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Earning their Wings
Seniors

Rice urges

celebrate
graduation

responsibility
Amid controversy, Rice
delivers apolitical address
By

By

Dave Benoit
Heights Editor

Optimism, the responsibilities of educated people, and the Notre Dame-Boston
College rivalry and not foreign policy
or Monday's planned protest
were the
subjects ofU.S. Secretary of State's Condoleezza Rice's commencement address
to the Class of 2006 on a sunny but windy
day in Alumni Stadium.
Though many graduates and their
families had worried graduation would
be disrupted by loud protests of Rice, a
stiff wind and glaring sun caused more
headaches than the protest itself.
"She's a really good public speaker. I
think she had some very good insight on
education and 1 think that the student body
did a good job, despite a lot of controversy,
showing support for a good speaker," said
Matt Tully, A&S '06.
Some seniors and family members had
been concerned about the planned protest,
but the demonstrators maintained their
goal of a "respectful protest" by turning
their backs to Rice as she received her
honorary degree.
Any boos were drowned out by an
overwhelming standing ovation from both
the seniors and most in attendance. Rice
began a decidedly apolitical speech with
jokes about BC ruining some of the best
football seasons at Notre Dame - where
she got her master's degree the Red Sox
breaking "The Curse," and seniors not
remembering most of the nights they spent
in Mary Ann's and the Mods.
The meat of her speech focused on the
responsibilities of an educated person to
utilize education as the "single greatest
force for equality in the world," attempting
"to find your passion, to use your reason,
to cultivate humility, to remain optimistic,
and always to serve others."
"Never assume that your own sense of
entitlement has gotten you what you have
or that it will get you what you want," said
Rice. "Commencement marks your opportunity, indeed your obligation, to graduate
with wisdom and humility."
"Progress has been the concerted effort not of cynics, but of visionaries and
optimists, of impatient patriots who dealt
with our world as it was, but who never
ever accepted that they were powerless to
change the world for the better."
At one point, Rice stressed the educated person's responsibility to a "commitment to reason," and may have been
indirectly acknowledging the protesting
faculty members holding up signs to her
right when she added "at those times when
you're absolutely sure you are right, go
find somebody who disagrees. Don't allow
yourself the easy course of the constant
'amen' to everything that you say."
Compared to protests that had met Sen.
John McCain (R-Ariz.) at Columbia College and theNew School in New York City
last week, yesterday's protests garnered
similar news coverage but were much less
subdued. About 50 faculty members and
75 seniors turned theirbacks on the stage
as Rice received her honorary doctor of
laws degree from University President

Boston College's 130th Commence-

-

ment Exercises might have taken a little
while to get going, but it quickly picked up

-

its pace and turned into a day all the graduates can remember for a long time.
Despite a ceremony marked with con-

troversy and honor at the same time, the
Class of 2006 found its own way to cel-

ebrate its achievements Monday morning.
The sun finally came out from the clouds
and Alumni Stadium was packed with
black gowns and mortarboards, along with
thousands of proud parents, families and
friends, all to honor the newest recipients
ofBC diplomas.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
received an honorary degree from the
University and gave the Commencement
address, sparking both cheers and protests from the community. As one of the
world's most influential woman and the
first black female secretary of state Rice
was honored for her "lifelong pursuit of
excellence and her selfless commitment to
public services." In her speech, she urged
students to use their status as the educated
to work for human progress, especially to
overcome prejudices.
The honor didn't sit well with some
members of the community, however, as
students and faculty alike stood in protest as Rice received her degree. Many
students wore arm bands declaring their
disapproval, while others put signs on
their backs, arms, and mortarboard caps
that said "Not in my name," referring
to the bestowing of an honorary degree
on Rice. When Rice was receiving the
award from University President Rev.
William P. Leahy, S.J., about 75 students,
and 50 or so faculty members, stood and
turned their backs in a silent show of their
-

-

disapproval.
But it wasn't just inside the BC community that people disagreed with the
school's actions, members of the greater
Boston community also came out to protest what they saw as a irrational action
for a Catholic university.
"We came out here to protest [Rice]
because we feel she is supportive of an
administration that has murdered innocent
civilians," said Susan Allen, a resident of
Brookline. "Peace workers don't feel she's
an American."
The protestors were gathered on Beacon Street, across from Shea Field leading
right up to the entrance to the Beacon
Street Garage. They held signs and yelled,
but were a peaceful and calm group before
the ceremony began.
Only one instance during the commencement was disruptive, however, as
a small group of protestors draped a large
sign reading "BC Honors Lies and Torturers" over the ledge to the right of the stage.
The sign holders hooted and whistled back
and forth with some members ofthe graduating class, but were quickly removed.
The excitement was slow to build,
though, as security checks for the graduates slowed the traditional procession to
a trickle of meandering students. Over
an hour after the chief marshall marched
down the aisle, Rice was led down the
center aisle alongside Leahy and outgoing
Chairman of the Board of Trustees Jack
Connors. The chief marshall was Carolyn
A. Foley, BC '56, the first ever female honorary chiefmarshall for BC and a member
of the first coed class, which celebrated its
golden jubilee.
Leahy gave the first remarks of the
ceremony urging the graduates to take
their lessons from BC and turn them into
something special.

Commencement activities began early Monday morning with a
procession down Linden Lane (top). Condeleezza Rice's speech and
honorary degree elided various protests (above). But through out it all,
the graduates still managed to celebrate their day (right).

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice gave an exclusive interview with editor in chief Tom Wiedeman ofThe Heights
and Greg Frost ofThe BC Chronicle the
day before addressing Boston College's
graduating class
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For the full text of the interview, as well
as audio clips, visit www.bcheights.com.

Question: The big question is, you

got

your master's from Notre Dame and we've
got a little problem with Notre Dame here
atBC...
Rice: No, Notre Dame has a little
problem with BC. 1 watched more Notre
Dame undefeated national championship
seasons go down at Boston College than
any other place. You should be proud of

Featured Story

Jack Connors

The outgoing Chairman of the
Board of Trustees comes from
humble beginnings but has
risen to prominence. 4

it, and I've got a good connection with
[offensive coordinator] Dana Bible, who
was offensive coordinator at Stanford when
I was there.
Question: You could pick any place to
give a commencement address. Why did
you pick BC this year?
Rice: I've always had a lot of respect
for Boston College. It's a fine institution of

learning. It helped that the undersecretary
for political affairs [R. Nicholas Burns
'78] is a graduate, but when he brought the
proposal to me, 1 thought I'd love to give a
commencement address at Boston College.
It's a place that 1 think has a reputation of
being rigorous in its education but also
See Interview. 8
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4 years of
big stories
Taking a look at what has
happened since the Class of'o6
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Senior Week caps off four memorable years
By

Pilar Landon

News Editor

Four years-oflaughter and friendship,
of classes and parties drew to a close for
the Class of 2006, hut not without the one
last hurrah of Senior Week activities. Between dances, game nights, and all-night
parties, senior week gave students one last
chance to spend time with friends hefore
parting ways after graduation.
The week of activities, planned by a
Senior Week Committee in coordination
with the Office of the Dean for Student
Development (ODSD), started May 16
and culminated on May 20 with the Commencement Ball.
Tuesday night, Boston College rented
out Jillian's from 8 p.m. to midnight,
where seniors were able to play pool, go
bowling, enjoy a full buffet, or dance at
Tequila Rain in the basement of the three-

activity center.
"The highlight of the night was the
dance-off at Tequila Rain," said Taylor
Heyen, A&S '06. "They had separate
guys and girls tournaments, and the whole
crowd got to vote for the winner."
"Jillian's was incredible," said Tony
Dimeo. CSOM '06. "I've never been in
such a fun place where you can just walk
around and do whatever. Renting out all
three floors was awesome."
The next night's party at Avalon also
drew rave reviews. The "Dance through
the Decades," as it was called, had seniors
dressed up in costumes and dancing to
age-old hits all night long.
"At the Dance through the Decades it
was so fun to see everyone's costumes,"
said Heyen. "The dancing was absolutely
wild. Every so often they had a ball drop
with a countdown and everything to a
new decade. Everyone would kiss as if it
was New Year's, and the dancing would
continue with new kinds of music."
"My favorite activity was the Dance
through the Decades," said Dimeo. "Just
seeing everyone dressed up was great. One
of the highlights was waiting for the bus
loading and seeing everyone's costumes.
Some people were dressed up as Jesus
and the disciples, Golden Girls, and even
characters from Weekend at Bernie s."
"The Dance through the Decades was
great because of the wonderful costumes,"
said Kyle Elligers, A&S '06. "Everyone
was showing their characters and attitudes,
and the music and environment was awesome. It seemed a little crowded, though,
but it was still fun to see people together
everyone was there."
Test Your Luck at the Plex, held Thursday night, was a night of gambling and
games for seniors. Though not one of the
most popular activities, some seniors said
the smaller crowd was better for hanging
with their best friends and having one
more night together.
"It was not as crowded as I thought, but
1 had fun," said Nico Martinez, A&S '06.
"I went with close friends and we found
a blackjack table and just messed around
all night there. The whole thing was very
professional. It was basically about finding
people you're light with and hanging out
with friends, having a few laughs."
The Commencement Ball Saturday
night was perhaps the most anticipated
event of all, conjuring images of senior
prom for all who attended. Limos and
trolleys arrived on campus in the early
afternoon to carry the senior class away
for one final night of dancing and partying
at the Boston Sheraton.
"It definitely brought back memories
of high school prom," said Dimeo. "Everyone's parents were in town and were
taking pictures of everyone lined up with
about 30 different cameras."
"We were all lined up in the backyard
of a Mod with parents taking pictures
before the ball," said Heyen. "It was just
story

-

NICK TARNOFF

Over 2,200 students danced the night away at
like prom."
While the ball definitely received the
most hype and build-up of all the events,
some seniors said the atmosphere was not
entirely conducive to meeting up with all
the friends they wanted to see.
"There were a lot more people so it felt
scattered," said Dimeo. "Not everyone
went to the Dance through the Decades,
for example, so everyone wanted to be
there. But everyone was at the ball."
"I really enjoyed the ball," said Martinez. "It was really interesting, like a microcosm ofmy four years. 1 saw people 1 had
hung out with all the time, people I haven't
seen in three years, people from my freshman floor. It was really nostalgic."
The sheer number of people at the ball
over 2,200 by ODSD estimates
surprised many.
"1 went there and was a little shocked
-

/
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CommencementBall, held Saturday at the Boston Sheraton (top, above right). Other Senior Week activities included a game night (left).
at how many people were in this giant
room. I thought 'My gosh, 1 thought 1
knew more people than this!' It was a nice
closure to see the whole class together
again - we had a mixer freshman year
where the whole class came together like

out of Solo cups and seeing people's faces
as we cruise through the city," he said.
Between events and never-ending

that," Martinez said.
Even with all the people at the ball,
seniors agreed that people were interested
in mingling with everyone one last time.
"It wasn't as cliquey as a senior prom,"
said Martinez. "There was a little bit of
gravitating toward people you know, but
there was also a lot of mingling between
people who hardly see each other."
Dimeo said the ride to the ball was just
as fun as the event itself. Most students
rented trolleys or limos as the school did

and memories created over the past four
years.
"Just from what you hear about senior
week, it seems like it's going to be the
biggest party in the world," said Elligers.
"But 1 didn't see and reconnect with as
many people as I'd thought. 1 think 1 had
idealistic thoughts on how people would
act. But it's still a great way to leave off
senior year."
"Senior week is really special because
you get to come together one last time
without stress of finals or academics," said
Heyen. "You can just enjoy being together,
knowing your time is coming to a close.

not provide

transportation.

"It was a lot offun just cruising around
in the trolley, blasting music and drinking

parties, senior week gave the Class of
2006 one last chance to come together
as a group and reflect on the friendships

It's great to be seeing people and spending
time with your best friends one last time
before you go. To have coordinated events
and then come back to the Mods every
night has been great. Everything came
full circle this week - it was absolutely so
much fun and one of the best at BC."
"1 am quite impressed with how they
planned the week," said Dimeo. "They
were really creative. It has definitely been
awesome, especially going from one Mod
to another Mod. You can just say 'Hey
guys, see ya later, I'm gonna go wander'
and then 100 feet later there's someone
else you know."
"It's one big college melee. It comes
at a point in time when you're ready to
move on. I have loved it here and it's
definitely bittersweet, but I'm glad to end
it the way it has."

The Sunday before Commencement was
packed with activities for parents and
graduates. Rev. William Neenan, S.J.,
peformed the homily for the Baccalaureate
Mass held in Conte Forum (far left and top
middle). Earlier that morning, graduates
from the University's ROTC program were
commissioned into the Army (left and
above). Other activities of the day included
a reception for families after the Mass held
in O'Neill plaza, and a ceremony for Phi
Beta Kappa, the most prestigious honor
society in the nation.

Alumni Association
Just because you're moving away from Chestnut Hill doesn't mean that you
have to feel the distance from your favorite university on the Heights. The Boston
College Alumni Association offers graduates the opportunity to get the most out
of life after BC and stay up-to-date with classmates. Being a BC alum doesn't
have to mean college is just a memory.
PATRICK FOUHY
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Jack Connors, BC '63, speaks at Laetare Sunday on March 26, reflecting on his faith, his church, and his alma mater. Connors is leaving the
Board of Trustees after 26 years as the only man to serve two terms as Chairman of the Board.

Influential philanthropist
makes time for alma mater
By Kevin Armstrong
Heights Senior Staff

donations for the less fortunate.
Connors has been known to advise and
counsel, and to council and devise plans
Four decades and three years ago, a lothat have helped his city and alma mater
from Gasson Tower to the Prudential
cal kid from Dedham named Jack Connors
walked with his class at commencement, Center and everywhere in between. Across
taking in the words from the speaker, and the city there are those who count their
blessings for meeting Connors, whether
moving on with the first diploma in his
it was from financial assistance or just a
family's history.
He was a part of Boston College's
helping hand.
There is a story to Connors and his
centennial class back in 1963. back when
the majoritv of the student populace contributions, a lesson to learn from his
commuted, Man Ann's was just a lolegacy. Earnings were not always diverted
cal watering hole for MBTA workers to to donations. There was a time when he
sneak a drink in before their shift, and was selling Campbell's Soup and making
the names on the diplomas read like the $ 104 per week. He had a Chevy Biscayne,
starting lineup of the Irish national soccer and he also had visions in his head of making a decent wage. In 30 years that is. After
team. It was high times on the Heights
with local New England heroes like John college he served a short stint in the Army.
F. Kennedx and Robert Frost serving as He took his act to New York and worked
speakers throughout the year. Politics and for Batten, Barton. Durstine and Osborne.
There, he enjoyed the life until 1967 when
the university were both still local.
Things have changed, though, since he was working on the Dodge car account
Connors was an undergraduate. There's and was offered a move to Detroit, but
deep down he missed his dirty water.
a residence hall named Vanderslice and
"1 was a Boston kid at heart and a life
a campus named Lower now. There's
more to the school than Devlin, Gasson, in Detroit was not exactly my idea of the
life." said Connors. "I turned down the
Lyons, and Fulton Halls. BC has gone naDetroit job. much
tional, following the
to the anger ofmy
impetus of a loeal
"Some people say that Boston bosses
and pretty
kid named Douglas
College has changed. Tliey are much wrote my
Flutie from Natick
declaration of inand now attracting
right. It has changed. It has
dependence. I told
more than 26,600
better.
And
the
changed
myself 1 would
applicants to Chesttomorrow, it will be even better never again have
nut Hill.
someone deciding
"Some people
than it is today."
where I would live
say that Boston Color
what 1 would
lege has changed,.
Jack Connors
do. So when 1 was
They are right,"
of the Board of back in Boston,
Connors said in a Outgoing Chairman
there were four of
Trustees
speech given at the
us including myB C communion
breakfast on March 26. "It has changed. It self, we went in $1,500 each. 1 didn't
has changed for the better. And tomorrow, even have that much so my dad, who had
recently retired spotted me part of that."
it will be even better than it is today."
Connors and his crew set up shop on
All these \ears later. Connors was
talking about his faith, his church, and Newbury Street 38 years ago. In their first
his alma mater. Broaching the current year they made $37,000 in sales. Now they
issues of the day while reminiscing about are in the billion dollar range.
Hill Holiday was borne out of fourpartdriving cabs from 5 p.m. until 2 a.m. to
help pay tuition back in his day. He talked ners putting in $1,500 each. Now they are
about Holy Cross football games the way responsible for the latest Dunkin' Donuts
national campaign.
current students talk about Notre Dame.
From the humble beginnings on NewStill, the message was clear: if you expect
bun,
Connors has ascended to his office
excel,
must
you
a student body to forever
first ensure that they have firm roots before on the 39th floor of the Hancock Tower.
He says he has risen one floor per year in
grow ing wings.
his 38 years with the company. From his
That's the thing about Connors. Decades have come and gone, but he has window he can look down on the original
remained a steady presence at BC. He's Newbury Street office that was the site
of his personal revolution. Appropriate,
moved on from driving cabs to the markethim
today, that the John Hancock tower office
ing/advertising industry that once had
should be the signature symbol of his writjet setting to offices in Pans, London, and
Sydney as the CEO at the world renowned ing a personal declaration of independence
almost four decades ago.
communications firm Hill, Holiday, ConHaving held political clout and a level
nors, and Cosmopulous, Inc.
of
on the campus that boasts Silvio
sway
school,
we
were
in
we
would
"When
O. Conte Forum and Tip O'Neill Library,
go to class, work part time, drive cabs,
and at the end of the route donate blood," Connors was one of the president's men
for both Rev. William P. Leahy, S.J. and
said Tom Ryan, a friend of Connors" who
Rev. Donald Monan, S.J., assisting them
met him on freshman orientation and
in
their leadership as he exhibited stewardas
student
treasurer
government
served
ship for the Board of Trustees.
to Connors as vice president before risHe came to the board in September of
ing to prominence as the President of the
1979 as one of the first non-Jesuit board
American Stock Exchange. "In a way we
members and more than a quarter century
were hustlers."
later, he leaves his chairmanship on the
Be not mistaken, though, Connors was
board this year having served 25 of the last
not a hustler in the underworld sense. Bet26 as a BC trustee. He's BC's Sinatra, the
ter vet, he was the one who could build
majorities and introduce new thoughts. To only man to serve two terms as Chairman
this day, there is a warmth to his words, a of the Board.
"Boston College was the first to give
strong nature to his purpose. He's a salesme that opportunity and it led to me workman, using wit and warmth as icebreakers.
ing with others like Brandeis University
With an advertising acumen that puts him
world,
and
with hospitals like Partners," said
he has turned
ahead in the business
profits into benefits for his family and Connors. "It's funny, though. The> had me

for

?

pinned from the beginning. No one ever
invited me to be a part of their academic
planning committees. I was always in
charge of development."
Just how influential is he? Check the
list of current trustees. Among the names
is Bob Kraft, owner of the New England
Patriots. Rewind back a few years when
Kraft first joined the board, and there's a
"Jack story." Each of the members went
around the room giving their spiel on
why they wanted to accept the position
and how honored they were to be in their
chair at that table. When it came time for
Kraft to give his reason, he said simply,
"Jack Connors invited me to be here."
Enough said.
When Connors calls, people say yes.
When people call Connors, he can't say
no.
He breaks the ice with the best of
them, usually display ing a self deprecating

demeanor but never a pushover's disposition. The recent Healthcare decision that
was struck in Massachusetts, which is the
first of its kind in the nation, had Connors'
fingerprints all over it, and the revamping
of the Catholic school system is a new
target, better put. a new challenge. He is
clearing out of BC's boardroom, but his
table is still set, never settling on the status
quo regarding issues he cares about.
"The thing about Jack is that 1 have
never heard him say no," said Monan.
"With all the fundraising campaigns and
business that he conducts, he has never
complained and has helped to make this
university w hat it is today with his visions
and with his willingness to get to work.
Both through civic work and private balance. Jack has helped both Boston and
Boston College tremendously. He was
never satisfied. He always found new ways
to raise money.''
There is a difference, in life, between
doing good and doing well. Connors hasn't
had issues with money for years, but he
has had money for issues. His core four
charitable projects reflect his upbringing
and profession: hospitals, the Catholic
Church, businesses, and government. For
the hospitals, he has opened his wallet.
For him. they have opened their wings.
Though his family's name graces the walls
and insignias on donor lists, the gesture is
anything but nominal. The donations are
not write-offs on his tax forms. Rather,
they are usually used to help those in this
society who have been written off long
before their talent has been given the opportunity to flourish.
"The way 1 look at it, going to college
was something that opened up opportunities and doors for me that 1 never would
have had without it," said Connors. "1 figured it was pay back time, and even when 1
was not making that much money 1 always
gave back a little something. My parents
and grandparents never had the chances 1
did, and 1 knew that."
The young man from Holy Name Parish in Roslmdale. Mass, is now the head
man at Hill Holiday, an Eagle sitting atop
the Boston business world in his Flancock
tower perch. The first of his family to
graduate from college, he had no plan
for commencement when he entered the
Chestnut Hill campus 47 years ago. Now
he leaves the board of trustees behind,
trusting that new Eagles will fund hospital
wings and weave a Jesuit education into
the social fabric for the future.
Connors likes to say that the future belongs to those who prepare for it. Let that
be our lesson. Because of Connors, BC's
future is prepared for and well endowed.
Let that be his legacy.

-Find your home away from home with your regional chapter ofthe Alumni
Association. Ifyou live in one of the 40-plus regional areas, you are automatically
a member. The chapters also have membership programs (with dues ranging from
$20-30), in which you receive discounts to select chapter and athletic events.
-Soon the days of checking Agora and the Facebook will be long gone,
but the Internet will continue to supply you with what you want to know. The
Alumni Online Community not only provides you with an online classmate
directory, but also serves as a link to career services and maintains an @bc.edu
e-mail forwarding address. Just don't forget your Eagle ID number, which you
need for registration.

-The association's ClassesProgram doesn't involve any homework or exams.
Rather, it helps coordinate special class events on campus, such as Masses, dinners, or community service projects. Contact the Alumni Association if you'd be
interested in volunteering to be a class leader to help plan events.
?

Source: The BC Alumni Association Website

THANK YOU
seniors of
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We would like to thank the members of the
class of 2006 who served The Heights in any
way while they were at Boston College. From
the people who read copy pages on the couch
to selling ads on the phone, from our departing
staffers to our former editors, each and every
one of you helped make this paper what it is
today and deserve your recognition.
Thank You and
Congratulations to the Class of 2006.
Ashley
Kevin Allocca
Melissa Abruzzese
Caroline Arre
Amorello Kevin Armstrong
Emily Berg Christy Berkery Meg Beste Walshe
Birney Chris Bolman Ryan Brown Brittany
Brown Sarah Byron Chris Cahill PhilCaputo
Erin Carreiro
Dan Carrow
Chris Carty
Canyon Cody Maureen Cooke Maurya Couvares
Tim Czerwienski Kunal Dave Pete Deangelis
Frank DiCocco Will Downey Megan Dubas
Daniel Elliott Shawna Gallagher Vega 'Taylor
Goodell Brigirte Hamadey Brendan Hamilton
Emily Hayden Katie Hayes
Tom Harlukowicz
Jay Hedstrom Ryan Heffernan Taylor Heyen
Will Hobson Mike Huntowski Terry Kasyan
Dan Last Amanda Lee Tim
Jeffrey Laßroad
Malone Jessica Mannix Bryan Mattei Brian
Mickelson
Dan Milano Amanda Montesano
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John Murray
Lindsay Morton
Kristen O'Leary Rosanne Palatucci Samßeidy
Mairead Ridge Stephanie Roche Matt Roman
April Rondeau Kevin Sawyer Kevin Schohl
Ryan Scudellari Todd Seekircher Alex Sharp
Brady Smith
Andrew Smith
Kathryn Short
Alex
Stoffel
Bora Song JeffSoo Meredith
Kathryn
Timiraos Allison Watras Tom Wells
Werner Matthew Werner David Wilson Brett
Danielle
Liz Winiarski Jan Wolfe
Wilzbach
Jason
Yu
Wyka
Jacqueline
Woods

Erin Morin
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Kevin's final goodbye: his
Commencement speech
(Pause for uncomfortable laughter.)
Before preparing this speech, I thought 1
should know what the word "commencement"
meant. It comes from the Latin comminus, which
means to wear square hats, although it is argued
that it comes from the Greek commumis, which
means to sit through the reading of a very long
list of names.
No matter what its origins, we can all agree
that people who know the origins of words are

Kevin Allocca

not fun.

So they wouldn't let me give a Commencement

speech.

You have to be the valedictorian or a cabinet
member or something.
I thought you still would have liked to hear
what was going to say, so here is the text of the
speech was going to read if they were going to
let me present a Commencement speech:

1

I

Good morning. (Wave.)
How are you feeling?
(Wait for response.)
1 said: How are you feeling today, Boston

College?
(Continue annoyingly until crowd cheers.)
I'm feeling good. Confident. A little hunsolid.
gover. But
It is an honor to speak to you on such a day,
primarily because at 8 years old, I never thought
I'd be standing here so many years later. Not
because I grew up in hardship, but because at
that age I assumed I'd be finishing astronaut
...

ninja school at this time.
Oh, if only I hadn't received that rejection
from the Aeronautical-NinjitsuAcademy, things
would be different today.
I should open with a quotation. I believe it
was Homer Simpson who said, "You tried your
best and you failed miserably. The lesson is:
'Never try.'" I think that lesson applies here quite
well for all of you that failed out of college
(Pause for laughs.)
Umm
ah. Yes. I believe it was Stephen
Wright who said, "If toast always lands butterside down, and cats always land on their feet,
what happens if you strap toast on the back of a
cat and drop it?" Tis our job, as college graduates, to go out and solve these great mysteries
of the world. For, who is better prepared to tie
food to animals and throw them than a graduate
of BC? (Pause for dramatic effect.) No one.
(Wait for sparse applause.)
Indeed, you will go on to many great things.
Some of you will be corporate CEOs. Some of
you will be famous artists. Some of you will
wed immigrants in order to help them secure
citizenship. You'll do it because you're socially
conscious and that's the Jesuit way. Some of
you will do jobs they haven't invented yet, like
a laser-gun repairman or the guy that stops too
many people from getting in the teleporter at the
same time. Some ofyou might be governors or
presidents.
Regardless of what happens, there's one thing
that will never change: I will have compromising photos of all of you doing obscene things
in the Mods that I will sell to anyone who will
...

...

pay me.

(Pause for heckling from Latin majors.)
Settle down both ofyou.
Graduation is a time of changes. A time to
leave one phase of our lives behind and to "commence" that's probably where the name comes
from - another phase.
So it's a fitting time to come clean about a few
past indiscretions, the many things you didn't
know about me during my college career. For
example, I broke the glass door to your residence
-

hall those limes.
1 held up Jermaine Watson at gunpoint.
I invented Optional Dining Bucks.
I led the commission to get Nappy Roots
atBC.
1 fought tooth and nail for "... Get Ready."
I was the one that regularly exposed myself
to joggers around the Reservoir.
1 blocked the changing of the nondiscrimination clause because I like to, nay, I demand to
discriminate against other heterosexuals.
I invented a capella music,
1 brought back The Observer ... and started
the Global Justice Project.
I refereed the Duke game.
I closed Mary Ann's ... and then reopened it
without washing the floor.
I figured out how to sell season tickets over
the Internet.
I drive the Newton Bus.
I am Condoleezza Rice.
(Wait for cheers/boos.)
I have done many great things for this school,
and this school has done many great things for

Becoming a woman for others
After four years, I'm still im-

pressed by the uniqueness of BC.
When I became a tour guide myself,
I made a point of telling families
my firm belief that there just isn't
another university like this one. That
line wasn't a marketing ploy, either.

Shawna Gallagher Vega
It's something in the air.
1 just don't know how else to
describe it. It was in the air the first
time 1 visited Boston College, the
summer before my senior year in
high school. I took a campus tour on
a cold, cloudy day in July, but the bad
weather didn't faze me. I was more
struck by the demeanor of everyone
I met, the atmosphere of the college.
People were happy to be here, and
moresignificantly, they were happy to
be helping me while 1 was here.
It was quite a change from the
feeling I'd gotten at other schools. At
some colleges, tour guides and admissions staff seemed to be going through
the motions; at other places, the
people 1 met were downright bored.
But something was different at BC.
I couldn't define that difference with
any precision, but I knew 1 wanted
to be educated in the atmosphere I
felt in Chestnut Hill. Other schools
offered me more financial aid, but all
the money in the world couldn't take
me away from this place.

I told it like I saw it, and what I saw
was extraordinary.
Think about it. At orientation, we
were greeted with five words emblazoned on a banner, and those words
followed us through our college careers: Men and Women for Others. Not
Men and Women for Wealth, or Men
and Women for Fame, or even Men
and Women for Brilliance Men and
Women for Others. But they weren't
just words. Over the past four years,
I've seen that phrase put into action in
small ways and large ways - in more
ways than 1 could ever count. And I
consider that a privilege.
I guess it's only natural that we
reflect more as seniors, but I've been
finding myself very thankful for the
privilege of BC lately. 1 always appreciated BC, and I was influenced by
the people around me, but before this
semester I didn't sit around thinking
about how much this place means to
me. I do that now. It took the weekly
reflections of my Capstone class and
the soul-searching of leading Kairos to
make me do it, but it was better late
than never. In the past six months, I've
-

gained more through that reflection
than I have in the entirety ofmy four
years, because I learned to be grateful
for that something in the air that I felt
the first time I visited BC.
I know what that "something"
was now. It was the greatest lesson
I learned here and-it wasn't taught
in the classroom. It was taught in
relationships. Becoming a woman for
others was that lesson, and I learned
it by example. When my professors
went out of their way to help me, I
learned. When my friends dropped
what they were doing to comfort me, I
learned. When my peers, through their
service, challenged me to do more
for the world, I learned. I learned that
being for others is a practical goal,
met through small, practical actions
and I learned to thank God for all
the people who exercised those actions
toward me.
If you haven't taken a couple of
hours to reflect upon your own lessons
yet, do it soon. BC will never be as
fresh in our memories as it is now, and
we' 11 never be in a better position to do
some good with what we've learned
from the people around us. Our lives
are just beginning. That's why my
greatest wish for our graduating class
is simply a reflection of our past:
May we all strive, in the most genuine of ways, to be men and women
for others.
-

It all comes down to the people

me.

Tim Czerwienski

As I leave you here today, I pledge to donate
$27 million to BC for the renaming of 90 St.
Thomas More Rd., finally, so that it will now
be called "Arsenio Hall."
(Pause for boisterous applause.)
People say that college years are the best
years ofyour life. Those people spend too much
time looking back. And not enough looking
forward.
(Punctuate with theatrical hand gestures.)
My best years have yet to come. And so
have yours.
So Go Right Out and be kings.
Go forth ... and multiply. Create little, attractive Jesuit children. Spread our legacy across
the land.
We shall meet again, when you and I, together, walk across the face of the sun in golden
shoes with the winds of destiny being forged
around us.
(Stare blankly at audience and realize you've
taken the metaphors too far.)
... Thank you.

There's an atmosphere at college
that a lot of us probably won't experience ever again. 1 don't mean the
academic atmosphere, although of
course that's important and unique.
It's not driven by the school itself as
much as it's driven by the kids that live
next door to you, or in the Mods, or up
in Fitzpatrick, or down in Cleveland
Circle. 1 don't mean your friends,
necessarily. I mean everybody.
There's an atmosphere at college,
a social and intellectual atmosphere
that I'd never come across before. 1
come from one of the bluest counties in one of the bluest states in the
country, but 1 had never come across
an honest to goodness Marxist quasianarchist before 1 came to college.
I'd come across conservative peers
before, but I'd never met one whose
views weren't driven by xenophobia,

homophobia, and plain old ignorance
until 1 came to college. In fact, I hadn't
come across very many people whose
philosophical and ideological opinions
were well-informed and intellectually
defensible until I came to college. It
was refreshing to see.

in the crucible of Boston College and
you get a community where, on any
given day, you can meet the most

It's not about the curriculum, or the
buildings. It's about the people. The
people I've met here have brought the
world to me. I'd never met a person
from Minnesota before; now, I can't
count on my fingers the number of
people from Minnesota that I know.
Four years ago, what reason would
1 have had to ever drive from Jersey
to Michigan? None, until I made a
friend that needed some company on
the long drive home after graduation.
Four years ago, whose floor would I
have slept on during Spring Break in
Paris? Nobody's.
For as different as we all are, I
find the things that unite us to be
just as compelling. We all came here
to learn, and we're all pretty bright
kids. The vast majority of us left
home to come here, whether home
is in southern California or down the
block in Brighton. We have the city
in common. Put all of that together

monalities that I've come to cherish
in certain people, but there are other,
smaller details that have made the
experience what it is. Where else
but in a community like this would
I have found other people my age
that appreciate the band Brand New?
Where else would I have found any of
a dozen people who think that buying
a Quebec Nordiques throwback jersey
is a tremendous investment?
I guess what has made college so
great is that it's a place where people
actually believe in things. That's
important. Whether it's social justice
or the idea that spinning your men on
the foosball table is out of the question, free market capitalism or love,
it's important to believe in things. It's
the people that believe in things that
make the best company, and there's a
density of those people here that we
all will miss, whether we realize it

provocative, interesting, frustrating,
awful, wonderful, or beautiful person
you ever imagined.
There are big, ideological com-

now or not.

VOICES FROM THE MODS: WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY OF THE MODS?

"The cab driver driving into the backyard
and getting stuck. Or the motor cop driving
through the backyard, weaving around people
and beeping."

"For the Florida State game we had a pig roast
and it got advertised on ESPN. The administration wasn't too happy so we had to do a
lot of compliance. We had a couple hundred
people back here, it was great."

?ModBA

"Trash can bowling. We set up six trash cans
at the end of the yard, got this ginormous ball
at Target with a hole in it, put someone in the
ball, and rolled it from the tree down to the
fence. We hope to make it a tradition in this

quad."

?Mod 288

"Tuesday morning party. We threw a party
starting at 9 a.m. in the middleof a regular
school week, and it was broken up by the cops
an hour later. A couple hundred peoplecame
dressed as their favoritetheme. It was something we'd wanted to do all during college,
and it finally came to fruition."

?Mod 20A
?Mods 3 IB and 29A

"Tailgating for the last senior football game
It was fun just grilling and hanging out and
dancing before the game."

"When the can lady goes for your cans and
takes your food too. And the empty 30s floating around backyards like tumbleweeds."

"The varsity basketball party that we had right
here. There was a DJ, which is illegal. The
entire basketball team was here."

"The Modstock concert, because we were
front row. The opening band even stopped by
to say hello."

?Mod 5A

?Mod 298

?Mod 34A

?Mod 15A

By Lisa Cook and Caitlin White
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Remember that time

...

While you spent Senior Week celebrating your final few days at BC,
we decided to track down a few of the best moments of your four years

here. A number of seniors wrote downwhat they will hold onto when they

leave, althoughyou'll have to excuse their misspellings and bad handwriting. It was, after all, 1 p.m. during Senior Week.
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TOP NEWS STORIES 2002-2006

From crisis to hope: A look back at four years
C2l responds to church scandal
In the immediate aftermath of the
Catholic Church's sexual abuse scandal.
Boston College created the Church in the
21st Century (C2l) initiative in September 2002. Due to the University's close
proximity to the heart ofthe scandal - the
Archdiocese of Boston was located right
across the street and its prominence as
a Jesuit, Catholic institution. BC was frequently looked to for commentary during
the scandal. University President William
P. Leahy, S.J., took charge and led BC
to become the first Catholic college to
examine the church's crisis.
Originally planne4as a two-year project, C2l was designed to explore underlying questions raised by three issues: the
roles of lay men and women and clergy,
handing on the faith to future generations,
and sexuality in the Catholic tradition and
contemporary culture. A fourth focus on
the Catholic Intellectual Tradition has
since been added.
As a result ofthe program's resounding
success over 25,000 people attended its
events in two years, and 160.000 subscribed to its publications - C2l became a
permanent part of the school in September
2004. Tim Muldoon, BC '92, became the
program's first director in April 2005.
Nearly 6,000 people attended this year's
top C2l attraction, "Catholic Politicians in
the U.S.: Their Faith and Public Policy,"
a panel featuring Tim Russert, James
Carville, Peggy Nooi-$r£Si&J2J§ nne > an d
Ed Gillespie.
-

University buys Archdiocese land
The University's agreement with the
Archdiocese of Boston to purchase the

Brighton Campus land in June 2004
played into its mission of becoming the
premier Catholic institution in the nation.
As BC prepares to finalize its campus
master plan - aimed at making the physical
landscape of the campus more appealing
the acquisition and future de\ elopment
of Brighton Campus remains essential. Initially, the purchase ofthe combined 43.25
acres was made with two motives in mind.
At that time, the Archdiocese desperately
needed to repay roughly $90 million in
loans used for settlements in clergy abuse
cases. BC recognized this problem and
made a fair offer for the property.
The land was also viewed as prime
grounds for the implementation of the
University's MasterPlan. Architects envision a fine arts center along with a sky walk
across Commonwealth Avenue, creating
a more dynamic entrance to campus.
Other developments may include graduate
housing and athletic fields, among other
buildings.
Unrelated to these reasons, the acquisition ofBrighton Campus would later allow
BC to join universities across the country
in accepting students from New Orleans,
following the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina.
Despite the apparent benefits that the
Brighton Campus purchase brought to
the table, it did not go without criticism.
Boston City Councilor Jerry McDermott
openly bashed the acquisition, telling the
Allston-Brighton TAB that "for a nationally
renowned Catholic university to play a
hand in letting a Catholic grammar school
close for their own gain is just unspeakable. [BC is] no friend to this community
and for them to pretend otherwise is just
such an offense." His remarks pointed to
the closing of Our Lady of Presentation
School, a grammar school once located
on the Brighton Campus land.
The Heights editorial board denounced
McDermott's claims as unfounded, given
the extended collaboration between BCrelated service programs and the AllstonBrighton community.
O.N.E. movement demands action
In the spring of 2004, a grassroots
student movement called Obeying No
Establishment (0.N.E.) issued a list of
16 demands to University President Rev.
William P. Leahy, S.J., calling attention
to issues primarily of racial diversity.
The students, who used rallies, vigils, and
protests to express themselves, demanded
the diversification of the history core, the
finalization of candidates for the director
of the Office of Institutional Diversity
(the then-Office of Affirmative Action),
and the filling of the Honorable David S.
Nelson Chair.
Also among their demands were
for representatives from the Office of
AHANA Student Programs (OASP) and
the Women's Resource Center (WRC) to
speak at summer orientation and that Bos-

adopt a Socially Responsible
Investing policy.
Though none of the demands were
met immediately, the movement initiated
several committees where students could
work together with the University vice
presidents toward resolving some of the
demands.
"O.N.E. raised very legitimate issues," said Dean for Student Development Robert Sherwood. "It brought the
vice presidents to the table and had them
ton College

Day, or felt his influence shape their understandings of Catholicism were most
poignantly affected by his death. Students
studying abroad in Italy also described the
solemn mood of the thousands of Catholics who had gathered in prayer outside
the Vatican.
On April 19, 2005, Joseph Ratzinger
was elected to succeed the late Pope John
Paul 11, becoming Pope Benedict XVI.
In his brief papacy so far, Benedict has
emphasized the need to return to the basic
Christian values and to work to slow the
secularization occurring in many Catholic
nations.

realize they could only benefit by having
more contact."
Many of the demands were already
underway when the movement coalesced,
but some tangible results have been seen
since then. Richard Jefferson was hired as
the director of the Office for Institutional
Diversity. Dr. Cynthia Young was hired as
the director ofthe Black Studies Program,
which is now known as African and African Diaspora Studies Program. Though
candidates were finalized for the Nelson
Chair last spring, the position remains
empty today. In response to accusations
of racial profiling, the BC Police Department now releases statistics regarding the
race of its arrests, has amended the citizen
complaint process, and created a "Student
Tips of Police Stops" brochure to educate
students of their rights when confronted
by police.

Pope John Paul II dies
Despite the miles of separation be-

tween BC and the Vatican, the death of

Pope John Paul II on April 2, 2005 left
a significant mark on campus. Students
expressed both sadness at the loss of the
pope, whose second-longest pontificate
saw the advancement of the church in
many ways, and comfort at the fact that

the pope's suffering had ended.
At 84 years old, the pope had not only
lead the church into the new millennium
but had striven to define the role of the
church in the modern world. Through his
numerous travels and countless meetings
with influential world leaders. Pope John
Paul 11 had spoken out against many political and social ideologies in addition to
defending some of the more conservative
traditions of thechurch. Regarded by all as
a "builder of bridges" between the nations
and peoples of the world. Pope John Paul
II stressed a "universal call to holiness"
above all else.
Those who had held audience with the
pope, heard him speak at a World Youth

Students seek GLBT equality
Following several weeks of meetings
and compromises between student groups
and administrators, the University released
a revised nondiscrimination clause in May
2005. The modified clause, still applicable
today, affirms BC's commitment to "maintain a welcoming environment" for all
people, regardless of sexual orientation.
The revision of the clause came as a result of a larger movement for homosexual
equality, which was highlighted as a result
of the University's failure to fill the Rattigan Endowed Professorship in English.
Two openly gay professors under top
consideration for the appointment were
ultimately not offered the position, and a
letter submitted to The Heights questioned
the influence that the sexual orientation
ofthe two nominees may have had in that
decision.
The gay rights movement of last year
also saw the creation of the GLBT Leadership Council (GLC) and a campus-wide
protest that drew an estimated 1,500

participants.
During the rally, students, faculty, and
staff expressed their concern for the University to create an atmosphere comfortable for individuals ofany sexual orientation. A revised nondiscrimination policy,
they said, was crucial for the University
to adopt so that such an environment of
respect could be achieved.
The Undergraduate Government of
BC (UGBC) Senate voted 20-1 last year
in favor of the creation of the GLC, a
semi-independent governing body to address GLBT issues. The 2005-2006 school
year marked the first for the GLC, which

continues to stand up for gay rights issues
in the movement toward homosexual
equality.
The revised clause, which says the
University will comply with state laws that
prohibit discrimination because of sexual
orientation, does not mention nondiscrimination under federal law. Reaction to the
clause has been mixed, as many students
and faculty want full legal protection
against discrimination. The confusion
in the clause came up this year when the
University cancelled the GLC-sponsored
dance in December, explained by administrators to be in conflict with BC's ideals
as a Catholic institution.

University focuses on community
Aug. 29, 2005 proved to be a day that
would change the lives of hundreds of BC
students - affecting both students native
to the Gulf Coast region and those who
volunteered countless hours to aid in the
region's recovery. Hurricane Katrina,
while causing over $115 billion in damage, also evoked an immense showing of
compassion and the desire to help on the
part of BC students who epitomized the
ideal of "men and women for others."
BC hosted 150 visiting students displaced from universities in the region for
the entire fall semester. Housed on the
newly-acquired Brighton Campus, the
students from Loyola and Tulane Universities were able to take classes through
the Woods College ofAdvancing Studies,
ensuring that even though many aspects
of their lives were disrupted by the storm,
their educations would not be.
Coordinated efforts by the UGBC, the
Volunteer and Service Learning Center
(VSLC), Residential Life, and the Office
of the Dean for Student Development
(ODSD) raised over $24,000 in aid for
hurricane victims. The money was collected by more than a hundred volunteers
at the first home football game. Several hundred volunteers, working through
Campus Ministry, VSLC, the UGBC,
the Presidential Scholars Program, Appalachia, and InlerVarsity also dedicated
their winter and spring breaks to assist in
rebuilding efforts.
Keith Evans. Pilar London, and Lai-Yan
Tang contributed to this article.
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FOUR YEARS OF ATHLETICS

From Big East to ACC
and a few stops between
By

Kevin Armstrong
Heights Senior Staff

It was the lead paragraph on
page one of the Greensboro News
and Observer's sports page, and
the writer apparently wanted
to lead a charge against Boston

College.
"Whose big fat idea was it
anyway to invite Boston College
to join the ACC?"
The writing was on the sports
pages before it could ever become
writing on the wall. It was funny
material to begin BC's first ever
championship Sunday at the ACC
Tournament. The writer obviously had aspirations of comedy
writing, what with his timing and
keen sense for what his audience
wanted. But the sad part is that
he wasn't so much looking to
write comedy. The shame of it is
that he was writing drama, if not
tragedy.
"I don't think we're crashing
anybody's party. Ya'U better just
get used to this. Not justus, but Miami and Virginia Tech," said head
coach Al Skinner when asked ifhe
felt that he disappointed Carolina'
and Duke fans by crashing their
potential rematch from last week's
battle at Cameron Indoor Stadium.
"You all should welcome us with
open arms."
That quote appeared in papers
across the country as local writers
and the national press alike took
notice ofthe New England school,
proving that wins and losses have
no accents, just the common
language of finality in the record
books.
And that is what must be understood now. BC is no longer
the freshman in the ACC, nor is
it a parochial power. It is now a
sophomore, looking to settle in
and build on what have been the
best four years in school history, in
what is ever growing in image and
content as a national power.
What we need to do is remember the past as the future comes in.
Let's put this all in perspective as
we zoom out.

Technically, ourSuperfan shirts
say: Fly Like an Eagle. What do
1 remember most from freshman
year football games? "St. Pierre's
pass intended for ..." coming
across the loudspeaker.
Be honest, when you saw Jameer Nelson and St. Joseph's
whoop up on the basketball team in
our first game as students, did you
ever think thatTim Russert would
become our own version of Spike
Lee on the sideline? Ever think that
Coach K would be praying while
holding rosary beads on the Conte
Forum sideline? Ever think that the
referees would rule in favor of an
old guard ACC team like Duke?
OK, one of those previous situations does not fit with the others.
Back to Russert. When you saw
Wisconsin-Milwaukee written in
as our second-round opponent
last year, did you think that we
would be downed by Bruce Pearl's
version of Meet the Press. Also,

do you think that Dave Kxueger,
Baldwin, will some day come
back to beat up on us in the NCAA
Tournament?
Doug Flutie playing the drums
is a top moment. Now he is retired,
and you are an alumnus. You must
feel like an era has passed, or that
Flutie finally looks old enough
to walk into Mary Ann's without
our

photo backup.
True story digression. I was
once in line at Hillside behind
Flutie, and the cashier asked if
he was a student or non-student.
Flutie leaned in, let the youngster
take a closer look. The kid looked.
Flutie smiled, and the cashier
proceeded to charge him with the
full amount for the drink. Think
capitalism and fundraising are not
of the utmost importance to BC?
Think again. For the record, Flutie
drank half his cup of soda inside
the line and refilled before paying.
To say the least, he got the most out
of his money, just like he got the
best out of his body.
On the basketball front, Skinner
was once asked about coaching
against Herb Sendek ofNC State.
He said it was like playing chess.
When asked to confirm whether
he played chess often, Skinner replied, "Nah, I'm more of a checkers man myself."
In a Beanpot postgame press
conference, Jerry York was waxing
philosophic about how well Matti
Kaltiainen had played. He then
went on to describe how well "our
guys really strapped on our skates
and drove down the field."
Things have changed here.
Local kids are still attracted to
the region's premier Division I
power. But now there are kids
from California and Texas who are
interested in Chestnut Hill. Look at
the most successful athletes over
the past four years. There were
Midwest whiz kids named Patrick
and Ben Eaves. In basketball there
was Minneapolis native Troy Bell
and Los Angeles product Craig
Smith. Football had a local guy
named Derrick Knight rewrite the
rushing record book, but it also had
a Mormon named Paul Petersen
and Indianapolis resident Mathias
Kiwanuka grow from being a
wannabe basketball player to a
first-round draft pick by the New
York Giants.
Speaking of familial connections, ever think Chris Snee would
be a second-round draft pick?
Follow up question: did you think
that the father of your college
sweetheart would draft you onto
his team without thinking about
the punishment he can give you
in sled drills?
Did you ever think that ESPN's
College GameDay would broadcast live from outside of Carney Hall? Did you think that the
Florida State game was a seminal
moment in the ACC even though
the Seminoles got to us in the end?
Of Corso, you did. With Chris
Fowler, Kirk Herbstreit and Lee
Corso on stage, BC was officially
welcomed to the ACC stage, which

for all intents and purposes, is the
national stage.
You learned that divorce can
be rough and involve myriads
of lawyers, forcing you to learn
legalese while navigating through
the courts. That's what a college
education is for, though. In the end,
you can say this, it is much easier
being Gene DeFilippo these days.
It just isn't easy being Big East
commissioner Mike Tranghese.
Still.
BC's best players are not all
coming from the South Shore,
anymore. They are just as likely
today to come from ACC country
and New Jersey's Don Bosco Prep
as they are to hail from Foxboro or
Newton North High School.
What you have witnessed over
the past four years is the growth
of an athletics department that has
now risen to national acclaim for
its depth as much as its balance of
schoolwork and scoring. Football
tops the graduation rates race and
more and more athletes are showing up with 3.0 GPAs or better.
But that's not all the fan base
worries about. Wins are still calculated. Tickets need to be sold and
donors are not as willing to finance
top-level programs without seeing

top-level returns.
In four years, you saw two
conferences. You saw Duke and
Syracuse reawaken the Conte
Coffin and you saw a bowl game
each year. OK., you saw the Motor
City Bowl, the Diamond Walnut
San Francisco Bowl, and MPC
Computers Bowl in Boise, Idaho.
And oh, the pain. Remember Diamond Ferry? Whose big fat idea
was it anyway to let him run all
over us? Was Dana Bible calling
the plays on defense? He took the
BC out of the BCS. Simple math.
We are graduating having never
lost to Notre Dame in football. My
3-0 scorebook compares favorably
with my sister's who was 1-3 as a
member of Domer nation.
You saw women's basketball at
its best with Sweet Sixteen performances and you saw hockey play
in two Frozen Fours, let alone that
overtime in the national title game
was a post away.
As we graduate, the state ofathletics has never been better. Field
hockey and women's soccer both
made the NCAA tourney and both
will be powers in years to come as
the reputation boost only brings
more talent and acclaim.
For 52 years, the ACC functioned just fine without BC. Now,
BC is synonymous with ACC.
Whose big fat idea was it to
invite BC? I'm not sure of who
first threw out the idea, but ACC
commissioner John Swofford was
the trigger puller.
It was his big fat idea, and
it was BC's big fat success this
past year that put questions about
whether BC belongs to the back
burner and questions of how long
it will take to win championships
in the forefront.
What a difference a year makes.
What a program big wins make.
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Rice
ignores

Proud
day for
grads
Commencement, from

politics,
protests

I

"This commencement day is
also about mission, about examining our lives and asking if we are
responding to God's call as we
should, about reviewing our goals
in light of our values and beliefs,
about making sure that our priorities are well ordered," said Leahy.
"We live in a world that desperately needs individuals who will share
their gifts, who are committed to
serve, whose lives are marked by
faith, hope, and love."
Following Leahy's remarks,
Cutberto Garza, the Academic
Vice President, introduced each
of the honorary guests and Leahy
bestowed their honorary degree
hoods on them. The recipients
included Kenneth Hackett, the
former director of Catholic Relief
Services, Pierre Imbert, a local
activist for immigrants and Haitian
rights, and Elizabeth White, RSCJ,
a retired English professor at both
Newton College of the Sacred
Heart and BC.
After Rice's speech and the
conferring of all the degrees, Rev.
Thomas O'Malley introduced
Elizabeth O'Day as the recipient
of the Edward H. Finnegan, S.J.
Award, for her excellence in studies and service throughout her
four years.
To finish the ceremony Archbishop Sean Cardinal O'Malley
offered a Benediction and the
Nunziata brothers, Anthony and
William,'both A&S '06, sang the
Alma Mater.

Rice,

from I

Rev. William P. Leahy, S.J., and
some of the faculty remained
standing and holding "Not in
my name" fliers as Rice gave
her 23-minute speech.
The only significant disruption came a minute or so into the
speech when several audience
members heckled Rice while
unfurling a sign that read "BC
Honors Lies and Torture" and a
Texas state flag. The protestors
stopped yelling after several
seconds and were forced to take
down the banners by security
about five minutes later.
Earlier a plane had flown
over flying a banner that read
"Your war is a dishonor," but
the plane left before the ceremony actually began.
Rice took the second part of
her speech to encourage seniors
to make commencement a "new
and glorious beginning" to have
an affect on the world beyond
BC.
"Progress is humankind's
ability to view more and more
of our differences, whether of
race or religion or culture or
gender, not as a license to kill
or a cause for repression, but as
matters ofno moral significance
whatsoever," she said. "It is
[the seniors'] responsibility as
educated people to reject these
prejudices and to help close the
gaps of justice and opportunity
that still divide our nation and
our world."
The speech was well received overall, hitting on the
hackneyed commencement
speech truisms with no mention
of Iraq, Iran, North Korea, or
any other major foreign policy
issue unlike McCain, who
supported the war in Iraq in
or the
both of his addresses
ongoing protest.
"It was a very well-written
speech, and an appropriate
speech to celebrate the commencement," Maggie Hurley,
LSOE '06.
Rice acknowledged in the
end that it was neither her nor
the day itself that the 3,234
graduates were celebrating.
"What really matters is not
what you have learned and not
what is said to you on this day,
but what you do with all the
days ahead of you."
-

-

See the full text of Secretary
Rice's speech online at www.
bcheights.com.

Rice talks Catholic education and degree controversy in interview
Interview,from 1

can be done about those situations?

reaching out to kids who perhapswouldn't
otherwise have had an opportunity a lot
of first-generation college graduates. It's
a very special place in that way. 1 also
have had my experiences with Catholic
education and I'm rather fond of Catholic
education. I think it tends to have a kind of
rigor and discipline that is missing in a lot
of institutions.
Question: You mentioned a Catholic
education. You had a different look at Denver University and teaching at Stanford,
-

and then going to Notre Dame. What's been
the difference?
Rice: I went to Catholic high school,
actually: St. Mary's Academy in Denver.
Sisters of Loretta in Denver. But I think
our religious schools in America are quite
special because they uphold their traditions, their religious tradition, but they do
it in a context that still allows freedom of
thought and freedom of expression, and it's
very interesting that some ofour strongest
academic institutions are also religious
institutions. We talk so much in the United
States about separationof church and state,
but of course what that meant was that
there wouldn't be any state religion and
people would be free to choose to be religious or not. But religion of course plays
an extremely important role in the United
States and our institutions our educational
institutions have married it quite well..
Question: Obviously BC is a Jesuit
school where there is a lot of talk about
social justice. A couple of the issues that
have been talked about on campus include
Darfur and child soldiers in Uganda. What
-

-

Rice: I'm glad you asked. Very often
people think only about the administration's policies in the war on terror. But
let me talk about a few other things that
have been very important to this president:
Darfur. When the president first came to
office he wanted to do something about
Sudan and he asked former Sen. Jack
Danforth to become an envoy and we
got a comprehensive peace agreement
that settled the decades-old civil war between the North and the South, where the
southern Christians had been bombed by
the North, where there had been millions
of people killed in that civil war, and the
United States brokered that arrangement.
Before we could completely, however, put
that into place, Darfur broke out, and the
United States has been in the lead. It is
the United States that has given, to date,
about 89 percent of the food aid that has
gone into Darfur through the World Food
Program. It has been the United States that
has been pushing for a robust U.N. security
force to protect the people of Darfur and
pushing NATO to provide logistical support to that security force. And it is the
United States, in fact, Deputy Secretary of
State Zoellick, who went to push with AU
leaders and others for a peace agreement
between the rebels and the Sudan government. So we've been very active in Darfur.
What we need is more help from others in
the international community, particularly
states like China that have been reluctant
to press the Sudanese government.
President Bush, a number ofyears ago,
asked the American people to give $15
billion over five years to the fight against

AIDS, and it has literally saved the lives
of thousands of Africans who would not
have had treatment without it. He also was
one of the founders with Kofi Annan ofthe
Global AIDS Fund. So the United States is
spending enormous amounts of resources
to try to deal with the scourge of AIDS.
The United States has been very active in
the movement on trafficking of persons.
Several years ago the president went to
the United Nations and called on the world
to stop modem slavery and we have been
very active in working with countries, and
when necessary, naming even some of our
best friends as being unconcerned about
the trafficking in women and the trafficking in children.
Finally, speaking of women, when you
look at the conditions that women were
living in, for instance, in Afghanistan, the
liberation of Afghanistan is one of the great
human rights victories for women. You
go now to Afghanistan, women walk the
streets, women are in the police force, in
the army. Under the Taliban, they were being herded into stadiums and executed for
allowing the sound of their feet to be heard
on the ground. And just one final point:
this president has been very concerned
about poverty alleviation. Official development assistance in this administration
has doubled in Latin America, tripled in
Africa. It is up two times in this president's
administration. Why? Because we believe
that assistance that is given to countries
that are governing wisely, that are trying
to deal with their people's condition, that
America is a generous country and ought
to be active. And that's why through assistance, through trade and through debt

relief when the United States led that
effort as well - we've done so much to
alleviate poverty. So that's anotherside of
the administration's policies that I think
because there's so much going on with
Iraq and Iran and the war on terror that
sometimes people lose sight of.
Question: There have been some who
have voiced concerns about the invitation
to bring you to speak -1 don't know if you
heard about Sen. McCain down in New
York last week. Have you gotten used to
these protests? What do you feel about
people protesting your speeches?
Rice: Well, first ofall I was a university
professor and a university provost and I'm
no stranger to controversy on university
campuses. It's a part of what makes university campuses what they are. People can
speak their minds, they can stand on both
sides of issues, they can debate them. I'm
very proud to have been asked by Boston
College to come here. I'm very excited
about giving the speech. I promise you it
won't be long. I promise you that I remember that the one thing I don't remember
about my commencement was what the
speaker said. And so I think it's a great
opportunity to be here.
But I've been asked this one when I've
faced protests in various places around the
world: this is what democracy is all about.
People are able to give full voice to their
views. The only issue is that they also
have to let others give full voice to their
views. That's the bargain in democracy:
you get to say what you think but others
get to say what they think, too. And there
can't be a monopoly on only hearing one
set of views. That's what would be anti-

democratic: not to protest but to insist on a
monopoly ofyour views. I also know that 1
am very proud to be associated with a president who believes that there is no place
on Earth and that there are no people on
Earth who should be denied that freedom.
Because if you look at Kabul or Baghdad
in 2000 or 2001, these were places where
speaking your mind would get you killed
immediately. No questions asked. And
now, speaking your mind means being able
to stand up and say whatever you think
about Prime Minister Maliki or President
Karzai, to organize yourselfpolitically, to
have your views heard.
One of my proudest moments, not out
of personal pride but pride for this person, was during the debate of the Afghan
constitution. There was a woman - and it
was described to me by people from our
embassy who were there as a smallish
woman and this warlord was giving a
speech. And this very small woman got up
and she delivered a speech against him for
his brutality against the Afghan people, and
said that people like him should not expect
to have any place in a future government in
Afghanistan. Now that's unthinkable under
the Taliban unthinkable. And so as people
protest policies in Iraq or Afghanistan
that's just fine, but I hope that we would
not forget that these were people who were
living under the most brutal dictatorships
of the 20th and 21st centuries, dictators,
particularly in Saddam Hussein's case, had
used chemical weapons against his own
people, and against his neighbor, who had
invadedhis neighbors twice, who had filled
mass graves with at least 300,000 people,
and the world is better off without him.
-

-

