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Master Plan passes BRA with proviso
Matthew DeLuca
News Editor
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approval.

After years of planning, community
meetings, and occasionally bitter debate,
Boston College's Master Plan was approved
by the Boston Redevelopment Authority
(BRA) on Thursday with one proviso. The
10-year institutional plan, which includes
the construction of a university center, a
new recreation center, a fine arts district,
and new intramural athletics fields, must
now be reviewed by the Boston Zoning
Commission before being presented to
Boston Mayor Thomas Menino for his

"The vote to approve the plan with
the proviso was unanimous," said Jessica
Shumaker, BRA spokesperson. The proviso
to the plan involved the University's plan
to place 150beds on the Brighton property
purchased from the Boston Archdiocese.
These dormitories were among the plan's
most contended issues.
Allston-Brighton residents expressed
worries that the students housed on the
campus would prove to be disruptive to
their neighborhood. This issue was also
one on which the Brighton Task Force,
an advisory group to the BRA, changed a

long-held position in their final letter to
the board.
In their final letter, dated Jan. 28, the
Task Force recommended that the board
allow BC to build dormitories for 150 beds
on the property. The letter said, "The Task
Force recognizes that this reverses our
long-standing position on housing students on the so-called Brighton campus;
we also recognize widespread community
opposition to this proposal. In making
this most difficult concession, the Task
Force believes that the College should act
decisively to forge common ground with
the communityby accepting an affirmative

obligation to house 350 more students on
its traditional campus!"
The Task Force had asked for BC to
house more students on the main body of
the campus since their Sep. 5, 2008, letter
to the board, which said, "The majority
of the Task Force believes that no undergraduate dormitories should be built on the
former seminary grounds given widespread
community opposition to sitting residence
halls on this part of the campus and because of the College's ability to house an
additional 500 students on its traditional

See Plan, A
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Sold-out ALC Ball draws hundreds
By Pilar Landon

Heights Senior Staff

SPORTS
Men's basketball routs
Virginia Tech, CI

Students hit the town in red
carpet style at Friday night's
AHANA Leadership Council
(ALC) Ball held at the Fairmont
Copley Plaza. With 800 in attendance at the sell-out annual
event, including some administrators and staff members,
organizers said that this ALC
Ball ranked among the best in
recent years.

"The ball has gone the same
way for so many years," said
Akash Tharani, ALC program-
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"We also worked with the hotel
chefs and staff to add a few more
ethnic foods instead of what
they normally have," Tharani
said. Students could choose
from a variety of food stations,
including a Chinese chicken and

SeeALC,AS

Organizers said that this year's ball, which included a DJ and a wide selection of ethnic foods, was one of the most succesful ALC balls to date.

IMP to seek sustainability
Jennifer Evans

For The Heights
With current programs such as Recycle Mania,
the Conscious Consumer bottles, and new trash
compactors, it is evident that sustainability is a
priority of both students and administrators at
Boston College. BC, concerned about the impact
that it leaves on the environment, has dedicated
a chapter of its Institutional Master Plan (IMP)
to environmental sustainability. Chapter 10 of
the IMP states that BC will be transformed into a
"model of sustainability." In doing so, the University will concentrate on two main areas: seeking
certification in Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) for all new buildings
and designing a Sustainability Policy and Plan
within a year.
According to the United States Green Building
Council's Web site, "Leadership in Energy and

Environmental Design (LEED) promotes a wholebuilding approach to sustainability by recognizing
performance in five key areas of human and environmental health: sustainable site development,
water saving, energy efficiency, materials selection,
and indoor environmental quality." According to
the IMP, new buildings aim to achieve the second

highest Silver Rating of LEED certification. Proposed changes include installing low-flow water
fixtures, adding energy efficient lighting, using
locally sourced products in construction, and
possibly using solar panels. "What's important
is that we will see a decrease in energy use even if
people don't change theirbehaviors," said Dierdre
Manning, director of sustainability.
With each energy-saving change, BC will receive
a number ofpoints. The more points BC earns, the
higher the LEED rating it will receive. Manning

See Green, A
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Campaigns take off
Three student tickets prepare for UGBC
presidential and vice presidential races
By

Matthew DeLuca

News Editor

Though campaigning will not
officially begin until this Wednesday at midnight, the candidates
for Undergraduate Government of
Boston College (UGBC) president
and vice president for the 20092010 school year must hand in
their platform information forms
to the Elections Committee today. Students had a chance to
meet this year's candidates last
Thursday at an informal meetand-greet. The candidates are:
Al Dea, CSOM 10, and Alex Hirs,
A&S 10; Dick Sawyer, CSOM 10,

and Daniel Cocks, CSOM 10; and
Reilly Dinius, CSOM 10, and
Nick Kazimiroff, A&S 11.
Al Dea and Alex Hirs
Dea said that he and Hirs have
been active in the BC community
since they first arrived on campus
as freshmen. "Freshman year, I
started off as a senator, and I've
been a senator all three years,"
Dea said. He was elected vice
president ofthe UGBC senate last
year and is now president of the
senate. "As the senate president,
you're one of the leaders and kind
of the face of the senate, and its
your job to help the senate to
come up with some goals and to

meet those goals," Dea said. "All
senators, it's their duty to really
be the voice of the student, really
checking on students to see how

they're doing and what kind of
concerns they have."
In addition to his work in the

UGBC, Dea said he also served
as a 48 Hours point guard; as
did Hirs. "Alex and I have known
each other since freshman year,"
Dea said. "Since we both have
been involved in the UGBC for the
last two and half years, we have a
pretty good working relationship

with each other." Dea said that
Hirs is "one of the most committed people out there," and that
his dedication and willingness to
work hard would give them a good

See UGBC, A

4

ARTS

ming co-director and A&S '09.
"We've had the same venue,
same food, same DJ, but it was
nice to have a change. Overall,
people were saying this was the
best ball ever. There was something really positive and good
about it this year."
Some of the biggest changes
from the year before included
food selection and a new DJ.

Panel discusses comics
Graphic novels are valued differently around the world
On Thursday evening, a group with a common interest gathered in Walsh Hall for a panel discussion on
an increasingly popular subject in the academic world:
graphic novels. Librarians Robin Brenner, author of
Understanding Manga and Anime, and Maya Escobar,
as well as Emerson College comics writing professor
Alexander Danner, the co-author ofCharacter Design
for Graphic Novels and a former bookseller at Porter
Square Books discussed every aspect of graphic narratives, from superheroes to best-selling memoirs.
During their discussion, the panelists addressed
issues such as categorization and criticism of graphic
novels. "When you hear me say comics, I mean any-

Boston College's Institutional Master Plan allowsfor campus sustainability concerns in the construction process.

thing in that format," Brenner said. "You'll hear any
librarian say it's a format, not a genre." Both the literary and art world have had a difficult time finding a
place for comics. In some countries, such as France,
comics are a fine art. In America, graphic narratives
like Alison Bechdel's Fun Home are finalists for prestigious literary awards, yet graphic novels are shelved

next to art in libraries.

Beyond categorization lies the difficulty of the
actual act of reading a graphic novel and evaluating
it. "You have to pay attention to how the writing and
art work together," Brenner said. She continued to
outline key elements: level of vocabulary, difficulty
of the story line, and art style. Escobar agreed that
there are many elements that need to be considered.
"It took me a long time to realize I was shopping with
my eyes only and reading a lot of comic books. You
really, really need a good writer."
Danner also emphasized the role of the writer and
said that the writer is essential in creating quality
character development and story plot. He used the
example of The Arrival, a graphic novelwithout a single
line of text. In this novel, Danner said, the writing is
just as strong as the art, and the lack of textual communication fits with the story, one with a plot centered
on the story of an immigrant. "Images communicate
much stronger than prose," Brenner said.
One issue that was addressed was the origin of

See Comics, A
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Columbian government
accused of interference
BOGOTA (AP)

The Heights,
Boston College McElroy 113
140 Commonwealth Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 02467
-

A reporter accompanying
a humanitarianmission yesterdayto
?

ON CAMPUS

refease four hostages held by Colombian
rebels said the military had interfered with

and delayed the handover. Jorge Enrique
Botero said the InternationalRed Cross
mission ?in a loaned Brazilian military
has been hounded by military
helicopter
overflights. "This pursuit was ordered by
military commanders,''Boterotold the
Venezuelan televisionnetwork Telesur
by telephone from a jungle clearing. He
said he had video recordings to prove his
claims. Colombian military officials had no
immediatecomment on the allegations. A
spokeswoman said that Defense Minister
Juan Manuel Santos hadbeen informed.
The four security force members were

Editor-in-Chief(617) 552-2223

Professor calls for humane
approach to economic policy

?

Rev. Thomas Massaro, S.J., a professor in the School
of Theology and Ministry, has recently been accepted as a
columnist toAmerica magazine, a weekly Catholic publication. In his first column, Massaro addressed the economy
and called on policymakers nationwide to consider the
impact their newregulations would have on theworld's poor
population. Massaro outlines the importance of considering
issues from the "street level" and of considering the effects
the recessions has had on families struggling to survive
these difficult times. "If any good comes of this recession,
it may just consist in a more honest and nuanced view ofthe
true causes ofpoverty and greater fellow-feeling with those
suffering its effects," Massaro said in'his column.

captured by the Revolutionary Armed
forces ofColombiain 2007, and are among
six hostages the FARC said it would free.

Romance languange professor
honored by scholastic society
Ourida Mostefai, associate professor in the romance
languages and literatures department, was honored on
Jan. 29 by the French National Ministry of Education
with the award of Chevalier dans 1' Ordre de Palmes
Academiques, the highest award given to scholars by the
French government. The Ordre de Palmes Academiques
was established by Napoleon in 1808 to recognize excellence in education. The award was given to Mostefai
in recognition of her promotion of French culture and
literature in America through her teaching andresearch.
Mostefai was educated in both FVance and America,
receiving both a Masters degree and Ph.D. from New
York University and a Licence de Lettres from the University of Paris.

UNDER REPORTED

The English city ofBirmingham, the country's second
largest city, has decided to eliminate all apostrophies
from its municipal street-signs citing the fact that the
apostrophes are "confusing arid old-fashioned." Many
of the city's citizens have protested the act, citing the
removal of a punctuation markfrom the recognition ofthe
city as a major loss. Officials said that one reason for the
act is that city landmarks such as "St. Paul's Square" no
longerrequire a possessive use of the apostrophe, making the punctuation mark insignificant in that context.
Representatives from GPS system companies worldwide
expressedconcernfor the confusion this sudden change
in street names can cause their systems.

As the Senate debates'the economic stimulus package this week, much focus has been drawn to the issue
of student loan payments, and whether or not to raise
the limits on student borrowing through federal loan
programs. The economic stimulus package was approvedby the House of Representatives last Wednesday, with an approval for a raise of $2,000 a year to
the federal Stafford loan program, allowing students to
borrow $8,000 over the course of a four-year education.
Many student groups have opposed this plan, stating
that the legislation would give colleges justification to
raise tuition.

Tops

3. Preaching for Lay 4. 'Impact' by Dance 5. Men's Hockey vs.
Organization
Massachusetts

Persons

Monday

Monday

Wednesday

Thursday

Time: noon
Location: Gasson 100
The American Red
.Crossof Boston College will sponsor a
blood drive tomorrow
running from noon
to 6. Appointments
are available upon
request.

Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Merkert 127
GLBT students,
faculty, and administrators will speak on
what it means to be a,
member of the GLBT

Time: 4 p.m.
Location: Trinity Chapel
Faculty and administrators from the
School of Theology and
Ministry will instruct
on how to compose,
deliver and evaluate a
scripture reflection in
the form of a sermon.

Time: 7 p.m.

»

1. Red Cross
GLBT Issues
Campus Blood Drive Panel Discussion

community at college
and GLBTissues in

the classroom.

-

ner-city neighborhoods. ning season.

1:07 a.m. A report was filed regarding an
officer who, when responding to a medical
emergency in Welch Hall was struck by a piece
of ice thrown at him by two suspects. Both
parties fled. One male was apprehended and
placed under arrest for Assault and Battery on
a Police Officer and Disorderly Person.

12:28 a.m. A report was filed in Corcoran
Commons regarding an intoxicated facility
who was transported to a medical facility.

-

campus.

11:28 a.m.

Sports Scores
Want to report the results of a
game? Call David Amstutz, Sports
Editor, at (617) 552-0189, or e-mail
sports@bcheights.com.
Arts Events

National guard troops
work to relieve citizens
CANEYVILLE, Ky. (AP) Thousands of
National Guard troops cut their way into
remote communities yesterday to reach
residents stranded by a deadly ice storm,
freeing some to get out of their driveways
for the first time in nearly a.week. The
soldiers went door-to-door handing out
chili and beef stew rations to people cooped
up in their homes as authorities ratcheted
up the relief effort for what Gov. Steve
Beshear called the biggest natural disaster
ever to hit the state. The sight of Humvees
rolling up one street in rural Grayson
County sent children bouncing off the walls
inside the generator-powered house where
Bryan Bowling and 18 other people have
been hunkering down by a fireplace.

Voices from the Dustbowl

1/25/09
Sunday, Jan. 25

2:14 a.m.
A report was filed regarding a
suspicious male in Roncalli Hall who is well
known to police by various names. He was
issued a trespass warning and escorted off

A report was filed regarding two
suspicious persons in Corcoran Commons.
-

EDITORIAL RESOURCES

The Heights covers a multitude of
events both on and offcampus including concerts, movies, theatrical
performances, and more. Call Zachary Jason, Arts and Review Editor,
at (617) 552-0515, or e-mail review©
bcheights.com. For future events,
e-mail, fax, or mail a detailed description of the event and contact
information to the Arts Desk.
-

Clarifications / Corrections
The, Heights strives to provide its
readers with complete, accurate,
and balanced information. If you
believe we have made a reporting
error, have information that requires a clarification or correction,
or questions about The Heights
standards and practices, you may
contact Alexi Chi, Editor-in-Chief,
at (617) 552-2223, or e-mail editor®
bcheights.com.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Saturday, Jan. 24
-

Friday

Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Robsham
Location: Conte Forum
The Eagles will be
Dance Organization
taking on the Univerpresents their annual show, with 60 girls sity of Massachusetts
Minutemen on the
performing a number
of pieces. A portion of ice Friday night. The
the proceeds will go to Eagles will be looking
promoting dance in in- to continue their win-

Police Blotter
1/24/09

(617)551-0364

Fax (617) 552-1753

e-m'ail news@bcheights.com. For
future events, e-mail, fax, or mail
a detailed description of the event
and contact information to the
News Desk.

-

To do this week on campus

i

-

'

Have a news tip or a good idea for
a story? Call Matthew DeLuca,
News Editor, at (617) 552-0172, or

English city bans use of
'outdated' punctuation mark

Senate debates increase of
federal student loan package

£
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"If you had to eat one food for the rest of
your life, what would it be?"

Delivery

To have The Heights delivered to
your home each week or to report
distribution problems on campus,
contact Kyle Pochini, General Manager at (617) 552-0547.

-

Advertising
"PierogL"

1:51 a.m.

A report was filed regarding four
suspicious males who were "causing trouble"
in the Commonwealth Ave. garage. All males
were identified and issued trespass warnings.
A quantity of marijuana was confiscated.
-

2:13 a.m. A report was filed regarding a
student in Walsh Hall who reported that he
had been assaulted by two unknown males.
Afterfirst aid, he was transportedto a medical
facility by ambulance.

?Melissa Lahullier,
A&S '11

The Heights is one of the most
effective ways to reach the BC
community. To submit a Classified, Display, or Online Advertisement, call'our Advertising office at
(617) 552-2220 Monday through
Friday.
The Heights is produced by BC
undergraduates and is published
on Mondays and Thursdays during

-

"Cereal."
?Amanda Russell,

the academic year by
The Heights, Inc.
(c) 2009. All rights reserved.

CSON '11

2:48 a.m. A report was filed in the Mods
regarding an intoxicated party who was
transported to a medical facility by ambulance.
-

5:24 p.m.
A report was filed regarding a
student who was being harassed by her exboyfriend. A detective will investigate.
-

-

11:28 p.m. A report was filed regarding a
confiscation of alcohol in Corcoran Commons.

11:32 p.m. A report was filed regarding an
intoxicated party in Corcoran Commons who
was transported to a medical facility.
-

3:14 a.m. A report was filed regarding three
non-students who were observed smoking
marijuana on the Upper Campus roadways.
Some contraband and false licenses were
confiscated and they were issued trespass

CORRECTIONS
Please send

-

warnings.
?

Source: The Boston College
Police Department

"Chocolate."
?Angelica Roc ha,
CSOM '11

corrections to

editor®

bcbeigbts.com
witb 'correction'
in the subject line.
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'Breakfast Club' brings service to neighborhoods
The breakfast aspect of the service projects also
sets the club apart. "The breakfast provides an
opportunity to connect with students still further

and they discuss student life off-campus-what's
working, what resources do students need, how to
continue to engage students, etc." Robinson said.
Short also felt that the club and its dedication to
enhancing the surrounding neighborhood speaks to
the benefits of having students living in off-campus
communities. "Too often the focus is on negative
situations off-campus," Short said. "The club is
just one small example of students who are doing
something really positive."
Robinson also spoke ofthe positive response that
the neighborhood has had to the club. "Neighbors
have been driving by and stopped to thank students, others have stepped out of their homes to
thank students," Robinson said. "One story has it
that a neighbor stepped out on her porch and was
clapping for the students! Clearly their efforts are
appreciated."
Members of the club have a vast array of motivations for participating. "Student volunteers
come from word of mouth or they participate in
the Off-Campus Student Council," Robinson said.
"Some students are participating to fulfill community restitution requirements mandated through
the judicial system, but for the most part, students
are volunteering their time." All of the students
that participate, however, display dedication to
the projects and having the experience of making
a difference in the community in which they live.
"I think it's telling that students get out of bed on
Sunday morning and join us just for the trash pickup," Short said. "Classy kids who just want to help
out, and there are lots like them."

The Breakfast Club, an off-campus servicegroup, picks up trash in surrounding neighborhoodsand eats breaksfast together.

"The [Breakfast Club] is just one
small example of students who are
doingsomething really positive"
?

Michael Short,

Graduate Student Assistant, ODSD
By

in which they live is part of what sets it apart from
other service opportunities. "We're not trying to
do anything special The Breakfast Club is really a
simple idea that we believe helps contribute to four
-

important goals: Improving student-neighbor relations off-campus, partaking in the green initiative,
living-out the Jesuit mission of service, and building

personalrelationships between the administration
and off-campus students," Short said.

While the club has not convened its trash cleaning operation since last fall due to the cold temperatures, they plan to resume their service projects
in the spring. "In the meantime, the Off-Campus
Council has discussed other neighborhood service
such as shoveling snow for neighbors," Robinson
said. "We are in the process of trying to determine

how best to make this happen since it is naturally
weather dependent." The snow shoveling would
benefit Allston-Brighton senior citizens; keeping
their driveways and sidewalks snow-free and safe
during the winter months. \u25a0

Ana Lopez

Asst. News Editor

Through a joint effort by the-Office of the Dean
of Student Development (ODSD) and the OffCampus Student Council, Boston College's own
"Breakfast Club" employs their talents in cleaning up off-campus neighborhoods four Sundays a
semester. Comprised of a dozen BC students donning BC sweatshirts and hats, the students meet at
11 a.m. at a predetermined location, and after an
hour spent picking up trash and cleaning up the

neighborhoods, the group is treated to breakfast at
the Eagle's Deli.
"The idea of cleaning up trash in the community
came from senior Zeb Couch, A&S '09, who is the
instrumental undergraduate leader of the club,"
said Michael Short, a graduate assistant in ODSD,
in an e-mail. From that original idea, the Breakfast
Club, which was formally organized last semesterby
Shortand Judy Robinson, assistant dean for student
development, was born. One of its primary aim! is
to cater to students living off-campus who wanted
to participate in contributing to their community in
a positive way. "We have so many students involved
in service and social justice activities, and this is an
opportunity for our off-campus students to engage
in service in the local community and neighborhoods," Robinson said in an e-mail.
The Facilities Department has sponsored the
club' over the past semester, providing it with trash
bags and gloves.
Short, who organizes the service projects and
volunteers, felt that the Breakfast Club's facilitation
of students taking responsibility for the community
'

Last semester, the group convened to facilitate four neighborhood service projects. They plan on meeting apin in the spring.

Students bear financial burden of education
and find out a way to figure it out, hopefully without tion. "Ithas been impressive to work with a university
that, when a national financial crisis arises, comes to
having them taking out unnecessary loans."
Assoc. News Editor
Robert Lay, dean of enrollment management, said us and asks 'What can we do for the students?"'
Students can also expect a degree of relief from
According to a recent study conducted by the that he believes that BC will be able to meet the needs
is curDelta Project on Post Secondary Education Costs, of students in financial distress and that he does not the current economic stimulus package that
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being
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affect
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Neighbors'
complaints
unwarranted

Patrick Fouhy
On Thursday, after a four-hour meeting, the Boston Redevelopment Authority
(BRA) passed Boston College's Institutional Master Plan unanimously after
agreeing to put the 150-bed dormitory on
the Brighton Campus on hold until further

review. The BRA's vote, however, marks
a major victory for the University and an
important step in beginning construction
of much needed facilities on campus.
But before the BRA tookits vote,
Brighton Neighbors United, an antiBC lobby representing a small group of
Brighton residents, once again levied a
slew of complaints against the University's
proposed expansion. And many of those
complaints were not rooted in reality:
The reality is that BC students want to
live on campus. Housing facilities on campus are good to great compared to those
at other universities, and the community
is what matters.
The reality is that BC students in
University-controlled housing don't disturb
the neighbors. Just ask BC's neighbors in
Newton, who live closer to dorms than the
Brighton residents will ever have to.
The reality is that dorms on Brighton
don't put the students squarely in the
middle of the neighborhood. One-hundred percent housing would take students
directly out of the neighborhood and
put them on BC's campus. The proposed
Brighton dorms are set back from the
neighborhood and placed at the heart of
the former Archdiocese property, away
from the residential area of the neighborhood.
The reality is that theformer archdiocese property is not the "so-called Brighton
Campus;" it is the Brighton Campus. The
fact that the Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of Boston had to sell the land is unfortunate, but if the neighbors enjoyed its use
as an open space, better BC own it than a
developerwho wouldlikely close the land
to the public.
The reality is that we're not BU, UMass,
or any other slew ofschools that the opposition likes to compare BC to. You can say
thatBU students wouldrather live off
campus all you want, or that high-density
housing works at other schools, but what
works at one place doesn't carry over to
the next, and BC is a very different University than BU or UMass. So keep your
anecdotes about other schools to yourself.
They're irrelevant.
The reality is that the Cleveland Circle
economy exists and thrives because ofBC.
Roggies, Mary Ann's, Chipolte, Presto's,
Pino's, Eagles Deli, and countless other
establishments exist because of the business BC students bring.
The reality is that the MasterPlan will
create 12,000 new jobs in a recessionary
economy. Who else is going to put that
many people to work? And with things
looking dim until at least 2010, that is
about as big of a blessing as the city can,
ask for.
;
The reality is that Lake Street will have
less foot traffic than before. Anyone that has
seen the map of the proposed dorm site
on Brighton Campus can easily refute one
ofBNU's favorite claims: the foot traffic
will increase on Lake Street. The quickest
way between the Brighton Campus and
Lower Campus will be along the proposed
spine road and not along Lake Street.
Foot trafficwill probably be lower along
the street with students no longer living
along it.

The stadiumsproposedfor Brighton can
hardly be called stadiums. BNU wouldlike
everyone to believe that we are constructing a massive facility on the scale of
Alumni stadium on the Brighton Campus.
But we're not. It's a 1,000 seat baseball
stadium, a field the local little league-will
get to use. Talk about destruction of the
neighborhood.
The reality is that BC engages the community more than any other university in
the city through student volunteer programs,
scholarships to local students, and countless
other programs. Ihave not met a single
person at this University who has not
been involved in a volunteer program.
Ask thekids at St. Columbkille's. The
school would be shuttered if it wasn't for
R-. Leahy's leadership and commitment to
the community.
Despite all the good, BNU finds a way
to paint BC in the worst way possible; .
that is simply not the case. The BRA obviously didn't think so, and most Brighton
residents don't think so. For the majority
of neighbors who get it, thank you for
supporting BC. We're glad that you can
proudly call us a neighbor. You can be
sure we'll keep doing our best to make
Brighton a better place through community involvement, volunteer programs,
and the countless other ways in which BC
engages the community.

Patrick Fouhy is a columnist for The
Heights. He welcomes comments at editor@bcheights.com
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Plan must still pass Zoning Commission, Mayor
Plan, from Al

>

campus." The task force said in
both letters that the presence of an
estimated 1,200 BC students living
in the neighborhoods surrounding
campus has had a negative effect
on the community for permanent
residents.
"We strongly believe that the
presence of students in our community is causing significant harm
to the l6ng-term sustainability
of the neighborhood," the more
recent letter said. The Task Force
urged the University to consider
placing more students in housing
on the main body of the campus.
"Our community is sacrificing
much to achieve the vital goal of
100 percent housing, and we ask
Boston College to recognize these
sacrifices and to demonstrate its
good faith and commitment to our
community by housing the remaining students on its main campus,"
the letter said.

However, the BRA voted "that crowding by putting 350 to 500
the plan for 150 dormbeds on the more students on Lower Campus.
"Today's action by the BRA
Brighton Campus will be taken ungives Boston Colder further adviselege approvalof its
ment," said a press
"The board vote
Master Plan. With
statement released
to take the 150
one proviso,
Thursday evening.
however, BC must
"The board voted, beds under
still seek approval
to take the 150
advisement, the
from the BRA bebeds under furreason we did that fore they can move
ther advisement,
the reason we did was because we didn't forward with the
individual projthat was because
issue
that
that
ects envisioned in
didn't
feel
that
we
that issue had had been adequately the master plan
document. Addibeen adequately
addressed at this
tionally, BC must
addressed at this
also seek approval
time,"
time," Shumaker
from the Zoning
said.
Commission," the
Administrators
Jessica Shumaker, BRA press release
at BC have said
BRA Spokesperson
said.
throughout the reShumaker said
visal process that
it is not practical for the University
that the individual elements must
now undergo a large project review.
to place more student dormitories
"Even though they have approval
on the main campus, a solution
they have said would lead to over- for the master plan except for the

further

feel

?

150beds, any of those projects discussed in the Master Plan have to
undergo what's called large project
review with the BRA, which means
that they need.to submit a proposal for that individual project,"
Shumaker said, "and we and the
community will review the impact
and design of each project, and it
needs board approval before they
can start building it."
"The Task Force is an advisory
body to us, and we're very thankful for the hours they've spent
meeting and going over this plan.
They're advisory, so I don't think
it's fair to rank how much we take
into consideration their comments
versus somebody else's," Shumaker
said.
In an editorial on Thursday in
The Boston Globe, Ram Rao and
Abigail Furey, co-chairs of Brighton Neighbors United, said that
the University has consistently
ignored the interests of community
residents. They specifically cited

a 2004 article in the Globe which
said that the college would not
extend "core campus functions"
to the Brighton campus. "While
the institutions are many and large
in Boston, the community in which
they exist is even greater. With the
present course, the city risks losing its neighborhoods in favor of

institutional zones."

The BRA press release said
that, over the course of the public process, there were a number
of changes made to the original
Master Plan document, which was
filed on Dec. 5. Among these were
that the University would expand
the proposed housing goal from
92 percent of undergraduates to
100 percent of students who desire
housing. This number exempts
students studying abroad or who
otherwise do not seek on-campus
University housing.
BC's plan had also originally
intended to place beds for 500
students on the Brighton campus,

which fell to 150before Thursday's
decision, with an agreement that
the other 350 beds would be put
under further study. "The board
vote to take the 150 beds under
further advisement, the reason
we did that was because we didn't
feel that that issue had been adequately addressed at this time,"
Shumaker said.
In contrast, the proposed baseball stadium and housing in 2000
Commonwealth Ave., both of which
provoked debate at the final Task
Force meeting, were approved by
the BRA. Neighborhood residents
had expressed particular concern
about the lighting on the baseball
field, as well as noise pollution and
the loss of open space.
In the approved plan is a section that requires BC "to notify appropriate individuals in
the Mayor's Office and theBoston
Redevelopment Authority prior to
anyproperty purchase of$5 million
or more in the City of Boston." \u25a0

UGBC Candidates will start campaigns this Wednesday
UGBC, from Al
working partnership should they
be elected.
Dea said that two of the most
important issues that he and
Hirs perceive on campus are
the continued effort for greater
institutional sustainability, and
increased student participation
in student-run activities. "I think
that we really need to bring that
together and if we can all work
together then we can start to
make sustainability an institutional value. Something that's
not just a buzzword, but that this
University really believes in." He
said that.an increased focus on
sustainability could have positive
economic repercussions for the
University. "One of the biggest
expenditures in the budget for BC
is energy costs, and that obviously
directly affects tuition costs," he
said. "UGBC has made a very big
commitment to sustainability to a
variety ofprograms and initiatives
this year."
Dea said a UGBC president

should be someone who is attuned to the concerns of the
student body. "Someone who has
experience and experience helps
because, while you may not have
done everything completelyright
in the past, it gives you lessons to
draw from. A leader should really
be a listener. They need to be willing to listen to people and to take
constructive criticism," he said.
Dick Sawyer and Daniel Cocks
Sawyer said that he has been
a member of the BC rugby team
since his freshman year. "Right
now I'm the manager of the, team,
so that's a big time commitment
for me," Sawyer said. Sawyer
said that though he and Cocks
do not have experience working
in the UGBC, they feel that their
outsider perspective will give
them a fresh perspective to bring
to the organization. "We have
knowledge in other areas," Sawyer
said. "Dan is my roommate, and
he's been very involved in 4Boston and CSOM Honors. Weknow
a wide variety of people and I
thinkthat's kind of an advantage,"

Sawyer said. "We've been living
an outside UGBC experience of
college, rather than just the kids
who've been doing it for two and
a half years."
Sawyer emphasizedhis experience organizing events on campus. "I'm on the Honors House
Council and we plan events for
all the Honors House students,"
he said. One of his initiatives
as UGBC president would be to
find ways for clubs to secure external funding, a source of funds
that Sawyer said is currently
unavaiable to clubs. "One of our
major initiatives, and I think this
is a big issue, is we want to help
groups and clubs get external
funding for themselves. Almost
every single club filesfor a certain
amount of money, and they almost
never get what they want."
Sawyer said that he hasknown
Cocks since freshman year, and
that they are currently roommates. "Dan is my direct roommate. We met in freshman year.
I came to school knowing a lot
of people because I went to St.

Start Your Career

John's Prep and live in Andover.
We were also in CSOM together.
Right now we're in three or four
classes together."
"I just think that students
should look for someone who is
just going to do the best job. I
think students might be able to
relate to us better just because
we haven't been in UGBC," Sawyer said. "I think the president
is in a position where he is in a
leadership role where he can just
get the word out for students and
you help them to get it done or
help them to understand why it
can't be done."
Reilly Dinius and Nick Kazimiroff
Dinius said that he has been
very involved in BC, arid that the
multiplicity of ways that exist
for students to get involved on
campus is part of what makes
BC great. "I'm pretty involved. I
think that everyone gets involved
in BC in their own ways, and
that's what makes it .[BC] really
awesome in so many different
ways," Dinius said. He served

as president of Cheverus Hall
his freshman ye'ar, was founding president of the BC chapter

of the National Residence Hall
Honorary, and has worked on
the student judicial board. He
is currently UGBC director for
student rights..
This is the committee's first
year in operation. "With starting
any new organization there's some
hassles," he said. "We set a good
foundation." Dinius said that his
work this year was mostly on the
drug and alcohol matrix, but that
he hopes the group will be able
to broaden their scope in years
to come. "It won't be limited to
something that's academic and
disciplinary. It's not just about
alcohol, but it's very young. It's
brand new."
Dinius said that it is sometimes difficult to work in the
bureaucratic structure of the
UGBC. "One of the problems,
though, is you'd think meeting
with administrators wouldbe the
problem. But in the UGBC, everybody wants a piece ofthe pie. It's

difficult trying to communicate
with the administration when
everyone is trying to communicate with the administration," he
said. Dinius said that this is not
necessarily a bad thing, but that
it can sometimes make it difficult
to accomplish goals.
Dinius said that the students
will vote for more than an individual. "It's the team of people
that the presidentbrings. You're
not voting for Reilly, you're voting
for a team ofpeople. Same thing
with Barrack Obama or JohnMcCain. There are so many talented
friends of mine and people who
aren't friends of mine who I want
to bring in to run this government.
It's a collection ofpeople working
for the right goals," he said.
He and Kazimiroffhaveknown
each other for years, Dinius said,
since the BC sendoff they both
attended. They have both worked
on the student rights committee,
Dinius said, but for the most part,
Kazimiroff has been involved in
activities outside ofBC, including
the fencing team. \u25a0

Panel discusses comic books
and graphic novels as an art
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Panel says graphic novels may encourage children to read works of literaturethey may not otherwise be exposedto.

Comics, from Al

as, Brenner said, people generally
think of comics with superhero

interest in comic books or graphic

protagonists.
Most popular among children
are comics with protagonists
like Asterix and Tin Tin, as well
as superheroes and Calvin and
Hobbes, but with the expansion
of the format, there are many
different stories open for explo-

novels,and exactly what influences
people to read them. "With the
Internet and everything, [the
world] is so visual," Escobar
said. Calvin and Hobbes and the
Sunday papers were popular
starting points for the world of
comics. "A lot of the kids Italk to
now, what gets theminto reading
now are Japanese films or video
games," said Brenner in reference to Manga, a popular genre
of Japanese comics. "I do have a
lot of teens who watch Cartoon
Network," Escobar said. "A lot
of times they'll see Anime that's
based on Manga and then they'll
start reading Manga."
Manga, Brenner explained,
is the Japanese word for comics, and anime is the word for
Japanese animation. Brenner described the perception of Manga
outside of the Japanese world.
"Manga, like comics, can be for
any age [and] any kind of story,"
Brenner said. "People think ofrobots and fantasy princesses." Just

ration. Brenner said that genders
gravitate towards different comics
at a young age, with girls reading
Manga and boys reading super-

hero books. Danner said the way
the comics are bound seems to
have an impact. "Floppy" books
are more popular than those with
a spine.

The format of comics is also
becoming a useful teaching tool.
"If [someone] has to do a research
project and they come across the
biography form of Malcom X in
comic format, it may get them a
little more jazzed," Escobar said.
Danner pointed out that there are
more non-fiction comics coming
out explaining scientific processes
and theories. Brenner added that
even if the books aren't used as

sources for citations in papers,
they can ignite interest in thesubject. "It's abook that will get you
excited about a primary source,"

Brenner said.
Then there is Shakespeare.
"One ofthe things that never made
sense to me about learning Shakespeare is that Shakespeare didn't
want people to read him," Danner
said. "It's so much closer to how
[the plays] are really supposed to
be experienced." Brenner remembered skepticism on a new Manga
version of Shakespeare's Hamlet,
but after a teenage boy picked it
up and read it her doubtsvanished.
"That was the only time I have
ever seen a teen willingly pick up
Shakespeare," Brenner said.
So, do graphic novels fit with
the rest of the literary world?
"Reading a comic is not the same
as reading a book. It requires different skills," Brenner said. "The
question is whether they succeed."
From Manga to superheroes to
Shakespeare, comics are exploring
new ways of expression. "That's
why I love comic books," Escobar
said. \u25a0
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Energy at ALC Ball holds students' attention to the end
ALC, from Al
vegetable buffet, vegetarian paella, and an assortment ofpastas.

White and dark chocolate fondue
topped it off for dessert.
Eneida Miranda, ALC programming co-director and A&S
'09, said that another improvement over last year was the new
DJ. "We really took advice from
students on who they said was a
good DJ, and this time the dance
floor was packed and no one
wanted to leave."
"The DJ this year was very
interactive with the crowd,"
Tharani said. "He
held a best dressed
"A lot
competition to add

three events will hopefully seek
out our other events and attend
them as well. Social activities are
just a part of one of ALC's goals,
and we have eight departments
working hard to put on other
educational and academic events
about issues involving women of
color, or classicism, for example.
We encourage students to attend

those also," said Young Moon,
ALC president and A&S '09.
Despite the inherent difficulty
in transporting 800 people to
a location off campus, Tharani
said that the bus loading was as
efficient as possible.
"Bus loadpeople ing went pretty
smoothly, thanks
don't realize that to the help of
ALC's mission is BCPD which sent
a few more police
not only to uplift officers," he said.
people socially but "There were not

of

some community
feel to the dance.
It helped to get the

crowdcheering for
people."

Both Miranda
many peoplepulled
politically and
and Tharani noted
out of line."
the better atmoacademically as
As the Eagle's
sphere overall, as
Nest
filled up with
well!'
students stayed for
event-goers, crowd
the entire duracontrol helped to
tion of the event.
Young Moon,
speed up the process, which took
"I was surprised
ALC President and
to see that no one
about an hour.
A&S'O9
was ready to leave
Tharani said that
early," Tharani
although the ticksaid. "Last year, we had to send ets advertised that bus loading
some busses home early because
took place from 6:45 p.m. to 7:30
people were just ready to go. But p.m., it did not actually start
this time so many people stayed
until the end of that window.
until the end."
"We couldn't have people getMiranda said that keeping
ting there much earlier [than 8
ap the energy had been one of p.m.]," he said, which is when the
their biggest goals for this year, event was scheduled to begin.
"We tried really hard to change
Because of the event's poputhe event and not have it be like larity, ticket sales have always
tjow it was last year when people been a problematic area for
Smarted leaving at 11. This year, organizers. Tharani said that the
Qie food was good, the music was goal this year was to minimize
good everyone was having fun.
the number of people in line to
The whole night was perfect," help keep the process as efficient
she said.
as possible.
"A lot of people don't realize
"We had reserved tickets for
that ALC's mission is not only to AHANA Caucus members and
culture club presidents, and all
uplift people socially but politically and academically as well. ALC members got reserved tickStudents who attend our big ets too," he said. "This helped
"

?

Organizers said that the energy at this year's event made it particularlyenjoyable, and that most of the attendees stayed until the end of the event.
to minimize crowds. The pro-

gramming staff also showed up
between 6 a.m. and 6:30 a.m. insteadof at 7 a.m., andthis.meant
that the people who were there
first were getting tickets."
The ALC Ball is one ofALC's
three biggest events, the other
two being the Boat Cruise in the
fall and the Showdown, scheduled for March 20. But "this is
one of the most highly attended

-

events," said Ricardo Salinas,
ALC vice-president and CSOM
'09.
"The ALC Ball was really
started to bring together the
AHANA community and those
who support the AHANA community and the ALC mission,"
Tharani said. "We try to keep
the event affordable and have
social events where students feel
comfortable at kind of like a
-

college prom."

Tharani said that the most rewarding part was seeing everyone
enjoying themselves and staying
until the very end of the event.
"At the event everyone could just
enjoy themselves, even those who
worked at it," he said. "People
were saying this was one of the
best ALC balls, which is good
because the event was kind of
loosing its hype

-

so

to change

it up a little bit was a good gift
for the senior class."
"The Ball gets more and more
popular each year now we're
just looking forward to the Showdown," Moon said.
Students who may have lost
items during the event should
contact staff in the Student
Programming Office (SPO) or
Tharani; however, no cell phones
or wallets were recovered. \u25a0
?

Move toward environmental friendliness is underway
Green, from Al
said that changes can be as
simple as orienting a building
in such a way that it maximizes
the sun light that filters through
Jhe windows. This simple change
Reduces the amount of electricity needed and provides a more
pleasant work environment with
Ihe absence of artificial light.
Adding a green roof atop
certain buildings should reduce
cooling costs and manage the
common flooding of lower campus. It would also encourage the
growth of the flora and fauna
~

component of the LEED sysMaking the campus more tem gives students a concept of
pedestrian friendly encourages how BC is distinct in its environmental goals and
students to exercise
and explore campus.
"No buildings raises environmental
These changes aim
concerns.
have been
BC also plans to
to yield a decrease
run energy contests
in energy and require
designed"
among residence
little of the student
halls annually to raise
body, with possible
Jack Dunn, student awareness of
benefits to student
University
the footprints they
life.
i
Spokesman
more
efficient
are leaving on the
A
environment.
college reduces opThe IMP favors a compreerating costs, which may lower
tuition or room and board, hensive approach, which focuses
Manning said. The educational on comfort and visual concerns,
as well as theenvironmental and
monetary costs that are associated with the reconstruction.
"As an educational institution,
it is great that BC has decided to
commit resources to achieve the
LEED certification and educate
at BC.

?
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Despite this, BC is still moving forward in anticipation.
Manning said that light retrofits
have begun in a
number of buildings including Gasgone son, Carney, McMaster Guinn, Campion,

"Because the

ceived approvalfor
our Institutional
Master Plan," said
University Spokes
person Jack Dunn,
inane-mail. "Because the economy
has gone south,
the Master Plan is
still going to happen but it will take

economy has

south, the

the Plex, Alumni
Plan is still going to Stadium, and the
happen but it will Commonwealth
Ave. garage.
take place over a
The college's
longer time than newest residence
110 St. Thomhas been expected" hall,
as Moore, commonly referred to
Deirdre Manning, as "The Gate," is
place over a longer
already 80 percent
time than has been
Director of
energy efficient.
expected," ManSustainability
New combusning said.
tion controls will
"No buildings
have been designed," Dunn be added to the central heating plants this spring to reduce
said.
-

?

carbon and other greenhouse
gas emissions, Manning said.
One building has already been
registered on Brighton campus
and its plans have received a
silver rating from the LEED
program.

The enacting of the IMP
hopes to continue these "green"
changes that are redefining BC.
With these changes BC will be
able to catch up or surpass Tufts
University, Harvard University,
and other well-known schools
that are also making strides in
environmental sustainability.
Manning anticipates changes

by the fifth and 10th year reunions of current students. "BC
will be a totally different place.
It will be great to see how fax
we have come and how greaMf
a place this will be," Manning
said. \u25a0

Lecture looks past the surface of beauty
Luisa Navarro

For The Heights

IB

its students about their impact
on the earth," Manning said.
BC is unsure ofwhen this plan
will be put into action, however. BC
has "not yet re-

I

i

Classes start on
February 8,2009 for the CM AT
and February 3,2009 for the GRE
Sponsored by Boston College Continuing EducationProgram_

.

On Wednesday in Bapst Library, John J. Michalczyk, a
professor in the fine arts department, introduced a lecture
titled "Beauty: Skin Deep?" In
addition to complementing the
Bapst art exhibit of the same
name, the lecture explored the
meaning ofbeauty to individuals
who had survived life-threatening burns.
The lecture honored the work
of painter Doug Auld. photographer Steve Lobel, and studio
artist Erin Donaldson, who have
worked to redefine what beauty
means through their personal
visions.
The lecture began with a
video of Alan Breslau, who had
been burned in a plan crash in
which seven people were killed.
Although he survived the accident, Breslau would never be
the same. "I don't feel the same,
nor do I look the same," Breslau
said.
In 1968, after surviving the
commercial airline crash, Breslau
founded the Phoenix Society,
a support system for burned
survivors comprised of 10,000
members. The support system
assists members who have been
burned to deal with self-image
issues that may arise from thencondition. The society promotes

"inner beauty," maintaining that
although victims may feel damaged exteriorly, they still have
inner beauty. They are normal
people who have suffered and
are guided by a support network
in order to understand this inner
beauty.

Auld, a painter whose work
was displayed in the exhibit, has
helped burned victims to see the
inner beauty the Phoenix Society
has stressed in a new light.
Auld, a New York City resident
and witness to the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, sought adolescent
burn victims who suffered from
emotional distress resulting from
their physical condition,-a process that was not easy. "Burned
survivors are not easily accessible," Auld said. "They tend not to
come out during the day because
they hide themselves."
Auld decided he was interested in painting these individuals
in order to illustrate their central
beauty. Auld said that it is important to overcome the initial
emotions one feels when meeting
someone with such a disability.
Auld recounted the first time
he encountered a burned victim.
"She was melted, and it appeared
as if a q-tip had been drawn for
a nose. All I could do was stare,"
he said.
During his speech, Lobel described the effecthis passion has
had on him. "The project found

me. There was so much serendipity connected with the work,"

Lobel said. Lobel expressed his
interest in finding the beauty in
people. "I love the human face
and all its configurations."
Lobel stressed the importance
for society to see these individuals as they are. "Unfortunately,
our society makes these individuals feel rejected because of
disfigurement."
A major theme during the
lecture was how society today
stresses the importance of image
and how this becomes a dilemma
when viewing individuals who
have suffered due to alterations
in their personal reflections.
"You go up to a newsstand
and see 30 magazines dedicated
to the perfect skin and hair.
Models can't even live up to
those images of beauty," Lobel
said. "It's amazing how they find
the inner fortitude to overcome

this and keep reliving."
Utilizing his photography
skills, Lobel said that he was
able to portray the inner fortitude and other qualities of his
subjects. One of the ways he
employed his photography skills
to help capture the beauty on the
inside was by focusing in on the
eyes of the individual, showing
a more intimate image of the
individual.
Lobel also said that many
of the burn victims expressed
a deep gratitude for his work.
After showing the burn victims
their own photographs, many
responded by saying, "You captured my soul, thank you," Lobel
said.
Lobel concluded by saying
that in spite of the fact that these
individuals' lives have changed
so tragically, it is important to
see that "beauty is really skin
deep."

\u25a0

Eatin g Disorder Treatment

For the most effectivetreatment and highest staff-to-client ratio in New
England, informed clinicians refer their clients to Laurel Hill Inn. We
provide extensive programming in a highly structured and supervised
non-institutional therapeutic setting. Evening, day, residential, and aftercare
programs in West Medford and West Somerville. Call Linda at
781 393-0559 or visit our web site at www.laurelhillinn.com.
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"An election is nothing more than the advanced auction of stolen goods.
?Ambrose Bierce

beds unreasonable

THE ISSUE: BRA wants further review on Brighton bed plan
WHAT WE THINK: Plan will cpntinue involvement in neighborhood
Last Thursday, theBoston Redevelopment
Authority (BRA) voted to send Boston College's
InstitutionalMaster Plan (MP) on to the Boston
Zoning Commission, a major victory in the
progress ofthe University's planned expansion

into Brighton.
A proviso that will send the 150beds planned
for Brighton campus back to BC for further
study, though, is troublesome.Despite efforts to
explainotherwise, our neighbors are convinced
that a move to house 100 percent of students in
University-controlledhousing yes, on Brighton
campus wouldbe detrimental to their quality
oflife.
However, Brighton Neighbors United (BNU),
an organization committedto the preservation
ofBrighton's residential character, continues to
lobby againstBC's desire to house students on the
Brighton campus. The BNU hopes to preserve the
land, previously ownedby theBoston Archdiocese, as green space open for public use (in a letter
to the Allston-BrightonTbb, one neighbor called
the land an "oasis"). <
Neighbors protest thepresence ofBC students
in their midst, and at the same time call to "preserve the neighborhood." Preservation, though, .
wouldmean continuing to allowhundreds ofBC
students to occupy residences inthe Brighton
community, which neighbors claim are unkempt,
noisy, andhouse students with disciplinary problems, turning the neighborhood into a veritable
student slum.
BC officials have already emphasized the fact
that adding density to the Chestnut Hill campus
is not a possibility. Lower campus already houses
4,700 students on 40 acres, while Newton campus, also 40 acres, houses only 875. The BC community takes pride in its Gothic architecture and
suburban campus; attempts to house 100 percent
ofstudents between the Chestnut Hill, Upper, and
Newton campuses would transformthe BC skyline
from the "CrownedHilltop" into an unsightly,
-

-

overcrowdedmess.
The obvious solution to the density issue on
Lower campus is expansion onto the Brighton
campus. Students would be pulled out ofthe
neighborhood andinto theformer Boston Archdiocese land, into residence halls monitoredby
resident assistants around the clock.
HousingBC students on the Brighton property can onry serve to improve the quality oflife in
the Allston-Brighton community, itwill likely face
no more noise andharassment than those neighbors whose homes surroundthe Newton campus,
where few complaints about studentbehavior are
recorded.
Rather than constantly throwingroadblocks in
the path ofBC's planned expansion, theAllstonBrighton community should take pride in their

collegiate neighbor and seek to help it become
one ofthebest universities in the country (in
fact, two ofthe pillars of the IMP strive to make
BC both a leader in liberal arts education among
American universities and the world's leading
Catholic University and theological center).
Though at times, college kids will be college
ldds, BC students, faculty and staff do more for
their neighbors than one might suppose after listening to Allston-Brighton community members'
complaints about the University,
The PULSE program seeks to educate
students about social injustice by placing them
at organizations concerned with marginalized
populations and social change. Many of these 54
placements are in the Allston-Brighton community.

The Allston Brighton / Boston College Community Rind gives out a twice-yearly$3,000
program grant and bi-yearly $25,000 beautification grant in an effortto supportprograms and
servicesthat are available to the people ofAllston
and Brighton.
BC's partnership with St Columbkilleallows
the flnancialry troubledschool to continue offering a Catholic, parish-basededucation for children in the Allston-Brighton community, many
ofthe school's students attend theinstitution on
scholarshipsprovidedby BC.
Children in the Allston-Brighton community
are provided with tutoring and SAT prep by the
community relations departmentat BC, and
student athletes donate time annuallyto the
Franciscan Hospital for Children.
BC holds anti-drug and alcohol summits for
youths throughout the city, and the University
offers free admittance to its libraries and art exhibits, offering neighbors intellectualand cultural
experiences they are not likeh/ to find in other
nearby communities.
Students themselves make contributionsto
the community; some of those living offcampus
have even formed an Off Campus Committee,
which performs acts ofservice forresidents ofthe
Allston-Brighton community.
BC has been and will continue to be a valuable
member ofthe community, and it is currently
seeking to better itselfby housing 100 percent
of its students in University-controlled housing. Moving students to the Brighton campus
can only improve the quality oflife for students
currently renting off-campusproperties, and for
the Brighton residents who surround them.And
the fact that BC students will stillreside in the
community shouldbe a point ofpride. In University-controlledhousing, students' supposed
disruptiveness can only be replaced by more of
the contributions the University has been making
to the Allston-Brighton community foryears.

Reconsider true solitude
THE ISSUE: Digital age leads to a fear of being alone
WHAT WE THINK: Self-appropriation is essential to life in community
This editorial was written with the
intention that it will be read in a quiet room
by an attentive reader who has neither ear
phones in his or her ears, nor the three-inch
screen of a Blackberry or cell phone before
his or her eyes.
We all know how easy it is to become
a cWrhpulsive Facebook user, an obsessive
e-mail checker. We skip from song to song
while listening to an iPod, sometimes listening to no one song for no more than a minute
before moving to the next, and then another
after that. When our textbooks are onour
computers, and teachers assign work on
Blackboard, who can resist the Sirens' song
ofdigg.com?
Yet, throughout time, thinkers and
philosophers, men and women of solitude
and society, have tried to delineate just what
it means to be an individual person. They
reacted to the increased urbanization of the
18th and 19th centuries the threat ofbeing
lost in the huddled masses was too much for
them to bear. Twentieth-century writers took
the same subject and applied it to the suburban flight. Now, our contemporary authors
are struggling to understand solitude in a
digital age. Unlimited text messaging, social
networks, and blogs see to it that we are able
to trick ourselves into feeling connected to
others even when noone is around. This is
the type of idle chatter that Pascal lamented,
the type of distraction that actively prevents
us from contemplating our mortality.
Every new technology seems to engender
a fresh generation of Luddites there were
riots in the streets, according to anecdotes,
when clocks were installed in English villages.
This abomination meant thatall do-gooders
would have to be "early to bed and early to
rise."
You may retort, though, that to be social
-

-

The

is to be human; that this axiom is the foun-

BitYNNE LhT., Managing Editor

Contributors: Blair Thill,

Amanda Huang

At Boston College, women make up slightly more than
halfof the undergraduate population. Despite this, only
five out of 20 elected UGBC Senators are women. In our
positions as co-directors of UGBC Women's Issues, we
often come into contact with women who are unhappy with
things at the University, especially the position of women
and our interests.
Fortunately, many women have become involved in
organizations and have become student leaders, but the
Senate remains a bastion in which women's voices are not
heard. In order to ensure that women's issues, which are
human issues, are fully recognized and given consideration
at Bostoh College, the Senate must be home to more women
andbe a source of fair representation to our issues.

Thus, we invite and encourage any and all women who
are passionate and dedicated to change at the University
to run for UGBC Senate. In fostering female participation
in student government, perhaps we can help our generation
achieve true equality and fair representation in federal,
state, and local government. The first mandatory meeting
for those interested in running for the Senate is Monday,
Jan. 9 at 7 p.m. in Merkert 130.

Alicia Johnson
AS3S '11
Rachel Lamorte

AdS'7o
Directors

of Women's Issues,

UGBC

Unreasonable mail room operation has easy fix in students
Every once in a while things just go beyond comprehension. Like a plane ticket that costs more from Boston
to New York than it does from Boston to LAX. Or why
banks think it's acceptable to pay large sums of taxpayer
money to peoplewith big desks who sat back and watched
the market tank just like everyone else this year (so much
for performance pay). And why it takes a package twice
as long to go from the BC mailroom to my mailbox as
it takes for that same package to go from Minnesota to
Chestnut Hill.
Usually we just shake our heads and wonder, or we
let Andy Rooney go on an old-man tirade on 60 Minutes
for us. But when the problem is easily solved, it's usually
eitherbecause ofbureaucracy or just sheer stupidity. Now,
UPS has managed to figure out that they get a lot more
packages from Thanksgiving through Dec. 25 each year,
an average of 15 million a day, and so they bring in massive crews of up to 60,000 seasonal employees to handle
the high volume.
On this campus, if a package were delivered to you

sociability.

Boston College has the expressed
mission ofbuilding men and women for
others, and students and professors alike
should think about what this means in a
digital world. We may live in a global village,
but we still have neighbors whose houses
abut ours; while we may be able to phone
someone around the world as quickly as we
walk across the classroom, we must retain the
ability to engage in real discourse with those
aroundus. This is not an end to be achieved
but an active process that involves always
more closely relating to ourselves and others
in substantial, un-technological ways.
What students in the Academy should
be encouraged to do is not reject technology
off-hand it is part of the world as we live
in it, and as a tool, it may serve some good
but instead to question continually how
technology fits into our lives and our relations with others.

today, you wouldn't see it until Thursday. According to
one raailroom employee, "We get 2,000 packages (mostly
books) a day, and we can only process 1,100 a day, you
do the math." That's what I was told this Saturday when
I tried to pick up a package that was delivered on Friday
at 9:45 a.m., according to usps.com. >
When there are hundreds of students looking to make
some extra cash for the weekends, how hard is it to bring
in a staffof 10 "seasonal" student employees to helpkeep
the mail delivery reasonable?In my package is only a typewriter, nothing time sensitive or dreadfully important; but
what about the books that everyone needs for that 9 a.m.
quiz in Spanish or for their chemistry homework?
Now, I've never met anything but smiles and help at
that window down the cramped, low- ceilinged hall behind
Eagles Nest,but I'm sure there's someone sitting at a desk
in charge that can do the math.
Peter Snajczuk
A&S '09

Marketplace article confuses facts on microfinance
In response to Kara Kaminski's article written in the Jan. 29
edition ofTkeHeights entitled "Politically Speaking: The Patriarchy
ofMicroflnance:"
I am glad that Kara Kaminski wrote a thought provoking
and critical article about the role of microfinance in women's
empowerment.
However, at therisk ofusing a
Ibelieve thatshe threw the
baby out withthebathwater. Microfinance will not single-handedly
solve global poverty, nor will it remedy gender-based inequalities.
These complex transformations must take place in our universities, our families, our workplaces, our governments, and our faith
communities in both the global North and South. This will not
happen without great costs to those who enjoy lives ofprivilege
both here and abroad.
Many of the issues the author raises are legitimate - there is
no denying thepotential for domestic violence and misinformation
about who controls a family's financial resources. However, most
research does not support the claim that microfinance institutions
(MFIs) have caused an increase in these gender-basedinequalities.
In fact, studies carried out by the Consultative Group to Assist the
Poor (CGAP) have reported increasing decision making roles of
women clients, and a decreased occurrence ofviolence and physical
abuse within thehome.
The Women's Empowerment Program in Nepal recorded 68
percent of its members were making decisions regarding property transactions, education for their children, and negotiating
children's marriages in 2003. This is not the exception, as similar
results havebeen reported in the Philippines, Bolivia, Ghana, and
Bangladesh, among others. The author is right to question the
methods ofmeasuring success in the microfinance industry. Most
MFIs report repayment rates, which are frequently upwards of 05
-

percent, proving the ability

ofthe poor to repay loans. However,
lookingat repayment aloneis inadequatebecause it does not show
thesocial impact of microcreditservices.
Many MFls are trying to change this by using social outcome
studies. The MicroLoan Foundation, which provides services in
Malawi, reported that 67 percent of their clients have increased
spending on education and a 92 percent of clients have increased
spending on healthcare in 2007. Furthermore, 78 percent ofthese
women say that their households nolonger sufferfromfood shortages, and 87 percent say they are more able to look after their dependants, who almost ajways include familymembers sufferingfrom
or orphaned because ofHIV/AIDS. The article stated, "the system
is geared toward repayment statistics and profit." The author seems
to be confusing high interest rates with high profit.
Most microfinance institutions are non-profit organizations,
and the high interest rates charged to clients pay overhead and
operating costs, not profits to shareholders. Microfinance is not
a panacea and cannot be implemented as if it, in isolation, will
bring developing countries out of their economic, political, and
social struggles. However, there is much reason for hope because
of the positive feedback and results from female clients of these
organizations, lb find out more aboutmicrofinance, join the newly
formed Boston College Microfinance Initiative this Wednesday,
Feb. 4at 4:30 p.m. in Gasson 206 as we host our first panel discussion featuring experts from microfinance institutions such as the
MicroLoan Foundation, ACCION, the Grameen Foundation, and
Opportunity International. The event is sponsored by Americans
forInformed Democracy. Any questions can be directedtoLauren
at galinskl@bc.edu.

Lauren Galinsky
A&S '09

READERS NOTE:

-

-

The Independent Student Newspaper ofBoston College
Established 1919
Ai.kxi Cm, Editor-in-Chief
Pociiim, General Manager

Women must represent selves and run for campus government

dationof classical and modern polities alike.
This is true; however, we must understand
ourselves as individuals before we can effectively engage a group. Individuality precedes
the 'whole,' and we are only able to cultivate
this through the practice of solitude, an
activity that allows us to be in concert with
both ourselves and with the Divine, Selfexamination and critical reflection are the
bulwarks of understanding our own individuality.
Furthermore, our desire to exist as part
of a group inherent in humans is founded
on authentic sociability and not ephemeral
exchanges. It demands substantial interaction informed by our own self-awareness.
However, new digital technology has paradoxically made it impossible for our generation to either practice solitude or veritable
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OPINIONS

Supporting the sweat of their labor Powerless
Thumbs
Parallels
Up

Early Semester Weekends
Boston College students
readily enjoy Thanksgiving
in January feasts, mustachio
bashios, and sock hops
on Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday nights during the
early period the semester.
However, this trend will soon
be replaced by kids physically
strapping themselves to tables
in Bapst and then complaining
about it on their Facebook
statuses. Enjoy the semester
before themidterm crush
destroys your will to continue
-

existing.

Australian Open Professors
concerned about blearyeyed students in class should
blame the Australian Open.
This international sporting
event has disrupted sleep
schedules for the past two
weeks. Additionally, it has
encouraged amateurs to clog
the Plex by renting tennis
racquets and grunting like the
professionals.
-

Career Center TU/TD, as
the omniscient third-person
narrator of campus life,
understands that the Career
Center was a bit miffed by the
recent Thumbs Down given
to the Internship Fair. This
public kudos is for nothing
in particular. The Career
Center exists and they provide
innumerable services everyday.
-

BRA On Thursday, the BRA
passed BC's Institutional
MasterPlan with a small ?
proviso. After the news broke,
neighbors held revelers at
bay with yellow signs while
students angrily nay-sayed
from the public sidewalk.
-

Nail-biters According to
the U.S. Surgeon General,
college basketball has been
shown to create the potential
for heart failure in both lab
animals and humans {Editor's
Note: the U.S. government
was unwilling to confirm this
statement). With a huge BC
basketball win over Virginia
Tech on Saturday, a Kansas
State OT victory at Texas, and
last week's Duke/Wake Forest
game, the potential for drama
exists from the tip-off to the
final buzzer. Go to the last few
BC home games before you
miss your chance for the year.
-

Hayley Trahan-Liptak

Would you support a company
connected with the murders of factory
union leaders or a corporation that
knowingly purchased the fruits of dangerous child labor?
If you've purchased anything manufactured by Coca-Cola in the past 70
years you already have.
Would you wear the products of a
company that buys clothes from factories that routinely bully, torment, and
sexually harass workers in sweatshops
halfway around the world? Own anything from Nike and you already have.
Would you frequent a store that buys
its goods from a factory that has been
found to take the passports of its workers, prohibit them from leaving, and
equip their dormitories with bare steel
cots and no water or heat? Buy from
Victoria Secret and you already have.
Going to the store,buying the
product you so desperately need, and
returning home seems like an innocent
activity, but in reality your purchase
may have just bought you into a cycle
of exploitation, violence, and poverty.
As we strive to find products that fit
our budgets, companies are forced to
meet our demands by searching for less
expensive materials and cheaper labor.
Both of those commodities are found
in foreign countries where workers do
not posses the same rights as Americans, and labor restrictions are weak
if they exist at all. In such areas, many
people are willing to work for low wages
simply to have a job; yet, they are consistently subjected to poor sanitation
or unreasonable heat. When production
slows down or workers make mistakes,
they are often beaten or bullied.
Nike has followed this forced labor
scenario for decades. According to the
BBC, over 30 percent of Indonesian
plant workers reported being bullied
or sexually harassed while working at
factories for the Nike brand. Although
Nike has admitted to these practices
and has cooperated with investigators
over the past several years, the labor
violations still persist. Yet Nike continues as one of the foremost athletic
apparel manufacturers, and many of the
individuals who are aware of the human
rights violations are unwilling to trade
their favorite pair of sneakers in for a

Billy Mays

-

Billy Mays blows

out television speakers on a

regular basis. But wait, there's
more. It is neither Mays'
megaphone-voice nor his
seemingly painted-on beard
that warrant this Thumbs
Down. It is the fact that
Mays will join the legion of
degenerates and unemployed
superstars by taping his very
own reality show in the fall.
One can only imagine that
this program will not be the
"easy way to fix, fill, and seal"
American entertainment. That
is the job of Mighty Puddy.
Ski Passes Upon consulting
the spectrum ofridiculous
trends, it appears as though
keeping ski passes on your
North Face jacket after a trip
exists right in front of flat
brim baseball caps and right
behind abbreviating the word
'totally.' Wait, I see on your
jacket flap that you went to
Killington over break. I take
this criticism back let's trade
awesome stories about the
slopes and talk about how we
could definitely go telemarking
if we hadn't sprainedour ankle
last year.
-

-

new model.
Many companies and manufacturers
sponsor large publicity campaigns to
cover up their human rights violations
or count on the public's need for thenproduct. Companies such as Wal-Mart
expect people to depend upon their low
prices and look the other way in the

face of their foreign sweatshops.
And look the other way we do. Despite large publicity campaigns by organizations such as "Killer Coke," which
splatters stories of Coca-Cola's alleged
violations, many people are unwilling
to give up the drink they depend on for
their daily sugar fix. According to Amnesty International, the largest labor
union in Columbia has recently received
death threats directed at union leaders
in one of Coca-Cola's bottling plant.
Several years ago, several union
leaders at the same bottling plant were
murdered while on the job, a crime the
magazine Dollars & Sense found to be
immediately proceeded by drastic cuts
in the wages at the bottling plants. Human Rights Watch has discovered that
Coca-Cola routinely buys sugar cane
from plantations where over a third of
the laborers are children wielding dangerous machetes.
Here in America, we are used to
labor unions and police, courts where
we can address our grievances, and a
media that will accurately represent the
truth if justice is denied. We hold,our

rights dearly and claim that we believe
all people are equal regardless of their

nationality.
If an American company carried out
the same abuse of employees, the facts
would be plastered over the media. But
for a foreign company, we ignore the
violations and instead gobble up the
products.
After years of violating the rights
of workers, companies are still making
record profits by paying their workers wages that barely meet the cost of
living. Are we simply oblivious to the
rights of people around the world? Do
we not care, or do we just not want to
know? With an intelligent and active

populace it is unacceptable to remain
ignorant to this plight.
We cannot continue to champion human rights when we deny such dignity
to the people who make the products we
consume; doing so is hypocritical and
unacceptable.
Next time you buy a "Pink" BC
sweatshirt, lace up your sneakers, or
take a swig of soda, ask yourself if such
comforts are worth the appalling conditions offactories in Jordan, Columbia,
or Vietnam. Your purchase supports
them.

Hayley Trahan-Liptak is a Heights staff
columnist. She welcomes comments at
htrahan-liptak@bcheights.com.

When reality is a last resort
can withstand the turmoil or one that is
even growing. Reality television is definitely one of those sectors and may soon
be America's most abundant export, if it

Adam

Thumbs
Down

Matt Hamilton

Feeney

Given the current state of the
economy and the fact that the news each
day seems to present us with financial
and employment figures that are worse
than previously thought, it is undeniable
that finding a job for those of us who are
graduating will be a difficult task.
Therefore, one in search of employment will need to utilize alumni and any
other network one can conjure up and
be doggedly persistent throughout the
whole process. I was reminded in an article that half of college graduates return
home with no job and that, for many, it
takes up to six months to find employment. In this economy, it is predicted
that three months will be added to that
post-commencement search. One piece
ofvague advice I received that is neither
that helpful nor comforting is the fact
that I need to be more "creative" in my
job search.
Well, not knowing what that means, I
decided to ditch the typical cover letter
and resume shindig altogether and join
reality television. With the economy
as a whole contracting, and certain
sectors faring worse than others, it is important to be employed in a sector that
...

AWKWARD MOOSE

isn't already.
Reality television has greatly expanded from the days of its infancy to
cover several niches and levels of staged
reality. VHI, which went from being a
channel thataired music videos to a
channel that pretended to show music
videos has become Celebreality, where
shows such as Flavor of Love produce so
many spin-offs that it is hard to keep
track of where their origins lie much
like some derivatives markets and the
chopping of mortgages.
The production of such programs is
cheap relative to sitcoms and the more
serious weekly hour-long series. Also,
demand for reality television is high,
probably due to college students and
children who are left to be raised by the
glowing tube so mommy and daddy can
keep up with the Kardashians.
Given these basic economics, I think
the market is ripe for my debut as a
participant in the reality game. I would
not be the first Boston College alumnus
to partake in such an adventure (big
ups to Elizabeth Hasselback of Survivor
fame), giving me hope that I could turn
the short-lived reality trip into a stable
place in pop culture where Ifight Rosie
O'Donnell and her conspiracy theories.
The qualifications for some shows
may require me to be obese, a business maverick, beautiful, or a horribly
maladjusted human being; however,
-

there are many other shows that require
nothing more (including talent and/or an
interesting personality) than leaving all
shame outside the gates of the faux-T\iscan Southern California mansion that
will be home during production. If the
show gives me housing and food, I would
say that is a good start to my post-collegiate life; the option for dental would
be fantastic too.
One could argue (and by one, I mean
me) that reality and "reality" are converging into one amalgamation of absurd
existence. The New York Times and other
major news outlets have been chronicling
the obtuse decadence of leaders (for lack
of a more accurate word) in the banking,
world who reward themselves for failing
at their task.
Luxurious corporate jets and expensive office makeovers sound like a
grown-up version oiMy Super Sweet
Sixteen. Spoiled, entitled, and clueless
they are, but the birthday girl or boy (or
banking exec.) always gets that tricked
out Mercedes/Audi/LandRover in the
end even though most lack the capacity to drive.
Maybe MTV was producing a prolific,
clandestine commentary on the financial
world. Either way, I think I found my industry of focus. If reality stardom is not
my fate, at least I could become a writer
for The Hills.
-

Adam Feeney is a Heights staff columnist. He welcomes comments at afeeney®
bcheights.com.
(

Jeff Ling

What do monologuing vaginas and
furtively hung crucifixes have in common? Power and the exercise thereof.
Faculty are upset that certain Jesuits and
administrators utilized the winter break
to redecorate classrooms with the image
of dying Jesus. Orthodox Catholic students are once again protesting the performance of the Vagina Monologues along
with the theology department's possible
sponsorship. For the former, Catholicism has transgressed the intellectual
freedom and independence of university
classrooms. For the latter, Eve Ensler's
play is inconsistent with Catholicity. For
all sides, there is confusion about what
it means to impose versus expose the
tenets of the University's espoused faith.
First, let's pause. What is the crucifix?
Foremost, it is a work of art, a symbol,
portraying the state-sponsored execution of Jesus of Nazareth by Pontius
Pilate two thousand years ago. Christiansbelieve that following his death,
Jesus fully resurrected into heaven, but
the event of the cross is one movement
of that Passion, the endpoint of Jesus'
human life. Yes, the crucifix is a symbol
of the Christian religion itself, but its
meaning has wide application, approaching universality in its exposition of a fatal
misuse ofpower.

To understand and appreciate the
cross, one could view it as a reminder of
the causes precipitating the crucifixion:
how collectives can be swayed to murder
an innocent man, how government leaders expedite justice for a cheap peace,
how social shame can be transitory and
fleeting, to take even the minimal, secular viewpoint.
The same holds true for The Vagina
Monologues. The Observer claims that
the play's "core" problematic aspects
include "the objectification of women,
the glorifying of lewd sexual acts, and the
diminishing of the seriousness of cases
of sexual assault." Just as The Observer
does not view the cross at face value so,
too, should it not shallowly misread the
Monologues. Objectionable indeed are the
events portrayed in Eve Ensler's play, and
all the more so because they take place
every day. Here on this campus, how
many women have been raped? Sexually
abused? Denigrated by a student or a
professor because of gender? How many

female professors have felt victimized by
their superiors? How many women have
experienced the degradation ofinferiority? The play makes us attentive to the
causes of gender discrimination and
abuse through showcasing the "lewd"
and violent reality experienced by many
women.
My peers at The Observer elevatethe
suffering and horror of the body in the
form of the crucifix while protesting and

denying the suffering and horror of the
body presentedin The Vagina Monologues. The shock ofboth is obvious, but
the crucifix and the Monologues transform what is violent and offensive into an
occasion ofredemption, not by imposing
but by exposing, exploring, and inviting
reflection in light of experience. I'm not
drawing a direct comparison but instead
see a common value in both "forms of
art" as holy, pedagogic, real, and disturbing. Both bring us to "the foot of the
cross," to a confrontation with something
real in society and history, a violence
with which we must grapple.
The faculty protesting the placement
of the crucifixes in their classrooms
must clarify whether they are protesting the process or the crucifix itself; are
the selected professors miffed by the
undemocratic imposition or the object
symbolizing a belief system to which each
does not subscribe? One suspects the
primary motivation for protest is in the
power struggle yet another instance of
aciministrative-faculty conflict partially
caused by the absence of democratic
-

-

faculty governance.
The Observer must abandon the role
ofbeing a doctrinal watchdog, for their
knee-jerk opposition to peers' artistic
performance evinces an ignorance ofreality and reeks of a desire for a faith that
controls rather than aids and inspires

human flourishing.
And so, the disgust of the faculty at
the administration mirrors the disgust
held by The Observer at the Vagina Monologues. The actions of the administrators
ordering the hanging of the crosses parallel the opposition of The Observer since
each was a botched opportunity: both
can no longer creatively and effectively
preach because of their operating out of
a desire to control.

Matt Hamilton is a Heights staff columnist. He welcomes comments at mhamilton@bcheights.com.
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Simply

being one
of the boys

Bromantic?
Isn't

Tue Tran
One of the best memories ofmy
freshman year was when I was up until
3 in the morning with a bunch of guys
watching Family Guy. We ate Reggie's
burgers and just chilled. I was able to
relax and not think about how I looked
or how many calories my cheeseburger
and fries contained. It was the first
time I felt like "one of the boys."
While it may sound insignificant to
most guys, it is a very different experience for me because most, if not all,
ofmy best friends are girls. I went to
an all-boys Jesuit high school, so you
would think that I'd be more familiar
with such connections. But when I was
15,1 thought teen-aged males were
barbaric, so I desired more than what
I thought those friendships offered.
Maybe at that age, girls are more
civilized.
But when I reentered the world
of co-education, I ended up choosing the route that I was more used to:
shopping and romantic comedies. So
I never really let my male friendships
develop into what they could have
become, made apparent by Boston
College students in bromances.
Having a male roommate last year
and now living in a 9-man suite, I've
gotten more comfortable just hanging
with the boys, playing Smash Bros.,
watching a movie, and working out
together. We've had our fair share of
deep, intellectual conversations, as
well as your below-the-belt jabs. Pep
talks about romantic relationships
occur
it's always great to hear what
guys say about relationships and compare them to what girls say.
There's also a bluntness to the
truth when we discuss issues, but there
aren't usually hurt feelings, at least
not for too long. In fact, having two
direct roommates this year has made
me learn to be a little less passive-aggressive and a lot more upfront about
what I want.
There's hardly any gossiping and
drama (though not all my friendships
with girls have those elements either).
It's an {indescribable reason why guys
are drawn to each other. It doesn't
matter what TV show is on or what
music is being played. Maybe my other
friendships are higher maintenance
my father told me that I was high
maintenance when I was in the 4th
grade. But my friendships with guys

it

-

-

seem more chill.
So with the new knowledge of the
male group social structure I've gained

through my 1.5 years in college, I also
had decided that Ineeded more male
friends something you don't hear
everyday from a male.
Luckily, some fellow male Heights
editors wandered my way when I was
thinking about this, and being my new
assertive self it was my new year's
resolution I decided that we would
-

-

-

be male BFF's.
We discussed things we could do
together that are masculine and came
up with activities such as arm wrestling and drinking protein shakes.
Ialso hear that males like to crush
beer cans with their heads,but I'm
still hesitant about doing that. After
learning about bromances that already
exist, we needed to put ours on the fast
track because I don't want to miss any
opportunity to make a crude joke or go
on man-dates.
Even though I don't know or play
sports, and I'd much rather see a
romantic comedy than an action film, I
find the male-male friendship invaluable because of the silent respect it offers This doesn't mean my friendships
with females or that female-female
relationships are lesser, though.
While I'll continue to laugh and
cry at movies with my girls, I'm also
enjoying my time in my 9-man suite
and look forward to the world of new
friendships where roles of what is masculine and what is feminine don't exist.
Tue Tran is theFeatures Editorfor The
Heights. He welcomes comments at

By Meghan Michael

Heights Editor

When

Tom Sharkey, A&S
'10, arrived at freshman orientation three
summers ago, he didn't
know anyone. He thought he would
meet some new people, perhaps make
a few friends he never expected he
would find such a strong, instant connection that would evolve into a lasting
relationship.
"It was love at first sight," Sharkey
says.

Shrugging, Ryan Boudreau, A&S
'10, agrees. "It had to be. We had to
spend four days together at orientation, and we were the only two guys in
our group."

Boudreau and Sharkey, both heterosexual males with girlfriends, have
been involved in a close, exclusive
friendship for the past two and half
years, a relationship that they say is
incomparable to typical friendships.
"We use the term 'guy love' to describe it. We like to think of ourselves
as a Turk and JD [from the TV show
Scrubs]," Ryan says. Tom corrects him,
"More JD and JD actually."
This type of platonic relationship
between two males, popularly known
as a 'bromance,' has become increasingly prevalent in the media, acting
as a centerpiece in TV shows such as
Scrubs and Flight of the Conchords and
movies such as Superbad. Newspapers
and magazines dedicate articles to
the exploration of the 'man-date,' the

'man crush' and the rise ofbromance.
The MTV reality TV show with Brody
Jenner even uses the catchword 'Bromance' as its title.
A combination of the words "brother" and "romance," the term bromance
was first coined in the 1990'sby Dave
Carnie, editor of the American skateboarding magazine Big Brother. Originally referring to skaters who spent a
great deal of time together, the term
has since broadened to include all
close, non-sexual friendships between
two males.
A true bromance runs deeper than
thisbasic definition, however, explains
Frank Forde, A&S '10. Forde, who
openly admits to being in a bromance
with JohnBertolon, A&S '10, since they
became roommates freshman year, says

the two know each other very well and
are completely comfortable when they
are together. "It's beyond friendship
it's like being brothers. It's like best
friends forever, but a man version."
These types offriendships are becoming more common, says Peter Nardi, a sociologist at Pitzer College who
specializes in male friendships. Nardi
explains in the Columbia Reporter that
men are increasingly comfortable in
developing such friendships and being
open about thembecause it has become
more acceptable for them to show emotion. Men are now more secure in how
other people perceive their sexuality,
and the idea of a nonsexual attraction
between guys has even become fash-

See Bromance, B3

Eagle Dates
Interested in going on a date? The Heights will match you with a fellow Boston College student
and give you $35 to go on a date. We will then print your thoughts on your experience. Modeled
after "Date Lab" in the Washington Post, Eagle Dates is bringing back the date. Please e-mail Tue
at trants@bcheights.com with the subject "Eagle Dates," and a link to the survey will be sent
back ASAP. Look out for the Facebook group as well.

trants@bcheights.com.

INSIDE FEATURES

THIS ISSUE

World Record

Learn from fellow students studying abroad. This week read about experiences in Ireland.
B6

Humor Column
College Connections

B2
B2

Monday, February 2, 2009

The Heights

2

HUMOR

OUTSIDE THE BUBBLE

Some reflections on bygone days of college
skip work because you'd rather sleep in.
And while you're at it, kiss goodbye
to the days of showing up in sweatpants.
You're expected to look professional and
put-together every single day. Trust me,
I'm definitely guilty of calling it in to the
fashion department and showing up to

Kim Bodson
Those who say that college is the best
four years of your life are not pontificating. There are definite pros to being career
academics, not the least of which being
our selfish, hedonistic lifestyle. As I, my
fellow columnists, and a number of my
friends can attest to, the real world is not
without its perks, but there are definitely
some drawbacks to having to finally become an adult. Thus, I give you:
Reasons why we, the graduating class \u25a0
of 2008, miss college:
There are no snow days in the real
world. If there's two to four inches, you're
still expected to grab your snow boots and
make that commute.
You have to get used to waking up at
6:30. Worse still, you have to get used to
going to bed before 11 p.m. Not only that,
It becomes a habit, nay necessity, and
you're not considered a loser for doing so.
You're most likely looking at the end of
going out on weeknights. You can't show
up in the real worldhung-over. You can't

class in a hoodie to hide my greasy hair,
but this particular style is frowned upon in
the real world.
You're expected to wear pants. On a
regular basis, no less.
You're expected to do your job and do
it well. All. Day. Long. Think back to the
last time you did anything for eight hours
straight. It's exhausting! But in the real
world, you can't lose your focus, can't
take a 30-minute break to watch Rock of
Love Tour Bus, and you definitely can't say,
"Screw this, let's go down to Cityside."
Deadlinesbegin to matter. If you
aren't prepared for class, the worst that
happens is you look like a fool in front of
your professor. If you aren't prepared for
a meeting, you could lose a client, lose a
chance to work on future projects, lose a
promotion, or lose your job.
You're going to be intimidated by your
boss, even if you don't expect to. Also,
you're going to be surrounded by people
who are smarter than you, and people who
can do your job better, more efficiently,

He

and for less money than you. Try thinking
offive reasons why your job shouldn't be
outsourced to India. If you can't, chances
are the higher ups can't either.
You're probably not going to be working a glamorous job(Sorry, Katherine, we
can't all work at Google). In all likeliness,
your first foray into the professional world
will probably be a glorified, slightly better
paid internship. You'll be making copies,
filing, going for coffee runs, and trying to
learn as much about your company and
your industry as you possibly can. We
can't all be Nico Riley right out the gate,
but if you do what's expected of you effectively and efficiently, you'll move up.
There's no time to do the little things.
You're probably working eight hours a
day, nine or 10 with your commute, and by
the time you get home, you're completely
wiped. How do people find time to do
laundry, get haircuts, go grocery shopping,
pay parking tickets, do craft projeots, or
catch up on their TiVo?
You're no longer going to be constantly
surrounded by people. Gone are the days
when you can wander down the hall to see
what someone else is up to when you're
bored. There will be nobody around to
play Wii tennis with when you'd rather
not write that paper, nobody to run down
the hall to when you need the definition of

life

Over 'The

"kerfuffle," and nobody to help settle the
debate of whether your roommate's pink
Uggs are the ugliest thing ever created by
mankind (proud member of team YES).
When it comes down to it, the real world
can be a rather lonely place.
There is a lot less going on. On any
given weekend at Boston College, you
probably have the choice between a number of activities, be it going to a basketball
game, an Asinine show, a Chorale concert,
a play at the Bonn, a birthday party for
that guy from your bio class, or any ofthe
numerousbars the great city ofBoston has
to offer. In the real world, you have a very
select group of friends and probably not
a lot of places to go. Your social options
become extremely limited.
That said, the real world can be an
awesome place. I have a 401K1 And health
insurance! My responsibilities are generally bearable while my freedom is endless.
I can be anything I want to so long as
someone is willing to hire me. The choices
you make now at BC really will shape how
the next few years of your life will pan out.
So for now, just buck up because know it's
going to be a bumpy ride.

For example, my current roommate and
Ihave been friends since freshman year
and have lived in beautiful harmony for
two years. There are exceptions to every
rule, but are you willing to sacrifice a
friendship over being the exception?
So after all of these blanket statements about the don'ts offriendship,
I think it's time to offeryou the ultimate do. At the risk of sounding like a
motivational speaker or worse, your
mother the only remedy I've found to
combatfalse friendship in my four years
is honesty. I don't mean telling your
roommate her jeans are too tight or he'
uses too muchhair gel; I mean being
honest about who you are. Too many
people rim aroundin college being who
they think other people want them to be.
Too many people think people-pleasing
is their ticket to endless friendship. But I
ask you this: How can you expect anyone
to truly become your friend if they don't
even know who you are? You are doing
yourself a disservice to expect anything
less than fakeness. Hence, if there's anything you take away from this stream-ofconsciousness rant on relationships in
college, it's a call to figure out who you
are before you look outward for satisfaction.
Blair Thill is a staff columnist for The
Heights. She welcomes comments at
thillb@bcheights.com.

Madeline Rodriguez is a staff columnist for The Heights. She
welcomes

Kim Bodson, BC '08, is a staff columnist
for The Heights. She welcomes comments
at kbodson@gmail.com.
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Said

I have afriend who gossips so much. Even when we're just hanging out, she'll start
talking about otherpeople. While I used to love drama, I'm so over it now. What
should Ido about this "friendship" that can seem really toxic at times?
Spotted with Gossip Girl
?

Elyse Says:

Gossip is a bad thing a natural thing -but a bad thing. I feel that as
humans, in our incessant questfor knowledge, we continually speculate to fill
in voids of information, lb overcome this automatic process, one must truly
buckle down and actually realize how and what they are thinking about. I
commend you for your movement away from the gossip culture, but it seems
you are not quite out of the woods yet, so let's see if I can shed some light on
-

I'd be shocked if your friend wasn't talking smack about you behind your
back. Someone who gossips incessantly usually doesn'thave any filter anybody and anything is fair game. So, as a first warning, I'd watch your words
around her and think twice before confiding in her about your boyfriend or
-

family problems.
While you may have once enjoyed the dramathat your friend dishes out,
you've obviously decided that there's more to life than talking about who's still
the situation.
So you have a friend that is still stuck in therealm of hearsay, but you have a virgin and how much money so-and-so's dad makes. Congratulations, and
since moved on with your life. What do you do? Dump the friend? Attempt
welcome to reality.
Your friend, however, is not ready to make that big jump from passing notes
a conversion? Personally, I don't really know. So this, like many of my other
ideas, will be an experiment. Krst. let's trv the path of idealism and see if we about someone in high school algebra class to behaving like a normal, comcan't get her to play ball in a more mature court.
passionate human being. Don't get me wrong, we
I would try to gently maneuver the conversayour life has changed, that might include all slip up once in a while. But, from what you've
tion out of that of gossip and move it toward,
yourfriends. I know it is unfortunate, but you described, your friend's gossiping seems to be the
I don't know, Boston College athletics. If that
norm rather than the exception.
fails, then I would try speaking to her about should be with people that make you happy."
So, whatto do? It's simplereally; ignore her
her problem. Say that you have moved on and
and start a new conversation every time she starts
-Dave, on growingpains
her obsession with other peoples business is
gossiping. People gossip because they like to get
unhealthy and unattractive. If this fails, then more severe alternatives might reactions and love that everyone is paying attention to what they're saying. If
be necessary.
they stop hearing, "oh my God," or "You're kidding me," suddenly, talking junk
You might have to cut your friend off. Stopspending time with her. If your isn't so fun anymore. The same goes for a negative reaction...if you yell and
life has changed, that might include your friends. I know it is unfortunate, scream at your friend, your "overreaction" is likely to just become the subject
but you should be with people that make you happy, not people that can't get of her next gossip session. Your friend is acting like a little kid, so treat her like
overrumors.
one...and just like a child does, your friend will move on to something new once
Analyze the situation and make a choice. Either way, move on.
she's not getting the attention that she wants.

"If

,

Dave GivUr is a staff columnist for The Heights. He welcomes comments at givler@
bcheights.com.

Elyse Lyons is a senior staff columnistfor The Heights. She welcomes comments at
whitec@bcheights.com.

»&He Said/She Said" welcomes questions for future columns as well as comments about this week's
| responses. All printed questions remain anonymous. Send any comments to Tue at trant§@bcheights.
COLLEGE CONNECTIONS

Make newfriends but keep (some of) the old
Blair Thill
When my good friend, Features Editor Tue Tran, recruited me to be one of
the writers of this column, I was up to
the task I am, after all, a senior. My
almostfour years at Boston College have
afforded me everything there is to know
aboutcollege life, right? I accepted the
column with a sort of smugness, thinking
such conceited thoughts as "Who else
would Tue turn to?" Then reality set in.
What do I know about college life? Who
am I to think I know anything there is to
know about getting through these four
years, let alone everything? The inner
turmoil was endless. Then I realized two
things. One, no one is going to expect me
to give them all the answers in the first
place I am a columnist for The Heights,
not a life coach. And two, all I can do
is impart the small particles of wisdom
that I have picked up. And so I collected
my thoughts about the things that I have
experienced and figured I'd start with
one of the heavier topics I could cover:
friendship.
Warning to all freshmen: If you are
working under the misapprehension that,
-

-

by senior year, your group of friends is
going to be exactly the same as it is now,
prepare yourself for a rude awakening.
It seems that everyoneTknow here has
undergone a major shift in their friend
group at some point, usually sometime
during sophomore year. I don't have
the science of sophomore year exactly
pinpointed, but if I were to hypothesize,
it seems that when two people have even
miniscule differences, their relationship
has an expiration date of about a year.
There is only so long that people can
look past the little things for the greater
good of the group.
A sophomore friend of mine and I
talked on the steps of St. Ignatius Church
one very chilly day discussing this phenomenon. The stories that were hashed
out between the two of us sounded
shockingly similar despite being two
years apart. They involved people changing, people showing their true colors, and
people breaking the trust put in them.
So let's put this into a hypothetical
situation. Say your girl Suzie is notorious among your group of friends for
getting a little sloppy ona Friday night,
freshman year it was funny heck she
provided some great stories for you
to share with your friends from home.
Sophomore year rolls around, and
-

your relationship enters a new level
when you share the same eight-man

in

Walsh. Suddenly, what used to be funny

becomes an annoyance when she cannot
keep herself quiet while entering the
room the night before your big interview.
What used to be a quirky habit ofpass-

bathroom floor becomes a
hindrance when nature is calling after a
beer pong tournament at 3 a.m.
I have often thought that these kinds
of happenings were unique to the species of girl, but apparently guys have
the same problems, and the differences
between two buddies of any gender only
gets worse when you factor in the sharing of a living space. If there's anything
that the situation with Suzie has taught
us, it's that anecdotes become a lot
less hilarious when you are living with
someone. It may be hard to accept the
fact that you can't live, with your "BFF,"
but trust a senior's advice when I tell you
that, looking back at the experiences
people I know have been through, it will
be worse for your friendship if you do live
together. Some people are not compatible roommates, and that's ok.
One of my friends turned to me the
other day after almostfour years of
friendship and said, "Blair, thank God
you and I never lived together. We may
not still be friends otherwise." I couldn't
agree with her more. Much like a husband and wife after a year or marriage,
rooming with someone means never
being able to escape another person's
flaws. Some friendships can withstand it.
ing out on the

MadelineRodriguez

It may be a little late to still
be talking about this subject, but
I thought I would use my first
column of the semester to share
something personal with you all:
my official resolution for the year
2009.1 figured it neededto be an
important one, seeing as how very
soon someone will hand me a piece
of paper with pretty calligraphy
on it that is supposedto somehow
prove I am adequately prepared for
this thing they call the real world
(to my dismay, I recently found
out that this "real world" does not
involve a hot tub, seven strangers,
and four months free rent in an
awesome city). Yes, 2009 is going
to be a big year, and that is why
I, MadeleineKristine Rodriguez,
am going to start making'some big
changes. This is the year that I will
officially stop watching The Hills.
For those ofyou who are
wondering what I am even talking about, The Hills is a TV show
about a girl named Lauren Conrad
and her life in sunny Los Angeles.
Every episode, Lauren begins with
a narration that leads us to believe
something incredibly groundbreaking or earth-shattering is
about to happen to her or one of
the people MTV has hired to be
her friends. After 30 minutes, people say "like" and "whatever" so
many times while rolling their eyes
that you are fooled into believing
something has actually happened.
This cycle has repeated for four
seasons. Four seasons. Even worse,
something called an "Audrina" just
announced that a fifth season was
on the way.
This brings me back to my
resolution. Ifthis madness is going
to continue, I need to face facts
and just stop. Usually, it's pretty
impossible for me to stop watching a show; I'm an extremely loyal
viewer and getting me to quit on
a program is harder than sticking the straw in a Capri Sun on
your first try. At the beginning of
this year, though, I gave myself a
good look in the mirror and asked,
"What has The Hills done for me
lately?" (Thank you, Ms. Jackson).
The answer: nothing. In fact, I
can now say this with confidence
Lauren Conrad, you bring no joy
to my life. No joy. If I were a crazy
lady shopping at the joy store, you
would be that funky colored top
that everyone tries on because
they want something in a new and
exciting color but then realize
makes them look terrible, shapeless, and tacky. So now that it's
been tried on a million times it's
stretched out, possibly damaged,
and full.of deodorantstains and
banished to a clearance rack until
one day someone justbuys it for
a dollar and uses it to paint thenhouse. Phew. End of metaphor.
STILL NO JOY.
So yeah, it's over. This is the
year. I'm sick of watching people
with no jobs and no common sense
date people who also 1 don'thave
jobs and have even less common
sense. I'm sick of Natasha Bedingfield still telling me to "feel
the rain on my skin." I'm sick of
watching people get paid to do
nothing but sit in the California
sun after I totally just ate it thanks
to the block of ice I stepped on
coming homefrom the library.
Mostly, though, I'm just sick of
Heidi and Spencer (if you don't
know who they are, congratulations despite everything you
have done in college, your dignity
is intact). Goodbye Hills. I pray
that one day MTV will actually
start playing music videos in your
time slot. Until then, my roommates will plan ways to restrain me
when season five kicks off. As they
keep reminding me, .my friends will
probably be a lot more judgmental
in law school.

SheS

Dave Says:

Hills'

-

-

-

-

comments at rodriguez@bcheigkts.com.
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Students experience anxiety due to exams
they hope to."
So, if a little anxiety is to
be expected and can even at
times be helpful, why do some
students' ner,ves affect their
exam performance more than

others?

Perhaps some of it has to do
with the structure of classes.
Classes that rely heavily upon
a student's performance on two
or three exams to determine
the final grade cause a lot of
anxiety to develop as exams

approach. Murphy explains
that in her pre-med classes,
much of her final grade depends on a few tests. "It's becomea self-perpetuating thing

that once

you screw up a test,

it's really hard to get back to
it," she says.
Murphy, however, does not
experience the same level of
anxiety for her non-science
classes. "In the other classes,
I go in knowing I can do it. But
in the science classes, I've just
persuadedmyself that I can't,"
she says. So there must be more
to test anxiety than the number
of tests in a class.
Multiple things can trigger

By

Andrea Bonvicino

For The Heights

A&S '11,
dreads taking exams. "I sit
down and get focused on an
exam, but as soon as 1 see a
problem I don't know, I get
nervous and just assume that
I don't know anything," MurClaire Murphy,

phy says.
She probably knows the
content on her exams because

she paid attention in class,
did her homework, read the

chapters, and did the practice
problems. However, Murphy,

like so many otherBoston College students, cannot help but
get extremely nervous during
her exam. Murphy's reaction
to tests is a reaction known as
test anxiety.

A little anxiety before an
exam is normal. Professor Ann

Barry of the communication

think clearly. And, of course,
they know this ahead of time,
so they worry more."
Test anxiety can

manifest
itself in the form of misreading
questions, forgetting mate-

rial that was studied, fidgeting
constantly, being easily distracted and/or daydreaming.
These symptoms all culminate
in creating a situation that
does not allow the student to
perform his or her best.
Some students may not even
experience the worst of their
anxiety during the exam. Many

find that trying

to

determine

how they performed on an
exam creates the greatest anxiety, after the testing period is
over. This, of course, causes the
student to have severe anxiety
when they receive their exams
back. It can even make it difficult for the student to go over

his

or her

mistakes.

So how can students control
their test anxiety? The most
common answer is prepare as
best as possible for the exams.

Most professors advise the use
different studying techniques;
this allows the content being
studied to implant itself in the
test anxiety. Common causes
tend to be inadequatepreparamind. When reading the chaption for exams or focus on prior ters, focus on the titles and
department explains why tests errors. Perfectionism can allow subtitles of the chapters. Make
cause such unease. "Tfests are for the rapid development of outlines of the information or
take notes while reading, too.
opportunities to show what test anxiety as well.
Asking for help from profesBarry explains that emoyou know and to get a good
tions also play a role in how sors may be another alternagrade that will give you a better GPA and put you in a better students react to taking tests. tive. "They want you to succeed. Ask for study tips a week
position to get the job or the "Some students feel emotionfurther graduate education ally overwhelmed by the test before the test," Barry says.
But what about those stuthat you want," Barry says. situation, and for these stu"So everyone is at least a little dents, the experience can be dents like Murphy who already
concerned that the questions close to terrifying," Barry says. work hard to prepare and still
experience severe symptoms of
will be the ones they expect "They are, in effect, emotionand that they will achieve what ally high-jacked and can't test anxiety?

The day of the exam, students need to mentally prepare
themselves. Murphy rims before an exam. She then listens
to music on the way to the
"I basically try to do
anything to keep my mind off
the fact that I am taking an
exam that day," Murphy says.
Getting a good night's sleep
and a good breakfast the day
of the exam is also important
in making sure your mind is
working cbrrectly. Exercise,
laughter, and even just being
outside can help students remain calm.
Then, go into the exam with
a positive attitude. Remember
that mistakes happen. Whatever happens during the exam,
try to stay relaxed. When negative thoughts come to mind,
stop and think of the positive.
Focus on the questions and
answers that are known, and
don't dwell on the ones that
seem tricky. After the exam,
unwind by doing something
nice, like throwing in a movie
or enjoying a dessert.
When exams are given back,
look it over and try to figure
out the right answers. Go to
the professor or the teaching
assistant and ask for help.
Test anxiety can be a difficult thing to deal with, but
help is plentiful. Professors and
TA's may be able to help, but if
they can't, the Connor's Family Learning Center also offers
services to guide students to
better test-taking habits. As
Barry advises, "Ifyou have test
anxiety, take it on as apersonal
challenge to overcome, and get
some help. The worst thing you
can do about it is nothing." \u25a0
exam,

Procrastination from work typical in college students
By Leslie-Ann
For The Heights

Fletcher

only necessary to write something once.

test or writing a paper. If it's
not Facebook, it's probably

YouTube. But instead, they
Heidi Francis, CSOM '11, is sit in front of their computers
sometimes simply not in the and add the group, "sitting on
mood to do what she has to facebook when should be doing
do. Even if putting things off something productive with our
will result in a lot more stress lives." Is there a way to fix this
later, she can't get herself to procrastination?
take the first steps to completFrancis believes that proing her work. Francis knows crastination is inevitable but
this and tells herselfthat she's can have a different effect on
going to study or work on padifferent people. For those who
pers, but it gets later and later, procrastinate routinely, they
Francis enjoys her leisure time become used to rushing to comand ends up doing nothing plete their work. If a person is
productive.
really good at writing papers,
Procrastination is a college then it won't matter if he or she
student's middle name. With does it the day before or a week
the schedules that the typical in advance, time for editing not
student has, it is understandable withstanding. Some people are
why so many wait until the last better at memorizing if they
minute. Although not everyone study right before an exam,
procrastinates consistently, a but others don't have as good a
lot of students are familiar with short-term memory.
And sometimes, due to proincessantly changing theirFacebook statuses while working on a crastination, the caliber of the
paper. So why is it so common? work becomes irrelevant, and
And do the consequences outthe goal is just to complete it.
weigh the good? Shouldstudents "It might be sh?y quality, but
change their habits? Is change it gets done," Francis says.
Ultimately, FVancis does like
even possible?
Students know all too well having more time to prepare
about checking Facebook or for papers or tests, but somefrequent phone calls and AIM times she still ends up being
chats before studying for a unproductive. She believes that

Even with knowing what the

consequences are, Lucien keeps
procrastinating. "I've always
done it. I like the chase," she
says. Lucien gets a feeling of satisfaction when completing work
in a short amount of time.
Lucien believes that planning

ahead

or telling

oneself that

something is due earlier than it
really is will help students conquer theirtendency to procrastinate. After rushing to complete
an assignment or paper for an
earlier due date, there is more
time, which can be used to edit
the work.
She says that only some can
overcome

procrastination is something
that people naturally do unless
they have someone constantly
checking their work,
Clara Lucien, A&S '11, has

one main reason why she procrastinates. It is because she
feels like she has so much time
and that she functions better
working under the pressure of

time.

But there is an obvious problem. "Sometimes you're not
able to get everything done,"
Lucien says. She thinks that
cramming for tests is something
a person shouldn't do because
there is a difference between
preparing for tests and writing
papers. With tests, ample time
is necessary to retain information, whereas for a paper, it's

their desire to pro-

crastinate. It is something that
a person has to really want to
do and commit him or herself
to, but those who function better underpressure willprobably
never stop. She does not feel
procrastination is inevitable.
She thinks procrastination
means different things for dif-

ferent people.
John Sinclair, CSOM '10, also
a self-admitted procrastinator, says he does it because he
doesn't want to do what he has
to do. He likes to do entertaining

things before getting to boring
things, Also, if he's not in the
mood, he won't complete his
work as best he can. To him, it
only sometimes matters whether
or not a person procrastinates.
Just like Lueien, Sinclair believes that It all depends on the
situation. He also thinks that
if procrastination is something
that a person does on a regular
basis, it's something that is hard
to stop and is really an internal

decision.
Sinclair believes that procrastination can cause more
stress if there are a lot of things
to complete all at once. He
also thinks that some people
have a fear that they won't do
things well, so they keep pushing them back until necessary.
Some people lack confidence

and therefore use that as an
internalexcuseto procrastinate.
Sometimes it's a subconscious
decision, and the reason why

people procrastinate is not ap'parent. Sinclair says in order
to overcome procr®jf>Mation
caused by a lack of confidence,
a person has to overcome his or

her fears and insecurities.
So can a person stop procrastinating? Of course, but it all
depends on the individual. \u25a0

Bromances differ from other friendships
Bromance, from Bl

"Probably the only semi-masculinesounding thing in that whole story,"

ionable, according to The Boston
Globe, "Intimacy, understanding,
and admiration in male friendships
are no longer cultural taboos," says
Globe writer Matthew Gilbert.
Forde says that while he has
other friendships, he is able to
be himself with Bertolon. "I tell
John things that I wouldn't talk
about with any other guys. I'm not
afraid of how I act and sound with
him we just get each other. We
complement each other well, too,
He's more of an extrovertedperson,
while I'm more introverted, more of
a thinking-planningkind ofperson.
He completes me," he says, with a

he says.
"That was the cap on a wonder-

ful, wonderful day," Sharkey says.
The two say they are completely
comfortable being seen together in
public and don't care what people
think about them. Such 'man-dates'
are becoming increasingly acceptable, even if men may not refer to

them as such.
Chip Triebwasserand Daley Gruen, both A&S '11, say they went on a

-

'man date' as recently as Friday, "We
went to the science museum together

last night, It was beautiful. Everyone
else who was there was on a date or

sheepish grin.

Bertolon, who is currently spending the semester abroad in Spain,
says that their bromance is difficult
to put into words. "It's kind of hard
to describe, We're always on the
same wavelength and thinking the
same things. It's a kind of inexplicable connection we tend to think
the same things, and we can predict
what the other one is going to do
before it even happens. We know
each other so well," he says. "It's
the type of connection people don't
realize exists."
Sharkey and Boudreau arc equally unabashed in confessing the depth
-

The ribaldous duo Scrubs characters Turk and JD epitomize the "bromance."
of their friendship. "I feel more
comfortable with him than Ido with
almost anyone else," Sharkey says.
Boudreau nods thoughtfully. "Same,
actually," he admits.
"The way I differentiate it from
normal guy relationships, or even
relationships in general, is it's a very
non-superficial bond," Sharkey says.
Boudreau continues the thought.
"I know everything I need to know
about Tom. It's a safe place the
nest of trust, if you will," lie says with
a joking smile.
-

The two spend most of their free
time together and freely admit to
going on the types of one-on-one
outings that most reserve for their
girlfriend or significant other.
"Oh dude. Do we go on man
dates," Boudreau says laughingly.
He and Tom describe a day-long
excursion they went on last year during which they walked the freedom
trail, got ice cream, walked along
the beach, watched the sunset in
Boston Commons, then caught a
movie
Forgetting Sarah Marshall.
-

as a threesome, and Chip and I were
on our own little date. We thought
it was very funny," Gruen says with
a laugh. "We end up doing things
together we don't necessarily call
it a man date, though."
Fondly known by friends as
"Chip and Dale," the two met at
orientation and are nowroommates
their sophomore year..They plan
to continue to live together and
open an environmentally-related
-

business.
Though they definitely define
their relationship as a bromance,
they have a larger group of friends
as well and welcome them on their
outings.

"We encourage others to come,"

Triebwassersays. "To show what we
can offer," Gruen finishes.
While some say women can
interfere with male friendships, the
two insist that they support each
other's romantic efforts, even if that
means canceling their plans.
"1 would definitely want him to
pursue a girl first, above anything,"
Gruen says, Triebwasser echoes his
sentiment, "Definitely, yeah. I would
make him cancel our plans I'd be
pissed if you came out with me," he
-

says to

Gruen,

Forde

says that while having a
girlfriend might cut down on the time
he and Bertolon get to spend together,

it doesn't change their friendship.
"I think it hasn't changed because
John gets along so well with Maria,
so the three of us can hang out," he
says. "Like me, Maria and John go out
to dinner a lot of times, and it's not
awkward at all it feels like I have two
girlfriends," Forde says with a laugh.
A romantic relationship cannever
act as an adequate substitute for a
bromance either, explains Boudreau.
"Our bromance Is easier than our
romantic relationships," he says. "It's
easierbecause there are no demands,"
Sharkey says, nodding. "It's also similar psychology, too. It's a safe place I
don'thave to wonder, how would a girl
thinkabout this? We understand each
-

-

other," Boudreau says.

"Bromance satisfies every need
that a girlfriend can't," Bertolon
says.

Bromance also can't be compared
with the friendships women develop,
Forde says. "I feel like it's more of a
strong connection that two guys have
together than two girls have. Ifeellike
it's a stronger bond like nothing
will get between you. Not grudges,
stupid crap or girls and stuff. No
-

offense to girls I like girls, they're
cool," he says.
While bromances may differ, they
all seem to have one thing in common: they each feel that their special
bond is unique and unrivaled. "I feel
like bromances aren't aware of other
bromances like, we feel that no one
can have anything like what we have,"
-

-

Forde says.
Sharkey feels the same way about
his friendship with Boudreau. "Other
bromances don't compare," he
says.

Sharkey and Boudreau plan to
continue to share an apartment
after graduation, when they will
attend law school and medical
school, respectively. Sharkey says
that their relationship "is what I
imagine a couple of50 years experience." Ryan hastily adds, jokingly,
"But I mean, we don't have kids or
anything."

\u25a0
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Coordinator creates weekend fun on the heights

,

while, she knew the job had her name on
it. Blumenstock held this position for two
yeais when the Student Programs Office
created the job of weekend programming
administrator, her current job at BC.
"It is really great to be able to see the
programs being carried out from start to
finish," she says, when asked about the rewards of her job. Other aspects that make
Blumenstock love her jobinclude the ability to work with students and get to know
them in different contexts, whether they
are planning events at a council meeting
or just having a conversation, as when she
went on theTexas Coast Service Trip this
past winter break.
Weekend programming administration, however, is no stroll in the park.
The main issue that Blumenstock runs
into in her line of work is space. "Because
Boston College has no campus center, we
don'thave an automatic place of our own
to hold these events," she says. The good
news is that a campus center is included
in BC's Institutional Master Plan; for
now, though, Nights
on the Heights
will just have
to make do with
what venues they
have, namely the
O'Connell House
and the Rat.
Another challenge of Blumenstock's job is getting
people to actually
come to the events.
"Part of it is a culture change," she
says. "People aren't

By

Ellen Willemin

For The Heights
Have you ever played a spontaneous
game of mini-golf at a temporary course
outside of Lower Dining Hall? How about
being drawn to Upper Campus by a swiveling spotlight signaling the arrival of laser
tag? If the answer to either of these questions is yes, then you should thank Sharon
Blumenstock, the woman responsible for
all this fun.
Blumenstock is theWeekend Programming Administrator here at Boston
College. She is a person who helps this
school run like a well-oiled machine, but
few people even know that her job exists;

(her position was created last summer) is
a double-edged sword. While it is difficult
to reach students, aggressive publicizing
of the events can help combat this problem. Blumenstock notes that she enjoys
having a "clean slate" to work on, as no
one has ever had this type of position at
BC before.
Blumenstock's challenging and exciting
job consists of daily activities that make
up the process of planning, publicizing,
and carrying out the Nights on the Heights
programs. She even gives up some of her
FViday and Saturday nights to attend

these events. In addition to researching new event ideas and evaluating past
ones, one of the biggest parts of her job is
meeting with students. When first asked

what her day-to-day activities cdnsist of,
she automatically replied, "There is no
typical day!"
One may wonder how Nights on the
Heights is coming up with so many great
ideas this year, including laser tag, mini
golf, and the hugely successful ice skating

in Conte Forum. Infact, the ideas for these
events come from students themselves.
"It is really rewarding to see students get
excited about their ideas for these events
and then actually have the ability to carry

them out," Blumenstock says'.
And you don't need to be on any special
board to get your ideas out there; students
can e-mail Sharon (sharon.blumenstock.l@bc.edu, or nights@bc.edu) with
ideas or come to the student programming
council meeting every other Wednesday
night in 21 Campanella Way, suite 250.
Still don't know what to do next
weekend? A complete list can be found
at www.bc.edu/nights, where one can also
subscribe to weekly e-mails about the
programming for that weekend. Or, if you
check Facebook more often than e-mail,
you can join the "Nights on the Heights
(NOTH)" group.
As long as BC has Blumenstock as the
weekend programming administrator, each
night is bound to be filled with fun events
for the students. \u25a0

Providence Alliance for Catholic Teachers

after all, weekend programming is a very
specific field. So how did she get started
in it?
Blumenstock want to college at
Brandeis University and is currently
working on her Masters here at BC. As
an undergraduate, she was an orientation leader and worked in theadmissions
office. After some soul searching (law
school was another post-college option)
and conversations with people already in
the field of student affairs, she decided
that the area of higher education would
be right for her.
So when the position of student programs assistant opened up at BC, where
she had "really wanted to work" for a
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Cork,
World Ireland
finest. Sometimes, it's a cry of "I
love Americans!" or the eager question, "Did you vote for Obama?" Usually,
a pleasant conversation ensues; a lot of
Irish people have been to America or have
tiJr
c a 1 relatives there, so they are interested in
what state we're from. Many know a lot
fleece or
about our culture, which became appara rain-resisent when a group of us American students
tant shell, there's no
placed only third in an American trivia
way to hide your identity. Ironically, in a
country where it seems to rain just about quiz in a pub, competing against Irish
students (we were just happy to win a
every day, the only students wearing
rain jackets are we, the style-challenged prize).
Before coming abroad, I would not
Americans. This may not seem sighave considered myself very patriotic. I
nificant; but the jacket may inspire comlike living in America, sure, and I enjoy
ments in the street ("Nice jackets,girls!"),
snide remarks at pubs ("Did you all get the rights of an American, but I had
grown a little cynical about many things.
your jackets at the same store?"), or even
living in another country for a
After
you
as
a simple good-natured shout-out
walk to school ("AMERICAN!"). One month, however, my perception was a
bouncer checking IDs at a pub inquired little different. It was a really proud
what part of America we were from, based moment for American students watchon our rain attire, and then ing the presidential inauguration on the
told us matter-of-factly, news and also noticing how many Irish
people admire and are following our new
"You all look the same."
This persecution is odd president especially when I'm not sure
and amusing, but it does I could name more than one Irish politician. Kids our age want to talk about
serve to drive home a very
him with us; to quote my Irish roommate
new feeling: that of being a foreigner, unable to while watching the inauguration, "Obama
blend in easily. Along with is so smooth! He's so class! He's such a
that all-too-memorable legend!... Hekinda looks like Mr. Potato
freshman feeling, with no Head, don't he?" I didn't agree with the
friends, navigating around last part, but I felt his excitement. I felt
the excitement so much so, actually,
an unfamiliar campus, is
the self-consciousness of that I felt the need to defend my great
nation while in line for fast food later
one who does not belong.
This is a new feeling but that night; I may or may not have gotten
into a heated altercation with an Irish
not an unpleasantone; I've
come to enjoy the game of lad who insulted Obama. After all, it
was American food we were waiting for,
seeing how Irish kids react
at a fine establishment called Hillbilly's,
to realizing they've come
with a fried chicken recipe straight from
across American students.
One of these reactions was a "humble farmhouse kitchen deep in the
a group chant on a street
heart ofthe American South." Americanization never tasted so good.
corner of "JERRY! JERBut the flip side of acutely realizing
RY! JERRY," a tribute to
my nationality is the ever-surprising,
American television at its
r

By

Trish Daly

Heights Senior Staff
What is theeasiest way to identify an
American student at an Irish university in
January? Not by their face or their build;
not by the volume of their voice or their
accent; not even by the way they hold up
the line in the dining hall, trying to distinguish one or two-euro coins from 20-cent
ones, finally just handing over a 50-euro
bill. No, it's something so übiouitous in
Boston that you would never think twice
about it: the North Face jacket. It doesn't
even have to be an actual North Face, really; if you are wearing some sort ofprac-

House

Heights Editor

As soon as my mother handed
me a bouquet of flowers after my
final high school ballet recital this
past June, reality set in. As the
prospect of college was quickly
encroaching on my conscience, I
wondered if I had tied the ribbons
on my pointe shoes for the very
last time. The feeling left a dull
burning sensation in the pit of my
stomach, akin to the pain that was
brewing in my swollen feet. Was
this how it was going to end?
At that time, everything I
knew about Boston College was
related to academics. I could rattle off the mid-range SAT scores,
the exact number of students
coming from Massachusetts in the
class of 2011, and the break down
of the core curriculum. I could tell
anyone who listened that I wanted
to be an English major, to study
abroad, and to possibly minor
in psychology. What I couldn't
answer were the constant queries:
"So, are you planning on keeping
up your dancing next year?"
The truth was I had no idea
how that was going to happen.
Sure, I had seen the rough and
tumble sports games play out
many times on the television,but
I had heard close to nothing about
any dance groups. The entire
summer I worried that the dance
programs that I did know about
(via stalking the BC Web site)
wouldn't have a place for someone
who had been trained in ballet for
13 years.
I told myself I had wasted my
time studying the equivalent of

-

occasional English words. My classes
reference Irish folklore and language,
and part of the requirement for my Intro
to Archaeology class includes field trips
around the country. When I leave the
city, I see miles of fields, and castles, and
ruins; and the view at the Cliffs of Moher
or the Rock of Cashel is reason enough
to travel to Ireland. And yes, it rains a
lot, but that only makes it lovelier when
the sun comes out and 10 times more
enjoyable to walk through the city on a
beautiful afternoon.
And I find myself settling in very
comfortably with the some general Irish
customs. Five, 10minutes late to class?No
problem. I'm learning positive adjectives
like "grand," "sound," and "class," and
appropriate use of the word "cheers." I
appreciate the friendly conversation; just
last night I met an Irish kid who was at a
Boston College football game last fall. And
the main advice they gave us at the international student orientation was a general

I'm a Ballet Dancer
By Kristen

piece of wisdom that I could really get on
board with: "Don't worry everything will
work out just fine." (This advice followed

increasingly appreciated revelation that
I'm really in Ireland. As I get more acclimatized to living here, even familiar
activities still remind me of where I am:
I'll turn on the TV to see that I've landed
on an Irish-speaking channel, with only

the Latin of dancing. Ballet was a
dead dance. So what if all other
forms of dance had it as their
root? No one was going to be
whipping out uptight buns and
dress-code leotards. Why hadn't
I studied something cooler like
jazz or contemporary? Why had I
decided to give up modern at the
young and naive age of 10? I was
doomed. Watching the variety and
adaptability of So You Think You
Can Dance contestants during lazy
summer nights just egged my fears
on. Ballet was featured only once
on this show and was as out of
place as the awkward whoops and
hollers from the audience during
the dance's duration.
On student activities day, I was
in a panic. I passed by countless
tables brimming with food and
other free giveaways. I had heard
so many different pieces of advice
that I wasn't sure what to do.
Some said to sign up for every activity I possibly could at the fair,
so I could pick and choose what I
wanted to do later, but I cringed
at the thought of the thousands
of listserv e-mails that I would
receive. I decided to go a choosier
route, and it paid off. Once I saw
the bright Dance Organization of
Boston College's tablewith pictures of last year's show, I felt immediately at home. Signing up for
one club like this beat signing up
for 50 others I didn't care about.
Now, after auditions have long
passed and rehearsals are going strong, I am proud to find
myself a part of a group of such
multitalented dancers. DOBC
contains artistically gifted girls
who can transition directly from

the caveat to not try to keep up with the
Irish in terms of drinking.)
In a pub with some good friends this
evening, drinking a pint of Beamish, sitting next to a fire, listening to traditional
Irish music, it didn't seem to matter
where I was from just that I was there.
And the fiddle player we chatted with
didn't notice our attire; he just wanted
to shoot the breeze about Obama, the
weather here, American bluegrass and
jazz music, and the traditionalmusic he
was playing himself at 50 years old, he
said he knows about 1,000 tunes. It was
a low-key evening, but great; to borrow
a phrase, it was "class." I've been compulsively buying postcards whereverI go,
as if to prove to myself later that I was
really here, but so far it seems that the
experiences I'll appreciate the most won't
involve a gift shop. According to the UCC
International Office, everything adjusting to classes, registering with the immigration office, travel plans is going to
work out just fine. In the meantime, like
I saw in a Murphy's beer advertisement,
"When in Cork..."
-

-

-

True
Fife
quick paced tap rehearsal to a
slow, languid contemporary. With
22 different dances in the show
and approximately 60 girls in the
group, there is an endless supply
of creativity and talent. I show up
early to each practice just so I can
watch the blossoming progress
other dancers are making within
their pieces. Each choreographer
has a So-You-Think-You-CanDance-level of creativity, and
constantly demands the absolute
best from her dancers.
As for me, I've found myself
a cozy ballet nook. I'm proud to
be a part of two ballet and two
pomte pieces that constantly
teach me new tilings about my
own strengths and weaknesses
within the art of dance. It turns
out

that my copious

worries were

all for naught, and now the only
thing that can dampen the fun
that I have at rehearsal is the perpetually locked front door of the
Brighton Campus dance studio.
The transition from high school
to college is never a seamless one;
yet I've been fortunate enough to
find DOBC to continue something
that I've relied on to keep me sane
for most of my life.
Nowadays, I've done away
with the strict ballet bun for the
more freeform ponytail, and my
dress-codeleotard lies beneath
more comfortable sweats and tshirts. Despite many changes, I'm
still certain of at least a couple
of things: one is that I still look
shamefully awkward while attempting hip-hop dance, and the
second is that I will never, ever
give up dance, no matter what
other changes lie ahead.
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Thefun's Sanders' tip pushes BC over the top
back in
the Forum
By Daniel Pooko
Heights Staff

The ball may have been in
Rice's hands for the last play, but Rakim
Sanders was ready for the rebound.
"I don't know where he came from
to be honest," said Virginia Tech's A.D.
Vassallo.
Sanders' putback after Rice's missed
floater gave Boston College a one-point
lead with just 0.4 remaining on the
clock. Sanders then tipped the ensuing
inbounds pass over press row as the clock
expired to send a particularly loud Conte
Forum crowd into pandemonium.
"Oh yeah, I saw him coming," said BC
forward Joe Trapani.
The last second shot helped steal a
67-66 win for BC (17-6, 5-3 ACC) and
avenge an earlier loss to Virginia Tech
(14-7, 4-3 ACC) in Blacksburg.
"Practice," Sanders said with a smile
when asked the last time he hit a gamewinning shot.
Sanders finished with 12 points, while
Rice had 16 and Tyler Roche contributed
10 off the bench, seeing the floor for
longer than usual with BC's starting big
men, Trapani and Josh Southern, in early
foul trouble.
Freshman Reggie Jackson had just
five points and five rebounds but served
to whip the student section into a frenzy,
waving his arms at half court after a timeout asking for more noise and responding
to a chant of "REG-GIE, REG-GIE" with
an offensive rebound and slick reverse
layup on the baseline in the second half.
Vassallo (21 points) and Malcolm Delaney (18 points), who was coming offof a
career-high 37 against Clemson, keyed a
second-halfrun that brought the Hokies
into the lead in the final minute. JeffAllen
added 21 points and 11rebounds, his sixth
double-double of the season, including 14
points in the first half to keep Tech close
in a 23-21 game at the break.
"Jeff Allen, he had a game," Rice said.
"That last 16 minutes I can say we did a
pretty good job on him."
Allen was neutralized in the final part

David Amstutz
On Saturday morning, I woke up
early to hopelessly bang out a column

about the men's hockey team, the
Beanpot, and how the Eagles continually underachieve when the games don't
matter.

Scratch that.
After Saturday night's photo finish,
it would be borderline criminal not
to write about the men's basketball
team, Rakim the Dream, and the most
fun anyone's had in Conte since Sean
Marshall's buzzer-beater two years ago
against Florida State.
At the game's onset, I looked at
one of my buddies, Greg, and told him
that my hockey column needed help;
effectively, I wanted inspiration to
write about something else. I didn't
really care how it came. I just wanted
something remarkable to happen. I
figured that Al Skinner might give me
ammunition to make fun of his latest
attire, but his suit from Eastern Clothing looked surprisingly presentable.
(As a side note, Skinner's got to retire
his patented road uniform. The polo
and sports jacket looks like something
Frank Spaziani might try to rock at the
prom. Please, stick with the suit, Al.)
Regardless of our coach's dress, the
first halfof Saturday's game was nearly
unbearable. The teams shot a combined
one of 20 from beyond the arc and
scored a cumulative 44 points. Even
worse, Tyler Roche might have been the
best player on the court for the fiveminute stretch when Skinner benched
Tyrese Rice, Sanders, and Joe Trapani
for the serub-a-dub lineup.
The funny thing about this basketball team, though, is that no matter
how poorly it plays at times, "Tyree
and the boys" usually come back and
give people something to talk about.
R's the most bizarre sports team I've
ever followed. You know the routine;
one night they're good enough to beat
North Carolina, the next bad enough to
handedly lose to Harvard.
In the second half, Dr. Jekyll came
out, and Boston College played pretty
well. It managed to stop JeffAllen from
completely dominating the paint, limiting the sophomore to just nine points
after halftime. Similarly, with Rice
hounding Malcolm Delaney whenever
he crossed halfcourt, the Eagles held
the Hokies' leading scorer to just 18
points after he dropped 37 on Clemson

Thursday night.
Although BC failed to pull away from
Virginia Tgch, it held the lead throughout until the last minute when the referees took over, decided to take Trapani
out of the game, and gave Vassallo four
free-throw attempts to win the game.
He hit all four, setting Sanders up for

his last-second heroic.
Give Skinner credit for the winning basket. Instead of clogging the
paint with big men, Skinner put a small
lineup on the floor to spread the court
and give BC a better opportunity for
an offensive rebound and put back. As
tall as Josh Southern may be, Reggie
Jackson has a better chance of coming
up with a board on the offensive glass.
The same goes for Raji. And most importantly, it does for Sanders now, too.
With one giant leap and tip-in,
Sanders brought the fun back to
Conte Forum. For the first time since
Marshall's game-winner against Florida
State, the arena truly erupted. As the
students piled on top of one another
in the stands, the team celebrated like
10-year-olds on the court.
It was a scene that we'll all remember when the season concludes,
whenever and wherever that may be.
There was Craig Smith, back as an honored guest, doling out high-fives to his
former teammates and proteges. And
then there was Reggie Jackson, walking
off the court, right-arm raised, with his
index finger pointing to the heavens a
sign that basketball is back in Chestnut
Hill for the first time in two years.

As the student section showers in celebration, Reggie Jackson walks off the court with his head held high, following the Eagles' comeback win

BEANPOT PREVIEW

Stretch run begins
tonight against NU
By Dan Cagen
Heights Staff

Boston College head coach Jerry
York likes to think of the Beanpot as
a stepping stone to later glory. York
loves winning the tournament, but the
legendary BC coach likes to emphasize
how the Beanpot is the beginning of the
postseason mentality that the Eagles
have thrived on in recent years.
Last year, BC was struggling as they
entered the Beanpot at 11-8-4, but a pair
of overtime wins over Boston University
and Harvard gave the Eagles their 14th
Beanpot while providing valuable tournament experience in the conference and
NCAA tournaments, both of which the
Eagles won.
"This is a very important tournament
for the first [tournament]," York said. "I
think the crescendo just builds as you go
through Hockey East championships and

national tournaments. This is the first
real white-hot spotlight our kids have
been under. It will be interesting to see
how they perform when the ladder steps
up like that."
BC will play Northeastern at 8 p.m.
after BU and Harvard meet in the first
game.

While the Eagles are the reigning
Beanpot champions, they have only been
the third best team in Boston this season.
BU is No. 2 in the nation and NU is No.
3,. BC is ranked No. 11.
Northeastern has been the biggest
surprise in the nation this season. Coach
Greg Cronin won just three games his
first season in 2005-06, but has slowly
elevated the program."You hate going
through what we went through my first
couple years," Cronin said. "We only had
three wins my first year, I think we only

See Men's Beanpot, C4

bcheights.com.

BC head coach Katie King prepares for her second Beanpot after the Eagles took third place last year.

Spilling the beans on
the ladies' Beanpot
By

Paul Sulzer

Asst. Sports Editor
With all the glowing reviews of the
Boston College women's hockey team in
The Heights these past few weeks, it was
reasonable to think that winning the Beanpot was a foregone conclusion. Given the
four-game winning streak the No. 5 Eagles
were riding into their series with No. 7 New
Hampshire this past weekend, optimism
was understandable. A sweep at the hands
of the Wildcats, however, casts doubt upon
BC's status as the favorite heading into
the 31st edition of the tournament, which
begins on Tuesday.
The Eagles (16-7-3 overall, 10-5-1
Hockey East) must regroup immediately
if they are to win their third Beanpot title
in four years. BC has historically been the
underdog in the tournament, winning the
championship just twice and compiling

-

David Amstutz is the sports editor ofThe
Heights. He can be reached at sports®

See Basketball, C3

After missing last year's Beanpot with a broken arm, Brock Bradford returns to the Garden

INSIDE SPORTS
THIS ISSUE

Women's Basketball

The Eagles traveled to NC State and came away
with their fifth conference win. C5

a

23-34 record since the tournament's

It's Finally Here

It's the first Monday in February, which means that the
Beanpot is upon us. C6

inception. Boston University is the only
team with a worse record in the Beanpot,
owning an overall mark of 11-42.
BC has drawn traditional power Northeastern in the opening round. The Huskies
are in the midst of a disappointing season
at 10-13-2 overall,5-9 in Hockey East, and
1-10 against teams currently ranked in the
top 10 of the USCHO.com poll. Northeastern won 14 of the first 20 Beanpot titles,

but hasn't won the championship since
1998. Against the Eagles, the Huskies
are 0-3 this season, and they have been
outscored 11-2 in those three losses. BC
disposed of Northeastern without much
difficulty in the most recent game between
the two, beating the Huskies, 4-2, at Matthews Arena behind a three-point performance (two goals and one assist) from Allie
Thunstrom. The Huskies have not beaten
the Eagles in the Beanpot since 2000.

See Women's Beanpot, C4

Sports in Short
Conference Roundups
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Numbers to Know

Short

544

Tyrese Rice's career assist total.
Rice's five assists against Virginia
Tech moved him into a tie with
Howard Eisley for third most in
school history.

Sports

44
Years since BC won back-to-back
men's Beanpot titles. The Eagles won
three consecutive from 1963-1965.
BC begins its defense of last year's
title tonight against Northeastern.

.147

NC State's shooting percentage in
the first halfof its 62-51 loss to BC in
women's basketball. They scored just
15 points on five-of-34 shooting.

0-6-1

The record of BC's women's hockey
team against New Hampshire in the
last seven games between the rivals.
UNH beat BC twice to move into first
place in the league standings.

Games to Watch
Late drive seals victory for Steelers

On the Heights

The Pittsburgh Steelerswere up the entire game, and it ap-, *
peared that it was only a matter of time until the Lombardi Trophy

theirs. Then in a tumultuousfive minutes, the Arizona Cardinals scored 16 points behind two Larry. Fitzgerald touchdowns
and a safety to take thelead, 23-20.
Steelers quarterbackBen Roethlisberger was given the ball with
just under threeminutes to play and 88 yards to cover. The ensuing
drive was dominated by the connection between Roethlisbergcr
receiver Santonio Holmes, whocompiled four catches for
xand wide
73 yards and the go ahead touchdown.Holmeshad nine catches
for 131yards in total and was named Super Bowl MVP.
On the game-winning play, Roethlisberger fired a pass over
three Arizona defenders and Holmes made a leaping grab, manag- j
ing to'keep both feet in bounds. The reception made the score 2723, which the Cardinals could not overcome in the filial 30 seconds.
Arizona quarterback Kurt Warner threw for 377 yards and three
touchdownsbut also committed three costly turnovers.
This is the second Super Bowl win for Pittsburgh in the last
four years.
.
\u25a0

Women's Basketball

was

-
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Off Campus

Playing in their first home matches of the season, the Boston
College men's and women's tennis teams got off to a good start
by defeating Davidson and Buffalo, respectively..
The men's tennis team beat Davidson 6-1 on Jan. 25 behind
strong performances by Erik Kreutzer and Thomas Nolan. The
duo teamed up and won the No. 1 doublesmatch 8-3 and also won
their singles matches. Akash Muppidi and Alex Skinner both took
down their opponents with ease, winning their singles matches
in straight sets.
The women's team opened their home schedule in similar
fashion, downing Buffalo 6-1 on Saturday. Lana Krasnopolsky and
Lauren Cash, BC's representatives for the No. 1 and No. 2 singles
matches, respectively, rallied from an early deficit to secure victories. Alina Sullivan took care of her opponent in straight sets.
The men's record now stands at 2-0, while the women's side

College Basketball: No. 2 Connecticut at No. 7
Louisville
Where: Freedom Hal), Louisville, Ky.
When: Monday, 7 p.m.
TV: ESPN

Marquette continues to soar
The Marquette Golden Eagles are quietly climbing up the
national polls, currently sitting at No. 8 in both. In the last
week, they continued their winning streak, now at 11 games, by
defeating No. 22Notre Dame and No. 23 Georgetown;they now
sit on top of the powerful Big East with an 8-0 record.
Behind the stellar play of the senior trio of Dominic James,
Jerel McNeal, and Wesley Matthews, Marquette has risen to the
forefront of college basketball. In the, 94-82 win over Georgetown, the Golden Eagles received 20 points from three different
starters; McNeal topped the stat sheet with 26 points and 11
assists.
"Let 'em keep doubting us," McNeal told theMilwaukee Journal-Sentinel. "Ain't nobody in our locker room worried about it."
After these two wins, there are not many left who doubt them.

Running circles around the competition

Georgia Tech stings Demon Deacons
Fresh off a last-second victory over top-ranked Duke, No.
6 Wake Forest had proved that it belonged in the conversation
for one of thebest teams in the land. All that stood in their way
from a jump in the national polls was a game against winless
Georgia Tech.
The Yellow Jackets proved to be abit tougher than the Demon
Deacons thought, beating Wake Forest 76-74. Iman Shumpert
hit a pull-up jumper over JeffTeague with one second remaining
to give the Yellow Jackets their first win in the ACC.
The Aminu brothers Alade on Georgia Tech and Al-Farouq
on Wake Forest put ona show as they squared off against one
another. Alade had 10 points, 13rebounds, and a career-high six
blocks, while Al-Farouqscored 17points and grabbed 11boards.
Though Al-Farouq topped his brother on the stat sheet, Alade
and Georgia Tech got the last laugh.
-

-

Tar Heels get nod as preseason favorite
The North Carolina baseball team received 12 first-place
votes in balloting among the head coaches to be named preseason favorites to win the ACC. After a 54-14 season, UNC is
looking to make its fourth straight College World Series trip.
Miami won the conference last year.
In the Atlantic Division, Florida State was given eight
first-place votes and were picked to win the division. Clemson
received the other four first-place votes and are slotted for
second place.
BC is predicted to finish fifth in the division and ninth overall,
which is an improvement over their last-place finish in 2008.

State

Thursday, 7 p.m.

Tennis aces home-opening tests

Behind five victories in different events, the Boston College
women's track team emerged as the victorat the Reebok Boston
Indoor Games on Friday. Thirteen teams competed in the tournament, and BC finished 37 points ahead of second-place South
Florida.
In the 800-meter race, the top three finishers were all Eagles.
Caitlyn Bailey won the race in 2:07.95, Mary Heitkamp took second, and Siobhan Breagy placed third.
Georgette Asfoura grabbed her first-ever collegiate win by
placing first in the high jump. BC also placed first in the 4x400meter relay, the mile, andthe 1,000-meter race. In the mile, the
top five finishers all wore maroon and gold.

Florida
"

After traveling to Duke on Monday, the women's basketball team will have another difficult test against Florida
State. The Seminoles are the only undefeated team in
the ACC, while the Eagles sit third in the standings.

improved to 1-1.

ACC

Boston
vs
College

OPEN

AUSTRLIN

Nadal captures title Down Under
It took four and a half hours in the blistering heat of Melbourne, Australia, but Rafael Nadal defeated rival Roger Federer
in five sets 7-5,3-6, 7-6 (3), 3-6, 6-2 in Australian Open final.
Federer was looking to tie Pete Sampras with a 14th victory
in a Grand Slam event, but Nadal outlasted his Swiss opponent.
At the award ceremony, Federer could not hold back tears of

disappointment.
"Maybe I'll try later. God, it's killing me," Federer said. He
then congratulated Nadal minutes later on his first-ever Australian Open win.
This is the third straight Grand Slam final that Federer has
lost to Nadal, falling to the Spaniard at the French Open and
Wimbledon last year. Federer was close to battling back in the
eighth game of the final set, saving two championshippoints, but
sent a forehand shot long on the third match point.

Connecticut will likely take 6ver theNo. 1ranking in
the polls today, but their place atop the NCAA will be
put to the test when they travel to Louisville.
Louisville is tied for first in the Big East with an
undefeated 8-0 conference record, yet the Huskies are
right behind them at 9-1. Both teams are on nine-game
winning streaks; UConn recently trounced Providence
by 34, and Louisville topped West Virginia by six.
The personnel match-ups are perhaps the most
intriguing part of this contest. Head coaches Jim
Calhoun and Rick Pitino are two of the best in college
basketball history, so expect a strategic chess match
from the sidelines. On the floor, the game may come
down to who has the better big men: UConn's Jeff
Adrien and Hasheem Thabe!et or Louisville's Earl Clark
and Terrence Williams.

NOTABLE QUOTABLE
"I acted in a youthful and inappropriate way,
not in a manner people have come to expect
from me. For this, I am sorry. Ipromise my
fans and the public it will not happen again?
?Olympic gold medalistMichael Phelps
after a photo of him inhaling from a
marijuanapipe at a collegehouse party
surfaced in a British tabloid.

Taking AIM
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Dramatic victory started with total team effort
By

Zach

Wielgus

Assoc. Sports Editor
With the game on the line and a basket needed to
win, everyone in Conte Forum knew the ball wouldbe
in Tyrese Rice's hands. As the final seconds ticked
away, Rice put up a shot in the lane that bounced off
the back of the rim, ending Boston College's chances
ofbeating Virginia Tech or so it seemed.
Rakim Sanders was ready to pick up the slack
with his game-winning tip-in, just as the entire
bench picked up the starters when they struggled.
When two starters were forced to the bench due
to foul trouble, their replacements filled in with
no noticeable drop off, maintaining the lead the
Eagles held.
Just five minutes into the first half, Joe Trapani
and Josh Southern were both tagged with two fouls
each, sending them to the sidelines for the remaining
15 minutes. Tyler Roche and Cortney Dunn made the
seamless transition into the starting role, logging
more minutes than the players they replaced.
Although statistically their performances do not
look monumental Roche had 10 points and four
rebounds, while Dunn had zero points and seven rebounds they played a vital role in compensating for
the unexpected loss of two starters. The pace didn't
waver, the scoring didn't slow, and most importantly,
the lead didn't disappear.
"Cortney and T-Roche, you kidding? Without
their efforts, particularly in the first half, we are out
of the game. They played great, absolutely great,"
said head coach Al Skinner.
The contributions off the bench did not stop
there. Biko Paris was inserted for Rice on two occasions, replacing him for a total of 10 minutes; Paris
ran the offense as a true point guard, displaying
impressive ball handling skills with feeds to Roche
and Reggie Jackson for easy baskets. Furthermore,
Jackson provided his customary burst of energy,
sprinting down the floor and displaying acrobatics
that ignited both the crowd and the team down the
stretch.
The Eagles had four players in double figures, and
no cine scored more than 16 points; this balanced attackhas been key in BC's current four-game winning
streak, as teams cannot solely focus on one or two
players in order to stop the Eagles.
"It was clearly a team effort. Everybody that
stepped on the floor gave something," Skinner said.
"When I say this was clearly a team effort, it was.
A lot of guys contributed, and that's what has to
-

-

-

happen."
After the first half, which saw BC shoot 32 percent
and Virginia Tech just 27 percent from the floor, it
was unclear if the defensive battle would continue.
The pace picked up rapidly, however, as both teams
scored five points in the first two minutes in the
second half, including a Trapani dunk in transition.
Shots that were missed in the first half were now
falling with ease, and with Trapani and Southern
still spectators for the majority of the second frame,
keeping up with the Hokies appeared difficult.
Despite missing two key contributors, as well as
Rice for a three-minute period, the Eagles never
lost the lead because of their absent starters. They

As the Boston College bench erupts in the background, Tyler Roche and Corey Raji congratulate Rakim Sanders on his tip-in with 0.4 seconds left in the game againstVirginia Tech
matched Virginia Tech's 51.7 percent field goal percentage in the second half almost identically, hitting
51.6 percent of their shots. There were periods when
only one of the starting five was on the court, yet
productivity never suffered and inexperience did
not limit the team.
"They didn't quit. The most important thing is
not being distracted, and not getting distracted by
calls or non-calls and keeping focus and continuing
to fight through it," Skinner said.

When things got tough in the final five minutes,
the Eagles did not panic. Instead, the team looked
to its two leading scorers, Rice and Trapani; to lead
them to victory. The duoresponded with 11 points in
that time frame, yet they still found themselves down
one point with 18 seconds to go.
Following a timeout, the most important possession ofthe game was taken by Rice, Jackson, Roche,
Raji, and Sanders three starters and two "backups."
But even though Rice was sure to handle the ball, the
-

Hokies could no longer designate Jackson and Roche
as non-threats, as they were two influential reasons
that BC was in a position to win the game.
What was once a team that only went as far as
Rice could carry them is now a team that is a balanced force. The bench was there to help clean up any
troubles the starting five had against Virginia Tech,
which has not been the case for most of the season.
Rice didn't make his final shot,but he didn't have to;
he now has eight other teammates who can help. \u25a0

Near buzzer-beater gives Eagles another thrilling win
Basketball, from CI
of the game, doubled often by Cortney Dunn and
one of the guards sliding down the lane. He was
unable to get his shot off in the paint, and offensive
rebounds, of which Allen had seven on the game,
were denied before they could get into the Hokie
big man's hands.
The first half was a different story as Allen was
the story for Tech, accounting for two-thirds ofthe
team's points as well as seven rebounds, and was
the only Hokie to get to the foul line, hitting six of
nine in the half. Other thanAllen, only Delaney and
Dorenzo Hudson scored in the frame, as the ACC's
leader in team field goal percentage was held to 26.9
percent shooting. BC wasn't much better, shooting
32 percent before the break.
"It made it look like the defense was great," Rice
said about the first half, "but we were both getting
shots we normally like to get."
The second half was more fast-paced and physical, as both teams scored as many points as they did
combined in the first half thanks to greater than 51
percent shooting on both ends of the court.
Vassallo led the Hokie surge, scorching the nets
with all ofhis points coming after leaving the locker
room at half. The team's second leading scorer, Vassallo, did not start the game, coming off the bench
and going zero for three in the first.
"That was a coaches decision," Virginia Tech head
coach Seth Greenberg said about sitting the Puerto
Rican national teamer. "When you're the head
coach, you can decide who plays and who starts."
After sitting out the last 13 minutes of the first
half, Trapani was the key to giving back the Vassallo and Allen punches from the Hokies. Trapani
had 11 of his 13 in a half thatTvas always within six
points.
With under four minutes left, Trapani's 3-

pointer from the right corner after a zero-for-three
start from deep broke a tie and led into the final
media timeout of the game. Trapani came out of
the timeout ready, elevating and throwing down
a feed from Rice after slipping'his defender and
cutting down the lane.
Irapani made two more free throws before being called for an offensive foul after catching J.T.
Thompson with an elbow in traffic following his
rebound of a Delaney jumper. The call forced Trapani to the bench with five fouls and brought all of
the 8,428 in attendance to their feet in a chorus of
boos that continued for the next minute.
The normally mild-mannered BC head coach,
Al Skinner, even got into the act, getting up and
becoming angry, appealing that the Hokies caused
Trapani's stray elbow with a hold. Skinner could be
heard above the incensed crowd from across the
court yelling, "That's unbelievable!"

Vassallo capitalized scoring six straight against
the reeling Eagles to give Tech a two-point lead
before Rice hung in the air and hit a floater, drawing a foul in the process. His free throw gave BC a
one-point lead with 38 seconds left.
"As a team we just stuck together," Sanders
said. "At times we were playing eight-on-five with
the refs."
A blocking foul on Corey Raji allowed Vassallo to
score his seventh and eighth straight points for the
Hokies, as his makes from the fine gave Tech their
final one-point lead before Sanders' heroics saved
the day for the Eagles and sent one oftheir biggest
rivals back home to Blacksburg stewing.
"In theend, most of the games are going to come
down to the last possession it's one shot, one rebound, one extra pass, one 50/50," Greenberg said
about the shot that gave his team its second straight
heartbreaking loss. "That's the fine line between
relief and misery, that's what the ACC is." \u25a0

GET INTO THE BALLGAME.

Write for SPORTS.

Meetings are at 6 p.m. on Monday in the
Eagle's Nest. E-mail sports@bcheights.com
with any questions or concerns.

Tyrese Rice takes an off-balanceshot for the game-winner. Although he missed, Rakim Sanders was in position for the tip back.
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BC keeps unbeaten streak alive with tie at Providence

GoaltenderJohn Muse made 29 saves in the Eagles' 2-2 tie against Providence on Friday. The sophomorestopped three shots in overtime, includingone acrobatic save that was later reviewed, but upheldby video replay.
By

Mark Nugent

Heights Staff
After coming off a weekend sweep of theUniversity of Maine Black Bears in which the team scored
a total of 10 goals in two games, the Eagles were
looking to stay on the upbeat when they traveled
to Providence on Friday night to face the Friars.
Although Providence has been stuck Jtt the bottom of the Hockey East table since the start of the
season, they always manage to step up their game
whenBoston College comes to town. This weekend
proved to be no different, as BC and PC skated to
a 2-2 tie in front of asold-out crowd, of 3,030 fans
at Schneider Arena.
Providence's freshman goaltender,Alex Beaudry,
has been one of the most highly toutedplayers over
the past few games since he stepped into the starting role. His strong play kept the Eagles at bay early
on, but it was not long before they broke through
and lit the lamp. Almost nine minutes into the first

period, senior forward Kyle Kucharski was able to
slap home a pass from fellow linemate Matt Lombardi and give BC an early lead. It was Kucharski's
eighth goal of the season and helped get the team
started on the right foot. The Eagles' skaters also
proved to be tough on defense, as well, only allowing six shots to reach goalie John Muse iri the first
period. But the friars showed that they could make
the most of their attempts by charging forth and
putting pressure onMuse late in the opening stanza.
Providence's forwardDaniel New was able to get PC
on the board with less than one minute remaining
in the first period after he flicked a draw from the
faceoff that was able to sneak by a screened Muse
and sent the teams into the locker room knotted at
one goal apiece. Despite the tie score, BC outshot
Providence 13-6 in the first period.
The second period started off with the ice tipping heavily in favor of the Friars. It was late into
the frame when PC struck again on a Nick Mazzolini
power-play goal with assists from John Cavanaugh

their games to ensure that, at the very least, the
score would not change for either side. The final
period turned out to be the most even, with each
team putting 10 shots on their opposing goalie

and Pierce Norton. For the first time in nearly two
weeks, the Eagles were now trailing in a hockey
game and were eager to show that they were well
beyond the losing streak that had plagued them
since late November. Not long after Mazzolini's
tally, captain Brock Bradford emerged as the one
who would come to the team's rescue.
When Providence's Eric Baier was sent to the
box for boarding with 1:32 left in the period, the
Eagles' power play came to life, and Bradford was
able to slip a shot past Beaudry to bring the Eagles
back to life and put the score at 2-2.Forward Brian
Gibbons and Muse assisted on Bradford's goal.
Unlike the first period, when the shots were
heavily in favor of the Eagles, PC turned the
momentum in their direction, putting 12 shots
on Muse while BC was only able to hit the net
five times.
The third period was all about the goaltenders.
Muse and Beaudry were each determined not to let
their respective clubs down, and both stepped up

and the only penalty being served by BC's Andrew
Orpik for tripping at 6:30 of the third.
With the score still tied at two, the teams completed the last period and headed to the always
exciting five-minute sudden death overtime. Both
teams sensed the importance in a win but also the
utter devastation that a loss could hold, and defense was again the main theme in OT. Providence
managed three shots on Muse while BC- only put
one on Beaudry. When the final horn sounded, the
scoreboard read 2-2 and the teams were able to
escape with one point apiece in the standings.
The Eagles' next match-up will be in the
revered Beanpot tournament tonight against
Northeastern at the TD Banknorth Garden. The
puck drops at 8 p.m. as the Eagles look to return
to winning ways.

\u25a0
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BC looking to repeat
Men's Beanpot, from CI
had 13 wins my second year. But what those guys
went through as a group, it's created some conviction about what Ihey are as people."
The Huskies impressed York last season when
NU extended Vermont to three games in the first
round of the Hockey East tournament.
"Ithink it started last year," York said. "They had
a good club last year, a great stretch run there in the
first round of the playoffs. That's a tough place to
play (at Vermont). They grew up a lot."
One area where Cronin has not turnedaround at
NU is the Beanpot. The Huskies have won just four
Beanpots, the fewest of any school, and Cronin has
yet to win a first round game. Last year, the Huskies
fell behind Harvard,3-0, in the opening 10 minutes
in aS^-lloss.
"We've got to play well," Cronin said. "We
haven't played well in any of the Beanpot games
We've got to forget about the Beanpot and play
...

well against BC."
This is the second meeting of the seasonfor BC
and NU. On Oct. 18 at Matthews Arena, NU defeated
the Eagles, 4-3. The winning goal was scored by
Joe Vitale, when BC's Joe Whitney tried to send a
clearing pass out of the defensive zone thatstuck in
a puddle. Vitale scooped it up and scored easily.
Whitney is one of several BC players who have
struggled this season. The trio of Whitney, Benn
Ferriero, and Ben Smith has just 37 combined points
after racking up 143 last year.
"For us to make a run, they're gonna have to
start putting points on the boards which leads us
to W's," York said. "They've been playing well;
they've been snake-bitten. It's unbelievable how
close they've come to having terrific stats but posts
or goalie saves or wide shots. It's not for lack of
scoring chances."
For BC to make another run this season, those
players will have to step up on the biggest stage.
Their first chance will be tonight. \u25a0
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The hockey team celebrates last year's Beanpot championship afterNick Petrecki scored the game-winninggoal.

Eagles enter as favorite
Women's Beanpot, from CI
On theother side of thebracket, Boston University
and Harvard battle for the right to advance to the
championship game. Harvard has won the Beanpot 12
times, including last year's title and eight of the past
10 championships. BU claims only a single Beanpot
championship and has been thoroughly dominated
by Harvard over the years, amassing a 1-13 record
against the Crimson. But these teams do not resemble
the historic counterparts. At 1-5-1 against the top
10, Harvard has struggled against elite competition
all season long. Despite Harvard's history of success
in the Beanpot, the Crimson will not be the team ev-

eryone is targeting. BC will be that team. The Eagles
feature one of the most potent scoring tandems in the
nation in the aforementioned Thunstrom and fellow
junior forward Kelli Stack. The two have combined
for 73 points this season, more than any other duo in
Hockey East. Balancing out their offensive excellence,
goaltender Molly Schaus has been equally outstanding
in net. Schaus is first in the Hockey East with a 1.75
goals against average.
While BC is the prohibitive favorite, the Beanpot
cannot be taken for granted. The Beanpot is a special
tournament because therivalries shared by these four
schools bring out the best of one another; for that
reason alone, unpredictable results can ensue. \u25a0
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BC overcomes emotion,
NC State for fifth ACC win
By Diana

C. Nearhos

Heights Editor

Because NC State was playing in honor of deceased coach Kay Yow, BC won what Sylvia Crawley called a "bittersweet victory."

The Boston College women's basketball team played
what may havebeen one of the hardest games they will
play on Thursday night. It was not necessarily the level
of competition that made the game so difficultbut the
emotions involved with playing a team that had just
suffered a tragedy. The Eagles traveled to Raleigh, N.C.,
to face the Wolfpack of North Carolina State in the first
competition since losing their head coach to cancer.
BC won the game, 62-51, but it was a somewhat
bittersweet victory.
"[lt was] one of the hardest games I have ever
coached before. It's the first time we have ever felt bad
for a win," said head coach Sylvia Crawley.
Bittersweet or otherwise, it was a well-earnedwin.
The Eagles went into the half with a 21-point lead.
As has been characteristic, they came out after the
intermission motivated and ready to play and went on
a 10-0 run for the first 4:34 ofthe second period. They
needed that lead as the Wolfpack tried to come back
late in the game.
With 2:36 left in the game, NC State had narrowed
the lead to 11 with a 26-6 run. In the last minute of the
game, junior guard Mickel Picco sank eight of nine free
throws, while NC State collectively scored another eight
points to maintain the 11-point lead for the remainder
of the game.
"If we did not have the lead we did in the first half,
they would have beat us," Crawley said. "In the last
four minutes of the game, they had one more burst of
energy. It was a give it all you have now and rest later
type of thing."
Picco led the team with 22 points, three steals, and
a free-throw percentage of 80 percent, 13.3 percent
higher than the team as a whole. Center Carolyn Swords
led the Eagles in rebounds with 21. "[Rebounding]

became a problem for us late in the game. We weren't
blocking out and getting defensive rebounds. They were
getting the offensive rebounds and put-backs. I thought
Carolyn did a great job of cleaning up the boards for
us," Crawley said.
A crucial factor in the game was the difference
between the benches. BC's team consists of 13 players, but NC State only had nine. The Eagles' bench
scored 12 points, but the Wolfpack's managed just six.
Guard Jasmine Gill matched NC State's six points to
lead BC's bench.
"I was very pleased with our bench production,"
Crawley said. "The whole world wanted NC State to
win [Thursday]. There were thousands of fans there,
all dressed in pink, and all we had was each other. So,
I challenged our players to be there for each other,
whether they were on the floor or on the bench. Ifthey
were on thebench, Iwanted them to cheer. Ifthere were
substitutions, I wanted the starters to cheer for the
white team. I thought we had complete team unity."
The team, as a whole, is generating a lot of attention, as they improved to 5-1 in the ACC, tying Duke
for second, and 17-4 overall. The Eagles can hope to
be included in the top 25 this week. In addition to the
team's attention, some players attracted the consideration of WNBA coaches.
"There were about three WNBA coaches at the
game. They were very impressed with Mickel Picco and
Carolyn Swords. Fortunately for us, a lot of our team
played well. Picco and Swords do draw a lot of attention, which is good for the team. When [the coaches]
come they can see we have other good players, too,"
Crawley said.
But the Eagles cannot focus on the next step in their
careers yet. "I told our players that they needed to be
mentally tough to pull out the victory [Thursday], and
we are going to need that mental toughness going intothe rest of our ACC schedule," Crawley said. \u25a0

America's pastime will soon be on a world stage
Ryan Murphy

I

"A-Rod hits a slowroller up the middle, Jeter
charges, flips it to Pedroia and on to Youkilis
DOUBLE PLAY!" Wait, wait, wait, did he just say ,
Jeter and Pedroia turned a double play? If you're
like me, a die-hard Red Sox fan, then the thought
of Derek Jeter and Dustin Pedroia making up the
six and four of a double play makes you cringe.
Even at last July's MLB All Star Game in hated
New York City, seeing Red Sox and Yankees side
by side on the same team was enough to make this
writer a little dizzy. Don't get me wrong, I respect
these guys as players. They made it all the way
from little leagues to the big leagues, from novelty
baseball cards that their parents paid extra for to
Topps baseball cards that collectors sometimes pay
thousands for; sure, I have a respect for them, but
while they wear the pinstripes, they are the enemy.
While they play for the "Damn J'ankees," as my Dad
puts it, good will always triumphs over evil, and the
Nation will always defeat the Empire. Despite my
loathing of that team from New York, all this will
temporarily change to a National pride on March 5,
when the jerseys that Youk, Pedroia, and Jeter button up will bear the stars and stripes for the opening
of the World Baseball Classic. And while I may not
like rooting for Jeter to get tjiat go ahead single, I
}iave to agree with the immortal Herb Brooks when
he said, "When you put on that jersey, you represent
a country full ofpeople, and the name on the front
is a helluva lot more important than the one on the
back."
Coming off a very disappointing second round
exit in the inaugural WBC in 2006, the United
States revamped their roster to include more youth
and especially more power. Among its provisional
45, the U.S. welcomes back 2006 Classic veterans
such as Derek Jeter and Chipper Jones and also
says hello to new faces such as the dynamic duo
of A.L. MVP Dustin Pedroia and Kevin Youkilis,
the defense and speed of Jimmy Rollins, and the
power hitting of 2008 AL Rookie of the Year Evan
Longoria. The United States will rely heavily on
the pitching arms of aces such as J.J. Putz, Scott
Kazmir, and Justin Verlander, to name a few. They
have a relatively easy road to the secondround
(their pool includes Canada, Italy, and toughest test
...

Although Alex Rodriguez has recently taken heat in the media from Joe Torre, the thirdbaseman will step away from the Yankees to play in the World Baseball Classic in March.
Venezuela); however, after the double elimination
pool play ends, they can be sure to face stiff competition in tournament favorites Cuba, the Dominican
Republic, and 2006 WBC champion Japan.
Among the favorites, the Dominican Republic
instantly stands out as the most talented team.
Their provisional roster includes power hitting kings
David "Big Papi" Ortiz, Albert.Pujols, new-comer
Vladimir Guerrero, and an arsenal of pitching talent, including Ervin Santana and Jose Cordero.
The WBC will also give Dominican Pedro Martinez,
arguably one of the game's greatest of all time, a
chance to redeem himselfafter a disappointing past
few years. Despite the wealth of talent on the Dominican team, the most anticipated Dominican will
be none other thanAlex Rodriguez. A-Rod, or "AFraud" according to Joe Torre, wore the red, white,

and blue of the U.S. in the 2006 WBC, but this time
around he has chosen to honor his Hispanic heritage and play for the Dominican Republic. Considered by many to be one of the greatest players of all
time, the addition of Rodriguez puts theDominican
Republic at the forefront of the tournament and
makes them the team to beat.
Besides the media frenzy that we all know will
surround the Fraudster (a pre-Torre nickname for
Rodriguez that Ipicked up from a buddy), the other
big story will not be only rivals on the same teams,
but teammates against teammates. Japan's Daisuke
Matsuzaka throwing the elusive gyro-ball against
Red Sox teammate, but Canadian import, Jason
Bay; Tampa Bay Ray's lone Dominican representative Carlos Pena hitting a moon-shot offof Mexican
teammate Matt Garza and countless other team-

mate match-ups. While teammates at the start of
spring training, these players will become the op-

position to each other the first week of March.
The World Baseball Classic does for baseball now
what the Olympics no longer can (the 1.0.C. votedjfo
disbandbaseball from the 2012 games), and that is
provide a tournament for nations to showcase their
very best dirt dogs and silver sluggers, their flame

throwers and shut down closers. While each team
can make its own case to be the very best, the championship game on March 23,wi1l give the winning
country bragging rights for the next four years, and
I can only hope that it will be Youuuuk holding up
the trophy shouting, "Hey, it's me, America."
Ryan Murphy is a junior in the College of Arts e3 Sciences. He can be reached at sports@bcheights.com.

McGovern named def. coordinator
By

Zach

Wielgus

Assoc. Sports Editor
After hiring an outsider for the open offensive
coordinator position, new head coach Erank Spaziani had a decision to make: fill the defensive co
ordinator position that he vacated with a'member
from his own staff or look elsewhere once again.
Spaziani opted to stick with continuity,
choosing long-time assistant Bill McGovern to
take over the heralded Boston College defense
on Thursday. McGovern had previously worked
under Spaziani as the linebackers coach for the
last nine seasons.
"Bill McGovern has truly earned this opportunity through his hard work and loyalty to the
Boston College football program," Spaziani said
in an official press release. "Our players respect
Coach McGovern, and so do I. He is unquestionably the right person for this job."
Few can argue that McGovern is the wrong
selection given both his close relationship with
Spaziani and, more importantly, the success
of the Eagles' defense. Last season, McGovern
helped make BC's defense one ofthe most feared
in the NCAA; they ranked 10th in seven different
categories, including turnovers gained (second),
total defense (fifth), and rushing defense (sev-

Frank Spaziani promoted Bill McGovern to head the defense.

enth).

Last season, however, was not an anomaly.
In the last five seasons, BC never ranked below,
34th in total defense, finishing in the top 20 three
times; the rushing defense never fell below 31st,
finishing in the top 10 three times; and in the last
three seasons, the Eagles have ranked second,
eighth, and first in turnovers gained.
While finishing worse than 33 teams does not
appear that spectacular at first glance, the NCAA
contains 117 teams, meaning that the Eagles'
defensive squad had been better than at least 71
percent of the nation in those three important
categories. Though the players have changed every
season, Spaziani and McGovern have remained
consistent in putting out a dominant defense.
What's more, the new defensive coordinator has had a large hand in shaping the players
linebackers Brian Toal and Mark Herzlich have
become. Toal was 2004 Big East Rookie of the
Year but battled injuries over the last three seasons; Herzlich was named ACC Defensive Player
of theYear last season, finished as a Butkus Award
finalist for nation's top linebacker, and is slated
as a possible first-round draft pick for the 2010
NFL Draft.
Quite simply, it is hard to argue with McGovern's track record.
"It's a dream come true to become the defensive coordinator at Boston College," said

McGovern. "I have enjoyed working with Coach
Spaz tremendously over the course of the past nine
seasons. My family and I are thrilled to remain a
part of this program, and I am extremely excited
about the challenge."
McGovern will not only have to live up to last
year's stellar performance but also will need to do
it without six prominent contributors, including
starters B.J. Raji, Ron Brace, Paul Anderson, and
Robert Francois. Yet if anyone is up to the difficult
task offielding a stalwart unit despite major losses
to graduation, the man who has seen nine seasons
on the Heights is.
The roles of defensive line coach Jeff Comissiong and secondary coach Mike Siravo, both
brought on by former head coach Jeff Jagodzinski,
are currently unknown. McGovern could choose
to retain them or may wish to go in a different
direction.
Despite being Spaziani's right-hand man, McGovern was not the immediate pick for defensive
coordinator. There were 16 days in between the
hiring of Spaziani as head coach and the announcement that McGovern would be the man
taking his old position, and there was speculation
the Eagles were targeting a big-name defensive
mind from another university. When everything
was settled, however, Spaziani stayed close to
home and made McGovern the selection. \u25a0
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Women's hockey drops home-and-home to UNH
By Ben King
for The Heights

In the women's Hockey East third annual
"Skating Strides Against Breast Cancer" game
held at Conte Forum on Friday night, the No. 5
Boston College ice hockey team fell to the No. 7
University of New Hampshire Wildcats by a final
score of 5-2.
The loss leaves the Eagles with an overall record
of 16-7-3 and a 10-5-1 record in conference play.
Before Friday night's game, the Eagles and Wildcats were tied at the top of Hockey East with 21
points each, but UNH moved into first place with
a record of 15-5-5.
As the opening period got underway, the Eagles
saw themselves defending their own halfofthe ice
for large periods of time. Less than two minutes
into the game, the Wildcats netted the first of
their four goals ofthe period. Junior forward Kelly
Paton scored the first goal ofher hat trick for UNH
when senior forward Sam Faber stole the puck in
the neutral zone and found an open Paton, who
calmly slapped a high wrist shot past BC's junior
goalie Molly Schaus' glove side.
With sloppy passing and shifty stick handling,
the Eagles found it hard to create any productive
offense, generating only a few scoring opportunities. With constant action in the BC crease, Schaus
showed her mettle, deflecting a crucial UNH
breakaway shot over the crossbar and securing six
saves on the night.
After a Katelyn Kurth hooking penalty at the
12:57 mark, the Eagles found themselves on the
wrong end of the third power play of the game.
UNH took full advantage, as senior defenseman
Maggie Joyce was in the right place at the right
time and banged a rebound in to go up 2-0. BC
head coach Katie King became even more frustrated as she saw her squad allow another goalonly
27seconds later, as Paton scored her second goal of
the night with five minutes left in the period.
Down by three, the Eagles were determinedto
chip away at the UNH lead, and with a little over
a minute to go in the first, the Eagles did just that.
Forward Meghan Fardelmann netted her seventh
goal of the season off an assist from Stephanie
Olchowski. Fardelmann's slap shot flew past UNH
freshman goalie Lindsey Minton to bring the
Eagles within two.
Only 27 seconds later, however, a gap in the
Eagles' defense allowed UNH forward Micaela
Long to hammer in a close-range tally. The Eagles
headed to the locker room frustrated by their first
period performance.
King strategically replaced Schaus, her starting
goaltender, at the beginning of the second period
for freshman goalie Kiera Kingston. Kingston
stonewalled the Wildcat offense, making four
critical saves for the Eagles. BC skated onto the
ice much more aggressively but came away with
nothing to show for it, as the second period saw
zero goals from either side.
As the third periodbegan, the Eagles knew they
had only 20 minutes to stage a comeback. Forward
Lauren Wiedmeier sparked the previously ineffective offense, as she dished the puck from outside

ForwardDanielle Welch scored one of the Eagles' two goals In their 5-2 loss to New Hampshire on Friday. The loss dropped BC to second in the Hockey East standings behind UNH.
the face-offcircle to fellowforward Danielle Welch,
who was waiting at the top of the crease. Welch cut
the lead in half, pushing the puck past Minton. The
BC bench, along with the BC faithful, erupted, as
there was a tangible swing of momentum toward
the home side.
The Eagles pushed the Attack forward, playing the majority of the third period in the UNH
half. King's squad found great opportunities but
couldn't quite convert. The puck almost broke the
plain of the goal line multiple times, but the Eagles
had a difficult time finding the back of the net. BC
was inches and seconds away from scoring a third
goal when the Wildcats more specifically Paton
stuck the dagger in the Eagles. Down a man, the
-

-

Wildcats, in the midst ofkilling a power play, found
Paton on a breakaway. Paton scored a brilliant,
NHL-esque goal through her and Kingston's legs
to solidify the .UNH win.
On Thursday night, the Eagles lost at UNH, 42. Faber's three assists pushed the Wildcats past
the Eagles. Schaus, who entered the game with a
national-best .946 save percentage, finished the
night with 25 saves. Wildcat goaltender Kayley
Herman tied her career high with 36 saves. The
Eagles found themselves in a huge hole, going down
4-0 with 15:50 to play in the third period. The four
New Hampshire goals were scored by four different
players. But the Eagles, trying to stage a comeback,
netted power-play goals at 7:07 and 15:00 to pull

within two.
With less than a period to work with, goalsfrom
forward Allie Thunstrom and forward Andrea Green
were not enough in the end, as the Eagles came up
just short of their 17th win of the season.
Kingston ended the night with 14 saves, while
Minton finished with 25. The Eagles put more shots
on goal than the Wildcats, 27-25,but could not take
advantage of their five power plays.
The women's hockey team faces its next Hockey
East opponent next weekend against the University
of Maine; they will play two games at home against
the Black Bears. Tonight, the Eagles will play in
the first round of the Beanpot tournament against
Northeastern. \u25a0

Swimming completes successful weekend at home
Jennifer Muse
For The Heights
The men and women's swimming and diving
competed in three dual meets this past
weekend at the Flynn Complex. The men came out
victorious in all three of their meets against Dartmouth College, the University of Rhode Island, and
the University of Maine, while the women also won
against URI and Maine but dropped a tough meet
against Dartmouth.
"The men were outstanding today," said head
coach Tom Groden; they came away from the
meet with nine first-place finishes in the overall standings, six of those in individual races.
Andrew Clancey swam brilliantly for the Eagles,
winning both the 200-yard breaststroke and the 200yard individual medley in a time of 1:57.65, a mere .14
seconds ahead of second place. John Maloy was also
a standout performer, with his overall victories in the
1650-yard freestyle, the 400-yard individual medley,
and the 500-yard freestyle. He also swam on the 200yard medley relay, picking up a win with teammates
Andrew Brown, Robert Swaninger, and Alex Spaeth.
Despite a slow start on Friday, the women's
team came out strong on Saturday, finishing first
in the 800-yard freestyle relay to jump-start a day
where they would collect another five victories.
Caroline Byron became the winningest swimmer
teams

Members of the swim team enthusiastically support their teammates during one of the Eagles' meets on Friday afternoon.

in Boston College history in the last home meet of
her career with two individual wins complementing two relay victories. She passed RoseMarie
DeLeo, who originally set the standard in 1992
with 142 wins. Nikki Moore and Lauren Nightingale were also superb on the women's side.
Dartmouth College was a force in the diving events, sweeping the 3m diving on both the
men's and women's sides. In the lm dive on the
women's side, Devon Kelly was able to break
into the top three with her second place finish.
This meet was crucial as a cut down meet, with Groden
and his assistants determining which 23 members of
each team will represent the Eagles at the ACC conference championship. The entire team will still compete in this week's upcoming dual meets. The women,
will face off against Boston University this Wednesday, while the men travel to Holy Cross on Thursday.
Though the meet had originally been a single dual
meet against Maine, the added competition made
for the perfect opportunity to gather experience
for the championship season. Groden stressed that
while it was a tough meet with the added competition, the lessons of managing to maintain motivation
over a series of days will help them face upcoming
challenges.
After the two dual meets, the Eagles will test
themselves in the upcoming New England Invitational, taking place on Saturday. \u25a0

Beanpot traditions transcend the scoreboard
Joseph Bilotto
For 56 years, the Beanpot tournament has
tested the mettle offour of Boston's most
prestigious universities and hockey programs.
Since 1952, Boston College, Boston University,
Northeastern, and Harvard have come together
for the right to be called Boston's best, even if
only for one year at a time. History would seem
to favor B-Line rivals BU and BC, who have won
the majority of the championships since the
tournament began. In fact, since the beginning of
Beanpot play, every championship game has either featured BC or BU (and in many cases both),
as Northeastern and Harvard have never faced off
in the finals against each other.
Coming into the 2009 Beanpot, it is understandable to imagine seeing either BC or BU in
the finals, as both squads are ranked in the top
25, with BU at No. 2 and BC at No. 11. This year,
however, Northeastern finds itself as the No. 3
team in the country, with an extremely impressive record of 17-5-2 and in first place in Hockey

East. Should Harvard step up to match the
Eagles could really use the victory in the Beanpot
tempo and play of its counterparts, there is an
as a morale booster and a jumpstart for the closexcellent chance that this year's Beanpot could
ing run of their season. The Eagles, who started
go to anyone of the four competitors.
the season ranked as the No. 2 team in college
The Beanpot itself, however, is more than just
hockey, have stumbled this season, playing to a
what team is able to call itselfBoston's best for
mediocre record of 11-8-4 and a record of only
the next 12 months. This series of games is also
7-7-4 in Hockey East, which is good enough for
important for the student bodies that each school
a tie in fifth place. The Eagles could use a swift
is representing. When
kick in the right direction
the Eagles take the ice,
A win in the tournament could
for their final stretch of
they are carrying the
regular season games.
a
that,
Superfan
revitalize
culture
support and hopes of
While the Beanpot
thousands of students
prior to the Maine sweep, had to
is still just a two-week
both at TD Banknorth
tournament in early
wait 55 days between wins
the February,
Garden and back on
it does have
the Heights. For the
Eagles.
underlying importance for
students supportBC. A win in the tournaing the hockey teams, the Beanpot is about a '
raent could revitalize a Superfan culture that,
lot more than just hockey. It's an opportunity to
prior to the Maine sweep, had to wait 55 days
brag and maintain a pride that your school is the
between wins for the Eagles. The momentum that
"best" in Boston, at least in respect to hockey.
comes with winning the Beanpot could be just
While BC still has the prestigious title ofbeing
what the Eagles need to develop to make a run at
the NCAA's defending D-I hockey champions,
the teams ahead of them in Hockey East. In the
there is much reason to believe that perhaps the
first round of this year's tournament, BC faces

for

a formidable match-up against the streaking

Huskies of Northeastern. Although the Huskies
don't usually have a ton of success in the Beanpot
tournament, the adrenaline of playing in front
of a couple thousand college hockey fans against
a cross-town rival can do funny things to the
outcome of a game.
Anyone with tickets to this year's tournament will surely be in for a treat, no matter which
teams are on the ice. The play will be intense, and
the cheers will be emphatic as each school fights
to assert itself as the best in Beantown. Loyal
Superfans are hoping for a repeat of last year's
victory, but in such a short and decisive tournament, anything is truly possible. Regardless of
whom you're rooting for, make sure to stop by the
Garden and watch some high-paced, high-action
hockey. You will not be disappointed by one of
college hockey's most storied traditions.

Joseph Bilotto is a freshman in the College of Arts d
Sciences. He can be reached at sports@bcheights.com.
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Roundup

MEN'S BASKETBALL

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Standings
School
1. Duke
2. North Carolina
3. Clemson
3. Wake Forest
3. BC
6. Virginia Tech
7. Florida State
8. Maryland
9. Miami (FL)
10. NC State
11.Virginia
12. Georgia Tech
?

6-1
5-2
4-2
4-2

Overall
19-2
19-2
18-2
17-2

5-3

17-6

4-3
3-3
3-4
3-5
2-5
1-5
1-6

14-7
16-5

ACC

Standings
School
1 Florida State
2. Duke
2.8C
4. North Carolina
4. Virginia
4. Maryland
7. Georgia Tech
8. Wake Forest
9. Clerrison
10. NC State
11. Virginia Tech
11. Miami (FL)

14-7

14-7
11-8
7-10
10-10

ACC
6-0
5-1
5-1

4-2
4-2
4-2
4-3
2-4
2-7
1-5
1-6
1-6

Overall
18-4
17-2
17-4
19-3
18-4
16-4
16-5

14-5

12-11
9-12
10-11
11-10

Scores

.

Scores

Virginia 75, Clemson 67
Virginia Tech 65, Clemson 61

BC 76, Maryland 67

Florida State 82, Duke 75 (OT)
BC 62, NC State 51
Georgia Tech 68, Miami 42
UNC 77, Wake Forest 66
Virginia 89, Maryland 81
Georgia Tech 49, Clemson 41
UNC 98, NC Central 45
Virginia 88, Longwood 50
Wake Forest 78, Miami 69
NC State 57, Virginia Tech 46

NC State 84, Miami 81 (OT)
Wake Forest 70, Duke 68
UNC 80, Florida State 77
Ctemson 86, Virginia Tech 82
BC 67, Virginia Tech 66
GT 76, Wake Forest 74
UNC 93, NC State 76
Maryland 73, Miami 68
Duke 79, Virginia 54
Wake Forest point guard Jeff Teague drove past Georgia Tech guard Nick Foreman during Wake's 76-74 loss in Atlanta on Saturday.

Next Week
\u25a0

NC Central
7 p.m.

@NC State, Tues.,

Maryland ©North
Tues., 8 p.m.

Player of the Week: Malcolm Delaney

Carolina,

Boston College
Wed., 7 p.m.

@

Virginia,

Wake Forest @ Miami, Wed.,
7:30 p.m.

\:

Duke ©.Clemson, Wed.,
9 p.m.
Georgia Tech ©Florida
Thur.j 7 p;m.-

State,

Miamj @ Duke, Sat.,

1:30 p.m.

©North
Sat, 4 p.m.

Virginia

Carolina,

Florida State @/ Clemson, Sat,
7 p.m.

Boston College @ Duke, Mon.,
7 p.m.

the floor, 6-10 from three, and 9-10 from the line.
No other Hokie had more than 13 points in the losing effort, as Virginia Tech blew a 15-point second
half lead. Delaney followed up with an 18-point
effort in Chestnut Hill against Boston College on
He also contributed four rebounds and
five assists against the Eagles, who won the game
on a tip-in by Rakim Sanders with 0.4 seconds
left. On.the season, Delaney is averaging 18.5
points per game on 38.5 behind the arc. In each of
Virginia Tech's 21 games this season, Delaney has
scored in double digits.

Clemson ©Western Carolina,
Wed., 7 p.m.

19-5-1
14-6-4
12-8-4
12-12-0
11-8-4
11-12-3
11-12-3
7-14-3
5-16-3

Wake Forest,

Miami @ SIU Edwardsville, Wed.,
8 p.m.
Florida State @ Boston College, Thur., 7 p.m.

North Carolina State @ Maryland,
Thur., 7 p.m.
Virginia Tech
Thur., 7 pjn.

@

North Carolina,

Duke ©Virginia, Thur., 7 p.m.

4.8U

4. Connecticut
6. Northeastern
7. Maine
8. Vermont

Scores
UNH 4, BC 2
Maine 4, Northeastern 2
UNH 5, BC 2
BU 3, Vermont 2
Providence 5, Connecticut 1
BU 4, Vermont 0
Maine 2, Northeastern 2 (OT)
Connecticut 2, Providence 1 (OT)

New Hampshire forward Greg Collins watched as his shot was saved by Vermont goaltender Rob Madore during UNH's 3-2 victory on Friday.

Harvard © Boston University,
Mon., 5 p.m.
Northeastern ©Boston
College, Mon., 8 p.m.

UMass Lowell @ Boston
University, Fri., 7 p.m.

Overall
15-5-5
15-10-2
16-7-3
10-6-0 13-Wm
10-5-0 17-8-2
5-9-1 10-13-3
3-11-1 5-19-3
3-12-0 5-22-1

Next Week

Next Week

.

Northeastern,

UMass @ Boston College,
Friday, 7 p.m.
Providence @ Vermont., Fri.,
7:05 p.m.
Maine @ New Hampshire, Fri.,
7:30 p.m.
UMass Lowell ©UMass,

@

School
League
1. New Hampshire 10-2-3
2. Providence
10-4-1
2. BC
10-5-1

Overall
17-6-2

BU 3, Merrimack 1
UMass Lowell 3, Maine 2.
New Hampshire 3, Vermont 2
UMass 6, Northeastern 4
BC 2, Providence 2 (OT)
Providence 5, Merrimack 3
Maine 2, UMass 1

@

Georgia Tech
Tues., 7 p.m.

Standings

Scores

Merrimack
Fri., 7 p.m.

USC Upstate @ Virginia Tech,
Mon., 7 P-m.

WOMEN'S HOCKEY

Standings

i

Maryland @ Florida State, Mon.,

Virginia Tech may have fallen in the ACC standings
this week, but Malcolm Delaney still had a pair of
excellent games to keep the Hokies competitive
againstClemson and Boston College. The 6-3 point
guard evisceratedthe Clemson defense in Thursday's 86-82 loss, scoring 37 points on 11-17from

MENS HOCKEY

League
School
1. Northeastern 13-4-1 ;
2.8U.
12-5-1
3. Vermont
9-5-3
4. UNH
8-6-3
5. UMassLowell. 9-8-0
5.8C
7-7-4
7. Massachusetts 6-8-3
"8. Maine
6-9-2
Providence
9.
4-10-3
10. Merrimack 2-14-2

Next Week

Sat,

Harvard @ Boston University,
Tues.,sp.m.

Player of the Week: Kelly Paton
New Hampshire moved into first place >in Hockey
East this week with a pair of victories over Boston
College. The No. 7 Wildcats beat the No. 5 Eagles
4-2 Thursday night in Durham before shocking the
Eagles 5-2 in Chestnut Hill on Friday. Juniorforward
Kelly Paton keyed the Wildcat win on Friday with a
hat trick, the first of her collegiate career. She also
had two assists in UNH's victory on Thursday. Paton
is second on the team with 15 goals and third with
30 points overall. Her 94 career points are also,
good for third best on the Wildcat roster. UNH owns
a two-point lead in the Hockey East standings.

Boston College @

Northeastern, Tues., 8 p.m.
Northeastern ©Providence,

FrL, 7 p.m.

Boston University ©Connecticut, FrL, 7 p.m.
Maine @ Boston College,
Sat., 1 p.m.

New Hampshire © Vermont,
2 p.m.

Sat,

Connecticut @
Boston University, Sat, 3 p.m.

Providence @

Sat,

7 p.m.

Northeastern,
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PSBC awakens Rob sham with Kapamilya
By

Zak Jason

Arts

&

Review Editor

From languid and thumping tribal
dances to an eccentric modern love story,
the Philippine Society ofBoston College
(PSBC) rattled Robsham Theatre on
Saturday night with the festive and informative Kapamilya at Kapuso: Sharing
Our Story, the organization's 17th annual
culture show. Directly translated, Kapamilya at Kapuso means "from the same
family, the same heart." Through theslick
interweaving of the modern love story,
the performance's threading skit, with a
sprawling, zealous, display of well-choreographed traditional Filipino dances,
costumes, and rituals, the PSBC lived up
to the show's title, inducing its audience
with a warm sense of community (and
without any of the cheesy aftertaste some
culture shows have).
Setting the inclusive feel of the show,
the show began with the crowd (a large
and lively crowd) standing for a cappella renditions ofboth the American and
Filipino national anthems, sung by three
members of the PSBC. Next the affable
and goofy president of the PSBC, Mark
Florido, A&S '09, sauntered onto the
stage with a rousing introduction. After
explaining the meaning of Kapamilya at
Kapuso, Florido said, "We just want to
show pride in ourselves and that we're all
in this together."
The opening skit, the show's overarching sketch, began with a young Filipino
woman introducing her white fiance Gary
to her rigid parents, a couple seemingly
plucked from the 19th-century Philippines and plopped into a terrifyingly
open modern time. Florido, the flustered
father sputtering American stereotypes,
captured the attention of the crowd not
only with his curt jokes, but by forgetting his lines. In a play, the crowd would
feel lost, perturbed, and even angered at

See PSBC, D

From dancing while balancing pottery atop their heads (left) to the gregarious hostand president MarkFlorido (top right) to tribal rituals, Kapamilya at Kapuso enlivened Filipino culture.
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Virtuosity echoes at BSH A capella groups
unite for cause

Hall, a crew went to the very same grove
celebration of the 200-year anniversary of trees used over 100 years ago so as not
of Felix Mendelssohn, an occasion Kurt to discredit the authenticity of the wood
and its acoustics. It is an understatement
Located at 301 Massachusetts Ave. Masur and the BSO readily embraced.
to say that the caretakers have utmost
The program featured three major
in the middle of downtown Boston sits
precision in conserving the scientific
works by the transcendent and romantic
one of the city's architectural, cultural,
and historical gems Boston Symphony artist, that included "Overture, 'The beauty of the place.
It was no surprise that when the first
Hall. This past Tuesday night, I had the Hebrides' ('Fingal's Cave'), Opus 26,"
"Opus
Minor,"
3
in
A
of "Hebrides" were played, the
pitches
No.
"Symphony
privilege of seeing Kurt Masur lead the
Boston Symphony Orchestra (BSO) in 56," "Scottish," and the final piece sensation was like entering a hot bath.
The theme of the piece revolves around a
"Symphony No. 4 in A, Opus 90, 'Italan all-Mendelssohn program. My close
friend, Rachael Crowell, and I ventured ian.'" I do not he when I say the very first simplistic six-note repetition, each time
notes of any concert that I have been to
sweetly and thunderously reappearing
out in the frigid weather dressed in our
in different frames of various dynamic
Symphony
always
at
Hall
are
the
most
classiest of garb to see and hear the latest
features. Although the piece is supposed
from the musical realm. I will not deny pleasing. Whether they be from a clasthat I felt like I was getting dressed for a sic Mozart sonata or a jazz trumpeter, to depict a seascape and treacherous
James Bond themed party. Nor will I deny they have never been played quite as storm, I interpret it rather as a wildly
that we were possibly the most youthful, purely. Planned by the architects Mc- romantic scene. One aspect of musical
masters is
sprite-looking girls in the Hall save the Kim, Mead, and White, Symphony Hall genius that Felix Mendelssohn
lends itself to perfectly nurturing the his ability to build a long fluid line that
occasional bohemian Berkeley music stuproduct of any instrument. The shape of constantly reaches in an upward direction
dents. The BSO offers $20 tickets to conthe room is engineered to mimic that of and never completely resolves, as if to
cert goers under the age of 40 not only to
a
expand
youth's a megaphone's. The balconies are open lead on the listener. This is the principal
give the opportunity to
weekend repertoire, but also to prevent grids so the sound can freely flow from the trademark to any romantic piece. The
the Hall from looking like a perpetual feet of the audience to their ears. When
See Symphony, D
adult swim. Rachael and I were elated new chairs, needed to be installed into the
to be seated in such a beautiful venue in

2
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Dynamcis, Bostonians
raise money for charity
William Watkins
For The Heights
By

Devlin 008 went from lecture hall to
concert hall Friday night as the Dynamics
and Bostonians performed at a fundraiser
for Relay For Life, raising over $800 to
support the cause.
The Dynamics had the opening set
of the night and came out swinging with

"Cry Me A River" by Justin Timberlake.
The group did an accurate and solid job
of singing Scott Storch's beat, which
provided a strong backdrop to the lead
vocals of William Morrison, A&S '09.
At one point in the song, the group even
mixed in "Bye Bye Bye" by 'N Sync, showcasing their varied ability and musical
sensibilities.

Next came "Many The Miles" by Sara
Bareilles', in which Carey Saults, A&S
'09 soloed, doing a faithful but powerful
rendition of the lead vocals. This song
highlighted the group's use of dynamics
(no pun intended) as the backup singers
gradually got louder, building the energy
of the song as it went on, giving it a little
extra flair.
The best song of the group's set was
their closer, "Happy Ending" by MIKA,
which featured Eric Carroll, A&S '11, as
the soloist, and also made use of the two
of the groups female singers to perform
a prominent backup part. Carrollshowed
off his strong and full-sounding fafiHfco,
nailing all the high notes and projecting
his voice throughout the room.
After the Dynamics finished their set,
there was a five-minute intermission and
then the Bostonians cameon stage. They

See Relay, D
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By Meggie Sullivan
For The Heights

Fashion Fusion
Club and A&S '11, are the masterminds
behind Slam Fashionation, although
they say, much like that first kid who acto
cidentally dropped a French fry into his
By Christine McClary
Frosty, that the event was formed by mere
chance. Chang explained that she and
Heights
The
For
Gomez were originally working on two
Have you ever tried French fries separate events: one featuring slam podipped not in ketchup, but in a Wendy's etry and the other fashion. They wanted
Frosty? Or listened to a song featuring to fit both into the ArtsFest program but
both Linkin Park and Jay-Z? Or paired ran into a roadblock. "We talked to the
director of arts council, who said, 'I don't
a somewhat dressy outfit with Converse
sneakers? If you have, then you know that have space for both of you, why don't you
little
some of the most surprisingly good things combine it.' And at first we were a
hesitant about it, but as we thought about
come out of unexpected combinations.
Similarly, at Boston College's ArtsFest it more, we thought, ok, we could tweak
this spring, two seemingly distant art it here, tweak it there, and make it work,"
forms will come together to create one Change said.
Once the idea for combining slam
event: Slam Fashionation. The event
combines slam poetry with a fashion poetry and fashion came into their heads,
show, a combination that has never been Chang and Gomez were faced with an
artistic challenge. "We're still having
seen before on the Heights.
thoughts about how we could mix it,"
Kathie Chang, Undergraduate GovChang said, "because it's so different,
Director
of
College
ernment of Boston
Fine Arts and A&S '11, and Lauren GoSee Fashion, D
mez, public relations manager for Arts

Slam Fashionation

INSIDE ARTS
THIS ISSUE

another horror remake
Chekhov spreads to Boston with 'Seagull' Hollywood trashes
and Charles Guard adapt haunting
The American Reportory Theater produces a stunning
and inspiring rendition of Anton Chekhov's classic The
Seagull, D 3

Directors Thomas
South Korean film, only to produce another cheesy
horror flick, D3

iProf.
Box Office Report

D2

D

2

soars.
ConductorKurt Massur conducted the esteemed Boston Symphony Orchestra. Within the great acoustics of the Symphony Hall, the concert

Arts Fest

2

adds flair
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iProf
Now playing on Anne Spinney's iPod

The Music Behind the Woman

"I don'tlisten to these songs all the time because they're
too moving. I'dbe crying all the time!" jokes Professor Anne
"Mudgazi Wangu"- Thomas Mapfuno
Spinney of the Music Department at Boston College. Spin"Lady Gay" Folklore
ney takes out her iPod mini and offers me her earphones.
"Fanny Power" Turlough O'Carolan
Rich strums of the guitar from Bon Iver fill my ears. But she
to
is an avid listener and
Dogs"
"Everything Reminds me of
Jane doesn't only listen pop. Spinney
scholar of Irish music and Native American music as well.
Siberry
Spinney teaches "Native North American Song," "Intro"So alive" Love and Rockets
duction to Irish Folk Music," and "Introduction to World
Music," among others. "I am an ex-goth!" exclaims Spinney,
"Symphony No. 4" Johannes Brahms
explaining why she added "So Alive" to her list. Spinney is
"Come Down oh LoveDevine" Ralph
also a scholar of the Passamaquoddy tribe in Maine. She
Williams
participates in pow-wows and reminisces about the sacred
"StillHaven't Found What I'm Looking act of offering tobacco to the Creator at sunset. In May,
Spinney plans to attend a U2 conferencein New York City.
for"- Uz
Rock on Professor Spinney. KATYA LANCERO
"Mi'kmaq Honor Song"- Mi'kmaq Tribe

"Pull Up the People"

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

PSBC captivates Robsham with its tale
PSBC, from Dl
the actors with such a mistake. But in
Kapamilya, Florido along with other
performers morphed the hiccups into
laughs, making jokes out of sporadically forgetting lines, once even using
the script as a prop. With such a lighthearted way of handling the mistake,
the crowd felt even more engaged than
they would have had the performers
-

-

been flawless.

In what Florido dubbed before the
show the story of "My Big Fat Filipino
Wedding," the love story repetitively
acted as a segway toward an onslaught
oftraditional performance. At the end
of the opening skit, Florido lamented
to his reluctant soon-to-be son-in-law
that "back in the provinces and the
villages," proposing to a woman was
an elaborate process. "Like this..." he
said, and as the performers slid off
stage, the red curtain snapped open,
revealing to the audience a vast space
of warm, ever-changing light and an
expansive dance floor.
In the first dance number, a group
of 10 girls shimmied and spun around
in old-style dresses while balancing stacked pottery on their heads.
To the beat of pulsing, tribal drums
vibrating the entire theater, the girls
placed their pots on the floor, setting
the stage for two of the girls to stack
their pots five high while dancing.
As they swayed around, the audience
felt on edge, nervous that they would
drop their pots and mesmerized when
they didn't.
With a vibrant orange glow, connoting a picturesque Philippine sunset,

the dances continued with a sensual,
sprawling, almost tango-like duet
between a tribal couple. Stomping

A cappela

helps Relay

M.I.A.

-

around the entire stage to the beat of
the ever-thumping drums, the couple
soon became accompanied by a group
ofperformers, violently flailing around
their tribal shawls. Ceasing the dance
with authority, the male dancer of the
couple projected a primal scream.
Beyond the mystique of the performances themselves, Kapamilya at
Kapuso also informed the audience
of the oppressive reality of the Philippines today. Just before the first
intermission, PSBC projected a quick
video with voices from some pf the 60
performers explaining the mission of
the club. At the end of the video, the
text on the screen asked that audience
members snap on their glow sticks
distributed to everyone, along with
a complimentary pack ofPSBC mints,
before the show.
In an otherwise dark theater, the
crowd began to buzz with Day-Glo
orange and lime-green, spawning a
feeling of excitement across the theater. But in a stark shift in sentiment,
the blinding hot white lights flicked
on the stage, forcing the audience
to squint, and dulling the glow of
the glow-sticks. With such a shift in
feeling from the crowd, PSBC seized
the moment with poignancy. Board
members on the stage stated facts of
the oppressive side of the Phillipines,
like how 1.7 million natives have been
trafficked for work away from their
country and how a vast percentage of
the population lives in poverty and
malnutrition.
The action continued with more
traditional dances. From a languid,
lingering number with girls decked
out in inches-long golden nails and
sparkling teal dresses to the stomping of long sticks of men in red vests,

2009

Relay, from Dl
then the Bostonians came oil stage. They
chose to open with Superfan favorite "Viva
La Vida" by Coldplay, featuring Joe Denatale, A&S '11, on lead vocals. This was a
strong performance and from the crowd's
reaction, it seems as though BC students
may never have enough of that song.
Next came a rendition of "Bye Bye" by
Jo Dee Messina, in which the groupput on a
flawlessbut ordinaryperformance. One ofthe
night's highlights came when Joe Denatle and
Lauren Parra, A&S '12, tradedlead vocals on
U2's hit "One Love." The group chose to take
some liberties with the melody and arrangement of the song and did an effortless jobof
pulling it off. The song worked much better
in an a capella performance with the changes
they made than it would have had they been
less creative.
Justin Timberlake's hit "Lovestoned" was
an especially big success with the crowd and
Justin Maccaro, A&S '09, put on one ofthe
show's most charismatic performances. Alot
of laughs came from the audience when he
delivered the lines, "You're freaky, but I like
it" in between verses. When Harold Hinds,
CSOM '09, stepped up to the mic to add a
second lead vocal, his voice stole the show
awayfrom Maccaro's showmanship, and left
the audience wanting him to sing more the
only disappointment from the Bostonians'
performance was that he never got to sing
lead on an entire song.
By far the best performance of the night
was the last one, in which Chris Baxter soloed
on "Boondocks" by Little Big Town. His
performance of the song was passionate and
filled with energy; from the way his fists and
eyes were clenched shut, you could see he
was putting everything he had into the song.
Once the song got going, there was no stopping its momentum three rows ofpeoplein
the back of the room were standing and the
entire audience clapped along toward theend.
After they finished, parts ofthe audience gave
the Bostonians a standing ovation and the
performance ended.
Relay For Life, the charity event that the
concert was supporting, will take place Friday
night into Saturday morning at the Plex. \u25a0
-

-

-

Members of PSBC kept a fun feel, making a joke of the occasional hiccup amid vast talent.
Kapamilya at Kapuso never failed
to captivate. The show also boasted
a saucy and throbbing performance
from MASTI, the South Asian Student
Association's dance troupe. In a mix
between traditional hymns and techno,
the girls glided around in sparkling
orange dresses with their vested male
partners.
Overall, Kapamilya at Kapuso
proved a rousing success. From the
goofy charm of the president and host

Florido to the comical multi-racial
love story to the enigmatic cultural
dance numbers, the PSBC crafted an
engaging and inspiring show. Beyond
Florido's mission to show "pride in
who we are," the Phillipine Society
of Boston College made its audience
feel proud to join them, and responsible for joining the cause to rectify
human rights violations in the Phillipines. As their show says, we're all
one family. \u25a0
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Masur masters the BSO, spawning rousing ovation
Symphony, from Dl

Masur is a seasoned veteran in musical
direction. His style is quiet, unassummethod evokes feelings of unrequited ing, and yet authoritative. He is like a
grandfather who sits in the corner of a
love, yearning, desire, and even downroom whose word is seemingly Scripture
right passion.
Just when you thought Gossip Girl itself.
had all the sexual drama required for
The gestures of Masur were light
catharsis, it's the sounds of the Boston and seemed underwhelming, and yet if
Symphony Orchestra you've truly been you looked carefully enough, not a beat
missing. Do not be deceived; the elderly went unnoticed in either hand that he
audience members have claimed their inconspicuously hid at his side. At times,
Masur would look to an individual with
seats for goodreason.
When the piece reached its climax persuasive encouragement and a nod to
with orchestra en full force, the effect summon their vigor.
was glimmering. Dissonances were
The orchestra responded twofold.
released and resolved to consonances The principal flutist at times carried the
in undulating waves. "Hebrides" was a
whole orchestra with melodic solos. She
voyage of sound not to be missed.
sat on the edge of her seat in a dramatic
The second piece, "Scottish," was a and unconventional long-sleeved black
dress, nearly lifting herself up to meet
team effort in contrast to "Hebrides"
which mainly highlights the skill of the accented notes. Her peers met her with
unflawedprecision and responses oflaystring sections. I had taken now to observing not the technical and emotional ered unison. Just then, my concert comproducts of the piece and orchestra, panion tapped me on the shoulder to
but rather the members themselves and point out another dedication and show I
their relationship under the leadership had completely overlooked the faces of
ofMasur. It is a show in itself to observe young audience members in full-fledged
the BSO and Masur's dedication to the concentration. Our appreciation was not
music.
unheard when we rose for abright standAn iconic figure in the music world, ing ovation at the night's end. \u25a0
-

Kurt Masur, the mastermind behind the current Boston Symphony Orchestra, gestured lightlyto bring his powerful and talentedband to life.

Slam concocts blend of spoken word and fashion
Fashion, from Dl
but..." She looks to Lauren, who nods and picks up the
thought. "But they're also similar because they're just
two different art forms. One is spoken word, which is
auditory art, and one is visual art projected onto the
human canvas." Chang and Gomez are constantly thinking of ways to use the lighting, music, and setting of the
event to bring the two art forms together.
While this requires plenty of artistic ability, the
logistics and resources of ArtsFest also need to be
taken into account, and Chang and Gomez have been
working tirelessly on event planning. "Both of the events
needed to happenon one of the main nights of ArtsFest,
because we wanted the feeling of a fashion show where
there's lighting, and during the day it would lose that
and turn into more of a barbeque," Gomez said. Chang
continued, "We currently have two differentDJs and two

photographers of very different styles." They are also
working on obtaining a large screen for image projection
behind the runway, that the DJs can then synchronize
with music.
But the real success of the event depends on the
students, Chang and Gomez said. They feel confident
that Boston College students have a lot to offer artistically. "There's no design major at BC, there are no
design classes, there aren't even any sewing machines
in Devlin," Gomez said. "Also, there always seems to
be an athletic event happening, while there isn't always
an arts event happening, and if there is, it draws a very
small audience. We are trying to change that."
The Slam Fashionation event welcomes all students
to submit their designs, perform their poetry, model
designs on the runway, do makeup, and get involved in
any way possible. Chang is working on a preliminary
open-mic event on Feb. 19 in the Cabaret Room. "We are

looking for poets for the ArtsFest event so that we can
figure out how to work them into Slam Fashionation,"
Chang said.
Gomez also encourages BC students of any design
experience to get involved. "Your design can be anything from a reconstructed T-shirt to something made
of plastic bags or silk chiffon," she said. As long as
the design covers the necessary areas, it is more than
welcome.
Slam Fashionation is currently planned for Friday,
April 24 from 8 p.m. 10 p.m. It's a new, completely
fresh event that is sure to inspire many artists.
As for Chang and Gomez, when asked how exactly
the poetry will be integrated with fashion design, Gomez
replied, "We are have an idea of how we will do it, and
we are confident that the poets and designers at BC
will
make it happen, but we don't want to give too much away
so I guess you'll just have to come and find out." \u25a0
-

The

Monday, February 2, 2009

3

Heights

'Uninvited': another botched Hollywood remake
By Timothy Dahl
for The Heights

It seems like there are two kinds
of horror films nowadays. There are
the ones like Saw (2004) and Hostel
(2005), where people are scared into
learning valuable life lessons while being chopped into bits. And then there
are the ones that are remakes of quality Asian horror flicks, like The Ring
(2002) and The Grudge (2004), where
ghosts or deadchildren terrify a pretty,
young woman who's going through
significant changes in her life. The Uninvited, a remake of the popular South
Korean film A Tale of Two Sisters, falls
into the latter category. This is a tale

THE UNINVITED

Dir. by Charles and Thomas Guard
Cold Stream Pictures
of two American sisters dealing with
the prospect of a new stepmom. The
younger sister, Anna(Emily Browning),
has just come home from a 10-month
stay in the mental hospital after witnessing the tragic death of her ailing
mother in a boat house fire. Her father
(David Strathairn) has been dating
her mother's former nurse, Rachel
(Elizabeth Banks), who looks about
halfhis age. She's not too pleased with
this arrangement, so it's a good thing
she has her older sister, Alex (Arielle
Kebbel), to comfort her.
Alexis even more put off by the
situation and makes, no attempt to

Emily Browning (left) and Arielle Kebbel (right) star in The Uninvited, a remake of popular South Korean film A Tale of Two Sisters, directed by Charles and Thomas Guard.
hide her hate for Rachel, who definitely falls into the wicked stepmother
category.

This would not be an Asian horror
remake without the ghosts. This time,
Anna is being plagued by a number of
living-dead corpses that seem to warn
her of some evil presence within her
family. One of the corpses happens
to be her mother, who Anna believes
is trying to tell her that Rachel was

the one who killed her and is coming
for Anna and her sister next. Anna
confides this to Alex, who immediately
believes her. The two sisters then embark on a mission to prove that Rachel
is a psychotic murderer who wants to
take all of their father's money. Pretty
standard stuff, actually.
The movie does end with a mind
blowing twist. At least it was supposed
to end with a mind blowing twist. I

figured it out an hour into the film,
so some of the suspense was ruined
for me.
There actually were not many scary
ghost-corpse moments, and only one
of them managed to shake me up a bit.
The best stuff came from the interaction between the two sisters and their
potentially evil stepmother.
The movie is harfl to recommend.
It's not really that scary, so it sort of

A.R.T. takes flight with 'Seagull'
Kristen House

Assoc. Arts

&

Review Editor

Every day arrives bearing unexpected surprises. As people
wake up each morning, they find the stock market dropping at
an alarming rate, faster than the miserable New England snow.
The newspapers talk ofincreased health problems due to the
stress of a miserable economy. Stores are closing, workers are.
being laid off, and job opportunities are dwindling. The only
surplus available at the moment is that of disillusionment.
Certainly, we don't need theater to tell us that much.
T&t, Chekhov's The Seagull, as performed at the American
Repertory Theater, shed new light on our own situation. The
play, originally written in 1895, has striking relevance to the
atmosphere of the new age depression,- and everyone at A.R.T.
nimbly captured this relevance in this visually arresting production. The Seagull is a Russian tale that focuses on the character
ofKonstantin (played by the captivating Mickey Solis), who is
atortured, starkly poor writer from the country. At the outset,
however, Konstantin is not so gloomy, as he is preparing to
show his family, and a few good friends, a play he's written that
stars his lover, Nina (Molly Ward). Konstantin's play is deeply
steepedin the symbolist genre and follows the journey of a lone
seagull (from which the play gets its title) 200,000 years after
the end of the world.
Though garnering support from his Uncle Pyotr (played as
a lovable curmudgeon by Jeremy Geidt), Konstantin's play is
poorly received and his own mother, Arkadina, (an actress of
Russian melodramas, representing tradition in the Russian theater played by Karen MacDonald), harshly mocksher son's foray
into 'new forms.' The plot then followsKonstantin recuperating
from his failure and dealing with the demise of his relationship
with Nina. Nina fallsfor Konstantin's mother's boyfriend Boris
(BrianDykstra), who also happens to be an extremely successful
writer. Thus, the story follows this intricately connected web
of unrequitedlove, a theme tha't extends even beyond the main
characters. The characters become inextricably linked through
love, lust, and deceit.
All of the actors executed their roles admirably, the only
exception being Ward's Nina. Every line Nina said had a similarly flat intonation, and though the character she portrayed in
Konstantin's play was supposed to be a struggling actress, her
emotions still fell noticeably flat. Certain moments that were
meant to be poignant rang hollow due to Ward's penchant for
reciting her lines loudly and flatly. Her only saving grace was
the way she used her body, as she bore a striking resemblance
to the tragic seagull thatshe was supposed to be portraying in
Konstantin's play. Her movements were quite birdlike, and her
long, skinny legs gave her a wispy, floating quality that was a
mesmerizing sight to behold.
Even more mesmerizing was the transformationof the stage

for the show. Though the set was rather sparse, this fact was
not obvious at all and was a perfect complement to the show
itself. At first glance, the stage looked rather unkempt. There
were stagnant puddles idling in uneven patterns on the ground,
a group of musty looking theater seats set up in rows, and a
couple of chandeliers. Abovethe stage hung largereproductions
of Andrei Rublev icons, depicting watchful (and somewhat
mournful) angels. Before the production began, murmurs of
seagulls' cries played desolately in the background. There were
no doors, no windows, and no walls. The result was a striking
openness.
The play capitalizedperfectly on the use of lighting to enhance scenes. At times there was a stark spotlight, other times
colorfulbeams would bounce euphorically about the stage, and
therewould be moments when Konstantin would use his omnipresent flashlight to shine a direct beam right onto his focus.
Certainly there is no better metaphorfor a writer than one who
can shed his own internal light onto a situation.
Some highlights of the wonderful show included the opening
of Act Two, which used the aforementioned colorful lights and
the classic song "Sweet Child of Mine," instantly pulling the
crowd back into the unstoppable flow of the Chekhov piece.
The characters splashed mirthfully through the puddles as
the main character danced among a pile of suitcases, creating
an arresting tableau. At one point in the show, it even began
to rain onstage, and watching Konstantin dance beneath this
deluge was fascinating, to say the least.
The stage and the mostly consistent acting ofthe cast made
for a fast paced roller coaster ride through the trials of these
characters. The pfoduction captured moments of light humor as
well as some of the lowest moments of depression with nimble
dexterity. The notions expressed in Chekhov's play were made
fresh again, like the writer who feels trappedby the feeling that
he needs to keep churning out piece after piece, and the woman
who falls for another man after he woos her with his talentbut
crushes her spirit with his personality. The two hour and 30
minute play never showed its length.
Director of the 2008/2009 season, Gideon Lester, expressed
A.RT.'s constant commitment to fostering the international
community of theater, and director Janos Szasz's (who was
originally born in Budapest) rendition of this Russian masterpiece represented all that is wonderful about international
collaboration of new and old.
Though the lives of the world's citizens are growing-progressively harder each day, plays like The Seagull represent all
that can be good among all the chaos. Though the play had a
particularly bleak ending, its presentation ona whole was staggeringly brilliant. Thus, the art world proves that collaboration
between different cultures can result in something beautiful and
fresh. The production at A.R.T., if only for a moment, proved
what life could be if the world was truly a cooperative stage. \u25a0

Box Office Report
Weekend
Gross*

Title

Weeks
In release

2. Underworld: Rise of
theLycans

20 8

1

4. Hotel for Dogs

12.9

2

6. My Bloody Valentine 3D

10

2

8. Bride Wars

6.9

3

9. The Curious Case of g
Benjamin Button
10. Notorious

,

5

.

'

2

5.8

"Weekend Grass figures In millions

Bestsellers of Hardcover Fiction
2. The Host, Stephenie Meyer

4. Black Ops., W.E.B. Griffin
5. Agincourt, Bernarnd Cornwell
\u25a0

.

\u25a0
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fails in thewhole horror aspect, which
is the main selling point of the genre.
Overall, both visually and with
acting, The Uninvited lives up to its
expectations. The three lead actresses
give goodperformances that are at the
level demanded of a January dumping
ground, PG-13, date night flick. I don't
think I have walked out of a cinema
with such an indifferent feeling after a
movie, so I cannot recommend it. C

l
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ACCORDMB TO PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY

COMING UP:
Rockus
Boston battle of the bands
Featuring BC Bands:
The Musical Peoples
Gerard Mellen
The Sound of Growing Up
Rescue Aurora
The Project

Saturday, February 7 @ 8:30 pm
Tommy Doyle's
96 Winthrop St.
Cambridge, Ma
Dance Organization
of Boston College

"IMPACT"
Thursday, February sth @ 7pm
Friday, February 6th @ 6pm and 9pm
Robsham Theater

Chekhov's

classic The Seagull, performed at A.R.T., still sheds light on relevant social issues even 100 years after its publication.

Featuring 18 choreographers and 60
performers, "IMPACT" proves to
entice with hypnotic blend oftap, hiphop, modern, point and lyrical dances
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"American
Gigolo" star
13 Derby and
fedora
part
19 Dyes for wood
60 Academy
21 Element
Awards
62 New York airport
classification
26 Knight's ride
65 Small amounts
66 Tiny particles
27 Trousers
67 Corp abbr.
28 Associate
68 Din
familiarly
69 Fathered
30 Gobi location
70 Birthday number 31 Fastidious
71 Paint finish
32 Carnegie or
Earnhardt
33 Tree juices
DOWN
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Mountains
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42 Passing through
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7 Guaranteed
duties
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63 Ms. Thurman
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Because helping people
doesn't have to mean

Council on Humane Giving
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This year, more than 1.3 million
Americans will hear the dreaded
words "you have cancer" and
556 500 men and women
more than 1 500 people a dav
?

are pxnprtpd to die

In fact, cancer ultimately touches everyone ?families and friends, colleaguesand
caregivers. It should come as no surprise
that Americans want our nations leaders
to make cancer a priority. Together with
its millions ofvolunteers and supporters,
the American Cancer Society calls upon
the federal government to join in the battie against cancer on four fronts:

discoveries are being made the
National Institutes ofHealth (NIH), the
National Cancer Institute (NCI), and
tne National Center on Minority Health
an<* Health Disparities at NIH
(NCMHD). At the same time, we must
increase funding for proven cancer programs that put effective research to work
at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the Health
Resources and Services
Administration's (HRSA) Consolidated
Health Centers and National Health
Service Corps.
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and programs »u
that
Support research
prevent, detectand treat cancer

?

c

?

Expand access to quality cancer care,

j

*
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prevention, and awareness

?

Reduce disparities in prevention
and treatment
Reduce and prevent suffering from
tobacco-relatedillness

Support Research and Programs that
Prevent, Detect and Treat Cancer
The federal investment in cancer research
.
has yielded remarkable returns. In fact,
since 1971 we have nearly doubled the
,i .
percentage of people living five years after
their cancer diagnosis. The promise of
more medicalbreakthroughs, drugs like
Gleevec" and tamoxifen, to save more
lives is real. Scientists are pushing everyday to find better ways to combatand
prevent cancer. The federal government
must support this momentum by increasing research funding where those
,
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,

,

Hope. Progress.

~

_
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tion awareness and increasing access to
and participation in cancer screening
programs can dramaticallyreduce this
burden. In addition to funding research
that will determine how to best reach,
protect, and treat these groups, policymakers should also enact and fund
"patient navigator" programsthat provide,
outreach for cancer awareness and
screening, as well as access to treatment
if cancer is detected,

Reduce and Prevent Suffering from
Tobacco-Related Illness
.
Tobaccokills 440,000 Americans each
.
all cancer
year, causing nearly one-third ofen
J
? aj n
in direct
deaths, and $157 billion dollars
health care spending and lost productivity. Policymakers can reduce those losses
by funding programsproven to help
smokers quit and keep kids from ever
starting. To further protect children,
Congress must give the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration meaningful regulatoryauthority over tobacco products. In
addition, policymakers should increase
tobacco taxes, a proven means ofreducing consumption, especiallyamong
young people.
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Expand Access to Quality Cancer
Care, Prevention, and Awareness
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Manypatients face a variety of financial
and bureaucratic barriers thatkeep them
from accessing cancer preventionand
early detection tools, as well as life-saving
treatments, including clinical trials, if
cancer is found. Legislation can effectively break these barriers by ensuring that all
people, regardless of theirinsurance
status, have access to quality cancer prevention, screening, and treatment
including effective pain management,
appropriate follow-up care for cancer surf
c
cvc care,
vivors, and comfortableend-of-ufe
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Cancer is an equal opportunity disease.
The poor, those who lack adequate health
insurance, have lower levels of education,
live in rural areas, or are part of a racial or
ethnic minority group are more likely to
develop and die of cancer, ll does not
have to be that way. Expandingpreven-
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faovernmenx Keiaxions
Relations
National
Department
901 E Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C 20004
(202) 661-5700; (202) 661-5750 fax
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Too bad everything can't be as easy as
knowing if you qualify for the EITC.
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