigh total of 16. BC led by as many
as 13 points and continued scoring throughout the
half, allowing the team to cruise to victory.
"Brittanny's in a good place right now. She's
playing like a senior who doesn't want it to end,"
Crawley said. Johnson attributed her quality performance in part to fellow teammates Swords and
forward Stefanie Murphy.
"I'm very lucky to play with people like Carolyn
and Murph," Johnson said. "I really thought they
did a great job passing out of double teams, so I
got my threes, and then clearing out the lane when

I was driving."
Murphy pulled down an additional six boards for
the Eagles, and with her 10 points, joined Swords,
Murphy, and guard Mickel Picco in reaching double
digits. Picco scored 12points and dished six assists
in 37 minutes of playing time.
The win comes at a critical juncture in the
season forBC's team, as all remaining games have
ACC tournament implications. The Eagles' last
six games were all played against ACC opponents,
including a hard 68-65 loss to Clemson Friday.
Murphy scored 19 points and added 15rebounds in
that game, but BC let a 10-point lead going into the
second half slip away in a hearlbreaker. Tiger April
Parker shot a pair of free throws in the final seconds
to put away the Eagles. Clemson's Shaniqua Pauldo
led the way with a game-high 24 points.
The outcomes of the past two games are perfect
examples both of how important it is for Crawley's
team to maintain that killer instinct and how impressive the results can be when they do.
"We're going to approach every game with 100
percent," Johnson said after the win. "We just want
to play with the mentality that wc have nothing to
lose."

\u25a0
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Sneep leads defense through injury crisis
By Paul

Sulzer

good seasons. But the bottom line is we can still win

Asst. Sports Editor

games without

The ongoing injury crisis on the Boston College
blue line has forced the Eagle defense to adjust to
new personnel on the fly. With Patrick Wey (broken
wrist) and Tommy Cross (sprained MCL) sidelined,
the Eagles have worked reserves Malcolm Lyles and
Patch Alber into the rotation while asking the four
remaining regular defenders to play more minutes
than they're used to. The team has been working
on conditioning during practice to help the regulars
adapt to the extra ice time.
"Obviously it hurts not to have those guys," said
Carl Sneep, the lone senior defenseman. "They've
played a lot of solid minutes. They've both had really

them."
The Eagles have struggled without Wey and
Cross, though. Since Wey injured his wrist in the
second period against Denver on Jan. 2, BC is 3-4,
including two losses to rival Boston University. Because the Eagles are still figuring out the best way
to mix their regulars and replacements, the defense
has looked tired at the end of the games.
As Lyles, a sophomore, and Alber, a freshman,
gain more experience, that should change. Alber, in
particular, has looked more confident, boldly transitioning from offense to defense and back again with
the poise of a veteran.
Lyles and Alber have huge skates to fill literally. All six ofBC's regular defenders are at least six
-

feet tall, and all but Edwin Shea weigh at least 198
pounds. Lyles is 5-10,177. Alber is 5-10,170.
Sneep has been paired with Lyles on the back
line and has helped ease his shift to regular playing
time. While Lyles still makes mistakes, he's making
fewer with each game's experience. Sneep deserves
some of the credit for his improvement, expertly
tailoring his game to Lyles' skills. Head coach Jerry
York has leaned on Sneep heavily this season, and
the senior said that he relishes the opportunity to
mentor younger players.
"Coming into the season, I knew it was going to
be a lot of responsibility to help the younger guys
learn," Sneep said. "It's helped me out a lot that all
the freshmen have come in and adapted well to the
game.

"I like to lead by example, just try to go out there
and set thebar, show them how to play, and hopefully
they'll come along. If they ask me questions, I try to
give them tips on how to handle situations."
One way Sneep leads by example is by balancing
offensive and defensive duties. Over the summer,
he worked on his skating, his strength, and his shot
to become a more complete player. He has emerged
as one of the most aggressive players in the Hockey
East without spending much time in the penalty
box, a paradox that demonstrates his maturity and
awareness. In 23 games this season, Sneep has only
been penalized eight times for a total 16 minutes.
Lyles, meanwhile, has been sent to the box seven
times for 14 minutes in just seven games.
"I like to pride myself on being a well-rounded
defenseman, not just a one-way offensive or defensive guy," he said. "My role is, mostly, to be a solid
defensive player. But I like to chip in offensively when
I get a chance, too."
With a career-high six goals this year, he has
provided the extra attacking presence the Eagles
need. He's looked especially comfortable on the
power play, launching slap shots every chance he
gets. Although he hasn't scored a goal in his last 10
games, Sneep has created chances for his teammates
with his improved puck handling and smart passing.
He has three assists over the past five games.
"I'vebeen a lot more comfortable with the puck,"
Sneep said. "I've been shooting more. In the last
few games, I've actually struggled to get the puck
in the net. Hopefully I can get back to scoring some
more goals."

Sneep has becomeone of the highest scoring defensemen in Hockey East by aggressivelyattacking on the offensive end. He leads BC in goals, assists, and points among defensemen.

Even without the scoring punch Sneep provided
earlier in the season, the Eagles appear to be on the
upswing after losing two frustrating games to BU
and UMass Lowell last weekend. They thoroughly
dominated Providence, 5-2, Friday night. The defense held the Eriars to 21 shots, as BC built some
momentum heading into tonight's Beanpot matchup with Harvard.
More importantly, the game was completely in
BC's control as the third period was winding down.
A lucky bounce or a bad break would not have had
any bearing on the final outcome. The Eagles have
been trying all season to play these kinds of games,
which Sneep said York calls "no-doubters," but
haven't had much success in doing so recently. Despite their 3-5 record since Jan. 1, the Eagles have
defeated their opponents by at least three goals in
each of their victories. That's as clear a sign as any
that the Eagles are becoming a more consistently
dominant team. \u25a0

Men enter tournament as favorite
Men's Beanpot, from Bl
College trounced Providence,
5-1, Friday night. With a little
momentum

now on their side,

the

Eagles look forward to using the
tournament as a way to make sure

Allie Thunstrom and the Eagles are quietlyconfident heading into the Beanpot

BC readies for 'Pot
BC-Harvard, from Bl
"Going into the Beanpot, records are thrown out and it's a
complete free for all," said senior
Allie Thunstrom. "Every team
wants to be the best in Beantown.
No two games matter as much as
these two."
While they enter the 32nd edition of the competition on a fivegame losing streak, the Eagles
are itching to prove that they can
compete with some of women's
hockey's finest, starting with their
match against Harvard tomorrow
night in Cambridge.
The Eagles have been very successful recently in the Beanpot,
winning three out of the last four
titles, including last year's 1-0
victory over Harvard in the final.
"Being defending champs is
definitely a big motivating factor
to keep the Beanpot with us, because obviously everyone's going
to be twice as motivated to take
it from us," said senior captain

Tracy Johnson.
Despite the losses, the Eagles
have been competitive with some
of the best teams in women's
hockey. They earned four points
in a home-and-home series with
No. 8 Connecticut and skated
to a draw against No. 2 Clarkson in their second game of the
season.
With Thunstrom and freshman
Ashley Motherwell leading the
offense, and freshman Corinne
Boyles in net, the Eagles look to
prove they can hang with hockey's

elite.
While the graduation of so
many upperclassmen has certainly affected the Eagles, the team
also lost two of its best players
to a tournament with even more
prestige than the Beanpot. Stack
and Schaus are taking a redshirt
year because they were selected to

play for the U.S. women's national
team in the Winter Olympics.
Schaus turned in one of the
greatest performances in college
hockey history during the 2007
Beanpot, recording an NCAA-record 73 saves in a triple-overtime
win in the semifinals against Har-

vard. The Eagles used that win
as the catalyst for a second-half
run that took the team all the way
to the Frozen Four. This year's
squad is looking to make a similar
statement.

"We've forgotten what it feels
like to win because of all the ties,"
Johnson said. "This Beanpot is
so huge for our season, because
it will give us a boost for the rest
the season. We've competed with
thebest teams in the Hockey East
and feel like we can make some
noise in the tournament."
The Eagles' first chance to
turn their season around comes
against No. 7 Harvard (12-5-4),
which boasts wins against top 10
teams UConn, Minnesota, and
Providence. Led by junior Kate
Buesser (23 points), the Crimson
have won four of their last five
games. The Eagles have defeated
Harvard the last two times they
have faced off in the Beanpot.
On the other side of the
bracket, traditional powers No.
9 Northeastern (16-5-4) and No.
18 Boston University (10-8-9) will
battle for a slot in the tournament
final. Both squads will prove to be
a tough opponentfor BC, should it
reach the championship game, to
be played on Tuesday, Feb. 9.
Historically, Harvard and
Northeastern have owned the
Beanpot, with 25 titles between
them. BC, however, has dominated recently, going 7-1 in the
tournament since 2006. If they
can continue that success, the
Eagles could jumpstart a season
that is slipping away. \u25a0

their skates stay on track.
"It's such a unique event, and
there's such a great history to it,"
said head coach Jerry York. "It's
such a key ingredient to go on to
win in February and March and
April. So it's a great test in the
middle of the winter."
Going into the tournament,
the Eagles are the only squad
to boast a winning record. Their
opponent in the first round, the
Harvard Crimson, holds the worst
record among Beanpot teams at
5-11-3,.but BC recognizes that
this ultimately indicates nothing.
This is especially true given that
Harvard enters the tournament
as one of the hottest teams, with
a 3-1-1 record over its past five
games.

"[Head coach Ted Donato]
has got Harvard playing so much
better than they were earlier when
we played them," York said. "Just
look at their recent scores."
While the Crimson come in
riding a winning streak, the Eagles will skate into the Beanpot
on quite a different note. After
coasting to an undefeated record
in the month of December, BC.
hit a rough patch of ice and has
gone 3-5 since then, so the Eagles
know that their first-round match
against Harvard will not be an
easy one.

Last season, when the two

teams met in the consolation
game, BC came back from a goal
down on three separate occasions
before finally coming out on top,
4-3. in the dwindling seconds of
the game. More recently, the first
time the teams faced one another
this season in Cambridge, the
Eagles barely skated away with a

3-2 victory.
"They're a tough club," Price
said.
"They don't quit," added assistant captain Ben Smith. "They're
a hard working team, and they put
a lot of pressure on you."
On the offensive side of the
puck, the Eagles are looking to
utilize their speed, but they do
not want that to lead to careless
errors.

"We're a really quick team,"
Price said. "It's not always about
that zero-to-60 speed, though.
Sometimes it's just about the
closing speed in their D-zone,
or skating to win battles on the
forecheck."
BC will look to Smith, Cam
Atkinson, Joe Whitney, and Brian
Gibbons to help spark the offense,
as they have all season long.
Atkinson has a team-leading 16
goals on the season, and Gibbons
has a team-leading 19 assists.
On the defensive side of the
ice, the Eagles are worn a little
thin due to injuries to freshman
Patrick Wey and sophomore
Tommy Cross. Wey is out for the
long haul, and Cross, although
recovering faster than expected, is
unlikely to play in the first round
of the Beanpot. That puts added
pressure on sophomore Edwin

Shea, and especially on senior
Carl Sneep. Freshmen defensemen
Brian Dumoulin and Philip Samuelsson will also see considerable
playing time.
"The four players that play
on a regular basis will play. Then
we'll spot the two walk-on players, Malcolm [Lyles] and Patch
[Alber]," York said. "They'll
play, hopefully, six to 10 minutes.
The rest will play closer to 20, so
it'll be a four-man rotation, with
spotting two players."
Without question, the main
threats the Eagles' defense will
have to worry about containing are captain Alex Biega and
freshman Louis Leblanc. Biega
assisted on one of Harvard's
goals and then scored the other
in its 3-2 loss to the Eagles back
in early December. Leblanc leads
his team in scoring with nine goals
and seven assists.
If BC hopes to come out of the
first round with a win, it knows that
it needs to finish off games, which
is something they have struggled
with since the new year began.
Three of the Eagles' five losses
were by one goal, and in their loss
to UMass Lowell, they had two of
their goals called back.
"We found out that being close
isn't good enough," Price said.
"We can't make some of those big
mental mistakes. We've discussed
that, and we've addressed that,
and we've moved on as a team."
Between the Eagles' January
woes and the general uniqueness
of the tournament, the Beanpot
is a wide-open race this season.
But if the Eagles can get past

the first round, either BU or
Northeastern awaits. While both
teams are hovering around the
.500 mark on the year, they have
been impressive heading into the
tournament. Since the start of
the new year, BU has won five of
its last seven games, including
two straight against the Eagles.
Northeastern has won five of its

last eight, including wins against
Vermont and UMass Lowell.
While the Eagles aren't looking any further thanHarvard, they
admit that if they win, it doesn't
matter who they play.
"I honestly couldn't care less,"
Price said. "If we're fortunate
enough to play a good game
[against Harvard] and get to
the championship, then whoever
stands in our way is gonna have to
deal with us. And whether it's BU
or Northeastern, that's up to them
to decide, but either way it makes
no difference to us."
What does matter, especially
to the four seniors on the team,
is winning another Beanpot. The
last time they did that, in 2008,
they proceeded to go to the National Championship and win,
just as BU did last season.
"As a senior," Smith said, "you
want to go out on top."
"We are playing pretty well,
but we have to find thekey to win
some close

games," York said. "We
gotta find that key. It's in a drawer
somewhere. So we're gonna keep
on opening those drawers."
If they open enough drawers and find the right one quick
enough, they might just find a
Beanpot trophy inside. \u25a0

in his past 18 games.
After failing to score a goal in his firstfive games this season, sophomore forward Cam Atkinson has found the back of the net 16 times
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World Record:
London, England

buy as much alcohol as possible in order to
have thebest night, every night. All of which
has proven to be true.
We have had to change our typical
The United Kingdom, otherwise known
drinking habitsbecause we college students
as "Europeanized America," "America
Junior #2" (after Canada), or "America have yet to find Solo cups or cases ofbeer.
with an Accent." My culture shock is not We know immediately when British students get excited about "those big red cups"
one that rivals that of my counterparts in
Beying besides the accent, there are many or "huge cubes ofbeer" in American movies
that we are just weeks into a five-month
similarities between things that are Ameridrought. Liquor is expensive because ramcan and things that are British. At the same
time, London has proven to be far stranger
pant alcoholism has forced high taxes upon
the popular drink. Two-liter plastic bottles
than I could have ever imagined.
Upon arriving in London, my BC comof Strongbow alcoholic cider provide a
rades and I were excited to take part in suitable alternative to 40's, prompting the
the pub scene. The number of bars and intuitive proposal of an "Edward Strongclubs we have run into over the course of bow Hands" drinking competition. I am
pleasedto report that the craziest night out
several weeks is staggering, and illustrates
in London so far included American-style
how having a pint is a centerpiece of British life. In our ventures, we soon realized drinking games, much to the entertainthat pubs are filled with adults, and that ment of our European suite-mates. Some
Englishmen have told us we should not
they close by 11. Bars and clubs are more
receptive to our generation; they stay open imbibe so much before heading out, which
as late as 6 a.m. and often feature heavily we agree to do as soon as they abolish
discounted student nights. Following these their £10 ($l6) cover charges.
In Boston, I was getting a little tired of
around can ensure American-style partying
any day of the week. Having a student ID
the extremely efficientsnow and ice-removand being American has actually helpedus al from streets and sidewalks, a process that
enter some clubs on more exclusive nights.
often forced students to attend lectures
Bouncers believe that Americans love to live in even the most severe of weather. Luckon credit, disregard the exchangerate, and ily, London is crippled at the mere sight

of white, showing they are no better than
home sweet home, Virginia, at coping with
mere centimeters of powder. Although the
temperatures are generally slightly warmer
than Boston's, I do not know the London
sky without clouds. After being here for 18
days, I have seen the sun twice, and only
for an hour or so at a time. However, I did
see my first sunset a few days ago. It was

By

Sam Prendergast
For The Heights

-

-

glorious.
British humor has finally given my
straight-faced sarcasm a place to call home.
Remarks which have often caused fights and
misunderstanding in the U.S. are instead
responded to in kind, often leading to an
intellectual competition, Revolutionary
War style. One confusing phrase is the British version of "how are you?" which they
word as "are you alright?" On several occasions, being asked this phrase has made
me question my American accent, physical
appearance, or overall body language in
search of what could possibly cause the
cashier or waitress to have concern for me.
The first time I was asked this, the cashier
carded me because my confusion was mistaken for nervousness caused from buying
alcohol underage.
Surprisingly, the sink system is one of
the few things that has made me utter my
new favorite British phrase: "that's a bit
crap." Throughout London, sinks have two
taps one for hot water and one for cold.
As an alternative to scorching or freezing
my hands, I occasionally place a convenient
rubber stopper into the drain, making a
scrumptious toothpaste, soap, and what-

ever-else-other-people-have-washed-inthis-sink-before mixture of warm water.
Every time I wash my face British-style, I
feel like Mel Gibson in The Patriot when he
"showers up" before battle. Notbecause his
shower consists of splashing his face with
water, but because I want to kill the English
every time I wash up. According to insiders
(British folk), the UK is "currently moving
over to the single-tap system." Inresponse,
the BC kids have proposed a European-

style strike against sinks.

Many students studying in London and
other places around the world are, for the
first time, "different" than all those around
them. Instead of blending in with the BC
mold, we are now outsiders who look,
talk, and act differently than the majority.
This should not be a reason to act more
restrained than usual, but should instead
be an excuse to do what we want and claim
we did not know any better. So much to do,
so much time.

TRUE

LIFE

I'm Training for the Marathon

By

Darren Ranck

Heights Editor

I'm in the midstof the biggest
mistake ofmy life. I may be exaggerating, but I highly doubt it. Out
of sheer foolhardiness and a masochistic streak (if only in the pursuit
of glory), I have made the commitment to run

the Boston Marathon

this year. This hastily-made plan
was put into action last Marathon
Monday, a day marked with athletic gusto and chutzpah. People of
all ages galloped down Common-

wealth Avenue, like great horses or,
as a peer has said, gallant Na'vi.
Watching the runners filled me with
resurgence and an inkling that I,
too, could bound up and down the
streets of Boston with the wings
of Hermes. I suppose I dashed off
to begin training before I saw the
dizzy, aching, hunched crawlers
inching forward little by little in
short, my future.
That may be a premature
thought, but if the 12-mile run I
took today is any indication, a
world of hurt lies before me. Despite
the obtrusive pain in my left ankle,
though, I still feel compelled to finish out my commitment and run the
-

marathon. It's not as if I completely
abhorred today's run. In fact, I
quite enjoyed running down Beacon
Street and circling the Commons. I
felt refreshed and at ease, with a "go
get 'em" attitude and swagger. Not
until I found myself lost on Brighton
Avenue in search of Commonwealth
Avenue for an extra hour and a half
was I reminded by a small voice,

"Biggest mistake ofyour life."
That may be the problem with
my marathon training right now
lack of planning. In theory, I
began training at home last summer in Houston, Tex. Being a balmy
101-degreekind of day, I threw on
some running clothes and ran out
the door for a brisk 3-mile jog. The
lessons I learned from this first run
were truly monumental. First of all,
water is vital in physical activity.
Also, the sun doesn't mess around,
and it will burn your face and neck
without mercy. Mosi importantly,
Under Armour isn't all it's cracked
up to be. I find I remain cool enough
without the constricting undergarments holding my body together.
Once I return to the wintry homeland ofBoston College, however, I
have to shell out $50 on warming
Under Armour to keep from developing hypothermia. Never has style
mattered so much to me.
Once I got all those kinks figured
out, I felt well-suitedfor the title
"marathon runner." Little did I
know, it was only the beginning
(rather ominous, no?). The general
training schedule involves a threeto-six mile jog three days a week, a
day of conditioning and cross-training, and two days of glorious rest.
The idea of running three days a
week seemed feasible. I wasn't too
worried about it. Come day three,
my legs felt like twigs. Not even
twigs, a semblance of twigs. What's
more, I never realized how much
I'd have to plan around these runs.
I figured it'd be simple to squeeze
a half hour run in here and there.
-

Nowadays,rarely can I find time
to fit the necessary nap time and
snack into my schedule. I'm too
busy running the Res for the fifth
time. I do relish the cross-training
days, though. Slowly chugging along
on an elliptical has never felt less
productive or so relaxing.
I assumed the physical training
would be the heft of the preparation
process, but I am saddened to say
that there's also a matter, of diet.
To be frank, I really enjoy food,
which sounds obvious, but I have a
penchant for the pizza and the fries
and such. Now, by the standards
of training, I'm obligated to watch

my diet for more fiber and

heart

healthy oxidants. While this may
allow me to run the marathon more
effectively, I still find it difficult to
eat properly. At lunch, I might get a
piece of pizza, a cookie or two from
the pastry cabinet, a coke, and, for
the purposes of training, a package
ofpineapple. More often than not,'
the pineapplepretty much remains
unopened, but it's the thought that
counts.

It's a struggle to put all the
pieces together in this training process. I want to follow through and
run the marathon, but sometimes
I wonder if I have the time or the
dedication. When I stop and reconsider it, though, 1 have to remember that I ran 12 miles. I essentially

half the marathon. I know I can
do another 12. On Marathon Monday, I won't be a crawler. I'll be a
stallion. Looking forward to seeing
everyone on the sideline! (Please
cheer for me!)
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OUTSIDE THE BUBBLE

Putting things into perspective makes all the

Lisa de Gray
This time last year, I was a second
semester senior. The fall semester
craziness of studying for the LSATs
and applying to law schools had finally
subsided. I still had a thesis to complete
and decision letters to await, but, for
the most part, my life was stress-free. I
had a significant amount of free time,
which my roommates and I spent taking
in as much of the city as was possible,
since we knew that some of us would
soon be leaving. As graduation approached more quickly than we wanted
it to, we were forced to acknowledge
that there was not enough time to do
everything before May.
Perhaps realizing the potential for
a post-commencement meltdown, my
mother tried to put things in perspective for me. As I tried to ignore the
fact that my time on the Heights was
coming to an end, my mother reminded
me that I could always come back and
visit. Inevitably, I did end up having a
mini-meltdown post-commencement. It

also took me about five months to fully
come to terms with the fact that I had
graduated. I can only imagine how bad
things would have been had she not said
this to me.
This semester, I am finding that yet
again, I need to have things put into
perspective. One of my resolutions
for the spring semester was to take
advantage of the fact that I am living
in Washington, D.C. Emerging from
my finals cocoon and a relaxing winter
break, I came back to school planning
on visiting more museums and exploring different neighborhoods. Of course,
coming back to D.C. meant that I was
also coming back to law school and
everything that it entails.
My first two weeks back were spent
applying to internships and trying not
to obsess over when our grades would be
released. One of the more unusual differences between college and law school
is that fall semester grades are not
released until after you come back for
spring semester. This means that you
come back to school and start applying
for summer internships having no idea
where you stand academically. Additionally, one
cope with the infamous law school grading curve, which
dictates that only a limited number of
A's will be given out. Not surprisingly,
I decided to place myself in the group
of people who deliberately chose not to

Hes

difference Dear Me...

tition. there still exists a perfect storm
think about grades until they were postof grades, job searches, moot, court tryed. Despite my best efforts, however, I
outs, and briefs, all of which can become
found myself compulsively checking my
overwhelming and all-consuming. Law
student account on the day that it was
school is, in fact, its own kind of bubble.
rumored gradeswere to be posted.
Even when grades are finally out, the Just as it was necessary to venture
outside the proverbial BC bubble and
quest for a summer internship is still at
realize that there is life after college, so
the forefront of everyone's minds. The
too is it necessary to venture outside of
legal field has been hit hard by the recession. A recent article in The New York
the law school bubble and realize that
there is life outside of law school.
Times detailed the rise in layoffs at firms
With this in mind, I decided to take
and the decrease in starting salaries for
a day off from doing work and walk the
young associates. Upperclassmen have
Mall. Walking into the National Muinformed us that this will trickle down
seum of Natural History meant entering
and affect our summer employment
another world, one that had nothing to
prospects.
do with tortfeasors or adverse possesThe anxiety caused by the search for
sion. After a few hours away from my
summer employment could be felt at a
books, I came back to discover that my
panel discussion held on our first week
to-do list was even longer than I had
back. We had all spent the past few
originally thought. After a momentary
weeks searching job postings online and
sense of regret, I reassured myself that
writing cover letters and, while a lucky
the day had not been a waste. It may
few had received offers, most of us were
still waiting to hear back from prospecnot have been the most productive day
in terms of how much work I completed,
tive employers. The panel was supposed
but I got to be outside on a balmy,
to be about careers in international
sunny day. The next day, cold and
arbitration the focus of a week-long
overcast, I woke up with my batteries
seminar we had all just completed but
fully recharged, sat down, and managed
when the event opened to questions
to get all of my work done by a reasonfrom the audience, the subject quickly
able hour.
shifted to finding employment in general.
Not every story about the competiveLisa de Gray is a staffcolumnist for
ness of law students is true, but even at
The Heights. She welcomes comments at
schools not known for cutthroat compe- featares@bcheights.com
-

-

said

aid

She

"I am interested in a guy who is really cute, smart, and has a great
sense ofhumor (I think). Theproblem is that we don't speak the same
language, so I always just smile and nod whenever we have a conversation. I really like this guy, but I just don't know what to do!"

?Linguistically Challenged

Meghan Responds:

Dave Says:

Let's put aside the fact that you know nothing about this guy and that your
A relationship without audible conversation? I'm sure studying is a breeze in each othinterest in him is, in all likeliness, predicated upon his chiseled physique. What
(Fill
said,
"Hi,
how
When
first
I'm
in
company
seriously,
happen?
you
er's
but
does this
exactly are you hoping will come out of this? If all your heart desires is a short
historically Catholic girl's name here)," and he responded with "Nazdar!" (Let's assume he's
fling, I recommend pulling out a pocket dictionary and pointing to the approCzech), there were no red flags? You somehow rationalized how this could work? Allowing
priate terms. I am quite confident that the language barrier will no longer be a
this fledgling time bomb to tick seconds away can only lead to emotional disaster. However,
problem.
one can't help but stare at a car wreck. Griping won't help now. So, let's negotiate these
Instead of lamenting the fact that he can't appreciate your sparkling wit, you
dire straights with a little poise, and maybe you'll escape this international trap unscathed.
I'll proceed from the stance that you desire the relationship to continue. Bartolomej
could be celebrating the benefits of your inability to communicate. For example,
(Yes, I've named him) is likely experiencing similar anxiety. He's probably wondering
you will never have to listen to him explain the logic behind his fantasy football
about you. Whether he thinks of you as attracteam. Indecisiveness will be overcome, as you will
all your heart desires is a shortfling, I recommend pullingout a
tive and inviting or strange and pitiful, we've yet
never play the, "I don't know, what do you want to
pocket dictionary and pointing to the appropriate terms"
to determine, but given that he has maintained
do?" game when deciding dinner plans. It will be
one-sided conversations on multiple occasions, I
Meghan, on instant gratification
much more difficult to argue and much easier to
feel comfortable leaning toward the former. What
make up, since you can blame everything on miswe need to find is a medium through which you
communication. Best of all, you can pretend you are Ariel from The Little Mermaid
two can communicate. The smile / nod combo might get a little tedious after a 40 minute
and continually remind yourself not to "underestimate the importance of body
conversation about pizza toppings. I suggest at least getting an English / Czech dictionary
language."
to assist you with the tricky nouns. Context clues can cure communication quandaries quite
However, if you are looking for something potentially more substantial, the
quickly (Oh, literary devices). If picking up the language is too much work, we can consider
advice I can give you is to start learning his language. Enroll in a class,
only
alternatives.
pick up a pocket dictionary, and start by saying, "bonjour / shalom / merhaba."
Experts claim that 90 percent of communication is body language, so who needs that
lousy 10 percent? Ifyou're willing to get physical early, overarching messages should not be
Greeting him is a great ice breaker. Gradually begin utilizing your newly learned
difficult to decipher, but the small, almost tedious things, like, "Hey, that's my toothpaste,"
phrases, impressing him with your intelligence as you ask him for the time and
will prove challenging to understand. If you are a good Catholic girl, which I assumed in the
where the bathroom is. When he is sufficiently bowled over, ask him to show you
third sentence, this option won't be relevant. Inthis case, I can only suggest the nipping of
around the city (or, if appropriate, offer to show him around).
this experimental growth in the bud. I suggest trying to date a domestic student. They
Keep practicing. Even if you don't get the guy, you'll have an awesome new
happen to represent 95 percent of the student body.
skill and another line to add to your resume.
-

"If

-

Dave Giuler is an editor for The Heights. He welcomes comments at features@bcheights.
com.

Meghan Michael is a senior staffcolumnist for The Heights. She welcomes comments at
features@bcheights.com.

"He Said/She Said" welcomes questions for future columns as well as comments about this week's responses.
All printed questions remain anonymous. Send any comments to the editor at features@bcheights.com.

COLLEGE CONNECTIONS

The specifics

ofhonorifics: growing up without the titles

Sam Hocking
One interesting, new situation
that college students encounter upon
matriculation is the difficulty of
dealing with people who they have
traditionally considered their superiors. Although we may not consider
ourselves adults, many legal and social
conventions recognize us as fidly
formed and capable people. In coming
into the age of the majority, we now
have responsibilities and privileges.
Yet, ifyou were to ask your average BC
student, I don't think they would identify themselves as a "grownup," a term
wilh a stigma that has yet to dissapate
for those of us that cling tightly to om
inner child. However, even in the face
of our denial, many adults regard us
as their equals, and kids certainly differentiate themselves from us. While
I may still be called Sam by the kids I
tutor, the truth is that many BC grads
will go on to teaching assignments and
other positions of authority where they
aren't referred to by their first name,

but rather by their surname, preceded
by a "Mr." or a "Ms." The looming
threat of being trapped behind such a
title forces us to confront the imminent prospect ofbeing referred to as
not just adults, but as people commanding respect.
This can be awkward. Most of us
still relate very strongly to our childhood and don't necessarily distinguish
between ourselves and those younger
than us. Nevertheless, having attained
(or at least worked towards) a college education does enforce upon us a
degree of separation, independence,
and to some extent, maturity. Still, we
hesitate to embrace these characteristics, associating them not just with
age but with unsettling expectations.
Although we embrace our autonomy,
I'm hard pressed to find a friend who's
looking forward to filing taxes, paying
bills, and worrying about his credit
score. For this reason, I think it's all
the more disconcerting when we're
referred to with honorifics, including
"Sir" "Mr.," and "Ms.," which instantly conjure up images of obligation and
restraint.

Similarly, I still can't quite cope
with calling my seniors by their first
name. It's strange that some adults in
my life I address as I would my friends,
while others with similar roles com-

mand a title and are known to me by
their last name only. Moreover, whenever I visit my high school, I recall that
it's possible that if I met my teachers
in a different capacity, at a different
age, I wouldn't be referring to them
as Ms. Hedden and Mr. Messare, but
instead as Jen and Nick. This seriously
weirds me out. Although I might work
with people in a professional capacity with whom my age differential is
much larger than that between my high
school teachers and me, the fact is that
when I knew them, I was a pupil and
they were authority figures. However,
now that I've graduated, this relationship no longer exists in its previous
incarnation, and the power structure
that I then thought of as ironclad has
been dismantled. It's this change that
causes my misgivings.
I can cite all sorts of instances
where my failure to adhere to conventions of titles has thrown me for a
loop. For instance, Professor Gross,
the instructor for my intro to abstract
mathematics class, expressed his
preference that we refer to him as Rob.
Having been a member of the adult
community for a while now, I've certainly called people of his age or older
by their first name. Yet, 1 think the
problem is the fact that the traditional
student-teacher relationship doesn't

HUMOR

lend itself to such congenial address.
As a student, I have the expectation
that Prof. Gross' pedagogical standing
would be reflected in his titular preference. Despite my initial discomfort
over his unconventional stance, it's
really a flattering gesture and I appreciate the respect that accompanies it.
That's not to say that it'll be easy for
me to comply with his request.
Reflecting on this topic, I've
decided that I'll always give kids the
option of referring to me as Sam. Of
course, there are times when it's appropriate to assume an honorific, but I
think it's worth asking whether one is
necessary. I doubt that one could ever
have a positive impact on a relationship. If someone wants to address me
without the interpersonalbarrier of
an honorific, I flunk they should be
granted that right. Maybe I'll revise
my opinion in the future, but for now,
all I know is that I'm happy to have
people to know me as Sam, and terribly uncomfortable with the suggestion that I might ever be known as Mr.
Hocking.

Sam Mocking is a staff columnist for
The Heights. He welcomes comments at
features@bcheights.com.

Trish

Daly

We all know that the beginning of a
new year is traditionally a time to look
to the future, a time for fresh starts, and
a time for reform. In the weekbetween
Christmas and New Year's Day, we're
more susceptible to seductive suggestions
of self-improvement. Magazines and
newspapers are thick with tips on reducing stress, losing weight, and kick-starting that dream career. "This is my year,"
we think. "Maybe I really can have it all!"
This can-do atmosphere inspires
us to kick and / or resume old habits,
make a serious weeklong commitment
to go to the gym, buy that life-changing
self-help book at the top of the bestseller
list (and return it a week later), or maybe
even clean out the detritus of years of
compulsive hoarding. With little patience
for kicking habits or for sending positive
thoughts into the cosmos a la The Secret, I
made a hopeful and energetic attempt at
scrapbooking that predictably faded fast.
I then opted for a classic example ofclean
living by deciding to throw out my useless
crap. Late on Jan. 1,1 dragged myself
away from VHl's nostalgic lookback at
the 2000s,I Love the New Millennium, and
went up to my room to see just what was
in there.
My room looked neat on the surface,
but under the bed and in any space hidden from the eye, there was a wealth of
what can only be described as yard-sale
knickknacks and oddities. You know the
sort ofstuff any pack rat is bound to
have a veritable museum ofrelies. There
was the bird-watching kit from when
I decided to take up a new hobby (it
seemed like a good idea at the time, but
the binoculars and comprehensive North
American bird guide never made it out of
the box), an extensive decorative teapot
collection (I didn't drink tea, but apparently I was an old woman in a child's
body), and the bright red cape I had
my grandmother make for me, modeled
after the one my American Girl doll wore
(based on colonial times, circa 1776). Hey,
kids are weird. I say, let he or she among
us without a full Power Rangers outfit in
the depths of their closet cast the first
stone.

What better way to ring in the New
Year than by taking a trip down Memory
Lane? It was this sort ofdangerously
sentimental thinking thatled me to
exploremy cavernous desk, which folded
open to reveal cubbies overflowing with
birthday cards, burned CDs, high school
papers, and photos from middle school
dances thatshould probably never again
see the light of day. In the middle of this
disarray was the "secret compartment," a
little space protected by a door. Like the
ill-fatedPandora, I reached to open it,
never dreaming of what I would find.
At fust, Ifound the typical things.
There was a note from my friend from Bth
grade, full of thrilling plans to ride bikes
together and jump on her trampoline.
There was a booklet from an exercise in
my second-grade class, when everyone
had to write down compliments about

each other. My booklet was full ofkind
descriptions like, "Patricia is a good
speler," or, "Patricia likes to read." There
was even a melodramatic poem from early
high school, when I was clearly in the
thick of my angsty, emo phase.
And then I came across a small,
sealed envelope. Written in pink gel
pen, the writing on the front said, "To
Be Opened January 1, 2007." Well, I had
found it three years too late, but it was
exactly what it looked like, one of the
things I fear and loathe most in the world:
a "Letter to Myself." I sat down to read
the most horrifying and hysterically funny
document I've ever produced, bar none.
Here is an abridged version, featuring the
most ridiculous segments:
1/1/2002. Dear 18-year-old Self, I
am now 13 years old. What will have
happened in five long years? You are a
total mystery to me. Don't think I'm
foolish, as I thought when I read journal
entries from 1998.1 hope that you are the
talented person I envision, with plenty
offriends. How have you survived high
school? Hopefully you have more than two
good friends now. You're in college now,
aren't you? Do you have any idea what
you're going to do for a living? ... Have
you had any boyfriends? I hope so. If you
haven't, I think you're a bit ofa social reject. ... So, are you into the old-person
music you used to scorn?... I sincerely
hope that as you got older, your looks
improved! ...Good luck in your life. Love,
Patricia Elizabeth Daly, age 13.
I read through this cheery little note
ofencouragement and then read it to all
my friends, and we laughed till we cried. I
figured it was best not to spend any more
time wandering through the pathetic
paper trail of my adolescence, so I put on
my favorite old-person music and gave up
on New Year's Day cleaning. Hello, 2010.
Dear 25-year-old Self...
Trish Daly is a senior staffcolumnist
for The Heights. She welcomes comments at features@bcheights.com.
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Students struggle to cope with stress

PROFESSOR PROFILE

Jorgensen takes
stage in life and
the classroom
By

Kris Robinson

Asst. Features Editor
It's not too often that a Boston College professor serves as
inspiration for a cartoon illustration in the Opinions section of

versity Children's Theater, where
he's overseen productions such as
Noises Off and Six Degrees ofSepa-

ration. Jorgensen writes novels,
as well. "I have a 300 page young
adult's novel at a publisher right
now, so I'm just waiting for it to
come out," Jorgensen says. The
inspiration for this novel came
from a place exceptionally close
to his heart ? his children.
"The novel is about these Japanese and Hawaiian kids dealing
with being multiracial and them
having this experience of going
to Hawaii," Jorgensen explains.
Jorgensen's three boys, ages 10,
8, and 5, are part-Japanese and
part-Hawaiian, as Jorgensen's wife
is bi-racial. His wife, interestingly
enough, went to BC during the
same four years he did, but the
two didn't meet until after they
graduated. Jorgensen's children
have never been to Hawaii, and
thatcontributed to the plot of the
novel. He hopes for them to go one
day and also has another special
dream for his boys
to join the
ranks of BC students whom he
considers to be different from
any other college students he's
encountered before. "The students here are very bright and
enthusiastic, but grounded and
regular at the same time. They're
open to learning and that's unilike anything I've seen at other
universities."
Jorgensen encourages students to take at least one acting
class, but not necessarily with the
purpose of becoming an actor.
"Improvisation and drama can
help with a lot of things in life
other than theater," Jorgensen

The Heights. But when they do,
he or she should only take it as a
compliment and as a testament to
the impact they've had on students
that have come into contact with
them, whether in the classroom,
an advising session, or, in the case
ofLuke Jorgensen, Robsham Theater. The teacher of eight different
acting classes during the school
year, including Acting, Creative
Dramatics, and Introduction to
Stress is a common part of life, especailly life as a Boston College student. Managing everyday stress is a potentially difficultbut important thing to do
Theater, Jorgensen has not only
immersed
himself in both the theStress, from 810
ing yourself time to gather your
much and don't stress out. Also, I Although it can be fun, sleep deater and the classroom, but also in
thoughts will give your body's stress usually talk to friends if I'm stressed privation is a huge factor in the
the lives of his many students.
According to the American response system a rest and allow because they'll either give me the development of stress.
According to
Jorgensen attended BC as
(APA),
Psychological Association
you to rejuvenate. In stressful situadvice I'm looking for or make me the Journal of Adolescent Health, only an
undergraduate, majoring in
there are different kinds of stress ations (specifically if you're angry), realize the
thing I'm stressing over 30 percent of students sleep eight English and
communication. He
that affectus daily, such as dangerthe APA suggests that walking away isn't that big of a deal." Studenthours a night, the requirement for starred in a number of
plays durous stress, natural reactions stress,
can help cool you down, resulting
athletes have an extra dimension the 18-29 age bracket. Lack of sleep ing his
time at BC. Uponreceiving
physical wear and tear, and pressure in a more rational and stress-free to their
stress because they have so
is proven to cause many problems in
his 8.A., Jorgensen took a year off
points, to name a few. What do decision or confrontation. And many extra responsibilities.
both mental and physical health. A from
schooling and participated in
all these different types of stress lastly, know your schedule and
Everyone makes New Year's
study in the February 2010 Journal a variety of activities, performing
is
inevitable,
mean? Some stress
delegate. Knowing what is going on resolutions to lose weight, bekinder
Adolescent Health found that in plays,
writing plays, and even
and even natural. According to the allows for less surprises and more and eat fewer sweets, but what about of
"insufficient sleep and irregular
taking on a minor role in the major
APA, "These reactions are caused preparation. That's right, pull out making a New Year's resolution to sleep-wake
patterns, which have motion picture School Ties.
by hormones that scientists believe that old planner from high school be less stressed? Exercise releases
been extensively documented in
"It was definitely an interesthelped our ancestors cope with the and start writing, and then delegate endorphins proven to make you younger adolescents,
are also presing
year
for me," reflected Jorthreats and uncertainties of their carefully. Do you really need to do "happy" and reduce stress levels. ent at
alarming levels in the college
world." Other types of stress, such Suzie's homework for her? Or take There are many options here at BC's student population. Given the close gensen, later citing his work with
an organization called Life Skills,
as dangerous stress and pressure
on that extra credit when you've RecPlex, specifically for exercise.
relationships between sleep quality
in which he taught young adults
points, are more serious and have got three papers due the next day?
taking
But since we're
a different and physical and mental health, in
bad life situations behavior
been linked to severe heart dysfuncSaying no can be incredibly powerapproach to exercise, the group intervention programs for sleep disthat would help them succeed.
tion. The APA suggests learning
ful and take a big load of stress off fitness classes are a viable choice. turbance in this population should
After a year had passed, Jorgensen
how to deal with one's stress in a your shoulders.
The classes offer everything from be considered."
returned
to college, earning his
way,
and gives some basic
healthy
Student athlete Matt Adetula, Yoga, Pilates, Spinning, Total Body
We're all working hard here at M.A. in theater from Northwestguidelines. They suggest trying to A&S '12, explains his stress manConditioning, Core Board, Boot BC. There is no doubt about that.
identify the primary cause of your agement techniques: "Because of a Camp, and swimming classes. These But what if we could work hard ern University and his Ph.D. from
Tufts University.
stress. For example, is it emotional,
tight schedule with track practice classes can be extremely beneficial while feeling great? By understandThe arts were something that says.
familial, or school-related? If you and school, I really try to not stress because they are conducted in a ing the importance maintaining
of
He also advises students to
haven't been able to identify your over school, specificallyby planning constrained amount of time. Just by low stress levels, exercising, and appealed to Jorgensen from a very
young age. Born in Detroit, he
broaden
their horizons as much as
cause, it's important to monitor
things out so that I never have too changing your outlook on dreadful getting good rest, yon can be a
moved to Massachusetts when he possible with the time they have at
your moods. Any time stress or
much work to do at once. If I'm exercise to apositive stress-reducer,
happier
permuch healthier and
was a child, taking up residence
BC. "Widen yourselfto everything.
intense feelings arise, writing about
stressing over a track meet, for youll make progress.
son. A completely stress-free life
in Brockton, where his father Don't worry that to succeed, you
it can help reveal patterns and
example, wondering if I'll be able
As college students, our sleep
is unattainable, but it is possible
was granted a job at Stonehill
have to stick with what you're good
perhaps the cause of your stress.
to jump far enough or not foul my schedules can be pretty out of to learn to manage stress correctly.
College. Sadly, his father passed
at. Use the opportunities that you
During and after this "note-takjumps, I usually try to listen to muwhack. As Asher Roth raps, "Pass We've entered a new year and a new
away shortly after, and his mother
have
join the Hawaii club, try
ing" process of your feelings, make sic to try and get my mind off of it. out at three, wake up at ten, go decade, so
appreciate yourself and
enrolled him in an afterschool photography, see a play, try out
time for yourself each week. Givit
way
thinking
again."
eat,
That
I'm not
of too
out to
and then do it
your body and let's start it right. \u25a0
program where arts-related activifor a play. Use the fact that you're
ties were prominent. In addition
at a liberal arts university."
to his early experiences with the
In his spare time, meaning
arts, Jorgensen says his interest in
when he's not teaching, writing,
the dramatic arts has a biological
or playing with his children, Joras well. "I come from
component
gensen loves watching Japanese
tions of if it is an actual book that
a theater family," Jorgensen says.
movies. Jorgensen points out that
is the problem or whether leisure
Similar to his early love for
there is a noticeable difference bereading just seems out of the
the arts, teaching was something tween movies and plays performed
question. Krysia Wazny, A&S '12,
that Jorgensen quickly found in a theater. "Having done both,
recently wrote an article for The
desiring to do. "I've always
himself
filming stuff is a lot more forgiving.
Heights about her Amazon Kindle.
to teach," Jorgensen says.
wanted
The training for theater actors is
although
She surmised that
it
to why he chose not
regards
In
a lot more difficult. The intimacy
is convenient to carry around, it
to pursue acting professionally,
of a theater can be more powerful
takes away from the overall experihe
believes
than in a movie just having that
Jorgensen
says
profesence ofreading. She says she loves
sional acting requires something a human response to a live person."
reading historical fiction, literary
teaching does.
However, he admits that there is
classics, and recently biographies little different than
actor, you also have to
"To
be
an
one thing that films do better than
and, although the Kindle is small
and convenient, it has not added be a salesman. I'm happy being a plays: horror.
teacher. I've worked at BC for 15
Horror movies aside, Jorto the amount of time she spends
years, both part-time and fullgensen faces no fear when it
on reading for fun. Wazny says,
time, and I love it."
comes to his job or growing older
"Having a Kindle is really good
Teaching at BC is only one of ? teaching is it for him. "I feel
for downloading newspapers, but
the occupations that Jorgensen young in a way, because I'm chalit doesn't really have the books
assumes. He has written
currently
lenged. That's the most amazing
I'm looking for. Even though it's
Code
thing. I feel very lucky that my
really convenient to carry around, two recent BC productions,
Monkey, a show that incorporated
job involves my hobby. Idon't get
it doesn't make it any easier for
elements of BC student life, and
Christmas bonuses like some of
me to read leisurely since I just
my
don't have the time." Clearly, it Dancing Zombies and is also the my friends, but the hours of
day are worth it." \u25a0
artistic director of the Tufts Uniis not that college students canthey
not make time for reading
literally just do not have any time
?

?

Books lose allure during the school year

?

-

to spare.

When college ends for any
vacation, though, leisurely reading

According to students, it becomes harder to read for pleasure when they are alredy burdended with reading for class.
By Francesca

Bacardi

For The Heights

Every child across America,
whether at home or at an overnight
camp, has heard the inevitable
words come nighttime, "Lights
out!" Everyone climbs into bed,
gets under the covers, and takes
part in the whole charade of going
to bed. It is only when Mom leaves
the room and shuts the door on her
way out that many kids pull out a
flashlight from under their beds
and continues to remain awake,
either playing or reading.
Reading before bedtime has
always been popular because it
is relaxing and can also help put
people to sleep. Whether someone
is an insomniac or just not tired, a
good book can always cause the eye
to flutter, which ultimately turns
into falling asleep with the book
open on one's chest. However,
reading before bed is not the only
time to read. Any free time can
call for a book, even just a short
waiting period. Either way, books
are enjoyable any time of day.
Leisure reading has dropped

to read. A former avid reader,
children, teens, and adults. People Hannah Hagan, LSOE '12, adjust do not seem to have enough mits that her leisure reading has
time to read for fun anymore. Coldeclined to almost nothing while
lege students are swamped with at school. "At school, I really
school work and are busy reading only read magazines for fun," she
novels for different classes, adults says. "I just don't have time for
any other leisurely reading. I'm
are always working, and children
have decided that playing with really swamped with reading for
their Xbox is far more important my classes." Coming from a family of readers, Hagan used to read
than a good page-turner. Accordoften during high school when she
ing to a study performed by the
National Endowment for the Arts, had more free time to dedicate to
the percentage of students ages 13 reading books. However, it is not
all bad news. Some books that
to 17 that read almost every day
students read for classes actually
has decreased by nine percentturn out to be really great. "I had
age points in the past 20 years,
while the percentage of students to read this book called All Souls
of the same age range that hardly for Family, School and Society. It
took place in South Boston and
or never read has increased by
10 percentage points. Even more was Incredibly interesting," says
frightening is that the same study
Hagan.
If there were not so many
concluded that nearly half of all
Americans ages 18 to 24 read no books assigned to read for classes,
leisure reading would most likely
books for pleasure.
As most college students are increase among college students.
well aware, their time at school is However, by the time students are
a busy one. Students are involved
done reading their hundreds of
with extracurricular activities, pages out of a textbook, the last
studying, and attending class. It thing they want to do is open up
is no wonder that there is no time
another book. This begs the ques-

immensely over the years among

generally increases since there is
no other work to be completed.
"When I'm home, I get to go to the
bookstore more often, which Ilove
to do because I love the environment," says Wazny. "I can spend
a lot of time there and pick out
new books to read." Hagan agrees.
"Summer vacation is when Ireally
pick up my reading again because I
have so much time on my hands,"
she says. "I love it because I get

recommendations from friends,
family, and book reviews and can
really spend time searching for my
next good book."
Leisure reading is something
that many people really enjoy
whenever they have the chance to
do it. Although there will always be
people that do not like to read, it is
generally well received everywhere!
Not only are there clear academic
advantages to reading, but a good
page-turner can also truly be
thrilling and exciting to get back
to night after night. Just because
reading used to be considered
"weird" does not mean that the
stereotype remains. Whenever you
have a good amount offree time to
spare, pick up a good book and get
lost in the world of reading. \u25a0

Professor Jorgenson is more than just a fixture in a classroom here at BC.
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