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INSIDE
ARTS

&

www.bcheights.com

REVIEW

By Kelly Cupo

'Bueller' checks in to Coolidge,

more classics to come, AlO

SPORTS

Heights Staff

tion company for money-makers in our
consumerist culture, not civic minded
citizens, said Diane Pullin, professor in

What is the worth of a college
graduate to society? According to vice
president of student affairs Patrick
Rombalski and other academics, the
shifting answer to this question has
recently eroded the public's faith in the
nation's system of higher education.
The concern is that American higher
education has turned into a produc-

the Lynch School of Education (LSOE).
Patrick Altbach, also a professor in
LSOE, said that universities go too far in
valuing higher education for its private,
monetary benefits in much the same way
as Wall Street does to a corporation.
The only difference, he said, is that we
have not crashed yet.
The public's concern is supported by

the numbers. In a paper he wrote with
Harvard economists David Bloom and
Henry Rosovsky, University of Pennsylvania professor Matt Hartley said
they found two significant sources of
evidence to support the idea that the
purpose of higher education has shifted
over the decades. He said that UCLA's
survey of thousands of college freshmen, distributed annually for the past
30 years, shows that in 1969, 80 percent
of all incoming freshmen felt that devel-
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This past weekend, thousands of families descended on.
the Heights to celebrate Parents'
Weekend; at Boston College.
"About 2,000 families registered
for various events throughput
theweekend," said Nicole Huard
Daly, associate director of programs and events for the Office of
University Advancement.
The weekend was filled with
on-campus activities forparents
and students. Friday morning,
parents attended a reception in
the lobby of Robsham Theater,
accompanied bjf talks from the
academic deans throughout the
morning. Parents were invited to
attend their son's or daughter's...
Friday classes as well.
Also held throughout the
day Friday were presentations
on student affairs, and teaching
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By Becky Kailus
For The Heights

Amid the gloomy economic information that has permeated the United
States in the past year comes one more
set back
and it hits closer to home
for most Boston College students. The
United States Department of Education released a statement earlier this
month indicating that the default rate
on student loans for borrowers who had
repayments due between October 2006
and September 2007 lias risen from 5.2
per6ent to 6.7 percent.
Defaulting on a student loan occurs
when a graduate fails to make scheduled
loan payments on his or her student
loans. For federal student loans, graduates typically have a six to nine month
grace period after graduation before
-

payments are required.
When a student defaults on a student loan, serious ramifications result.
Allesandra Lanza, corporate public relations manager for American Student
Assistance (ASA), a nonprofit federally-funded student loan guarantor
that insures private lenders against the
risk of default on college loans,said the
repercussions of student loan defaults
extend to the student's job and apartment search. "Students don't realize
that employers check their credit records before giving jobs. Before renting
at an apartment, the land lord would
also do a credit check."
Although the backdrop of this bleak
economic state makes the increase in
student loan defaults more significant,
student loan default rates have been
higher, reaching a pinnacle in 1990

with 22.4 percent of student borrowers defaulting on loans. But with more
students than ever before in the United
States taking out loans to pay for theneducation and continually dour news
about the current economic conditions, the rise in defaults has set some
on edge.

For BC students, especially the more
than 70 percent of the undergraduate
student body that receives some type
offinancial aid, this recent news can be

See Loans, A3

See Parents, A3

Academic
freedom
examined

In a recent article titled "Academic
Freedom: A realistic appraisal," Phillip
Altbach, director of the Center for International Higher Education, said issues
arising from the changing academic and
technological environment have called
the understanding of academic freedom
into question.

I

Two thousandfamilies registered for weekend events according to Nicole Huard Daly,
associate directorof programs and events, including the annual Pops on the Heights.

Published in the fall 2009 edition of
International Higher Education, Altbach
writes about the need to uphold the ideal
of academic freedom despite the quandaries that surround it. "It's central," Altbach said of the importance of academic
freedom for professors iniheir work. "You
don't have a university without it. We
deal with ideas, and we need to be able to
express those ideas, to write about them,
and to do research without fearing that
the government or the university president
or some outside authority will come and
tell us not to."
In recent months, academic freedom
has also caused a flurry of discussion

See Altbach, A3

OLAA brings Heritage Month to campus
By TaylourKumpf

Leyva, founder and co-chair of the committee and A&S TO. "This support went
from monetary support, to publicizing

For The Heights
Sept. 15 marked the beginning of
Hispanic Heritage Month, which is being celebrated throughout the Boston
College community for the first time
this year. BC's Organization of Latin
American Affairs(OLAA) was influential
in bringing this celebration to campus.

"The Hispanic Heritage Committee [a
subdivision within OLAA] did a lot of
work throughout the end of last semester
and the summer to get as much support
for the month as we could," said Bryan

the events throughout the month, to
organizing professors from different
departments to highly suggest many of

the eventsto their classes."
Geogre Hart, OLAA president and
A&S '11, said the ultimate purpose is to
inform people on what the Latino club
has to offer. "Our mission is to inform
and celebrate Latino cultures with
anyone in the BC community no matter
what their background," Hart said. "Our
mission is not to alienate ourselves from

the BC community, but to bridge the
gaps that exist through understanding
and celebration." Hart said that this
year, the organization's main goals are to
increase their political and social action,
specifically through participation in
volunteer-based activities. "The group
is trying to communicate tolerance, appreciation of diversity and one another,
and understanding of the many unique
cultures within the Latino umbrella,"
Leyva said.
One of OLAA's initiatives for the year
has involved working hand-in-hand with
the American Breast Cancer Society. The

organization has been actively involved
in fundraising, and has nearly met its
goal of $2,000. OLAA is also in the process of organizing a group to walk along
the Charles River in support of Breast
Cancer Awareness. The event will be
taking place this coming Sunday.
Throughout the month there are a
number of different events being orga-

nized to celebrate the Latino culture.

Leyva said he encourages the BC community to become involved. "Go to the
events," he said. "It's a great inaugural

See OLAA, A

Overflow freshmen settle into Williams
By

Michael Caprio

Assoc. News Editor
Students looking for male friends
in Williams Hall this year might find
themselves out of luck. This year,
Williams Hall has been converted to
an all-female residence hall with the
addition of freshmen females on the

first and third floors. The freshmen
students were placed in this College
Road dormitory as a result of a large
freshman class with an increased
number of female students.
Henry Humphreys, director of
the Office of Residential Life, said
that the ResLife office had been in
constant communication with the
Office of the Dean for Enrollment
Management throughout the summer, monitoring the demographics
of the class of 2013. "We were in
constant communication and when
we realized it was going to be an issue, we had to sit down and decide
how we were going to deal with this
large amount of people," Humphreys
said. "The acceptance rate of BC's
admission was higher than normal,
so we had a larger freshman class
than would have been normal."

See Williams, A

4

reports default rates up
on student loans

said. She said that she has seen
improvement in Parents Weekend programming over the past
seven years that she has been
working for BC.
"The biggest change in Par i;ll:
ents Weekend since I have been

See Higher Ed, A3

By Erin Nerlino
For The Heights

and student life.
"These talks are a wonderful
opportunity to highlight what
various faculty members are
doing at the moment," Daly

>

Students
default
on loans

Between 1971 and 1991, the percentage
of students indicating that they were attending college "to be able to make more
money" increased from 49.9 percent to
74.7 percent.
The importance of the greater good
seems to be slipping out of focus for

Altbach pens article
on importance of
academic freedom

.
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oping a meaningful philosophy of life
was an important goal in life. By 1996,
that value had dropped to 42 percent.
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New York Institute of Technology
tops list of safest colleges

Imprisoned man is temporarily
released to attend Red Sox game

Greifeld analyzes stock market
and future in address

In a study inspired by the recent Yale University
slaying, The Daily Beast published its ranking of
the safest college campuses in the United States.
The New York Institute of Technology, located in
the suburbs of Long Island, topped the list, with
not one reported crime occurring on campus.
Farmingdale State University, which had been
home to three vehicle thefts and a rape, was
ranked second. Grand Valley State University,
located in Michigan, was third on the list and
had nine reported rapes, but no other crimes on
record. The rankings 'were based upon the crime
rates at universities that had at least 6,000students
and offered on-campus housing.

A man serving a 20-day jail sentence for
violating a protective order was granted a
minor break in his sentence to attend a Red
Sox game. Randy Barker, originally from lowa,
was released long enough to attend a game
in Kansas City with his father and brother as
his lawyer argued these games were one of
"the few pleasures the defendant has in his
life." The judge in Barker's case deemed it a
compassionate act, but opposition was met
from the prosecutor. "I opposed the motion,
because he was serving a jail sentence," the
county attorney said. The Sox won the game
that Barker attended, 10-3.

The Boston College Chief Executive's
Club of Boston welcomed Robert Greifeld,
President and Chief Executive Officer of
NASDAQ OMX Group, Inc., as the keynote speaker at their luncheon last week
at the Boston Harbor Hotel. In his address
to the club members, Greifeld presented
his analysis of the cause of last year's stock
market downturn as well as his outlook for
the future. NASDAQ OMX is the world's
largest exchange company, holding over
3,800 listed companies, 172 of which are
based in Massachusetts. Its total market
value tops $2 trillion.

National

TopFive

Slno-Japonese Philosophy

Ana

By

Lopez

In an effort to aid in understanding the elements of a successful interreligious dialogue,
David Tracy, a professor of theology at the University of Chicago,
addressed a crowd gathered in the
Heights Room last FViday, thus
opening the Boston College Symposia on Interreligious Dialogue.
Sponsored by the BC theology
department, the School of Theology and Ministry, and the Church
in the 21st Century Center, the
focus of the symposia this year
was "understanding the religious
othe,r," with a particular focus on
Western hermeneutics.
Cutberto Garza, University
provost and dean of faculties,
welcomed the assembled audience,
stating the importance of hosting
a lecture with a focus such as this.
"Events of this kind are at the very
core of every university's philosophy," Garza said. He said that BC
makes a commitment to opening
its students' minds to interreligious dialogue from the outset,
offering instruction in materials
such as the red books given to
each student at freshman convocation. "[These detail] our Jesuit
and Catholic tradition, but they
are also a combined history and
prayer and reflection of our and
other faith traditions, modeling
the importance of interreligious
dialogue," he said.
Garza said that as theEarth be-

A MalletTrip
N

Reform or Refrain?

'Tuesday
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: McGuinn 121
The Economics Association is holding a town
hall meeting titled "Reform or Refrain? ATown
Hall Meeting on Health Care Policy."

Hear America Singing

Wednesday

Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Heights Room
Elizabeth Alexander, the poet who read at
President Obama's inauguration, will speak
about America's many voices.
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Asst. News Editor

This Music in the Afternoon event features
works for percussion performed by Timur?
Rubinsl)teyn.
:. j
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Editor-in-Chief (617) 552-2223

Dialogue must be open, Tracy says

Today
jJlir T' me: 4:30 p.m.
Location: Higgins 300
John Moraldo, a professor at the University of
North Florida, will present his lecture: "If Practice Isn't Opposed to Theory, What Is it?"
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FEATURED ON CAMPUS

things to do on campus this week

Location: Gasson 100

67°

The Heights
Boston College McElroy 113
140 Commonwealth Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 02467

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)
The FBI has released
long-secret security tapes showing the chaos immediately after the 1995 bombing of the Oklahoma
City federalbuilding. The soundless recordings show
people rushing from nearbybuildings afterthe fertil"izer bomb went off. They don't showthe actual explosion outside the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building.
The tapes were obtained by an attorney and provided
to The Oklahoman, the newspaper reported Sunday.
Some of them show people fleeing their buildings
through corridors cluttered with fallen debris. The
FBI this summer released more than 20 recordings
made from surveillance camera tapes recovered in
downtown Oklahoma City.

Tuesday
Time: 4:15 p.m.

55°
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-
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Mostly Sunny

SOURCE: NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Security tapes from the Oklahoma
City bombing are released
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"Man on Fire" Exhibition
Reoccuring
Time: Ongoing
Location: Social Work Library

An exhibit of images and words honoring
the legacy of Fr. Pedro Arrupe, the founder
of Jesuit Refugee Service.

comes an increasingly more global
society, the need for interreligious
understanding and acceptance is
especially pertinent. "Globalization has a tendency to homogenize

forces," he said. "To be religious
today is to be interreligious."
Tracy's address, which was responded to by Catherine Keller, a
professor at Drew University, and
S. Mark Heim of Andover Newton
Theologiocal -School, sought to
highlight the importance of mutual
understanding across religious
traditions. He said that this aim
can only truly be achieved through
a model of dialogue as conversation. "In this model, interpretation as conversation is taken over
by questioning between two dialogue partners," Tracy said.
This process of mutual questioning and drawing one another's
beliefs into analysis is where fruitful understanding arises between
persons of disparate religious
backgrounds, Tracy said. However,
he made the point that one must
be willing to open one's mind and
not focus on "the self" during
discussions of this nature. "To
understand [others], attention
must shift from the self to the
other," he said. "And each other is
not a general other but a distinct
other, with his own rituals and
practices."

Tracy said that dialogue such as
this cannot be forced, but that the
development of true understanding is a gradual one. "Dialogical
understanding is a philosophical

happens, it is not just
achieved," he said. He further
described dialogue as a "blow to
our ordinary consciousness," as
it is meant to open one's minds
beyond one's normal perspective
and interpretations.
According to this logic, Tracy
said that due to the fact that their
practices are deeply engrained and
rarely questioned, strict religious
fundamentalists do not usually
lend themselves to interreligious
dialogues. Fundamentalists are
not dialogically involved, therefore
they will never understand "the
other" Tracy said.
Tracy said that dialogue and
interpretation is often inspired by
language. "We understand reality
through language, insofar as we
understand reality at all," he said.
Thus, he felt that translations of
religious texts can embody interreligious dialogue as well. "Every
translation is also an interpretation, or dialogue with the text,"
Tracy said.
Tracy also acknowledged that
some limits to dialogue do exist.
He felt that these mainly occurred
when people entered the process
with their own limited agenda.
Therefore, the stipulations he
offered for successful dialogue
each stressed entering the process
with an open mind. "Be attentive,
be intelligent, be reasonable, be
responsible, and, if necessary,
change."
The event was well attended by
students and faculty alike. \u25a0
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EDITORIAL RESOURCES
News Tips
Have a news tip or a good idea for
a story? Call Matthew DeLuca,
News Editor, at (617) 552-0172, or
,

e-mail news@bcheights.com. For
future events, e-mail, fax, or mail
a detailed description of the event
and contact information to the
News Desk.

Sports Scores

Want to report the results of a
game? Call David Amstutz, Sports
Editor, at (617) 552-0189, or e-mail
sports@bcheights.com.

Arts Events
The Heights covers a multitude of
events both on and off campus including concerts, movies, theatrical
performances, and more. Call Zachary Jason, arts and review editor, at
(617) 552-0515, or e-mail review©
bcheights.com. For future events,
e-mail, fax, or mail a detailed description of the event and contact
information to the Arts Desk.
-

Clarifications / Corrections
The Heights strives to provide its
readers with complete, accurate,
and balanced information. If you
believe we have made a reporting
error, have information that requires a clarification or correction,
or questions about The Heights
standards and practices, you may
contact Alexi Chi, editor-in-chief,
at (617) 552-2223, or e-mail editor®
bcheights.com.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Police Blotter
9/23/09
Wednesday, Sept. 23
9:18

a.m.

-

A report was filed regarding a fire
cause of the alarm was

-

9/25/09

"What is your favorite BC Dining specialty?"

10:17 p.m. ?A report was filed regarding a fire
alarm activation. It was determined that the
alarm was set off due to a hair dryer.

alarm activation. The
unfounded.

Friday, Sept. 25

12:12 p.m.
A report was filed regarding a
residential director who turned in confiscated
property from a student. ODSD will handle the

1:40 a.m. Officers responded on a report of an
altercation. Five intoxicated parties were transported to two separate medical facilities.

-

Voices from the Dustbowl

-

"The chicken sandwich."
?Chris Criswell,
A&S '13

situation.

2:19 a.m. A report was filed regarding a BC
student involved in an earlier incident who was
being disorderly at the primary care facility. The
-

3:56 p.m.
An officer/EMT provided medical
assistance to a student who had suffered a seizure
The party was transportedby ambulance to St.
-

Elizabeth's Hospital.

Thursday, Sept. 24
1:36 p.m. A report was filed regarding a party
who had their parking transponder stolen. The
party was referred to Student Servicesto obtain
-

a new one.

student

was placed into protective custody and
transported to BCPD in a cruiser to be processed.
The student was later transported in a cruiser to
St. Elizabeth's Hospital.

2:51 a.m. A report was filed regarding a damage
sustained to a medical facility by a student.
-

"The Honey-Q."
?Dan Donahue
CSOM '13

3:11 a.m. A report was filed regarding vandalism
to Walsh Hall.

Delivery

To have The Heights delivered to
home each week or to report
distribution problems on campus,
contact Kyle Pochini, general manager at (617) 552-0169.

your

Advertising
The Heights is one of the most
effective ways to reach the BC
community. To submit a classified, display, or online advertisement, call our advertising office at
(617) 552-2220 Monday through
Friday.

The Heights is produced by BC
undergraduates and is published
on Mondays and Thursdays
during
the academic year by
The Heights, Inc.
(c) 2009. All rights reserved.

CORRECTIONS

-

4:47 p.m. An officer provided medical assistance to a BC employee who had injured hisknee.
The party was transported to a medical facility.
-

"General Tip's chicken."

7:14 p.m.
An officer provided medical assistance to a student who had injured his knee.
The student was transported by ambulance to St.
-

Elizabeth's Hospital.

?Jeb'Thomas,
?

Source: The Boston College
Police Department

CSOM 13

Please send
corrections to editor®
bcheights.com
with 'correction'
in the subject line.
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Pops, Peters, pig skin fill out Parents' Weekend
during her set.

Parents, from Al

Saturday's focal point was the
Wake Forest football game. Daly
here has been in our Friday programming," she said. "I think we organized the pre-game lunch for
have really enhanced it. We have parents and students in the Plex,
fabulous faculty who present on while others took advantage of
tailgating opportunities throughacademics and student life."
New to Parents Weekend this out campus. The game itself was an
overtime thriller, with the Eagles
year was a presentation done by
prevailing with a fumble recovery
the Office of Student Affairs.
in overtime.
"Every office dealing with stuThe weekend's
dent affairs was
official activities
there, giving
"It is a great
concluded yesterinformation to
weekend
and just
day with a mass
parents similar to
in Conte Forum.
the information
heartwarming to see
The mass is
sessions during
on
traditionally held
all the
orientation,"
outside in O'Neil
Daly said. "This
campus"
Plaza, but was
session gives
moved indoors
parents an opNicole Huard Daly,
this year due to
portunity to ask
rain.
questions about
AssociateDirector of
The main cellife at BC."
Programs and Events
ebrantswere Rev.
Friday night's
Jeremy Clarke,
main event was
University
President Rev.
S.J.;
ScholarHeights
Pops
the
on the
William P. Leahy, S.J.; and Rev.
ship Gala in Conte Forum. This
Anthony. Penna, S.J. The mass was
event brings the Boston Pops to BC
everyyear for a fundraising concert well attended, despite its change of
location, with between 2,500 and
to benefit the Pops Scholars.
The concert raises enough 3,000 people in attendance. "The
mass is a great way to conclude the
money to grant 50 BC students
scholarships to aid with their weekend," Daly said.
"It is a great weekend and just
tuition.
This year over $2 million was heartwarming to see all the families
raised by this concert alone, with on campus," Daly said. "We are
several thousand in attendance. blessed to have a great community
at BC, and it is one of my favorite
The guest performer was Bernadette Peters, who drew from her times of the year to be able to share
extensive Broadwayrepertoire this with our parents." \u25a0

families

?

The BC University Chorale joinedthe Boston Pops and Broadway legend Bernadette Peters at the annual Pops on the Heights fundraiser Friday evening.

Statistics say college education pays social dividends
Higher Ed, from Al
Americans who pursue higher
education based on these statistics, Pullin said. He said that
starting at a much earlier age,
parents are pushing students to
think more about the personal
benefits of education and less
about working toward the greater
good. Altbach said he attributes
much of this sentiment to a possibly irreversible conservatism
and "go-go capitalism" that
has prevailed since the Reagan
administration.
Concurrently, public support
for higher education is waning.
"Although spending

on

higher

education has increased over
time, the percentage of state
budgets allocated to higher education has declined [falling from
40 percent to 32 percent between
1980 and 2003, for example]. Today, many states cover less than
one-third of the cost of public
higher education," Hartley said.
This decreased financial support makes higher education
into a product supported by the
individual, therefore increasing
its perceived value as a private
good, he said. More statistics
show that there is little public
desire to change this. "Public
opinion polls show that a majority of Americans believe that the

cost of higher education ought
to be borne by individuals and
families, not tax supported,"

he said.
The issue affects all types
of colleges public and private,
Rombalski said. Buildings, he
said, are not built on campus
without government money. In
addition, Pullin said that private
universities benefit from government aid of higher education in
the form of student loans, research grants, money to address
public goals, work study funding,
and library aid. "The money is
all over this campus, it's just in
hidden places," Pullin said.
Hartley said that the con-

servative culture that despised
government spending has had a
real effect on society in the form
of limiting access to higher education. As the price of education
continues to surge upward, the
importance ofgovernmental support of higher education remains
critical, said Ana Martinez-Aleman, LSOE professor. The gap
between those who can attend
college and those who cannot is
widening because families are
unable to get aid, she said.
Historically, a university education has been of utmost importance to a democratic society,
Hartley said. He said that this
is clear in the missions of

most

Professor says civility necessary for academic freedom
Altbach, from Al

bach asked how accountable a
professor can be for what occurs
for students at Boston College in in his or her class and how much
students are learning. There
light of the controversy surroundare measures for
ing the cancellation of a lecture
ensuring that
"There are a lot
scheduled to be
students are
things going on in
given by Bill Aylearning such as
ers, a professor
taping classes
higher education
at the University
and reviewing
that bring into
of Illinois and
professors, but
former leader of
question some the some of these
the controversial
can
traditional academic measures
Weather Underviolate academground organivalues'.'
ic freedom, Altzation. Altbach
bach said.
said academic
Furthermore,
Philip Altbach,
freedom plays a
the matter of
role in students'
Director of the Center
who owns knowlfor International Higher
right to peredge intimately
Education
sonal expression
relates to probthrough media
lems enveloping
publications and
academic freedom, he said. Altbach raised
class discussions, without ideological and religious limitations.
questions aboutintellectual propAltbach said accountabilerty rights. "In a course that a
ity and the uncertainty of who professor teaches who owns the
owns knowledge and intellectual
content? Does the university own
it? Does the professor own it and
property have been blurring the
boundaries of academic freedom. can he or she take it somewhere
"There are a lot of things going else?"
on in higher education that bring
An example Altbach gives
into question some of the tradion the topic of property rights
tional academic freedom values," is researchers in a university lab
he said.
producing work with significant
Regarding accountability, Alt- commercial implications. The

of

of

freedom
?

issue of who owns the fruits of
the research causes great debate

of the academic freedom found
here at Boston College. "So far
as I know BC has a very good
record of academic freedom for
their professors in the classroom,"
Altbach said. However, Altbach
said issues could arise in departments such as theology, where
some professors may be caught
between feelings of academic license and fidelity towardreligious

in the field of academic freedom.
Subsequently, a balance offinancial benefit between theresearchers and the university needs to
exist, he said.
Regarding the causes of academic infringement, Altbach said
a divided society can serve as a
source ofconfusion that prevents
the protection of
academic free"Civility is
dom. "Just look
at the healthbreaking down
care debate and
and
that creates
people shouting
at the president
some problems
of the United
academic
States during
the Congressioand the general
nal speech," he
tolerance
we should
said. "Civility is
have the ideas
breaking down
and that creates
others"

for
freedom

teachings.
Altbach said
that while the
consensuson the
meaning of academic freedom

has transformed,
theultimate goal
is to deal with
challenges of the
times.
"One hundred years ago
in this country
some problems
there was a genfor academic
eral consensus
freedom and the
Philip Altbach,
aboutwhat acageneral tolerance
demic freedom
Director of the Center
we should have
was," he said. "I
for International Higher
for the ideas of
think that same
Education
others."
consensus is just
While issues
as good now. It's
of intellectual property rights making sure that the values are
and educational liberty exist at relevant given the challenges
large, Altbach said he approves today." \u25a0

for

of

?

BC students fare well repaying loans
Loans, from Al
alarming. However, BC students
have not fared as badly as the
newly released national average.
The University's current student
loan default rate has risen to 1.3
percent, a slight increase from its
typical below-one-percentrate.
This statistic not only includes
undergraduates, but students in
all of BCs graduate schools and
law school.'While BC is significantly below the Department of
Education's national average,
Bernie Pekala, director offinancial strategies, said "no increase
is a good increase."
While compared to the nation at large, BC students fare

better in repayment of their
loans, there are options for
students who might find themselves becoming part of the
student loan default statistic.
Pekala said students faced with
such problems should talk with
their lenders and the Department of Education and look
into options like consolidation
which, based on factors such
as income, will allow the borrower to pay off his or her loan
over a longer period time than
the typical 10-year standard.
"There are people there to try to
help them [students]," Pekala
said. BC is another resource,
he added. "We usually have a
lot of contact with students

after they leave if they have any
questions," he said.
Lanza echoed similar sentiments. "It is very important
for students to understand the
repayment options and get support for managing debt that
comes with college today," he
said. "At American Student
Assistance, our role is to help
students understand their student loan from the time they
start borrowing." Pekala also
said that students should be
proactive when taking out loans
to reduce repayment problems
in the future. He said problems
often stem from the fact that
students do not understand the
difference between federal and

private loans. Ultimately, he said

he would advise students to be
"wise consumers" and investigate what options they have for
repayment of their loans.
What students can expect
in the student loan industry in
the future remains unclear. "No
one has a crystal ball," Lanza
said. "Right now we are seeing
the effects of the economy, and
seeing those effects on student
loan defaultrates. [But it] might
get worse before it gets better.
Everyone from colleges to agencies like the American Student
Assistance to the government,
everyone in the student loan
industry is committed to preventing default." \u25a0

universities, which typically emphasize the role the institution
plays in advancing the public
good by serving society and

preparing civic leaders.

Martinez-Aleman said that
statistics show that college graduates contribute much to the

public good. College graduates'
engagement in socially valuable
behaviors include higher rates
of volunteering, higher rates
of voting, living more healthy
lives, and contributing more to
the tax pool, she said. But there
are additional benefits that a
college graduate offers, Pullin
said, that are intangible. "A lot of
what we do is intangible. It's not

like producing an automobile,"
she said.
"But those arguments will
fall on deaf ears if universities
cannot convincingly articulate
their public purposes and show
that they are interested in more
than pursuing prestige," Hartley
said. Universities are engaged in
a "nuclear arms race of extravagant facilities," Altbach said.
Media perceptions of the
university's mission have also
taken their toll. "This tidal wave
of information [that] doesn't
necessarily get us to see the big
picture about what higher education is worth. It's hard to see
the message," Pullin said. \u25a0

Former basketball
star starts company
By

Cara Condon

For The Heights
As a player on the Boston
College women's basketball team
and a pre-med student, Victoria
Jones, WCAS '10, accomplished
more during her senior year as an
undergraduate than the average
BC student. Jones spent her senior year making plans to launch
her own line of graphic T-shirts,
an unexpected project idea that
came to her in one of her science
classes. "I was sitting in my plant
molecular cell biology class one
day watching slides when I realized that science is a beautiful
art form," Jones said. She began
sketching scientific designs in her
notebook, and before she knew it,
she had more sketches than notes.
No longer able to write in these
notebooks, Jones decided it was
time to put her idea into action.
It was out of this epiphany,
Jones said, that Mer+ge was produced Jones's graphic T-shirt
company that combines elements
of science and art to create "clothing that stands for something."
Jones said that she had never
expressed previous interest in
fashion, but coming from a family
of artists, she knew she would be
able to create unique designs for
her upcoming line. Mer+ge is not
any ordinary T-shirt company,
though. While a T-shirt might be
a mundane item to some, Jones
said that she has a broader view
of what the shirts signify artistically. "I want the shirts to spark
conversation and encourage free
expression," Jones said.
The planning of the company
was not an easy task, Jones said.
At the onset of the line's opening,
she was preoccupied not only with
basketball and school but also
learning how to start and manage
a company. "There was a lot more
legal and trade-marking training
than I originally anticipated. It
was, and is, lots of work, but it
is so worth it," Jones said. With
help from Donna Morsey, chief
marketing officer of Mer+ge,
-

Jones was able finalize the initial
T-shirt designs in five months and
start marketing in 10 months. The
time component the line demands
is not any easier now that she is a
graduate student, Jones said. But
she also said that the spreading of
unity and promotion of diversity
are well worth the work.
Jones has chosen 12 nonprofit organizations to which
she wants to contribute a portion of Mer+ge's initial profits.
Jones said she is adamant about
keeping her original goal of community development and artistic
expression in mind; "I want the
company to stay local so that it
can truly benefit people in need."
She has started to do so by welcoming T-shirt ideas from anyone
who is willing to contribute. "I
love talking to people, so I have
really enjoyed hearing and using
people's opinions."

Staying true to her goals of
community involvement, Jones
recently took Mer+ge to a day
school in Boston and encouraged
students to be creative by drawing
pictures that they believed would
display emotions of loveand unity
in the world. Jones said she wants
to continue to hold these types
of design contests, especially
for children, because she wants
them to believe that they can do
anything they wish. "My whole
life, people told me I couldn't
play basketball because I was too
short. But I did anyway. Then,
when I came to school, people
told me I couldn't play basketball
and be a pre-med major, but I
did." Jones said. "I want kids to
know that there will always be
people who tell them they can't,
but they can do anything they set
their minds to."
Mer+ge is currently run through

the Web site makethemerge.com,
but the graphic tees and hoodies
will hopefullybegin to make their
way into local stores by this spring
or next fall. And Jones's dream for
the business doesn't stop there;
she also plans to open up her own
store one day.

\u25a0
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New England Classic finds comedy in the quotidian
By

Matthew DeLuca

News Editor

The New England Classic published it first issue of the year on
Sept. 24. The satirical publication, now in its third year, was
founded by sophomore roommates Jacqui Geaney and Katie
Forberg, both A&S '10. "Jacqui
and I were talking about how
there was no satirical newspaper
on campus," Forberg said. "We
decided it would be a great idea.
We talked to the kids at Brown
who a couple ofyears before had
started the Brownnoser." Forberg
said that they approached the
Office of the Dean for Student
Development (ODSD) for support but were turned down.
"They said they weren't funding
any new

publications," Geaney

said. "We started handing it out
kind of underground."
Over the ensuing two years,
however, the folded, four-page
paper has become a recognized,
though unofficial, presence on
campus. Thomas Christie, Sutton Dewey, and Wade Bass, all
A&S '11, were freshmen when
Forberg and Geaney penned and
published the first issue of the
Classic out of their dorm room.
"We all lived together freshman
year and were interested in
starting a satirical newspaper
but didn't necessarily have the
know-how to start one," Christie said. "We heard about their
publication late in the year,
second semester, and then got
in touch with them at the beginning of last year."
The most recent issue features the publication's oblique
takes on such common campus
occurrences as the search for a
lab partner, a student's love for
Jeopardy, and a thinly-disguised
lampoon of Stephen Montgomery, community liaison. "It's a
great way to express their griev-

ances," Forberg said.
Bass said that the ideas for
articles often just come from
something observed, but unmentioned, in campus life. "It
was just one of those things
where we were just thinking
about some funny complaints
about BC," he said. "Oh, the
food in McElroy is so bad, just
thekind of thing everyone thinks
about it."
"It's our goal to be funny
but inspired by real thoughts,"
Christie said. "I think the reason
that satire has a place anywhere
in society is that sometimes
observations can only be made
clear to people by making them
funny and ridiculous. Humor is
a form of the truth."
Forberg said that they use the
publication to draw attention
to what might otherwise go unnoticed on campus. "People will
say, 'Oh, we saw that,' but they
won't really think about it," she
said. "We did an article about
that funky little statue in the
Quad. People would come across
it day after day, so they knew
about it, but it wasn't really in
their radar."
Dewey agreed that their story
ideas can come from anywhere.
"It's about looking at the absurdity in everything," he said. "If
you look at anything too long,
you'll see what's funny and crazy
about it, and I think that's what
we try to do just look around.
Right here in this room [Corcoran Commons], Ibet there are at
least 10 articles to write."
Dewey said that their publication is a natural reaction to the
attitude some BC students have
about their lives and academic
efforts. "I think it's just one
of those things where so many
people at BC take themselves
so seriously in so many aspects
of their lives," he said. "I think
everything needs to be laughed
-

The satirical paper, The New England Classic, has carved out a place for itself on campus since its creation by two sophomoresin their dormroom two years ago.
at at some point. Whether it's
the UGBC [the Undergraduate
Governmentof Boston College]
or ODSD, whatever institution
it may be around here, it needs
to be laughed at."
"There are a lot of people
who have the feeling that organizations like UGBC or other
organizations that are meant
to represent the school are
kind of a resume builder for the
people who are in it, and kind
of a political thing rather than
a reaching-out kind of thing,"
Christie said.
Forberg said that neither she
nor any of the other students
who contribute to the Classic
receive recognition for the work
they put in, "I'm pursuing it
because it's fun," she said. "It's

a different way to express news,
and it puts things that happen
at BC in a different light. A lot

of times when I write articles
I'll think about what's the main
news at BC and if I can make it
funny. That's the point of having
a satirical paper."
Forberg and Geaney said
that they are no longer worried
that the Classic will disappear
after they graduate. They said
that response from freshmen
has been very strong this year.
Bass, Christie, and Dewey said
that they have every intention of continuing to publish
their wry takes on all things
BC for the rest of their time
as students here. "I would love
to have something like The
Observer, like The Heights, with

a full publication and a bigger

staff."
Forberg and Geaney said
that the Classic has done much
better than they could have
ever anticipated. "We put out
our first issue not expecting it
to go anywhere," Geaney said.
However, she would still like to
see the publication recognized
by the University, and receive
official support. Christie tried
to obtain support last year, but
was denied. "I attended all the
meetings and gave them all the
information I had to, and they
knew me through Katie," Christie said. "We never heard from
them again."
Forberg and Geaney said
that they could not have gotten
this far without the enthusiastic

support they have received from
friends and the positive student
response to their publication. "I
wouldn't have done it if Jacqui
wasn't on board," Forberg said.
"It's so much easier to work on
a team. That definitely has its
part in actually getting it done
and actually doing it."
Christie said that he thinks
there may be more students out
there with ideas, but that they
do not always get to see them
actualized. "I'm sure there's
all sorts of great ideas floating around this school in kids'
heads, but BC being the size it
is and all the stuff you need to
go through to get anything done,
it takes a while," he said. "But
anyone who has a good idea
should go with it." \u25a0

GLC, OLAA gather to discuss homosexuality in Latino community
By

Andrew La Follette

For The Heights
As a part of the celebration
of Hispanic Heritage month,
the GLBTQ Leadership Council
(GLC) and the Office of Latin
American Affairs (OLAA) cosponsored a panel discussion
titled "From the Closet to the
Classroom Intersections: Latino
Masculine Gender and Sexuality." The event brought the two
communities together to discuss
important aspects of the Latino
homosexual community and the
homosexual experience at Boston
College.

Four panel speakers, each with
ties to the BC Latino culture,
were present to answer questions and speak about their own

personal experiences in dealing
with homosexuality and how they
have responded to the challenge
of educating others about the
struggles that the community
faces.
The coordinators of the event
were Larissa Belcic, GLC vicepresident and A&S '10, and Jeans
Santana, AHANA Leadership
Council (ALC) and OLAA member and A&S TO. The two invited
panel members not only from the
Latino homosexual community,

but also from outside of it to give
a comprehensive view of the subject from different angles.
The four panel members
stressed the importance of continuing to strive for acceptance
despite the great strides made in
the United States with the election of both President Obama
and Supreme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor.

Jennie Purnell, a professor in
the political science department,
reminded the audience of current problems with acceptance.
"There was a large backlash in the
U.S. when same sex marriage was
legalized in Massachusetts, and

Male students relocated to other
on-campus residence halls
Williams, from Al
Humphreys said that the
numbers worked out such that
the freshmen female students
should be housed in Williams
to accommodate for their large
number. "It's the way that the
numbers worked out," he said.
"The math worked out that we
were able to move the men to accommodate for the women."
Some male students who
were scheduled to live in Williams were re-located to Welch,
Roncalli, or Lower Campus
residence halls.
While there have been no
complaints thus far from freshmen living in Williams, several sophomores have sent complaints to Res Life protesting
their housing situation, Humphreys said.
He said that his office has
striven to take into account
all the opinions of students
involved in the process. "I do
realize that it's not a matter of
numbers for them, it's a matter
of how they're living," he said.
Humphreys has met with several
of the sophomore students to
discuss their living situation,
he said.
The lack of males in theresidence hall, and the delayed
notice of the presence of the
freshmen were causes of concern
for some sophomores.
Williams Hall resident Annalise Sundberg, A&S '12, said
that the largest issue she had
with the process was the way
the situation was handled by
Res Life. "It was definitely some-

thing that ResLife did not make
clear to us during the housing
lottery, which I think was really
unfair for the sophomores especially," she said in an e-mail.
"Most of us didn't even know
about the fact Williams [Hall]
was all girls until we got to
campus." This, Sundberg said,
prevented students from making
alternative arrangements over
the summer.
Emily Kilbane, a resident of
Williams and A&S '13, said that
the geographical distance of
Williams from the freshmen residence halls on Upper Campus
has stifled the social interaction
of some freshmen. "It does feel
like you're a bit isolated from
the other freshmen," she said.
"Even for students living on
Newton Campus, they have a
community of freshmen there.
We don't have that so much."
When asked about the sophomore reaction to the freshmen, Kilbane said that the
sophomores have been generally hospitable. "I thought they
wouldn't like us as much, but
the ones I've talked to have been
really nice," she said.
Fellow Williams resident
Raya Bagheri, A&S 13, said that
one issue is that of the Eagle
One cards, which, Bagheri said,
do not allow entry into dorms
on Upper Campus. "They told
us that the cards would let us
get into Upper Campus dorms,
so that we could hang out and
socialize, but that wasn't the
case," she said. "They still don't
work."

Bagheri said the issue was

presented to Res Life via her
resident assistant. She has not
received any response yet, she
said.
Humphreys said that placing freshmen in Williams has
allowed Res Life to decrease
the amount offorced triples on
Upper Campus. "We are actually down to approximately 100
forced triples right now, where
last year we were at around 120,"
he said.
When asked about preparations for next year's freshman
class, Humphreys said that
ResLife will continue to stay in
communication with other University offices and will continue
to weigh student issues that
arise from this year's situation.
"We are going to be working
with the office of enrollment
management, without question," he said. "It's hard to
guarantee that something like
this won't happen again. One
of the things I'm going to use is
the feedback from the Williams
women to figure out what the
issues are so that when we have
to make decisions in the future,
I have real student feedback
and what works, what doesn't
and why."
Humphreys said that next
year's freshman class will have
to be analyzed before conclusions can be made. "I don't
think [the current situation] is a
bad thing. Some students have a
different view," he said. "It's not
to say I would do this again, its
not to say I wouldn't. We have
to look at the scenario we are
dealing with in the future." \u25a0

work on acceptance should not
end now," she said. Victor Marchetto, a panel member and A&S
TO, said that we can constantly
improve our own communities
by educating others about the
homosexual community.
Manuel Vasquez, a resident

director at BC, highlighted the
importance of individuality in
Latino culture. "Being who you
are is the most crucial thing you
can do, your parents will not stop
loving you," he said.
Jorge Gaitan, BC Law '11, said
that acceptance does not always
come easily and may take a long
time to reach even with the clos-

people in our lives, but that
should not stop people from being
themselves.
Marchetto said he recognized
this when he arrived at BC and
decided to join GLC despite being straight. His bond with many
gay and lesbian friends was
strong enough for him continue
the fight against discrimination
in light of uneasy receptions
from close people in his life, he
said. "Nothing would get done
if we did not act on our connections with people in our lives."
The panel stressed that education is at the forefront of
eliminating the barrier that ofest

ten separates the homosexual

community and the mainstream
straight community at BC. Purnell said that differences should
not become something bigger
than they are. Vasquez also said
that even things that may seem
trivial can be positive.
"Refraining from using words
that show discrimination is a step
in the right direction," he said.
For Gaitan, the biggest challenge
is to branch out from the cliques
that people find themselves in
to meet people outside their
comfort zone. "If we don't do
this, we stay in circles that don't

intersect," he said.
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Student organizers committed to
making Heritage Month a reality
OLAA, from Al
month and the committee has
put in tons of work to make it a
success, but it is only as much
of a success as the amount of
students and faculty that attend."
Some highlights for the month
include Latino speakers lecturing
on everything from gender and
sexuality to corporate America,
and a candlelight vigil in the Quad
on Oct. 13.
A series of art exhibitions
will also be a part of the month's
activities. The month-long cel-

ebration will end on the evening
of Oct. 16 with a dinner and
performance by the BC bOp! Jazz
Ensemble. As part of the closing
ceremony, the Office of Student
Affairs along with the Office of
AHANA Student Programming
(OASP) and the Hispanic Heritage Committee will be organizing the First Annual Latin Soul
Arts Festival. This event will host
speakers, live music, and Latino
artists. "Hispanic Heritage month
is a celebration and meditation
on the various contributions of
Latinos in the United States,"

Hart said. "It is a month where my
cultural background is celebrated
and my heritage is honored. To see
how Boston College has embraced
the month and celebrated with
me makes me extremely happy
and proud to be a Boston College
student." Leyva also commented
on the event. "The cejebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month means
the world to me," he said. "It
brings my Boston College experience full circle. It is the realization
of my dream at Boston College; a
dream that I never thought would
come

true."
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ACROSS
Disappear
gradually
5 Prohibition agent
Eliot
9 Vatican-related
14 Like deserts
15 Heavenly bear
16" you clever!"
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Spring Break 2010. Sell trips, earn

AWESOME OFF-CAMPUS HOUSES
AND APTS FOR RENT. SEPTEMBER 2010! Looking for the best offcampus houses and apartments near
BC for next fall? Now is the time to

cash and go free. Call for group

discounts. Best prices guaranteed!
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida. 800-648-4849

orwww.ststravel.com.
MOTOR HOME RENTALS STILL
AVAILABLE FOR NOTRE DAME!

look! Call Keith at 617-899-8475 for
EXCLUSIVE listings on Foster St.,
Kirkwood Rd., Braemore Rd., Chestnut Hill Ave., Manet Rd., Crosby Rd.,
Orkney Rd., Gerald Rd., Radnor Rd.,
South St. and more. Beautiful houses
and nicely maintained buildings in the
best BC locations. Easy walk to class!
The larger properties rent quickly

Completely self-contained. Can hold
up to 16 passengers and. can sleep
up to 10. You can drive yourself or
be chauffeured in a motor home or
a "million-dolloar tour bus," which
sleeps nine and seats 30. Call for
quotes 800-338-2578; open seven
days a week. Fuller Motor Home
Rentals: Check out our web site at:
www.fullerrv.com.

every year. Call 617-899-8475 today.
Appointments available every day up
to 8 p.m. Pick and drop off at campus.
Got your group together? Let's go!
Call Keith ©617-899-8475.
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Directions: The Sudoku is played over a 9x9 grid. In each row there are 9 slots,
some of which are empty and need to be filled.
Each row, column and 3x3 box should contain the numbers 1 to 9. You must
follow these rules:
Number can appear only once in each row
? Number can appear only once in each column
\u25a0 Number can appear only once in each 3x3 box
? The number should appear only once on row, column or area.
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5 Convent
residents
6 Historical period
7 Kazakhstan, until
1991:Abbr.
8 Assertions
9 Peel, as a rind
10 Opera highlight
11 Game played
with a baby
12 "Raggedy" girl
13 Inc., in England
18 Appointmentconfirming

You're
little
loure iust
mv iirae
jimmy

narcissus.
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44 Like fine coifs
46 Notes after dos
48 Garage jobs
50 Britisn machine
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51 Bakers fat
52 Stodgy old-timer
Four: Beatles
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Answers to Crossword and Sudoku
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Abbr.
23-Setwitha
sharper picture,
briefly
e 9nS
m
26 Traffic am
honker
27 "Isn't that cute!"
exclamations
DOWN
30 Prom car
31 Persistently
1 Passes out
worrying
2 Weapons
storehouse
32 °_ Eyes": 1975
3 Baby seat cover?
Eagles hit
4 Pieces jigsaw
33 Poetic dusks
puzzlers usually 34 Bryn
College
start with
35 Heroic exploit
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40 Give body to, as
hair
41 Obvious disdain
42 Meditator's
syllables
45 Calculate sums
46 Coarse file
47 Rub it in
49 Key in the sea
52 Defective, as
wiring
53 Armchair
quarterback's
bby
C
57
Change
58 Summoned the
butler
59 Peace Prize
winner Wiesel
a
red
61 Remain
62Between-yourtoes grains
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20 Motel restriction
21 T-bone, for one
22 Lock of hair
23 Med. plan choices
25 Opposite of
"Huh?"
28 Damascus is its
?£ ap;.. ,
29 Fashion s Gucci
and actor Ray
31 Nudge rudely
33 Makes a long
story short?
34 City leaders
35 Ideal getaway
38 Taken care of
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ATTENTION SOPHOMORES!!!
OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING FOR
NEXT FALL! Now is the time to be
looking for your off-campus house
or apartment for September 2010.
We've got the best selection of great
places.Many EXCLUSIVE listings
that can ONLY be seen through us!
All the best locations including the
legendary most wanted addresses.
CALL TODAY! We'll pick you up
and drop you off at campus. DON'T
LET SOMEBODY ELSE TAKE THE
APARTMENT OR HOUSE YOU REALLY WANT! Call Kate at 617-5014892 or Keith at 617-899-8475 today
for an immediate appointment!
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EDITORIALS

QUOTE OF THE DAY

'New England Classic'
integral part of culture

"A discriminating irreverence is the creator and protector of human
?Mark Twain

liberty."

THE ISSUE: New England Classic denied school funding
WHAT WE THINK: Publication is best left independent
A writer onceremarked, "A discriminating irreverence is the creator and
protector of human liberty." That man
was Mark Twain, andthat sentiment has
consistently driven satirists and cultural
gadflies in most civilizations.
Humor, and particularly satire, gives
the creator an opportunity to blindside
someone with the truth.It is a vehicle to
clarity and discussion that is not rivaled
by straight news or proper essays. Is it
any wonder that videosfrom The Onion
News Network log thousands ofWeb hits,
or that Jon Stewart was found to be one
of the most trusted men in America in a
2007 Pew Research Center poll?
Satire has a particularly important
role on a university campus, where a
culture of creativity, intelligence, and
freewheeling enthusiasm is often met
with bureaucracy, stuffiness, and arrogance. Enter Boston College's own
satirical publication, The New England
Classic. This is a piece of campus culture that\only came into existence two
years ago, filling a much lamented void
at this school.
The Classic gives intelligent,thoughtful, and engaged students the opportunity to anonymously critique the life
and times of BC in a way that is both
funny and revealing. It often gives the
reader pause and initiates discussions
about topics that may be considered
inappropriate in any other setting. And
this is the benefit of such a medium it
-

lends itself beautifully to both pointed
observationand raucous parody.
The students who started The Classic
did so on their own, without University
funding, as an intellectualexercise. They
are not receiving academic credit for
their enterprise, and their clippings
from the broadsheet will probably not
end up in a resume packet. Yet, this is
a model for any creative venture within
a campus society. It must be relatively
spontaneous and organized without
adrninistrative meddling.
That is why we encourage editorsand
writers with The New England Classic
to remain independent and unfunded
by the University. To become dependent on BC would create a conflict of
interest that would be a detriment to
their particular brand of lampooning.
Instead, we encourage The New England
Classic to initiate grassrootsfundraising
among the student body< Selling Classic
T-shirts, which could become campuscultural institutions in their own right,
or sponsoring soirees are someideasfor
maintaining independencewhilesoliciting funds. These would also draw students into the fold by including people
in the culture of satire.
We strongly encourage The New
England Classic to keep up their great
work. BC is indebted to your insights
and wit. So keep your discriminating
irreverence sharp, and we can't wait for
the next issue'.

Parents' Weekend is a
clash of identities
THE ISSUE: Parents descend on campus for the weekend
WHAT WE THINK: School, students, and parents feel the stress
. While Parents' Weekend is enjoyable
for most students and parents, it can be
far more stressful than a normal outing
with the family. In a sense, parents have
invaded our turf, the campus where we
exist as fully functioning and independent individuals. College is the time
when most young people experiment,
reshaping their identities and forging
their own paths. This is apparent during
vacations when our new personalities
clash with our old ones at home. Most
of us have changed andevolved dramatically since high school, the last time we
were living at home. '\u25a0
While our parents are still deeply
involvedwith forming our personalities,
it is necessary to take the opportunity
offered in college and break away from
who we were and focus on who we will
be. Now, when a parent sees their child,
who is still semi-dependant, expertly
navigate their own world, it throws off
the entire balance of power that has
existed for the past two decades. The
parents are now the ones depending on
their children for guidance in an unfamiliar situation, and even if this only
lasts for the weekend, the shift is difficult
to overcome.
Beyond this role-reversal, there is a
tremendous amount of pressure that goes
alongwith Parents' Weekend. Our daily
lives came under scrutiny as parents met
friends, attended classes, and judged
how their money is being spent. Boston
College is a hugeinvestment, so students
and the Universityworked to make good
on the $50,000 expectation.

In three days, students had to demonstrate how well they can balance
classes, friends, activities, and living in a
city; parents had to balance their desire
to micromanage their child's life again
with the desire to be "cool." The University itselfhas a tremendous amount
of pressure to put forth its best face, not
only in the physical presentation of the
campus but also in major planned events
like Pops on the Heights, Saturday's
football game, and the family Mass.
Despite all of this, though, Parents'
Weekend is one of the most exciting parts of fall semester. Students
can relish the joy of showing off their
freshly minted independence to their
parents, and the parents get to relive
their glory days in this college fantasy
camp of football, tailgating, and campus culture.
We can meet and be fascinated by
our friends' parents, seeing exactly how
far the apple has fallen from the tree.
We can revel in the overwhelmingexperience of game day as seen through our
parents' unfamiliar eyes. For students,
Parents' Weekend is the comfort of
home brought directly to our residence
halls in the form of a batch of brownies or just a reassuring conversation
about life back at home. Furthermore,
this is the last time we will spend time
with our parents until Thanksgiving
or Christmas, so any time together, no
matter how stressful, is instrumental
in reminding us how much we owe our
parents for the opportunity to attend

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Recent advertisement is acceptable, not 'proselytizing'
As if anticipating the weakness in his own argument,
Mr. Talia rebuts those of us he calls his "opponents" by
saying that "it is a grave insult to [his] intelligence" to
remind him that Boston College is a Catholic institution. So as not to push any of the wrong buttons, I'll
choose my words carefully.
An education of higher learning, regardless of its
religious association, shouldbe an arena of mutual
respect and ecumenicalism. No doubt, with its many
multi-faith prayer services, numerous non-Christian
faith groups (each with its own section on Campus
Ministry's Web site), and an entire campus space dedicated to multi-faith worship, Boston College is living
true to these ideals. Having said this, to honor its ties
with its Jesuit founders and the tradition of the Catholic Church, BC is allowed if not obliged to reserve a
special place for the Catholicfaith.
Mr. Talia asks us to draw a line that demarcates
when and where religion is appropriate on our campus.
Such an action, however, runs entirely contrary to the
entire idea of a religious institution. Ideas about God
and the action they inspire us to take should permeate
all aspects of our lives. Religion is not to be compartmentalized into only certain areas of our private lives.
Even if we concede, however, that at an institution of
higher learning there is some chasm that separates the
secular from the holy, I see no reason why a Campus
Ministry offering the private services of a committed
and open-minded spiritual adviserwould cross this
line.
Strangely, Mr. Talia states that he does "not have a
problem with Campus Ministry encouraging people to
come to them [sic] for spiritual guidance, but [does]
have a tremendous problem with it advertising the
particular sect of Christianity." Sentences later, however, Mr. Talia concludes his article with a manifesto
against spirituality in general, asserting that it is easier
to "lead a fulfilling and moral life without it." If a belief
in high powers really does inhibit our ability to live
well, Mr. Talia actually should be concerned with all of
the spiritual guidance Campus Ministry provides, not
solely its Catholic roots.
Finally, to address the objection Mr. Talia raises
toward BC's commitment to form "the whole person," I'll defer to the great writer C.S. Lewis who said,
"Education without values, as useful as it is, seems
rather to make man a more clever devil." Adhering
to the Jesuit tradition of educating the whole person
(cura personalis), Boston College attempts to heed Mr.
Lewis's advice by providing its students with more than
a graduation diploma and the technical skills to take
the next step in life. By actively availing the services of
Campus Ministry, BC lives true to its goal of educating
the.heart, as well as the mind and body.
-

-

Patrick

Before you try to "estimate" why no one was outraged
at an advertisement from Campus Ministry (how you
soon you forgot any logic you learned from your Statistics course!) perhaps you should recall the fundamental
purpose of an "advertisement": It is to inform a potential
consumer about the availability of a product or service.
You seem to think that any product or service you
disagree with ought to be banned. So much for freedom
of speech or expression in Sean's world. That is why
"secular" newspapers such as The New York Times and The

Boston Globe accept advertisements for religious services.
They respect the right of individuals to be informed
where and when services are held. The reader is free to,
avail themselves of those services. The vast majority of
your classmates seem to value this freedom much more
than you do.
Richard McGowan, S.J.
Adjunct Associate Prof., Economics Dept.
As I began reading "Religion is not the final indicator"
in last Thursday's Heights, I thought that it was a joke,
but then I realized that Sean Talia was actually serious.
Talia is upset that Campus Ministry would make information available to students on campus abouthow they can .
become Catholic. (This is not proselytizing, as he claims.
That's something else.) Why is he so surprised? Is the idea
that a non-Catholic attending a Catholic university might
want to become Catholic or find out information about
what it means to be Catholic so bizarre? Each year, a
handful of students domake this decision and isn't it possible that before beginning the process they did not know
with whom to speak? How many students know that the
campus minister to speak about regarding being received
into the Church is Sister Mary Sweeney? I'm guessing few,
which is why the ad and fliers are so necessary.
Talia's comparison to running an ad about converting to
Islam is not even remotely the same. Itwould certainly be
shocking if Catholic Campus Ministry began advertising on
how to become Muslim. It would not be shocking if a Muslim university did so. It wouldn't be shocking if the Muslim
Student Association did so at a non-Muslim university. He
also makes up a false comparison to teaching creationism
in biology classes. Since when are Catholics creationists?
. Talia then goes on to assert that Campus Ministry
should not be allowed to state Catholic teaching oncampus. He finds the fact that Campus Ministry believes being
religious is essential to being human as something offensive. He thinks that he can live a fully human life without
worshipping God. Sadly, he is mistaken. Every instant of
our lives, God sustains us in existence. This is a pure gift
that He does not need to give to us. To be fully human is
to respond with saying "thank you" and worshipping the
Creator. To not acknowledge this Creator and to fail to
worship Him in some form is to miss what it means to be
human at its most essential level.

Cassidy

AdS '10

Andrzej Jawie

A&S '06

this school.

READERS NOTE:

The Heights welcomes Letters to the
Submissions must be signed and
Editor not exceeding 200 words and should include the author's connection
column submissions that do not exceed to Boston College, address, and phone
700 wordsfor its qp/ed pages.
number. Letters and columns can be
The Heights reserves the right to edit submitted online at www.bcheights.
for clarity, brevity, accuracy, and to com, by e-mail to editor@bcheights.
prevent libel. The Heights also reserves com, in person, or by mail to Editor,
the right to write headlines and choose The Heights, 113 McElroy Commons,
illustrations to accompany pieces subChestnut Hill, Mass. 02467.
mitted to the newspaper.
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Swine Oh-Nine

Thumbs up
Boston Pops This
weekend's 17th Annual
-

Pops on the Heights event
was simply magical. We
laughed, we cried, we
blushed, we applauded,
we ate a boxed dinner,
and then we twirled glow

sticks. Bernadette Peters
and the BC Chorale sang
wonderfully, and the
orchestra played some of
the most memorable film
scores of the last century.
TU/TD can't think of
a better way to spend a
Friday night with family and
friends.
Career Fair Last week,
the Career Center hosted
a career fair in Conte
Forum. Particularly
zealous students dressed
in business formal and
perfumed their resumes
for a plethora of local and
national businesses while
English majors staged
protests in their rooms and
cursed the "rat race" of
corporate America. Don't
worry English majors, even
the finance majors are
having trouble finding work.
-

Quidditch

The UGBC
will' be hosting BC's first
Quidditch Cup sometime
this October. This is a
prime opportunity for all
the closeted (and not so
closeted) Harry Potter fans
on campus to live out one
of their deepestfantasies.
How can playing a huge
game of dodgeball on the
Dustbowl while running
with a broom or mop
between your legs not be a
memorable experience?
-

Thumbs Down

Tales from

Tinseltown
Hayley Trahan-Liptak

I am going to get swine flu. If no one

else on this campus gets the illness, I
will simply because I am sitting here

laughing as I write this. Ever since the
hysteria descended on our campus at
the beginning of the year, the mention
of swine flu has the symptom of making
me smile in the same highly inappropriate way as laughing at a funeral.
Are you developing insensitivity to
swine flu too? Are you becoming immune to the extreme precautions simply because they are overzealous? Here
are the symptoms you need to look for:
It starts with a cough. Maybe you
have an allergy or something got temporarily stuck in your throat, but either
way someone is going to half jokingly
suggest that you have IT. That is, the
swine flu! We hear so much about it in
the news; every cough or sneeze must
be a symptom; every drop of sweat is
ah indication of a fatal fever. You try to
convince your friends that there's just
a piece of chicken lodged in your windpipe, but they run away in horror that
you might spread your deathly germs.
Next, you start to notice the precautions taken to thwart the spread of the
disease. Most colds and illnesses can
be spread through germs on hands and
in eating areas. But with the swine flu,
this danger is apparently much more
real. Never before were hand sanitizer
dispensers located so prominently on
display in all the dining halls. ResLife
even dipped into their coffers and came
up with personal bottles of hand sanitizer, complete with the BC logo, for all
residents.
Speaking of dining halls, if you have
a severe case offlu insensitivity, you
begin to laugh at the clever capitalization offood services as they offer
"flu buddy packs" for roommates in
need. Students come down with colds
every year, but never before have the
buddy packs found their way onto our
may

shelves with their generous offerings of
Ramen noodles and saltines.
Actually, never before have they
had a lot of these things. While it may
sound callous, swine flu is just another
new cold that we have to take the typical precautions against. You may have
heard that the disease is striking and
killing thousands, that we're all going
to fall ill, and that schools will close
down for weeks. But those rumors are

Bobby Bingle

I used to be amazed by some of the
movies that were made each year. I
couldn't believe that certain films received
ample funding. I am no longer amazed
because Ihave a better understanding of
what makes money in Hollywood, even
though it is still amusing to me.
I often imagine what some ofthe
meetings at which the ideas for these
movies were pitched would be like, so
I've decided to muse about a few of them.
I'm only thinking about movies that were
well-funded and made some money. So I
leave out such gems as "The Howling III:
The Marsupials" and "The Tony Blair
Witch Project."
Here's how some of these meetings
might have gone:

Hollywood Executive: What do you got

for me?

just indications of the spread of the
extreme paranoia of the swine flu.
According to Reuters news service
and their Harvard research professors, the HINI flu virus is a category 1
pandemic, the same as the average seasonal flu. Yet HINI has aneven smaller

mortality rate, between .007 and .045
percent, compared to the seasonal flu's
rate of .1 percent. All evidence points to
the swine flu affecting peoplejust like a
normal flu. That means we should take
the normal precautions.
You may feel like everyone you
know who is sick on campus thinks
they have the swine, causing you to
feel that you will be next to fall prey
to the pandemic. Look a little closer
and you'll see that swine has just been
lumped together with other fall colds.
According to the infirmary, they are
no longer testing for HINI. Instead,
students are diagnosed based on the
symptoms they exhibit. The symptoms
they are looking for? Cough, fever,
nausea, sore throat the same symptoms of almost every cold. As a result,
-

the infirmary will treat every cold you
get this fall as if it might be swine flu.
If it begins to seem like a massive flu
pandemic has struck, it is probably
only because they are treating every
cold like it has.
It is great we are taking necessary
precautions, that the importance of
washing our hands and not sharing our
germs is being highlighted once again.
But every year the flu descends on the
world. Some people get sick, some
people don't. Thus far, the swine flu
has followed the same path, some get
sick and some don't. Almost everyone
survives. Driving in a car is more likely
to injure you than swine flu is likely to
creep up on you and toss you aside.
Choking on that piece of chicken without your friends nearby is more likely
to kill you than swine flu is to hunt you
down.
Take the precautions, but be realistic.
Hayley Trahan-Liptak is a Heights staff
columnist. She welcomes comments at
htrahan-liptak@bcheights.com.

Pitch person: I'm thinking four middleaged men living in the suburbs all experience a midlife crisis around the same
time. To combat their crises, the four
men decide to buy motorcycles andride
around the country. They eventually form
their own biker gang. But the thing is, they
have no experience being in a biker gang!
They're four middle-aged men from the
suburbs! Undoubtedly, hilarity ensues.

Hollywood Executive:Hmmm... I like
where you're going with this. Who are you
thinking for the roles?
Pitch person: I'm thinking Travolta for
the leader, Martin' Lawrence for the racial
jokes, William H. Macy for the shy, weak
one, and Martin Short for comedic relief.

Hollywood Executive: I like it. But I
need Tim Allen in it. Put in Allen for
Short and it's sold.

Hollywood Executive:Let me hear it.
Pitch person: Rom. Com. Matthew McConaughey. Kate Hudson.
Hollywood Executive:

Pitch person:

Hollywood Executive: I like it. What's
the story?
Pitch person: Story? Err So, McConaughey is a a treasure hunter. And
his wife, Hudson she works on a boat
and wears a bikini very often. And, err
she divorces him at the beginning. So
they don't like each other, but they still
love each other deep down. Then, err
McConaughey finds a map to a treasure
that will change everything. And the two
try to find it. But err there is a a
gangster who wants the treasure as well.
And he has henchman.
...

...

...

The Line

-

SuperFans

trying to enter Saturday's
football game at the student
gate found themselves
enmeshed within a thicket
of human bodies and
confusion. It isn't entirely
clear what catsed the severe
blockade, but TU/TD is
going to wantonly levy all
blame against TeamOPS.
Gates are created for one
specific reason: access. It's
pretty difficult to screw that
function up.

Notre Dame This TD
isn't so much for our
Midwestern rival (stay
tuned for that) as it is for
BC students who decided
to update their Facebook
statuses and AIM away
messages with things like
"Notre Dame!," "NOTRE
DAME!," or "notre dame
woooo," immediately
*
following the ticket
lottery'results. Not only
is this unnecessary, but
it is extremely offensive
considering these mediums
are reserved for expressing
utter despair about school
work.
-

Mel Martinez This former
U.S. senator from Florida,
who resigned his post
and left office earlier this
month, has decided to move
across D.C. to K Street
and begin work with a very
powerful law and lobbying
firm. When Martinez made
the original announcement
of his intention to leave the
Senate, he stated that it
was in order to spend more
time with his family. At this
time, it is unclear when
Benjamin Franklin and
Ulysses S. Grant became
members of the Martinez
clan.

The mining of our childhood
ing Rainbow, Goosebumps, Babysitter's
Club, and Animorphs, and the list goes
on. Compare that to '80s kids who got

Dan Esposito
I am very excited about the upcoming film adaptation of Maurice Sendak's
10-sentence long opus Where the Wild
Things Are. I am very, very, very, very
excited about Where the Wild Things
Are. I'm excited because as a child, I
read that book, those 10 sentences,
several hundred times. I read that book
enough times that I could whisper it
to myself in the dark when I couldn't
sleep. I loved it so much that last year,
as a 20-year-old college junior, I had
a friend of mine stitch me a wolf suit
to wear for Halloween. Once again,
I'm very excited about the movie. The
problem is, though, that excitement is
accompanied by a very palpable sense
of foreboding, and a strange sense of
guilt.
Let me explain; we are children of
the '90s. It's hard to deny that we grew
up during one of the best decades in
history to have one's childhood. We had
Super Soakers, Power Rangers, Furbies, Beanie Babies, Pokemon, yo-yos,
Nickelodeon (when it was good), Read-

Pound Puppies, Pogo balls, and the
Rubik's cube, and we're coming out way
ahead. Match us up against kids of the
1860s, and our double-digit life expectancy on its own tips the scales.
How could anyone not be nostalgic
for a time when Salute Your Shorts was
immediately followed by Hey, Dudel and
Skip-It was a hazard to shins everywhere? As a result of our sepia-toned
and completelyradical memories, the
marketing and commercial world has
been looking back into the past and
seeing Lite-Brite dollar signs. The
minjng of our childhood ranges from
the subtly tasteful (seeing someone in
McElroy wearing a Blue Barracudas
T-shirt) to the cheesy (G.I. Joe: The Rise
of Cobra) to the disastrous (Will Ferrell's
Land of the Lost adaptation) to the
downright offensive (The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle CGI film that launched
in 2007).
While it's always spine-tinglingly
nice to see a childhood classic redone
with respect and attention to detail,
a la Wes Anderson's upcoming film
adaptation of The Fantastic Mr. Fox,
it is a guilty pleasure we may need to
part with for the greater good. The first
unfortunate side affect ofconcept recycling in children's media is a condition

-

FROM HERE TO RESERVOIR

BY SAL CIPRIANO

of mental drought. If the industry is
constantly refurbishing old concepts, by
nature it is not developing new ones. As
terrific as the vestiges of our childhood
are, there comes a time to lay them to
rest respectfully, as keeping them alive
past their time can result in something
horrible like Indiana Jones and the
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull.
The second and much more worrisome side affect of continually marketing our youth back to us is that it
slows and stifles our own growth into
adulthood. No matter how childish it
seems, as long as they're selling Are You
Afraid of theDark on DVD I'll be buying.
Sure, we can only blame ourselves for
wearing a Captain Planet shirt to a job
but why are they even making
them in adult sizes anyway? Point is,
as lucrative as a gigantic demographic
of financially independent children is,
we need to send the entertainment and
fashion industry the message that we
want something new.
While I'll still be going to see Where
the Wild Things Are when it comes out
in October, I'll be doing so with a heavy
heart and with the knowledge that I
can only dwell on a treasured childhood
memory for so much longer.

...

...

...

...

Hollywood Executive: Hmm
Pitch person: And

...

...

hilarity ensues.

...

Dan Esposito is a Heights staff columnist. He welcomes comments at desposito@bcheights.com.

Hollywood Executive: Get McCo-.
naughey and Hudson on the phone, we
have a movie to make!

Hollywood Executive: Alright, shoot.
Pitch person: The film would be loosely
based on a Steven King novella. The
main character would a businessman accused of murdering his wife and her lover.
He would be sentenced to life imprisonment in Maine. In prison, the man would
meet many friends and endure many
hardships. He would make a lifelong
friend in an older man. Possibly Morgan
Freeman. Then he would complete an
incredible escape. The film would be
character driven and tackle themes of
revenge, friendship, acceptance, and

redemption.
Hollywood Executive: I see.
Pitch person: What do you think?

Hollywood Executive:I like the idea of
basing it offof something already done.
But what about basing it off a television
series instead of a book?
Pitch person: Sir?

Hollywood Executive: What if we base
it off that show, what was it... it was in
Canada Ithink. There was a hero. A cop?
A Ranger? Hahaha, and remember there
was the crazy guy with the bluish face. I
thinkit was animated.
Pitch person: (under breath) I need a
double shot ofClorox.

Hollywood Executive: Hahaha, what was
that show?
Pitch person: Dudley Do-Right, sir.
Hollywood Executive: Yes! That's the
one. Good work! Now somebody get me
Brendan Frasier and let's get this rolling.
Bobby Single is a Heights

staff colum-

nist. He welcomes comments at bbingle®

bcheights.com.
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'Observe' this: Hill's mall flick is no 'Paul Blart'
By Krysia Wazny

Heights Contributor

In the months since its release in
theaters, Observe and Report has received its fair share of scathing reviews.
And yes, when a
movie combines
OBSERVEAND
themes of bipoREPORT
larity, alcoholism,
Jody Hill
inner city crime,
De Line Pictures
drugs, and police
brutality (and presents them as a comedy) its morals are bound to come into
question. However, if one accepts this
brand of dark and shocking humor, it
becomes a perversely funny movie of
one man's search for self-affirmation.
As a film featuring Seth Rogen,
Observe and Report is atypical. After
viewing the trailer, it may still seem
possible that Rogen is playing his
standard loveable screwball role. A
scene or two into the movie dispels this
assumption. His character, Ronnie,
is simple-minded, crass, and slightly
psychotic. His second appearance as a
cop hardly resembles his performance

as Officer Michaels in Superbad. However, Rogen plays the character well,
proving that he may not be as typecast
as previously believed. The film is less
surprising from writer and director
Jody Hill, whose most recent television
series Eastbound and Down pushes the
limits of social norms in ways similar to
Observe and Report, with similar results.

The plot follows thusly: Ronnie
Barnhardt is a mall security guard on a
mission. After a flabby streaker flashes
several customers, Ronnie takes it upon
himself to launch an investigation and
apprehend the perp. Matters become
complicated after several robberies
strike the premises, and the local police
force is called to action. Offended by
this infringement upon his turf, Ronnie decides his best bet is to upstage
them and enroll in the police academy. The story chronicles his efforts
to fulfill his dream and gain respect.
A mall is an appropriate location for
this story. There are few places where
major problems fall away to triviality
and petty issues become all consuming.
The mall serves as anexcellent backdrop

for the petty selfishness and self-importance shown by most of the characters.
Robbery and a pervert loom huge in
the usually 'calm mall atmosphere, allowing the more serious issues in the
characters' personal lives to be downplayed with humorous effect. When
there's a fat man running around naked,
who cares whose kid is selling crack?
The beauty of this movie, and what
makes it amusing, is its ridiculousness. It won't be the feel-good film
of the year, and it will make anyone
with a healthy conscience a little Uncomfortable at points. Nevertheless,
as the insanity of what was just said
sinks in, and unnecessary qualms are
pushed aside, the laughter will begin.
Ronnie does not seem a likely hero. In
a movie thatblurs thelines between good
and evil, a true hero is hard to distinguish. Everyone is evil in his or her own
way, and by the conclusion, no one appears to be onthe road to recovery. Ronnie attempts to find validation through
his family, his crush, his job, and his
best friend. None provide him with the
self-affirmation he seeks. However, when

Petty screwball problems take the lead in Observe and Report, starring Faris and Rogen.

Arrogance? Check. Socially conscious anthems? More than you can
imagine. Brogues? You 'betcha. A night
of consistent entertainment? Without
a doubt. On Sept. 20, U2 rolled into
Foxboro's Gillette Stadium to give fans,
both young and old, all of this and
more within a two-hour, 23-song set.
I Bono, guitarist The Edge, bassist
Adam Clayton, and drummer Larry Mullen Jr. arrived on stage as David Bowie's
dreary"Space Oddity" poured out of the
sound system. The stage, a .circular monstrosity with ramps that lead the band
farther into the audience, was described
by the band as their own spaceship. At
various points during theshow, it changed
color and emitted bursts of smoke.
The band kicked off the night with a
quartet ofsongs from their latest album
No Line on The Horizon, beginning with
the upbeat rocker "Breathe." Although
the album was only moderately embraced
by the American public, each of these
songs sounded much more vibrant live,
even the inane "Get on Your Boots," a
boneheaded track perfectly designed
for stadium shows. It was a risky move
opening with four new tracks, but
U2 managed to pull it off effortlessly.
The set did an admirable job providing

the crowd with ample offerings of both
new and old. Harder songs like "Sunday
Bloody Sunday" sat comfortably beside
more mellow tunes like "MLK." U2 demonstrated that they are not a band that
relies on hits from the past. Recent radio

staples like "Vertigo" and "Beautiful
Day" were received just as enthusiastically as an old classics like "New Years
Day." By playing about half of their latest album, they made it clear that they
are making music today because they're
still driven, not just as anexcuse to tour.
The night was marked by a few
epic surprises as well. "The Unforgettable Fire," a song from the underrated 1984 album of the same name,
provided audiences with a dose of
droning 1980s textured new wave as
well as an impressive psychedelic light
show. Also, it was somewhat shocking
when the second encore began with
"Ultraviolet (Light My Way)," a minor
track from the album Aehtung Baby.
The two encores provided what may
have been the one setlist snafu of the
night. Initially, Bono and co. returned
to stage and launched into a one-two
punch of megahits "One" and "Where
the Streets Have No Name." The crowd
was dancing and singing exuberantly
to what could have been a perfect
end to the show. Instead, the second
encore featured "With or Without

tile. The two films were never intended
for the same audience and have little in
common apartfrom their setting. Observe
and Report is at least as humorous as it is
offensive and, with a solid ending, leaves
everyone with a sense of justice. A-

-

U2 a futuristic dazzler at Gillette
By Chris Dewey
Heights Staff

spiked in number recently. Comparisons
to Paul Blart: Mall Cop have proven fu-

Ronnie learns to find strength within
himself, he gains the respect of his peers
and an appreciationfor his own abilities.
Observe and Report is a genuinely funny movie. Though the humor is shocking,
it rarely stoops to cheap laughs which
cannot be said for many of the cookiecutter teen comedies that seem to have

Box Office Report

You," one of the band's biggest singalong tracks, sandwiched in between
the aforementioned "Ultraviolet" and
"Moment of Surrender" from the new
album. Though none of these songs
flopped, it was almost painfully obvious that the two sets should have been
flip-flopped for maximum effectiveness.
Each member of theband brought everything they had to the shpw. If Bono's
voice has lost any range or power over
the years it was not apparent that night
at Gillette. Similarly, The Edge, who
has never been considered a legendary
guitar hero, played admirably all night
as he drenched audiences in waves of
his signature shimmering guitar tone.
However, as some reviewers have noted
throughout the tour, the expansive stage
does present a bit of a drawback in
that it removes some of the interaction
and intimacy between band members.
Sure, you can argue that it would
have been great to hear some of the
other classics like "Bad" or "Pride (In
the Name of Love)," but on a tour that
attempts to combine the bulk of a new
album with a catalogue full of popular
hits, it is not surprising that a few well
known tunes would be excluded. Nearly
30 years after releasing their debut
album, it is still very apparent why U2
remains one of the most powerful and
enduring musical acts in our lifetime. \u25a0
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Bad All By Myself
6. Pandorum
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-WEEKEND GROSS FIGURES IN MILLIONS

Bestsellers of Hardcover Fiction
1. The Lost Symbol, Dan Brown

3. The Help, Kathryn Stockett

5. South

ofBroad, Pat Conroy

*

6. Spartan Gold, Clive Cussler

7. TTze White Queen, Philippa Gregory

Bono (left) was as powerful as ever in his performance at Foxboro's Gillette Stadium on Sept. 20, joined here by U2 guitarist The Edge (right).

9. TTze Gi'r/ Who Played with Fire, Stieg Larsson
.

ACCORDING TO PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY

Brand New reaches the threshold of their angst
By Brendan Fitzgibbons
Heights Contributor
Deceptively titled Daisy, the Long
Island masters of misery are back
with their fourth LP, an effort that
is anything but flowers and sun-

shine. Released last Tliesday, Brand
New delivers
DAISY
their follow-up
Brand New
to the critically
Interscope Records
acclaimed The
Devil and God are Raging Inside of
Me, an album praised for its rich
biblical references, catchy hooks,
and tortured vocals. But if you
thought the band had finally conquered its inner demons, then get
ready for the despairingly dark Daisy.
Amping up the gloom and suffering, Brand New wades the listener
through a wilderness of self-doubt,
spiritual trepidation, and an inescapable sense of helplessness. From the
electrically charged screamo fest of
the opener "Vices," to the distorted,
warbling, and quirky "At the Bottom,"
to the melancholic, chill-inducing
"Bought a Bride," Daisy expands the
band's sound to such a degree that it

is almost comical to believe that it is
the same band that wrote the ang-

sty teenage anthem "Your Favorite
Weapon." With grungy guitars, folky
stomps, and even the injection of an

old church lady's vocals at the beginning and end of the album, Brand
New is never afraid to experiment
with their post-punk 'emo' core.
Continuing with the similar themes
of their previous album, Daisy is
packedfull ofreferences to Christ, redemption, and religious doubts. Jesse
Lacey, the band's woeful frontman,
expands his vocals immeasurably,
as they range from subtle seductive
whispers to full out screams of anguish. His constant lamentable cries
never fail to capture the complete
and utter anguish of his tormented
soul. Lacey emphasizes his inability
to find any kind of catharsis for his
morose condition, as in the song
"You Stole," which reminds us how
we all "just sit around like broke down
cars in the lot waiting for repairs."
It is this singular line from Daisy
that highlights this critic's main
frustration with this talented band.
Although Brand New is quitepossibly

the best iri their genre and their particular form of "angst" is much more
mature than their contemporaries
(they seem to have darker demons
to wrestle with than somewhat trivial
issues like not getting a date to the
prom), it might just be possible that
Brand New has Anally has reached
the peak of their artistic anthem of
misery. Although it did seem impossible that the band would release a
darker album than their previous one,
they did with Daisy, except this time
the wails sound contrived. Instead of
sitting around like broke down cars,
perhaps it is time for the band to try
something completely different like
something (God forbid) upbeat! The
doom and gloom is wearing thin,
and after following up with their
practically flawless previous album,
The Devil and God, it is hard not
to see how the band had a difficult
task ahead of them. Even so, maybe
it is time for the band to finally experiment with something completely
out of their traditional sphere
it's
possible that a bit of flowers and
sunshine could be artistic turnaround
that this band is looking for. B-

-

Although Brand New is known for their "anthems of misery," they fail to find a fresh take on angst.
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Now playing on Paul Sulzer's iPod
Lucy In The Sky

With Diamonds

-
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Beatles
One Love

-

Bob Marley

Southern Girl Incubus
-

See You

9

/

In My Nightmares

Kanye

West
(ft. Lil Wayne)
Fall of the American Empire State
Radio
-

-

If There's Love Citizen
-

Cope

Like any "Masshole," Paul Sulzer packed his foul
language, scraggly beard, general lack of empathy, and
love for sports when he arrived on the Heights last August. Sulzer is listed at s'B", 155 lbs., but anyone who
has found himself in a fistfight with the asst. sports
editor for The Heights knows he plays rough for his
deceptively small frame. Incubus' "Southern Girl" has
the most sentimental value on his playlist; Sulzer says,
"It's a tribute to my boss, 'Stutzy." Paul's role model is
Cal Ripken Jr., and like the MLB great, and in Ripken's
likeness, Sulzer has never missed production even during strife. Ethan Stevenson
?
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-

Dispatch

Heaven's In New York

-

Let It Rock Kevin Rudolf and Lil
Monkey Wrench Foo Fighters

and
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Coolidge enlightens city

ATTENTION BC BANDS
Want to have your band featured in The Heights? If you are in or know
of a local band and want to get the word out about your music, the
Arts and Review section just might be able to help you.

Coolidge Corner, From AlO
enlighten, and engage building community through film culture."
This past weekend, the Coolidge
orchestrated one ofthe most refreshing
events in Boston this fall: a two-night
midnight screening of John Hughes's
1986 classic saga Ferris Bueller's Day
Off. Rinded by and coordinated with
T-shirt mogul Johnny Cupcakes,
the Ferris fiasco drew an immense,
animated, eclectic crowd
a crowd
that lined up and looped around the
75-year-old theater a full hour before
the screening. As the rest of the city's
students remained snug in their dorms,
the crowd of over 200 basked in the rare
score of watching one of their childhood favorites back in its full capacity.
Johnny Cupcakes already has other
nostalgic nights etched in the coming
months: for Halloween, the Coolidge
will screen Ghostbusters (featuring, as
he leaked Saturday night, two episodes
of the Nickelodeon cult classic Are You
Afraid of the Dark?), and for the Christmas season, it will feature Macauley
Culkin's opus, Home Alone.
In the coming weeks, this column
will highlight the exclusive events of
the Coolidge'. I hope you all join me in
venturing out into the unexplored, in
taking the day off from the ordinary
and slowing down your life, in becoming more like Bueller. \u25a0

Ben Shanbrom is looking for talented Boston College/Boston-area
based groups to feature in his budding local music section. Ifthis
sounds good to you, send a Myspace link some songs to benjamin.
shanbrom.t@fac.edu.

-

We'll check out your stuff and let you know if we're interested. If we
dig your sound, we'll set up an interview with you and get an article
written up.

Warning: The Heights Is not an open forum for shameless promotion.
We won't judge on stylistic bias, just quality. If you think you're good
enough, let The Heights help you take one of the most challenging'
early steps in being a local group: getting yourself heard.

-

In the words of Ferris, "life moves pretty fast." Coolidge Corner Theater can slow it down at bit.

"If you know any of the songs, sing along."
Pretty good sense of humility from a rock star, but
such is the true essence ofeveryman and frontman,
Mat Kearney, who played at the House of Blues'
main room last Wednesday. The tour promotes his
new album, City of Black and White, an acousticpop journey through the complex thoughts of a
seemingly simple man. This theme of complexity
despite the appearance of simplicity carried itself

throughout the show in not only the songs themselves
but the productions' technical and visual aspects.
The Beatles' "A Day in the Life" preceded the main
event, and this song alone, a song not even created
by Kearney, summed up the thematic thread of
the evening. Kearney is an average Joe; a native of
Oregon, he lives his day ordinarily and without airs.
Throw in the monster that is music, however, and
the struggles, the angst, the sadness of his normal
existence collide into a cacophony of glorious sound.
This everyman was about to deliver.
Kearney entered in muted shades of white and
black, wearing a white shirt, black pants, and black
fedora. The band's clothing mirrored the somberness
of Kearney's. Once he strummed the first chords
of his acoustic guitar, though, the string of white
lights creating a Christmas-like glow about the
stage were suddenly drenched in color, complexity,
and sound.
The set list brought together the best of his
debut album, Nothing Left to Lose, and his latest
work, displaying his greatest strengths as a singersongwriter. His delivery of the songs was nothing if
not sincere. When he sang the repetitious chorus of
"All I Have," the manner in which he forced out "My
heart breaks a little bit more" expressed all the raggedness and pleading of unrequitedlovewith a great
freshness. Emotions ran high throughout the arena
as Kearney shared more of his heart with the crowd;
the emotional highpoint was his performance of"In
the Middle," which Kearney dealt with the duality

of the swagger neeessaiy for the rap portions and
the shy confidence required for the larger than life
chorus effortlessly. Despite a few mistaken notes on
the piano, the connection forged between Kearney
and the audience was clear when everyone joined in
on the. "I'm gonna be alright" refrain. Through the
power of his voice and the sheer rush of emotions,
Kearney achieved an almost Morrissey-esque state
ofzen, especially on the newest album's title track.
While the sentimental aspects of the show were
touching, it would be foolish to think Kearney didn't
deliver as a showman. His performance of "Undeniable" channeled the greatest energy with its strong
percussion beat and Kearney's grinning enthusiasm. For the fans, though, Kearney's performance
of "Runaway Car" was the high point of the show;
Kearney abandonedhis guitar onstage and headed
onto the floor of the venue. He sang with audience
members, handed out high-fives, and clung to their
shoulders as if he were a brother or a best friend
rather than a recording artist. Special kudos are
necessary for guitarist Tyler Burkum for keeping the
energy up as Kearney mingled. Another energetic
highlight occurred in the encore as Kearney took
on Springsteen's "Dancing in theDark" with opener
Diane Birch, a 16-year-old with the vocal chops of
a young Janis Joplin. Kearney bounded and vaulted
about the stage with more childish joy and impressionability than ego.
The show was relatively standard, but Kearney
made several interesting choices. In his performance of "Girl America," he cut the interlude with
a rendition of Adele's "Chasing Pavements" to the
delight and great interest of the crowd. He hit his
experimental peak, though, as he recited a rap he
wrote for the city of Boston at the end of his set,
with references to the Red Sox, a shout out to Boston
College among other universities, and a look of love
to every corner of the House of Blues. As the lights
returned to sterile whites and the complex colors
faded, Kearney finished his rap with, "I'll be back
to Boston on another night." After this show, one
can only hope. \u25a0
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By Darren Ranck
Heights Editor
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Kearney woos HOB crowd
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New challenges. Global mindset.
Opportunities to 9 row ' The Ernst & Yount3
Global Student Exchange Program offers you
all this and more. Not just at your home office
location, but abroad as well. From day one,
you'll collaborate with people of diverse

*K-backgrounds-both professionally and
culturally. And you'll gain invaluable
international exposure. With Ernst & Young,
there's no limit to what you can achieve.

A select number of global internship
opportunities and locations are available.
See an Ernst & Young recruiter or visit
ey.com/us/globalstudents for details.

=U Ernst &Young
Quality In Everything We Do

Mat Jtearney's performance mixed older songs with newer ones from his most recently released City ofBlack

and White.
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Ferris Bueller's night on Coolidge

Dead Letter Office

Dad rock
lives on

Ethan Stevenson
This summer, I tamed the MBTA
commuter rail to Massachusetts'

'

-

-

-

-

-

-

Part of an ongoing event series at New England's premiere independent theater, Coolidge Corner, Ferris Bueller's Day Off screened at midnight this weekend, drawing a spritely nostalgic crowd.
By

Zak Jason

Arts

&

Review Editor

Of all to emerge out of Western philosophy in the past 2,000 years, the most
vital idea came from 18-year-old existentialist Ferris Bueller when he proclaimed
into the camera, "Life moves pretty fast.
If you don't stop and look around once in
a while, you could miss it." In college, life
moves far too fast. Between the robotic
routine of classes and rotation of meals
and the cycling of parties, you end up
receiving your degree long before you
process the fact that you've spent four
years in this isolated microcosm. It's

profoundly easy to drift along through
college padded in the cozy walls of the
campus bubble. But branching out into
the sprawling metropolis, time will begin
to glide at a much more natural pace. The
city lets you stop and look around. Of all
places in Boston, the Coolidge Corner
Theater has most aptly adopted Ferris'
philosophy.
Nestled in the core of Coolidge Corner,
the theater lures patrons in thanks to its
quaint and affable surrounding shops and
architecture. What with the seductive
wafts of Nutella pulsating out of Paris
Creperie nearby, the stacked shelves of
premiere independent bookstore Brook-

line Booksmith across the street, and
the pizza makers of Upper Crust next
door tossing dough with refinement and
mystique, the stimuli of Harvard Ave.
sedates the stroller into a thoughtful,
contented calm an ideal state to catch
a flick. As they approachthe theater,with
its towering sign sparking "Coolidge" in
'50s-style neon, patrons flood into the
staple building by the herds. Over the
years, the theater has triumphed as the
marquee building of the area, earning
the all-encompassing nickname "The
Coolidge."
Aesthetics alone don't draw the moviegoer. More than anything, it's the mov-

keep this independent, non-profit theater thriving. From
revitalizing classics like Duck Soup, Annie
Hall, and Pulp Fiction to showcasing the
cutting edge of international film with
flicks exclusively available in their screening room, to events that branch beyond
film like an Andrew W.K. concert (who
performs this Tuesday with the Calder
Quartet) and broadcasting London
'
Shakespearian theatre five via satellite,
the Coolidge boasts a smorgasbord for
the students to savor. The Coolidge lives
by the mission statement, "To entertain,
ies themselves that

See Coolidge, A

9

beautiful north shore. I pillaged the
free meals and familial gatherings on
holidays that waited for me at the
widow's walk that was my aunt and
uncle's house. The best trip on the
commuter rail came in early August
when I traversed north along rocky
coast to Gloucester, a town best
known for its fishermen and a betterthan-average George Clooney movie.
But obviously most importantly,
Gloucester played host to my uncle's
cover band on a beautiful Thursday
night on the waterfront.
Most cover bands I've encountered
during my travels have been absolutely miserable, the product of some free
event meant to point in the direction
of some other gimmick like free food.
During high school, I once worked at
one of these pathetic events. As a bus
boy, I picked up after middle-aged
corporate sponsors for my workplace,
embarrassing chain restaurant Red
Robin, As the night progressed, the
sponsors drank more, made more of
a mess, and enjoyed the band's cover
of Rick Springfield's "Jessie's Girl"
infinitely more the second time. My
friend and I scoffed at them then, but
we were too young and uncultured to
recognize and appreciate the incredible phenomenon that is "Dad rock."
My uncle's band journeyed the
rock 'n roll spectrum; matching note
for note early 1970s Aerosmith all the
way to more modern contemporaries
like Foo Fighters, even welcoming the
guitarist's daughter on stage to accompany the band by singing Taylor
Swift's "You Belong to Me."
Under ordinary circumstances, I
would probably take these guys on
disparagingly, but things were different that night. I along with everyone
else on the grassy hill in Gloucester
had a blast. Things I typically find
egregious, like John "Cougar" Mellencamp, didn't bother me. Somehow
I found myself smiling and nodding
my head to "Sweet Child o' Mine,"
something I haven't done for years
(smile during any Gn'R related activity that is).
Children including my younger
gathered in front of the
cousins
stage and danced excitedly, enamored
with what was quite possibly their
first exposure to the incredible art
of live music. At that moment, "Dad
rock" steamrolled right through my
chest this was the most fun I'd had
at a concert in months.
"Dad rock" has always held an
important spot in family fives across
the world and I know this intimately.
My father and I have consistently
squabbled over music selection during
car rides together, but we inevitably
both settle on perfectly reasonably
The Beach Boys or Talking Heads
instead of his Alan Parsons Project or
my Dirty Projectors.
However, I fear this irreplacable
genre is in jeopardy. Music is moving away from the guitar. What will
be the "Dad rock" of my generation
if the radio is filled with hip-hop and
electronically created music? In 20
years, will new dads bring a laptop
and a microphone to perform, among
other greats, "A Milli" for family-filled
grassy hills? Maybe, but for some
reason I hope not.
If there's one reason to save rock
music, it's for the dads, the families,
the children who hear guitar fuzz for
their first time thanks to their town
shelling out a couple bucks for a band
that understands its self importance.'
Maybe I'm wrong, and I'll end up on
stage with a sampler and turntable
accompanying a fellow father years
from now. but I don't think I am.
Please, please listen to guitar rock,
dad rock, whatever you'd like to call
it. Don't do it for me or for average
Guns n' Roses fans, do it for the dads
they deserve it.

Concert 'Pops' with Bernadette in Conte
By

Unquestionably, as soon as she stepped
onto the stage in a cream strapless dress
embroidered with sequin upon sequin,
she owned both the stage and room,
putting the glow sticks, confetti and bal-

Kristen House

Assoc. Arts

&

Review Editor

As guests filtered into Boston College's 17th Annual Pops on the Heights,
they were met with a unique atmosphere
that is usually quite unknown to Conte
Forum. Students, ditching the sweatr
shirts and jeans, milled about in formal
attire as they chatted with their visiting
relatives and family friends. Indeed,
Conte Forum traded in Akon's patented
"Konvict Music" for a classy evening
of symphony tunes by the Boston Pops
Esplanade Orchestra conducted by
Keith Lockhart, stylings from the University Chorale of Boston College, and
theebullient performance by Bernadette
Peters.
The first act of the Pops performance
exhibited exemplary precision and form,
as the Orchestra tackled familiar classics
like "Everything's Coming Up Roses"
from Gypsy and the waltz from Carousel. Then the Pops Orchestra combined
forces with the BC Chorale in "This Land
is Your Land" creating a tour de force
of music. The end of the opening act
featured a video tribute to BC sports,
rallying the school spirit of the young
and old with clips from classic football,
hockey, and basketball games.
Peters was a particularly exciting
choice for any musical aficionado (or

loons at the very end to sahme. Her set
covered everything from "There's Nothing Like a Dame" and "Some Enchanted
Evening" from South Pacific, to "Fever,"
to the touching "No One is Alone" from
Into the Woods. During her rendition of
"Fever," Peters made herself comfortably onstage by draping herself over the
piano, a move that few performers can
authentically pull off without appearing
tawdry. Tawdriness be damned, by the
end of "Fever"the audience was hanging
on her every note. Peters also kept her
dialogue with the audience sweet and
playful, some examples of her bon-mots
were, "Boy, the real-estate market isn't
great right now Maybe I'm just thinking about it because I have a vacation
home on the market. Not that I'd try to
sell it to you from the stage..." Well Bernadette, by the end ofyour performance
the audience would likely have bought
whatever you had tried to sell. By the
end of the evening, the show became
a veritable financial success, raising
over $2 million for scholarship funding,
and an artistic one to boot, raising the
bar for Parents' Weekend festivities for
...

Special guest Bernadette Peters unleashes her inner diva in Conte Forum at Pops on the Heights
even those who appreciated her guest
appearance on Ugly Betty), as she has
had an extensive career with lead roles
in classics such as Steven Sondheim's
Into the Woods and Sunday in the Park
With George, Annie Get Your Gun, and

Gypsy, to name just a few. Her voice has
a brassy clarity with an impish bent to
it that is really incomparable to those
of the usual sugarcoated pop singers.
Peters did not fall short of her reputation
as Broadway queen in the second act.

years to come.

\u25a0

SONGBIRDS SHOWCASE SPRAWLING OCTAVES AT A CAPELLA FEST

-

All of Boston College's seven a capella groups gathered before a packed Devlin 008. The annual festival gave newcomers and old fans a brief sampling of each group's arsenal.
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Mat Kearney at the House of Blues

The soulful everyman brought serenity to the packed crowd
on his visit to Beantrjwn. Get the breakdown on A9

Observe and Reports screwball style

Despite the horrendous reviews the Hick has received,
our reviewer thinks Report is worth a second look. A8

Brand New.
Box Office Report
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Elhan Stevenson is the Assistant Arts S3
Review editor ofThe Heights. He can be
reached at stevenet@bc.edu.
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Wake Forest kept knocking Boston
College to the edge Saturday afternoon,
but the maroon
would not be
deterred, and BC hi»on for a 27-24
overtime victory over Wake Forest.
BL/V-RSstfWincy is
a new skill
Wake Forest
24 for the Eagles;
they weathered
one of the most tumultuous offseasons
in memory this spring and summer.
Even a 25-7 loss to Clemson last weekend, when there were nearly more interceptions then completions, couldn't
keep this youngBC team down. A wellearned, gritty victory over the Demon
Deacons proved that while the Eagles
may have been down, they certainly

toxoid

DavidAmstutz

l|ot

When Walter Camp invented the game
offootball in 1876, he did so for one reason:
He wanted people to have fun.
Had someone watched Boston College's
first three games this season, that tidbit
might have easily been forgotten. Fiftyfour yards of total offense isn't pleasing to
anyone; as I told about 15 peoplelast week,
the Clemson game was so bad that Ididn't
have any choice in my last column but to
ignore footballfor a weekand write about
something like women's rugby.
But as Dave Shinskie made clear in
Saturday's postgame press conference,
the Wake Forest game was about getting
back to the basics and having some fun.
Whether that meant students going old
school and tailgating with their parents.J
or BC remembering that offense is still
part'of the game and scoring 27 points,
excitement was all around Alumni Stadium
on a crystal-clear Saturday afternoon. As
a result, ESPN's College Gameday will be ,
I in Chestnut Hill this week for the Florida
State game. I
It all started on the game's opening play
from scrimmage. Mike McLaughlin. BC's
emotional leader and defensive captain,
announced his return from a torn Achilles
by rushing through the line of scrimmage
and blowing up Wake Forest running back
i Devon Browti. After Wake forest's quick
three-and-out, BC's offense got on the
field for what would prove to be its most
productive game ofthe entireseason. ;
It certainly wasn't perfect, but Gary'
Tranquill's troops grew up against Wakfc
Forest. Shinskie had himself a ballgame,
throwing for 228 yards and three touch-

ffter

amassing only 54 yards oftotal
last weekend in Death Valley,
BC moved the ball for 57 yards on its
very first drive of the game against
Wake Forest. Montel Harris and newly
appointed starting quarterback Dave
Shinskie both made plays behind a
offensive line. It was quite the
trast from last week, when the line
repeatedly looked confused trying to
block the Tigers' staunch defensive
tse

tidy

;

;

t

Head coach Frank Spaziani commented last week about the offenfflrflW
line's'struggles with the Tigers; attrib-"uting some of the problem to Clemson's
athleticism, but promising improve-;
ment along the offensive front. That
improvement was apparent from the
very first drive, as Harris was afforded '\u25a0'
sizeable- holes and Shinskie was given
significant time to make decisions in
the pocket,
Shinskie was another BC player who
as
forced to deal with
he fumbled on both of his drivesin the
Clemson game. And whilehe earnedthe
was

See Return to Fun, B4

See Wake Forest, B4

BC shuts out No. 11 Duke Eagles suffer first
WOMEN'S SOCCER

By

Robert T. Balint

For The Heights
If revenge is a dish best served cold,
then crisp Newton field provided the
perfect setting for the Eagles' feast.
All memories
Boston College 2
of a smarting
overtime loss to
Duke
0
the Duke Blue
Devils last fall were erased, as 1,303
spectators watched BC knock off its No.
11-ranked opponent, 2-0. The win raised
the squad's overall record against Duke
to 2-3-0.
The Eagles put heavy offensive pressure on the Blue Devils' defense early,
with freshman Kyle Bekker testing the

defense with a shot on goal barely a
minute into the match. The Duke offense
seemed unable to gain any momentum,
as the BC forwards and midfielders
maintained constant possession in the

Blue Devils'

own territory. They took
five first-half shots on goal as opposed
to Duke's two.
Scoreless play ended with a stellar
performance by sophomore Edvin Worley and freshman Colin Murphy in the
51st minute ofplay. Streaking down the
field on a fast break, Worley beat out his
defender and crossed theball to Murphy,
who fired a shot past goalkeeper James
Belshaw for his first goal of the season;
impressed, head coach Ed Kelly called
Worley's assist "unbelievable."

"Boy, that was just such an exquisite
Oh my God, it was beautiful,"

pass

...

he said.
After the score, Duke turned up
the heat on the offensive end, tripling
its first-half efforts with six shots.
Fortunately for the Eagles, freshman
goalkeeper Justin Luthy showed up to
work. Putting on an acrobatic display,
he knocked aside shot after shot from
the Blue Devils, including midfielder
Cole Grossman, who had three on the
night. "Our goalkeeper was fantastic,"
Kelly said. "Second half, he had three
great saves."
The Eagles' second goal came very

See BC-Duke, B3

Freshman Isaac Taylor played a key role in frustrating the Duke offensive attack. The Blue Devils had just three shots on goal In the shutout.

INSIDE SPORTS

THIS ISSUE

Mollie Kolosky

The volleyball team is off to its best start ill years,
B2
thanks in part to Kolosky's leadership

loss in Tallahassee
By Ben King

Heights Contributor

This past weekend's road trip to
Florida provedto be a tough ACC test, as
the No. 6Boston College women's soccer
team opened ACC play against the Miami
Hurricanes and
Florida State 3
theNo. 5 Florida
State Seminoles.
Boston College 2
Entering the
weekend, the Eagles were one of nine
teams still undefeated in the nation.
Sunday's game against Florida State
proved to be BC's hardest game yet. FSU
is a team loaded with talent; two of the
Seminoles players, Tiffany McCarty and
Jessica Price, rank among the top five in
scoring in the ACC.
The then-undefeated Eagles and the
Seminoles were also the only two schools
in the country to rank in the top 10 in
scoring offense and goals against average. As such,both were ranked in the top
five by some'publications. BC entered
Sunday ranked No. 2 by Soccer America
and No. 6 by the NSCAA.
Just nine minutes into the game,
sophomore midfielder Tori Huster gave
the Seminoles a 1-0 lead. It was the first
time all season that the Eagles found
themselves losing. But they remained
calm and collected as Victoria DiMartino leveled the playing field, netting
her 10th goal of the season at the 12minute mark. In the 22nd minute, FSU
responded when McCarty netted a goal
to give the Seminoles a lead at the half.
At halftime, both teams were essentially

Sloppy win raises more questions aboutACC
BC survived a late rally by Wake Forest; what have
B5
we learned about the ACC this week?

statistically even.
As the second half began, the Eagles
needed to step up their game in order to
pull out a win. Junior Amy Caldwell did
just that in the 55th minute. The forward,
who has come off the bench for most of
the season, tied up the game by converting one of her two shots on goal.
The game speed then increased with
about 30 minutes left. At various moments, it looked as though BC might take
the advantage, but a final crushing blow
was delivered by the Seminoles' Price in
the 72nd minute. The redshirt freshman
scored her sixth goal of the season when
she slid the ball past goalkeeper Jillian
Mastroianni.
By suffering its first loss of the season
in such dramatic fashion, BC likely left
Tallahassee in shock. Although the Eagles played well in a hostile environment
against a top-tier team, they still lost the
match and had to be disappointed with
the final score.
Freshman midfielder Kristen Mewis
led the Eagles to a 2-0 win over Miami,
tallying a goal and an assist in the first
half at Cobb Stadium at the University
of Miami Thursday. With the win, the
Eagles improved to 9-0-0 overall and 10-0 in the ACC, while Miami slid down
to 5-5-0 overall and 0-1-0 within the
conference.
Mewis generated the Eagles' offense,
as she assisted fellow freshman DiMartino's goal in the 32nd minute. DiMartino
gave the Eagles a lead on her ninth goal of

See Women's Soccer, B3
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Kolosky sets up BC for success
By

Diana C. Nearhos

72;
The minute the women's soccer
team trailed No. 5 Florida State in

yesterday's 3-2 loss. It was the first
time the Eagles trailed this year,
ending in the team's first loss.

17:19
Tournament-winning time for
CarolineKing at the UMass Invitiational in the 5K race. Shehelped
lead BC to its second straight win.
Sophomore MollieKolosky has made her presence known on the court this season, registering a team-high 196kills in 14 matches.
and 41 blocks, all of which Lead the
team. In addition, she has been a
vocal leader and can often be found
in the middle of a huddle during a
timeout or between sets addressing
the team.
Always one to put the team first,
Kolosky downplays her importance
as captain. "It isn't really a big deal,"
she said. "My role is just to help
motivate and keep everyone going in
the same direction. Volleyball is not
about one player; it is about working

Although she was named co-captain,Kolosky maintains her role remains the same.

together as a team."
Volleyball may not be aboot one
player, but Kolosky certainly contributes impressively to the team
effort. Not only does Kolosky lead
the team in three categories,but she
also sits atop the conference rankings in those categories. She leads
the ACC in kills (having passed
Clemson's Lia Proctor in Thursday's
match against Wake Forest) and has
one of the highest hitting percentages in the conference.
Kolosky spent her summer improving her overall game. Coaching
younger players forced her to return
to the basics, which helped her to
remember basic skills. "It's like
when you are in Advanced Spanish;
you know the hard concepts, but you
forget the basic words," she said.
One piece that came back for
Kolosky, though not a basic, is her
employment of the slide attack,
which she did not use much for the
Eagles last year. The slide begins
like any other attack, until the hitter
steps to the side, "sliding" around
the setter to hit from just behind
her, often misdirecting potential
blockers.
Kolosky, who joined her first
volleyball team on a whim with her
best friend in sixth grade, learned
the slide while playing club with the
same friend at setter. "We used to
play around and try things for fun,
so one day she suggested we try the
slide," she said. What started as
a "hey, let's try this" moment, has
become a very effective attack for
the middle hitter.
The slide has done more than just
improve Kolosky's individual hitting
statistics; it has improved BC's hitting overall by making it into a more
diverse offense. "[The slide] givesthe team a new look in the ACC. It
is hard to defend, especially when
the passing is good and the setting
is consistent," Kolosky said. "Wake
[Forest] had obviously scouted us
and expected the slide, so it was
able to open it up for the outsides.
It's about our whole offense, not iny
slide or any single thing."
Her statistics speak louder than
Kolosky concerning her success on
the court. When asked about her
greatest contribution to the team,
Kolosky said, "I think I provide a
good example staying composed
when we are panicky." In volleyball, a
fast-paced sport, momentum chang-

With only one loss on the season,
the No. 9 Boston College field hockey
team traveled to Charlottesville to
play its second ACC game and face
a difficult challenge from the No. 4
University of Virginia. The Eagles
could not pull out a victory, eventually falling to the high-powered
Cavaliers, 2-0. The Eagles were shut
out for the first time all year.
After starting the season with
six straight wins, BC now enters the
tougher ACC portion ofits schedule.
In their first ACC game of the year
last Saturday, the Eagles lost to
Maryland, the top team in the nation, 6-2. In that game, the Terrapins
outshot BC 14-9, while BC senior
captain Chelsey Feole and junior Jessica Roberts both scored a goal for
the Eagles. BC then managed to pull
off a eome-from-behindwin against
No. 11 UMass in overtime on Sunday
in Amherst, winning the game 2-1
behind junior Janna Anctil's goal five
minutes into the overtime period.
Virginia, now 10-0 (1-0 ACC) on
the season, entered the game after
defeating Boston University 2-0 on
Friday evening, a team BC defeated
in overtime a week earlier.
TJ ,e first half was a spectacular

Kolosky's captainship and teamfirst approach is just part of what
makes this season different from
previous ones. The 10-4 start serves
as BC's best in recent years, if not
ever. The change is obvious to anyone who has watched the team for
the past few years: An improved
chemistry exists, putting the team
in a better position as a whole.
"Ithink there is a mentality to do
something different," Kolosky said.
"We are really working together in
order to not have the same results
as last year. We want to move on, to
do better."
The whole team coaches and
players made a decision to take
the program to the next level. The
process began in the preseason,
when the players returned from their
summer breaks to begin workouts.
-

-

They were challenged to triple session practices in addition to lifting
and pool workouts, swimming, and
treading to build up muscle. "We
had a really hard preseason," Kolosky said. "And we are not going to
let anyone take that f{om us."
Due to a combination of greater
strength and the team mentality, this
BC volleyball team is a scrappy one,
unwilling to go down without a fight,
always clawing its way back into a
game. Kolosky has been on another
team like that: Her club team, which
had a record of 84-0 at one point,
mounted an incredible comeback in
a national qualifier.
"My team was down 22-9 and
came back to win 25-23," Kolosky
said. "That game is over even in a
coach's mind, but we kept playing
and won. I think about that even
now. We had a tough game* against
Wake and I thought about that,
knowing that maybe not this team
exactly, but I had been down worse
and came back. I think this team
could do that; we have that underdog mentality."
The Eagles, who have lost their
first three ACC games, need that
tenacity now. Kolosky and the rest
of the team will dig their claws
in and play their game, the same
intense game that beat 10 straight
opponents in nonconference tournaments.

\u25a0

display of defense from both sides,
as the teams' offenses struggled to
find the consistent scoring power

both have shown throughout the
season. Both the Eagles and the
Cavaliers recorded only one shot
on goal and one penalty corner the
entire half. Virginia's sophomore
midfielder Inga Stockel and Roberts
each put one shot on net during the
first half.
The Cavaliers eventually broke
through in the second half in the
51st minute, when Stockel scored
during a penalty corner with an<
assist from sophomore midfielder
Paige Selenski. Selenski, who leads
Virginia in goals, completed the
scoring nine minutes later when she
dribbled through the BC defense to
beat goalie Kristine Stigas and score
unassisted.
Once Virginia started to score,
the Eagles could not keep up. After
both teams showed limited offense
in the first half, the Cavaliersfound
their rhythm in the second half to
put together eight shots on goal,
compared to BC's two by junior forward Marlotte van den Bergh. These
opportunities ultimately gave the
Cavaliers their chance to pull ahead,
outshootingßC9-3.
Virginia also continued to pressure BC on penalty corners, record-

Games to Watch'

es quickly, and a team often loses a
set or match due to a single run of a
few consecutive points. Thus, composure is vital to a team's ability to
sideout and regain its footing.

Field hockey falls to No. 4 Virginia
By Maegan O'Rourke
Heights Editor

3
Touchdown passes by quarterback
Dave Shinslde, who became thefirst
BC QB to throw for three scores in a
game since Matt Ryan in 2007.

Heights Editor

Upon returning from her summer
break, Mollie Kolosky, the volleyball
team's middle hitter, heard some
surprising news from her coach:
She, a sophomore, had been named
captain along with junior Melanie
Cimino.
"I was honored and nervous at
the same time," Kolosky said. "At
first I was nervous to see how the
upperclassmen would respond,
but that qiiickly went away. We all
respect each other as volleyball
players."
Kolosky hadbeen a solid contributor in her freshman year. She served
21 aces (third on the team), hit 133
kills (fifth on the team), and made
32 blocks to record 175 points. These
statistics may not haveled the team,
but they demonstrated her skill and
potential. Head coach AndreaLeonard saw more in Kolosky than might
be obvious on the court.
"Mollie really shows excellent
communication skills," Leonard
said. "She was in the office a Jot,
giving the coaches insight into the
team. She was looking to find out
what we needed to do to take the
program to the next level and what
she needed to do individually." '
Though selecting a sophomore
as captain may have been unconventional, the decision has paid
off for the volleyball team. In only
14 games, Kolosky has already
surpassed last years' totals with
196 kills, a .362 hitting percentage,

Numbers to Know

On the Heights
Men's Soccer

0 ton
?,
5College

Siena

vs.

Boston College has bounced back from early
season struggles, rattling off four straight
victories, including two over top 15 teams.
The Eagles will look to continue their winning
streak against 4-3-1 Siena.
Tuesday, 4 p.m.

Off Campus
College Basketball: No. 7 USC at No. 24

California
Where: Memorial Stadium, Berkeley, Calif.
When: Saturday, 8 p.m.
TV: ABC
While the unpredictable weather ofBoston begins to torment the majority of campus, a battle of
Californiaschools will be showcased on primetime
Saturday. The Trojans of Southern Cal avenged a
stupefying loss to Washington by beating up on
Washington State. Freshman Matt Barkley returned
to the quarterback position and threw for 247 yards
and two scores to ease the anxiety of USC fans.
Cal has to rebound from a 42-3 drubbing at
the hands of Oregon, which dropped them from
No. 6 overall. The Golden Bears have not beaten
USC since 2003, when the Trojans were No. 1 in
the NCAA.

ACC Atlantic Standings
Clemson
Boston College
NC State
Maryland
Florida State
Wake Forest
NOTABLE

2-2
1-1 3-1
0-0 3-1
0-0 1-3
0-1/2-2
0-1 2-2
1-1

QUOTABLE

"I've got a tough job. I've got to put these
guys from different worlds together,
right? I've got guysfrom Chicago,
Detroit ...I'm talking about the 'hood!
And I've got guys from Grainger County,
wherethey wear the hood."
?Bruce Pearl, Tennessee basketball coach
and Boston College alumnus, addressing
Tennessee Valley Authority employees on the
difficulties ofCoaching a diverse team.

Taking AIM

Kate Gillis, who is second on the team with six goals, was held without a shot yesterday.
ing five in the second half to bring its

total to six. The Eagles could
only manage two for the game. Stigas
and Virginia goalie Kim Kastuk each
made three saves. The Cavaliers recorded their seventh shutout of the
season; their 2-0 victory was also
their third straight shutout against
the Eagles.
The Eagles now head back to
Chestnut Hill with a 7-2 record to
host ACC rival Duke on Saturday.
game

The Blue Devils are currently 5-4,
with losses to fellow ACC teams
Wake Forest and North Carolina.
The game should be evenly matched,
as both teams average around four
goals a game and typically allow
two.

Both Duke and BC have two
losses in the ACC, and will look to
pick up a win in the competitive
conference. The Eagles will then take
on Providence Monday. \u25a0

The

Monday, September 28, 2009

3

Heights

Eagles win fourth straight
BC-Duke, from Bl
late in the match, halfway through the
90th minute. Perhaps frustratedby BC's
imminent win, Ernie McAlister tackled
freshman Kevin Mejia inside Duke's
penalty box, which sent McAlister to the
bench with a red card and Mejia to the
line with a penalty kick. His kick found
its way into the lower left corner of the
net and past Belshaw, doubling BC's
lead. The match ended shortly thereafter, raising the Eagles' season record to
5-3-0 and 1-1-0 in ACC play.
No true soccer match is complete
without a rabid rabble of supporters
in the stands. The Superfans were in
excellent form Friday, cheering on the
Eagles with renditions of "For Boston"
and "Ole, Ole" while berating their Duke
opponents with heckling and taunting.
No error that the Blue Devils made went
unnoticed. Even injured Blue Devils were
"encouraged" back up from the pitch
with chants of "She fell over!"
The gold-clad hooligans promptly
chastised those who fouled against the
Eagles, which, in the case of a few plays,
was all the punishment the Blue Devils
received. A very questionablecall arose
after Duke midfielder Andrew Wenger
and freshman Stephan Carter collided,
sending Carter writhing to the ground.
Wenger, who had already been shown a
yellow card, escaped with only a foul,
much to the Kelly's frustration. "Not to
be criticizing the officials, but I thought
that particular play was a yellow card,"
he said.
There certainly was no love lost beBrookeKnowlton nearly gave BC a tie against FSU with a shot that hit the post in the 87th minute. tween the two teams, and despite dishing
out yellow cards to each team and a red
card to Duke, referee Lee Suckle did not
make many friends during the match.
Both Kelly and Duke head coach John
Kerr had no hesitation in making their
opinions on Suckle's calls known. Even
Duke backfielder Christian Ibeagha
appeared to engage the head official in
a heated argument over calls. Such unchecked abuse, coupled with the number
(12 to 10), Miami of overlooked fouls, most notably the
close
relatively
was
Women's Soccer, FVom Bl
only had four shots on goal, while BC first-half collision between Wenger and
Carter, made Suckle's authority appear
the season. In addition to her nine goals, had seven.
assists
shots
came
from
the
tenuous at best.
majority
has
also
notched
two
A
of
the
DiMartino
After wins against two top-ranked
on the season, giving her a team-leading BC midfielders junior Chelsea Regan
and sophomore Julia Bouchelle each had teams (the other being then No. 14
20 points in total.
threeshots in the game. Miami's offense Boston University last weekend), the
Mewis would get her own goal only
four minutes later. Her goal padded the was fueled by Brittney Steinbruch, who Eagles next face the Siena Saints (4-3-1)
at home on Tuesday in non-conference
Eagle lead, as she netted her fourth goal had four shots on the day.
of the season.
After the Eagles' win on Thursday, play. Kelly continues to be satisfied with
the squad's hard work, and, despite
Mastroianni, who has been under BC now leads the all-time series, 8-2.
a rocky start, he says that his team is
relatively little pressure for most of After the Miami game, BC had outscored
coming around.
the season, played well, recording four opponents 34-1.
BC cannot focus too much on the FSU
"I think we're a better team than
saves, and picking up her ninth win
[the Blue Devils] are," Kelly said after
loss, as it returns home to face another
and seventh shutout. Miami goalkeeper
the game. This is no small praise from
Vicki Alonzo tallied a total of five saves tough opponent in No. 1 North Carolina.
in the loss.
The defendingchampion Tar Heels come a typically critical coach, especially
Although the total shot comparison to town to take on the Eagles at Newton considering Duke's standings in the
national rankings. \u25a0
between the Hurricanes and the Eagles Soccer Complex on Thursday night. \u25a0

Seminoles end BC s
nine-game win streak
-

Sophomore Conor Fitzpatrick helped BC control the midfieldfor its game against Duke.

NHL still reelingfrom lockoutfive years later
Joseph DeMaio
Just a little under a week until the
start of a new season. A season sure
to be filled with hard hits, spectacular
scores, stiff defense, teamwork, and all
around skill and excitement. Chances
are you have no idea which season, or
even which sport, I'm talking about.
Such is the reality of the league formerly
known as the NHL.
I say The League Formerly Known
As The NHL (TLFKATNHL for short)
because professional hockey just
hasn'tbeen the same since the 2004
lockout. The league committed the
gravest sin possible: canceling games.
If there is one thing thatlabor disputes
in sports have proven, it's that when
a league turns its back on the fans,
the fans refuse to simply forgive and
forget. Hell, it took the home run duel
between the drugs inside Sosa and
McGuire to rekindle interest in baseball, supposedly America's pastime. If
it took physically impossible feats to
return fans to baseball, TLFKATNHL
should have known that getting fans to
support hockey again would go about
as smoothly as an awards show attended by Kanye West.

This isn't to say hockey can't be
fixed. In fact, from this point on, I will
be doing just that: donning a stethoscope, lab coat, and that weird little
headband with a flying saucer on it
and performing plastic surgery on a
league that badly needs a makeover. If
it worked for Pamela Anderson, it can
work for hockey.
The first and most important thing
that TLFKATNHL should do is go to
ESPN and beg them to take the league
back. Bring flowers, chocolate, diamonds, promise never to cheat again,
do and say anything at all that would
entice ESPN to take a TV deal. I don't
care if TLFKATNHL has to pay ESPN
to show the games, rather than the
other way around. People will watch
hockey if it is presented to them right
after SportsCenter; no need to change
the channel. Youwouldn't believe some
of the stuff that I have watched just
because it was on the television and I

Sidney Crosby is among the biggest stars the National Hockey League has to offer, but the fact that he's still anonymous in so many American households is troubling for hockey fans.
was too lazy to change the channel, and
chances are you've done the same thing.
Keeping the games on Versus,
however, is suicidal. No one except

for die-hard fans will bother searching their cable boxes for a channel
that most probably don't even get.
IfTLFKATNHL can doubleheader
every Wednesday (Wednesday night is
consistently the most boring night of
TV of the week, no question. No other
clay even comes close.), people would
watch. And if people watch on TV, they
are more likely to get to know teams,
buy gear, and buy tickets to games. If a
game is played in the middle of the forest, does anyone care? No. If that game
is played in the middle of your living

room, though, you might take notice.

The second thing that TLFKATNHL
needs to do is reorganize itself. There
are franchises in places that just make
no sense. A team in Phoenix, two in
Florida, two in New York, and another
in New Jersey? Who inFlorida is going
to watch a hockey game? Why have
three teams so close together in New
York and New Jersey? Here is the fix.
First, cut the two least-attended teams
from the league. That means the New
York Islanders and the Atlanta Thrashers are gone. Then, take the next four
teams with low attendance in areas that
make nosense for them to play hockey
in and move them to new cities. Phoenix, Nashville, New Jersey, and Florida

all get moved. One team goes to Hartford, the rest go to Canada. The Hartford Whalers never should have left, and
having more teams in Canada is a good
thing, even if my lack ofknowledge of
Canadian media markets means I have
no idea which cities specifically the
teams should move to.
Finally, after the moves have gone
through, TLFKATNHL needs to seriously examine their scheduling. As it
stands now, the first time that Alexander Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby play is
Jan. 21. January! The point of opening
weekend is to generate excitement for
your league. Why have the two most exciting and popular players in the league,
the ones TLFKATNHL is counting on

to resuscitate its popularity, wait until
January to play? Alexander the Great

and Sidney the Winy B? (complain
about hats being thrown on the ice after
a hat trick during the playoffs and that
is what you get Sidney) should play once
a week starting from opening weekend. Big games get people excited. The
two best players in hockey facing off
should be enough to get even the biggest
hockey hater to turn and ask, "Who the
hell are Alexander Ovechkin and Sidney
Crosby?"
Hey, you have to start somewhere.
Joseph DeMaio is a junior in the College

ofArts d Sciences. He can be reached at
sports@bcheights.com.
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Resilient Eagle offense comes through BCfinally

remembers
to have fun

Wake Forest, From Bl
starting job against Wake Forest, he still had yet

to prove that he could perform when the speed
of the game picked up.
Early in the game, Shinskie's comfort level was
visibly higher. He consistently stepped up in the
pocket and delivered throws with accuracy.
"We knew he had athletic ability, we knew he
could make plays, we knew if we got in troublehe
could get out of it with his athletic skill," Spaziani said. "What we didn't know was that when
the bullets start going was how he would react."

Return to Rin, from Bl
downs in his first collegiate start. Josh Haden displayed the speed and vision thatmade him a coveted
high school running back. And the offensive line
deservingly criticized for an awful performance a
week ago apparently woke up on the right side of
the bed and remembered BC's moniker of O-Line U.
Even Jordan McMichael, BC's long-forgotten fourstar of Signing Days past, raised a couple of eyebrows
when he caught an overthrownball with one hand and
took his 5.5-40 speed into the end zone for a 50-yard
touchdown catch.
The scene was reminiscent of the last home game
that I spent in the press box, last season's victory
over Central Florida. In that game, BC's offensewas
looking to bounce back from an anemic performance
against Georgia Tech that had left the Eagles subject
to intense criticism from the media. But just as Chris
Crane and Steve Logan did a year ago against UCF,
Shinskie and Tranquill responded successfully on
-

Even though Wake Forest had tied the game
at 10-10 after Boston College claimed an early
10-point lead, Shinskie guaranteed in the huddle
they would add another score before the half. He
backed that promise up with a 12-play, 80-yard
drive that culminated with a 4-yard touchdown
pass to tight end Chris Pantale.
BC also welcomed the return of Mike
McLaughlin, who had missed the first three
games of the season after sustaining an Achilles
injury during the offseason. "I was just getting
the rust off," McLaughlin said. "Luckily I made
the first couple plays and kind of got myselfback
into it pretty quick." He immediately recorded
three tackles in the first half and asserted himself
again as the vocal leader of the defense.
After Wake Forest stormed back and forced
overtime with two long touchdown drives, the
Eagle defense knew it had to make a statement
in overtime and preserve the win.
"It was a crucial point for their psyche,"
Spaziani said. Everyone in the stadium had
gone silent, seemingly accepting the fate of an
excruciating loss for the Eagles.
A broken play by the Demon Deacons resulted
in Riley Skinner trying to make a play outside
the pocket. He had been making plays all day,
drawing comparisons to Matt Ryan from Mike
McLaughlin after he threw for 354 yards and two
touchdowns; however, Isaac Johnson stripped the
ball from Skinner's hands in the backfield and
Wes Davis landed on the loose ball to provide
the Eagles with sweet relief.
A week after being abused by an aggressive
Clemson team and after almost handing away a
sure victory, the Eagles provided Spaziani with
his first ACC victory. "We were on the ropes,"
Spaziani said. "We were just trying to make a
play. It looked like they had a little confusion,
and we were aggressive, and something good
happened for us."
This won't be the last time the Eagles find
themselves with the odds stacked against them.
After this week, however, they have shown they
have the ability to respond after being left down
for the count. After an offseason that featured
a long streak of bad luck, people may find the
Eagles down, but no one should count them
out.

-

Saturday.
-

Dave Shinskie seized the reins of the offense this week against Wake Forest, tossing threetouchdown passes in the win.

\u25a0

David Amstutz is the sports editor ofThe Heights
He can be reached at sports@bcheights.com.

inevitably be compared to the Big East, Big
10, Big XII, Pac-10, and SEC. In light of
the SEC's recently-signed mega television
deal, the ACC has fallen behind its competiAs the great sage Verne Lundquist once
tors. Since the founding of the BCS in 1998,
famously uttered, "Oh dear!" It's the only
statement that can attempt to do justice
the ACC has only been represented in the
to what we witnessed Saturday at Alumni
national championship game three times.
Stadium. It says so little, and, then again, it
Florida State lost to Tennessee in the 1999
says so much. Verne always did have a way
Fiesta Bowl, beat Virginia Tech in the 2000
with words.
Sugar Bowl, and was thwarted in its attempt
to repeat as champs in the 2001 Orange Bowl
Right after (Uncle) Dave threw his third
touchdown of the game, one of my roomby Oklahoma. Make no mistake about it,
mates jokingly said to me, "Game over." We
Florida State today is a far cry from its teams
should've known that that comment would
of the late 19905, even if Bobby Bowden is
come back to bite us. It wouldn't be BC footstill recruiting thugs and pleading ignorance
ball if it didn't toy with our emotions like it
to academic scandals.
does. Just as we seemed resigned to accepting
More importantly, think about the other
a disappointing loss, Wake Forest gift wraps a
five conferences. Possibly with the exception
present, and then we're all jumping on top of
of the Big East, which lost some of its best
each other celebrating an improbable if not
programs to the ACC, they all have at least
one signature team. USC,
sloppy win.
I'm not apologizing for
Florida, Alabama, Ohio
(Uncle) Dave
"Right
State, Penn State, Texas, and
a win by any stretch of the
imagination, and I'm not
threw his third touchdown Oklahoma are the faces for
trying to bash Montel Harris
their respective conferences
the game, one my
for not staying in bounds on
in the national conscious3rd and 13 after Wake Forest
roommates said jokingly
ness. What school is the face
couldn't stop the clock alof the parity-riddled ACC?
to me, "Game over!' We
though that was an egregious
Most would say Florida
faux pas that should have
State, but I hesitate to crown
should'veknown that
cost us the game. Truthfully,
them outright because of
that comment would
neither team deserved to win
their struggles since the
come back to bite us. It
Saturday. If you're dumb
conference expanded. Is it a
enough to jump offsides and
newcomer like Miami, whose
wouldn't be
commit pass interference on
last days of glory came when
it didn't toy with our
3rd and 33 like Wake did, you
it was in the Big East, or Virdeserve to lose.
ginia Tech, which has won the
emotions like it does'.'
I'm more interested in
past two conference champiwhat this perplexing game
onship games? Perhaps. But
tells us about the ACC, but first I need to
could it also be the ease that the ACC is more
preface that with the following statement:
like Clemson, a school with a dedicated, loyal
Boston College is better off in the ACC than it
fan base that somehow always seems to unwas in the Big East. Yes, the Big East Tournaderachieve? Could it even be that the ACC is
ment is one of the best sporting events in the
a lot like BC, a school that is seemingly on the
country. Still, there's no debate. ACC basketverge of a breakthrough into the next level of
ball is at least as prestigious as Big East bascollege football but hasn't quite made it there
ketball is, and the ACC trumps the Big East
yet (see 2004 BC-Syracuse and the past two
on the gridiron. Forget the fact that BC makes
ACC championship games)? Maybe there's
many more boatloads of cash in the ACC than
an element of truth in all of these. Maybe the
it did in the Big East. Look at the quality
ACC is still figuring out its identity. Maybe
of play and gameday experience. Matt Ryan
that's okay.
doesn't get to announce himself as a Heisman
Of this much I'm sure: nothing beats gamecandidate by rallying BC past UConn, and
days at BC, especially when we get an ACC
we're not rushing the court this past February
team. College GameDay will be in Chestnut
by beating Seton Hall. The move to the ACC
Hill Saturday for the Florida State game.
has strengthened BC athletics and the UniverChris Fowler, Kirk Herbstreit, and Lee Corso
sity as a whole.
will be here at 10 a.m., so fire up those grills
That being said, there have been some
early. Maybe then we'll figure out the ACC.
troubling trends about football in our beloved
conference. As one of the six major conferPeter Fay is a senior in the College of Arts i 3 Sciences in Bowl Subdivision, the ACC will
ences, He can be reached at sports@bcheights.com.
Peter Fay
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Sloppy win raises more
questions about the ACC

ATTENTION ALL
SUPERFANS!

?-<>\u25a0

i

Not that it came easy. Fourth quarter mistakes
nearly and probably should have cost BC the
game. But before we lambaste the secondary, give
Wake Forest some credit. Riley Skinner has some
Matt Ryan-like qualities and is likely the ACC's best
quarterback. Put an inexperiencedkid back there and
BC's D-Line would have collected a few more sacks;
no quarterback in college football moves as well as
Skinner does within the pocket.
As Wake Forest kept moving the chains forward
late in Saturday's game, everyone in Alumni had
an ominous, sinking feeling at the bottom of thenstomachs. It was as if we were rewatching tape of
the 2007 BC-Virginia Tech game, except this time, it
was the opponent with the golden-boy quarterback,
looking as if he were going to steal a must-win on
the road.
But at the end of the day, BC's defense stopped
Skinner when it mattered. It may have been lucky,
but that's irrelevant. A wiri's a win, especially when
you're coming off something as deflating as last
week's Clemson game. To boot, the offense played
well, flashed some potential, and may have even
found a leader in its 25-year-old minor-leaguer.
And for a day, that was more than good enough.
Maybe it was the Parent's Weekend effect. Maybe the
overtime drama played a part. But whatever it was, it
worked, because Saturday's win reminded Superfans
that Saturdays in the fall are supposed to result in
one all-important thing: fun.

Submit your name and class year to sprtmrkt@bc.edu
Three students will be selected each Friday from the questions submitted
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Quigley quietly develops into an elite punter
By Nick Loury
Heights Contributor

The punter is one of the most
overlooked members of a football
team, often thought of as a transplanted soccer player posing in a
football uniform. Boston College
sophomore punter Ryan Quigley is
used to the lack ofrespect.
"It doesn't bother me that we
don't get recognized," Quigley

says. "I watch the other guys at
practice, and they go through a lot
more. [Punting] is still an important aspect of the game People
don't understand the amount of
work we put it. It's our job, and
we only get one shot. Everyone
notices if we do good or bad."
Punters play an important
role in the field position battle,
a crucial aspect of the game. The
significance of field position was
...

evident in BC's most recent game
against Clemson. Though the
defense did not allow an offensive
touchdown, it gave up six field
goals, the deciding points of the
game. This was a direct result of
the minimal offensive production
that often allowed the Clemson
start with great field
position.
Many fans also fail to see the
finer points of a good punt. Rather
than simply taking the snap and

booting the ball straight down
field, punters have to kick to
certain spots on the field where
the punt coverage team will be.
Missing these spots can lead to
game changing punt returns and
touchdowns. As the field gets
shorter, the punter must employ
a soft touch in an attempt to keep
the ball from rolling into the end
zone for a touchback.
Indeed, the pressure on a kicker
or punter is unique in football.
Kickers do not have the luxury
of being judged as a unit. If an
offensive or defensive player fails,
there are 10 other players with the
chance to make a play, whereas if a
kicker misses a field goal or shanks
a punt, they must stand alone in
the spotlight. Adding to the pressure is the minimal recognition
specialists receive. Fans have been
conditioned to expect excellence,
frequently criticizing poor kicks,
yet often failing to recognize good
ones.

Quigley is third in the ACC in punting with an average of 42.3 yards per punt.

When Quigley began playing
football, he was a wide receiver
who, like most football fans, stereotyped kickers as non-athletes
who did not have to work very
hard. One day during practice at
North Myrtle Beach High School,
the coaches held a kicking tryout,
which Quigley won to become the
team's punter and kicker.
"I was kind of good so [the
coaches] said 'you're the kicker,'"
he says. "The next year, I got better, and my coaches and my dad
said that I could do something
with it."
Quigley went on to gain threetime South Carolina Class 3A
All- State honors, as well as being
named the state special teams
player of the year as a senior. Upon
arriving at BC, Quigley began tak-

While Ryan Quigley is BC's full-time punter, he is also the team'skickoff specialist because of his strong right leg.
ing his punting duties more seriously, treating it as a job. Quigley
started as a freshman and recorded
a 39.5 yard per punt average. He
has continued to improve this year,
netting an average of 42-yards
per punt, landing nine of 27 punts
inside the 20-yard line with four
landing inside of the opponent's
5-yard line.
While Quigley has punted well

this year, the most challenging
job for a punter is forgetting the
bad kicks. The Myrtle Beach native compared the mental aspect
to golf, a sport which requires a
player's focus solely on the shot
at hand;

"Your mind always has to be

clear," he says. "You have to focus
on the next kick, forget the last
kick and... know you havethe ability, just go out and do it."
The mental game ofpunting is
further complicated by the events
leading up to the kick. Punts are
a result of the offense failing to
get a first down. Consequently, a
punter must prepare to kick while
rooting for the offenseto render a
kick unnecessary.
"Of course I want us to get
the first down," he says. "I just
think where we are on the field,
what kind of punt it will be. I am
always cheering for the first down
but I have to be ready to change
the field."

In addition to punting, Quigley
has also handled the kickoffs for
the Eagles and hopes to become the
field goal kicker next year after the
graduation ofSteve Aponavicius. '
"Corning into next season,
I will compete for the job [with
freshman Nate FVeese] and whoever is the best will get it," he
says. "It is definitely something I
want to do."
On his journey from a Myrtle
Beach receiver to a BC punter,
Quigley has come to appreciate
the job kickers are charged with.
He will continue to be an important part of the Eagles' special
teams for the next two and a half
years.

\u25a0

A nailbitingfinish: excruciating, but exhilarating

Moments after Wes Davis recovered Riley Skinner's fumble on the three-yard line, BC's bench erupted in pandemonium. As one Wake Forest lineman crouches in frustrated disbelief, BC's defensivebacks and linebackers celebrate.
Meaghan

Ellis

After many years of observation and trials, I
would like to make a hypothesis. Although winning may be the ultimate goal of athletes and
fans alike, I believe that the level of satisfaction
at the end of the game is directly disproportionate to the closeness of the game. Sure, it's great
to trample all over the other team. If they are
your archnemesis, it may be even better. But
what can compare in sports even in life to
that feeling of disbelief, or relief, or pure amazement when the field goal is kicked with 0:01 left,
or when the final putt is sunk after hours and
hours of play?
There is something about that suspense the
suspense so powerful that it's physically painful.
In fact, it's almost un-enjoyable. But it makes
victory that much sweeter and defeat that much
more painful. My favorite moments in sports
have, for the most part, included this painful
suspense.
Saturday's game was my ideal game. No, we
didn't blow Wake Forest out. Yes, we lost a 14point lead. Yes, that is concerning. Put all of this
-

-

-

aside. The feeling in the stands as we screamed
our lungs out during the score-for-score was one
of unity and suspense and tops any feelings of
confidence that a blow-out may bring.
Upperclassmenmay remember that rainy
night in Blacksburg, Va., two years ago when
"Lane Stadium goes silent" after the epic offensive drive by Matt Ryan. As the Mods went wild
(and the freshmen awkwardly clustered in the .
quad on Upper), the feeling of victory was just
not the same as the sentiment after the Northeastern game a few weeks back. That game was
boring.
Sox-Yankees 2004. Sure, the World Series was
great, the curse was broken, the Sox are amazing.
But what baseball fans really remember is the
Red Sox, down 3-0 to the Yankees, preparing for
yet another crushing disappointment. Yet somehow, the next four games were magical in the way
only sports can be knowing that every mistake
could mean defeat, the Sox battled through four
straight games to earn their ticket to St. Louis.
For me, anyway, that victory was as sweet, if not
sweeter, than the 4-0 sweep of the Cardinals that
-

followed.
Nobody can deny, New York, Boston, or

anywhere else in the country, the 2008 Super
Bowl was a superb display ofsports. Besides the
fact that the numbers 18-1 make me cringe to this
day, I can't deny that that game was football,
and sports, at its best. I am still recovering from
that one, and therefore will refrain from further
commentary.

My hypothesis doesn't only apply to team
sports. Take Michael Phelps. He won eight gold
medals. Sure, it got to be a bit routine after
the first couple I mean, seen one gold medal,
seen 'em all right? But when Milorad Cavic was
poised to overpower Phelps, about to ruin his
quest to become the greatest Olympic athlete of
all time, Phelps drew even and out-touched him
in a photo-finish that was replayed on Youtube
millions of times all over the world for months to
come. It was the most memorable moment of the
Olympics. Why? Because everybody was on their
feet, biting their nails, terrified that, this Serbian
swimmer was about to stick Ms foot out and trip
-

and even past, the end. Angel Cabrera and Kenny
Perry each played beautifully, forcing a Sunday
playoff round that resulted in victory by the
Argentinean Cabrera. The wonderful thing about
this tournament was that for even the most
casual golf fan, the suspense was inescapable. I
watched it on TV in a restaurant with my family,
and everybody in the place was watching each
bated breath.
There are an infinite number of games,
tournaments, and races that can back up my
theory. But what really proves it is the look of
joy on the faces of fans, the clutching of hands,
the rally caps, and stomping of feet and the roar
of victory or the silence of defeat. So maybe our
football team isn't ranked this year. Maybe we
aren't dreaming of the Rose Bowl, the Orange
Bowl, or even the ACC championship. But when
the Eagles lined up for that first play in overtime,
the suspense and the anticipation is just as good
as all of that. I'd take that over a Northeastern
putt with

Phelps.

game any day.

Augusta, Easter Sunday of 2009. In a tournament that everybody thought would end with a
Woods-Mickelson battle, two golfers emerged
from the crowd and battled neck and neck up to,

Meaghan Ellis is the business assistant ofThe
Heights. She can be reached at sports@bcheights.
com.
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Florence,

Italy
point.

And he kissed

me

and

joked with us and sang to me
the songs that his mother sang

learned how to to him as a child.
stand up straight on a
Piero told us he was grateful
bus being drivenby a crazy for us (and especially me, he
Italian driver was the epitome toldme in his most basicItalian
By Lauren Viola
of a beautiful Italianman, and I wish so I would understand). But I
Fbr The Heights
I knew where he was going out tonight so I was really the one who should
could accidentally bump into him," fall in love. I have been grateful. Meeting
I've been getting one of three reactions from Italmean adorable, olderItalianmen, who so badly want
Piero was the first time I felt
ian peoplewhen I try and speak Italian to them.
to communicate with me and teach me about their
at home.
The first is usually quite insulting. It consists language and country that they smile at my broken
The second one served me
of either an eye roll or a dirty look followed by a Italian, and I fall in love with their broken English. gelato.
response in English, all ofwhich seem to say, "Stop The men you can picture standing on a little balcony
We walked into Grom, the
butchering my language, American."
looking over a small Italian via, watching the stores best gelato place in town, for
The second is a bit more encouraging. This usuopen downthe street in the morning in their white Tdessert after our lunch. I stood
ally comes from someone who doesn't speak much shirts and slacks; the men who lovethe ignorance of there just staring the
at
selecEnglish and will therefore answer me inItalian, which tourists because they can impart their own ingenious tion of flavors, half translated
I don't fully understand.As I try to explain myself in Italian wisdom onus. Those are the men Ifall in love into English, the other half
Italian, throwing words in English constantly into the with (though Ireally do wish I knew
where that one words that I struggled to unmix, they do the same, trying to speakEnglish to me. on the bus was headed).
derstand. I must have looked
We usually find a happy medium of Italish, and I get
The first one I met on a mountaintop. Dreamy, utterly confused because sudmost ofmy point across or get the answers I need.
I know. But we were literally at one of the highest denly there was a spoonful of
But the last reaction is my favorite. I've truly points around the city of Florence, overlooking the gelatobeing held in front ofme
encounteredit three times now from separate Italian most beautiful view of the city, when an old Italian by a man behind the counter.
men who I've consequently fallen in love with. Now, man offered to take our picture. Little did I know
"My favorite," he told me in
I don't mean the, "Wow that guy on the bus who I that my very broken Italian would engage the man, Italian.
making him our tour guide
Needless to say, it was delifor the afternoon, our church cious. More importantly, though, it was something
going companion, and my thatwould never happen in an ice cream parlor in
Italian love.
Manhattan (and I'm the first person to defendNew
Piero forced me to speak Yorkers' reputations). Itmade me feel welcome, like
Italian to him maybe beeven though I wasn't a native I was just as imporcause he wanted
practant, maybe even more important, than a native
tice, or maybe just because customer wouldbe.
he didn'tunderstand English
The third was today in a store. The man I fell in
all that well. Either way, he love with I had admired for days, as he sat outside
corrected my grammar and his ceramics store painting bowls and plates to sell in
spoke almost solely in Italian, the family shop. Today, I enteredto purchase a gift
even to those of the group who for a friend, and handed the item to the owner. "Is
did not understand. He talked this a gift?" he askedme in Italian, followedby the
with his hands (like a true question, "sei Italiana?" I almost fell on the floor. I
Italian should), even grabbing almost started cheering. I definitelyhad a huge smile
onto my arm to emphasize his on my face as, for the first time in my life, I said "No,

I'm American",I toldhim. Quickly followed by, "But
yes, it is a gift" in the best Italian J could muster.
Someonehas mistaken me for an Italian, the greatest
complement I will ever receive.
It's times like these that you realize you're not
in the States anymore. Moments when answers to
questions change because of where you are. My
family is Italian, yes, and so I've always said that
I am Italian (and Polish) to anyone who has asked
about my ethnicity. But now I am in Italy, and this
affirmation has a, totally different meaning.
These men have made me feel at home, thousands
of miles from my family. They've made me feel like
I belong somewhere I've never been before. And
they've finally made me realize thatthis is all really
happening. Imiss you BC, but Italia, here I come.

-

True

Life

forweknd

I'mPapreanrtlesnt's

By Darren Ranck
Heights Editor

It's sad how many things I don't
tell my mother. The bustling activities of the school week allow for
rather limited communication with
those just outside the Boston College
bubble, even my maternal provider.
When can thestudent community
find the time to really catch up with
parental figures and talk about the
college life? The answer: Parents'
Weekend!
Except not. Well, at least not for
me. Due to prior commitments and
a distance of nearly 1,600 miles, my
parents could not make it to Parents' Weekend, leaving me to wade
through the waters of strange gene
pools without the use offloaties.
That's one of the most interesting things about Parents' weekend
every parent acts as if you're their
child. They ask you the same questions about campus aspects, look
upon you with the same affection
as their own child, and make rather
genuine attempts to seem interested
in your life. I applaud them all for the
spirit they brought to campus this
week.
One parent, however, apparently
felt I was being an indignant son.
While walking through the quad, a
hurried, high-power woman approached me and spat, "Do you know
where Gaston "Bower is?" I laughed
and politely corrected her mispronunciation of Gasson, to whichshe
replied, "I don't care. My son's a
freshman, and he's been waiting
to see me. Youknow it's Parents'
Weekend, right? I'm here as a parent
and a visitor, and you shouldbe more
respectful." I apologized and sent her
in the direction of Campion.
I pondered this woman's motive, though. "Pin a parent, and my
child needs me." Is this really what

.

-

parents really think come Parents'
Weekend? Do adults look at me as I
cross campus alone, listening to my
iPod, andfeel sorry for me? I don't

feel lonely, but do mothers look at me
and think, "That boy seems lonely.
He needs his parents.'' Then came
the epiphany. I look orphaned. Yes, I
am orphaned on Parents' Weekend.
If you see me saying, ''Please, sir, I
want some more" at the pasta fine in

lower, you'll know why.
In my self-recognitionas a

Parents' Weekend orphan, however,
I made the decision to not be an
urchin of an orphan but a rogue,
wily orphan. In considering famous
orphans in history, the first one I
stumbled across was Dickensian hero
Oliver Twist. Having escaped from
a mine of unfit caretakers, Oliver
descended into a life of pickpocket-

ing. Imagine, yours truly rimning
through Shea Field with the wallet of
a wealthy parent and alumnus, easily
evading BCPD's bike patrol. After
some consideration, though, I realized pickpocketing parents wasn't
worth the time and effort. I mean,
doesn't BC get into their pockets
enough already? More than that,
Oliver was completely dependent on
others. I don't need anyone! Anyone
at all!
I consideredother orphans. It

dawned on me that some of the comic's greatest superheroesbegan as
orphans. I suppose all that angst and
loneliness drove Batman, Spiderman, and Luke Skywalker to channel

it into crime fighting in form-fitting,
flashy garb. I felt pretty confident
thatpairing my Superfan shirt with
some Under Armour and Herzlichesque face paint would prove a suit-

able superherofor Parent's Weekend.
What business do I have being a
superhero, though? I can't throw a
baseball, let alone a punch. In fact,
the most heroic thing I did this

weekend was buy a Vitamin Water foj
a Grammy-winningrock star visiting
campus (with nothing to even show
for it; he probably just looked at me

and thought, "Orphaned, ouch.").
The list of orphans was pretty
bereft of role models, especially considering the fact that I didn't have
thered curls to pull ofLittle Orphan
Annie. Things looked bleak considering I just found out Edgar Allen
Poe was an orphan, and the idea of
passing out dead in a gutter outside
Mary Ann's sounded less than desirable. I trudged back to my room,
the epitome of a precocious Charles
Schultz character, but when I openecj
the door to my room in Vanderslice,
it felt like Christmas. A buffet, nay,
a smorgasbord of Italian delicacies
graced my sensory organs. My roommate's parents set up a tailgate in
our room, and as cheesy as it sounds
(and I am not a lover of eheddar),
I was kind of touched. Just to feel
that nurturing warmth of parents. I
sobbed on the inside when I met my
other roommate's family of seven,
attempting to crunch themselves into
a booth in Corcoran Commons (but
really, it was adorable). Feeling the
glow and familial togetherness made
me wonder what it wouldhave been
like if my mom came this weekend.
We probably would've gone into
the city in lieu of the game. I think
Newbury Street wouldhave played
in heavily as she asked if we could
step into a store "for just a minute."
We'd dine at Legal Seafoods(as the
tourists are wont to do) andtalk
about trivialbut well-lovedpoints
of conversation. If there was time,
we'd maybe even catch a movie. In
my musings, I realized, orphaned or
not, I can't wait to hang out with my
mom. If it can't be, parents weekend,
I know it'llbe worth the wait once
Thanksgiving comes around.
OK, mom, you can stop crying now.
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The law school student one, two step

The Fayre

exception of the one elective we get to

choose next semester and the curriculum B students also known as the
"hippies" of the law school all first
year students take the same required
courses. First year law students, or
lL's as we're commonly called, are divided into sections and much like high
school clusters, you only take classes
with people in your section.
As a high school freshman, you
were virtually guaranteed to be the
same age as your classmates. The
same cannot be said of your first year
of law school. There are a fair number
of students who choose to come to law
school straight from college, but we
seem to be in the minority. Some of
my classmates already have graduate
degrees; others are coming from the
Peace Corps or from the workforce.
Based on my limited experience,
law school seems to be more of an
extension of college. My routine right
now is not that different from what it
was last year: class, work, activities
meetings, trips to the fitness center of
which Georgetown is justifiably proud
(They mentioned it in my acceptance
letter as a selling point, which I
thought was odd until I got here and
found out that they have whirlpools
in the locker rooms). The Student Bar
Association sponsors "Wednesday
Wind Downs" and weekly bar reviews,
the law school equivalents of Roggie's
happy hours and Thursday nights at
-'
Wonderbar.
Despite the similarities, law
-

-

Lisa De Gray
I received many pieces of advice
during the year between when I began
filling out my law school applications
and law school orientation. Most of
these pearls of wisdom seemed obvious: take an LSAT prep course, watch
The Paperchase, "Don't worry, you'll
survive the first year." But there was
one piece of advice that kept coming
up that I had never anticipatedhearing: law school is like high school.
At first, this statement didn't
seem to correspond with the image
I, and I suspect most people, have of
law school. The explanations I was
offered also seemed slightly suspect:
there are lockers, and you take classes
with the same people every day, so
everyone knows everyone. The people
who were telling me this, however,
were either current law students or
recent graduates, so I figured that
they must be right.
Now that I have completed the first
I'm still not enmonth of law
tirely sure I understand the analogy.
It is true that there are lockers, but
these lockers belong to students who
commute to campus, some of whom
are married with children. With the

school has its own unique set of
characteristics. The most notable is
the basic structure of a law school
class. Law school is infamous for its
workload and for its practice of cold
calling and the Socratic method.
The workload which consists of
reading cases, writing memos, and
legal research projects is substantial but not unbearable. The administration also sponsors workshops to
help you make the transition from
a liberal arts education to a legal
education.
Cold calling and the Socratic
method are also not as bad as they
are reputed to be. For anyone who
hasn't seen Legally Blonde, cold
calling is when a professor chooses
a student at random to discuss the
facts and legal reasoning found in a
judicial opinion of a particular case.
The professor then proceeds to ask
a series of hypothetical questions
in which the facts of the case are
altered slightly, a method named in
honor of Socrates, who often employed this strategy in philosophical
debates.
There are also opportunities
to volunteer and ask questions;
however, these do not come up until
the professor is finished questioning the student in the proverbial hot
seat. Consequently, some students
have been in the hot seat for five to
10 minutes, which seems a lot longer
when you are that student.
I have been called on in class, and
-

-

He

it is not the traumatic experience that
it is depicted to be in the movies. This
is probably because, as one of my professors alluded to, our law professors
were once law students themselves

who suffered under the tutelage of
apparently less magnanimous instructors.

Despite our reputation for being aggressive and competitive, most
law students try to keep those urges
at bay. Most students try to avoid
being labeled gunners, a law school
term for that student who always

needs to speak in class. There is also
a strong level of camaraderie inside
and outside the classroom. While in
college no one would congratulate you
for answering a question well, in law
school this is considered the polite
thing to do during the first week of
classes. Law students are also willing
to help their neighbors when they are
in the hot seat, either through Gchat
or what my Civil Procedure professor
refers to as "consulting with co-counsel."
After a few more months, I will
probably, hopefully, understand the
high school analogy better. Right now,
though, law school is best described
as both a new and a familiar experience. For someone's first foray into
the "real world," that isn't the worst
thing.

Lisa De Gray is a senior staffcolumnist for
The Heights. She welcomes comments at

Said

aid

SheS

Trish

Daly

I don't like the term "Career
Fail." It combines an ugly word like
"career" with a lighthearted, fun
term "fair." Who doesn't want
to go to a fair? Think about a state
fair, as in "Charlie went to the Minnesota State Fair and ate a deepfried candy bar ona stick". Now,
that sounds like the most fun I've
ever heard of.
"Career," on the other hand,
doesn't call to mind deep-friedfood
ona stick. |(Unless, of course, that is
your career). It conjures up images
of suits and long hours and jobs
people hate.
I wrestled with my own definition of career fair between the hours
of 3 and 6 p.m. on Tuesday. I had
to ask myself a few questions; am I
interested in working for any of the
companies on the list? What kind of
"career" am I looking for? Do they
want to employ me ? Do I have the
sort of shoes one wears to a Career
Fair?
I passed other students all
dressed up, in loafers and high
heels, bound for the fair to pass
their resumes to Barclays and The
Hartford or perhaps just to fake
interest. As I considered the fair,
my breathing quickened, and I
sensed a panic attack coming on.
Where could I go for guidance in
this dark night of my soul? I quickly
dashed to the only place I thought'
could help me, the English department. Alas, the dean wasn't in so
next I ran to the open arms of the
Career Center Web site. I sat in the
computer lab, sweat beading on my
brow. Ah, there it was, the answer
to all my anxieties: a how-to guide,
"Choosing A Career." I eagerly dove
into Step One, Self-Assessment; the
four categories of explorationare
skills, interests, values, and people
/environment. Following this model,
I embarked on my personal voyage
of exploration.
-

-

I'm a freshman guy who has a big crush on a senior girl who is in one of my classes.
I really like her, but I don't know how (or if) I should approach her. Should I take a
chance? Cougar Bait
?

Meghan Says:

Matt Says:

According to a sociology professor I once had, senior girls and sophomore
It is a truth universally accepted that a man who wants to ask a girl on a date
guys are the most common pairing at Boston College. The unproven theory is that
must either read far too much Romantic poetry or be dangerously masochistic.
However, there may well be certain circumstances in which the extreme absurdity
sophomore guys have finally gained enough confidence and skills to approach
women, and senior girls care less about their reputation. You are not a sophomore,
of the situation may overwhelm the potential awkwardness involved. Yours is such
a case. I highly recommend that you ask this girl on a date. I'm a fan of the dinner
but I invite you to be a test subject for this hypothesis anyway.
To be truthful, there is a large possibility you will crash andburn. So, to mitiand-a-movie approach myself, but more important than the date is the preparation involved in gearing one's self up to ask the question.
gate this risk, you should probably first try to
First, know that liquid courage is a dangerous myth, "First,
whether or not your interest in her
know that liquid courage is a dangerous myth, determineway
reciprocated. Does she ask you
is in any
pure and simple. A far, far better strategy is to watch all
better strategy is to watch questions about all the upperclassmen parties
pure and simple. Afar,
of Jackie Chan's early kung-fu movies. They are so horrendously dubbedbut still such a gratuitous pleasure that
that you were rejected from over the weekend?
all
Chan's early kung-fu movies.
they will convince you that even ifyou bomb miserably, are
Does she offer her opinion on the perennial
Matt, on how to man up
shot down before the entire class, and are reduced to the
Newton.versus Upper debate? Most importantly, has she invited you to one ofher/ her friends'
laughingstock ofyour dormfloor, at the very least you will
have a terrific story to tell in your own senior year. Kung fu movies teach that failure
Mod parties?
is worthwhile in itself.
If the answer is a resounding, "Yes, I sweated in a mass ofpeople in Mod X until
BCPD came, and Ibolted out the back door," you might just have a chance.
Imagine it now: someday you and your buds will be sipping the sweet ambrosia
of Natty Lite, reminiscing about days ofpost-pubescent angst and humiliation
Try casually asking what she thinks ofmovies like The Graduate and whether she
herself would ever be interested in a young stallion like, well, yourself for example.
through the rosy-hued atmosphere of your Mod's fluorescent lighting. By then you
Suggest she will be better able to train you, as you are young and haven't acquired
will surely have rendezvoused with a bevy ofyoung ladies, such as you could hardly
even imagine when you sat, lonely and insatiated, pretending to enjoy a movie
many adverse traits yet.
Ifyou're really bold, you can ask her out on a date. This is by far the riskiest apnight with those same four bros.
proach, but if she says yes, she might buy your underage self wine at dinner.
Now, because you were fearless and unselfconscious, you will be able to recount
that time you asked that bodacious senior out on a date. There is no bad outcome
Or, you could try befriending her and seeing if anything further developsfrom
to your situation. Should you succeed, you will undergo an immediate apotheosis,
it. Even ifyou remain in the "friend-zone" this semester, you might still have a shot
and become the alpha male of your small, inbred group of guy friends. Should you
second semester when most seniors realize their college days are coming to an end
crash and burn, well, the worst that can happenis that you end up a single senior,
and throw caution and reservations to the wind.
putting forth no effort to woo the freshmen girls you can't get now.
And, if nothing else, at least you'll still have an in at senior parties.'

of Jackie

far

"

-

Matt DeLuca is an editor for The Heights. He welcomes comments at delucam®
bcheights.com.

Meghan Michael is an editor for The Heights. She welcomes comments at michaeme@
bcheights.com.
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A time to think before you scream
Leslie Ann Fletcher
We've all heard it, some of us
dare not say it, and some of us use
it as much as we say theword "I."
And some of us avoid it at all costs
because some of us still believe "we"
don't have a right to use it, even
though the first amendment clearly
states our right offreedom of speech.
The N word.
What makes this word so controversial? Its history, and the many
interpretations that are struggling
to coexist within today's society. In
today's society, we have some people
who use the word without knowing its
meaning, and really don't think of the
N word as an issue at all.
Then there are those people who
refrain from using the word because
it hurts them to use it, because of the
negativity that lies in the history of
its use. And of these people are those
who don't even want to talk about it.
And let's not forget those who believe
they have no right to discuss or use
the word because they feel they do

not associate with the word at all
because they are not black.
The purpose of this article is to
encourage debate and discussion
around this issue that has become so
prominent in not only today's society,
but within hip-hop music as well.
I believe it is necessary to talk
about issues that spark up so much
controversy today. If we do not talk
about these issues, we are avoiding
what is all around us, which becomes
ignorance, and ignorance is what
causes feelings of hate and confusion.
We tend to turn up our noses to
those things we do not understand
or know.
With all the many different interpretations of the N word and its
prominent use within a lot of hip-hop
music, there is no wonder why there
is so much controversy stirring up.
Besides the many different interpretations of the N word, hip-hop is
primarily listened to by young people.
I believe that the N word should be
eradicated and not used within music. When I hear theN word, I cringe
because of the hate it represents and
the power it holds.
I, personally, do not want to use
a word that used to be used to put
down and degrade my ancestors.
I believe it is time to move on. We

...

the N word

must not forget, but in order to grow

problem when a white person, or

and completely eradicate racism in
this world, I think it is necessary to
eliminate any terms that degrade
any particular race, religious or cultural background and move forward
from it.
In order to take control, some
people and some rappers have taken
the N word and tried to make it something positive. By changing the word's
meaning and changing it to something
positive, they feel as though they are
taking back control.
I have experiencedbeing in the
presence of this word my entire life.
Although I have seen the N word
used as a synonym for "friend" and
"brother," I have also seen and heard
the word used negatively.
I feel that if the word cannot be
used positively at all times then
it should not be used. Also, it is a
known fact that some black people
will use that word among fellowblack
people, but once a white person says
the N word, all hell breaks loose. This
results in a separation. I don't know
about you, but I would not want to
be limited on my word use among
different races.
For some of those who are saying they want to take control and
make the word positive, why is it a

even someone, from another race,
uses this word? This within itself is a

contradiction.
It comes back to our music, the
music that not only teenagers are
listening to, but toddlers as well. If
a child hears the N word in a song
used negatively, they do not know
the meaning of the word but use it
anyway.
Music has so much power because
not only does it set an example, but
it represents the voice of so many
that are silenced.
Many children do not know the
true meaning of the N word but use
it frequently. I don't know about you,
but using a word and not knowing its
meaning is not only detrimental to
one's character but leaves room for
destruction.
How can we function in a world
filled with destruction? I respect all
different views, but if you cannot
answer the question of why you have
chose to believe what you believe,
then that's a problem.
Maybe it's time to think before
you scream.

Leslie Ann Fletcher is a columnist for
The Heights. She welcomes comments at
fletcherl@bcheights.com

Skills: Reading. Writing. Quoting every line offriends. And oh
dear God, I have no skills. That's
a drawback. But the CareerCenter
Web site says, "Students are often
...

surprised to learn that they have
developeda number of valuable
skills beyond analytical thinking
and writing." That's a relief! I must
have some other less obvious career-friendly skills, the kind of skills
Indiana Jones pulls out when a huge
boulder is rolling toward him.
Interests: The guide asks, what
section attracted yoiir attention
the last time you were browsing in
a bookstore? Okay, I spend a lot of
time browsing bookstores; too much
time, in fact. And usually I browse
legitimate literature. But the last
time I walked into a bookstore, I
ended up perusing Lisa Lampanelli's memoir, Chocolate Please:
My Adventures in Food, Fat, and
Freaks, and the last book I bought
is titled Travel As A Political Act.
So I like B-list celebrity memoirs
and travel. Fail.
Values: The guide says, "We
all need to make money, but what
keeps you motivated to work hard?"
Looming deadlines, strong coffee,
and 5-hour energy potions motivate me to work hard. How about
the respect of my peers? To quote
Michael Scott, "I don't need to be
liked; but I like to be liked. I enjoy
being liked. And I have to be liked."
People/Environment: Okay, I
can definitely deal with people;
waitresses can deal with the most
wretched human beings on earth.
Just the other day at work I offered
.salad dressing to a rotund older
man with high cholesterol. With
his eyes on the dressing, he said,
"Would I like some dressing? I'd
like to knock you down, pin you to
the floor, pour that salad dressing all over you, and lick it off your
face." This was unexpected, but I
didn't miss a beat. I backed away
with a cheerful smile, "Okay, no
dressing then. Enjoy your salad!"
This steadfastness in the face of
adversity and perversion is clearly a
valuable career skill.
And as for environment? Well, I
like the environment. But did Henry
David Thoreau go to CareerFairs?
After completing this rigorous self-assessment, it was time to
move onto step two, Exploring Career Fields; but I could only handle
so much career building in one day,
and I could only come to one immediate conclusion: I don't have the
right shoes for a career fair.
Trish Daly is a senior staff columnist
for The Heights. She welcomes comments at dalypn@bcheights.com.
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The college curse of the freshman fifteen
By

Chantal Cabrera

Heights Staff

Ask almost any student around campus
what the worst part of their freshman year
was and their response will most likely be
"gaining the 15pounds." Gaining 15pounds
during students' first year in college is a common phenomenon that is now coined as the
"freshman 15." Entering into an unfamiliar
environment can be shocking for first-year
students, which can lead them to unhealthy
eating habits and excessive drinking patterns. Although it may seem like a common
myth at first, the freshman 15 seems to be
directly affecting many first year students.
Most can credit the weight gain to a
lack of exercise, late-night food snacks,
and alcohol binges. "The appealing candy,
muffins and snack foods in Mac definitely
contribute to the higher caloric intake,"
Alyssa McCarthy, A&S 12, says. "And also
the fact that at the start of college you are
not concerned with counting calories, but
rather making friends." Eating has become
a social habit, a thing to do with a large
groupof friends through out the day.
The availability of alcohol has also
become one of the main contributing
factors of the weight gain for most firstyear students. Being away from home

and enjoying a previously unattained
level of independence
leads many students to
binge drink. According io'collegedrink-

I would just find a way to drink that
wouldn't affect it," Rodolfo Rosas,
CSOM '12, says.
As a result of excessive
alcohol intake, students
tend to overindulge in the
late-night fatty snacks

lants in food help them concentrate and
stay focused. "I gained much more weight
during finals week dueto the increase in my
stress level," Krsmanovic said.
Fortunately, the weight that freshmen
gained over the year was not too hard to
ingprevention.gov,
lose. "I gained all my weight first semester
1.
an ounce ofvodka,
that are offered until
offreshmen year," Fernandez says. "Luckwhiskey, or tequila
2 a.m. on campus. If ily, I was able to lose the weight over the
has 65 calories. A
"late-night" is closed, summer."
regular 12-ounce
Che-Chi'ss a local hotSome students were even lucky enough
beer has 149 calodog stand, opens late and to avoidthe freshman 15 altogether. "I did
ries, and a four-Ounce
PHOTO COURTESY Of THISMAMACOOKS.COM
offers Italiansausages and not gain weight my freshman year," Mcwine has 80 calories. On
kielbasas. "Late-night food Carthy says. "I exercised four to five days
an average weekend, students
is the unhealthiest food on cama weekfor an hour. I do not believe that the
will consume close to 20 ounces of
pus, but it is almost impossible to resist,"
weight gain, however, is a myth."
liquor, a caloric intake that will quickly Fernandez said. "My friends and I try to
The weight dilemma is not just aproblem
lead to weight gain.
avoidgetting back on campus before 2 a.m.,
that affects BC students; other university
When students were asked, however, so we avoid indulging in late-night," Maja students also feel the burden of gaining
if they would give up alcohol in order to Krsmanovic, A&S '12, says. "The biggest weight. "I believe that given whether a stulose weight, the common consensus was factor was that food in college is available dentgoes away or stays in their home town it
no. "I wouldn't stop drinking altogether,
at any time of day, and all Ihad to do was
is very likely that students will gain weight,"
but I would try to drink smarter," Nicole use my card to pay for it," Rosas says.
Margaux Benedetti, a student at Florida
Fernandez, A&S '12, says. "I would drink
During finals week, the average caloric
International University, says. "Much of
smarter as in not making highly caloric
intake seems to increase. The most obviwhat contributes to weight gain is sloppy
mixed drinks or drinking full-caloriebeer," ous reason for the rise is students' stress eating habits. Most college freshmen are not
McCarthy says. "I would be willing to try level and anxiety. "When I get anxious and worried about what they eat, they are just
to go from three nights of drinking to just nervous, I eat more, which can also be a
worried that they do eat; and the cheaper
contributor," McCarthy says. The increase the meal the more likely it will be eaten."
two. I also drink less for small social gatherings now."
can also be attributedto what students call
Gaining weight as a freshman is not a
"If it was affecting my weight, I think
"brain-food." While they study, the stimuprerequisite for entering sophomore year,
1.1

PO

1.1
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however, and can be prevented. According
to the Web sitefreshmenls.com, easy ways
to avoid gaining weight are: avoiding late
night snacks, discarding unhealthy foods
from the room, regularly exercising, and
limiting alcohol intake.
Fortunately for upperclassmen, the
weight gain curse may be over. Freshmen
are the most susceptible to weight gain for
obvious reasons: they are new to the college
scene. Upperclassmen know what to look
out for, usually cut down on their drinking
habits, and exercise more frequently. They,
too, however, probably faced the unfortunate burden as freshmen.
Regrettably for the female population,
female freshmen are more susceptible to
weight gain than male freshmen. This can
be due to genetics, according to freshmanlS.
com. Girls gain weight in more obvious areas
like their hips and stomachs while men gain
weight primarily around their waists.
The freshman 15 is a curse that is likely
to. strike most first-year college students.
BC students have experienced the weight
gain first hand. Furthermore, the weight
gain seems to be a national problem. Prevention is not impossible and steps can be
taken to combat the weight gain, but, for
most, the majority of students fall victim
to weight gain. \u25a0

Eagles recover from Smartphone revolution
study abroad jet lag
Smartphone, from 810

that access they can check their
e-mails, look up information, and
perform other tasks."
According to a recent study
from Apple Insider, employees
who use iPhones are statistically wealthier, younger, and more
productive at work than their
counterparts who use other smart
phones. In the study, it was said
that iPhone users are "more than
twice as likely to access theInternet from their phone as working
Blackberry, Palm, or Windows
Mobile device owners."
While these added responsibilities may come along with the
possession of smart phones, Rossetto does not believe an iPhone
or a Blackberry is an indicator of
professionalism.
"I don't see a student with a
Blackberry and think that they're
-

By

Andrea Bonvicino
For the Heights
Junior year is a year of being
stuck in suspension. Juniors
are no longer new to the college
experience, but they are not at
the end of their careers either.
It is a strange year, socially. The
majority ofthe junior class must
live off campus. A few lucky
juniors get to stay on campus,
but must suffer separation from
their off-campus friends. Then,
of course, there are those juniors
who choose to go abroad for a
semester or the year. They are
much more than just a bus ride
and a short walk away, making
communication with them difficult. As hard as those juniors
left at BC may feel the year is,
the study abroad experience is
full of transitions and changes
for those students who choose
to take part in it, and could
possibly lead to a life-changing
experience.

The transition from living at
BC for two years and then going
abroad can be difficult. Peter
Toporzycki, CSOM '11 and cur-

rently studying abroad at Peking
University, China, describes the
transition as being very similar
teo the one that occurs between
high school and college. "You
meet tons of new people right
away, and have a fresh slate," he
said. Steven Lannon, A&S '11
and studying abroad at Universidad de Carlos 111 in Spain, describes his transition. "Coming
to Spain to be a student was so
much different," he said. "That
being said, I would still say it
was a smooth transition with a
few little bumps."
Those brave students who
choose to go to a program based
in a non-English speaking
country must struggle through
the language barriers. "It is a
culture shock to speak English
and have no one understand
you," Toporzycki says. "Alot of
business professionals speak
English, but besides that communication is completely in
Chinese. I have had to use the
little bit of Chinese I know in order to get by, and it has not been
the easiest thing in the world.
On the upside, my Chinese is

rapidly improving."
"What's difficult is not really
having anyone to help you if you
have problems," Lannon says.
"You need to go try to solve it
for yourself, in Spanish. You
can't really call your parents for
help because how are they going
to help? It's difficult, but it's
fun as well, and you can't learn
Spanish without the practice."
Studying abroad offers the
chance to immerse oneself in
a new culture, which can be
exciting, but also frightening.
Toporzycki has experienced
Chinese culture by imitating the
locals. "I have eaten street food,
taken public transportation, and
bargained in the market place,"
he says. "The only way to culture

yourself is to immerse yourself
in that culture. Itis a little scary
at first, especially with all the
vendors, but once you get a hang
of how Chinese culture works,
everything becomes easier."
It does not seem possible that
while gaining all this new experience, study abroad students can
come back to BC unchanged.
Jennifer Gazzerro, A&S '10,
studied at the University of New
South Wales in Australia last
year. She describes the change
her study abroad experience had
on her. "I definitely think I have
a different view on life," she says.
"I'm not as easily stressed and I
try to enjoy the simple pleasures
oflife." Does this change in perspective affect life back at BC?
Gazzerro would say so. "It definitely wasn't easy after having
such a life-changing experience
to get back into the BC routine,"
she says. "Living on a beach in
Australia is definitely a lot different then winter in Boston."
Students returning to campus also find it trying tointegrate
themselves into BC's social life.
"You come back and your friends
live all over, because many of
them are off campus," she says.
"They've made other friends,
which is weird because some of
your best friends, have new best
friends who you don't even know,
and then people leave and those
who don't go abroad miss them
because they've had them all
fall and you sort of feel like an
add-on."

Bernd Widdig, director
of the Office of International
Programs, describes the issues
many students face when adjusting to life back at BC. "Students
mature when they go abroad
and have experienceda change
in perspective that is missing in
those who did not go abroad,"
he says. "That makes communication sometimes a bit more
difficult."
In the end, students who
come back from abroad generally are extremely glad they made
the decision to go. Gazzerro
describes her favorite memories
from being abroad. "Definitely
the memories and sharing my
.experiences with those who
would listen," she says. "You
hear that going abroad is a lifechanging experience, but you
don't realize how true that is
until you are in a different culture halfway across the world."
Going abroad may provide
a few difficulties in transitioning lifestyles, but the students
who have taken that chance and
taken advantage of the experience have few regrets. Many of
them say it is the experience
of a lifetime. Widdig advises
students, thinking of going
abroad: "Going abroad is a 24/7
learning experience," he says.
"Be open, don't try to compare.
Going abroad is a challenge and
it requires that one leaves one's
own comfort zone."
"Don't even think twice
about being so far away!"
Gazzerro says. "Itis definitely
worth it, and when else will
you get to go to Australia?"
Toporzycki maintains this
perspective as well. "Do it,"
he says. "China is an amazing
country that is rapidly evolving.
You look outside and you see
hundreds of new buildings being
built. For all of you concerned
with the cost, it was cheaper for
me to go abroad than stay this
semester at BC. Do not worry
about being out of contact with
all ofyour friends and family, as
Skype works almost everywhere.
If you have the chance to go
abroad, do not let it pass you by.
You will regret if for the rest of
your life." \u25a0

more professional than a student
without one. It's just another way
to encourage interaction," Rossetto says.

Rossetto also believes that the
iPhone and the Blackberry weren't
made for a particular group of
people. "Manufacturers will make
phones for whoever will buy them
they have different functions for
different populations," Rossetto
-

says.

Yazawa agrees, citing the change
in a trend that she noticed. "Initially, Blackberries were used by
an older crowd and IPhones were

typically for younger people, but
now, it's reversed," she says. "My
dad has so many applications on
his iPhone some of them are so
stupid."
While a good number of students have hopped onto either the
iPhone wagon or the Blackberry
shuttle, there are some who have
-

not jumped on either.
"I don't want a Blackberry,"
Hannah Rogers, LSOE '12, says. "I
prefer to have an iPod, aphone, and
a computer separately."

Regardless of the fact that
there are and most likely always
will be people without iPhones
and Blackberries, overall, users of
the respective devices seem to be
satisfied with the.
"I'm happy with my phone,"
Breen says. "I feel more in the loop
now, and it makes things a lot more
convenient for me."
"Despite a few minor problems,
I'm really happy with my iPhone,"
Yazawa says.
As cell phone providers continue to make these premier smartphones more readily available to
the generalpublic, their popularity
will undoubtedly increase. This
revolution in communication may
only be just beginning. \u25a0
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Jacquelyn Herder

being carded left and right. For goodness sake, I was once carded in Utah for

ordering water (apparently, minors aren't
even allowed in the bar area, no matter
how parched they may be). But, when I
no longer have to be coy about my age
or stand on the edge of the tile that
denoted the start of the bar and shout
my order, I do not have to show an ID
and relish the smugness that comes with
knowing that there is no way the waitress
can deny me. Way to break my heart,
Boston!
OK, to be fair, turning 21 wasn't
exactly a big deal to me. It wasn't like
my .partying habits were going to change
suddenly (as the birthday card my sister
sent me pointed out, I could now party
exactly like I have for several years, just
now without the fear of jail time). So far,
my trips to the liquor store have yielded
white wine (chardonnay, how I love thee)
and purchases of mini bottles of vodka
because I use them to cook (my penne
pasta with vodka sauce is seriously delicious). I'm not big into the bar scene,
and Thursday nights will probably not
get any more exciting than occasional
trips to JTree with my other totally legal
...

friends.
This birthday is seen as a right of
passage, but to be honest, what makes
21 so different than the past few years?
Twenty-one shots is hardly a good idea
or a good time, and being scraped off the
bar floor at Mary Ann's is probably worse
than being scraped off the floor at South
Street (I have to say, neither scenario has
ever appealed to me). We are still going
to party, and I am sure many students
have illegally discovered their limits and
won't push them now that they are legal.
Alcohol was still bought and transported
as a minor, but now, newly 21ers don't
walk with a backpack while perfecting their "I just came from the library"
cover story they probably really are
coming from the library. Who needs to
sneak across campus with a backpack of
booze when there is a fully stocked bar
waiting at home? And while we still drink
them, we can proudly hold our beer cans
or bottles of Mike's Hard at tailgates
without having to hide the evidence in
a solo cup. I suppose the largest change
is that our days of drinking contraband
Rubinoff are over hellooooo, Grey
Goose! (Or maybe that's just me...)
Twenty-one means you are officially an adult... which points to several
tilings. We now have admission to some
pretty cool bars, and we can order that
beer while watching the big game. My
dad is thrilled that this year at Christmas, he can actually send me to go pick
up more wine and replenish the' stash.
However, it also means that there are, as
my father says, "no more" mulligans." We
are totally responsible for ourselves, and
we can't wriggle out of anything anymore
(makes you want to rethink buying cheap
beer for freshmen, doesn't it?).
I suppose 21 really is a right ofpassage. In the eyes of my parents, I now
enjoy elevated status as not only the oldest child but also as a sort of completed
work. I can't even begin to tell you how
many times my dad leaned over to me
this weekend and told me how proud he
was of me. In actuality, I think he's just
relieved that I made it this far, and his
wallet and sanity have remained mostly
intact (Well, at least his sanity. With two
daughters, he has rechristened himself
with the name "ATM.") My mom and
I have always been close, but with this
milestone, our relationship has seemed
to have intensified from just a motherdaughter relationship to a friendship
and now we can toast to it over a great
bottle of champagne.
So, here we go. Twenty-one candles,
another year older, and perhaps even
another year wiser.

By

to my mom because I needed a phone

Kris Robinson

Heights Editor

In an age when the phrase "Let me
get your pin number" has taken on an
entirely new meaning and Facebook
statuses can be updated without the
presence of a monitor, a keyboard, and
a central processing unit, iPhones and
Blackberries rule
at least among
...

college students.
It is virtually impossible to walk
around a college campus these days
and not see an iPhone situated comfortably in the hands of a future nurse
or an aspiring CEO typing furiously
away on his or her Blackberry. Once
phones typically associated with an
older, more professional crowd, these
smart phones seem to have made their
way down the age ladder, now attracting a significantly younger user. Have
iPhones and Blackberries become
the newest fad among college and,
perhaps, even high school students?
The simplest of observations would
say, yes.

According to a research study done
last month by IDC, a global company
that provides market intelligence for
information technology, telecommunications, and consumer technology
markets, the Blackberry Curve was the
top-selling smart phone in the United
States in the second quarter of 2009.
The second highest selling smart phone
was the newest version of Apple's
premiere cellular product, the iPhone
3GS. Also in the top 10 were theBlackberry Pearl (third), the Blackberry Bold
(fifth), the Blackberry Storm (sixth),
and the iPhone 3G (fourth).
"I got my Blackberry right before
I went on a trip to Germany," Kathy
Breen, A&S '12 says. "I suggested it

t

I wasn't carded last night. I was out
to dinner, ordered a glass of wine, and
proudly had my now- legal ID ready to
go for presentation. I had been waiting for this moment for a week and a
half, and yet, with a nod of the waitress,
my moment in the spotlight was put
on hold. Wait, what? I had spent years

that would work there and be effective." While Breen may have chosen the
Blackberry for its effectiveness, Erika
Yazawa, A&S '12, was attracted to the
iPhone for different reasons.
"I thought it had a lot of cool applications that I wanted to try out,"
Yazawa explains. Once a regular
iPhone user, Yazawa has upgraded with
the times, currently owning theiPhone
3GS, which has a special new feature
that she finds particularly useful. "I
really like the new iPhone's camera
capability. Like, if I wanted to take a
picture of Chimichanga, for instance,
and put it as my background, I could
do it within seconds," says Yazawa,
referring to her pet fish.
The iPhone's camera has risen in
popularity separately from the phone
itself. Just last month, Wired.com
reported that the iPhone, despite its
limited camera functions, had become
the most popular camera used by members on the Web site Flickr, a popular
image-sharing platform. The iPhone's
Internet capability contributes to its
online acclaim, making uploading and
exchanging pictures online a simple
and easy process.
Despite the two phones' obvious
draws, a certain amount of exposure
is necessary to get consumers to purchase them. For some students, this
exposure seems to come from places
both close to home and places a little
farther away.
"I was influenced by others I'm
not going to he," Breen declares, talking about her decision to get a Blackberry. "A vast majority of my friends
had one and I felt so out of the loop,
so I knew I had to have it."
"I think I was [influenced by oth-

ers]," Yazawa says, while texting her
boyfriend, who has a Blackberry, on
her iPhone. "I got mine when it was
just coming out, so it was the coolest
thing at the time."
While seeing the iPhone on commercials pushed Yazawa to buy the
phone, Breen claims to not have had
the same experience, and says she
has seen hardly any Blackberry commercials. However, advertisements in
the form of commercials are not the
only way to get the message about a
particular product out to the general
public. Product placement in television
shows can certainly influence people
as well.
"If they were BBMing on Lost, I
definitely would have had the Blackberry earlier," Breen exclaims with a
laugh. "People are so influenced by
TV they just don't want to admit
it." "BBMing" is a short term used to
describe an instant messanger application available only to Blackberry users.
"The access to information via cell
-

phones both positively and negatively
affects conversation positive in the
sense that it accelerates conversation
and negative because it takes away that
mutual search of information that can
be fun for people to engage in," Dr.
Kelly Rossetto, an assistant professor
in the communication department,
-

says.

Rossetto believes this idea of "constant access" works both ways for
students. On one hand, the phones
provide students with the means of
obtaining information quickly, but on
the other hand, they also create certain
obligations for them. "Students are
expected to do a lot because they have

See Smartphone, B9
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Jacquelyn Herder is the features editorfor
The Heights. She welcomes comments at
herderj@bcheights.eom.
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